facing east from indian country

Facing East from Indian Country: A Journey Through History, Culture, and
Perspective

Facing east from Indian country is more than just a directional phrase; it
encapsulates a profound journey through history, identity, and cultural
resonance. When one imagines standing in Indian country with the sunrise
casting its golden light, it's an invitation to reflect on the rich tapestry
of Native American heritage, the landscapes that shaped it, and the evolving
narratives that continue to inspire. This perspective opens a window into
understanding indigenous experiences, traditions, and the ongoing
relationship between land, people, and time.

The Significance of Facing East in Indigenous
Cultures

In many Native American traditions, facing east holds spiritual and symbolic
importance. The east is often associated with new beginnings, renewal, and
the rising sun — a powerful emblem of life and hope. As the sun emerges from
the horizon, it brings with it light, warmth, and the promise of a fresh
start.

Spiritual Symbolism and the Sunrise

The direction east is frequently connected to sacred rituals and ceremonies.
For example, several tribes perform morning prayers or meditations facing the
east to greet the dawn. This act signifies respect for the natural order and
gratitude for the gifts of each new day. Facing east from Indian country,
therefore, is not just a physical orientation but a spiritual alignment with
the rhythms of nature.

Connecting With Ancestral Lands

The indigenous relationship with the land is deeply rooted in respect and
stewardship. Facing east can also mean looking toward ancestral homelands,
places where stories, legends, and histories originate. This directional gaze
is a metaphorical bridge linking present generations with their forebears,
reminding Native communities of their enduring connection to the earth.

Geographical Perspective: What Does Facing East
From Indian Country Look Like?

Indian country spans vast territories across North America, from the rolling
plains to dense forests, from majestic mountain ranges to sprawling deserts.
Depending on where you stand, facing east can reveal dramatically different

landscapes and cultural landmarks.



The Eastern View from the Great Plains

For tribes like the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota, who have long called the
Great Plains home, facing east often means looking toward the Mississippi
River and the forests beyond. This perspective is filled with a sense of
movement and transition, as the plains give way to woodlands and river
valleys — areas rich in resources and history.

Facing East in the Southwest

In regions like the Navajo Nation or Hopil reservations, facing east can mean
gazing toward the rising sun over mesas and canyons. Here, the landscape
itself tells stories of survival and adaptation, with ancient pueblos and
sacred sites punctuating the horizon. The interplay of light and shadow in
the morning hours holds deep cultural significance, often influencing art,
storytelling, and spiritual practices.

Facing East From Indian Country: A Lens on
History and Change

Looking eastward also invites reflection on the historical interactions
between Native American nations and European settlers. The east coast was the
initial point of contact, colonization, and subsequent displacement for many
tribes.

Historical Context of Eastward Orientation

The arrival of European explorers and settlers from the east dramatically
altered indigenous ways of life. Facing east can thus symbolize the complex
and often painful history of colonization, treaties, and struggles for
sovereignty. Yet, it also serves as a reminder of resilience, as Native
communities continue to reclaim and revitalize their cultures.

Modern Implications and Cultural Revival

Today, facing east from Indian country can represent a forward-looking
vision. Many indigenous artists, activists, and leaders draw inspiration from
their traditions while advocating for environmental stewardship, cultural
preservation, and social justice. The east, with its promise of a new dawn,
embodies hope and renewal in contemporary Native life.

Practical Tips for Visitors Facing East in
Indian Country

If you find yourself traveling through Native American lands and want to
truly appreciate the significance of facing east, here are some thoughtful



ways to engage:

e Participate in Sunrise Ceremonies: When possible, join local communities
in morning rituals or cultural events that honor the sunrise.

e Learn the Stories: Take time to listen to tribal elders and storytellers
who can share the meaning behind facing east and other cultural
practices.

e Respect Sacred Sites: Many places facing east are considered sacred.
Always follow guidelines and seek permission before entering these
areas.

e Observe Nature: Notice how the landscape changes with the light of the
rising sun, and reflect on how these natural cycles influence indigenous
worldviews.

Embracing the Symbolism of Facing East From
Indian Country

Ultimately, facing east from Indian country is an invitation to embrace a
worldview that honors connection — to the earth, to ancestors, and to the
future. It’s about acknowledging the struggles and triumphs of Native peoples
while celebrating their deep spiritual ties to the land. Whether through
cultural practices, storytelling, or simply pausing to watch the sun ascend,
this perspective encourages a meaningful engagement with history and
identity.

