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Enemies of Choice: The Right to Life Movement and Its Threat to Abortion

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion have long
been at the heart of a deeply polarized debate in societies around the world. This
contentious conflict pits advocates of reproductive rights against groups who argue that life
begins at conception, framing abortion as a moral and legal wrong. Understanding the
dynamics behind the right to life movement and its impact on abortion access requires a
nuanced exploration of its origins, strategies, and the broader sociopolitical landscape.
Let’'s delve into this multifaceted issue and unpack what it means for choice, bodily
autonomy, and the future of reproductive healthcare.

The Origins of the Right to Life Movement

The right to life movement emerged as a powerful force primarily in response to the
legalization of abortion in many countries during the late 20th century. Rooted in religious,
ethical, and philosophical beliefs, the movement asserts that human life begins at
conception, and therefore, abortion is equivalent to taking a human life. This foundational
belief has galvanized a wide network of activists, organizations, and political allies who
work tirelessly to restrict or eliminate abortion access.

Historical Context and Growth

In the United States, for example, the Roe v. Wade decision of 1973 marked a turning point
that spurred the right to life movement into action. Similar movements have appeared
worldwide, often linked with conservative political factions and religious institutions. The
movement’s growth is not just about opposing abortion but also about promoting an
agenda that emphasizes traditional family values and often intersects with debates on
contraception, sex education, and women's rights.

How the Right to Life Movement Poses a Threat
to Abortion Access

The right to life movement’s strategies to curtail abortion access are multifaceted, ranging
from legislative measures to grassroots activism. These efforts have significant implications
for reproductive rights and the lived experiences of individuals seeking abortion services.



Legislative and Policy Tactics

One of the primary ways the right to life movement threatens abortion access is through
the introduction and support of restrictive laws. These laws may include:

Mandatory waiting periods before an abortion can be performed

Targeted regulations on abortion providers (TRAP laws) that impose costly and often
unnecessary requirements

Bans on abortion after a certain number of weeks, sometimes as early as six weeks,
before many people even know they are pregnant

Restrictions on public funding for abortion services, limiting access for low-income
individuals

By pushing for such legislation, the movement effectively narrows the window and
circumstances under which abortion is legally accessible, making it increasingly difficult for
many to exercise their reproductive rights.

Social Stigma and Misinformation Campaigns

Beyond legal battles, the right to life movement also works to shape public opinion through
campaigns that frame abortion in highly negative terms. These efforts often rely on
emotionally charged language and imagery designed to stigmatize those who seek
abortions and the medical professionals who provide them.

Misinformation about abortion’s safety, the development of the fetus, and the psychological
consequences for those who undergo the procedure is frequently circulated to sway public
sentiment. This not only influences voting behaviors but also contributes to an environment
where abortion becomes a taboo subject, discouraging open dialogue and support for
reproductive health services.

Enemies of Choice: The Broader Impact on
Reproductive Rights

The conflict between the right to life advocates and abortion supporters is emblematic of a
larger struggle over bodily autonomy, gender equality, and healthcare access. Labeling the
right to life movement as “enemies of choice” underscores the fundamental opposition
between those who champion free reproductive decisions and those who seek to impose
restrictions.



Intersection with Women'’s Rights and Equality

Access to safe and legal abortion is widely recognized as a cornerstone of women'’s rights.
Restrictions imposed by the right to life movement often disproportionately affect
marginalized communities, including low-income individuals, people of color, and those
living in rural areas. Without the ability to control reproductive choices, many face barriers
to education, employment, and economic independence.

Moreover, the movement’s influence can extend beyond abortion to threaten contraception
access and comprehensive sex education, further limiting individuals’ ability to make
informed decisions about their bodies and futures.

The Role of Legal Battles and Supreme Court Decisions

In many countries, the judicial system has become a critical battleground for abortion
rights. The right to life movement frequently challenges existing abortion laws in court,
seeking to overturn or weaken protections. Recent high-profile cases and Supreme Court
decisions have dramatically reshaped abortion access in places like the United States, with
ripple effects felt globally.

These legal challenges often hinge on constitutional interpretations and the framing of
abortion as a human rights issue, highlighting the ongoing tension between individual
freedoms and moral or religious convictions.

