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David Garland Punishment and Modern Society: Understanding the Intersection of Justice and Social
Order

david garland punishment and modern society is a topic that invites us to explore the complex
relationship between the ways societies administer justice and the evolving cultural, political, and
social landscapes that shape those methods. David Garland, a renowned sociologist and
criminologist, has profoundly influenced how we think about punishment—not just as a legal or
penal measure but as a social institution deeply embedded in modern society’s fabric. His work
challenges us to reconsider the purposes punishment serves beyond mere retribution or deterrence,
highlighting its roles in governance, social control, and identity formation.

In this article, we will delve into Garland’s key ideas about punishment, examine how they apply to
contemporary society, and reflect on the broader implications for criminal justice systems
worldwide. Whether you're a student of sociology, a professional in criminal justice, or simply
curious about how punishment functions today, this exploration offers valuable insights into the
intersection of law, society, and human behavior.

David Garland’s Perspective on Punishment

David Garland’s scholarship centers on the notion that punishment is not just a straightforward
response to crime but a reflection of broader societal values and anxieties. His seminal work,
particularly the book *Punishment and Modern Society: A Study in Social Theory*, argues that
punishment must be understood within its social context, shaped by historical shifts and cultural
norms.

The Social Control Function of Punishment

Garland emphasizes that punishment serves as a mechanism of social control, helping to maintain
order and stability within a society. It is less about individual criminals and more about reinforcing
collective norms and boundaries. In modern societies, where social cohesion is often fragile and
diverse, punishment becomes a tool to reaffirm shared values and deter behaviors that threaten
social harmony.

From Classical to Modern Punishment

Historically, punishment shifted from public, physical displays of retribution to more regulated and
bureaucratic forms. Garland outlines this transformation, noting how modern punishment is
characterized by its institutionalization and its ties to state power. The emergence of the prison
system, parole boards, and rehabilitative programs reflects an attempt to rationalize and humanize



punishment while still exercising control.

Modern Society and the Evolution of Punishment

Understanding Garland’s analysis requires looking at how modern societies have evolved and how
these changes impact the nature of punishment. The rise of individual rights, democratic
governance, and mass media all play significant roles in shaping contemporary penal practices.

The Role of Risk Management and Security

One of Garland’s key contributions is highlighting the "culture of control" that permeates modern
societies, where punishment is increasingly framed around managing risk and ensuring security.
This shift reflects societal fears about crime and disorder, leading to policies that emphasize
surveillance, incarceration, and preventive measures.

Mass Incarceration and Social Inequality

Modern societies, particularly in countries like the United States, have witnessed unprecedented
levels of incarceration. Garland’s insights help us understand this phenomenon not just as a legal
issue but as a social and political one. Punishment disproportionately affects marginalized
communities, raising critical questions about fairness, justice, and the role of the penal system in
perpetuating social inequalities.

David Garland Punishment and Modern Society:
Implications for Criminal Justice

Garland’s work encourages policymakers, practitioners, and citizens to rethink punishment beyond
traditional frameworks. His ideas have practical implications for how societies design criminal
justice policies and address the challenges of crime and punishment.

Balancing Punishment and Rehabilitation

One of the ongoing debates in modern criminal justice is finding the right balance between punitive
measures and rehabilitative efforts. Garland’s analysis suggests that while punishment is necessary
for social order, it must be coupled with meaningful opportunities for offenders to reintegrate into
society. This balance is crucial to reducing recidivism and promoting social harmony.



Transparency and Public Engagement

Garland also underscores the importance of transparency and democratic oversight in punishment
systems. Since punishment reflects societal values, public engagement and scrutiny are vital to
ensure that penal policies align with contemporary ethical standards and human rights.

The Broader Cultural Significance of Punishment

Punishment, according to Garland, is not just a legal act but a cultural phenomenon that shapes and
is shaped by societal narratives. How societies talk about crime and punishment reveals much about
their collective identity and values.

