
how to tutor writing
How to Tutor Writing: A Guide to Helping Students Become Confident Writers

how to tutor writing is a skill that requires patience, understanding, and a
strategic approach. Whether you are working with young learners or helping
older students refine their essays, tutoring writing effectively means more
than just correcting grammar or punctuation. It’s about nurturing creativity,
building confidence, and guiding students toward expressing their thoughts
clearly and compellingly. If you’re wondering how to tutor writing in a way
that makes a meaningful impact, this comprehensive guide will walk you
through key strategies, tips, and insights to support your tutoring journey.

Understanding the Foundations of Writing
Tutoring

Before diving into specific techniques, it’s important to grasp the core
elements that make writing tutoring successful. Writing is a complex skill
involving vocabulary, sentence structure, organization, voice, and purpose.
When tutoring, recognizing where a student struggles—whether it’s
brainstorming ideas, structuring paragraphs, or using descriptive
language—allows you to tailor your approach.

Assessing the Student’s Current Skills

One of the first steps in how to tutor writing effectively is to evaluate the
student’s proficiency level. This can be done through:

Reviewing previous assignments or essays

Conducting informal writing exercises

Discussing their writing habits and challenges

Understanding their strengths and weaknesses helps you focus on areas that
need the most attention and avoid overwhelming the student with irrelevant
feedback.

Setting Clear, Achievable Goals



Tutoring sessions are more productive when both tutor and student know what
they aim to accomplish. Setting specific goals—such as improving thesis
statements, mastering paragraph transitions, or enhancing descriptive
writing—creates a roadmap for progress. These goals should be measurable and
flexible to adapt as the student grows.

Effective Strategies for Tutoring Writing

Knowing how to tutor writing means employing a variety of techniques that
engage the student and encourage active learning.

Encouraging Prewriting and Brainstorming

Many students jump straight into writing without planning, which can lead to
disorganized or incomplete work. Teaching brainstorming methods like mind
mapping, free writing, or listing ideas helps students generate content and
organize their thoughts before drafting.

For example, suggest they jot down all ideas related to a topic without
worrying about order or correctness, then gradually group similar thoughts to
form an outline. This process eases the writing task and boosts confidence.

Focusing on Structure and Organization

A well-structured piece of writing is easier to read and more persuasive.
Show students how to build essays using clear introductions, body paragraphs
with topic sentences, and strong conclusions. You might introduce graphic
organizers or templates to visually break down the parts of an essay.

Highlight the importance of logical flow and transitions. Teaching phrases
like “in addition,” “however,” and “for example” can improve coherence
between ideas.

Building Vocabulary and Sentence Variety

Expanding vocabulary and varying sentence structure make writing more
engaging. Incorporate vocabulary-building exercises that relate to the
student’s topic, and encourage the use of synonyms and descriptive
adjectives.

Encourage students to mix short, punchy sentences with longer, more complex
ones to maintain reader interest. Reading examples of good writing aloud
together can help illustrate this balance.



Giving Constructive and Positive Feedback

Feedback is crucial in how to tutor writing. It’s important to balance
corrections with encouragement to keep students motivated.

Highlighting Strengths Before Addressing Weaknesses

Starting with what the student did well builds confidence. Point out vivid
descriptions, well-chosen words, or effective arguments before gently
suggesting improvements. This approach makes students more receptive to
critique.

Focusing on One or Two Key Areas at a Time

Overloading students with corrections can be discouraging. Prioritize the
most impactful changes rather than nitpicking every error. For example, focus
on improving paragraph structure one session and work on grammar in another.

Using Examples and Modeling

Show rather than just tell. Provide sample sentences or paragraphs that
demonstrate the desired writing style or structure. This helps students
visualize what good writing looks like and understand your suggestions.

Incorporating Technology and Writing Resources

Modern tutoring benefits greatly from digital tools and resources that make
learning interactive and accessible.

Utilizing Writing Software and Apps

Introduce students to grammar and style checkers like Grammarly or Hemingway
Editor. These tools offer instant feedback and can teach students to self-
edit.