Strategies for Protecting and Advancing Abortion
Access

In the face of the right to life movement’s persistent efforts, advocates for abortion rights
have developed a range of strategies to defend and expand access to reproductive
healthcare.

Building Public Awareness and Education

One effective approach is increasing public understanding of abortion as a safe, common
medical procedure essential to personal autonomy and health. Comprehensive sex
education, public health campaigns, and storytelling that humanizes the experiences of
those who seek abortions help counteract stigma and misinformation.

Legal Advocacy and Policy Reform

Legal organizations continue to fight restrictive laws and promote policies that safeguard
reproductive rights. Efforts include challenging unconstitutional restrictions, advocating for



Medicaid coverage of abortion, and working to codify abortion rights into legislation to
protect them from future judicial rollbacks.

Supporting Access Through Community Resources

Grassroots organizations play a vital role in providing support services such as abortion
funds, transportation assistance, and counseling. These resources help overcome practical
barriers, particularly in regions where clinics are scarce or under threat.

Looking Ahead: The Ongoing Debate

The conversation around enemies of choice, the right to life movement, and its threat to
abortion is far from settled. As social attitudes shift and political landscapes evolve, the

stakes remain high. The future of abortion access will likely depend on a combination of
legal protections, public support, and the resilience of reproductive rights advocates.

This ongoing debate is a reminder of the complex interplay between personal beliefs,
societal values, and human rights. For many, it is not just about abortion but about the
broader question of who gets to decide what happens to one’s body—a question that will
continue to inspire passionate advocacy on all sides.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Enemies of Choice' in the context of the
right to life movement?

The 'Enemies of Choice' refers to groups and individuals within the right to life movement
who actively oppose abortion rights and seek to restrict or eliminate access to abortion
services.

How does the right to life movement pose a threat to
abortion rights?

The right to life movement poses a threat to abortion rights by campaigning for legislation
that limits or bans abortion, promoting anti-abortion rhetoric, and influencing public opinion
and policy to reduce access to abortion services.

What strategies does the right to life movement use to
challenge abortion access?

The right to life movement employs strategies such as lobbying for restrictive laws,
organizing protests and rallies, supporting crisis pregnancy centers, and using legal
challenges to overturn or weaken abortion rights protections.



Why is the right to life movement considered a threat
to reproductive freedom?

The right to life movement is considered a threat to reproductive freedom because it seeks
to impose legal and social restrictions on individuals' ability to make decisions about their
own bodies, particularly regarding the choice to terminate a pregnancy.

How have recent political developments impacted the
right to life movement's influence on abortion policy?

Recent political developments, including changes in judicial appointments and legislation at
state and federal levels, have bolstered the right to life movement's influence, leading to
increased restrictions on abortion access in several regions.

What are the implications of the right to life
movement's actions for healthcare providers?

The right to life movement's actions can create legal and professional challenges for
healthcare providers, including increased regulatory burdens, potential criminalization of
abortion services, and ethical dilemmas related to patient care and autonomy.

Additional Resources

Enemies of Choice: The Right to Life Movement and Its Threat to Abortion

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion represent a
complex and contentious dynamic within the broader discourse on reproductive rights. This
phrase encapsulates the ongoing conflict between advocates of abortion rights—often
referred to as “choice” proponents—and the Right to Life movement, which fundamentally
opposes abortion on moral, legal, and sometimes religious grounds. Understanding this
clash requires a detailed examination of the strategies, ideologies, and societal impacts
driven by both sides, particularly the ways in which the Right to Life movement shapes
legislative and cultural landscapes to influence abortion access and availability.

The Right to Life Movement: Origins and
Ideological Foundations

The Right to Life movement traces its roots to the early 1970s, gaining momentum in
response to the landmark 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade, which federally
protected a woman'’s right to choose abortion. The movement’s core belief holds that life
begins at conception, and as such, abortion constitutes the unjust termination of an
innocent human life. This conviction informs their advocacy efforts aimed at restricting or
eliminating access to abortion services.

Unlike the broad spectrum of abortion rights supporters, the Right to Life movement



operates through a network of organizations, ranging from grassroots groups to well-funded
national coalitions. These entities often engage in political lobbying, public demonstrations,
and educational campaigns designed to promote anti-abortion legislation and shift public
opinion.

