history of the ferris wheel

The Fascinating History of the Ferris Wheel: From Invention to Iconic Landmark

history of the ferris wheel is a story filled with innovation, engineering marvels, and a bit of
showmanship. It’s a tale that begins in the late 19th century and stretches across continents,
captivating millions with its towering presence and breathtaking views. Whether you’ve enjoyed a
gentle ride at a local fair or marveled at one of the world’s largest Ferris wheels, understanding how
this amusement ride came to be adds another layer of appreciation to the experience.

The Origins: A Bold Idea Takes Shape

The history of the Ferris wheel officially begins with George Washington Gale Ferris Jr., an American
engineer who sought to create a structure that would rival the Eiffel Tower, the star attraction of the
1889 Paris Exposition. The Eiffel Tower had captured the world’s imagination, and when Chicago
was preparing to host the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, the organizers wanted something
equally spectacular for visitors.

George Ferris and the Birth of the Giant Wheel

George Ferris was a bridge-builder by trade. His expertise in structural engineering gave him the
confidence to design a massive wheel that could safely carry passengers high above the ground. The
original Ferris wheel was a groundbreaking feat. Standing 264 feet tall with a diameter of 250 feet,
it was an engineering marvel of its time.

The wheel featured 36 cars, each capable of holding up to 60 people, meaning it could accommodate
over 2,000 riders per revolution. This was no small feat considering the materials and technology
available in the late 1800s. Constructed primarily from steel, the Ferris wheel used a system of
spokes and a central axle similar to a bicycle wheel but on a colossal scale.

Challenges and Triumphs

Building the wheel was not without its challenges. Skeptics doubted its safety and feasibility, and the
construction faced delays and logistical hurdles. However, when it debuted on June 21, 1893, it was
an instant success. Visitors marveled at the panoramic views of Chicago, and the wheel quickly
became the centerpiece of the exposition.

This original structure only operated for a few years before being dismantled, but it set the stage for
Ferris wheels worldwide. The wheel was not just an amusement ride; it was a symbol of American
ingenuity and ambition.



Evolution Through the 20th Century

As the 20th century progressed, Ferris wheels evolved in design, size, and purpose. The initial
concept inspired countless replicas and adaptations, ranging from small portable models at local
fairs to enormous permanent installations in major cities.

Technological Advances

Early Ferris wheels were manually operated or powered by steam engines. With the advent of
electricity, wheels became smoother, safer, and more reliable. Advances in materials such as
reinforced steel allowed for taller and sturdier constructions.

One notable development was the inclusion of enclosed cabins or gondolas, which enhanced rider
comfort and made it possible to operate the wheels year-round, even in colder climates.

Global Spread and Cultural Impact

The history of the Ferris wheel is not confined to the United States. By the early 1900s, Ferris
wheels appeared in Europe, Asia, and elsewhere, each adapted to local tastes and engineering
norms. For example, the Wiener Riesenrad in Vienna, built in 1897, became one of the oldest
surviving Ferris wheels and remains a beloved cultural landmark.

Ferris wheels became synonymous with fairs, amusement parks, and city skylines. They offered a
unique vantage point to view urban landscapes and natural scenery, turning a simple ride into a
memorable experience.

Modern Marvels: The Ferris Wheel Today

Today, Ferris wheels have reached new heights—in both literal and figurative senses. The modern
era has seen the emergence of "observation wheels," massive structures designed not just for
amusement but as tourist attractions and architectural icons.

Record-Breaking Wheels

Some of the world’s tallest Ferris wheels include the High Roller in Las Vegas, the Singapore Flyer,
and the London Eye. These wheels often reach heights exceeding 400 feet, dwarfing the original
Ferris wheel in Chicago.

These modern giants feature climate-controlled capsules, advanced safety systems, and
sophisticated lighting, transforming them into landmarks that define city skylines.