Encouraging Reading and Writing Practice Online

Suggest blogs, writing prompts, and online forums where students can read



diverse styles and practice writing regularly. Exposure to different voices
and formats enriches their own writing.

Sharing Educational Videos and Tutorials

Platforms like YouTube have numerous tutorials on grammar, essay writing, and
creative writing techniques. Visual and auditory explanations can reinforce
concepts covered during tutoring sessions.

Adapting to Different Learning Styles and Needs

Every student learns differently, and knowing how to tutor writing means
customizing your methods to suit individual preferences.

Visual Learners

Use charts, color-coded notes, and graphic organizers to map out ideas and
writing structures. Visual aids make abstract concepts tangible.

Auditory Learners

Encourage reading work aloud, discussing ideas, and using mnemonic devices.
Hearing words can improve understanding and retention.

Kinesthetic Learners

Incorporate hands-on activities like cutting and rearranging paragraphs or
writing by hand to engage these learners.

Creating a Supportive and Encouraging
Environment

Writing can be intimidating, so fostering a positive atmosphere is essential.
Celebrate progress, no matter how small, and remind students that writing is
a process. Encourage questions and curiosity, and avoid harsh criticism.

Building trust helps students feel safe experimenting with language and
expressing themselves. Your enthusiasm and patience can transform writing



from a chore into an enjoyable challenge.

---

Mastering how to tutor writing is a rewarding endeavor that goes beyond
grammar rules and essay formats. By assessing individual needs, setting clear
goals, and employing engaging strategies, you can help students unlock their
potential as confident and creative writers. With the right support, every
learner can find their unique voice and tell their stories with clarity and
passion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies for tutoring writing
to beginners?
Effective strategies include starting with the basics of sentence structure,
encouraging free writing to build confidence, providing clear and
constructive feedback, and using engaging prompts to motivate students.

How can tutors help students improve their essay
organization?
Tutors can teach students to create outlines before writing, emphasize the
importance of a clear thesis statement, and guide them to use topic sentences
and transitions to ensure logical flow throughout the essay.

What role does feedback play in tutoring writing,
and how should it be delivered?
Feedback is crucial for identifying areas of improvement and reinforcing
strengths. It should be specific, positive, and actionable, focusing on
content, clarity, grammar, and style to help students grow without
discouragement.

How can tutors adapt their methods to different age
groups when teaching writing?
For younger students, tutors should use simple language, interactive
activities, and visual aids. For older students, they can focus on critical
thinking, advanced grammar, and writing techniques while encouraging
independent revision and self-editing skills.

What tools or resources can tutors use to enhance



writing tutoring sessions?
Tutors can use graphic organizers, writing prompts, grammar checkers, online
collaboration platforms, and style guides to provide diverse support and make
sessions more engaging and productive.

How can tutors motivate reluctant writers to engage
more in writing tasks?
Tutors can connect writing topics to students’ interests, set achievable
goals, celebrate progress, incorporate multimedia elements, and create a
safe, encouraging environment that reduces fear of making mistakes.

Additional Resources
How to Tutor Writing: A Professional Guide to Enhancing Student Skills

how to tutor writing is a question that educators, freelancers, and
professionals alike often encounter when they seek to assist learners in
developing their communication skills. Writing, as a multifaceted discipline,
requires more than just grammatical knowledge; it involves critical thinking,
creativity, structure, and the ability to convey ideas effectively. This
article explores the essential strategies, pedagogical approaches, and
practical techniques for tutoring writing effectively, combining professional
insight with an analytical perspective on what truly aids student growth.

Understanding the Foundations of Writing
Tutoring

Before delving into specific methods, it is crucial to comprehend the role of
a writing tutor. Unlike classroom teachers who may focus on a curriculum,
tutors often provide personalized guidance tailored to individual student
needs. This personalized approach demands an understanding of various writing
styles, from creative writing and academic essays to technical reports and
business communication.