Strategic Approaches and Legal Challenges

One of the primary ways the Right to Life movement threatens abortion rights is through
legislative action at both state and federal levels. By advocating for restrictive abortion
laws—such as mandatory waiting periods, gestational limits, and targeted regulation of
abortion providers—they aim to create barriers that reduce the availability of abortion
services. For instance, “heartbeat bills” that ban abortion once a fetal heartbeat is
detectable have gained traction in several states, reflecting the movement’s strategy to
incrementally limit abortion access.

In addition to legislative pursuits, the Right to Life movement is heavily involved in judicial
battles. By supporting the appointment of conservative judges and endorsing legal
challenges to Roe v. Wade, they seek to dismantle or significantly weaken federal
protections for abortion. The 2022 Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s
Health Organization, which overturned Roe, marked a pivotal victory for the movement,
effectively returning abortion regulation to individual states and intensifying the threat to
abortion access nationwide.

Enemies of Choice: Impact on Abortion Access
and Public Perception

The framing of the Right to Life movement as “enemies of choice” reflects the perception
that their actions directly undermine a woman’s autonomy over her reproductive decisions.
This characterization is central to the abortion debate, highlighting the ideological divide
between protecting fetal life and safeguarding personal freedoms.

Restrictions and Their Consequences

Abortion restrictions championed by the Right to Life movement often lead to unintended
consequences, including increased financial and logistical burdens on those seeking
abortions. For example, when clinics close or are forced to comply with costly regulations,
individuals must travel greater distances or delay procedures, which can increase medical
risks. Studies have shown that in states with stringent abortion laws, access disparities
widen along socioeconomic and geographic lines, disproportionately affecting marginalized
populations.

Moreover, some critics argue that these restrictions do not reduce abortion rates but rather
drive individuals toward unsafe alternatives. The World Health Organization emphasizes
that legal and accessible abortion services are crucial to public health, and restrictions can



exacerbate health inequities.

Shaping Public Opinion and Cultural Narratives

Beyond legal battles, the Right to Life movement invests heavily in cultural and educational
campaigns. By promoting narratives that emphasize fetal personhood and the moral
implications of abortion, they seek to influence public attitudes and normalize anti-abortion
views. These efforts often intersect with religious institutions and conservative media
outlets, further entrenching the movement’s influence.

Conversely, abortion rights advocates emphasize bodily autonomy and gender equality,
framing abortion as essential healthcare. The clash of these narratives fuels ongoing
societal debates and polarization, affecting policy decisions and electoral outcomes.

The Broader Context: Reproductive Rights in a
Polarized Society

The conflict between enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion
does not exist in a vacuum. It reflects broader tensions related to gender politics, religious
freedom, and the role of government in individual lives. The post-Dobbs landscape
illustrates this vividly, as states vary widely in their abortion laws—some expanding
protections, others imposing near-total bans.

Comparative Perspectives

Internationally, abortion laws range from highly permissive to extremely restrictive,
influenced by cultural, religious, and political factors. Countries with more liberal abortion
policies often report better health outcomes for women and lower maternal mortality rates.
In contrast, restrictive regimes tend to experience higher rates of unsafe abortions,
underscoring the public health stakes involved.

Within the United States, the mosaic of abortion legislation post-Dobbs has created a
patchwork system that complicates access and raises ethical questions about equity and
justice. This fragmentation illustrates how the Right to Life movement’s influence extends
beyond ideology into tangible, everyday implications for millions of people.

Prospects for Advocacy and Resistance

Despite the challenges posed by the Right to Life movement, abortion rights supporters
continue to mobilize through grassroots activism, legal defense funds, and public education
initiatives. Technological innovations, such as telemedicine for medication abortion, have
emerged as tools to circumvent some access barriers.



Furthermore, public opinion polls suggest that a significant portion of the population
supports some degree of abortion access, indicating potential for policy shifts in the future.
However, the persistence of the Right to Life movement ensures that reproductive rights
remain a contentious and evolving battleground.

Key Features of the Conflict Between Choice and
Right to Life

* ldeological Divide: Fundamental disagreements over when life begins and the
prioritization of fetal rights versus bodily autonomy.

e Legal Strategies: The use of legislation, judicial appointments, and court challenges
to influence abortion policy.