As you stand facing east in Indian country, you are not just seeing a
direction — you’re witnessing a living legacy, a dawn of stories, and a
horizon filled with enduring hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'facing east from Indian
country' symbolize?
The phrase 'facing east from Indian country' symbolizes looking towards new

beginnings, hope, and the future from the perspective of Indigenous peoples
and their lands.

How is 'facing east from Indian country' interpreted
in Native American culture?
In many Native American cultures, facing east represents greeting the

sunrise, renewal, and spiritual awakening, making 'facing east from Indian
country' a metaphor for cultural resilience and enlightenment.



Are there any notable works or literature titled
'Facing East from Indian Country'?

Yes, 'Facing East from Indian Country' is a well-known book by historian
Daniel K. Richter that explores American history from the perspective of
Native Americans rather than European settlers.

Why is the perspective of 'facing east from Indian
country' important in understanding American history?

This perspective challenges traditional Eurocentric narratives by centering
Indigenous experiences and viewpoints, providing a more balanced and
comprehensive understanding of American history.

How does 'facing east from Indian country' influence
contemporary Indigenous identity?

It encourages Indigenous peoples to reconnect with their heritage and assert
their identity by embracing their historical perspectives and cultural values
in a modern context.

Can 'facing east from Indian country' be related to
land and territorial sovereignty issues?

Yes, the phrase often evokes the significance of Indigenous lands and the
ongoing struggle for sovereignty, rights, and recognition in the face of
historical and current challenges.

Additional Resources

Facing East from Indian Country: A Critical Examination of Indigenous
Perspectives and Realities

facing east from indian country invites a metaphorical and literal
exploration of Indigenous experiences, histories, and futures through a lens
that challenges conventional narratives. This phrase compels an examination
of the Native American worldview as it intersects with geography, culture,
politics, and identity. By analyzing what it means to “face east” from Indian
country, we delve into the symbolic and practical dimensions of Indigenous
life in contemporary America, uncovering layers of meaning that are often
overlooked in mainstream discourse.

The Symbolism of Facing East in Indigenous
Cultures

In many Indigenous traditions across North America, facing east holds
profound spiritual significance. The east is often associated with new
beginnings, renewal, and enlightenment. It is the direction of the rising
sun, symbolizing hope, clarity, and life’s cyclical nature. This orientation
guides ceremonial practices, storytelling, and the transmission of cultural
knowledge. Thus, the act of facing east from Indian country is not merely a



physical gesture but an expression of cultural identity deeply rooted in
ancestral wisdom.

However, the contemporary realities of Indigenous peoples complicate this
symbolic orientation. Indian country—comprising reservations, tribal lands,
and Indigenous communities—exists within a broader socio-political landscape
shaped by centuries of colonization, displacement, and legal struggles.
Facing east, therefore, becomes a metaphor for confronting both historical
trauma and ongoing challenges, while also embracing resilience and
sovereignty.

Geopolitical Implications of Facing East from
Indian Country

The phrase also invites reflection on the geopolitical positioning of Indian
country in the United States. Many reservations and tribal lands are situated
in the western or central parts of the country, meaning that facing east
often involves looking toward urban centers, federal capitals, and economic
hubs that have historically exerted control over Indigenous affairs. This
directional gaze can symbolize the complex relationship between Indigenous
nations and the federal government, encompassing negotiations over land
rights, resource management, and political recognition.

Federal Policy and Its Impact on Indigenous
Communities

Facing east from Indian country can be understood as facing the institutions
that have shaped Indigenous experiences in modern America. Federal policies
such as the Indian Removal Act, the Dawes Act, and the Indian Reorganization
Act have left indelible marks on tribal sovereignty and land ownership.
Contemporary policy debates around tribal self-governance, healthcare, and
education reform continue to unfold in this eastern political arena.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), headquartered in Washington D.C., serves
as a tangible focal point in this dynamic. Tribal leaders and advocates often
direct their efforts eastward to influence federal legislation and secure
funding. This directional focus underscores the ongoing negotiation between
Indigenous autonomy and federal oversight.

Economic and Social Connectivity

From an economic perspective, facing east from Indian country can also
signify looking toward opportunities in trade, employment, and education that
are often concentrated in eastern metropolitan areas. Many Indigenous
communities grapple with the challenge of balancing traditional ways of life
with the demands of integration into broader economic systems.

