detroit lions playoff history

Detroit Lions Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Challenges

detroit lions playoff history is a fascinating story of resilience, passion, and moments of glory
mixed with long droughts and rebuilding phases. As one of the oldest franchises in the National
Football League (NFL), the Lions have a rich legacy that reflects the highs and lows of professional
football. Exploring their playoff appearances, memorable games, and pivotal seasons provides a deep
understanding of how this team has evolved over the decades.

The Early Years: Establishing a Legacy in the Playoffs

The Detroit Lions were founded in 1930 (originally as the Portsmouth Spartans before relocating to
Detroit in 1934), and it didn't take long for them to make their mark in the postseason. The early
years of the Lions' playoff history are notable for several championship victories during the pre-Super
Bowl era.

Dominance in the 1950s

The 1950s represent the golden era of Detroit Lions playoff success. Between 1952 and 1957, the
Lions captured three NFL Championships, a feat that still stands as a highlight of their franchise
history. Key players like Bobby Layne, Doak Walker, and Joe Schmidt were instrumental in these
victories. This period saw the Lions as perennial playoff contenders and champions, showcasing a
powerful offense coupled with a staunch defense.

- ¥*¥1952 NFL Championship:** The Lions defeated the Cleveland Browns 17-7, securing their first
championship since moving to Detroit.

- **¥1953 NFL Championship:** They successfully defended their title, again besting the Browns in a
thrilling 17-16 victory.

- **¥1957 NFL Championship:** The Lions won their last league championship to date, defeating the
Browns 59-14 in a dominant performance.

These early playoff successes set a high bar for the franchise and created a passionate fan base
eager for future triumphs.

The Long Playoff Drought: Challenges and Near Misses

Following their mid-century success, the Lions encountered a prolonged period where playoff
appearances became rare and victories even rarer. This stretch of time is a significant part of the
Detroit Lions playoff history, often characterized by rebuilding efforts, coaching changes, and roster
overhauls.



The 1970s and 1980s: Struggling to Break Through

During the 1970s and 1980s, the Lions made the playoffs sporadically but failed to advance deep into
the postseason. The team was frequently overshadowed by stronger franchises in the NFC Central
division, such as the Minnesota Vikings and Chicago Bears.

- The Lions qualified for the playoffs in 1970, 1982, 1983, and 1987 but were eliminated early each
time.

- Despite talented players like Billy Sims and Barry Sanders emerging during this period, the team
struggled to convert individual brilliance into playoff success.

Barry Sanders Era: A Glimmer of Hope

Barry Sanders, one of the greatest running backs in NFL history, played for the Lions from 1989 to
1998. While Sanders dazzled fans with his electrifying runs and amassed numerous records, the Lions'
overall playoff success remained limited.

- The Lions made the playoffs in 1991, 1993, 1994, and 1995.
- Their most notable playoff moment during Sanders' tenure was the 1991 season, where they won a
wild card game against the Dallas Cowboys but lost in the divisional round.

Even with Sanders' extraordinary talent, the Lions were unable to reach the NFC Championship or
Super Bowl, underscoring the team’s ongoing struggle in the postseason.

Modern Era: Attempts at Revival and Recent Playoff
Runs

The Detroit Lions playoff history in the 2000s and 2010s reflects a team striving to regain relevance in
a highly competitive NFL landscape. While playoff appearances have been somewhat more frequent,
sustained success has been elusive.

The 2011 Season: A Breakthrough Year

The 2011 season stands out as a memorable point in recent Lions playoff history. Under head coach
Jim Schwartz, Detroit clinched the NFC North division title and earned a home playoff game for the
first time since 1993.

- The Lions defeated the New Orleans Saints 45-28 in the Wild Card round, marking their first playoff
win in nearly two decades.
- Unfortunately, their run was cut short with a loss to the San Francisco 49ers in the Divisional Round.

This playoff victory gave fans hope that the Lions could build a competitive roster capable of
postseason success.



