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Detroit Tigers Owner History: A Journey Through Leadership and Legacy

detroit tigers owner history is a fascinating tale that mirrors the evolution
of one of Major League Baseball’s most storied franchises. From its early
days in the late 19th century to the present, the ownership of the Detroit
Tigers has played a significant role in shaping the team’s identity, culture,
and success. Understanding the lineage of the Tigers’ owners offers not only
a glimpse into baseball history but also insights into how leadership styles
and business strategies influenced the team’s trajectory on and off the
field.

The Early Years: Foundation and First Owners

When the Detroit Tigers were established in 1894 as part of the Western
League, the concept of baseball team ownership was quite different from
today's multi-million dollar enterprises. The franchise was initially owned
by a group of local businessmen who saw the potential of bringing
professional baseball to Detroit. These early owners were often deeply
connected to the community, and their primary focus was fostering local
support and building a competitive team.

In 1901, as the American League was officially recognized as a major league,
the Tigers’ ownership began to take a more structured form. One of the most
influential figures in the early owner history was Frank Navin, who started
as a bookkeeper for the team before gradually acquiring controlling interest.
Navin’s dedication and business acumen helped stabilize the franchise during
its formative years.

Frank Navin: The Man Who Built the Tigers' Foundation

Frank Navin’s involvement with the Tigers began in 1903, and by 1908 he had
become the principal owner. His tenure, which lasted until his death in 1935,
is notable for the Tigers’ first World Series appearance in 1907 and their
growing reputation as a competitive club. Navin was known for his quiet but
firm leadership style, focusing on financial prudence and community
engagement.

Under Navin’s ownership, the Tigers attracted legendary players like Ty Cobb,
whose fierce competitiveness and talent helped elevate the team’s stature.
Navin’s emphasis on developing homegrown talent and maintaining a strong farm
system laid the groundwork for future successes.

Mid-20th Century: Shifts in Leadership and
Ownership

Following Frank Navin’s death, ownership of the Tigers transitioned to Walter
Briggs Sr., a Detroit industrialist who had been involved with the team as a
minority owner and president. Briggs’ era marked a significant shift, as he



brought a more aggressive business approach to managing the franchise.

Walter Briggs Sr.: Industrialist Meets Baseball

Walter Briggs Sr. purchased controlling interest in the Tigers in 1935. His
ownership was characterized by a desire to build a powerhouse team that could
consistently compete for championships. Briggs invested heavily in player
acquisitions and improvements to the stadium, which was renamed Briggs
Stadium (now Comerica Park’s predecessor).

Despite his commitment, Briggs’ tenure was also marked by controversy,
particularly regarding racial integration. The Tigers were the last American
League team to integrate, only doing so in 1958, which some attribute to
Briggs’ conservative views. Nevertheless, under his ownership, the Tigers won
the World Series in 1945, a crowning achievement that remains a highlight in
the franchise’s history.

The Transition to Family Ownership and the Move
Towards Modernization

After Walter Briggs Sr. passed away in 1952, his son, Walter Briggs Jr., took
over the reins. However, his leadership was less effective, and the team
struggled both on the field and in the front office. By the late 1950s, the
ownership landscape was ripe for change.

In 1956, John Fetzer and Fred Knorr purchased a controlling interest in the
Tigers, marking a new era of ownership focused on modernization and media
savvy. John Fetzer, in particular, was a pioneer in integrating television
broadcasting with baseball, helping to expand the Tigers' fanbase beyond
Detroit.

The Modern Era: From Media Moguls to Corporate
Ownership

The 1960s and 1970s saw the Detroit Tigers evolve under new ownership models
that reflected the changing business of sports. With John Fetzer at the helm
until the early 1980s, the team embraced new marketing strategies and stadium
improvements.

Tom Monaghan and the Domino’s Pizza Era

One of the most well-known owners in Tigers history is Tom Monaghan, founder
of Domino’s Pizza, who purchased the team in 1983. Monaghan’s ownership
brought significant financial investment and a willingness to make bold moves
both in management and player acquisitions.

