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How to Explain Death to a Child: A Compassionate Guide for Parents and Caregivers

how to explain death to a child is one of the most delicate and challenging conversations any adult might
face. Children perceive the world differently from adults, and their understanding of abstract concepts like
death is often limited by their age and emotional development. Navigating this sensitive topic requires a gentle
approach, clear language, and a lot of patience. Whether a family pet has passed away, or there’s been the
loss of a loved one, explaining death in a way that children can comprehend without overwhelming them is
crucial for their emotional wellbeing.

Understanding How Children Perceive Death

Before diving into how to explain death to a child, it's important to recognize that children's grasp of death
evolves with age. A toddler or preschooler may not fully understand the permanence of death, often viewing it
as temporary or reversible. School-aged children begin to recognize death as final but might also perceive it as
a kind of punishment or something that happens only to others. Teenagers generally have a more adult-like
understanding but still need emotional support.

Knowing where your child stands developmentally helps tailor your explanation appropriately. Using simple,
honest terms avoids confusion and builds trust. Avoid euphemisms like “went to sleep” or “passed away”
without explanation, as these can lead to misunderstandings or fears about sleeping.

How to Explain Death to a Child: Practical Tips

Be Honest and Clear

Children need straightforward answers to their questions. Honesty doesn’t mean sharing every painful detail
but rather providing facts in a gentle and age-appropriate way. For example, saying, “Grandma’s body stopped
working, and she can’t be with us anymore,” is clearer than vague statements.

Use Simple Language

Avoid complicated medical explanations or abstract ideas. Keep your sentences short and concrete. For
younger children, explaining that death means the person or animal won’t be able to eat, breathe, or play
anymore can help make the concept more understandable.

Encourage Questions and Listen

Children may ask the same question repeatedly as they try to process the information. Answer patiently and
sincerely. Sometimes they may express fears or misunderstandings, so listening carefully lets you address their
concerns directly.



Validate Their Feelings

Grief can be confusing and overwhelming. Let children know that it’s okay to feel sad, angry, or even confused.
Sharing your own feelings can normalize their experience and foster emotional expression.

Explaining Death by Age Group

Toddlers and Preschoolers (Ages 2-5)

At this stage, children do not grasp the finality of death. They might see death as sleeping or something
temporary. Using consistent routines and reassurance helps provide a sense of security.

- Use simple words like “died” or “death” rather than euphemisms.
- Explain that the person or pet won’t be coming back.
- Avoid scary or abstract concepts that might frighten them.

School-Aged Children (Ages 6-9)

Children begin to understand that death is permanent but may have magical thinking, wondering if their thoughts
or actions caused it.

- Clarify that death is a natural part of life.
- Reassure them they are not to blame.
- Provide opportunities to express their thoughts through drawing or storytelling.

Preteens and Teenagers (Ages 10-18)

Older children have a more mature understanding but may also experience complex emotions such as guilt, anger,
or existential questions.

- Allow space for open dialogue without judgment.
- Discuss beliefs about afterlife or spirituality if relevant.
- Encourage healthy coping strategies like journaling or talking to friends.

Using Books and Stories to Help Explain Death

Sometimes, children find it easier to understand difficult topics through stories. There are many beautifully
written children’s books that address death in a compassionate way. Reading together can open up
conversations, provide comfort, and make the topic less intimidating.

Some recommended titles include:

“The Fall of Freddie the Leaf” by Leo Buscaglia – a gentle story about the life cycle and death.

“Lifetimes” by Bryan Mellonie and Robert Ingpen – explains life and death in natural terms.



“The Invisible String” by Patrice Karst – focuses on love and connection even after loss.

Choosing a story that resonates with your child’s experiences can be a helpful tool in the healing process.

Helping Children Cope After Explaining Death

Understanding death is only part of the journey—the grieving process follows. Children need ongoing support
to navigate their feelings and adjust to changes in family life.

Maintain Routines

Consistency helps children feel safe during times of upheaval. Keeping regular meal times, bedtimes, and activities
can provide comfort.

Express Emotions Together

Encourage children to share their feelings and model healthy emotional expression yourself. Crying, talking, or
even creative activities like painting can be therapeutic.

Provide Reassurance and Security

Death can trigger fears about losing other loved ones. Reassure children that they are safe and loved, and
address any anxieties they express.

Consider Professional Support

If a child struggles significantly with grief, showing signs of prolonged sadness, anxiety, or behavioral
changes, seeking a counselor or child psychologist experienced in grief can be beneficial.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Explaining Death to a Child

While intentions are always good, certain approaches may inadvertently cause confusion or fear.