Media Representation and Public Perception

The media plays a crucial role in shaping public attitudes toward punishment. Sensationalized
reporting on crime can fuel fears and lead to calls for harsher penalties, while more nuanced
portrayals may promote empathy and reform. Garland’s framework helps us critically analyze these
dynamics and their impact on policy.

Punishment as a Reflection of Social Anxiety

Garland argues that punishment often expresses deeper social anxieties—about race, class, security,
and morality. Understanding these underlying fears can help societies address root causes of crime
rather than merely reacting to symptoms.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Punishment in Modern
Society
As societies continue to evolve, so too will the nature of punishment. Emerging technologies, shifting

political climates, and changing social values all influence how punishment is administered and
perceived.

Technological Advances and Penal Reform

From electronic monitoring to data-driven risk assessments, technology is reshaping the criminal
justice landscape. Garland’s insights remind us to consider the ethical and social implications of
these tools, ensuring they enhance fairness rather than deepen inequalities.



Global Perspectives on Punishment

While Garland’s work primarily focuses on Western societies, its principles are increasingly relevant
globally. As countries grapple with crime and justice in diverse contexts, understanding the social
functions of punishment can inform more effective and humane policies.

Exploring david garland punishment and modern society reveals a rich tapestry of ideas that connect
legal practices with social realities. His work challenges us to look beyond the surface of punishment
and examine its deeper roles in shaping and reflecting the societies we live in. By engaging with

these concepts, we gain a more comprehensive understanding of justice and its place in modern life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Garland and what is his contribution to the study
of punishment in modern society?

David Garland is a renowned sociologist and criminologist known for his influential work on the
history and sociology of punishment and criminal justice. He has contributed significantly to
understanding how punishment functions within modern societies and its relationship to social
control, politics, and culture.

What does David Garland mean by 'the culture of control' in
modern society?

In his book 'The Culture of Control,' David Garland argues that modern societies have shifted
towards more punitive and managerial approaches to crime control, emphasizing risk management,
surveillance, and harsh punishment as responses to crime, reflecting broader social anxieties and
political changes.

How does David Garland explain the rise of mass incarceration
in modern societies?

David Garland explains the rise of mass incarceration as a consequence of political, social, and
economic changes that have led to more punitive criminal justice policies. He links this trend to the
culture of control, where fear of crime and demands for security result in harsher sentencing and
expanded prison populations.

What role does David Garland attribute to social and political
factors in shaping punishment policies?

Garland highlights that punishment policies are not solely responses to crime rates but are deeply
influenced by social anxieties, political ideologies, and the need for governments to demonstrate
control and order, which shapes how societies punish offenders.



How has David Garland’s work influenced contemporary
debates on criminal justice reform?

David Garland’s work has provided a critical framework for understanding the complexities of
punishment beyond simplistic crime control. His analysis encourages policymakers and scholars to
consider cultural, political, and social dimensions when advocating for criminal justice reform.

What criticisms have been made regarding David Garland’s
perspective on punishment in modern society?

Some critics argue that Garland’s focus on the culture of control may underemphasize the role of
economic inequality and systemic racism in shaping punishment. Others suggest that his analysis is
more descriptive than prescriptive, offering limited solutions to reform.

How does David Garland’s analysis address the relationship
between punishment and social inequality?

While Garland acknowledges that punishment can reinforce social inequalities, his primary focus is
on how broader cultural and political factors drive punitive policies. He suggests that punishment
often reflects and exacerbates existing social divisions, affecting marginalized groups
disproportionately.

Additional Resources
David Garland Punishment and Modern Society: An In-Depth Exploration

david garland punishment and modern society is a critical phrase that encapsulates one of the
most significant conversations in contemporary criminology and legal studies. David Garland, a
renowned sociologist and legal scholar, has profoundly influenced how punishment is conceptualized
within modern social frameworks. His extensive work dissects the complex relationship between
penal policies, societal values, and the cultural implications of punishment in contemporary times.
This article delves into Garland'’s theories and their relevance, providing an analytical overview of
how punishment functions in modern society, reflecting on its evolution, challenges, and
implications for justice systems worldwide.

