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Dallas Cowboys Number 24 History: A Legacy of Grit and Impact

dallas cowboys number 24 history is a fascinating journey through one of the most storied franchises

in NFL history. The Dallas Cowboys, often dubbed “America’s Team,” have had numerous players

don the number 24 jersey, each bringing their unique style and contribution to the team’s legacy. From

defensive stalwarts to versatile playmakers, the history of the number 24 in Dallas Cowboys lore offers

a window into the evolving identity of the franchise and the players who have left their mark.

The Early Years of Number 24 with the Dallas Cowboys

When you dig into the archives of the Dallas Cowboys, the number 24 jersey has been worn by

players who primarily shined in the defensive backfield. This number has often been associated with

cornerbacks and safeties—positions demanding agility, intelligence, and tenacity. In the earlier

decades, the Cowboys’ defense was known for its toughness and strategic brilliance, and those

wearing number 24 were an integral part of that identity.

While the Cowboys’ roster has evolved through the years, the number 24 jersey has consistently

symbolized a defensive mindset—a player tasked with shutting down opposing receivers and creating

turnover opportunities. This tradition has helped foster a reputation that players wearing this number

must uphold.

Notable Players Who Wore Number 24

One of the most memorable players to wear number 24 for the Cowboys was Everson Walls. Drafted

in 1981, Walls quickly established himself as a defensive powerhouse. Known for his ball-hawking



skills and athleticism, Walls became a cornerstone of the Cowboys’ secondary. His ability to intercept

passes not only shifted momentum in games but also brought excitement to the Cowboys’ defense

during the 1980s.

Walls’ impact was so profound that he led the NFL in interceptions multiple times, showcasing the high

level of play associated with the number 24 jersey. His legacy set a high bar for subsequent players

who would wear number 24, and it helped cement the Cowboys’ reputation for producing elite

defensive backs.

Evolution of the Number 24 Role in Modern Cowboys History

The dallas cowboys number 24 history is not just about the past; it also reflects how the role of players

wearing this number has evolved in the modern era. As the game of football changed, with offenses

becoming more pass-heavy and dynamic, the demands on defensive backs increased. Number 24

continued to be worn by players who adapted to these challenges, blending coverage skills with the

ability to support run defense.

Recent Players and Their Contributions

In more recent seasons, the number 24 jersey has been worn by players who brought versatility to the

field. For example, cornerbacks like Anthony Brown have taken on the number, showcasing the

continuing tradition of defensive excellence. These players have been tasked with covering some of

the league’s top receivers while also contributing on special teams and in various defensive schemes.

Their performances highlight how the number 24 jersey remains linked to players with a high football

IQ and the ability to make critical plays. Whether it’s breaking up passes, making tackles, or providing

leadership on the field, the legacy of number 24 endures in the Cowboys’ defensive unit.



The Symbolism Behind Number 24 in Cowboys Culture

Numbers in football carry more than just identification—they represent tradition, expectations, and pride.

For the Dallas Cowboys, number 24 has come to symbolize a blend of grit, resilience, and playmaking

ability. Players who wear this number are often seen as protectors of the team’s defensive integrity.

What Wearing Number 24 Means to Players

Many players have spoken about the honor and responsibility that comes with donning the number 24

for the Cowboys. It’s not just about wearing a jersey; it’s about upholding a legacy that includes some

of the franchise’s best defensive talents. This sense of tradition motivates players to elevate their

game, knowing they are part of a lineage that includes greats like Everson Walls.

Fan Perception and Memorabilia

Fans of the Dallas Cowboys have embraced number 24 as a symbol of defensive prowess. Jerseys

bearing this number are popular among supporters who appreciate the legacy and the players who

have shaped the team’s defense. Memorabilia related to number 24 players, such as autographed

jerseys and trading cards, often hold special value due to the history behind the number.