Engineering and Design Innovations

Contemporary Ferris wheels incorporate cutting-edge engineering techniques, such as computer-
aided design (CAD) and high-strength composite materials. Designers pay close attention to
aesthetics, ensuring the wheel complements its surroundings and becomes a work of art as much as
a ride.

Some wheels also integrate multimedia elements, like LED displays and interactive features,
enhancing the visitor experience beyond the ride itself.

Why the Ferris Wheel Endures

What makes the Ferris wheel a timeless attraction? Perhaps it’s the perfect blend of simplicity and
spectacle. The circular motion, the gentle pace, and the sweeping views create a sense of wonder
accessible to people of all ages.

Emotional and Symbolic Appeal

Riding a Ferris wheel often evokes nostalgia and romance. It’s a shared experience that brings
people together, whether on a date, a family outing, or a solo adventure. The wheel’s rotation can
symbolize life’s cycles, the passage of time, or the ups and downs we all face.

Tips for Enjoying a Ferris Wheel Ride

If you're planning to ride a Ferris wheel, here are a few tips to make the most of it:

e Choose a ride during sunset or at night for spectacular views of city lights or natural scenery.

e If possible, opt for a cabin that allows you to face the direction of the view you want to
capture.

e Bring a camera or smartphone, but be mindful of others’ space and safety during the ride.

e Check the weather conditions; a clear day offers the best visibility and comfort.

The Ferris Wheel in Popular Culture and Beyond

The history of the Ferris wheel also includes its prominent place in popular culture. It has appeared
in countless films, books, and artworks, often symbolizing joy, suspense, or the passage to a new



perspective.

In some cities, Ferris wheels have become iconic meeting points and tourist magnets. They also play
roles in festivals, celebrations, and even nighttime light shows, reinforcing their status as cultural
touchstones.

Whether you see it as a simple amusement ride or a grand architectural achievement, the Ferris
wheel continues to inspire and delight people around the globe. Its history is a testament to human
creativity and the universal desire to reach new heights—both literally and figuratively.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who invented the Ferris wheel?

The Ferris wheel was invented by George Washington Gale Ferris Jr., an American engineer, in
1893.

When and where was the first Ferris wheel unveiled?

The first Ferris wheel was unveiled at the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Illinois.

What was the purpose of building the original Ferris wheel?

The original Ferris wheel was built to rival the Eiffel Tower, which had been the centerpiece of the
1889 Paris Exposition, and to showcase American engineering ingenuity.

How tall was the original Ferris wheel?

The original Ferris wheel was 264 feet (80 meters) tall.

What materials were used to construct the first Ferris wheel?

The first Ferris wheel was constructed primarily from steel and iron.

How many passengers could the original Ferris wheel carry at
one time?

The original Ferris wheel had 36 cars, each capable of holding up to 60 passengers, allowing about
2,160 people to ride at once.

How did the Ferris wheel influence future amusement rides?

The Ferris wheel set a precedent for large-scale amusement rides and inspired the development of
similar observation wheels around the world.



What is the historical significance of the Ferris wheel?

The Ferris wheel symbolized technological progress and innovation during the late 19th century and
became an iconic feature of fairs and amusement parks globally.

Are there any famous Ferris wheels that followed the original?

Yes, notable Ferris wheels include the London Eye in England, the Singapore Flyer, and the High
Roller in Las Vegas, each representing advancements in size and technology.

Additional Resources
History of the Ferris Wheel: A Journey Through Engineering Marvels and Cultural Icons

history of the ferris wheel traces back to the late 19th century, marking a revolutionary moment
in amusement ride design and urban entertainment. This towering structure, now a staple at
amusement parks and city skylines worldwide, was originally conceived as an engineering solution
to demonstrate American ingenuity and captivate the public imagination. Understanding the history
of the ferris wheel reveals not only the evolution of mechanical design but also shifts in social
leisure, technological advancements, and global cultural impact.