Using Euphemisms Without Explanation: Phrases like “sleeping forever” can make children afraid to go to
sleep.

Overloading with Details: Sharing too much information, especially graphic or medical details, can
overwhelm.

Avoiding the Topic: Pretending death didn’t happen or skipping the conversation can make children feel
isolated or mistrustful.

Ignoring Questions: Dismissing or deflecting questions can increase anxiety.



Being mindful of these pitfalls helps create a supportive environment for a child’s understanding and healing.

How to Explain Death to a Child in Different Cultural or Religious
Contexts

Families often have unique beliefs about death and the afterlife. Integrating these perspectives can provide
comfort and meaning. Whether your family believes in reincarnation, heaven, or the continuation of the spirit,
sharing these ideas gently can help children find hope and reassurance.

It’s also important to respect diverse cultural mourning practices and involve children in rituals where
appropriate. Participating in memorial services, lighting candles, or creating memory boxes can help children
process loss in a tangible way.

---

Explaining death to a child is never easy, but approaching it with honesty, empathy, and patience can make a
significant difference. Children may revisit the topic over time, so keeping lines of communication open is essential.
By supporting them through their grief and answering their questions as they arise, you help lay a foundation
for resilience and emotional health that will serve them throughout life.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I explain death to a young child?

Use simple and clear language, avoid euphemisms, and be honest while reassuring the child that their feelings are
okay.

What is the best age to talk to a child about death?

It's best to talk to children about death as soon as they are aware of it or ask questions, tailoring the
explanation to their developmental level.

How do I handle a child's questions about death?

Answer their questions honestly and simply, encourage them to express feelings, and provide comfort and
support.

Should I use the word 'dead' when talking to children?

Yes, using the word 'dead' helps children understand the concept clearly rather than using confusing euphemisms
like 'sleeping'.

How can I comfort a child who is grieving a death?

Listen to them, validate their emotions, maintain routines, and offer physical comfort like hugs to help them feel
secure.



Is it okay to share my own feelings about death with a child?

Yes, sharing your feelings can help the child feel understood and show that it’s normal to grieve.

How do I explain the permanence of death to a child?

Explain that death means the person won’t come back and use concrete examples, while being sensitive to their
emotional readiness.

Should I involve a child in funerals or memorials?

Yes, if they want to participate, it can help with closure, but always respect their comfort level and explain
what will happen beforehand.

How do I address a child's fears about death?

Reassure them about safety, answer their questions honestly, and emphasize love and support from family and
friends.

What resources can help explain death to children?

Books, age-appropriate videos, and counseling professionals can provide helpful support and explanations
tailored to children.

Additional Resources
How to Explain Death to a Child: A Sensitive Guide for Caregivers and Parents

how to explain death to a child is a question that many parents, educators, and caregivers face at some point.
Addressing the concept of death with a young mind requires a delicate balance of honesty, empathy, and age-
appropriate communication. While death is a universal experience, children’s understanding of mortality evolves
with their cognitive and emotional development. This article explores professional approaches, psychological
insights, and practical strategies to guide adults through the challenging process of discussing death with
children.

Understanding Children's Perception of Death

Children’s comprehension of death varies significantly depending on their age, cultural background, and previous
experiences with loss. According to developmental psychology, toddlers and preschoolers (ages 2–5) often do
not grasp the permanence of death. They may view death as temporary or reversible, akin to sleeping. School-
aged children (6–12 years) begin to understand death’s finality but may struggle with the abstract nature of
it. Adolescents generally have a more adult-like understanding but still require emotional support to process
grief.

Recognizing these developmental stages is crucial for tailoring explanations about death. Overloading a child
with complex information or euphemisms can lead to confusion or fear. Conversely, avoiding the topic
altogether may foster misconceptions or feelings of isolation.

Common Challenges in Explaining Death to Children

- **Fear of causing distress:** Adults often hesitate to discuss death fearing it will traumatize the child.



- **Lack of appropriate language:** Finding simple yet accurate words that a child can understand.
- **Cultural and religious considerations:** Navigating different beliefs about death and afterlife.
- **Personal discomfort:** Adults’ own grief or uncertainty can hinder open communication.

These challenges highlight the importance of preparation and self-awareness when approaching conversations
about death with children.

