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Eye of Terra The Horus Heresy: A Deep Dive into Warhammer 40K’s Most Epic Saga

eye of terra the horus heresy is more than just a phrase tossed around by Warhammer
40,000 fans; it represents a pivotal moment and a richly detailed campaign within the vast
lore of the Horus Heresy series. For those immersed in the grimdark universe created by
Games Workshop, the Eye of Terra stands as a symbol of both hope and despair—a focal
point in a galaxy torn apart by betrayal, war, and the fall of the Emperor’s favored son,
Horus.

If you're eager to understand the significance of the Eye of Terra and how it intertwines
with the Horus Heresy narrative, you’'ve come to the right place. Let’'s embark on a journey
through the Imperium’s darkest days, exploring the meaning, the battles, and the lore that
make the Eye of Terra a crucial element in Warhammer 40K history.

What is the Eye of Terra in the Horus Heresy?

The Eye of Terra refers to the sector of space surrounding the planet Terra, the cradle of
humanity and the throne world of the Emperor of Mankind. Terra itself is the heart of the
Imperium, home to the Emperor’s Golden Throne and the seat of Imperial power. When
discussing the Horus Heresy—a massive galactic civil war that erupted 10,000 years before
the “present” Warhammer 40K timeline—the Eye of Terra becomes a strategic and
symbolic battleground.

This sector is heavily fortified and fiercely contested because control over Terra equates to
control over the Imperium’s political and spiritual center. The Horus Heresy chronicles the
rebellion of Warmaster Horus, once the Emperor’s most trusted Primarch, who turns against
his father and ignites a galaxy-wide conflict. The Eye of Terra becomes the stage for some
of the most dramatic confrontations during this saga.

The Strategic Importance of Terra

Terra’s location is not just a matter of geography but of immense strategic importance. As
the administrative and religious hub of the Imperium, losing Terra would mean fracturing
the very foundation of human civilization. The Horus Heresy’s climax revolves around the
Siege of Terra, where loyalist forces desperately defend the planet against Horus's
traitorous legions.

The Eye of Terra isn’t just a physical space; it is also laden with spiritual significance. The

Emperor’s psychic presence radiates from the Golden Throne, giving hope and strength to
his followers. This makes the Eye a focal point for psychic battles, espionage, and political
intrigue, all of which are chronicled in the Horus Heresy series of novels and games.



Exploring the Horus Heresy: The Story Behind the
Eye of Terra

The Horus Heresy is arguably one of the richest narratives in the Warhammer 40K universe.
It explains how the Imperium, once united under the Emperor’s vision, was torn apart by
internal strife and betrayal. The Eye of Terra is central to this narrative, representing the
last bastion of hope for loyalist forces.

Horus: The Tragic Warmaster

Horus Lupercal was the Emperor’s favored son and chosen Warmaster to lead the Great
Crusade in uniting humanity. However, corrupted by Chaos, Horus fell into rebellion,
rallying half of the Space Marine Legions against the Imperium. His betrayal is the catalyst
for the Horus Heresy, and his assault on Terra is the climax of his tragic arc.

The Eye of Terra witnessed Horus’s massive invasion fleet, including Chaos Space Marines,
daemons, and traitor legions, converging to bring down the Emperor’s reign. The siege that
followed is one of the key events detailed in the Horus Heresy novels, showcasing both
heroic sacrifices and dark machinations.

The Siege of Terra: A Turning Point

The Siege of Terra lasted for months and involved epic battles on land, in orbit, and within
the very halls of the Imperial Palace. The loyalist defenders, including the Emperor’s
Custodian Guard, loyal Space Marine Legions, and other imperial forces, fought relentlessly
to repel the traitors.

This siege is not only a military event but also a deeply personal conflict. The Emperor
himself confronts Horus aboard his flagship, the Vengeful Spirit, in a psychic and physical

duel that determines the fate of humanity. The Eye of Terra becomes the crucible where
the fate of the Imperium is forged.

Eye of Terra in Warhammer 40K Lore and Gaming

Beyond the novels, the Eye of Terra has a significant presence in the broader Warhammer
40K universe, including tabletop games, codices, and fan discussions.