The Genesis: Origins and Invention of the Ferris Wheel

The history of the ferris wheel is inseparable from its inventor, George Washington Gale Ferris Jr., a
civil engineer from Pittsburgh. In 1893, Ferris unveiled his creation at the World’s Columbian
Exposition in Chicago, aiming to rival the Eiffel Tower’s impact at the 1889 Paris Exposition. Prior to
Ferris’s design, large rotating wheels had been attempted in Europe, but none combined the scale,
safety, and engineering precision that his wheel exhibited.

Ferris’s original wheel stood 264 feet tall and featured 36 passenger cars, each capable of holding
up to 60 people. This massive structure was a feat of steel construction, balancing immense weight
with structural integrity. The wheel’s purpose was twofold: to provide a breathtaking panoramic
view of Chicago and to symbolize the United States’ industrial prowess.

Engineering Innovations and Architectural Significance

The design of the ferris wheel incorporated several pioneering engineering techniques. It utilized a
steel frame constructed from hundreds of tons of steel riveted together, a then-novel approach that
contributed to the rise of skyscraper construction. The wheel’s rim was supported by tensioned steel
cables, much like the spokes of a bicycle wheel, distributing the load evenly and enhancing stability
under dynamic loads.

The drive mechanism employed steam-powered engines to rotate the wheel slowly and smoothly,
ensuring passenger comfort and safety. This integration of mechanical power with large-scale
structural design was groundbreaking at the time.



The Ferris Wheel’s Evolution Through Time

Following the success of the original Ferris wheel, numerous variations and improvements emerged
across the globe, reflecting changing tastes, technological advancements, and new materials.

Early 20th Century Developments

In the early 1900s, smaller ferris wheels began appearing at fairs and amusement parks, utilizing
electric motors instead of steam engines. These models were more accessible and easier to maintain.
The popularity of these rides grew steadily, becoming emblematic of leisure culture in urban
societies.

One notable example is the Wiener Riesenrad in Vienna, constructed in 1897, which remains
operational today and is considered a cultural landmark. This wheel demonstrated how ferris wheels
could transcend mere amusement rides to become tourist attractions and symbols of city identity.

Mid-Century Innovations and Global Spread

By the mid-20th century, ferris wheels had diversified in design and scale. The introduction of safer
materials like aluminum and reinforced concrete allowed for larger and more durable structures.
Electric motors became more efficient, enabling smoother rides and increased passenger capacity.

The World’s Fair of 1962 in Seattle showcased the Seattle Great Wheel prototype, influencing future

generations of observation wheels. The concept of integrating ferris wheels into urban environments
as observation decks gained traction, blending entertainment with sightseeing.

Modern Ferris Wheels: Architectural Icons and Tourist
Attractions

In recent decades, the history of the ferris wheel has continued with the emergence of “observation
wheels,” characterized by enclosed cabins, advanced engineering, and integration into cityscapes.

Notable Contemporary Ferris Wheels

e The London Eye: Opened in 2000, it stands 443 feet tall and features 32 sealed capsules. It
redefined the ferris wheel as a modern observation platform, attracting millions annually.

e The Singapore Flyer: At 541 feet, it briefly held the title of the world’s tallest ferris wheel. Its
design focuses on panoramic views of the city’s skyline and Marina Bay area.



e The High Roller in Las Vegas: At 550 feet, it is the tallest in the world as of its opening in
2014. Its large capsules offer luxury experiences, combining entertainment with high
technology.

Technological Advances and Passenger Experience

Modern ferris wheels incorporate climate-controlled cabins, advanced lighting systems, and digital
displays, enhancing rider comfort and engagement. Safety standards have also evolved to include
rigorous testing and redundant control systems, reducing risks associated with mechanical failure.

The rise of smart technology has introduced interactive experiences, with audio guides, augmented
reality views, and app-based ticketing systems becoming common.

The Cultural and Economic Impact of Ferris Wheels

Ferris wheels have transcended their role as mere amusement rides to become cultural symbols,
economic drivers, and landmarks.

