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Planting Guide Zone 6b: Your Ultimate Companion for Thriving Gardens

planting guide zone 6b is an essential resource for gardeners eager to cultivate vibrant,
healthy plants in this specific climatic region. Whether you're a seasoned green thumb or
just starting out, understanding the unique characteristics of USDA Plant Hardiness Zone
6b can transform your gardening experience. This zone, defined by an average annual
minimum winter temperature ranging from -5 to 0 degrees Fahrenheit (-20.6 to -17.8
degrees Celsius), presents both opportunities and challenges for plant growth. Let's delve
into everything you need to know to make your garden flourish in Zone 6b.

Understanding Zone 6b: Climate and Conditions

Before getting your hands dirty, it’s crucial to grasp the climate nuances of Zone 6b. This
zone covers parts of the central and northeastern United States, including areas in states
like Pennsylvania, Ohio, and parts of Colorado. The cold winters and warm summers
create a dynamic environment where frost dates are a key consideration for planting
schedules.

Frost Dates and Growing Season

In Zone 6b, the last average spring frost typically occurs around mid-April to early May,
while the first fall frost tends to arrive between mid-October and early November. This
gives gardeners roughly a 160 to 180-day growing season, ideal for a wide range of
vegetables, flowers, and shrubs.

Knowing these frost dates helps you time your planting to avoid damage. Starting seeds
indoors a few weeks before the last frost and transplanting seedlings outside once the
danger of frost has passed is a common strategy in this zone.

Soil and Sunlight Considerations

Soil in Zone 6b varies from sandy to loamy, often rich but sometimes requiring
amendments to optimize drainage and fertility. Testing your soil’s pH and nutrient content
can guide you in selecting the right plants and fertilizers. Most garden plants thrive in
slightly acidic to neutral soil (pH 6.0 to 7.0).

Sunlight availability also plays a critical role. Most edible plants and flowering perennials
prefer full sun, which means at least 6 hours of direct sunlight daily. Shade-tolerant plants
can be used in less sunny spots, ensuring efficient use of your garden space.



Choosing Plants for Zone 6b

One of the joys of gardening in Zone 6b is the extensive variety of plants that can survive
and thrive here. From hardy perennials to vibrant annuals and robust vegetables, the
possibilities are plentiful.

Best Vegetables for Zone 6b

Vegetable gardening in Zone 6b can be particularly rewarding due to the moderately long
growing season. Here are some favorites that do well in this zone:

Tomatoes: Start indoors 6-8 weeks before the last frost and transplant after the soil
warms.

Peppers: Similar to tomatoes, peppers enjoy warm soil and plenty of sun.

Leafy Greens: Spinach, kale, and lettuce tolerate cooler temperatures and can be
planted early spring or late summer.

Root Vegetables: Carrots, beets, and radishes can be sown directly into the soil
once it’s workable in spring.

Beans: Warm-season crops that should be planted after the last frost for best yields.

Flowering Plants and Perennials

For those who prefer ornamental gardens, Zone 6b supports a rich palette of perennials
and annual flowers:

Daylilies: Tolerant of a wide range of soils and bloom profusely throughout summer.

Hostas: Perfect for shaded areas with moist soil.

Peonies: These hardy perennials offer stunning blooms every spring and thrive in
Zone 6b winters.

Zinnias and Marigolds: Annuals that add bright color and attract pollinators.

Lavender: Prefers well-drained soil and full sun, providing fragrance and a lovely
purple hue.



Planting Tips Specific to Zone 6b

Adapting your gardening practices to the zone’s climate can elevate your plant health and
yield. Here are some tips tailored for Zone 6b gardeners:

Timing Is Everything

Since the growing season in Zone 6b can be borderline for some tender plants, timing
your seed starting and transplanting is critical. Utilize tools like soil thermometers to
ensure the ground has warmed enough before planting heat-loving crops.

Protecting Plants from Late Frosts

Late spring frost can be a sneaky enemy. Keep row covers, cloches, or even simple frost
blankets handy to shield young plants overnight when frost threats loom.

Soil Preparation and Mulching

Amending soil with organic matter like compost or well-rotted manure enhances fertility
and moisture retention. Mulching around plants helps regulate soil temperature, suppress
weeds, and retain moisture—an invaluable practice in Zone 6b’s variable climate.