One of the primary challenges in learning how to tutor writing is determining
the student’s current proficiency level. Diagnostic assessments, such as
writing prompts or reviewing past work, can reveal strengths and weaknesses.
This initial step allows tutors to customize sessions that target specific
areas such as grammar, coherence, argument development, or vocabulary
enhancement.



Identifying Student Needs and Goals

Effective tutoring begins with clear goal-setting. Students might seek help
to prepare for standardized tests, improve academic essays, or refine
professional writing skills. A tailored tutoring plan increases engagement
and motivation by aligning lessons with student aspirations.

How to tutor writing also involves recognizing the different learning styles
students possess. Some learners benefit from visual aids like mind maps and
graphic organizers, while others prefer verbal explanations or hands-on
writing exercises. Incorporating varied instructional methods ensures a more
inclusive tutoring experience.

Core Techniques for Tutoring Writing

A professional approach to tutoring writing integrates both skill-building
exercises and constructive feedback. The following techniques have proven
effective in fostering writing competence:

1. Building a Strong Writing Process

Encouraging students to adopt a systematic writing process is fundamental.
This includes prewriting (brainstorming, outlining), drafting, revising,
editing, and publishing. Tutors should emphasize the importance of each
stage, particularly revision, which is often overlooked by learners eager to
complete assignments quickly.

2. Teaching Structural Elements

Understanding the structure of various writing formats is essential. For
instance, persuasive essays require a clear thesis statement, supporting
arguments, and a compelling conclusion, while narratives focus on plot
development and character arcs. Tutors should provide examples and breakdowns
of these components, helping students internalize effective organization.

3. Enhancing Vocabulary and Style

Expanding vocabulary and cultivating a distinctive writing style are long-
term goals in tutoring writing. Tutors can introduce contextually appropriate
synonyms, idiomatic expressions, and rhetorical devices. However, it is
important to encourage authenticity in voice rather than forcing artificial
complexity.



4. Providing Targeted Feedback

Feedback is arguably the most critical aspect of tutoring. Instead of merely
correcting errors, tutors should explain why something needs improvement and
suggest alternatives. This analytical feedback encourages students to think
critically about their writing choices and develop self-editing skills.

Leveraging Technology in Writing Tutoring

The integration of digital tools has transformed how tutors approach writing
instruction. Platforms such as Google Docs allow real-time collaboration,
enabling tutors to highlight, comment, and suggest edits seamlessly.
Additionally, grammar-checking software like Grammarly can supplement
tutoring by catching mechanical errors, allowing the tutor to focus on
higher-order concerns such as argument clarity and coherence.

Online tutoring platforms also provide access to a wide range of resources,
including writing prompts, style guides, and interactive exercises. These
tools increase engagement and can be particularly useful for remote tutoring
sessions, expanding accessibility.

Balancing Technology with Personalized Guidance

While technology offers convenience, it is important to balance its use with
personalized interaction. Overreliance on automated feedback can lead to
superficial learning. A proficient tutor uses digital tools as enhancements
rather than replacements for nuanced, human-guided instruction.

Challenges and Considerations in Writing
Tutoring

Tutoring writing is not without its difficulties. One prominent challenge is
maintaining student motivation, especially when progress seems slow or the
writing task feels daunting. Tutors must cultivate a supportive environment
that celebrates incremental improvements and encourages perseverance.

Another consideration is addressing diverse linguistic backgrounds. For
students for whom English is a second language, tutoring writing involves
additional layers such as grammar differences, cultural nuances, and
idiomatic usage. Tutors should be sensitive to these factors and adapt their
methods accordingly.



Balancing Correction and Encouragement

There is a delicate balance between correcting errors and nurturing
confidence. Excessive criticism can discourage learners, whereas overly
lenient feedback may fail to address critical weaknesses. Effective tutors
calibrate their responses, providing constructive criticism paired with
positive reinforcement.