Symbolism and Urban Identity

Cities worldwide have adopted ferris wheels to create iconic skylines and boost tourism. They often
symbolize modernity, innovation, and leisure. For example, the London Eye has become a national
symbol of London, frequently featured in media and celebrations.

Economic Benefits and Challenges

While ferris wheels attract millions of visitors, their construction and maintenance demand
substantial investment. Project planning must consider site location, engineering constraints, and
long-term operational costs. Some cities have faced criticism over budget overruns or
underutilization of these structures.

Nonetheless, successful ferris wheels contribute significantly to local economies by generating
tourism revenue, creating jobs, and revitalizing urban areas.

Conclusion: The Ferris Wheel’s Enduring Legacy

The history of the ferris wheel is a testament to human creativity, engineering prowess, and the
desire for shared experiences. From George Ferris’s 1893 masterpiece to today’s towering
observation wheels, the ferris wheel continues to evolve, blending tradition with innovation. Its



enduring appeal lies in the unique combination of thrill, panoramic vistas, and symbolic grandeur
that it offers to millions worldwide. As technology advances and urban landscapes transform, the
ferris wheel remains a dynamic icon reflecting societal progress and the universal joy of leisure.

History Of The Ferris Wheel

history of the ferris wheel: Ferris Wheels Norman D. Anderson, 1992 Anderson (North
Carolina State University) is clearly obsessed with the Ferris Wheel. He describes the conception
and construction of the first example--at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 1893.
Imitators and variations are described and illustrated with period photos and patent drawings. An
appendix contains 115 pages of patent drawings. A charming, unique book (that will win no graphics
awards). Paper edition (unseen), $29.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

history of the ferris wheel: A Brief History of the Ferris Wheel Ferris Wheel Co, 1893

history of the ferris wheel: Mr. Ferris and His Wheel Kathryn Gibbs Davis, 2014 Examines
how the engineer George Ferris invented and constructed the amusement park ride that bears his
name for the 1893 Chicago World's Fair.

history of the ferris wheel: The Amusement Park Stephen M. Silverman, 2019-05-07
Experience the electrifying, never-before-told true story of amusement parks, from the middle ages
to present day, and meet the colorful (and sometimes criminal) characters who are responsible for
their enchanting charms. Step right up! The Amusement Park is a rich, anecdotal history that begins
nine centuries ago with the pleasure gardens of Europe and England and ends with the most
elaborate modern parks in the world. It's a history told largely through the stories of the colorful,
sometimes hedonistic characters who built them, including: Showmen like Joseph and Nicholas
Schenck and Marcus Loew Railroad barons Andrew Mellon and Henry E. Huntington The men who
ultimately destroyed the parks, including Robert Moses and Fred Trump Gifted artisans and
craft-people who brought the parks to life An amazing cast of supporting players, from Al Capone to
Annie Oakley And, of course, this is a full-throttle celebration of the rides, those marvels of
engineering and heart-stopping thrills from an author, Stephen Silverman, whose life-long passion
for his subject shines through. The parks and fairs featured include the 1893 Chicago World's Fair,
Coney Island, Steeplechase Park, Dreamland, Euclid Beach Park, Cedar Point, Palisades Park,
Ferrari World, Dollywood, Sea World, Six Flags Great Adventure, Universal Studios, Disney World
and Disneyland, and many more.