In the Horus Heresy Game Series

Forge World’s Horus Heresy game series allows players to recreate battles set in the Eye of
Terra, emphasizing the scale and drama of the conflict. The detailed miniatures, campaign



rules, and rich background material immerse players in the siege and other key
engagements.

These games provide an opportunity to appreciate the tactical complexity and the
emotional weight of fighting within the Eye of Terra sector. Whether commanding loyalist
defenders or traitor legions, players get to experience firsthand the stakes involved in this
pivotal chapter.

The Impact on the Warhammer 40K Universe

The events in the Eye of Terra during the Horus Heresy have lasting repercussions across
the entire Warhammer 40K timeline. The Emperor’'s mortal wounding and the
establishment of the Golden Throne’s life-support function set the stage for the grimdark
future where humanity is locked in eternal war.

Moreover, the betrayal of Horus and the shattered legions create endless conflicts that
ripple through the galaxy. The Eye of Terra remains a symbol of sacrifice, loyalty, and the
high cost of civil war.

Why Fans Are Fascinated by Eye of Terra the
Horus Heresy

The combination of epic battles, tragic heroes, and profound themes of loyalty and betrayal
make the Eye of Terra a magnet for Warhammer 40K enthusiasts. Here are some reasons
why this topic captivates so many:

Rich storytelling: The Horus Heresy novels, particularly those focusing on the Siege
of Terra, provide deeply fleshed-out characters and morally complex situations.

e Iconic battles: The scale and intensity of the fighting within the Eye of Terra bring to
life the brutal nature of 40K warfare.

e Philosophical themes: The conflict raises questions about destiny, free will, and the
costs of power.

e Expansive lore: The Eye of Terra ties together numerous factions, characters, and
events, making it a central hub for exploring the universe.

Tips for Newcomers Exploring the Eye of Terra

If you're new to the Horus Heresy or the Eye of Terra storyline, here are some ways to dive
in without feeling overwhelmed:



1. Start with the novels: Black Library’s Horus Heresy series offers an excellent
narrative entry point, especially the books focusing on the Siege of Terra.

2. Explore the lore online: Warhammer community sites and fan forums provide
summaries, character profiles, and discussions that enrich your understanding.

3. Try the tabletop game: If you enjoy gaming, the Horus Heresy miniatures game
offers a hands-on way to experience the battles.

4. Watch lore videos: Many content creators produce detailed videos breaking down
the Eye of Terra and the Horus Heresy saga in an accessible way.

Delving into the Eye of Terra within the Horus Heresy not only enhances appreciation of
Warhammer 40K’s depth but also connects fans to a dramatic, tragic, and heroic chapter of
a universe where the fate of humanity hangs by a thread. Whether through reading,
gaming, or engaging with the community, the Eye of Terra continues to be a beacon
drawing enthusiasts into one of the most compelling stories of sci-fi and fantasy combined.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Eye of Terra' in the context of The Horus
Heresy?

The 'Eye of Terra' is a campaign and series of events within The Horus Heresy storyline,
focusing on the defense of the Imperial Palace on Terra during the Siege of Terra.

How does 'Eye of Terra' fit into the overall Horus Heresy
narrative?

'Eye of Terra' covers the crucial moments when loyalist forces defend the Emperor's palace
against Horus' traitor legions, marking the climax of the Horus Heresy saga.

Which factions are prominently featured in the 'Eye of
Terra' storyline?

The primary factions in 'Eye of Terra' are the loyalist Space Marines defending the Imperial
Palace and the traitor legions attacking it, alongside Imperial Guard and other Imperial
forces.

Are there any specific characters highlighted in the 'Eye
of Terra' events?

Yes, important characters include the Emperor of Mankind, Horus Lupercal, loyalist



Primarchs, and key commanders involved in the Siege of Terra.

What types of game products are associated with 'Eye
of Terra'?

'Eye of Terra' is associated with Warhammer 40,000 miniatures, campaign books, and rule
expansions focusing on the Siege of Terra battles.

Is 'Eye of Terra' part of the official Horus Heresy book
series by Black Library?

While 'Eye of Terra' is covered in various Horus Heresy novels and campaign books, it is
also a distinct campaign with specific rule sets and supplementary materials.