During Monaghan’s tenure, the Tigers experienced a competitive resurgence,
culminating in a World Series appearance in 1984, where they won their first
championship since 1968. Monaghan also spearheaded the effort to build a new



stadium, which eventually materialized as Comerica Park in 2000, although he
sold the team before its completion.

The Ilitch Family: Stability and Community Commitment

In 1992, Mike Ilitch, the founder of Little Caesars Pizza, purchased the
Detroit Tigers, ushering in an era of stability and community-focused
ownership. The Ilitch family’s commitment to Detroit extended beyond
baseball, involving significant investments in the city’s revitalization.

Under Mike Ilitch’s ownership, the Tigers rebuilt their roster and farm
system, leading to multiple playoff appearances in the 2000s and 2010s. The
family’s hands-on approach and willingness to invest in both players and
facilities have cemented their place in the franchise’s history.

Following Mike Ilitch’s passing in 2017, ownership passed to his family, who
continue to maintain the Tigers’ legacy and work toward future success.

What Detroit Tigers Owner History Teaches About
Sports Leadership

Exploring the detroit tigers owner history reveals several valuable lessons
about sports franchise ownership. First, the importance of balancing
financial management with competitive ambition cannot be overstated. Owners
like Frank Navin and Mike Ilitch demonstrated how strategic investments in
talent and infrastructure could yield long-term benefits.

Second, the role of an owner extends beyond the baseball diamond. Community
engagement, media relations, and stadium development are crucial components
of a successful franchise. John Fetzer’s television innovations and the
Ilitch family’s downtown Detroit investments highlight how owners can
influence a team’s cultural and economic impact.

Finally, adapting to changing social and business landscapes is vital. The
Tigers’ delayed integration under Briggs contrasted sharply with later eras
that embraced diversity and modernization. This evolution reflects broader
societal shifts and underscores the owner’s role in guiding a team’s ethical
direction.

Key Figures in Detroit Tigers Owner History

Frank Navin: Longtime early owner who stabilized the franchise and
promoted player development.

Walter Briggs Sr.: Industrialist owner responsible for the 1945 World
Series title and stadium improvements.

John Fetzer: Media pioneer who expanded the Tigers’ reach through
television broadcasting.

Tom Monaghan: Domino’s Pizza founder who revitalized the team in the



1980s and pushed for a new stadium.

Mike Ilitch: Owner who brought stability, community investment, and
multiple playoff appearances.

Looking Forward: The Future of Tigers Ownership

As the Detroit Tigers continue their journey in Major League Baseball,
ownership remains a crucial factor influencing their direction. The current
ownership group, led by the Ilitch family, has shown a commitment to
rebuilding through youth development and smart acquisitions. Their approach
reflects modern trends in sports ownership, where data analytics, fan
engagement, and urban revitalization are increasingly intertwined with
traditional baseball operations.

For fans and historians alike, the detroit tigers owner history serves as a
reminder that behind every successful team is a story of leadership, vision,
and sometimes controversy. Understanding this history enriches the experience
of following the Tigers and offers a broader perspective on how sports
franchises navigate the challenges of their eras.

Whether the team is chasing another World Series or building for the future,
the legacy of its owners continues to shape the Tigers’ identity as a beloved
Detroit institution.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the original owner of the Detroit Tigers?

The original owner of the Detroit Tigers was George Stallings, who helped
establish the team in 1894.

When did Mike Ilitch become the owner of the Detroit
Tigers?

Mike Ilitch purchased the Detroit Tigers in 1992 and remained the owner until
his death in 2017.

How did Mike Ilitch impact the Detroit Tigers
organization?

Mike Ilitch revitalized the Tigers by investing in the team, leading to
improved performance and multiple playoff appearances.

Who took over ownership of the Detroit Tigers after
Mike Ilitch's passing?