* Access Restrictions: Imposition of regulations that affect the availability and safety
of abortion services.

e Cultural Influence: Efforts to shape public perception through education, media, and
religious engagement.

e Health Implications: Impact of abortion laws on maternal health, safety, and
socioeconomic disparities.

The ongoing contest between enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to
abortion underscores a fundamental struggle over reproductive freedom that resonates
across legal, ethical, and social domains. As this debate unfolds, it continues to shape the
contours of American society and the lived realities of countless individuals.

Enemies Of Choice The Right To Life Movement And Its Threat
To Abortion

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The
Right-to-Life Movement, the Reagan Administration, and the Politics of Abortion Prudence
Flowers, 2018-11-03 This book offers a political, ideological, and social history of the national
right-to-life movement in the 1980s under President Ronald Reagan. It analyzes anti-abortion
engagement with the legislative, judicial, and executive branches, and offers what is frequently a
narrative of disappointment and factionalism. The chapters explore pro-life responses to Supreme
Court vacancies, attempts to pass a constitutional amendment, and broader legislative and
bureaucratic strategies, including successful campaigns against international and domestic family
planning programs. The book suggests that the 1980s transformed the anti-abortion cause, limiting
the types of ideas and approaches possible at a national level. Although the movement later claimed
Reagan as a pro-life hero, while he was President right-to-lifers continuously struggled with the gap
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between his words and deeds. They also had a fraught relationship with the broader Republican
Party. This book charts the political education of right-to-lifers, offering insights into social
movement activism and conservatism in the late twentieth century.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Politics of
Abortion and Birth Control in Historical Perspective Donald T. Critchlow, 2010-11-01 While
there is extensive literature on the social history, politics, and legal aspects of birth control and
abortion in the United States, the history of family planning as a policy remains to be fully recorded.
This volume is intended to contribute to this history by examining birth control and abortion within a
larger cultural, policy, and comparative framework. The essays contained in this volume represent a
variety of perspectives and scholarly interests. In many instances the authors differ with each other
as well as with the editor on fundamental points of historical interpretation. They all, however, share
a commitment to study the politics of population within a scholarly framework that emphasizes the
importance of policy history for understanding past and contemporary problems.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The Abortion
Debate in the United States and Canada Maureen Muldoon, 2021-03-19 First published in 1991.
Over the last twenty-five years or so, the debate on abortion has not moved any closer to resolution
in either the United States or Canada. The courts, the legislatures, the pulpits, the classrooms, the
hospitals and clinics and the media have provided the forums for this on-going struggle. Two groups
of activists have dominated the debate. The opponents of abortion, who are referred to as
anti-abortion or pro-life, advocate restrictive policies on abortion while the pro-choice groups direct
their attempts to creating a permissive policy that allows a woman to make her own decision. The
anti-abortion advocates and the pro-choice advocates alike have learned the skills and developed the
strategies to advance their own positions. Whatever legal and public policy gains are made by one
side are often countered by moves from their opponents. There is available a vast amount of material
related to the topic of abortion. From the extensive and diverse literature, this book draws a
collection of relevant materials primarily representing aspects of the sociological, philosophical,
religious and legal aspects of the abortion issue. Its purpose is to serve as a source bode for those
interested in seeing how the abortion debate has been conducted within the recent past. The book
also serves as a reference work for further study.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Our Right to
Choose Beverly Wildung Harrison, 2011-11-07 Wipf and Stock is to be congratulated for making
Beverly Wildung Harrison's Our Right to Choose newly available. Recognized as a classic in its field
from its publication in 1983, Our Right to Choose is as compelling--and needed--today as it was then.
- Nyla Rasmussen, RN, Maternal Child Health Larry Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor
Emeritus of Social Ethics, Union Theological Seminary, New York City This historic book is as
incisive, pertinent, timely and morally compelling as it was twenty-eight years ago. Harrison has
both ethical purchase and feminist vision on 'The Issue of Our Age.' Read it, learn, be convicted and
act! - Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, President of Union Theological Seminary Decades after its initial
publication, Beverly Wildung Harrison's sex-positive, justice and social welfare affirming study of
abortion remains a unique and trailblazing contribution to the field of Christian ethics. From the
treatment of women's procreation in the history of Western Christianity to the rhetoric of 1970s
abortion politics, she offers meticulous critiques and constructive feminist Christian ideas sorely
needed in today's debates about abortion rights. Traci C. West, author of Disruptive Christian Ethics:
When Racism and Women's Lives Matter