The Sociological Perspective of David Garland on
Punishment

David Garland’s scholarship primarily focuses on the sociology of punishment and its entanglement
with state power and social control. His seminal work, "The Culture of Control" (2001), argues that
modern societies have witnessed a significant transformation in how crime and punishment are
managed, moving from rehabilitative ideals towards more punitive, risk-averse social policies.

Garland situates punishment within a broader cultural and political context, emphasizing that it is
not merely about penalizing wrongdoing but also about managing social anxieties and governing



populations. He suggests that contemporary punishment systems are deeply embedded in the
political economy and cultural fabric, reflecting societal fears about disorder, insecurity, and the
perceived erosion of social bonds.

The Shift from Rehabilitation to Control

One of the central themes in Garland’s analysis is the transition from the rehabilitative ideal
dominant in the mid-20th century to a culture of control that prioritizes containment, surveillance,
and risk management. This shift corresponds with broader neoliberal policy trends emphasizing
individual responsibility, market deregulation, and reduced welfare state provisions.

In modern societies, punishment has become a tool not only for deterrence but also for expressing
social boundaries and reinforcing community norms. Garland highlights how mass incarceration and
increased penal severity are responses to social anxieties rather than purely rational crime control
measures. This insight challenges policymakers to reconsider the assumptions underpinning punitive
approaches and to explore alternatives that address the root causes of crime.

David Garland’s Influence on Understanding Penal
Trends

Garland’s work has been instrumental in framing the "penal populism" phenomenon, where political
rhetoric and media narratives influence harsher sentencing laws, often disconnected from empirical
crime data. His critique underscores the dangers of reactive policies that prioritize symbolic
punishment over effective crime reduction.

Penal Populism and Its Societal Implications

Penal populism refers to the political strategy of appealing to public fears about crime by advocating
tough penalties and expanded incarceration. Garland argues that this trend undermines rational
policy debate and can lead to overcrowded prisons, increased social inequality, and diminished
rehabilitative efforts.

The societal consequences of penal populism include:

e Overrepresentation of marginalized groups in the criminal justice system
e Escalating costs of maintaining large prison populations

e Reduced emphasis on restorative justice and community-based alternatives

Garland’s analysis encourages a critical examination of how public opinion and political incentives
shape punishment, urging a balance between legitimate public safety concerns and sustainable,



humane penal practices.

Modern Society and the Cultural Dimensions of
Punishment

Beyond the structural and political aspects, David Garland punishment and modern society are
deeply intertwined through the cultural meanings attached to punishment. Garland explores how
punishment serves as a symbolic act that communicates societal messages about morality, justice,
and social order.

The Ritualistic Nature of Punishment

Garland conceptualizes punishment as a form of social ritual that reaffirms collective values. This
ritualistic function explains why societies often gravitate towards visible, tangible forms of
punishment, such as imprisonment, which visibly mark the offender’s social exclusion and reaffirm
community boundaries.

In modern societies, this symbolic role can sometimes overshadow the practical objectives of
punishment, such as rehabilitation or crime prevention. Garland’s insight prompts a reevaluation of
what societies expect from their penal systems and how these expectations shape penal policies.

Risk Management and the New Penology

A significant part of Garland’s argument addresses the emergence of the “new penology,”
characterized by risk assessment and actuarial justice. Instead of focusing on individual
rehabilitation, modern punishment systems increasingly rely on statistical models to manage
populations deemed risky.

This shift reflects broader societal trends towards governance through data and surveillance, raising
ethical questions about privacy, fairness, and the potential for reinforcing social inequalities.
Garland’s work thus provides a critical lens for understanding the interplay between technology,
governance, and punishment in contemporary societies.