Watering Wisely

Although Zone 6b receives moderate rainfall, supplemental watering during hot summer
months is often necessary. Water deeply and less frequently to encourage sturdy root
growth, and avoid overhead watering to reduce disease risk.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Every garden has its hurdles, and Zone 6b is no exception. Here are some challenges you
might face along with practical solutions.

Pest Management

A variety of pests, including aphids, Japanese beetles, and slugs, can affect plants in Zone
6b. Encourage natural predators like ladybugs, use organic insecticidal soaps, and
implement companion planting strategies to deter pests organically.



Disease Prevention

Humidity and temperature swings can lead to fungal diseases such as powdery mildew
and blight. Proper spacing for air circulation, crop rotation, and choosing disease-resistant
plant varieties can mitigate these issues.

Winter Protection

While many plants in Zone 6b are cold-hardy, tender perennials and young shrubs may
benefit from winter mulching or burlap wraps to protect them from freeze-thaw cycles.

Planning Your Garden Calendar for Zone 6b

Keeping a garden calendar tailored to Zone 6b ensures you stay on top of planting,
maintenance, and harvesting.

Late February to March: Start indoor seeds for tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants.

April: Prepare garden beds, transplant hardy seedlings, and sow cool-season crops
like lettuce and peas.

May: Plant warm-season crops outdoors after the last frost.

June to August: Maintain watering, weeding, and pest control; harvest early crops.

September to October: Plant fall crops like kale and spinach; begin harvesting late-
season vegetables.

November: Clean up garden beds and mulch perennials for winter protection.

The planting guide zone 6b provides a roadmap to making the most out of your gardening
efforts. With a clear understanding of the climate, smart plant choices, and timely care,
you can enjoy a lush, productive garden season after season. Embrace the rhythm of your
local environment, and watch your garden bloom beautifully in Zone 6b.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 6b?
USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 6b is a climate zone defined by the United States Department
of Agriculture, indicating an average annual minimum winter temperature of -5 to 0°F



(-20.6 to -17.8°C). It helps gardeners determine which plants are most likely to thrive in
their area.

When is the best time to plant vegetables in Zone 6b?
In Zone 6b, the best time to plant cool-season vegetables like lettuce and spinach is early
spring, around mid-April to early May. Warm-season vegetables such as tomatoes and
peppers should be planted after the last frost date, typically mid to late May.

What are some popular perennials suitable for Zone 6b?
Popular perennials for Zone 6b include coneflowers (Echinacea), daylilies (Hemerocallis),
hostas, black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia), and peonies. These plants are hardy and can
survive the winter temperatures typical of Zone 6b.

How do I prepare my soil for planting in Zone 6b?
To prepare soil in Zone 6b, start by testing soil pH and nutrient levels. Amend the soil with
organic matter like compost to improve fertility and drainage. Till the soil lightly and
remove weeds to create a healthy environment for plants.

What is the average last frost date in Zone 6b?
The average last frost date in Zone 6b is typically around mid-April to early May. However,
this can vary slightly depending on local microclimates, so it's best to check local frost
date predictions.

Can I grow tropical plants in Zone 6b?
Tropical plants generally cannot survive the winter temperatures in Zone 6b outdoors.
However, you can grow them in containers and bring them indoors during the colder
months or choose cold-hardy tropical varieties with extra protection.

What are some common pests to watch for in Zone 6b
gardens?
Common pests in Zone 6b include aphids, Japanese beetles, slugs, and spider mites.
Regular monitoring and integrated pest management strategies can help control these
pests and protect your plants.

How can I extend the growing season in Zone 6b?
To extend the growing season in Zone 6b, use techniques such as row covers, cold frames,
or greenhouses. Planting early and late-season crops and selecting fast-maturing varieties
can also help maximize your garden's productivity.



Additional Resources
Planting Guide Zone 6b: Strategies for Successful Gardening in a Moderate Climate

planting guide zone 6b offers essential insights for gardeners navigating the temperate
conditions characteristic of this USDA hardiness zone. Situated typically between
minimum winter temperatures of -5°F to 0°F (-20.6°C to -17.8°C), zone 6b encompasses a
wide geographic range in the United States and parts of Canada, presenting unique
challenges and opportunities for plant cultivation. Understanding the climatic nuances and
seasonal rhythms of zone 6b is crucial for optimizing garden productivity and selecting the
most resilient and thriving plant species.