Statistics reveal that while unemployment rates on reservations often exceed
national averages, there is a growing trend of Indigenous entrepreneurs and
professionals engaging with markets and institutions located eastward. This
engagement reflects a nuanced navigation between preserving cultural heritage
and adapting to contemporary economic realities.



Facing East from Indian Country: Cultural
Revitalization and Media Representation

Culturally, facing east entails a reclamation and revitalization of
Indigenous identity through various forms of media, education, and art. As
Indigenous creators, writers, and activists look eastward, they engage with
platforms and audiences that have historically marginalized Native voices.

Literary and Artistic Perspectives

Indigenous literature and art that “face east” often challenge dominant
narratives and offer alternative worldviews. Authors and artists use this
metaphor to critique colonial histories while envisioning futures rooted in
Indigenous knowledge systems. By addressing audiences in eastern cultural
centers, they assert the relevance and vibrancy of Native cultures today.

Media and Visibility

Facing east also speaks to the efforts of Indigenous peoples to increase
visibility in mainstream media, which is predominantly concentrated in
eastern cities like New York and Washington D.C. The rise of Native media
outlets, film festivals, and social media campaigns reflects a strategic
engagement with these centers to amplify Indigenous stories and issues.

Challenges and Opportunities in Facing East
from Indian Country

The metaphor of facing east encapsulates a complex interplay of hope and
hardship. While it symbolizes looking toward renewal and progress, it also
highlights persistent barriers faced by Indigenous peoples.

e Historical Trauma: The legacy of colonization continues to affect mental
health, education, and social cohesion within many communities.

e Political Marginalization: Despite legal recognition, many tribes
struggle to assert full sovereignty and influence policy decisions.

e Economic Disparities: Access to jobs, infrastructure, and capital
remains uneven, particularly in rural and reservation areas.

e Cultural Resilience: Ongoing efforts in language preservation,
traditional practices, and youth engagement demonstrate Indigenous
strength.

e Advocacy and Alliances: Partnerships with non-Indigenous organizations
and participation in national dialogues open new pathways for progress.



The Role of Education and Youth

Education emerges as a critical factor when facing east from Indian country.
Tribal schools and higher education institutions serve as sites for cultural
transmission and empowerment. At the same time, Indigenous youth often look
eastward—toward universities, urban centers, and digital platforms—to access
broader opportunities while maintaining connection to their roots.

Programs that incorporate Indigenous knowledge alongside Western curricula
are increasingly recognized as essential for fostering identity and academic
success. These educational initiatives illustrate a strategic facing east
that balances tradition with innovation.

Comparative Perspectives: Facing East from
Different Indigenous Nations

It is important to recognize that the experience of facing east varies
significantly among Indigenous nations. The geographic diversity of Indian
country—from the Navajo Nation in the Southwest to the Iroquois Confederacy
in the Northeast—-means that the symbolism and practical implications differ.

For example, some Eastern Woodlands tribes may associate facing east with
ancestral homelands and historical continuity, while tribes in the western
United States may interpret it as confronting historical displacement or
engaging with federal institutions based in the east. This diversity
underscores the necessity of contextualizing the concept within specific
tribal frameworks.

Cross—National Indigenous Solidarity

Facing east also extends beyond the United States, encompassing Indigenous
solidarity across North America and even globally. Many Indigenous movements
look eastward to international bodies such as the United Nations to advocate
for rights and recognition. This global facing east highlights the
interconnectedness of Indigenous struggles and the importance of shared
platforms.

In sum, facing east from Indian country is a multifaceted concept that
transcends simple geography. It encompasses spiritual traditions, political
realities, cultural revitalization, and economic aspirations. By critically
examining this orientation, we gain deeper insight into the ongoing journey
of Indigenous peoples as they navigate a complex landscape shaped by history,
resilience, and hope.