After Mike Ilitch's death in 2017, ownership of the Detroit Tigers was passed
to his family trust, managed by his widow, Marian Ilitch.



Have the Detroit Tigers had any notable minority
owners in their history?

While the majority ownership has been held by the Ilitch family and previous
owners, the team has had minority investors, though none have been widely
publicized as notable minority owners.

What ownership changes occurred before the Ilitch
family acquired the Tigers?

Prior to the Ilitch family, the Detroit Tigers were owned by various
individuals and groups, including Walter Briggs Sr. and his son Walter Briggs
Jr., who owned the team from 1919 to 1956.

How long did Walter Briggs Sr. own the Detroit
Tigers?

Walter Briggs Sr. owned the Detroit Tigers from 1919 until his death in 1952,
after which his son took over ownership.

Did any ownership change coincide with significant
success for the Detroit Tigers?

Yes, under Mike Ilitch's ownership starting in 1992, the Tigers won the
American League pennant in 2006 and reached the World Series, marking a
period of renewed success.

Are the Detroit Tigers currently owned by a single
individual or a group?

The Detroit Tigers are currently owned by the Ilitch family via a family
trust, representing a group rather than a single individual.

How has the ownership history of the Detroit Tigers
influenced the team's branding and community
involvement?

The Ilitch family's ownership emphasized strong community ties and branding,
including stadium improvements and outreach programs, which have enhanced the
team's presence in Detroit.

Additional Resources
Detroit Tigers Owner History: A Chronicle of Leadership and Legacy

detroit tigers owner history is a fascinating journey through the evolving
landscape of Major League Baseball ownership, marked by influential figures,
strategic decisions, and a deep-rooted connection to Detroit’s identity. The
Detroit Tigers, one of the American League’s oldest franchises, have
witnessed a series of ownership changes that have shaped the team’s
trajectory on and off the field. This article delves into the comprehensive
ownership history of the Detroit Tigers, highlighting key personalities,



pivotal moments, and the impact of ownership on the franchise’s fortunes.

Origins and Early Ownership (1901-1935)

The Detroit Tigers were established in 1894 and joined the American League as
a charter member in 1901. The team’s initial ownership was spearheaded by
Samuel F. Angus, a businessman who acquired the club in 1900. Under Angus’s
stewardship, the Tigers began establishing themselves as a competitive force,
featuring legendary players like Ty Cobb. Angus’s ownership period was
characterized by the foundational growth of the franchise, focusing on
building a strong fan base and securing financial stability.

Following Angus, ownership transitioned to Frank Navin in 1908, whose tenure
lasted nearly three decades. Navin was not only an owner but also a key
figure in baseball administration. His involvement brought stability and a
sense of tradition to the Tigers, overseeing multiple pennant-winning
seasons. Navin’s era is often remembered for its dedication to developing
talent and maintaining baseball’s integrity in Detroit.

The Impact of Walter Briggs Sr. (1935-1952)

The most transformative figure in the early to mid-20th century was Walter
Briggs Sr., who purchased the Tigers in 1935. Briggs was an industrialist
with deep Detroit roots, owning a successful carriage and automobile parts
business before investing in the Tigers. His ownership brought a more
corporate and business-driven approach to the team, emphasizing modernization
and infrastructural improvements, including upgrades to Navin Field (later
Tiger Stadium).

Under Briggs, the Tigers won the World Series in 1945, their first
championship since 1935. However, his tenure was also marked by controversies
related to racial integration and labor policies. Briggs resisted integrating
the team for many years, a stance that reflected broader societal tensions of
the era but also impacted the Tigers’ competitiveness in the evolving
landscape of Major League Baseball.

The Briggs Family Era and Transition
(1952-1984)

After Walter Briggs Sr.’s death in 1952, ownership passed to his son, Walter
Briggs Jr. The younger Briggs continued managing the team through the 1950s
and early 1960s but faced criticism for similar reasons as his father,
particularly concerning the slow pace of racial integration. The Tigers were
among the last teams in MLB to integrate fully, which arguably hindered their
ability to compete during those decades.