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The Christian
Right, the Far Right and the Boundaries of American Conservatism Martin Durham, 2000
Mothers and meaning on the early modern English stage is a study of the dramatised mother figure
in English drama from the mid-sixteenth to the early seventeenth centuries. It explores a range of
genres: moralities, histories, romantic comedies, city comedies, domestic tragedies, high tragedies,
romances and melodrama and includes close readings of plays by such diverse dramatists as Udall,
Bale, Phillip, Legge, Kyd, Marlowe, Peele, Shakespeare, Middleton, Dekker and Webster. The study



is enriched by reference to religious, political and literary discourses of the period, from
Reformation and counter-Reformation polemic to midwifery manuals and Mother's Legacies, the
political rhetoric of Mary I, Elizabeth I and James VI, reported gallows confessions of mother
convicts and Puritan conduct books. It thus offers scholars of literature, drama, art and history a
unique opportunity to consider the literary, visual and rhetorical representation of motherhood in
the context of a discussion of familiar and less familiar dramatic texts.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The Conservative
Ascendancy Donald T. Critchlow, 2011-09-07 Hailed as perhaps the best scholarly overview of the
conservative movement in print (American Conservative), Donald Critchlow's The Conservative
Ascendancy has depicted, as no other book has, the wild ride of the Republican Right. Newly
updated and available for the first time in paperback, it continues to offer the best account of the
conservative struggle to reverse the momentum of the New Deal. In tracing the conservative revival,
Critchlow chronicles how conservative beliefs were translated into political power. He shows how
conservatives, from think tank theorists to grassroots mobilizers, gained control of the Republican
party by defeating its liberal eastern wing only to find that the welfare state was not so easily
dismantled. Looking back at the 1964 Goldwater debacle and the scandal-plagued Nixon years, he
then revisits the triumph of the Reagan presidency and describes how George W. Bush injected into
American politics a level of partisanship not seen since the nineteenth century. Critchlow recounts
the conflict between purity of principle and political practice for conservatives, and the dilemma of
maintaining an anti-statist ideology in an era of mass democracy and Cold War hostilities.
Throughout he delineates the intellectual foundations of the Right's positions--including the ongoing
schism that separates social conservatives from libertarians--while plumbing America's increasing
ideological divide. This updated edition not only features a new preface and conclusion but also
boasts an entirely new chapter covering the 2008 presidential election, the 2008 financial meltdown,
the first two years of Obama's presidency, the emergence of the Tea Party, the 2010 midterms, and
ongoing economic problems. Here Critchlow foresees a new epoch in which the old
conservative-progressive divide is unable to address the problems caused by national debt,
entitlement deficits, and a new global economy-a new reality sure to transform both parties. As
conservatives continue to wave the banners of limited government, individual responsibility, and
free enterprise, Critchlow's book provides a clear guide to the country's most dynamic political
movement and is essential reading for students and citizens alike as the political center continues to
tack to the right.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The Reagan
Presidency W. Elliot Brownlee, Hugh Davis Graham, 2003 Table of contents

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Decoding
Abortion Rhetoric Celeste Michelle Condit, 1990 Condit provides a close look at how pro-life and
pro-choice arguments have helped shape the development of public policy and private practice. She
offers readers an orderly way through the barrage of rhetoric and an opportunity to identify and
clarify our own opinions on a very difficult subject.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The U.S.
Women's Movement in Global Perspective Lee Ann Banaszak, 2006 This ambitious volume brings
together original essays on the U.S. women's movement with analyses of women's movements in
other countries around the world. A comparative perspective and a common theme--feminism in
social movement action--unite these voices in a way that will excite students and inspire further
research. From the grassroots to the global, the significance of the U.S women's movement in the
international arena cannot be denied. At the same time, the way in which international feminism has
developed--in Asia, in Latin America, in Europe--has altered and expanded the landscape of the U.S.
women's movement forever. These distinguished authors show us how. Visit our website for sample
chapters!