Climate Characteristics of Zone 6b and Their
Impact on Gardening

Zone 6b is defined primarily by its relatively mild winter lows, which rarely dip below -5°F.
This moderate cold tolerance expands the range of perennials, shrubs, and trees that can
survive the winter months compared to colder zones. However, gardeners must still
prepare for frost events and variable spring temperatures that can influence planting
schedules and crop success.

One distinguishing feature of zone 6b is the length of the growing season, typically
extending from early April through late October, providing approximately 180 to 200 frost-
free days. This extended period supports a diverse array of vegetables, fruits, and
ornamental plants but requires precise timing to avoid late spring or early fall frosts that
might damage sensitive species.

Seasonal Planting Windows and Timing

Effective planting in zone 6b hinges on aligning seed sowing and transplanting with the
climatic calendar. For instance, cool-season crops such as lettuce, spinach, and peas can
be planted as early as March or April, taking advantage of cooler spring temperatures
before the heat sets in. Conversely, warm-season crops like tomatoes, peppers, and
cucumbers should be introduced after the last frost date, generally around mid-May.

Gardeners must also consider the fall planting window, which allows for the cultivation of
cold-tolerant vegetables like kale and Brussels sprouts that can mature as temperatures
drop. Incorporating cover crops during the off-season can enhance soil fertility and reduce
erosion, a practice particularly beneficial in zone 6b’s varying precipitation patterns.

Choosing Plants Suitable for Zone 6b

Plant selection is a cornerstone of successful gardening in zone 6b. The moderate winters
permit a broad selection of plants, but the regional variation in soil type, rainfall, and



summer heat necessitates careful consideration.

Perennials and Shrubs

Many perennials thrive in zone 6b, including coneflowers (Echinacea purpurea), daylilies
(Hemerocallis spp.), and hostas. These species not only survive the winter but often
require minimal maintenance, making them ideal for both novice and experienced
gardeners. Hardy shrubs such as hydrangeas, boxwoods, and lilacs also flourish, providing
structural interest and seasonal blooms.

Vegetables and Fruits

Vegetable gardeners benefit from the extended growing season by cultivating a variety of
crops. Root vegetables like carrots and beets can be sown early, while tomatoes and
squash demand warmer soil temperatures. Fruit trees—including apples, cherries, and
plums—are generally well-adapted to zone 6b, though site selection and winter protection
measures can mitigate damage from occasional cold snaps.

Annuals and Ornamentals

The zone’s climate supports a wide range of annual flowers that enhance garden
aesthetics. Marigolds, petunias, and zinnias perform well during the warmer months and
can be rotated yearly to refresh the garden palette. Selecting drought-tolerant varieties
can also help address the periodic dry spells common in some zone 6b regions.

Soil Preparation and Maintenance in Zone 6b

Healthy soil underpins any successful planting endeavor. In zone 6b, soil types can vary,
but generally, gardeners should focus on improving drainage and nutrient content to
support vigorous plant growth.

Soil Testing and Amendments

Conducting a soil test is a recommended first step. It reveals pH levels and nutrient
deficiencies, enabling targeted amendments. Many plants in zone 6b prefer slightly acidic
to neutral soil (pH 6.0 to 7.0). Incorporating organic matter such as compost or well-aged
manure enhances soil structure, moisture retention, and microbial activity.



Mulching and Watering Practices

Mulching plays a vital role in temperature regulation and moisture conservation,
especially during hot summers and cold winters. Organic mulches like shredded bark or
straw also suppress weeds and gradually improve soil quality. Watering schedules should
be adapted to seasonal rainfall; in drier months, deep watering encourages robust root
development, whereas overwatering can lead to root diseases.

Challenges and Considerations Unique to Zone 6b

While zone 6b offers a relatively forgiving climate, gardeners face specific challenges that
require adaptive strategies.

Late Frosts: Unexpected frosts in spring or fall can damage emerging plants.
Employing frost cloths or row covers can offer protection during vulnerable periods.

Pest Management: The moderate climate supports a variety of pests and diseases.
Integrated pest management (IPM) practices, including crop rotation and biological
controls, are effective in maintaining plant health.

Water Variability: Some areas within zone 6b experience uneven rainfall
distribution. Installing efficient irrigation systems, such as drip irrigation, helps
maintain consistent moisture levels.