Lessons from the Dallas Cowboys Number 24 History

Understanding the history of number 24 with the Dallas Cowboys provides valuable insights into how a

single jersey number can embody an entire aspect of a team’s identity. It teaches us the importance of

tradition in sports and how players contribute to something bigger than themselves.



Consistency and Excellence: Players wearing number 24 have consistently aimed to perform at a

high level, reinforcing the Cowboys’ defensive strength.

Adaptability: As the NFL evolved, so did the role of number 24 players, showing the importance

of versatility in professional football.

Legacy and Inspiration: The history tied to number 24 inspires new generations of players to

uphold the values associated with the jersey.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Number 24 in Dallas Cowboys

Football

The story of the number 24 jersey is far from over. As the Dallas Cowboys continue to build their

roster and compete at the highest level, the next player to wear number 24 has big shoes to fill. The

legacy left by past legends frames the expectations but also offers a blueprint for success.

Young talents entering the Cowboys’ secondary will likely aim to make the number 24 their own,

blending the lessons from the past with their unique skills. Fans eagerly watch to see who will step into

this role, continuing the tradition of excellence and passion that defines the dallas cowboys number 24

history.

In the end, the journey of number 24 is a testament to the enduring spirit of the Dallas Cowboys—a

team built on hard work, resilience, and a relentless pursuit of greatness. Whether on the field or in the

hearts of fans, number 24 remains a symbol of what it means to be a Cowboy.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the most notable Dallas Cowboys player to wear number

24?

Deion Sanders is the most notable Dallas Cowboys player to wear number 24, known for his

exceptional skills as a cornerback and return specialist.

What years did Deion Sanders wear number 24 for the Dallas

Cowboys?

Deion Sanders wore number 24 for the Dallas Cowboys during his tenure from 1995 to 1999.

Did any Hall of Famers wear number 24 for the Dallas Cowboys?

Yes, Deion Sanders, who wore number 24 for the Dallas Cowboys, was inducted into the Pro Football

Hall of Fame in 2011.

Has the Dallas Cowboys retired the number 24?

No, the Dallas Cowboys have not officially retired the number 24, although it is closely associated with

Deion Sanders.

What position is typically associated with the number 24 on the

Dallas Cowboys?

Number 24 is typically worn by defensive backs, especially cornerbacks and safeties, as demonstrated

by players like Deion Sanders.

Are there any current Dallas Cowboys players wearing number 24?

As of the latest roster, no prominent Dallas Cowboys players are wearing number 24, but roster



changes can occur each season.

What impact did number 24 have on the Cowboys' defense

historically?

Number 24, worn by Deion Sanders, greatly impacted the Cowboys' defense by providing elite pass

coverage and game-changing interceptions during the mid to late 1990s.

Has any Dallas Cowboys player wearing number 24 won a Super

Bowl?

Yes, Deion Sanders won Super Bowl XXX with the Dallas Cowboys in the 1995 season while wearing

number 24.

Additional Resources

Dallas Cowboys Number 24 History: An In-Depth Exploration of a Storied Jersey

dallas cowboys number 24 history traces a compelling narrative woven through decades of

professional football. The number 24, while not the most iconic jersey in Dallas Cowboys lore like the

numbers worn by Roger Staubach or Emmitt Smith, carries its own distinctive legacy. This article

delves into the players who have donned the number 24 jersey, their contributions to the franchise,

and how the number fits into the broader history of the Cowboys. Through careful examination, the

significance of the number 24 within the Dallas Cowboys organization reveals itself as both a symbol

of defensive prowess and a reflection of evolving team dynamics.

The Evolution of Number 24 in Dallas Cowboys History

The Dallas Cowboys, founded in 1960, have a rich tradition with numerous standout players wearing



various jersey numbers. Number 24, while not as commonly associated with superstar status, has

been worn primarily by defensive backs and cornerbacks, positions crucial to the Cowboys’ defensive

strategies. The number’s history is marked by players who brought tenacity and skill to the secondary,

contributing to the team’s defensive identity.