Playoff Appearances in the Late 2010s and Early 2020s

The Lions made sporadic playoff appearances in this period but have yet to advance past the Wild
Card round:

- 2014: The Lions qualified for the playoffs but lost in the Wild Card game to the Dallas Cowboys.

- 2016: Another playoff berth ended in a Wild Card loss to the Seattle Seahawks.

- 2020s: The team has been in a rebuilding phase with changes in coaching and management aiming
to return to consistent playoff contention.

Key Players and Coaches Shaping Detroit Lions Playoff
History

Throughout their playoff history, several individuals have left an indelible mark on the franchise’s
postseason journey.

Legendary Players

- **Bobby Layne:** The quarterback during the 1950s championship runs, known for leadership and
clutch performances.

- **Barry Sanders:** A Hall of Fame running back whose agility and vision made him one of the best in
NFL history.

- ¥*Calvin Johnson:** Also known as "Megatron," Johnson was a dominant wide receiver in the early
2010s, helping the Lions reach the playoffs.

Influential Coaches

- ¥*George Wilson:** Head coach during the 1950s championship years.

- ¥¥im Schwartz:** Led the team during the 2011 playoff breakthrough.

- *Matt Patricia:** Despite mixed results, Patricia’s tenure reflected the organization’s attempt to
build a stronger playoff contender.

Understanding the Detroit Lions Playoff Challenges

Delving into the franchise’s postseason struggles reveals several factors that have influenced their
inconsistent playoff success.

» Strong Division Rivals: Competing in the NFC North, the Lions have faced tough rivals like
the Green Bay Packers and Chicago Bears, making division titles and playoff spots highly
contested.



e Coaching Instability: Frequent changes in coaching staff have sometimes led to inconsistent
strategies and team dynamics.

¢ Injuries and Roster Depth: Injuries to key players during critical times have hampered
playoff runs.

* Front Office Decisions: Draft choices and free agency moves have not always aligned with
building a balanced, championship-caliber team.

Recognizing these challenges is essential for Lions fans hopeful for future playoff breakthroughs.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Detroit Lions in the
Playoffs

With a new generation of talent and a focus on rebuilding a strong team culture, the Detroit Lions are
actively working to change the narrative surrounding their playoff history. Investments in young
players, strong draft picks, and strategic coaching hires aim to position the franchise as a perennial
playoff contender.

The passion of the Detroit fan base remains a driving force behind the team’s determination. As the
Lions continue to develop their roster and refine their game plans, the hope for deep playoff runs and,
eventually, a Super Bowl appearance remains alive.

Exploring the Detroit Lions playoff history offers both a celebration of past glories and an
understanding of the hurdles that still stand in the way. For football enthusiasts and Lions supporters
alike, this journey is a testament to the enduring spirit of a team that keeps fighting for postseason
success.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times have the Detroit Lions made the NFL
playoffs?

The Detroit Lions have made the NFL playoffs 17 times as of the 2023 season.

When was the last time the Detroit Lions won a playoff game?

The last time the Detroit Lions won a playoff game was on January 5, 1992, against the Dallas
Cowboys.

Have the Detroit Lions ever appeared in an NFL Championship



game?
Yes, the Detroit Lions have appeared in the NFL Championship game four times, winning in 1935,
1952, 1953, and 1957.

What is the Detroit Lions' all-time playoff record?

The Detroit Lions' all-time playoff record is 7 wins and 13 losses.

When did the Detroit Lions last make the playoffs?

The Detroit Lions last made the playoffs in the 2016 NFL season.

Have the Detroit Lions ever reached the Super Bowl?

No, the Detroit Lions have never reached the Super Bowl.

Who was the head coach during the Lions' last playoff victory?

Wayne Fontes was the head coach during the Lions' last playoff victory in 1992.

What has been the biggest playoff win margin for the Detroit
Lions?

The Detroit Lions' biggest playoff win margin was a 41-10 victory over the Dallas Cowboys in the 1991
Divisional Round.

How many playoff games have the Detroit Lions won at home?

The Detroit Lions have won 5 playoff games at home throughout their history.