Effective Practices for Sustained Writing
Improvement

Long-term development in writing requires consistent practice and reflection.
Tutors can implement several strategies to promote sustained improvement:

Regular Writing Assignments: Assigning varied writing tasks keeps skills
sharp and exposes students to multiple genres.

Reading as a Complement: Encouraging reading broadens vocabulary and
exposes students to different writing styles.

Peer Review Sessions: Facilitating peer feedback enables students to
learn from diverse perspectives and develop critical evaluation skills.

Goal Tracking: Documenting progress helps maintain motivation and
provides tangible evidence of growth.

Integrating these practices into tutoring sessions enhances the learning
experience and fosters autonomy in students.

Adapting to Different Educational Contexts

How to tutor writing also depends on the educational context. For example,
tutoring high school students preparing for college entrance essays differs
significantly from working with business professionals aiming to improve
report writing. A flexible approach that considers the audience, purpose, and
conventions of the specific writing task is imperative.

Ultimately, tutors who succeed in fostering writing skills are those who
combine pedagogical knowledge with empathy, adaptability, and a commitment to
ongoing professional development. As writing remains a vital skill across
disciplines and industries, the demand for effective writing tutors continues
to grow, underscoring the importance of mastering how to tutor writing with
both precision and care.



How To Tutor Writing

  how to tutor writing: Tutoring Writing Donald A. McAndrew, Thomas J. Reigstad, 2001 In
addition to providing a thorough review of theory and research of the principles and practices of
tutoring, Tutoring Writing offers a rich toolbox of tutoring tips.
  how to tutor writing: The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors Leigh Ryan, Lisa Zimmerelli,
2015-12-11 With expanded coverage of teaching in the information age and teaching multilingual
writers, as well as a new chapter on research in the writing center, the Sixth Edition of The Bedford
Guide for Writing Tutors addresses the needs of writing tutors as both teachers and scholars. This
concise and practical introduction to tutoring in today’s diverse, multimodal writing environment
includes numerous exercises and activities to help tutors develop their tutoring techniques and
reflect on their teaching philosophies. Meanwhile, cartoons and tutoring examples throughout the
text engage and entertain both experienced users and new tutors alike.
  how to tutor writing: A Tutor's Guide Bennett A. Rafoth, 2000 If you're a writing tutor, here's
a way to take everyday events in your tutoring sessions and connect them to good theory and
practice.
  how to tutor writing: "They're All Writers" Jennifer Sanders, Rebecca L. Damron, 2017
“They're All Writers” will help teachers explore the power of writing centers. In elementary school
classrooms across the country, writing instruction (not grammar worksheets or spelling drills) is still
the neglected “R.” In this book, classroom teachers will find foundational information about the
writing process with everything they need to begin and facilitate a peer tutoring writing center.
Student-led writing centers harness the social and instructional power of students working and
learning together, and this book includes specific lessons to teach students how to be effective peer
tutors and how to be better writers. Book Features: A new, research-based approach to writing
pedagogy that integrates both writing process theories and writing center pedagogies. Complete
lesson plans to help teachers implement a writing center curriculum that meets Common Core and
other quality standards. An approach that harnesses the power of social learning, develops students
as leaders in their schools, and facilitates generative conversations around writing.
  how to tutor writing: Talk About Writing Jo Mackiewicz, Isabelle Thompson, 2014-09-25 Talk
about Writing: The Tutoring Strategies of Experienced Writing Center Tutors offers a book-length
empirical study of the discourse between experienced tutors and student writers in satisfactory
conferences. The study uses a research-driven, iteratively tested framework to help writing center
directors, tutors, writing program administrators, rhetoric and composition researchers, first-year
composition instructors, and others interested in talk about writing to systematically analyze tutors’
talk and to use that analysis to train new tutors. The book strives toward two main goals: to provide
an analytical research and assessment tool—the coding scheme—that other researchers can use to
understand writing center tutor talk and to provide a close, empirical analysis of experienced tutor
talk that can facilitate tutor training. The study details tutors’ use of three categories of tutoring
strategies—instruction, cognitive scaffolding, and motivational scaffolding—at macro- and
microlevels and results in practical recommendations for improving tutor training.
  how to tutor writing: Student Writing Tutors in Their Own Words Max Orsini, Loren Kleinman,
2022-06-24 Student Writing Tutors in Their Own Words collects personal narratives from writing
tutors around the world, providing tutors, faculty, and writing center professionals with a diverse