Despite these challenges, the franchise experienced moments of success,
including the 1968 World Series championship, a highlight during the Briggs
family stewardship. However, financial difficulties and shifting baseball
economics eventually led the Briggs family to sell the team in the mid-1980s,
marking the end of an era that had lasted nearly half a century.



Tom Monaghan and the Domino’s Pizza Era (1984-1992)

In 1984, Tom Monaghan, the founder of Domino’s Pizza, purchased the Detroit
Tigers. Monaghan’s ownership period was notable for its emphasis on
marketing, branding, and stadium enhancements. A passionate businessman,
Monaghan sought to modernize the Tigers’ image and connect with a broader fan
base. He initiated renovations to Tiger Stadium and explored plans for a new
stadium, emphasizing fan experience and commercial growth.

However, Monaghan’s tenure was relatively short-lived. By 1992, he found the
financial and operational demands of owning a baseball team overwhelming,
especially given his commitments to Domino’s and personal interests. His
decision to sell the franchise opened the door for a new ownership group that
would emphasize community involvement and long-term stability.

The Ilitch Family Ownership: Stability and
Renaissance (1992-Present)

Perhaps the most significant chapter in Detroit Tigers owner history began in
1992 when Mike Ilitch, founder of Little Caesars Pizza, acquired the team.
The Ilitch family’s ownership has been characterized by a deep commitment to
Detroit, substantial investments in player development, and efforts to
restore the Tigers to postseason prominence.

Mike Ilitch’s Vision and Investments

Mike Ilitch’s approach combined business acumen with genuine passion for
baseball and Detroit’s revitalization. Under his leadership, the Tigers moved
from a struggling franchise to a competitive club, reaching the World Series
in 2006 for the first time since 1984. Ilitch invested heavily in scouting,
minor league systems, and the renovation of Comerica Park, which opened in
2000, replacing the iconic Tiger Stadium.

The Ilitch ownership also emphasized community engagement, reflecting
Ilitch’s belief that the Tigers were an integral part of Detroit’s cultural
fabric. This connection was crucial during Detroit’s economic challenges, as
the team became a symbol of hope and resilience.

Continuation Under Christopher Ilitch

Since Mike Ilitch’s passing in 2017, ownership and operational control have
largely passed to his son, Christopher Ilitch. Christopher has continued the
family’s tradition of stability and growth, overseeing strategic decisions
such as coaching hires, player acquisitions, and marketing initiatives. The
Ilitch family remains one of the few multi-generational ownership groups in
Major League Baseball, providing a rare continuity that many franchises lack.



Ownership Influence on Team Performance and
Identity

Ownership changes in the Detroit Tigers’ history have had a profound impact
on the team’s performance, culture, and identity. From the early
industrialist-driven leadership of the Briggs family to the corporate
modernization under Monaghan, and finally the community-rooted stewardship of
the Ilitch family, each era reflects different philosophies and challenges.

Financial Stability: Ownership shifts often correlated with the team’s
ability to invest in talent and facilities. The Ilitch family’s deep
pockets and long-term vision have provided the financial resources
necessary for sustained competitiveness.

Community Engagement: The Tigers have historically been more than just a
sports team; they are a cultural institution in Detroit. Ownership that
prioritizes community relations has helped maintain strong fan loyalty.

Integration and Diversity: Earlier ownership eras faced criticism for
slow racial integration, which affected team dynamics. Modern ownership
embraces diversity as a strength.

Facility Upgrades: Stadium improvements under various owners have
enhanced the fan experience and revenue streams, with Comerica Park
symbolizing the modern era.

Comparative Analysis of Ownership Styles

When comparing the different owners, a clear evolution emerges:

Angus and Navin: Foundational and tradition-focused ownership,1.
emphasizing baseball fundamentals.