What challenges have the Detroit Lions faced in their recent
playoff appearances?

In recent playoff appearances, the Detroit Lions have struggled with inconsistent offense and defense,
which has prevented them from advancing beyond the Wild Card round.

Additional Resources
Detroit Lions Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Challenges

detroit lions playoff history reflects a complex tapestry of moments marked by fleeting successes,
enduring droughts, and a passionate fan base yearning for postseason glory. As one of the NFL's
oldest franchises, the Lions have experienced cycles of competitiveness intertwined with periods of
struggle, creating a narrative rich with lessons on resilience and the evolving nature of professional
football.



Early Success and Mid-Century Dominance

The Detroit Lions’ playoff history traces back to the mid-20th century, a period that remains the most
successful era in franchise history. Founded in 1930 (originally as the Portsmouth Spartans), the Lions
relocated to Detroit in 1934 and quickly became a formidable force. Their golden age spanned the
1950s, during which the team secured multiple NFL championships—an achievement that sets them
apart from many other teams of their era.

Championship Titles in the 1950s

The Lions captured NFL titles in 1952, 1953, and 1957, a testament to their dominance in the pre-
Super Bowl era. Key figures such as quarterback Bobby Layne and Hall of Fame running back Doak
Walker spearheaded these victories, combining strategic offensive play with disciplined defense. The
1957 championship, in particular, holds a special place in Detroit Lions playoff history, as it was their
last NFL title before the Super Bowl era began.

Playoff Appearances and Performance

During this period, the Lions consistently qualified for the postseason, making playoff appearances in
six out of seven seasons from 1952 to 1958. Their ability to perform under pressure distinguished
them from many contemporaries. However, the landscape of the NFL transformed significantly in the
following decades, and the Lions struggled to maintain such consistency.

The Playoff Drought and Modern Challenges

Following the 1957 championship, the Lions entered a prolonged period of playoff scarcity, a defining
characteristic of their recent history. The franchise’s inability to advance deep into the postseason
has become a focal point for analysts and fans alike, highlighting issues related to management,
player development, and coaching stability.

1970s to 1990s: Sporadic Success

Between the 1970s and 1990s, the Lions experienced intermittent playoff appearances but failed to
make significant postseason runs. Notable playoff berths occurred in 1970, 1982, 1983, and 1991, yet
the team often exited in the early rounds. These years were marked by talented players like Barry
Sanders, one of the greatest running backs in NFL history, whose individual brilliance couldn’t always
translate into playoff victories.

The Barry Sanders Era and Playoff Outcomes



Barry Sanders’ tenure from 1989 to 1998 is a highlight within Detroit Lions playoff history. Despite
Sanders’ electrifying performances, the Lions’ playoff record remained modest. They reached the
divisional round multiple times but were unable to secure a Super Bowl appearance. Sanders’
retirement in 1999 marked the end of an era and left the franchise searching for a new identity.

The 21st Century: Attempts to Rebuild and Return

The new millennium brought a mix of hope and frustration for the Detroit Lions. The franchise’s
playoff history during this period is characterized by efforts to rebuild and recapture past glories,
often hindered by inconsistency and organizational challenges.

2000s Resurgence and Playoff Appearances

The Lions enjoyed playoff appearances in 1999, 2011, and 2014, with the latter two seasons
representing the most promising campaigns of the 21st century. The 2011 playoff berth was
especially significant as it ended a nearly decade-long postseason drought. Under head coach Jim
Schwartz, the team showcased potential, but early exits underscored persistent playoff struggles.

2017 Season and Winless Campaign

A low point in Detroit Lions playoff history occurred in 2008 when the team infamously finished the
season 0-16, becoming the first NFL team to lose all regular-season games in a 16-game schedule.
This unprecedented failure underscored systemic issues within the franchise and highlighted the
challenges in building a competitive team.

Recent Playoff Performances

The Lions returned to the playoffs in 2016 and 2019 but were unable to advance past the wild card
rounds. These appearances, while positive signs, have yet to translate into sustained postseason
success. The franchise continues to seek the right combination of coaching, roster talent, and
organizational culture to break its playoff ceiling.