Effective Strategies for Explaining Death to a Child

When addressing how to explain death to a child, experts recommend a framework grounded in clarity,
sensitivity, and responsiveness. Here are key strategies supported by research and professional practice:

Use Clear and Concrete Language

Avoid euphemisms like “passed away,” “gone to sleep,” or “lost” that may confuse young children. Instead, use
straightforward terms such as “died” or “death” and explain that it means the person’s body has stopped
working and they will not come back. Concrete language helps prevent misunderstandings and reduces anxiety.

Be Honest but Age-Appropriate

Provide information that aligns with the child’s developmental level. For younger children, simple explanations
suffice, while older children and teenagers can handle more detailed discussions about the biological and
emotional aspects of death.

Encourage Questions and Emotional Expression

Allow children to ask questions and express their feelings openly. Validate their emotions without judgment,
whether it’s sadness, anger, confusion, or fear. This approach fosters trust and helps children process their
grief constructively.

Use Stories, Analogies, or Visual Aids

Books, stories, or drawings about death can help children understand and normalize the experience. For example,
using the analogy of the life cycle in nature—such as flowers blooming and wilting—can illustrate the
concept of life and death in a relatable way.

Reassure Safety and Stability

Children often worry about their own safety or that of other loved ones after learning about death. Reassure
them that they are safe and that adults will do their best to protect and care for them.

Role of Culture and Religion in Explaining Death

Cultural and religious beliefs significantly influence how death is perceived and explained to children. For some



families, discussing death may involve talking about an afterlife, reincarnation, or spiritual continuity. Others
may emphasize mourning rituals or community support.

Incorporating these beliefs into conversations can provide comfort and a sense of meaning. However, caregivers
should remain sensitive to a child’s unique perspective and avoid imposing beliefs that might conflict with the
child’s understanding or feelings.

Balancing Science and Spirituality

While scientific explanations clarify the physical reality of death, spiritual or cultural narratives can
address existential questions and emotional needs. Combining both approaches in an age-appropriate way often
helps children grasp the multifaceted nature of death.

Supporting Children Through Grief After a Loss

Explaining death is only the first step; supporting children through the grieving process is an ongoing
responsibility. Children may express grief differently than adults, often through changes in behavior, play, or
school performance.

Signs of Grief in Children

Regression to earlier behaviors (e.g., bedwetting, clinginess)

Withdrawal or irritability

Physical complaints like headaches or stomachaches

Difficulty concentrating or changes in sleep patterns

Recognizing these signs allows caregivers to provide timely emotional support or seek professional help if
needed.

Creating a Supportive Environment

- Maintain routines to provide a sense of security.
- Encourage open communication about memories and feelings.
- Involve children in memorial activities if they wish.
- Model healthy expressions of grief.

Professional counseling or child psychologists can be valuable resources when grief becomes overwhelming or
prolonged.

Pros and Cons of Different Approaches to Explaining Death

Various approaches exist for how to explain death to a child, each with advantages and drawbacks.



Using Direct Explanation

Pros: Clarity and honesty help build trust; reduces misconceptions.

Cons: May be emotionally challenging for very young children.

Using Metaphors or Euphemisms

Pros: Softens the harshness of death; may be less frightening initially.

Cons: Potentially confusing; may lead to false hope or misunderstandings.

Deferring Explanation

Pros: Avoids immediate distress.

Cons: Children may feel excluded or develop incorrect ideas from other sources.

Balancing these approaches requires assessing the child’s temperament, maturity, and family context.

Conclusion

How to explain death to a child remains a profound challenge for adults navigating one of life’s most difficult
conversations. By employing clear communication, emotional sensitivity, and developmental awareness,
caregivers can help children understand and cope with death in a healthy way. Integrating cultural values and
providing ongoing support further strengthens a child’s capacity to process grief and build resilience.
Ultimately, honest and compassionate dialogue about death lays the foundation for children to confront
loss with understanding and hope.
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  how to explain death to a child: How to Explain Death, Loss, and Grief to Children Judy
Helm Wright, 2015-05-22 Many people in Western cultures are uncomfortable using the words:
dead, death, or dying. Instead, the event is described using euphuisms: passing over, passed away,
transitioned to the other side, even gone to sleep and won't wake up. Children, who may have seen
bugs die, or dead birds, or may have even buried a pet, really have no frame of reference for passing
away. Children need to be given information about the death, in a caring and calm manner,
according to their age and understanding. Each child will then be able to absorb the reality and
begin greiving and processing facts and feelings in his or her own way . The loss of a beloved pet
may be the first death experience children face. It is very traumatic for the child and should not be
trivialized. Their feelings and emotions are very real and they are trying to process the situation as
best they can. They need the support and understanding of caring adults to work through what has
happened and what it means to them personally. Pet loss can be a catalyst for growth and
understanding for the whole family.
  how to explain death to a child: A Bedtime Story for Jeffrey Carol Kirk Witbeck, 2023-12
Book Synopsis: This story was written for children who have lost someone they love through death.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/how-to-explain-death-to-a-child.pdf