history of the ferris wheel: The Prince of Wheelwrights Jack Klasey, 2021-04-21 In 1889,
Gustave Eiffel's 984-foot iron tower was the wonder and signature engineering accomplishment of
the Paris Universal Exposition.In 1892, a young American civil engineer -responding to a challenge
to create a symbolic attraction for the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago-proposed erecting a
huge steel structure that would have an important characteristic that the Eiffel Tower did not: it
would move. George Ferris envisioned a rotating 250-foot steel wheel that would carry more than
2,000 passengers at a time. Many of his fellow engineers doubted Ferris' wheel could be built.
Columbian Exposition officials reluctantly granted permission to erect the wheel. In an incredible
feat of logistics, Ferris marshalled the efforts of the nation's leading steel mills and fabricating
companies to produce the wheel's thousands of component parts and ship them to Chicago for
assembly.On June 21, 1893, the Ferris Wheel carried its first paying riders to a vantage point high
above the fairgrounds. It quickly became the symbol and one of the most popular attractions of the
World's Fair, drawing nearly 1.5 million riders.The Prince of Wheelwrights: George Ferris and His
Great Wheel goes beyond the tragically short life story of a successful and innovative civil engineer
to present the first thoroughly researched and highly detailed history of the Ferris Wheel itself.
Drawing upon contemporary newspaper and magazine sources, as well as Ferris' own words, the


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/history-of-the-ferris-wheel.pdf

book traces the Wheel's thirteen-year existence from its genesis at dinner in a Chicago restaurant to
its dynamiting and conversion to scrap metal in St. Louis, Missouri. at the end of a second World's
Fair appearance.

history of the ferris wheel: A Brief History of the Invention and Construction of the Ferris
Wheel , 1893

history of the ferris wheel: A Thrilling Journey Through New Jersey's Amusement Parks
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-10 Embark on an exhilarating journey through New Jersey's beloved
amusement parks in this comprehensive guide. Discover the rich history, iconic attractions, and
enduring magic of these timeless destinations. From the vibrant boardwalks of Seaside Heights to
the heart-pounding rides of Six Flags Great Adventure, New Jersey's amusement parks offer an array
of experiences that cater to every thrill-seeker and adventure enthusiast. Step into a world of
excitement as you explore the unique stories behind each park's creation, the visionaries who
brought them to life, and the innovations that have shaped their evolution. Relive the nostalgia of
classic wooden roller coasters, shriek with delight on modern steel behemoths, and uncover the
hidden gems that make each park a one-of-a-kind adventure. Delve into the cultural impact of New
Jersey's amusement parks, examining their role in shaping the state's tourism industry, their
influence on popular culture, and their reflection of society's evolving tastes and values. Explore the
challenges facing these parks in the 21st century, from the rise of digital entertainment to the
ever-present need for safety and security. Gain insights into the strategies and innovations employed
to ensure the continued success and relevance of these cherished destinations. As you conclude your
journey through the pages of this guide, you'll gain a deeper appreciation for the enduring legacy of
New Jersey's amusement parks. Gaze into the future as we consider the emerging trends shaping
the industry, from the integration of cutting-edge technology to the focus on immersive experiences.
Discover how these parks are adapting and evolving to guarantee their popularity for generations to
come. Whether you're a seasoned amusement park aficionado or simply seeking a thrilling
adventure, this guide is your ultimate companion to the wonders that await you in New Jersey's
amusement parks. Prepare to be captivated, amazed, and transported to a realm of pure enjoyment
as you embark on this exhilarating journey through the Garden State's amusement park treasures. If
you like this book, write a review!

history of the ferris wheel: Secret Reno: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure Janice
Oberding, 2021-04-01 With a well-known nickname like the “Biggest Little City in the World,” you
might think Reno has no secrets. But you shouldn’t bet on that. For example, What is Reno’s
connection to Mount Rushmore? How can you participate in a real-life cattle drive, see a shrunken
head, or sip a glass of Picon punch in the midst of poltergeists? Arm yourself instead with Secret
Reno: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure, and you’ll soon discover these and many more
of the city’s secrets and lesser-known adventures. How about a lazy day kayaking down the Truckee
River? You might want to climb the world’s tallest artificial climbing wall, or take a stroll where the
lynching of an innocent man occurred in 1892. But be warned—his angry ghost is said to haunt the
location, occasionally harassing passersby. If you've donned your leathers and are all in for a bike
ride, you might want to know that Reno has an annual motorcycle rally not to be missed. Local
author Janice Oberding loves to find adventure off the beaten path and be your guide to
unconventional, but worthwhile, exploration. All you'll need is here in this book about the Biggest
Little City’s secrets.