Comparing Zone 6b to Adjacent Zones

Understanding the subtle differences between zone 6b and neighboring zones like 6a or
7a can refine planting choices. For example, zone 6a experiences colder minimum
temperatures (-10°F to -5°F), limiting some tender perennials, whereas zone 7a offers
milder winters that allow earlier planting of warm-season crops. Gardeners in zone 6b
often balance these factors, opting for hardier plant varieties with a moderate risk of frost
damage.

Leveraging Technology and Resources for Zone
6b Gardening

Modern gardening benefits from technological advancements that facilitate better
decision-making. Digital tools such as frost date calculators and weather monitoring apps
provide real-time data, enabling precise planting schedules. Additionally, local extension
services and community gardening groups offer tailored advice that reflects microclimate



variations within zone 6b.

Incorporating raised beds or container gardening can also extend growing opportunities,
especially in areas with poor soil quality or limited space. These methods improve
drainage and soil warmth, accelerating plant development and reducing pest pressures.

Gardening in zone 6b presents a balance of opportunity and challenge. With informed
plant selection, careful timing, and attentive soil and water management, both ornamental
and edible gardens can flourish. As climate patterns evolve, ongoing observation and
adaptation will remain integral to successful cultivation in this versatile and dynamic zone.

Planting Guide Zone 6b

  planting guide zone 6b: Texas Month by Month Gardening Skip Richter, 2015-01-15 One of
America's biggest and most diverse landscapes begins in your yard. There's no way around it: Texas
is huge. The state dials in at well over 250,000 square miles, housing most of the United States'
power grid, arguably all of its delicious food, and almost every kind of environment imaginable:
formidable mountains, rolling hills, flat plains, and coastline. If you're a home gardener, knowing
what to do when can be overwhelming--that's where Texas Month-by-Month Gardening, the
companion book to our Texas Getting Started Garden Guide, comes to the rescue. Inside, Houston
horticulturist Robert Skip Richter makes it easy with a in-depth month-by-month breakdown of what
to plant, when to plant, and how to take care of it in order to have a beautiful Texas garden all year
round. During each month, you'll learn to plan, plant, care for, water, fertilize, and troubleshoot
in-season annuals, bulbs, lawns, natives, perennials, roses, shrubs, trees, vines, and groundcovers.
As with all of our renowned gardening books, you're treated to gorgeous full-color here's how and
plant photography and USDA zone maps. Plus, you'll get a detailed introduction to gardening
specifically in the Lone Star State. So have no fear: from the red buckeyes in Dallas to Sunshine
roses in Abilene, you'll have the best little garden in the biggest state around. For our full
introduction to gardening in Texas, we also recommend companion books Texas Getting Started
Garden Guide and Texas Fruit & Vegetable Gardening.
  planting guide zone 6b: Xeriscape Plant Guide Rob Proctor, 1996 100 water-wise plants for
gardens and landscapes.
  planting guide zone 6b: Mid-Atlantic Getting Started Garden Guide Andre Viette, Mark
Viette, Jacqueline Heriteau, 2015-08 This Mid-Atlantic plant selection guide for is perfect for when
you're choosing plants and starting a garden in this diverse, beautiful climate.
  planting guide zone 6b: Tennessee & Kentucky Garden Guide Judy Lowe, 2012-11-03
DIVThe Gardenerâ€™s Guide format is proven to help gardeners experience more success and
enjoyment from their gardening efforts.The Gardenerâ€™s Guide series provides useable
information on the plants that perform best in Tennessee and Kentucky in an easy-to-use format.
Gardeners will find information they can trust and use successfully in their own gardens. This book
is authored by Judy Lowe, leading gardening expert in the region./div
  planting guide zone 6b: Taylor's Guide to Growing North America's Favorite Plants Barbara
Ellis, 2000-04-30 This fact-filled reference to all aspects of growing classic garden plants includes a
mini-encyclopedia listing the best varieties to buy, illustrated instructions on performing garden
tasks, suggestions for using plants in the home landscape, and directions on propagating.
  planting guide zone 6b: Vegetable Gardening: Your Complete Guide to Growing an Edible
Organic Garden (Create a Sustainable Food Source at Home With Cutting-edge Urban Farming
Strategies) David Abbott, 101-01-01 Gardening may seem intimidating, especially when you're just