and experience-based understanding of the writing support process. Filling a major gap in the
research on writing center theory, first-year writing pedagogy, and higher education academic
support resources, this book provides narrative evidence of students' own experiences with learning
assistance discourse communities. It features a variety of voices that address how academic support
resources such as writing centers have served as the nucleus for students' (i.e., both tutors and their
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clients) sense of community and self, ultimately providing a space for freedom of discourse and
expression. It includes narratives from writing tutors supporting students in unconventional spaces
such as prisons, tutors offering support in war-torn countries, and students in international centers
facing challenges of distance learning, access, and language barriers. The essays in this collection
reveal pedagogical takeaways and insights about both student and tutor collaborative experiences in
writing center spaces. These essays are a valuable resource for student writing tutors and anyone
involved with them, including composition instructors and scholars, writing center professionals,
and any faculty or administrators involved with academic support programs.
  how to tutor writing: What the Writing Tutor Needs to Know Margot Soven, 2006 Master the
essentials of peer tutoring with WHAT THE WRITING TUTOR NEEDS TO KNOW! With study
questions, questions for research projects, and exercises at the end of each chapter, this English text
prepares you for the challenges you will face in the tutoring environment. Coverage of sample
student papers, teacher expectations, excerpts from peer tutors' research projects, and tutoring
good student writers provides you with information you need to help your students succeed.
  how to tutor writing: Talking about Writing Beverly Lyon Clark, 1985
  how to tutor writing: Tutoring Second Language Writers Shanti Bruce, Ben Rafoth,
2016-03-01 Tutoring Second Language Writers, a complete update of Bruce and Rafoth’s 2009 ESL
Writers, is a guide for writing center tutors that addresses the growing need for tutors who are
better prepared to work with the increasingly international population of students seeking guidance
at the writing center. Drawing upon philosopher John Dewey’s belief in reflective thinking as a way
to help build new knowledge, the book is divided into four parts. Part 1: Actions and Identities is
about creating a proactive stance toward language difference, thinking critically about labels, and
the mixed feelings students may have about learning English. Part 2: Research Opportunities
demonstrates writing center research projects and illustrates methods tutors can use to investigate
their questions about writing center work. Part 3: Words and Passages offers four personal stories of
inquiry and discovery, and Part 4: Academic Expectations describes some of the challenges tutors
face when they try to help writers meet readers’ specific expectations. Advancing the conversations
tutors have with one another and their directors about tutoring second language writers and writing,
Tutoring Second Language Writers engages readers with current ideas and issues that highlight the
excitement and challenge of working with those who speak English as a second or additional
language. Contributors include Jocelyn Amevuvor, Rebecca Day Babcock, Valerie M. Balester, Shanti
Bruce, Frankie Condon, Michelle Cox, Jennifer Craig, Kevin Dvorak, Paula Gillespie, Glenn
Hutchinson, Pei-Hsun Emma Liu, Bobbi Olson, Pimyupa W. Praphan, Ben Rafoth, Jose L. Reyes
Medina, Guiboke Seong, and Elizabeth (Adelay) Witherite.
  how to tutor writing: The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors Melissa Ianetta, Lauren Fitzgerald,
2016 The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors introduces two conversations to the tutor's preperation,
one about the creation of knowledge in writing programs, the other about tutor research. This
approach to tutor training provides several benefits. First, it allows tutors to test their theories of
what might work in a writing center session and helps them to move professional conversation
towards why such things happen. They bridge the theory-practice divide that often frustrates both
novices and experiences tutors. By conducting research to answer such questions, tutors can help
themselves, the writers with whom they work, their fellow tutors - and the writers with whom they
work. And, further, this approach gives the reader new methods for appreciating and critiquing
scholarly work, making it easier to understand the best ways to help writers and to move the field
forward.As writing tutoring programs take on a variety of forms and pursue a range of missions, this
book aims to create a flexible text whose contents can be easily rearranged to support a broad
spectrum of reader needs. Each chapter, accordingly, can be read independently; the text does not
rely on a sequential reading to create meaning.The book also includes intra-textual and extra-textual
references for the reader who wants to inquire further. That is, throughout the book are references
to material in other chapters that might be of interest to the reader intrigued by the topic at hand.
So too, in each chapter, we include references to and citations of the scholarship that supports much