Briggs Family: Industrialist approach prioritizing business operations2.
but with notable social conservatism that affected team policy.

Tom Monaghan: Marketing and brand-centric ownership with an eye to3.
modernization but limited tenure.

Ilitch Family: Long-term, community-focused leadership balancing4.
business success with Detroit pride.

This progression underscores how ownership philosophy directly influences a
franchise’s competitive and cultural standing.

The Detroit Tigers owner history not only chronicles a series of transactions
and leadership changes but also mirrors broader societal shifts and the
evolving business of professional sports. Through ups and downs, the
franchise’s owners have each left an indelible mark on the team’s legacy,
contributing to the rich tapestry of Detroit baseball.



Detroit Tigers Owner History

  detroit tigers owner history: The 50 Greatest Players in Detroit Tigers History Robert W.
Cohen, 2015-10-01 This book carefully examines the careers of the fifty men who made the greatest
impact on one of the most successful franchises in the history of professional sports. Features of The
50 Greatest Players in Detroit Tigers History include quotes from opposing players and former
teammates, summaries of each player’s best season, recaps of their most memorable performances,
and listings of their notable achievements.
  detroit tigers owner history: Detroit Tigers Lists and More Mark Pattison, David Raglin, 2002
A wide-ranging compilation of facts, statistics, stories, and entertaining speculation, this book will
surprise even the most avid fan of the Detroit Tigers. Published in the wake of the Tigers' American
League centennial, it pays tribute to the team of Ty Cobb, Al Kaline, and Hank Greenberg, to name
but a few of Detroit's Baseball Hall of Famers. Here two longtime Tigers experts—journalist Mark
Pattison and statistician David Raglin—have distilled a hundred-plus years of Detroit baseball history
into more than four hundred lists. In this entertaining and fascinating collection, readers will find
information not available elsewhere, such as the starting eight Mayo Smith used for all seven games
of the 1968 World Series, or the 1987 Showdown Series where the Tigers and the Toronto Blue Jays
battled for the AL East pennant. Inside this book, writes Dale Petroskey, is the stuff that young
baseball fans grew up on, and the stuff that older baseball fans get to relive their youth with.
  detroit tigers owner history: A History of Detroit's Palmer Park Gregory C. Piazza , 2015
Palmer Park is Detroit's underappreciated architectural jewel. Located around the intersection of
McNichols Road (Six Mile) and Woodward Avenue, it embraces every style of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. United States senator Thomas Palmer originally developed the property as
farmland and donated it to the city in the 1890s. Between 1924 and 1964, its character changed with
some of the best examples of modern apartment living from top local architects, including one of just
five buildings credited to the world-renowned Albert Kahn. Author Gregory C. Piazza showcases the
exceptional story of building Palmer Park.
  detroit tigers owner history: Local History of Detroit and Wayne County George Byron Catlin,
1928
  detroit tigers owner history: The Detroit Tigers William Martin Anderson, 2008 Fourth edition
of the popular comprehensive history on Detroit Tigers baseball.
  detroit tigers owner history: The Detroit Tigers Encyclopedia Jim Hawkins, Dan Ewald,
George Van Dusen, 2003
  detroit tigers owner history: History of U.S. Television Lawrence H. Rogers, 2000-07
  detroit tigers owner history: The History of the Detroit Tigers Richard Rambeck, 1998-08 A
team history of the Detroit Tigers, who gave us Ty Cobb, Al Kaline, and nearly a century of
memories.
  detroit tigers owner history: Sports Media History John Carvalho, 2020-10-27 This research
collection explores the ongoing interaction between sports, media, and society throughout important
periods in history, from the nineteenth century to the present day. It examines both historical
moments and broader trends in sports, with an emphasis on the media’s role. Encompassing a
variety of research approaches and perspectives, the book looks at the individuals, mass media
outlets and communication technologies that have affected societies on a global scale, including
print, photography, broadcast (radio and television), Internet-based media, and public
relations/marketing. It presents fascinating new case studies covering topics as diverse as sports
journalism and the Third Reich, Argentina at the Mexico World Cup, post-9/11 sports reporting,
Martina Navratilova and women’s tennis, the growth of fantasy sport, and the significance of Joe
Louis and Jackie Robinson in the history of US sports reporting. This is essential reading for any
researcher, student or media professional with an interest in the relationships between sports,
culture, and society or in the history of media, culture, or technology.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/detroit-tigers-owner-history.pdf