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starting. But it doesn't need to be so! With the right guidance, everyone can cultivate a lush
vegetable garden, regardless of the size of their space, the uniqueness of their climate, or their level
of experience. And imagine: the joy of picking fresh, juicy vegetables right from your backyard, the
wonder of seeing tiny seeds transform into bountiful plants, the satisfaction of knowing that you
cultivated them with your own hands. Inside, you'll discover: · Soil mastery: learn methods for
analyzing soil characteristics, from preparation techniques to composting with food waste. · Smart
crop selection: choose crops suitable for urban environments and plan for a year-round harvest. ·
Space-saving solutions: explore vertical cultivation and strategic succession planting to maximize
limited spaces. · Hydroponic gardening: dive into the world of soilless cultivation by designing your
first hydroponic system. · Natural growth techniques: implement natural fertilization, effective
irrigation, and pruning methods for maximum yield. Discover the joy and satisfaction of growing
your own organic vegetables with this comprehensive guide designed specifically for beginners.
'Organic vegetable gardening for beginners' takes you through every step of creating a thriving,
chemical-free vegetable garden that produces nutritious, flavorful harvests your family will love.
  planting guide zone 6b: Taylor's Master Guide to Gardening Roger Holmes, 2001-10-18
Provides information on growing trees, perennials, annuals, grasses, herbs, and bulbs, features the
basics of garden design, and talks about environmentally sound controls of pests and diseases.
  planting guide zone 6b: Service Foresters Handbook , 1986
  planting guide zone 6b: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Northeast Gardening Lynn M.
Steiner, 2012-01-01 This book offers a didactic, practical approach that allows novice-to
intermediate residential gardeners to experience success with their vegetable, fruit, and ornamental
gardens. This is not an attempt at a comprehensive Bible of gardening information, but a complete
but focused treatment of plant species and simple, time-saving techniques that maximize the
homeowners likelihood of succeeding with his or her garden. Contains regional information for the
following states in USDAzones 3,4, and 5: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, western
Massachusetts, northern Connecticut
  planting guide zone 6b: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Western Plains Gardening
Lynn M. Steiner, 2012 Provides a practical approach to gardening for the novice to intermediate
gardener. Includes plant species descriptions, time-saving techniques and regional information for
the Western Plains states--Provided by publisher.
  planting guide zone 6b: The Well-Tended Perennial Garden Tracy DiSabato-Aust,
2017-02-22 “This practical guide is lush with clear, step-by-step advice.” —Real Simple Whether you
are a new gardener or a green thumb, The Well-Tended Perennial Garden is here to help you
successfully plan, plant, and tend your garden. This hardworking guide includes thorough details on
the essential practices of perennial care—included deadheading, pinching, and thinning—along with
growing information for specific species and cultivars, on-trend garden design advice, a monthly
planting and maintenance schedule, and details on native plants and gardening for wildlife. The
Well-Tended Perennial Garden will be your ally in the quest for a beautiful, well-maintained garden.
  planting guide zone 6b: Taylor's Master Guide to Landscaping Rita Buchanan, 2000
Reveals the vital components of landscape design, offering advice on choosing a site, selecting
plants, creating garden accessories, and maintaining a landscape.
  planting guide zone 6b: National Geographic Complete Guide to Herbs and Spices Nancy J.
Hajeski, 2016-03 Offers everything you need to know about how herbs and spices can enhance your
cooking and improve your life.
  planting guide zone 6b: Arizona & New Mexico Getting Started Garden Guide Judith
Phillips, Mary Irish, 2014-09-15 Arizona & New Mexico Getting Started Garden Guide features
region-specific advice on planting, growing, and caring for more than 150 of the best-performing and
most desirable plants across Arizona and New Mexico.
  planting guide zone 6b: Storey's Guide to Growing Organic Orchard Fruits Danny L.
Barney, 2013-03-22 Danny Barney covers everything you need to know to successfully grow and
market your own organic orchard fruits. Offering expert tips on selecting the right site, choosing the