of the common knowledge of the field, including, in the Handbook, both previous tutor education
textbooks and research from the field. The aim is to aid the interested reader's inquiry into the
scholarship of the field as well as to ground advice about practice in research that testifies to the
effectiveness a range of tutoring practices. Much of the scholarship cited throughout the book is
authored by undergraduate tutor-researchers as well as several former tutors who were graduate
students when they published their articles. This crucial aspect best models the ways in which tutors
themselves can bring together practice and research, in their day-to-day work and in their informed
thinking about this work. Including tutor voices is an important tradition of the tutor education
textbook because these are voices that speak to the issues concerning tutors in a range of
institutions and programs across the country.
  how to tutor writing: The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors Melissa Ianetta, Lauren Fitzgerald,
2016 The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors introduces two conversations to the tutor's preparation,
one about the creation of knowledge in writing programs, the other about tutor research.
  how to tutor writing: Tutoring Writing, Transmitting Culture Robert Alfred Kohls, 2016 Using
an ethnographic case study approach, this thesis investigates what multilingual adolescent writers
and their adult tutors in an afterschool literacy program believe about good writing and a writerâ s
voice, and how their beliefs about writing and voice both reflect particular linguistic and cultural
values and shape attitudes towards language use, the writer, and writing development. Grounding
the research in social constructivism (Vygotsky, 1980, 1986) and theories of language socialization
(Duff, 2007a; Schieffelin Ochs, 1986), legitimate peripheral participation (Lave Wenger, 1991), and
symbolic capital (Bourdieu, 1991, 2006), I addressed the following three questions: 1) What do
tutors and students believe about good writing and a writer's voice? 2) How do tutors conceptualize
their identities, purposes, and actions in responding to students' writing and voice in this context?
and 3) In what ways do students see their tutoring sessions contributing to their overall development
as writers? I observed 4 writing tutors and 5 of their students for 4 months, triangulating data that
included observing and digitally recording the tutoring sessions; conducting semi-structured
interviews and stimulated recalls with the participants; and collecting print-based materials
produced by the participants. The findings show (a) that participants considered good writing as a
moral imperative and that they saw good writing and voice both as interconnected and as something
that produced writer capital; (b) that volunteers constructed an ad hoc tutoring identity marshaled
from personal and professional experiences to tutor effectively; (c) that learning to write was a
transformative, bidirectional undertaking with experts (tutors) being affected as much as novices
(students); and (d) that students exhibited strong convictions over what makes an ideal writing tutor.
These four observations suggest that writing and tutoring writing transmit cultural knowledge,
language values, and principles of appropriate verbal and physical conduct.
  how to tutor writing: Talk About Writing Jo Mackiewicz, Isabelle Thompson, 2014-09-25 Talk
about Writing: The Tutoring Strategies of Experienced Writing Center Tutors offers a book-length
empirical study of the discourse between experienced tutors and student writers in satisfactory
conferences. The study uses a research-driven, iteratively tested framework to help writing center
directors, tutors, writing program administrators, rhetoric and composition researchers, first-year
composition instructors, and others interested in talk about writing to systematically analyze tutors’
talk and to use that analysis to train new tutors. The book strives toward two main goals: to provide
an analytical research and assessment tool—the coding scheme—that other researchers can use to
understand writing center tutor talk and to provide a close, empirical analysis of experienced tutor
talk that can facilitate tutor training. The study details tutors’ use of three categories of tutoring
strategies—instruction, cognitive scaffolding, and motivational scaffolding—at macro- and
microlevels and results in practical recommendations for improving tutor training.
  how to tutor writing: Around the Texts of Writing Center Work R. Mark Hall, 2017-05-01
Around the Texts of Writing Center Work reveals the conceptual frameworks found in and created
by ordinary writing center documents. The values and beliefs underlying course syllabi, policy
statements, website copy and comments, assessment plans, promotional flyers, and annual reports