It is a charming story of a mother comforting her son with answers to the innocent questions of a
child who has lost his father. The story is simple and direct and written in a loving, tender way. It
was written with the sincere hope that it would bring peace to those who read it-even the grown-ups.
Autobiography: Carol Kirk Witbeck has instructed children and teenage church groups for over 32
years. She served alongside her husband as a County 4H Youth Advisor and was employed by the
Utah PTA helping to provide support to over 900 public schools. Currently she and her husband,
Ned, are retired and living in their home in the beautiful mountains of Morgan Utah. Together they
have two children and four grandchildren. Carol finds great joy in new creative challenges. She loves
to play her flute, write a little poetry, create works of art (of various sorts) for her family and friends,
do a little quilting, and showing that she tries to reflect what she steadfastly believes, she has
written a beautiful song about the Savior. Like countless others, she has experienced the sorrow that
follows the death of a loved one but has found solace in the understanding of a joyful reunion with
them in the world to come.
  how to explain death to a child: How to Explain Death to a Child Wolfe Rakusin,
2008-10-28 A simple guide for parents and carers on how to help children deal with death. Drawn
from the author's own experience.
  how to explain death to a child: Lifetimes Bryan Mellonie, 2009-09-16 When the death of a
relative, a friend, or a pet happens or is about to happen . . . how can we help a child to understand?
Lifetimes is a moving book for children of all ages, even parents too. It lets us explain life and death
in a sensitive, caring, beautiful way. Lifetimes tells us about beginnings. And about endings. And
about living in between. With large, wonderful illustrations, it tells about plants. About animals.
About people. It tells that dying is as much a part of living as being born. It helps us to remember. It
helps us to understand. Lifetimes . . . a very special, very important book for you and your child. The
book that explains—beautifully—that all living things have their own special Lifetimes.
  how to explain death to a child: Children and Grief Joey O’Connor, 2004-11 A sensitive,
compassionate book that helps parents teach their children the truth about death and dying.
  how to explain death to a child: A Bedtime Story for Jeffrey Virginia Quayle, 2016-12
  how to explain death to a child: How to Explain Death to a Child J. Rosenblum, Tiftarea
Funeral Home, 1963
  how to explain death to a child: On Children and Death Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, 2011-07-26 On
Children and Death is a major addition to the classic works of Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, whose On
Death and Dying and Living with Death and Dying have been continuing sources of strength and
solace for tens of millions of devoted readers worldwide. Based on a decade of working with dying
children, this compassionate book offers the families of dead and dying children the help -- and hope
-- they need to survive. In warm, simple language, Dr. Kübler-Ross speaks directly to the fears,
doubts, anger, confusion, and anguish of parents confronting the terminal illness or sudden death of
a child.
  how to explain death to a child: Guiding Your Child Through Grief James P. Emswiler, Mary
Ann Emswiler, 2009-07-22 Give your child the help and support needed to cope with grief and loss.
Guiding Your Child Through Grief, by the founders of the New England Center for Loss & Transition
and The Cove, a highly praised program for grieving children, takes away the uncertainty and
helpless feelings we commonly feel as we reach out to children who mourn. This caring and
compassionate guide offers expert advice during difficult days to help a child grieve the death of a
parent or sibling. Based on their experience as counselors--and as parents of grieving children--the
authors help readers to understand: The many ways children grieve, often in secret Changes in
family dynamics after death--and straightforward, effective ways to ease the transition Ways to
communicate with children about death and grief How to cope with the intense sorrow triggered by
holidays The signs grief has turned to depression--and where to find help And more insights,
information, and advice that can help a child heal
  how to explain death to a child: 1001 Great Ideas for Teaching and Raising Children with
Autism Veronica Zysk, Ellen Notbohm, 2012-10-01 Anyone browsing autism books might question