How does the 'Eye of Terra' campaign impact gameplay
in Horus Heresy tabletop battles?

The 'Eye of Terra' campaign introduces unique scenarios, missions, and special rules that
simulate the intense siege and strategic defense of the Imperial Palace.

Can | play both loyalist and traitor forces in 'Eye of
Terra' scenarios?

Yes, players can command either loyalist or traitor forces, reenacting the epic battles of the
Siege of Terra from both perspectives.

What is the significance of the 'Eye of Terra' in
Warhammer 40k lore?

The 'Eye of Terra' represents the focal point of the Emperor's domain and the last bastion of
loyalist resistance during the Horus Heresy, symbolizing the fate of humanity.

Where can | find the 'Eye of Terra' campaign rules and
lore?

The 'Eye of Terra' campaign rules and lore can be found in Black Library publications, Forge
World supplements, and official Warhammer community releases related to the Horus
Heresy.

Additional Resources

Eye of Terra: A Deep Dive into The Horus Heresy

Eye of Terra the Horus Heresy is a pivotal part of the expansive Warhammer 40,000
universe, capturing the imagination of fans and readers with its intricate storytelling and



rich lore. This narrative, centered around the catastrophic civil war that nearly destroyed
the Imperium of Man, provides a window into the darkest moments of humanity’s future
and the epic struggle between loyalty and betrayal. As one of the defining series within the
Horus Heresy saga, Eye of Terra offers a unique blend of political intrigue, military strategy,
and mythic drama, making it a significant focus for enthusiasts and scholars of the
franchise alike.

Understanding the Context of Eye of Terra within
The Horus Heresy

The Horus Heresy is a seminal event in the lore of Warhammer 40,000, detailing the
rebellion of Warmaster Horus against the Emperor of Mankind. Eye of Terra serves as a
crucial narrative thread within this expansive setting, often highlighting the strategic and
spiritual heart of the Imperium—the planet Terra itself. The term “Eye of Terra” symbolizes
the vigilant observation and defense of the Imperial Palace and the Emperor’'s domain
during this turbulent era.

Unlike the broader Horus Heresy series, which spans numerous battles and character arcs
across the galaxy, Eye of Terra zeroes in on the siege of Terra and the political
machinations that unfold within the Emperor’s palace walls. This focus allows readers to
explore the intricate dynamics of loyalty, power, and sacrifice from a more intimate
perspective, contrasting with the grand-scale warfare depicted elsewhere.

Thematic Depth and Narrative Style of Eye of Terra

One of the standout features of Eye of Terra is its ability to balance grand-scale epic
storytelling with nuanced character development. The narrative delves into the
psychological and emotional turmoil experienced by key figures, including loyalist Space
Marines, Imperial Guard commanders, and the enigmatic Custodes. This approach enriches
the larger Horus Heresy mythos by presenting the human cost behind the monumental
battles.

The tone throughout Eye of Terra remains measured and investigative, avoiding simplistic
portrayals of good versus evil. Instead, it emphasizes the tragic nature of the conflict,
where former allies become bitter enemies under the weight of betrayal and manipulation.
This complexity appeals to readers seeking a mature and sophisticated interpretation of the
Horus Heresy.

Key Features and Highlights of Eye of Terra

Eye of Terra distinguishes itself not only through its narrative focus but also through its
detailed portrayal of the siege and defense of the Imperial Palace. The series pays
meticulous attention to the architecture, defenses, and internal politics of Terra during the
Heresy, providing a richly textured setting that feels both grand and claustrophobic.



Military Strategy and Siege Warfare

The siege of Terra is arguably one of the most iconic events in the Horus Heresy timeline,
and Eye of Terra offers a comprehensive analysis of the military strategies employed by
both the loyalists and traitors. From the deployment of massive war machines to the use of
psychic powers, the series presents a layered depiction of warfare that transcends mere
physical combat.

Notably, Eye of Terra explores how the defenders leverage Terra’s formidable defenses,
including the vast orbital bombardments and the elite forces of the Adeptus Custodes. The
series also sheds light on the logistical challenges faced by the attackers, emphasizing the
complexity of orchestrating a multi-pronged assault against the heart of the Imperium.