critically inform writing center practices, including the vital undertaking of tutor education. In each
chapter, author R. Mark Hall focuses on a particular document. He examines its origins, its use by
writing center instructors and tutors, and its engagement with enduring disciplinary challenges in
the field of composition, such as tutoring and program assessment. He then analyzes each document
in the contexts of the conceptual framework at the heart of its creation and everyday application:
activity theory, communities of practice, discourse analysis, reflective practice, and inquiry-based
learning. Around the Texts of Writing Center Work approaches the analysis of writing center
documents with an inquiry stance—a call for curiosity and skepticism toward existing and proposed
conceptual frameworks—in the hope that the theoretically conscious evaluation and revision of
commonplace documents will lead to greater efficacy and more abundant research by writing center
administrators and students.
  how to tutor writing: Everyday Writing Center Anne Ellen Geller, Michele Eodice, Frankie
Condon, Meg Carroll, Elizabeth H. Boquet, 2007-04-01 The Everyday Writing Center challenges
some of the most comfortable traditions in its field, and it does so with a commitment and
persuasiveness that one seldom sees in scholarly discussion. The book, at its core, is an argument
for a new writing center consciousness--one that makes the most of the writing center's unique, and
uniquely fluid, identity. Writing center specialists live with a liminality that has been acknowledged
but not fully explored in the literature. Their disciplinary identity is with the English department, but
their mission is cross-disciplinary; their research is pedagogical, but they often report to central
administration. Their education is in humanities, but their administrative role demands constant
number-crunching. This fluid identity explains why Trickster--an icon of spontaneity, shape-shifting,
and the creative potential of chaos--has come to be a favorite cultural figure for the authors of this
book. Adapting Lewis Hyde and others, these authors use Trickster to develop a theme of ordinary
disruptions (the everyday) as a source of provocative learning moments that can liberate both
student writers and writing center staff. At the same time, the authors parlay Etienne Wenger's
concept of community of practice into an ethos for a dynamic, learner-centered pedagogy that is
especially well-suited to the peculiar teaching situation of the writing center. Through Trickster,
they question not only accepted approaches to writing center pedagogy, but conventional
approaches to race, time, leadership, and collaboration as well. They encourage their field to exploit
the creative potential in ordinary events that are normally seen as disruptive or defeating, and they
challenge traditions in the field that tend to isolate a writing center director from the department
and campus. Yet all is not random, for the authors anchor this high-risk/high-yield approach in their
commitment to a version of Wenger's community of practice. Conceiving of themselves, their
colleagues, student writers, and student tutors as co-learners engaged together in a dynamic life of
learning, the authors find a way to ground the excess and randomness of the everyday, while
advancing an ethic of mutual respect and self-challenge. Committed to testing a region beyond the
edge of convention, the authors of The Everyday Writing Center constantly push themselves and
their field toward deeper, more significant research, and more reflective, dynamic teaching.
  how to tutor writing: Researching Writing Joyce Kinkead, 2015-07-21 Researching Writing is
an accessible, informative textbook that teaches undergraduates how to conduct ethical, authentic
research in writing studies. The book introduces students to the research approaches used most
often and offers a course framework for professors creating or teaching research courses
themselves. Author Joyce Kinkead lays out the research process, including finding and defining
questions, planning, and starting the research. Expository content introduces the language and
methods of writing research, and specific methods are demonstrated in published examples,
illustrating student work using student work and showing that it is possible for students to join the
scholarly conversation in writing studies. Other features include student activities, instructor
resources, student resources, and links to external content on journal websites, digital publications,
YouTube, and similar work. The first-ever textbook for research methods in writing studies for
undergraduates, Researching Writing takes a hands-on approach that excites and engages students
in the depth and complexities of research and will influence the creation of courses in new writing