that two authors could amass this many ideas and that all of them would be ‘great,’ but this book
delivers.” — from the Foreword by Dr. Temple Grandin Over 1800 try-it-now tips, eye-opening
perspectives, and time-saving strategies abound in this revised edition of the 2004
multi-award-winning book that has been read and reread again and again by hundreds of thousands
of people in fourteen languages around the world. Readers can easily find explanations and solutions
that speak to the diverse spectrum of developmental levels, learning styles, and abilities inherent in
autistic children, at home, at school, and in the community. Ideas are offered in six domains: Sensory
Integration, Communication and Language, Behavior, Daily Living, Thinking Social, Being Social,
and Teachers and Learners. The Table of Contents details more than 330 subjects, making it easy to
quickly pinpoint needed information. Accessible ideas that don’t require expensive devices or hours
of time to implement. Relatable ideas and solutions to situations that most parents, educators,
and/or family members will recognize. Functional ideas that help prepare the autistic child for a
meaningful adulthood. Awards for 1001 Great Ideas: Winner of the Eric Hoffer Book Award for
Legacy Nonfiction Winner of the American Legacy Book Award for Education/Academic Winner of
the American Legacy Book Award for Parenting and Relationships Silver medal, Independent
Publishers Book Awards Gold award, Mom’s Choice Awards Finalist, American Legacy Book Awards,
Cross-genre Nonfiction Teachers Choice Award, Learning magazine
  how to explain death to a child: Perspectives on the Experience of Sudden, Unexpected
Child Death Denise Turner, 2017-10-27 This book combines autobiography and innovative narrative
research to create an original psychosocial perspective on the often taboo subject of sudden,
unexpected child death. Beginning with the author’s own experience, the book investigates manifold
aspects of sudden, unexpected child death, including the professional rapid response; contemporary
cultural reactions to death; theories of grieving; child death inquiries and popular media reporting.
At the heart of the book are intimate personal stories, drawn from unprecedented psychosocial
research on this topic, which combine to create a unique record of parent’s experiences following
the sudden and unexpected death of a child. Additionally, the book offers original guidance on the
Biographic Narrative Interpretive methodology, which extends knowledge of group data analysis.
The book will be of great methodological interest to the psychosocial community, as well as to health
and social care professionals and lay readers interested in both sudden, unexpected child death and
the wider field.
  how to explain death to a child: How to Talk to Kids About Anything Robyn Silverman PhD,
2023-10-10 THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER A step-by-step guide to answering your kids' toughest
questions When people die, where do they go? Why is her skin darker than mine? But how does the
baby get in there? Don't panic. While we know that the first step to connecting deeply with our kids
is being able to communicate, empathize, and answer their biggest queries, what do you do when
that tricky-to-answer question comes out of the blue? Sometimes we just don't know what to say, so
we simply change the subject or give a quick, throwaway answer—and hope it doesn't come up
again. Dr. Robyn Silverman, host of the How to Talk to Kids About Anything Parenting Podcast, gets
it. A child development specialist and mom, she'll stick with you every step of the way. In this book,
Dr. Robyn takes you through the whole spectrum of kids' curious questions, giving you the strategies
and scripts to prepare you for life's most challenging conversations. That way your kids get
age-appropriate information straight from you, their trusted source, rather than from peers, the
media, or the internet. You'll learn how to develop calm, well-thought-out answers to tricky
questions on subjects including: Death Sex Friendship Divorce Money And more! Drawing on the
expertise of dozens of well-known experts, Dr. Robyn's decades of working with children and teens,
and her personal experience as a mom, How to Talk to Kids About Anything is a vital resource for
parents who value having honest, meaningful conversations with their kids. When you just can't find
the right words, this book will be your guide to talking to your kids about anything as they grow
from toddlers to teens... and beyond. Makes for a thoughtful gift for new parents!
  how to explain death to a child: How Do We Tell the Children? Dan Schaefer, 2011-01-11 This
classic, step-by-step guide to talking about death, separation, and loss with children and teens