Comparative Analysis: Detroit Lions vs. Other NFL
Franchises

When examining Detroit Lions playoff history in the context of the broader NFL, certain contrasts
emerge. Compared to franchises like the New England Patriots or Pittsburgh Steelers, known for their
consistent playoff presence and Super Bowl victories, the Lions’ postseason record reveals a
significant gap.



* Playoff Appearances: The Lions have appeared in the playoffs fewer times compared to many
other long-established NFL teams.

e Postseason Wins: Their number of playoff victories is limited, with long stretches without
wins.

e Championships: The last NFL championship came before the Super Bowl era, whereas other
franchises have amassed multiple Super Bowl titles.

This comparison highlights the challenges Detroit faces in terms of competitive consistency, roster
building, and adapting to the evolving demands of the modern NFL.

Key Factors Influencing Detroit Lions Playoff Outcomes

Several elements have shaped the trajectory of Detroit Lions playoff history, influencing both their
periods of success and prolonged struggles.

Management and Ownership Stability

Ownership transitions and front-office decisions have played a crucial role in the franchise’s fortunes.
The long tenure of owner William Clay Ford Sr. provided continuity but also drew criticism for a
perceived lack of aggressive team-building strategies. Recent ownership under Martha Firestone Ford
and subsequent changes have aimed to inject new energy, yet translating this into playoff success
remains a work in progress.

Coaching and Player Development

Coaching turnover has been a recurring theme, impacting team consistency and player development.
While certain coaches have brought temporary improvements, the Lions have struggled to establish a
long-term coaching philosophy that consistently yields playoff victories. Drafting and nurturing talent
remains pivotal, especially as the NFL's competitive balance continues to shift.

Fan Base and Market Pressure

The passionate Detroit fan base, known for its loyalty despite hardships, exerts both support and
pressure on the team. The city’s rich sports culture demands playoff competitiveness, making the
Lions’ playoff history not just a record of wins and losses but a reflection of community identity and
pride.



Looking Ahead: Prospects for Future Playoff Success

The Detroit Lions’ playoff history is a narrative still unfolding. Recent draft picks, coaching hires, and
strategic investments indicate a franchise seeking to rewrite its postseason script. With emerging
young talent and a renewed organizational vision, the Lions have opportunities to build a foundation
that could lead to more frequent playoff appearances and deeper runs.

While the shadow of past playoff struggles remains, the potential for resurgence is tangible. The

team’s ability to leverage lessons from its historical playoff journey will be critical in shaping a more
successful future in the highly competitive NFL landscape.

Detroit Lions Playoff History

detroit lions playoff history: Detroit Lions Matt Tustison, 2013-08-01 Get your football fanatic
readers into the action. Inside the NFL uses chronological narratives to tell the beginnings of the
Detroit Lions, relate the greatest and lowest moments of the team, introduce the best players and
coaches, and share other fun facts that help round out Lions' history. Mini-biographies, sidebars, fun
facts, fantastic quotes, and full-color, action-packed photographs will bring the NFL to your library.

detroit lions playoff history: Detroit Lions Charlie Beattie, 2025-08-01 This title introduces
football fans to the history of the Detroit Lions franchise. The book features exciting photos,
informative sidebars, a timeline, a map of NFL teams, a glossary, and an index. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Abdo & Daughters is an imprint of Abdo
Publishing, a division of ABDO.

detroit lions playoff history: Detroit Lions Luke Hanlon, 2024-08-01 This book offers an
exciting look at the Detroit Lions, from the legends of the past to the superstars of today. Short
paragraphs provide easy-to-read text, while vivid photographs make the book engaging and
accessible.