majors as the field continues to grow.
  how to tutor writing: Foundational Practices of Online Writing Instruction Beth L. Hewett,
Kevin Eric DePew, 2015-04-15 Foundational Practices in Online Writing Instruction addresses
administrators’ and instructors’ questions for developing online writing programs and courses.
Written by experts in the field, this book uniquely attends to issues of inclusive and accessible online
writing instruction in technology-enhanced settings, as well as teaching with mobile technologies
and multimodal compositions.
  how to tutor writing: The Longman Guide to Peer Tutoring Paula Gillespie, Neal Lerner,
2008 Why we tutor -- The writing process -- The tutoring process -- Examining expectations --
Observing in the writing center -- Tutoring practice -- Reflecting on the first session -- Reading in the
writing center -- Working with ESL writers -- Writing center research -- Writing centers: historical
and theoretical contexts -- Interdisciplinary and on-line tutoring -- What if
  how to tutor writing: Writing Theology Well 2nd Edition Lucretia B. Yaghjian, 2015-09-24
A working guide for students conducting theological writing and research on theology and biblical
studies courses, this book integrates the disciplines of writing, rhetoric, and theology, to provide a
standard text for the teaching and mentoring of writing across the theological curriculum.As a
theological rhetoric, it also encourages excellence in theological writing in the public domain by
helping to equip students for their wider vocations as writers, preachers, and communicators in a
variety of ministerial and professional contexts. This 2nd Edition includes new chapters on 'Writing
Theology in a New Language', which explores the linguistic and cultural challenges of writing
theology well in a non-native language, and 'Writing and Learning Theology in an Electronic Age',
addressed to distance learning students learning to write theology well from online courses, and
dealing with the technologies necessary to do so.
  how to tutor writing: Writing Center Research Paula Gillespie, Alice Gillam, Lady Falls Brown,
Byron Stay, 2001-12-01 There are writing centers at almost every college and university in the
United States, and there is an emerging body of professional discourse, research, and writing about
them. The goal of this book is to open, formalize, and further the dialogue about research in and
about writing centers. The original essays in this volume, all written by writing center researchers,
directly address current concerns in several ways: they encourage studies, data collection, and
publication by offering detailed, reflective accounts of research; they encourage a diversity of
approaches by demonstrating a range of methodologies (e.g., ethnography, longitudinal case study;
rhetorical analysis, teacher research) available to both veteran and novice writing center
professionals; they advance an ongoing conversation about writing center research by explicitly
addressing epistemological and ethical issues. The book aims to encourage and guide other
researchers, while at the same time offering new knowledge that has resulted from the studies it
analyzes.
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device, from anywhere in the world
Sign In - Tutor Sign in to your Tutor.com account Username or email address Password Remember
Me
24/7 Tutoring and Homework Help for K–12 Students At Tutor.com and The Princeton Review,



we are dedicated to expanding academic opportunity for all students by providing learner-focused
support—anytime, anywhere
Online Tutoring in Hundreds Subjects Our Subjects We’ve got you covered. Tutor.com’s expert
tutors are available in hundreds of subjects and test-prep areas, from kindergarten through college,
continuing education, and
How to Access for Free Log in to your school’s learning management system (LMS) and look for a
link to Tutor.com. If you don’t see one, please check with your school’s Tutoring or Learning Support
Center
About Us - Tutor In 2000, Tutor.com, Inc. was incorporated in the state of Delaware and began
partnering with institutions to ensure that students from all socioeconomic backgrounds would have
access to
FAQ for At Tutor.com, we partner with colleges and universities, K–12 schools and districts,
libraries, employee benefits programs, and the U.S. military to provide learners with no-cost,
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