Facing East From Indian Country

facing east from indian country: Facing East from Indian Country Daniel K. Richter,


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/facing-east-from-indian-country.pdf

2003-04-30 In the beginning, North America was Indian country, but Native Americans soon yielded
to the westward rush of European settlers. Or so the story usually goes. In Facing East from Indian
Country, Daniel K. Richter keeps Native people center-stage throughout the story of the origins of
the United States.

facing east from indian country: Facing East from Indian Country Daniel K. Richter, Director
of the McNeil Center for Early American Studies Daniel K Richter, 2009-06-01 In the beginning,
North America was Indian country. But only in the beginning. After the opening act of the great
national drama, Native Americans yielded to the westward rush of European settlers. Or so the story
usually goes. Yet, for three centuries after Columbus, Native people controlled most of eastern
North America and profoundly shaped its destiny. In Facing East from Indian Country, Daniel K.
Richter keeps Native people center-stage throughout the story of the origins of the United States.
Viewed from Indian country, the sixteenth century was an era in which Native people discovered
Europeans and struggled to make sense of a new world. Well into the seventeenth century, the most
profound challenges to Indian life came less from the arrival of a relative handful of European
colonists than from the biological, economic, and environmental forces the newcomers unleashed.
Drawing upon their own traditions, Indian communities reinvented themselves and carved out a
place in a world dominated by transatlantic European empires. In 1776, however, when some of
Britain's colonists rebelled against that imperial world, they overturned the system that had made
Euro-American and Native coexistence possible. Eastern North America only ceased to be an Indian
country because the revolutionaries denied the continent's first peoples a place in the nation they
were creating. In rediscovering early America as Indian country, Richter employs the historian's
craft to challenge cherished assumptions about times and places we thought we knew well,
revealing Native American experiences at the core of the nation's birth and identity.

facing east from indian country: Revolutionary America, 1763-1815 Francis D. Cogliano,
2016-12-01 Revolutionary America explains the crucial events in the history of the United States
between 1763 and 1815, when settlers of North America rebelled against British rule, won their
independence in a long and bloody struggle, and created an enduring republic. Centering the
narrative on the politics of the new republic, Revolutionary America presents a clear history of the
War of Independence and lays a distinctive foundation for students and scholars of the early
American republic. Author Francis D. Cogliano pays particular attention to the experiences of those
who were excluded from the immediate benefits and rights secured by the creation of the republic,
including women, Native Americans, and African Americans. This third edition has been fully revised
and updated to incorporate the insights of the latest scholarship throughout, including additional
discussion of regional differences and the role of religion. New chapters cover the War of 1812, the
Revolution as a social movement, and the experience of Loyalists, allowing students to grasp further
dimensions of the conflict and the emergence of the United States.

facing east from indian country: Indian Resilience and Rebuilding Donald L. Fixico,
2013-10-10 Indian Resilience and Rebuilding provides an Indigenous view of the last one-hundred
years of Native history and guides readers through a century of achievements. It examines the
progress that Indians have accomplished in rebuilding their nations in the 20th century, revealing
how Native communities adapted to the cultural and economic pressures in modern America. Donald
Fixico examines issues like land allotment, the Indian New Deal, termination and relocation, Red
Power and self-determination, casino gaming, and repatriation. He applies ethnohistorical analysis
and political economic theory to provide a multi-layered approach that ultimately shows how Native
people reinvented themselves in order to rebuild their nations. Fixico identifies the tools to this
empowerment such as education, navigation within cultural systems, modern Indian leadership, and
indigenized political economy. He explains how these tools helped Indian communities to rebuild
their nations. Fixico constructs an Indigenous paradigm of Native ethos and reality that drives
Indian modern political economies heading into the twenty-first century. This illuminating and
comprehensive analysis of Native nation’s resilience in the twentieth century demonstrates how
Native Americans reinvented themselves, rebuilt their nations, and ultimately became major forces




in the United States. Indian Resilience and Rebuilding, redefines how modern American history can
and should be told.

facing east from indian country: Remaking Identities Benjamin David Lieberman, 2013

facing east from indian country: Prairie Imperialists Katharine Bjork, 2019-01-11 The
Spanish-American War marked the emergence of the United States as an imperial power. It was
when the United States first landed troops overseas and established governments of occupation in
the Philippines, Cuba, and other formerly Spanish colonies. But such actions to extend U.S.
sovereignty abroad, argues Katharine Bjork, had a precedent in earlier relations with Native nations
at home. In Prairie Imperialists, Bjork traces the arc of American expansion by showing how the
Army's conquests of what its soldiers called Indian Country generated a repertoire of actions and
understandings that structured encounters with the racial others of America's new island territories
following the War of 1898. Prairie Imperialists follows the colonial careers of three Army officers
from the domestic frontier to overseas posts in Cuba and the Philippines. The men profiled—Hugh
Lenox Scott, Robert Lee Bullard, and John J. Pershing—internalized ways of behaving in Indian
Country that shaped their approach to later colonial appointments abroad. Scott's ethnographic
knowledge and experience with Native Americans were valorized as an asset for colonial service;
Bullard and Pershing, who had commanded African American troops, were regarded as particularly
suited for roles in the pacification and administration of colonial peoples overseas. After returning to
the mainland, these three men played prominent roles in the Punitive Expedition President Woodrow
Wilson sent across the southern border in 1916, during which Mexico figured as the next iteration of
Indian Country. With rich biographical detail and ambitious historical scope, Prairie Imperialists
makes fundamental connections between American colonialism and the racial dimensions of
domestic political and social life—during peacetime and while at war. Ultimately, Bjork contends, the
concept of Indian Country has served as the guiding force of American imperial expansion and
nation building for the past two and a half centuries and endures to this day.