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Encyclopedia of
American Social Movements Immanuel Ness, 2015-07-17 This four-volume set examines every social



movement in American history - from the great struggles for abolition, civil rights, and women's
equality to the more specific quests for prohibition, consumer safety, unemployment insurance, and
global justice.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: The Catholic
Church And The Politics Of Abortion Timothy Byrnes, Mary C Segers, 2019-07-09 We had a great
deal of help in producing this book. Lyman Kellstedt of the American Political Science Association's
Special Section on Religion and Politics allowed us to try out our ideas on a panel at the association's
1990 meeting in San Francisco. Paul Weber and John Francis Burke offered helpful suggestions at
that session . Amy Eisenberg and Deborah Rich at Westview Press were helpful and supportive
throughout. A. David Lynch of the City College of New York and Murray Karstadt of Rutgers
University turned eleven chapters 011 five different word processing programs into a single
manuscript. Needless to say, we could not have done it without them. Vicky Donner, supported by
the City College Scholars Program, also assisted in readying the manuscript for publication . Dolores
M. Byrnes prepared the index. Mary Segers acknowledges Dean Donald G. Stein and the Graduate
School at Rutgers in Newark for the partial support provided by a 1 990-91 graduate research award
. Lastly, we both offer our gratitude to the contributors to this volume. All of the chapters of this
book, with a single exception, were written explicitly for inclusion in this book; none have been
published previously. We could not have asked for more enthusiastic responses to our requests to
contribute nor greater responsiveness to the time constraints we set. The goodwill of the
contributors allowed this book to be the collaborative effort we originally hoped it would be. That
said, the views expressed by each individual author are those of that author alone.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Sexuality and Its
Discontents Jeffrey Weeks, 2002-05-03 Few topics evoke so much anxiety and pleasure, pain and
hope, discussion and silence as sexuality. Throughout the Christian era it has been a major moral
preoccupation. Since the eighteenth century it has also been the focus of 'scientific' exploration and
political activity. But, despite this obsessive concern, we are still as baffled as our predecessors
about the 'true' meaning of sex. In this book Jeffrey Weeks unravels the dense web of historical,
theoretical and political forces that have culminated in the contemporary crisis of sexual meanings
and values. The book begins with a powerful evocation of our present discontents and their potent
signs: the rise of the New Right, the retreat of progressive forces and a wave of moral panics around
sex. It argues that this crisis is rooted in a tradition which has ascribed an inflated importance to
sexuality, whilst claiming a privileged access to truth. The author then examines radical debates of
recent years, and asks whether they contain the potentiality for taking us beyond the existing
boundaries of sexuality. From this analysis emerges a controversial 'radical pluralist' approach to
sexuality built on an acceptance of diversity and choice. By linking our present discontents to a clear
understanding of the past, Jeffrey Weeks presents a rational, optimistic and challenging vision of a
realizable future.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Perspectives on
the Politics of Abortion Ted G. Jelen, 1995-08-22 Perspectives on the Politics of Abortion examines
the abortion issue from ethical, empirical, and legal angles and offers some rather unconventional
analyses and surprising conclusions with regard to this familiar issue. One chapter argues that the
emphasis on rights has made illegal and occasionally violent activity on the part of pro-life activists
increasingly likely. Another chapter suggests that abortion is an instance of the more general right
to self-defense. A chapter considers the problem of abortion from the standpoint of participants in
the political process. And chapters examine the political tactics of the Roman Catholic Church and
abortion rights in terms of constitutional due process. This important volume adds new voices and
perspectives to the abortion debate.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Enemies of
Choice Andrew H. Merton, 1982-12-01

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Intended
Consequences Donald T. Critchlow, 2001-05-10 After World War II, U.S. policy experts--convinced