Early Years and Notable Players Wearing 24

In the early years of the franchise, number 24 was donned by several players who contributed in more

limited capacities. However, the jersey began gaining recognition as a symbol of defensive reliability

during the 1970s and 1980s. Notably, players wearing number 24 often exemplified versatility,

combining coverage skills with tackling strength.

One prominent figure to wear number 24 was cornerback Everson Walls, who, although more

famously associated with number 24 during his tenure with the Cowboys, is perhaps the most defining

player linked to this number. Walls’ impact on the team was profound; he led the NFL in interceptions

three times while playing for Dallas, transforming the perception of number 24 into one associated with

ball-hawking defensive excellence.

Everson Walls: Redefining the Number 24 Legacy

Walls joined the Cowboys in 1981 as an undrafted player, a fact that emphasizes the unpredictability

and opportunity inherent in the NFL. Wearing number 24, he quickly became a cornerstone of the

Cowboys’ secondary. His career with Dallas spanned from 1981 to 1989, during which he intercepted

57 passes, with 33 coming while wearing the Cowboys’ star.

Walls’ ability to read quarterbacks and make pivotal plays helped the Cowboys maintain competitive

defensive units through the 1980s. His leadership and performance earned him Pro Bowl selections

and solidified number 24 as synonymous with defensive excellence in Dallas. Walls’ tenure illustrates

how a jersey number can become emblematic of a player’s style and impact.



Number 24 in the Modern Era: Continuity and Change

As the NFL entered the 21st century, the Dallas Cowboys' approach to the number 24 continued to

reflect the franchise’s defensive priorities. While the number changed hands among various players, it

remained primarily assigned to defensive backs, consistent with its historical use.

Recent Players Wearing Number 24

In recent years, the number 24 jersey has been worn by players such as cornerbacks Morris Claiborne

and Anthony Brown. Claiborne, a first-round draft pick in 2012, was expected to rejuvenate the

Cowboys’ secondary wearing number 24. His tenure, though marked by some injuries and

inconsistency, still highlights the ongoing association of number 24 with the team's defensive backfield.

Anthony Brown, another cornerback, wore number 24 during his stint with the Cowboys, further

maintaining the tradition of the jersey number being linked to the secondary. Brown’s contributions,

while not as headline-grabbing as those of Walls, fit within the broader context of the number

maintaining a defensive identity.

The Symbolism and Impact of Jersey Numbers in the Dallas

Cowboys Franchise

Jersey numbers in the NFL often carry significant meaning, linked to player identity, fan recognition,

and sometimes even franchise history. Within the Dallas Cowboys organization, number 24 has

evolved from a relatively generic number to one associated with defensive skill and competitive spirit.



Defensive Identity and Number 24

The Dallas Cowboys have historically been known for a balanced approach, with strong offensive stars

and formidable defenses. Number 24’s legacy aligns with the defensive aspect of the team’s identity.

Players wearing this jersey have often been tasked with the challenging job of guarding some of the

league’s top offensive talents.

The number’s association with defensive backs highlights the strategic emphasis the Cowboys place

on their secondary’s ability to disrupt passing games. From Everson Walls’ interception records to

more recent players’ efforts, number 24 represents a tradition of vigilance and resilience in the

defensive backfield.

Comparison to Other Iconic Cowboys Numbers

While numbers like 8 (Troy Aikman), 22 (Emmitt Smith), and 88 (Michael Irvin) are etched deeply in

Cowboys history as offensive legends, number 24 offers a complementary narrative. It symbolizes the

often unsung defensive efforts that are crucial to the team’s success.

The contrast between offensive and defensive jersey numbers in Dallas reflects broader NFL trends,

where offensive stars often receive more fanfare. However, the sustained presence of number 24 on

defensive stalwarts underscores its importance within the team’s roster makeup.