Comparative Insights: Garland’s Analysis in Global
Context

While much of Garland’s work centers on Western societies, particularly the United States and the
United Kingdom, his theoretical framework offers valuable insights for understanding penal policies
worldwide. Countries with varying legal traditions and social structures also grapple with similar
dilemmas surrounding punishment’s role and effectiveness.



Mass Incarceration and Social Control

Garland’s emphasis on mass incarceration as a form of social control resonates globally, especially in
nations experiencing rapid urbanization, social stratification, and political instability. Comparative
studies reveal that punitive excess often correlates with social exclusion and economic
marginalization, suggesting that punishment is as much about managing social difference as it is
about addressing crime.

Emerging Alternatives and Reform Movements

In response to the critiques Garland advances, there is growing interest in restorative justice,
decarceration, and community-based interventions. These approaches seek to mitigate the social
harms caused by excessive punishment and to reintegrate offenders into society.

Countries experimenting with these alternatives often confront challenges related to public
perception, political will, and resource allocation. Garland’s analysis highlights the need for
comprehensive reform that aligns penal policies with broader social justice goals.

Implications for Policy and Future Directions

David Garland’s scholarship offers a nuanced understanding that challenges simplistic views of
punishment as merely a response to crime. His work underscores the importance of considering
cultural, political, and economic factors that shape penal systems. For policymakers, this means
recognizing the limitations of punitive approaches and exploring multidimensional strategies that
balance security with social equity.

Key Considerations for Modern Penal Policy

¢ Addressing Social Inequality: Tackling root causes of crime linked to poverty and exclusion
rather than solely focusing on punishment.

e Balancing Public Safety and Human Rights: Ensuring that measures to control crime do
not infringe upon fundamental rights and dignity.

e Integrating Evidence-Based Practices: Promoting rehabilitation and restorative justice
informed by empirical research.

¢ Engaging Communities: Involving local stakeholders in designing and implementing justice
initiatives.

Garland’s insights encourage a reflective and informed approach to punishment, one that situates



penal policies within the broader dynamics of modern society and governance.

David Garland punishment and modern society remains a pivotal area of study for academics,
policymakers, and practitioners seeking to understand and improve the ways societies respond to
crime. His work continues to inspire critical debate and innovative reforms aimed at creating more
just and effective criminal justice systems.

David Garland Punishment And Modern Society

david garland punishment and modern society: Punishment and Modern Society David
Garland, 1990 Arguing that penal institutions are social and cultural artefacts as well as techniques
of crime control, this book explores how penality interacts with a variety of social forces including
strategies of power, socio-economic structures and cultural sensibilities.

david garland punishment and modern society: The Culture of Control: Crime and Social
Order in Contemporary Society David Garland, 2001-03-29 The Culture of Control charts the
dramatic changes in crime control and criminal justice that have occurred in Britain and America
over the last 25 years. It explains these transformations by showing how the social organization of
late modern society has prompted a series of political and cultural adaptations that alter how
governments and citizens think and act in relation to crime. The book presents an original and
in-depth analysis of contemporary crime control, revealing its underlying logics and rationalities,
and identifying the social relations and cultural sensibilities that have produced this new culture of
control.

david garland punishment and modern society: The Rule of the Admirals Jerry Bannister,
Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History, 2003-01-01 Jerry Bannister's The Rule of the Admirals
examines governance in Newfoundland from the rule of the fishing admirals in 1699 to the
establishment of representative government in 1832. It offers the first in-depth account of the rise
and fall of the system of naval government that dominated the island for more than a century. In this
provocative look at legal culture in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Newfoundland, Bannister
explores three topics in detail: naval government in St. John's, surrogate courts in the outports, and
patterns in the administration of law. He challenges the conventional view that early Newfoundland
was a lawless frontier isolated from the rest of the Atlantic world, and argues that an effective
system of naval government emerged to meet the needs of those in power. An original and
perceptive work, Bannister's argument demands that we reconsider much of our knowledge of early
Newfoundland history. As he re-examines governance prior to an elected assembly and places his
analysis firmly within the material conditions of Newfoundland society, Bannister provides a
groundbreaking reinterpretation of a critical period in the island's colonial development. Ultimately,
The Rule of the Admirals sheds light on one of the most misunderstood chapters in Canadian and
British colonial history.