history of the ferris wheel: Historic Photos of the Chicago World's Fair, 2010-05-28
Chicago’s World’s Columbian Exposition, popularly called the Chicago World’s Fair, or the White
City, was the largest and most spectacular world’s fair ever built. The Columbian Exposition opened
on May 1, 1893, and more than 21,000,000 people visited the fair during the six months it was open
to the public. The White City was a seminal event in America’s history that changed the way the
world viewed Chicago. Fortunately, the fair was documented in stunning photographs by commercial
and amateur photographers. This volume tells the story of the fair from its construction in Jackson
Park to its destruction by fire after the fair had closed. Photographs of the exhibition halls, state




buildings, foreign buildings, indoor and outdoor exhibits, the attractions of the Midway, and the
various ways to move about the fairgrounds give a sense of how visitors experienced this
extraordinary time and place.

history of the ferris wheel: The Man Who Invented the Ferris Wheel Dani Sneed, 2013-07-01
George Washington Gale Ferris, Jr. was an American engineer. He graduated from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, where he was a member of the Rensselaer Society of Engineers, in
the class of 1881 with a degree in Civil Engineering. He was made a member of the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute Alumni Hall of Fame in 1998. He is most famous for creating the original Ferris
Wheel for the 1893 Chicago World's Columbian Exposition.

history of the ferris wheel: Proxistant Vision Synne Tollerud Bull, Dragan Miletic,
2025-06-24 How the surge in aerial technologies, such as drones and satellites, influences visual
culture beyond the screen. The smooth flight from aerial overview to intimate close-up in Martin
Scorsese’s Hugo (2011) exemplifies the concept of proxistant vision: a combination of proximity and
distance, close-up and overview, detail and the big picture, in a unified visual form. In Proxistant
Vision, Synne Bull and Dragan Miletic develop the concept of proxistant vision and trace its
emergence as a visual paradigm of the twenty-first century. As exemplified by Google Earth’s digital
swipe between globe perspective and street-level detail, proxistant vision currently proliferates
across digital geography, computer games, architectural models, data visualizations, and CGI
cinema. It is defined as the combination of proximity and distance in a single image, across a
dynamic flight, or zoom. Pointing to the surge in aerial imaging and remote sensing technologies
such as drones and satellites, the book moves beyond the screen to include the kinetic architecture
of rides and urban observation wheels. The key objective of this study is threefold: to trace the
genealogy and understand the technical operation of proxistance as it traveled from periphery to
center in the twenty-first century; to explore its alternative potentialities in contemporary art
practices; and, finally, to reflect critically on the worldviews underpinning different modalities of
proxistance in times of environmental crisis. The authors show how the powerful effect of combining
proximity and distance, which was already in place with the earliest cartographic inscriptions, has
taken precedence on and beyond our screens today.

history of the ferris wheel: Sky High: George Ferris's Big Wheel Monica Kulling,
2016-10-11 This fascinating Step 3 History Reader describes the invention of the first Ferris
wheel—an engineering marvel. The 1893 World's Fair organizers wanted something big to draw
people to Chicago . . . something that would rival the Eiffel Tower. George Ferris, an American
engineer, had the idea for an observation wheel that passengers could ride on. People laughed at his
idea. They said it would never work. But it was a huge success, with thirty-six cars that could hold
over 2,100 riders! That’s some big wheel! Ferris wheel lovers can thank George Ferris for never
giving up his dream. Step 3 Readers feature engaging characters in easy-to-follow plots about
popular topics—for children who are ready to read on their own.