Legacy and Fan Perception of Number 24

Among Cowboys fans, number 24 has a nuanced place. It may not evoke the immediate recognition

reserved for Hall of Famers, but it carries respect for its association with grit and defensive mastery.



Merchandising and Cultural Impact

From a merchandising perspective, jerseys bearing number 24 have seen moderate popularity,

especially during the peak years of Everson Walls. Fans who appreciate the defensive side of football

often gravitate towards the number as a symbol of toughness and game-changing defensive plays.

The cultural impact of number 24 within the Dallas community and broader NFL circles reflects an

appreciation for players who excel away from the spotlight but whose contributions are essential to

team victories.

Pros and Cons of the Number 24 Legacy

Pros: Represents defensive excellence; linked to record-setting performances; symbolizes

perseverance and underrated talent.

Cons: Lacks the widespread recognition of offensive star numbers; fewer Hall of Fame inductees

wearing 24; less marketing appeal compared to iconic offensive jerseys.

The balance of these factors illustrates that while number 24 may not headline Cowboys lore, it

remains an integral part of the team’s fabric.

As the Dallas Cowboys continue to evolve, the number 24 jersey will likely remain a badge of honor

for defensive players striving to leave their mark. Whether through interceptions, coverage skills, or

leadership on the field, the legacy attached to this number speaks to the enduring values of the

franchise’s defensive heritage.



Dallas Cowboys Number 24 History

  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Dallas Cowboys Nate Cohn, 2017-08-01 Each National
Football League team has a unique story. The My First NFL Book series introduces readers to the 32
NFL teams. Each title explores an NFL team’s major records, stars, stadium, history, statistics and
more.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: FOOTBALL IN THE BIG EAST CONFERENCE
(EasyRead Super Large 24pt Edition) ,
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: HSC Sports Collectibles Dallas Auction Catalog #707 ,
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Uniform Numbers of the NFL John Maxymuk,
2015-02-16 Football is a game of numbers--fourth and inches, the three-man rush, a two point
conversion, first down. Even with the obvious numbers in the statistics, rules and game situations,
the players' uniform numbers themselves have become part of professional football and its lore. NFL
players, like modern-day gladiators, are fitted head-to-toe in protective gear, obscuring even their
faces from their most loyal fans. They have become largely identifiable through their uniform
numbers. You cannot conjure up Larry Csonka without seeing the number 39 crashing through the
line of scrimmage, or recall Lawrence Taylor without imagining the fear his 56 inspired in opposing
quarterbacks. This comprehensive reference work lists all 32 current franchises of the NFL and
includes brief team histories, statistics and interesting facts. Each chapter ends with an all-time
numerical roster listing the numbers 1 through 99 (in some cases beginning with 00) and everyone,
from Hall-of-Famer to replacement player, who has ever worn the corresponding number for that
club. Four appendices are included.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The NFL's Greatest Day Brad Schultz, 2019-08-22 A
tight, dramatic NFL playoff game is exciting on its own, but two of the most dramatic in the same
afternoon might result in the most compelling day in football history. This book is the first to capture
the excitement and tension of December 23, 1972, when Pittsburgh played Oakland and Dallas met
San Francisco in a pair of first-round playoff games that captivated millions. One game saw Dallas
rally from three scores down in the fourth quarter, while the other featured the most famous ending
in league history--the Immaculate Reception. This book details both high-stakes games as well as the
historic season that led each team to the 1972 playoffs. Also covered are the men behind the
miracles--some captured the moment to become heroes and legends, while others let success slip
through their grasp. Two games, one afternoon, countless memories.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The New Eagles Encyclopedia Ray Didinger, Robert
Lyons, 2014-09-30 While much has changed in the decade since the original publication of The
Eagles Encyclopedia, the passion of Eagles fans has only grown stronger. That's why author Ray
Didinger revised, updated, and expanded his history of the team with The New Eagles Encyclopedia.
Didinger presents a year-by-year history of the franchise from its inception in 1933 through the 2013
season. There are profiles of more than 100 players, past and present, as well as every head coach
and owner along with dozens of new photographs and stats, stats, and more stats. The New Eagles
Encyclopedia includes: * More player profiles including new entries on Nick Foles, LeSean McCoy
and Michael Vick. * The end of the Andy Reid era and the arrival of Chip Kelly. * Expanded chapters
on Eagles in the Hall of Fame and other milestone moments. * Summaries of every post-season
game. * A new chapter on the Eagles-Cowboys rivalry. An essential addition to every fan's bookshelf,
The New Eagles Encyclopedia is the definitive information source on the Philadelphia Eagles. This
book is not sanctioned by the NFL or its teams.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has
it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/dallas-cowboys-number-24-history.pdf