david garland punishment and modern society: The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and
Society Jonathan Simon, Richard Sparks, 2012-09-18 The project of interpreting contemporary
forms of punishment means exploring the social, political, economic, and historical conditions in the
society in which those forms arise. The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and Society draws together
this disparate and expansive field of punishment and society into one compelling new volume.
Headed by two of the leading scholars in the field, Jonathan Simon and Richard Sparks have crafted
a comprehensive and definitive resource that illuminates some of the key themes in this complex
area - from historical and prospective issues to penal trends and related contributions through
theory, literature and philosophy. Incorporating a stellar and international line-up of contributors
the book addresses issues such as: capital punishment, the civilising process, gender, diversity,
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inequality, power, human rights and neoliberalism. This engaging, vibrantly written collection will
be captivating reading for academics and researchers in criminology, penology, criminal justice,
sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and politics.

david garland punishment and modern society: A Global History of Execution and the
Criminal Corpse Richard Ward, 2015-09-27 Through studies of beheaded Irish traitors, smugglers
hung in chains on the English coast, suicides subjected to the surgeon's knife in Dresden and the
burial of executed Nazi war criminals, this volume provides a fresh perspective on the history of
capital punishment. The chapters 'Introduction: A Global History of Execution and the Criminal
Corpse' and 'The Gibbet in the Landscape: Locating the Criminal Corpse in Mid-Eighteenth-Century
England' are open access under a CC BY 4.0 license.

david garland punishment and modern society: Punishment and Culture Philip Smith,
2008-03-15 Philip Smith attacks the comfortable notion that punishment is about justice, reason and
law. Instead, he argues that punishment is an essentially irrational act founded in ritual as a means
to control evil without creating more of it in the process.

david garland punishment and modern society: The Culture of Punishment Michelle
Brown, 2009-10-15 America is the most punitive nation in the world, incarcerating more than 2.3
million people—or one in 136 of its residents. Against the backdrop of this unprecedented mass
imprisonment, punishment permeates everyday life, carrying with it complex cultural meanings. In
The Culture of Punishment, Michelle Brown goes beyond prison gates and into the routine and
popular engagements of everyday life, showing that those of us most distanced from the practice of
punishment tend to be particularly harsh in our judgments. The Culture of Punishment takes readers
on a tour of the sites where culture and punishment meet—television shows, movies, prison tourism,
and post 9/11 new war prisons—demonstrating that because incarceration affects people along
distinct race and class lines, it is only a privileged group of citizens who are removed from the
experience of incarceration. These penal spectators, who often sanction the infliction of pain from a
distance, risk overlooking the reasons for democratic oversight of the project of punishment and,
more broadly, justifications for the prohibition of pain.

david garland punishment and modern society: Penal Practice and Culture, 1500-1900
Paul Griffiths, Simon Devereaux, 2003-11-12 The English were punished in many different ways in
the five centuries after 1500. This collection stretches from whipping to the gallows, and from the
first houses of correction to penitentiaries. Punishment provides a striking way to examine the
development of culture and society through time. These studies of penal practice explore violence,
cruelty and shame, while offering challenging new perspectives on the timing of the decline of public
punishment, the rise of imprisonment and reforms of the capital code.