Political Intrigue within the Imperial Palace

Beyond the battlefield, Eye of Terra delves into the political tensions simmering within the
Imperial Palace. The narrative exposes the fractures and rivalries among the Emperor’s
closest advisors, the High Lords of Terra, and other influential factions. This layer of intrigue
adds depth to the story, revealing how internal dissent and ambition undermine the
Imperium’s ability to respond effectively to the external threat.

Through this lens, Eye of Terra also examines the role of the Ecclesiarchy and the
Mechanicum, two powerful institutions whose allegiances and agendas shape the course of
the conflict. The interplay between religious fervor and technological innovation becomes a
recurring theme, highlighting the ideological battles waged alongside the physical war.

Comparative Insights: Eye of Terra Versus Other
Horus Heresy Works

When positioned alongside other Horus Heresy novels and series, Eye of Terra offers a
distinctive perspective that complements the broader narrative. While titles like “Horus
Rising” and “False Gods” focus on the early stages of the rebellion and Horus’s fall from
grace, Eye of Terra is concentrated on the culmination of the conflict—the desperate
defense of the Imperium’s homeworld.

This specialization makes Eye of Terra particularly appealing for fans interested in the
strategic and political dimensions of the Heresy rather than solely the battlefield heroics. Its
emphasis on Terra also means that it often serves as a narrative nexus, connecting various
plot lines and character arcs from across the series.

Strengths and Limitations

Eye of Terra’s strengths lie in its detailed world-building and its mature handling of complex
themes such as loyalty, sacrifice, and the nature of power. The series benefits from high-



quality writing and a commitment to exploring the moral ambiguities of the Heresy.

However, some readers may find the pace of Eye of Terra slower compared to more action-
oriented installments. The focus on political maneuvering and siege logistics may not
appeal to those seeking fast-paced combat scenes or a more straightforward heroic
narrative. Additionally, the depth of lore and intricate character relationships can present a
steep learning curve for newcomers to the Warhammer 40,000 universe.

The Impact of Eye of Terra on the Horus Heresy
Fandom and Beyond

Eye of Terra has garnered acclaim within the Horus Heresy community for its faithful yet
innovative approach to the saga’s critical moments. Its contribution to expanding the lore
of Terra and the Imperial Palace has been significant, influencing subsequent novels, game
supplements, and fan discussions.

From a broader perspective, Eye of Terra exemplifies how the Horus Heresy series
continues to evolve, balancing the expectations of longtime fans with the need to deepen
and enrich the mythology. Its success underscores the enduring appeal of Warhammer
40,000’s dark future and the compelling drama that unfolds within it.

Ultimately, Eye of Terra the Horus Heresy remains a must-read for those invested in the

rich tapestry of Warhammer 40,000, offering a profound exploration of one of the
universe’s most critical and gripping events.

Eye Of Terra The Horus Heresy

eye of terra the horus heresy: Eye of Terra Laurie Goulding, 2017-06-27 An anthology of
Horus Heresy tales written by some of Black Library’s bestselling authors. The galaxy burns at
Horus’s command, and a billion more lives are lost with each passing moment - though it was not
always so. Once, the title of Warmaster stood for honour, loyalty and a fierce pride in the strength of
the Space Marine Legions. But perhaps by following the myriad lines of destiny and defiance that
were already woven around the primarchs and their sons, we may yet come to understand the
bitterness that can eat away at even the most steadfast of souls... This Horus Heresy anthology
contains fifteen short stories by authors including Graham McNeill, Nick Kyme, Gav Thorpe, Chris
Wraight and many more. It also includes Aaron Dembski-Bowden’s acclaimed novella Aurelian.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Dread Trident Curtis D. Carbonell, 2019-11-27 Dread Trident
focuses on tabletop role-playing games as vital mechanisms in the increasing creation of ‘realized
worlds’ in modern culture. We often think of these as emerging from novel reading, film viewing, or
video game playing; rarely do we consider the worlds of analog games, such as Dungeons and
Dragons.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Warhammer 40,000 Kieron Gillen, 2021-04-07 Collects
Warhammer 40,000: Marneus Calgar (2020) #1-5. The saga of WARHAMMER 40,000 comes to
Marvel Comics! In the grim darkness of the far future, there is only war. Marneus Calgar, the
legendary Chapter Master of the Ultramarines, leads his elite Space Marines against humanity’s