that unchecked population growth threatened global disaster--successfully lobbied bipartisan
policy-makers in Washington to initiate federally-funded family planning. In Intended Consequences,
Donald T. Critchlow deftly chronicles how the government's involvement in contraception and
abortion evolved into one of the most bitter, partisan controversies in American political history. The
growth of the feminist movement in the late 1960s fundamentally altered the debate over the federal
family planning movement, shifting its focus from population control directed by established
interests in the philanthropic community to highly polarized pro-abortion and anti-abortion groups
mobilized at the grass-roots level. And when the Supreme Court granted women the Constitutional
right to legal abortion in 1973, what began as a bi-partisan, quiet revolution during the
administrations of Kennedy and Johnson exploded into a contentious argument over sexuality,
welfare, the role of women, and the breakdown of traditional family values. Intended Consequences
encompasses over four decades of political history, examining everything from the aftermath of the
Republican moral revolution during the Reagan and Bush years to the current culture wars
concerning unwed motherhood, homosexuality, and the further protection of women's abortion
rights. Critchlow's carefully balanced appraisal of federal birth control and abortion policy reveals
that despite the controversy, the family planning movement has indeed accomplished much in the
way of its intended goal--the reduction of population growth in many parts of the world. Written with
authority, fresh insight, and impeccable research, Intended Consequences skillfully unfolds the
history of how the federal government found its way into the private bedrooms of the American
family.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Women's
Mental Health, An Issue of Medical Clinics of North America, An Issue of Medical Clinics of
North America Susan G. Kornstein, Anita H. Clayton, 2019-05-11 This issue of Medical Clinics,
edited by Drs. Susan G. Kornstein and Anita H. Clayton, will cover a wide arrange of topics in the
field of Women's Mental Health. Topics covered in this issue include, but are not limited to,
Psychopharmacology in Pregnancy and Breastfeeding, Binge Eating Disorder, Substance Abuse in
Women, Dementia in Women, Neuroendocrine Networks and Functionality, Lesbian and
Transgender Mental Health, and Reproductive Rights and Women's Mental Health.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: African
American Lives Henry Louis Gates Jr., Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2004-04-29 African American
Lives offers up-to-date, authoritative biographies of some 600 noteworthy African Americans. These
1,000-3,000 word biographies, selected from over five thousand entries in the forthcoming
eight-volume African American National Biography, illuminate African-American history through the
immediacy of individual experience. From Esteban, the earliest known African to set foot in North
America in 1528, right up to the continuing careers of Venus and Serena Williams, these stories of
the renowned and the near forgotten give us a new view of American history. Our past is revealed
from personal perspectives that in turn inspire, move, entertain, and even infuriate the reader.
Subjects include slaves and abolitionists, writers, politicians, and business people, musicians and
dancers, artists and athletes, victims of injustice and the lawyers, journalists, and civil rights leaders
who gave them a voice. Their experiences and accomplishments combine to expose the complexity of
race as an overriding issue in America's past and present. African American Lives features frequent
cross-references among related entries, over 300 illustrations, and a general index, supplemented by
indexes organized by chronology, occupation or area of renown, and winners of particular honors
such as the Spingarn Medal, Nobel Prize, and Pulitzer Prize.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Rise Up, O Men
of God L. Dean Allen, 2002 L. Dean Allen analyzes both groups' constructions of masculinity and
social ethics in relation to the family, the church, and a prominent social issue. Evangelical Christian
leaders designed both organizations in response to their alarm at men's absence from evangelical
churches, and they sought to increase men's participation in churches and to improve society as a
whole by their efforts. Each group faced important social changes during its era such as new
economic realities, women's activities, and perceived moral crises. Despite their similarities as



groups for evangelical Christian men only, MRFM and PK developed contrasting constructions of
masculinity and divergent social ethical calls for action.--BOOK JACKET.

enemies of choice the right to life movement and its threat to abortion: Abortion in the
Age of Unreason Warren M. Hern, 2024-09-30 This vivid account by a nationally prominent doctor
reports the daily challenges of offering and receiving abortion services in a volatile political and
social atmosphere. In stories from the front lines - from protecting patients and staff from
protesters’ attacks to the dangers to women of restricted access to abortion services, and the
pertinent findings of his remote research in Latin America, Hern’s book is strikingly detailed just as
it exposes the needs of women and the U. S. national interest. Dr. Hern - an abortion specialist,
researcher, scholar, and highly visible public advocate -shows how abortion saves women'’s lives
given the many risks that arise during pregnancy - remarkably more than most people realize. He
points to political and national solutions to reverse a reawakened crisis that now threatens
democracy. Throughout the book, Dr. Hern shows how the current emergency was largely created
by political actors who have exploited and distorted the abortion issue to increase and consolidate
their power. A vital component of women'’s health care, the crisis over abortion is not new. Yet the
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Women's need for safe abortion services will continue as the struggle to secure their rights
intensifies. This book is about that struggle during what has evolved, over the last 50 years, to an
Age of Unreason.
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