david garland punishment and modern society: Neoliberalism and Punishment Ignacio
Gonzélez-Sanchez, 2024-06-03 Exploring the expansion of the penal system in Spain during the first
40 years of democracy, this book puts forward the importance of studying punishment from a
sociological perspective and examines the neoliberal penality thesis. Today, Spain has more police
officers and more people in prison than 50 years ago and a tougher penal code than that which
existed at Franco’s death; however, crime has not increased for three decades, while most of the
hardening of the penal system has occurred after its stabilisation. Studying the development of
penality in Spanish democracy, this book explores Loic Wacquant’s proposal that the expansion of
the penal system should be understood as a characteristic of neoliberalism. It examines the parallel
and reciprocal development of three policies in relation to the gradual implementation of neoliberal
ideas and highlights how the evolution of the labour market, social policies, and the penal system
are linked to one another and to neoliberal ideas related to the sacralisation of the utilitarian
individual and the role of the state. Advocating for a sociological study of state punishment and
contributing to a better understanding of the implementation of neoliberal policies, Neoliberalism
and Punishment will be of great interest to students and scholars of criminology, sociology, and
politics.

david garland punishment and modern society: Redeeming a Prison Society Amy Levad,




2014 The United States criminal justice system is in a state of crisis, from unprecedented rates of
imprisonment and recidivism to the privatization of the prison system and the disproportionate
representation of particular racial, ethnic, social, and economic groups, all of which is within a
larger social justice context. Catholics and Protestants have largely failed to offer vital theological
responses. Amy Levad offers a Catholic perspective that directly addresses the concrete issues from
a strongly interdisciplinary approach and utilizes the rich liturgical and sacramental resources of
penance and Eucharist to offer a theological vision of reform.

david garland punishment and modern society: Prison Work William Richard Wilkinson,
2005 What do we know first-hand about prisons? We have accounts from many top administrators.
There is a large literature of convict reports and memoirs. But we have almost no personal accounts
written by the people who were engaged in the day-to-day work of guarding and keeping prison
inmates. In Prison Work, former California prisons corrections officer William Richard Wilkinson
candidly tells what it was like to try to handle problems that can arise in prison, from furnishing
three meals a day to quelling a riot. Constructed around a series of interviews with Wilkinson, this
book recounts his extensive experience with discipline problems, wrong-headed administrators,
contraband, and escapes. Wilkinson's story presents a blunt, unabashed view of daily life in prison,
including fascinating discussions of racial and religious conflict, gangs, and prison violence as well
as the institutional culture and more human side of life as experienced by a prison employee. The
duration of Wilkinson's career (1951-1981) saw the greatest change in the American prison system.
He was responsible for implementing change on the level of the prison block. At the California
Institution for Men in Chino, he started out under the inspiring leadership of one of the most famous
reform figures in penology. At the California Medical Facility in Vacaville, he participated in one of
the great prison experiments when medical officials ran a maximum security prison. And at Soledad,
he experienced the reaction to earlier liberal policies. Over the years, he accumulated much wisdom
concerning how to handle convicts-wisdom that still has importance for corrections workers. Book
jacket.

david garland punishment and modern society: Criminal Justice Ursula Smartt, 2006-04-27
“This Course Companion in Criminal Justice by Ursula Smartt is to be applauded. It is an essential
handbook for all students and practitioners who are studying the criminal justice system. The
user-friendly framework provides students with practical support in how they can organise their
approach to studying to maximise their knowledge and revision skills. I have no hesitation in
commending this Companion as a valuable complementary text' - Professor Allyson MacVean, John
Grieve Centre for Policing & Community Safety, Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College
Congratulations to Ursula Smartt and Sage on a most welcome 'skills' text for Criminal Justice
students... The book is concise, clear, well-organised and accessible - highly recommended. Stephen
Parrott, Birkbeck, University of London Criminal Justice by Ursula Smartt is part of an exciting new
series from SAGE. It is designed to help students to make the most of their undergraduate or
foundation course in criminal justice or criminology. Developed as accessible reference tools, SAGE
Course Companions offer an introduction to the subject and encourage students to extend their
understanding of key concepts, issues and debates. Criminal Justice This book provides a basic
grounding in criminal justice, alongside pointers to further reading and advice on study skills. It can
be used as an overview of the subject and referred to throughout the degree for tips and revision
guidance. Smartt's Criminal Justice is designed to complement, rather than replace, existing
textbooks for the course, and will provide: - Helpful summaries of the course curriculum to aid exam
revision and essay planning - Key summaries of the approach taken by the main textbooks on the
course - Guidance on the essential study skills required to pass the course - Help with developing
critical thinking - Route-maps to aid the development of wider learning above and beyond the
textbook - Pointers to success in course exams and written assessment exercises - A tutor's-eye view
of what course examiners are looking for - An insider's view of what key course concepts are really
all about SAGE Course Companions are much more than revision guides for undergraduate. They
are an essential tool to success in undergraduate courses, enriching the learning experience and



developing students' understanding.