best cultivars, designing and maintaining a sustainable orchard, and efficiently harvesting fruit,
Barney also helps you develop a viable business plan, acquire necessary organic certifications, and
identify niche markets for your products.
  planting guide zone 6b: New York & New Jersey Getting Started Garden Guide Vincent
Simeone, 2015-08-01 Even beginner gardeners can select plants to create a stunning garden as
unique as the Empire or Garden State - with expert help to ensure success! New York & New Jersey
Getting Started Garden Guide is a plant selection guide, perfect for when you're choosing plants and
starting a garden in a climate that can be as challenging as it is beautiful. Choose the right plants
and care for them properly, with help from an expert. Vincent Simeone, one of the area's most highly
respected and experienced gardeners, shares his deep knowledge of the region, gardens, and plants
in a lively, upbeat style. The author's top picks for plants that will thrive in this area's winter cold,
soils, coastal conditions, urban living, and other unique growing conditions guarantee success for
area gardeners and home landscapers. Plants are divided into easy-to-browse chapters such as
Annuals, Bulbs, Groundcovers, Ornamental Grasses, Perennials, Shrubs, Trees, Lawns, and Vines.
Each plant is highlighted in its respective chapter with a large full-color photograph and tips on how,
when, and where to plant. New York & New Jersey Getting Started Garden Guide doesn't stop at
plant selection. Methods for preparing soil, watering, fertilizer application, and pest management
are also covered in detail. Along with the nitty-gritty of tending your garden, Vincent shares his
inspiration for garden design, offers ways to incorporate your plants into the landscape, and names
some favorite cultivars or species. His sound, practical advice is clothed in beautiful descriptions of
each plant that will inspire you to get your hands dirty!
  planting guide zone 6b: Field Guide to Urban Gardening Kevin Espiritu, 2019-05-14 In
Field Guide to Urban Gardening, author Kevin Espiritu of Epic Gardening shares the basics of
growing plants, offers tips on how to choose the right urban gardening method, and troubleshoots
the most common problems you’ll encounter. If you think it’s impossible to grow your own food
because you don’t have a large yard or you live in the city…think again. There is a plethora of urban
gardening options to create beautiful, productive edible gardens no matter where you live. The key
to succeeding as an urban gardener is to choose the method(s) that make sense for your unique
living situation and then give your plants what they need to thrive. Kevin helps you do just that. But
he doesn’t stop there. He also provides in-depth garden plans, from upcycled DIY projects and
intensive hydroponic systems to beautiful and functional raised beds. Urban gardening is a real,
growing, and important movement in today’s world. This fact-packed book is your roadmap to get
growing today. Urban gardening techniques featured include: Container Gardening Raised Beds
Indoor Edibles Balconies and Rooftops Hydroponics
  planting guide zone 6b: The Timber Press Guide to Gardening in the Pacific Northwest
Carol W. Hall, Norman E. Hall, 2009-09-01 Tired of being lumped into the unwieldy category of a
western garden? Frustrated by the lack of reliable, practical information about gardening in the
Pacific Northwest? No longer! The Timber Press Guide to Gardening in the Pacific Northwest
presents all the information a gardener—whether novice or expert—needs to keep their garden
beautiful and thriving. With a combined 100 years of gardening experience in the Pacific Northwest,
the authors clearly explain the unique challenges and joys of gardening in the region. By dividing the
Pacific Northwest into seven subregions, they help readers to better understand the climatic and
geographical factors that shape their gardens. This complete guide includes extensive profiles of
plants that are ideally suited to the region, including perennials, ornamental grasses, bulbs,
groundcovers, roses, shrubs, trees, and climbers. The month-by-month gardening calendar describes
what weather patterns to expect, what's in bloom, and what garden tasks are best done in that
month. With additional chapters detailing the most common gardening problems and
recommendations for effective, nontoxic ways of dealing with them, this book is nothing short of
essential.
  planting guide zone 6b: Prairie & Plains States Getting Started Garden Guide Cathy
Wilkinson-Barash, 2015-07-01 Prairie & Plains States Getting Started Garden Guide contains all of



the information you need to choose the best plants in Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, South
Dakota, and North Dakota. Novice gardeners, new homeowners, and those new to the area will find
it invaluable, but more experienced gardeners and home landscapers will also fall in love with this
book. Prairie & Plains States Getting Started Garden Guide features the region-specific plant palette
unique to this area, including plants that can withstand cold winters and drying winds. Gardeners in
this wide geographic space share many problems and concerns. Annuals, bulbs, groundcovers,
lawns, ornamental grasses, perennials, roses, shrubs, trees, and vines are profiled, in detail, with
four-color photos showing each plant's attributes. Basic gardening chapters cover the information
beginning to intermediate gardeners need to know to garden with confidence.
  planting guide zone 6b: Managing Your Trees and Shrubs in Alaska: Planting guide for trees
in urban and rural Alaska Bob Wheeler, 2001
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