features timely new material on dealing with trauma, addressing violence in schools, and helping
grandparents cope as caregivers. Many children's lives are touched by a serious illness within their
families, and some will be faced with the loss of a parent or grandparent, or the death of a sibling or
beloved pet. How can adults help young people cope with these losses? How do they explain and
console in language that a child can understand? Dr. Daniel Schaefer, working with child
psychologists.
  how to explain death to a child: Support Groups For Children Kathleen O'Rourke, John C.
Worzbyt, 2013-08-21 Designed for use with children in grades K-6, this book provides a review of
support groups: their nature and value; the tripartite model of children's needs, behaviours they
need to learn and environmental conditions that support learning; the Keystone Learning Model,
which encompasses the tripartite model, strengths and decision-making; and 'nuts and bolts'
suggestions for creating and managing child support groups. The book also addresses various
support groups chapter by chapter and homework ideas are provided with each chapter.
  how to explain death to a child: Childhood Cancer Honna Janes-Hodder, Nancy Keene,
2014-03-01 This second edition of the most complete parent guide available features detailed and
precise medical information about solid tumor childhood cancers, including neuroblastoma, Wilms
tumor, liver tumors, soft tissue sarcomas, and bone sarcomas. In addition, it offers day-to-day
practical advice on how to cope with procedures, hospitalization, family and friends, school, financial
issues, and communication. Woven among the medical details and the practical advice are the voices
of parents and children who have lived with cancer and its treatments. As many parents know,
advice from veteran parents can be a lifeline. Obtaining a basic understanding of topics such as
medical terminology, how drugs work, common side effects of chemotherapy, and how to work more
effectively with medical personnel improves the quality of life for the whole family. Having parents
describe their own emotional ups and downs, how they coped, and how they molded their family life
around hospitalizations can be a tremendous comfort. Just knowing that there are other kids on
chemotherapy who refuse to eat anything but tacos or who have frequent rages can make one feel
less alone. Parents who read this book will find understandable medical infomation, obtain advice
that eases their daily life, and feel empowered to be strong advocates for their child. It also contains
a personal treatment summary and long-term follow-up guide for your child to keep as a permanent
record.
  how to explain death to a child: LIFE , 1972-10-20 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  how to explain death to a child: Understanding Death and Dying Frank E. Eyetsemitan,
2020-07-16 Understanding Death and Dying teaches students about death, dying, bereavement, and
afterlife beliefs by asking them to apply this content to their lives and to the world around them.
Students see differing cultural experiences discussed in context with key theories and research. The
text’s pedagogy delivers relevant multi- and cross-cultural applications and connections across
topics. This helps students evaluate their personal assumptions and appreciate how the content
applies to their own current and future roles as individuals, family members, work colleagues, and
as part of a community. The text simultaneously challenges learners to consider their own
perspectives and to think critically about the parallels between their own lives and different
cultures. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known
as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable,
chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  how to explain death to a child: Helping Children Cope With Grief Alan Wolfelt, 2013-08-21
First published in 1984. A common myth is that that young children (say around three years of age)
do not understand death or give the death of friend, pet, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, other
relative, or give it a Raggedy-Ann doll meaning. However, research has indicated that they do. If it is



difficult for us to think about our death, it is the author’s hypothesis that to think of the death of our
children is an even greater difficulty. We dread the thought of our children suffering pain, dying, and
death. Similarly the thought of our children suffering grief is difficult for us to comprehend. Helping
Children Cope With Grief is more universal to more than the area of grief and is a valuable tool for
parents, teachers, and counselors when their goal is to develop happier, more loving children.
  how to explain death to a child: Childhood Brain & Spinal Cord Tumors Tania
Shiminski-Maher, Catherine Woodman, Nancy Keene, 2014-09-01 Each year about 4,000 children
and teens in the United States are diagnosed with a brain or spinal cord tumor. The illness and its
treatment can have devastating effects on family, friends, schoolmates, and the larger community.
This newly updated edition contains essential information families need during this difficult time. It
includes descriptions of the newest treatments, such as computer-assisted surgery, stem cell
transplants, and targeted therapies as well as practical advice about how to cope with diagnosis,
medical procedures, hospitalization, school, and finances. Woven throughout the text are true
stories&–&–practical, poignant, moving, funny&–&–from more than 100 children with cancer, their
siblings, and their parents. The book, reviewed by renowned experts in childhood cancer, also
contains a cancer survivor's treatment record.
  how to explain death to a child: What Does Dead Mean? Caroline Jay, Jenni Thomas, Unity-Joy
Dale, 2012 Provides answers to difficult questions children may have about death and dying.
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Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
Explain Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary EXPLAIN meaning: 1 : to make
(something) clear or easy to understand; 2 : to tell, show, or be the reason for or cause of something
explain, v. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English There are 13 meanings listed in
OED's entry for the verb explain, five of which are labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning & use’ for
definitions, usage, and quotation evidence
EXPLAIN Synonyms: 50 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Some common
synonyms of explain are elucidate, explicate, expound, and interpret. While all these words mean "to
make something clear or understandable," explain implies a making
Explain - Grammar - Cambridge Dictionary Explain - English Grammar Today - a reference to
written and spoken English grammar and usage - Cambridge Dictionary
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