through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Lone Star Sports Legends: On This Day in History
Ryan Sprayberry, 2017 From the clash of college to the best married shooting duo in history, the
Lone Star State clears every hurdle the sports world offers. A former Texas Christian basketball
player became the first tenured African American professor at Harvard Business School. Aggie
football legend John Kimbrough's first professional contract required him to act in movies and serve
as the stadium's handyman. For every date on the calendar, Ryan Sprayberry provides a play-by-play
of 365 memorable days in the state's athletic history, beginning with the birth of the Cotton Bowl on
January 1, 1937, and ending with the final snap of the Ice Bowl on December 31, 1967.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The 50 Greatest Players in New England Patriots History
Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 Perhaps even more than the Boston Red Sox, the New England
Patriots are the team of the entire northeast from Rhode Island to Canada. Here, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the 50 best players to ever take the field for the Patriots. Who can forget
Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Jim Nance, Ted Bruschi, and Tom Brady. They're all here in this
fascinating collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former teammates,
photographs, and recaps of memorable performances and seasons. This book is a must-read not only
for Patriots fans, but for all fans of professional football.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Eagles
History Robert W. Cohen, 2019-08-26 The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Eagles History
examines the careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the NFL's most iconic
and successful franchises. The author ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes
from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each
player's greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games
Mark L. Ford, 2014-09-24 For fans of professional football who thought they had read everything
about the history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the NFL
preseason. Described as “test labs” by Ford, the preseason games are a time for trying out new
strategies, considering future rule changes, and implementing television coverage innovations. For
thousands of players who vie for a spot in the league every summer, the preseason is also the
defining moment where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition
Games: 1960 to 1985 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its
companion volume—which covers 1986 to 2013—this resource provides information on every NFL
and AFL preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and
people that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new
teams, new rules, and new stars. In addition, Ford includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as
a 1972 game that was lost because the players wore the wrong shoes. Throughout the book, Ford
recounts key off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest
enterprise into a global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL
Preseason and Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and
cultural historians alike.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Texas, a Modern History David G. McComb, 1989 Traces
the full panorama of Texas history, from its earliest Indian inhabitants to the present day,
emphasizing the twentieth-century evolution from a rural to an urban society
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The History of Texas Robert A. Calvert, Arnoldo De Leon,
Gregg Cantrell, 2020-03-10 The most comprehensive, best-illustrated survey of the Lone Star
State—the new, updated edition of the classic text The History of Texas offers a sweeping
exploration of the Lone Star State, covering its history from the pre-Columbian period, to the era of
Spanish control, to nineteenth century watershed events, through the 1900s and into the new
millennium. This engaging, student-friendly textbook looks at how people of diverse politics, identity,
class, ethnicity, and race shaped the state’s past and continue to influence its present. Recent