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/eye-of-terra-the-horus-heresy.pdf

greatest threats in a galaxy engulfed in endless war. Writer Kieron Gillen (UNCANNY X-MEN,
JOURNEY INTO MYSTERY, The Wicked + The Divine) spearheads a new publishing initiative with
Marneus Calgar’s never-before-told origin story — from his beginnings on Nova Thulium and his
campaigns in the Black Crusades, to the unfolding mystery of the Black Altar, as a deadly threat
from Calgar’s past re-emerges to threaten the present of the Ultramar system! It’s essential reading
for 40K afficionados — and the perfect primer for those new to the universe of WARHAMMER
40,000! Be prepared!

eye of terra the horus heresy: Csatasélyom Chris Wraight, 2024-06-11 Az aruld el66rsok a
Palota szive felé nyomulnak a végsé gyézelem tudataban. A véddk kétségbeesett cseleket vetnek be:
egy akaratlan szentet és egy lelkes blinost eresztenek a romok k6zé. Egy gonoszsaghol kovacsolt,
fekete kard emelkedik fel, készen arra, hogy megteremtse a sajat legendajat. Am a mészarlas
kozepette Jaghatai Kan, Chogoris csatasolyma a konfliktus legmerészebb csapasara készil. Célja
nem kevesebb, mint az Oroszlankapu trkikoto felszabaditdsa. Minden tdmogatastdl elvagva, mindent
egy lapra tesz fel a roham sordn, amelyet régi ellensége szivének iranyoz, aki sokkal hatalmasabba
valt, mint egykoron volt. Mikozben a Fehér Hegek az élet és halal ijonnan megkoronazott urai ellen
lovagolnak ki, tudjak, hogy ha elbuknak, akkor a vereségiik nemcsak a 1égiot, hanem magéat a Terrat
is végveszélybe sodorja.

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Crimson King Graham McNeill, 2017-12-05 Broken by
the destruction of their home world Prospero at the hands of the Space Wolves Legion, Magnus the
Red and the Thousand Sons retreat into the Eye of Terror. Is there any way for the Crimson King to
rise again? After the razing of Prospero, Magnus the Red spirited the Thousand Sons away to the
Planet of the Sorcerers, deep within the Eye of Terra. Removed from the concerns of the galaxy at
large and regarding the Warmaster’s unfolding Heresy with cold detachment, Magnus has dedicated
his hollow existence to the preservation of all the knowledge once held in the great libraries of Tizca,
should mankind ever seek such enlightenment again. But his sons can see the change in their
primarch - he is a broken soul, whose mind and memories are slipping away into the tumult of the
warp. Only by returning to the scenes of his greatest triumphs and tragedies can they hope to
restore him, and allow the Crimson King to be crowned anew by the Ruinous Powers.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Chaos Space Marines Jervis Johnson, 1999

eye of terra the horus heresy: Deus Sanguinius James Swallow, 2005 Science fiction-roman.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Hammer of Daemons Ben Counter, 2008 In the nightmare
future of Warhammer 40,000, a superhuman warrior must battle his way free from a world of
daemons.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Codex Space Marines Games Workshop, 1998-10

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Horus Heresy Box Set Volumes 1-12 Dan Abnett, Graham
McNeill, Ben Counter, 2014-10-14 This boxed set contains the first twelve novels in the New York
Times bestselling Horus Heresy series. Also included is Whispers of Heresy, an exclusive anthology
of stories previously only available as Black Library audio dramas or eBook downloads. A new
Imperium is being forged across the galaxy. After millennia of isolation and localised conflict, the
Emperor of Mankind has risen to rule holy Terra, and now commands his Space Marine Legions in
reuniting all the lost colonies of humanity. At the forefront of his armies are the primarchs - post
human warriors and leaders without equal, created from his own genetic template. This Great
Crusade is all but over when Horus, the Emperor's first primarch son and Warmaster of the Legions,
becomes part of a wider plot by the primordial forces of Chaos to corrupt mankind and bring fresh
ruin to the galaxy. Swaying some of his brothers to his cause and facing others openly upon the field
of battle, Horus has set his eye upon the Throne of Terra itself, and will not hesitate to let the
Imperium devour itself in the bloodiest civil war in the history of mankind...