david garland punishment and modern society: The Socio-economics of Crime and Justice
Brian Forst, 2016-06-16 This book on crime and justice is motivated primarily by the idea that
individual behaviour is influenced both by self-interest and by conscience, or by a sense of
community responsibility. Forst has assembled a collection of authors who are writing in four parts:
(1) the philosophical foundations and the moral dimension of crime and punishment; (2) the sense of
community and the way it influences the problem of crime; (3) on offenders and offences; and (4) on
the response of the criminal justice system.

david garland punishment and modern society: Reading Southern Poverty Between the
Wars, 1918-1939 Richard Godden, Martin Crawford, 2006 Franklin D. Roosevelt once described the
South as the nation's number one economic problem. These twelve original, interdisciplinary essays
on southern indigence between the World Wars share a conviction that poverty is not just a dilemma
of the marketplace but also a cultural and political construction. Although previous studies have
examined the web of coercive social relations in which sharecroppers, wage laborers, and other poor
southerners were held in place, this volume opens up a new perspective. These essays show that
professed forces of change and modernization in the South--writers, photographers, activists, social
scientists, and policymakers--often subtly upheld the structures by which southern labor was being
exploited. Planters, politicians, and others who enforced the southern economic and social status
quo not only relied on bigotry but also manipulated deeply held American beliefs about sturdy
yeoman nobility and the sanctity of farm and family. Conversely, any threats to the system were
tarred with the imagery of big cities, northerners, and organized labor. The essays expose vestiges
of these beliefs in sources as varied as photographs from the Farm Security Administration,
statistics for incarceration and child labor, and the writings of Grace Lumpkin, Ellen Glasgow, and
Erskine Caldwell. This volume shows that those who work to eradicate poverty--and even victims of
poverty themselves--can hesitate to cross the line of race, gender, memory, or tradition in pursuit of
their goal.

david garland punishment and modern society: Qualities of Mercy Carolyn Strange,
2011-11-01 Qualities of Mercy deals with the history of mercy, the remittance of punishments in the
criminal law. The writers probe the discretionary use of power and inquire how it has been exercised
to spare convicted criminals from the full might of the law. Drawing on the history of England,
Canada, and Australia in periods when both capital and corporal punishment were still practised,
they show that contrary to common assumptions the past was not a time of unmitigated terror and
they ask what inspired restraint in punishment. They conclude that the ability to decide who lived
and died -- through the exercise or denial of mercy -- reinforced the power structure. The essays are
an important contribution to current public policy debates. If today’s move towards unyielding and
harsher punishment proceeds, including campaigns to reinstate capital punishment, mercy alone will
fail to neutralize the inequities of criminal justice. Only profound cultural shifts and transitions of
sensibility have the force to stem the tide of unprecedented punitiveness.

david garland punishment and modern society: Criminal Justice George S. Bridges, Joseph
G. Weis, Robert D. Crutchfield, 1996-02-22 This is a solid representation of criminological articles
that are important to the discipline. The important material from each article has been retained, yet
an undergraduate won't be overwhelmed. The articles are germane and flow together; a certain
consistency in thought is presented to the student, as opposed to interesting but often semi-related
articles. This book is accessible and, in several areas, very enjoyable reading. -- A. L. Marsteller,
Drury College Also by the Editors: Crime (Vol. 1) and Juvenile Delinquency (Vol. 2) Why are these
edited collections THE anthologies to use for teaching Criminal Justice, Criminology, or Juvenile
Delinquency? * All volumes present the field accurately and completely to students and in a way that
is understandable to undergraduates and, therefore, teachable. * All include rich collections of
classic and contemporary articles, all of which have been carefully edited so that students can
master the material. * All volumes contain essays written by the Editors, which provide the
coherence and structure to the collections that undergraduate students need. Questions for