knowledge on the political, social, and cultural history of Texas provides insights on the celebrated
figures, unsung heroes, and ordinary people of the state’s past. The sixth edition of this classic text
has been revised and updated to reflect the latest scholarship in all fields of Texas history, among
them New Indian History and cultural and gender studies. The text offers fresh perspectives on
Texas history, including discussions of the Progressive Era, the Great Depression, the Second World
War and post-war modernization, and the state’s transition during the 1960s and into the 1980s.
Revised chapters provide wide-ranging coverage of Texas in the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
including recent statewide and national elections and political debates. This textbook: Connects
events in post-World War II Texas to the larger U.S. historical narrative Offers substantial coverage
of events occurring from 1900 to 2018 Uses a chronological approach to divide chapters into easily
identifiable eras Includes engaging illustrations, maps, and tables, an appendix, and inclusive lists of
recommended readings Features online resources for students and instructors, including a test
bank, maps, presentation slides, and more Effectively organized to better meet the needs of
instructors, The History of Texas is the ideal resource for undergraduate and graduate courses in
Texas history at colleges and universities across both the state and the nation.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers
History Robert W. Cohen, 2019-08-26 The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers History
examines the careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the NFL's most iconic
and successful franchises. The author ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes
from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each
player's greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Plunkett's Sports Industry Almanac 2007 Jack W.
Plunkett, 2006-06-28 A market research guide to the business side of sports, teams, marketing and
equipment. It acts as a tool for strategic planning, employment searches or financial research. It
includes profiles of sports industry firms, such as addresses, phone numbers, and executive names.
It also contains trends, statistical tables, and an industry glossary.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Disco Days: a Social History of the 1970'S Richard T.
Stanley, 2015-06-19 By 1972, President Richard Nixon had reached the heights of political power
and popularity, only to self-destruct due to his role in a third-rate burglary called Watergate. Nixon
resigned in disgrace, and, for the first time in history, Americans came to be led by an unelected
President and Vice President -- Gerald Ford and Nelson Rockefeller. But Americans had much more
on their minds than mere politics -- movies, TV, sports, earning a living, etc. Hollywood motion
pictures, including The Godfather, Jaws, and Star Wars, captured their imaginations, while weekly
TV shows such as All in the Family and Happy Days made them laugh, and Monday Night Football
kept their competitive juices flowing. To no ones surprise, UCLA continued to win NCAA basketball
championships, and such schools as Alabama, Arkansas, Michigan, Nebraska, Notre Dame,
Oklahoma, Penn State, Texas, and USC remained dominant on the gridiron. And professional sports,
thanks to such super-stars as BIllie Jean King, Kareem Abul-Jabbar, Henry Aaron, Jack Nicklaus,
Muhammad Ali, Al Unser, and Terry Bradshaw, became more popular than ever. But who could have
predicted at the beginning of the decade that a young high school dropout named John Travolta and
a band called the Bees Gees would become the kings of Disco Dancing? Or that a peanut farmer
from Georgia would be elected President during our Bicentennial Year?
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Great Teams in Pro Football History Joe Giglio, 2006
Discusses ten of the greatest pro football teams ever and explains what it was that made each one so
great.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Academic American Encyclopedia , 1980
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: The Last Cowboy: A Life of Tom Landry Mark Ribowsky,
2013-11-04 A biography of the legendary professional football coach, known for his trademark
fedora, who spent almost thirty years taking the Dallas Cowboys from punchline to NFL glory,
ultimately delivering twenty consecutive winning seasons.
  dallas cowboys number 24 history: Sports Plays Eero Laine, Broderick Chow, 2021-08-19



Sports Plays is a volume about sports in the theatre and what it means to stage sports. The chapters
in this volume examine sports plays through a range of critical and theoretical approaches that
highlight central concerns and questions both for sports and for theatre. The plays cut across
boundaries and genres, from Broadway-style musicals to dramas to experimental and developmental
work. The chapters examine and trouble the conventions of staging sports as they open possibilities
for considering larger social and cultural issues and debates. This broad range of perspectives make
the volume a compelling resource for students and scholars of sport, theatre, and performance
studies whose interests span feminism, sexuality, politics, and race.
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