  detroit tigers owner history: 100 Baseball Legends Who Shaped Sports History Russell
Roberts, 2003-08-01 Learn all about the amazing lives and careers of 100 of the greatest baseball
players of all time with this fact-filled biography collection for kids. Educational and engaging, 100
Baseball Legends Who Shaped Sports History features: Simple, easy-to-read, and freshly updated
text Illustrated portraits of each player Fascinating facts and stats A timeline, trivia questions,
project ideas and more! From Cy Young to Lou Gherig, Jackie Robinison to Hank Aaron, George
Brett to Derek Jeter and many more, readers will be introduced to the lives and feats of the greatest
athletes ever to play baseball. Organized chronologically, 100 Baseball Legends Who Shaped Sports
History offers a look at the amazing talent and skill of these players and how their accomplishments
and careers have influenced the sport from its very beginnings all the way through the present day.
  detroit tigers owner history: The Detroit Tigers William M. Anderson, 2016-01-05 Containing
over 440 photographs, three- fourths of which arenew images, The Detroit Tigers captures the
traditions of baseball and fuses them with the memories of a beloved team.
  detroit tigers owner history: Team First Lloyd H. H. Barrow, 2018-12-11 The year 2017 is a
special year, the seventieth anniversary of the Brooklyn Dodgers' Jackie Robinson integrating
modern baseball. Robinson's successes and challenges have been documented by baseball and civil
rights historians. This three-part book presents the chronological history of baseball integration
along with the major civil rights events of the 1940s and 1950s. Team First focuses upon each of the
sixteen Major League teams and players (with life stories) who were the first to integrate each team.
Some individuals were players of the Negro League, Hall of Famers, and World Series players and
others whose notable contribution was only being the first to integrate. Information about owners,
general managers, and managers influenced teams' orientation about integration. Rates of
integration varied by team. The final three teams to integrate happened ten years after Robinson
won the 1947 Rookie of the Year Award. Find out how your favorite team approached integration.
How did your team compare to other National League and American League teams? How was your
favorite team influenced by early civil rights events?
  detroit tigers owner history: The Greatest Minor League Dennis Snelling, 2019-02-06 In 1903,
a small league in California defied Organized Baseball by adding teams in Portland and Seattle to
become the strongest minor league of the twentieth century. Calling itself the Pacific Coast League,
this outlaw association frequently outdrew its major league counterparts and continued to challenge
the authority of Organized Baseball until the majors expanded into California in 1958. The Pacific
Coast League introduced the world to Joe, Vince and Dom DiMaggio, Paul and Lloyd Waner, Ted
Williams, Tony Lazzeri, Lefty O’Doul, Mickey Cochrane, Bobby Doerr, and many other baseball stars,
all of whom originally signed with PCL teams. This thorough history of the Pacific Coast League
chronicles its foremost personalities, governance, and contentious relationship with the majors,
proving that the history of the game involves far more than the happenings in the American and
National leagues.
  detroit tigers owner history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started Somethin'
R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it all? R. D.
Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of American
Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  detroit tigers owner history: The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History
Robert W. Cohen, 2012-03-09 The New York Yankees are Major League Baseball’s most renowned
and successful franchise. Baseball greats such as Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, and Derek Jeter have
all worn the famous navy blue and white pinstripes. The Yankees have won twenty-seven World
Series, and twenty-nine players who spent at least a year with the team have been inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame. With so many Hall of Famers to choose from, selecting the best players in the
history of the franchise might seem impossible; yet, that is exactly what Robert W. Cohen has done.