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary Sir James
Augustus Henry Murray, 1971 Micrographic reproduction of the 13 volume Oxford English
dictionary published in 1933.

eye of terra the horus heresy: Praetorian of Dorn John French, 2018-02-27 Terra comes under




attack from an enemy within as the Imperial Fists and Rogal Dorn prepare for the coming of Horus.
Recalled from the Great Crusade after Ullanor, Rogal Dorn and the VII Legion were appointed as the
Emperor’s praetorians, but only after the Warmaster Horus' treachery was revealed did the full
extent of that sacred duty become apparent. Now, the Solar System comes under attack for the first
time since the war began, and many of the seemingly impregnable defences wrought by Dorn and
his Imperial Fists Legion prove inadequate. With all eyes fixed firmly upon this new threat beyond
the gates of Terra, who in turn will protect Dorn from the enemy within?

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Horus Heresy Box Set: Dan Abnett, 2014-10-01 The first
twelve novels in the New York Times bestselling Horus Heresy series, plus an exclusive anthology

eye of terra the horus heresy: Epilog diverse, 2025

eye of terra the horus heresy: Horus Heresy - Die Wacht des Imperators Laurie Goulding,
2017-05-04

eye of terra the horus heresy: Eros on the Nile Karol Mysliwiec, 2004 Daily life in ancient
Egypt was saturated with eroticism and much influenced by cult and magic as well. Ancient Egyptian
religion, with its variety of gods living, feeling, and reacting much like mortals, is a valuable index of
human lifestyles of the day. This text addresses selected facets of the erotic concepts and practices
of the ancient Egyptians, as recorded in art and literature; it also describes some recent
archaeological discoveries.

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Horus Heresy - Siege of Terra - Sammelband 02 Gav
Thorpe, Dan Abnett, 2025

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Horus Heresy - Siege of Terra - Sammelband 03 John
French, Chris Wraight, 2025

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Crimson King Graham McNeill, 2017 FANTASY. After the
razing of Prospero, Magnus the Red spirited the Thousand Sons away to the Planet of the Sorcerers,
deep within the Eye of Terra. Removed from the concerns of the galaxy at large and regarding the
Warmaster's unfolding Heresy with cold detachment, Magnus has dedicated his hollow existence to
the preservation of all the knowledge once held in the great libraries of Tizca, should mankind ever
seek such enlightenment again. But his sons can see the change in their primarch - he is a broken
soul, whose mind and memories are slipping away into the tumult of the warp. Only by returning to
the scenes of his greatest triumphs and tragedies can they hope to restore him, and allow the
Crimson King to be crowned anew by the Ruinous Powers.

eye of terra the horus heresy: The Horus Heresy: Siege of Terra no 05 Mortis John French,
2025-06-25 Una nueva entrega de Asedio a Terra. Las victorias del Muro Saturnino y los sacrificios
del espaciopuerto del Muro de la Eternidad se han perdido en la esperanza del ayer. Frenados pero
no derrotados, los traidores intensifican su asalto contra el Palacio Imperial. Con los espaciopuertos
principales ya en manos de Horus, el Senor de la Guerra hace descender sus naves de reserva desde
el firmamento. Conforme aumenta la presion del asalto, el poder del Caos disminuye. La vida en vela
de los defensores esta llena de desesperacion, mientras que sus suenos los conducen a la busqueda
de un paraiso falso. En vista de que las defensas se desmoronan y la fuerza de voluntad de quienes
las ocupan se resquebraja, Horus manda a los titanes de la Legio Mortis para abrir una brecha en las
murallas. Contra ellos se alza el poderio del Muro de Mercurio y la fuerza de la Legio Ignatum.
Como rivales ancestrales, las maquinas dios de ambas legiones se adentran en la batalla, mientras
en el interior de las murallas unos pocos individuos desesperados buscan un modo de contrarrestar
la influencia maligna de la disformidad. Por toda Terra, los guerreros y viajeros extraviados recorren
terrenos baldios y jardines siniestros, en camino a su hogar y a un futuro desconocido.
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