facing east from indian country: The Rediscovery of America Ned Blackhawk, 2023-04-25 A
sweeping and overdue retelling of U.S. history that recognizes that Native Americans are essential
to understanding the evolution of modern America The most enduring feature of U.S. history is the
presence of Native Americans, yet most histories focus on Europeans and their descendants. This
long practice of ignoring Indigenous history is changing, however, with a new generation of scholars
insists that any full American history address the struggle, survival, and resurgence of American
Indian nations. Indigenous history is essential to understanding the evolution of modern America.
Ned Blackhawk interweaves five centuries of Native and non-Native histories, from Spanish colonial
exploration to the rise of Native American self-determination in the late twentieth century. In this
transformative synthesis he shows that * European colonization in the 1600s was never a
predetermined success; * Native nations helped shape England's crisis of empire; * the first shots of
the American Revolution were prompted by Indian affairs in the interior; * California Indians
targeted by federally funded militias were among the first casualties of the Civil War; * the Union
victory forever recalibrated Native communities across the West; * twentieth-century reservation
activists refashioned American law and policy. Blackhawk's retelling of U.S. history acknowledges
the enduring power, agency, and survival of Indigenous peoples, yielding a truer account of the
United States and revealing anew the varied meanings of America.

facing east from indian country: The Historians’ Paradox Peter Charles Hoffer, 2008-11-01
How do we know what happened in the past? We cannot go back, and no amount of historical data
can enable us to understand with absolute certainty what life was like “then.” It is easy to demolish
the very idea of historical knowing, but it is impossible to demolish the importance of historical
knowing. In an age of cable television pundits and anonymous bloggers dueling over history, the
value of owning history increases at the same time as our confidence in history as a way of knowing
crumbles. Historical knowledge thus presents a paradox — the more it is required, the less reliable it
has become. To reconcile this paradox — that history is impossible but necessary — Peter Charles
Hoffer proposes a practical, workable philosophy of history for our times, one that is robust and



realistic, and that speaks to anyone who reads, writes and teaches history. Covering a sweeping
range of philosophies (from ancient history to game theory), methodological approaches to writing
history, and the advantages and disadvantages of different strategies of argument, Hoffer constructs
a philosophy of history that is reasonable, free of fallacy, and supported by appropriate evidence that
is itself tenable.

facing east from indian country: Artefacts of Encounter Karen O'Brien, 2025-09-15 This
book presents corresponding images and essays of fifty early modern artefacts of encounters
between European explorers and indigenous peoples, addressing relationships and material
exchanges that extend beyond this framework to encompass diverse interactions across early
modern societies. The artefacts selected for inclusion in this volume convey early modern visual
dialogues, value systems and imagery through paintings, photographs, maps, drawings, buildings,
books, icons, sacred sites and entities, dwellings and natural settings. Placing these objects within a
comparative and international context, O’Brien considers the representation of these interactions as
they are expressed through a wide gamut of human emotional experiences such as life, death, grief,
pain, pleasure, belief, sadness and conflict, along with the extended perspective of image
reproduction. In doing so, the book locates the realities of early modern existence - the emotional,
legal, spiritual and violent encounters that encompass everyday experiences - in an expansive and
varying spatial, cultural, geographical and temporal context. The book will interest students,
scholars and general readers within a broad range of history subdisciplines including early modern
history, indigenous history, comparative history and socio-legal history, and is also a useful text for
undergraduate courses in politics, law, indigenous studies and global studies.