history of the ferris wheel: Billboard , 1950-04-08 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

history of the ferris wheel: A Brief History of Modern Psychology Ludy T. Benjamin, Jr.,
2018-10-30 A Brief History of Modern Psychology offers a concise account of the evolution of this
dynamic field—from early pioneers of psychological theory to cutting-edge contemporary
applications. In this revised third edition, leading scholar Ludy Benjamin surveys the significant
figures, concepts, and schools of thought that have shaped modern psychology. Engaging and
accessible narrative provides readers historical and disciplinary context to modern psychology and
encourages further investigation of the topics and individuals presented. This book provides a solid
foundational knowledge of psychology’s past, covering essential areas including prescientific
psychology, physiology and psychophysics, early schools of German and American psychology, and
the origins of applied psychology, behaviorism, and psychoanalysis. Exploration of 20th century and



contemporary developments, including the emergence of clinical and cognitive psychology, ensures
a complete overview of the field. The author integrates biographical information on widely
recognized innovators such as Carl Jung, Wilhelm Wundt, and B.F. Skinner with lesser known
figures including E.B. Titchener, Mary Calkins, and Leta Hollingworth. This personalistic approach
to history allows readers to understand the theories, research, and practices of the individuals who
laid the foundation to modern psychology.

history of the ferris wheel: Black on Black John Cullen Gruesser, 2000 Black on Black
provides the first comprehensive analysis of the modern African American literary response to
Africa, from W.E.B. Du Bois's The Souls of Black Folk to Alice Walker's The Color Purple. Combining
cutting-edge theory, extensive historical and archival research, and close readings of individual
texts, Gruesser reveals the diversity of the African American response to Countee Cullen's question,
What is Africa to Me?John Gruesser uses the concept of Ethiopianism--the biblically inspired belief
that black Americans would someday lead Africans and people of the diaspora to a brig.

history of the ferris wheel: Joyful Ingrid Fetell Lee, 2018-09-04 Make small changes to your
surroundings and create extraordinary happiness in your life with groundbreaking research from
designer and TED star Ingrid Fetell Lee. Next Big Idea Club selection—chosen by Malcolm Gladwell,
Susan Cain, Dan Pink, and Adam Grant as one of the two most groundbreaking new nonfiction reads
of the season! This book has the power to change everything! Writing with depth, wit, and insight,
Ingrid Fetell Lee shares all you need to know in order to create external environments that give rise
to inner joy. —Susan Cain, author of Quiet and founder of Quiet Revolution Have you ever wondered
why we stop to watch the orange glow that arrives before sunset, or why we flock to see cherry
blossoms bloom in spring? Is there a reason that people—regardless of gender, age, culture, or
ethnicity—are mesmerized by baby animals, and can't help but smile when they see a burst of
confetti or a cluster of colorful balloons? We are often made to feel that the physical world has little
or no impact on our inner joy. Increasingly, experts urge us to find balance and calm by looking
inward—through mindfulness or meditation—and muting the outside world. But what if the natural
vibrancy of our surroundings is actually our most renewable and easily accessible source of joy? In
Joyful, designer Ingrid Fetell Lee explores how the seemingly mundane spaces and objects we
interact with every day have surprising and powerful effects on our mood. Drawing on insights from
neuroscience and psychology, she explains why one setting makes us feel anxious or competitive,
while another fosters acceptance and delight—and, most importantly, she reveals how we can
harness the power of our surroundings to live fuller, healthier, and truly joyful lives.

history of the ferris wheel: The Midway Plaisance at the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago. Neil Gale, 2017-04-14 For one brief summer in the 1890s, it was the
greatest attraction in Chicago, in all America, in fact, more visited and talked about than the world's
fair it adjoined. Here, amidst Muslim mosques and Chinese pagodas, European castles and South
Sea island huts, straw-hatted Americans came by the thousands to see Bedouin warriors, Egyptian
belly dancers, lions that rode horseback and roller-skating bears. Over it all loomed the first giant
Ferris wheel, taller than all but one downtown Chicago skyscraper.