Discussion and Writing and well-prepared indexes help to make these anthologies even more
teachable. * All are edited by scholars who have the credentials and the undergraduate teaching
experience to make this three volume set a particularly rich resource.

david garland punishment and modern society: The Society of Captives Gresham M.
Sykes, 2020-09-01 The Society of Captives, first published in 1958, is a classic of modern
criminology and one of the most important books ever written about prison. Gresham Sykes wrote
the book at the height of the Cold War, motivated by the world's experience of fascism and
communism to study the closest thing to a totalitarian system in American life: a maximum security
prison. His analysis calls into question the extent to which prisons can succeed in their attempts to
control every facet of life--or whether the strong bonds between prisoners make it impossible to run
a prison without finding ways of accommodating the prisoners. Re-released now with a new
introduction by Bruce Western and a new epilogue by the author, The Society of Captives will
continue to serve as an indispensable text for coming to terms with the nature of modern power.

david garland punishment and modern society: Prisoner Voices from Death Row Reena
Mary George, 2016-03-03 Death penalty has produced endless discourses not only in the context of
prisons, prisoners and punishment but also in various legal aspects concerning the validity of death
penalty, the right to life, and torture. Death penalty is embedded in Indian law, however very little is
known about the people who are on death row barring a few media reports on them. The main
objective of this book is to enquire whether the dignity of prisoners is upheld while they confront the
criminal justice system and whilst surviving on death row. Additionally, it explores the
lived-experiences and perceptions of prisoners on death row as they create meaning out of their
world. With this rationale, 111 prisoners on death row in India and some of their family members
were interviewed. The theoretical underpinnings of phenomenology and symbolic interactionism
coupled with data analysis lead to an understanding of the prisoners on death row with special
reference to their demographic profile and the impact of death sentence on their families. George’s
research highlights three salient features, namely: poverty, social exclusion and marginalisation are
antecedent to death penalty; death penalty is a constructed account by the state machinery; and
prisoners on death row situate dignity higher in the juxtaposition of death and dignity.

david garland punishment and modern society: Mettray Stephen A. Toth, 2019-11-15 The
Mettray Penal Colony was a private reformatory without walls, established in France in 1840 for the
rehabilitation of young male delinquents. Foucault linked its opening to the most significant change
in the modern status of prisons and now, at last, Stephen Toth takes us behind the gates to show
how the institution legitimized France's repression of criminal youth and added a unique layer to the
nation's carceral system. Drawing on insights from sociology, criminology, critical theory, and social
history, Stephen Toth dissects Mettray's social anatomy, exploring inmates' experiences. More than
17,000 young men passed through the reformatory before its closure, and Toth situates their
struggles within changing conceptions of childhood and adolescence in modern France. Mettray
demonstrates that the colony was an ill-conceived project marked by internal contradictions. Its
social order was one of subjection and subversion, as officials struggled for order and inmates
struggled for autonomy. Toth's formidable archival work exposes the nature of the relationships
between, and among, prisoners and administrators. He explores the daily grind of existence: living
conditions, discipline, labor, sex, and violence. Thus, he gives voice to the incarcerated, not simply to
the incarcerators, whose ideas and agendas tend to dominate the historical record. Mettray is, above
all else, a deeply personal illumination of life inside France's most venerated carceral institution.

david garland punishment and modern society: Courts and Criminal Justice in
Contemporary China Susan Trevaskes, 2007-01-01 This book considers 'law on display' in Chinese
courts. As the first sustained study of criminal trials, rallies, and campaigns in Chinese courts, it
offers an account of how law and punishment is constructed and represented both in practice and in
rhetoric.
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