facing east from indian country: Interpreting Native American History and Culture at
Museums and Historic Sites Raney Bench, 2014-10-30 Interpreting Native American History and
Culture at Museums and Historic Sites features ideas and suggested best practices for the staff and
board of museums that care for collections of Native material culture, and who work with Native
American culture, history, and communities. This resource gives museum and history professionals
benchmarks to help shape conversations and policies designed to improve relations with Native
communities represented in the museum. The book includes case studies from museums that are
purposefully working to incorporate Native people and perspectives into all aspects of their work.
The case study authors share experiences, hoping to inspire other museum staff to reach out to
tribes to develop or improve their own interpretative processes. Examples from tribal and non-tribal
museums, and partnerships between tribes and museums are explored as models for creating deep
and long lasting partnerships between museums and the tribal communities they represent. The
case studies represent museums of different sizes, different missions, and located in different
regions of the country in an effort to address the unique history of each location. By doing so, it
inspires action among museums to invite Native people to share in the interpretive process, or to
take existing relationships further by sharing authority with museum staff and board.

facing east from indian country: Astray Eluned Summers-Bremner, 2023-06-07 A meandering
celebration of the indirect and unforeseen path, revealing that to err is not just human—it is
everything. This book explores how, far from being an act limited to deviation from known pathways
or desirable plans of action, wandering is an abundant source of meaning—a force as intimately
involved in the history of our universe as it will be in the future of our planet. In ancient Australian
Aboriginal cosmology, in works about the origins of democracy and surviving disasters in ancient
Greece, in Eurasian steppe nomadic culture, in the lifeways of the Roma, in the movements of
today’s refugees, and in our attempts to preserve spaces of untracked online freedom, wandering is
how creativity and skills of adaptation are preserved in the interests of ongoing life. Astray is an
enthralling look at belonging and at notions of alienation and hope.

facing east from indian country: A True History of the United States Daniel A. Sjursen,
2021-06-01 “Thought-provoking—a must read for [everyone] seeking a firm grasp of accurate
American history. —Kirkus (starred review) Brilliant, readable, and raw. Maj. (ret.) Danny Sjursen,
who served combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan and later taught history at West Point, delivers a



true epic and the perfect companion to Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States.
Sjursen shifts the lens and challenges readers to think critically and to apply common sense to their
understanding of our nation's past—and present—so we can view history as never before. A True
History of the United States was inspired by a course that Sjursen taught to cadets at West Point, his
alma mater. With chapter titles such as Patriots or Insurgents? and The Decade That Roared and
Wept, A True History is accurate with respect to the facts and intellectually honest in its
presentation and analysis. Essential reading for every American with a conscience. Meticulously
researched, Sjursen provides a more complete sense of history and encourages readers to view our
country objectively. Sjursen’s powerful storytelling reveals balanced portraits of key figures and the
role they played. Sjursen exposes the dominant historical narrative as at best myth, and at times a
lie . . . He brings out from the shadows those who struggled, often at the cost of their own lives, for
equality and justice. Their stories, so often ignored or trivialized, give us examples of who we should
emulate and who we must become. —Chris Hedges, author of Empire of Illusion and America: The
Farewell Tour

facing east from indian country: Afterlives of the American Revolution Emma Stapely,
2024-02-29 This book challenges the historical common sense that the American Revolution
terminated in the birth of the United States. Prevailing narratives of the Revolutionary period rest on
the assumption that the war ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1783. Yet from London to
Philadelphia, and from the Six Nations’ trans-Appalachian homelands to the shores of Sierra Leone,
the decades after the treaty’s signing roil with accounts that disturb the coherence of this
chronological division. Insurgent Remains assembles a counter-archive of textual and visual
materials—ranging from popular seduction tales and political cartoons to the writings of
self-liberated African Americans—that furnishes alternative visions of revolutionary historical
experience as an ongoing negotiation with violence and contingency. The book argues that the minor
temporalities and political literacies registered in this archive cannot be accommodated by the
progressive plot of nationalist history, in which the warfigures as a contest of only two sides
(Tory/Whig, British/American, Loyalist/Patriot). Instead, they become legible as “remains”: traces of
attachments, modes of collective association, and unresolved struggles that bear insurgent political
potential in their own right.