history of the ferris wheel: Fettered Genius Keith D. Leonard, 2006 In Fettered Genius, Keith
D. Leonard identifies how African American poets? use and revision of traditional poetics constituted
an antiracist political agency. Comparing this practice to the use of poetic mastery by the ancient
Celtic bards to resist British imperialism, Leonard shows how traditional poetics enable African
American poets to insert racial experience, racial protest, and African American culture into public
discourse by making them features of validated artistic expression. As with the Celtic bards, these
poets? artistry testified to their marginalized people?s capacity for imagination and reason within
and against the terms of the dominant culture. In an ambitious survey that moves from slavery to the
cultural nationalism of the 1960s, Leonard examines numerous poets, placing each in the context of
his or her time to demonstrate the antiracist meaning of their accomplishments. The book offers new
insight on the conservatism of Phillis Wheatley, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and the genteel members of
the Harlem Renaissance, how their rage for assimilation functioned to refute racist notions of



difference and, paradoxically, to affirm a distinctive racial experience as valid material for poetry.
Leonard also demonstrates how the more progressive and ethnically distinctive poetics of Langston
Hughes, Sterling Brown, Gwendolyn Brooks, Robert Hayden, and Melvin B. Tolson share some of the
same ambivalence about cultural achievement as those of the earlier poets. They also have in
common the self-conscious pursuit of an affirmation of the African American self through the
substitution of African American vernacular language and cultural forms for traditional poetic
themes and forms. The evolution of these poetics parallels the emergence of notions of ethnic
identity over racial identity and, indeed, in some ways even motivated this shift. Leonard recognizes
poetic mastery as the African American bardic poet?s most powerful claim of ethnic tradition and of
social belonging and clarifies the full hybrid complexity of African American identity that makes
possible this political self-assertion. The development that is traced in Fettered Genius illustrates
nothing less than the defining artistic coherence and political significance of the African American
poetic tradition.

history of the ferris wheel: Social History of the United States Brian Greenberg, Linda S.
Watts, Richard A. Greenwald, Gordon Reavley, Alice L. George, Scott Beekman, Cecelia Bucki, Mark
Ciabattari, John C. Stoner, Troy D. Paino, Laurie Mercier, Andrew Hunt, Peter C. Holloran, Nancy
Cohen, 2008-10-23 This ten-volume encyclopedia explores the social history of 20th-century America
in rich, authoritative detail, decade by decade, through the eyes of its everyday citizens. Social
History of the United States is a cornerstone reference that tells the story of 20th-century America,
examining the interplay of policies, events, and everyday life in each decade of the 1900s with
unmatched authority, clarity, and insight. Spanning ten volumes and featuring the work of some of
the foremost social historians working today, Social History of the United States bridges the gap
between 20th-century history as it played out on the grand stage and history as it affected—and was
affected by—citizens at the grassroots level. Covering each decade in a separate volume, this
exhaustive work draws on the most compelling scholarship to identify important themes and
institutions, explore daily life and working conditions across the economic spectrum, and examine all
aspects of the American experience from a citizen's-eye view. Casting the spotlight on those whom
history often leaves in the dark, Social History of the United States is an essential addition to any
library collection.

history of the ferris wheel: Women Building History Wanda Corn, 2023-09-01 This
handsomely illustrated book is a welcome addition to the history of women during America’s Gilded
Age. Wanda M. Corn takes as her topic the grand neo-classical Woman'’s Building at the 1893
Columbian Exposition in Chicago, a structure celebrating modern woman'’s progress in education,
arts, and sciences. Looking closely at the paintings and sculptures women artists made to decorate
the structure, including the murals by Mary Cassatt and Mary MacMonnies, Corn uncovers an
unspoken but consensual program to visualize a history of the female sex and promote an expansion
of modern woman'’s opportunities. Beautifully written, with informative sidebars by Annelise K.
Madsen and artist biographies by Charlene G. Garfinkle, this volume illuminates the originality of
the public images female artists created in 1893 and inserts them into the complex discourse of fin
de siecle woman'’s politics. The Woman'’s Building offered female artists an unprecedented
opportunity to create public art and imagine an historical narrative that put women rather than men
at its center.
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