detroit lions playoff history: Encyclopedia of Sports Management and Marketing Linda E.
Swayne, Mark Dodds, 2011-08-08 This four-volume set introduces, on the management side,
principles and procedures of economics, budgeting and finance; leadership; governance;
communication; business law and ethics; and human resources practices; all in the sports context.
On the marketing side this reference resource explores two broad streams: marketing of sport and
of sport-related products (promoting a particular team or selling team- and sport-related
merchandise, for example), and using sports as a platform for marketing non-sports products, such
as celebrity endorsements of a particular brand of watch or the corporate sponsorship of a tennis
tournament. Together, these four volumes offer a comprehensive and authoritative overview of the
state of sports management and marketing today, providing an invaluable print or online resource
for student researchers.

detroit lions playoff history: The Eagles Encyclopedia Ray Didinger, Robert S. Lyons,
2018-10-17 An updated edition of the best-selling book The Eagles Encyclopedia celebrating the
Super Bowl Champions, the E-A-G-L-E-S!

detroit lions playoff history: Detroit Lions Richard Rambeck, 1991 This book tells of the
history, players, ownership, records, outstanding games and future of the Detroit Lions of the
National Football League.

detroit lions playoff history: The Detroit Lions Bob Italia, 1996 Describes the history and
key players of one of the few NFL teams that have never played in the Super Bowl.

detroit lions playoff history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/detroit-lions-playoff-history.pdf

Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has
it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

detroit lions playoff history: Big Book of WHO Rising Stars Sports Illustrated Kids,
2025-08-19 Big Book of WHO is a book your young sports fans will return to again and again!
Today's modern sports superstars have proven again and again that you're never too young to make
a mark or change the game. With Big Book of WHO: Rising Stars, get to know the new generation of
young athletes who are dominating on the gridiron, soccer pitch, ice rink, basketball court, and
beyond. Featuring the latest action photography and the most current information about top young
athletes across a range of sports, this Sports Illustrated Kids reference book is written in a fun and
easy-to-navigate question and answer format. Athlete profiles, facts, and stats are organized into five
comprehensive categories: Trend Setters, Next Gen, Phenoms, Trail Blazers, and Record Breakers.
This fun collection of questions and answers will have kids stumping their friends and adult sports
fans with their expert knowledge of young superstars around the world.

detroit lions playoff history: The Most Memorable Games in Patriots History Bernard M.
Corbett, Jim Baker, 2012-08-07 Recounts memorable moments from the team's history, in a work
that provides detailed accounts of the featured events and interviews with players, coaches,
executives, and even the team's substitute groundskeeper.

detroit lions playoff history: Football Super Stats Jeff Savage, 2017-08-01 The National
Football League (NFL) has some of the most passionate sports fans, and they love to study the
game's statistics. This book is packed full of stats, from touchdowns to tackles to Super Bowl
victories. Read about how fans use statistics to tell football's stories, and the ways players use
numbers to help make sense of the game.

detroit lions playoff history: The United States Football League, 1982-1986 Paul Reeths,
2017-04-17 One of the most ambitious (and short-lived) endeavors in professional sports history, the
United States Football League was founded in 1982. Premiering with a spring schedule and an
abundance of talent that included top rookies and National Football League veterans, the USFL
gained national attention with broadcast and cable television contracts, controversial player
signings, ownership battles and an unsuccessful billion-dollar lawsuit against the NFL. The USFL
folded after four years yet represented the last major challenge to America's big four sports
leagues--the NFL, the National Basketball Association, the National Hockey League and Major
League Baseball. Based upon extensive research and interviews with owners, coaches, players and
administrators, this book chronicles the league's formation, its three seasons of play and its
long-term effects on pro sports.