facing east from indian country: Global Protestant Missions Jenna M. Gibbs, 2019-07-03 The
book investigates facets of global Protestantism through Anglican, Quaker, Episcopalian, Moravian,
Lutheran Pietist, and Pentecostal missions to enslaved and indigenous peoples and political reform
endeavours in a global purview that spans the 1730s to the 1930s. The book uses key examples to
trace both the local and the global impacts of this multi-denominational Christian movement. The
essays in this volume explore three of the critical ways in which Protestant communities were
established and became part of a worldwide network: the founding of far-flung missions in which
Western missionaries worked alongside enslaved and indigenous converts; the interface between
Protestant outreach and political reform endeavours such as abolitionism; and the establishment of a
global epistolary through print communication networks. Demonstrating how Protestantism came to
be both global and ecumenical, this book will be a key resource for scholars of religious history,
religion and politics, and missiology as well as those interested in issues of postcolonialism and
imperialism.

facing east from indian country: Autumn of the Black Snake William Hogeland,
2017-05-16 William Hogeland's Autumn of the Black Snake presents forgotten story of how the U.S.
Army was created to fight a crucial Indian war. When the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, the
newly independent United States savored its victory and hoped for a great future. And yet the
republic soon found itself losing an escalating military conflict on its borderlands. In 1791, years of
skirmishes, raids, and quagmire climaxed in the grisly defeat of American militiamen by a brilliantly
organized confederation of Shawnee, Miami, and Delaware Indians. With nearly one thousand U.S.
casualties, this was the worst defeat the nation would ever suffer at native hands. Americans were
shocked, perhaps none more so than their commander in chief, George Washington, who saw in the



debacle an urgent lesson: the United States needed an army. Autumn of the Black Snake tells the
overlooked story of how Washington achieved his aim. In evocative and absorbing prose, William
Hogeland conjures up the woodland battles and the hardball politics that formed the Legion of the
United States, our first true standing army. His memorable portraits of leaders on both sides—from
the daring war chiefs Blue Jacket and Little Turtle to the doomed commander Richard Butler and a
steely, even ruthless Washington—drive a tale of horrific violence, brilliant strategizing, stupendous
blunders, and valorous deeds. This sweeping account, at once exciting and dark, builds to a
crescendo as Washington and Alexander Hamilton, at enormous risk, outmaneuver Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, and other skeptics of standing armies—and Washington appoints the
seemingly disreputable Anthony Wayne, known as Mad Anthony, to lead the legion. Wayne marches
into the forests of the Old Northwest, where the very Indians he is charged with defeating will
bestow on him, with grudging admiration, a new name: the Black Snake. Autumn of the Black Snake
is a dramatic work of military and political history, told in a colorful, sometimes startling
blow-by-blow narrative. It is also an original interpretation of how greed, honor, political beliefs, and
vivid personalities converged on the killing fields of the Ohio valley, where the United States Army
would win its first victory, and in so doing destroy the coalition of Indians who came closer than any,
before or since, to halting the nation’s westward expansion.

facing east from indian country: A Companion to the Era of Andrew Jackson Sean Patrick
Adams, 2013-01-28 A COMPANION TO THE ERA OF ANDREW JACKSON More than perhaps any
other president, Andrew Jackson’s story mirrored that of the United States; from his childhood
during the American Revolution, through his military actions against both Native Americans and
Great Britain, and continuing into his career in politics. As president, Jackson attacked the Bank of
the United States, railed against disunion in South Carolina, defended the honor of Peggy Eaton, and
founded the Democratic Party. In doing so, Andrew Jackson was not only an eyewitness to some of
the seminal events of the Early American Republic; he produced an indelible mark on the nation’s
political, economic, and cultural history. A Companion to the Era of Andrew Jackson features a
collection of more than 30 original essays by leading scholars and historians that consider various
aspects of the life, times, and legacy of the seventh president of the United States. Topics explored
include life in the Early American Republic; issues of race, religion, and culture; the rise of the
Democratic Party; Native American removal events; the Panic of 1837; the birth of women'’s
suffrage, and more.

facing east from indian country: The American West Anne M. Butler, Michael ]J. Lansing,
2007-08-06 Tracing events from the pre-history to the present day, this book offers a concise and
accessible history of the American West. Explores the complex interactions between and among
cultures in the American West Chronologically organized and informed by the latest scholarship
Grounded in attention to race, class, gender, and the environment, the text focuses on social,
economic, and political forces that shaped the lived experiences of diverse westerners and
influenced the patterns of western history.

facing east from indian country: Race, Removal, and the Right to Remain Samantha Seeley,
2021-08-05 Who had the right to live within the newly united states of America? In the country’s
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