This book carefully examines the careers of the players who made the greatest impact on the most
successful franchise in the history of professional sports. The ranking was determined based on such
factors as the extent to which each player added to the Yankees legacy, the degree to which he
impacted the fortunes of his team, and the level of dominance he attained while wearing the Yankee
uniform. Features of The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History include Each player’s
notable achievementsRecaps of the player’s most memorable performancesSummaries of each
player’s best seasonQuotes from opposing players and former teammates Yankees fans and baseball
fans in general will find The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History a fascinating
collection of bios, stats, recaps, quotes, and more. And with such iconic figures as Yogi Berra, Lou
Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Alex Rodriguez, and Andy Pettitte, this book is sure to inspire debate and
controversy among true Yankees fans.
  detroit tigers owner history: National League History Lyn Christian, 2023-02-23 This is an
interesting material for an avid sports fan. This book discusses about the different Baseball,
Basketball, Hockey, Football and Soccer teams. Data showing championships and corresponding
year is also presented in this book. Sit back, read and enjoy!
  detroit tigers owner history: Whiskey Makers in Washington, D.C.: A Pre-Prohibition
History Troy Hughes, 2023 Men are divided into three classes. There are men who love their liquor,
men who sell liquor, and politicians who are on both sides of the question. Before Prohibition, a
number of liquor merchants operated in the District of Columbia. This was a time when intoxicating
beverages were at the forefront of the national conversation and the District, being subject only to
laws passed by Congress, served as a testing ground for regulation. Learn the stories of the Poison
Squad, Lemonade Lucy, the Sons of Temperance, and the sad tale of Senators baseball star Ed
Delahanty. On the political front, read a blow-by-blow account of the decade long whiskey war,
which involved every branch of the federal government as it sought to answer the question, What is
whiskey? Local author and whiskey producer Troy Hughes provides a glimpse into Washington
whiskey culture and the businesses of producers at the turn of the twentieth century.
  detroit tigers owner history: The Team-By-Team Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball
Dennis Purdy, 2006-08-01 Baseball historian, Dennis Purdy, performs the feat of marrying statistics,
scholarship, biography, trivia, and anecdote to create a massively pleasurable work.
  detroit tigers owner history: Baseball: An Illustrated History , 200?
  detroit tigers owner history: Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball Clubs Steven Riess,
2006-06-30 From exploits on the field, to machinations in the front office, to data on the cities where
they play, the Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball Clubs presents the team history of each of the
30 MLB teams. Intelligent, in-depth essays provide social and economic histories of each club that
go beyond the recounting of team glories or failures year by year. Team origins, annual campaigns,
and players and managers all figure into the story, but so do owners, financiers, politicians,
neighborhoods and fans. Teams are also looked at as business enterprises, with special attention
given to labor issues like the reserve clause and free agency, as well as stadium construction and
financing. Social and political issues are covered as well, including racism and integration, ethnic
makeup of fans and players, gambling, liquor sales, and Sunday play. National events, like World
War I, World War II, the Great Depression and the Cold War, and their impact on the national
pastime, are also brought into the picture where they are relevant. Media coverage and
broadcasting rights are discussed, as is the great influence the flood of media money has had on the
sport. As America's sport, baseball reflects not just our ideas and beliefs about competition, it also
reflects our national and regional identities. Readers will be able to find useful information about:
important players, managers, owners; community relations/charity work; business and labor issues
(television income, free agency); race relations; baseball/sports economics (including stadium
construction, team relocations; and teams in local and national culture (Fenway Park, Wrigley Field
as local icons, Yankees as a national team). Every essay is signed, and concludes with suggested
readings and a bibliography. The work is illustrated, has a comprehensive bibliography, and is
thoroughly indexed.
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