detroit lions playoff history: The Redskins Encyclopedia Michael Richman, 2009-08-21 Hail to
the Redskins and Redskin-mania have consumed the nation's capital since 1937, the Redskins' fist
year in Washington. And the fervor remains as strong, if not stronger, today. Amply illustrated with
200 photos of players, coaches, and fans, The Redskins Encyclopedia recounts the franchise's first
75 seasons, reliving the great -- and not so great -- moments in the team's storied history, and the
men who helped make Sundays memorable. Fans will read about: --Coaches like George Allen, the
eccentric, passionate man who left a legacy as an NFL pioneer, and Joe Gibbs, who formed a
D-Y-N-A-S-T-Y --Players like star running back and all-time Redskins ground-gainer John Riggins,
who once told Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor to loosen up, Sandy baby, and Doug
Williams, the first black quarterback to win a Super Bowl and Super Bowl MVP honors --The
franchise's golden run of four Super Bowl appearances -- and three wins -- in the 1980s and early
1990s --The legendary Redskins-Cowboys rivalry --A year-by-year history of the team from 1932 to
the present, with stats from each season --Individual profiles of more than 100 Redskins players --
from Sammy Baugh to Darrell Green to Art Monk to Sonny Jurgensen to Charley Taylor to Joe




Theismann With an unparalleled collection of anecdotes, quotes, trivia, and hard-to-find information,
The Redskins Encyclopedia is a must-have book for any fan who has ever bled burgundy and gold.

detroit lions playoff history: Pro Football by the Numbers Percy Leed, 2024-08-01 Who is the
greatest quarterback in football? Which team has the best season record? Learn the answers to
these questions and many more by exploring stats from the greatest football teams and players in
history.

detroit lions playoff history: 2008 NFL Record & Fact Book NFL, 2008-07-22 A must for
every football fan, this reference book is packed with the facts and figures of every team in the NFL,
including all-time records, team rosters and schedules, Super Bowl results, and more. Illustrated.

detroit lions playoff history: NFL Draft ,

detroit lions playoff history: Detroit Lions Facts and Trivia Marc Davis, 1996

detroit lions playoff history: The Packers Experience Lew Freedman, 2013-09-15 This
year-by-year look at every season of Green Bay Packers history offers a unique and in-depth
exploration of a beloved franchise, including feature articles on the team’s top players and moments.

detroit lions playoff history: Pass Receiving in Early Pro Football Jerry Roberts, 2016-01-14
Big television contracts in the 1960s created the Super Bowl, as well as the 1970 merger of the
National Football League with the pass-oriented American Football League. Since then, professional
football has been America's most popular televised team sport, developing into a wide-open passing
game by the 21st century. Handling the completion side of the aerial game, receivers are not often
as celebrated as quarterbacks or coaches, even in the era of San Francisco 49er Jerry Rice's
supremacy. This book provides a history of pro pass receiving and its influence on the game prior to
the televised era. The author studies pro football's formative and mid-20th century years,
highlighting the players who pulled pigskins from flight, like the legendary Don Hutson, Gibby
Welch, Johnny Blood, Ray Flaherty, Crazy Legs Hirsch, Mac Speedie, Choo Choo Roberts and many
others.

detroit lions playoff history: National Football League Strategies Frank P. Jozsa ]Jr.,
2014-06-12 This Brief identifies and contrasts the groups of expansion franchises and any teams that
relocated from one metropolitan area or city to another within the National Football League (NFL)
during three distinct periods from 1920 to 2013. It discusses historical differences and similarities
between the teams’ markets and performances before 1933 and then as members of the NFL'’s
divisions and conferences. It measures and compares the emergence, development and success of
the teams by analyzing demographic, economic and sport-specific data. It also discusses the NFL'’s
mergers with the All American Football Conference (1950) and American Football League (1970),
outlining the reasons for and consequences of these mergers as well as their significance for sports
fans and markets. The book makes an important, relevant and useful contribution to the literature
regarding professional sports operations and to the NFL’s short and long run business strategies in
American culture. Besides numerous sports fans within metropolitan areas and extended markets of
these NFL teams, the book’s audiences are sports historians and researchers, college and public
libraries and current and potential NFL franchise owners and team executives. The book may also be
used as a reference or supplemental text for college and university students enrolled in such applied
undergraduate and graduate courses and seminars as sports administration, sports business and
sports management.
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that dates back to 1930 when they started as the

Detroit Lions NFL playoff history: 5 greatest wins all-time Detroit Lions were beasts of the
West in 1950s, winning 3 NFL championships, but are 1-12 since 1957 in playoffs. Here are Lions 5
best playoff wins
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