
bon jovi blaze of glory
Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory: The Anthem That Defined a Rock Legend

bon jovi blaze of glory is more than just a song; it’s a powerful anthem that marked a
significant moment in rock history. Released in 1990 as the title track for the soundtrack of
the film “Young Guns II,” this song showcased Jon Bon Jovi’s ability to blend storytelling
with raw rock energy, earning a permanent spot in the pantheon of classic rock. Whether
you’re a longtime fan or just discovering this iconic hit, there’s a lot to explore about the
song’s origins, impact, and lasting legacy.

The Origin Story Behind Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory

The journey of “Blaze of Glory” began somewhat unexpectedly. Jon Bon Jovi was
approached to contribute a song for the sequel to the popular Western film “Young Guns.”
Inspired by the movie’s themes of rebellion, honor, and sacrifice, Jon penned “Blaze of
Glory” to capture the spirit of the Old West outlaw lifestyle. Unlike the typical Bon Jovi band
rock anthems, this track was a solo effort and allowed Jon to showcase his songwriting
chops on a more cinematic level.

Writing and Recording Process

Jon Bon Jovi wrote “Blaze of Glory” in a burst of creativity, reportedly composing the song in
just a few hours. The lyrics vividly portray a man facing his destiny with courage and pride,
willing to go out in a blaze of glory rather than live a life of regret. The song’s narrative
style was a natural fit for the movie’s storyline, and its powerful chorus quickly became
anthemic.

Musically, the track features a blend of rock instrumentation with a hint of western flair,
including harmonica and a soaring guitar solo by Jeff Beck. The combination of Jon’s gritty
vocals, heartfelt lyrics, and strong instrumentation made “Blaze of Glory” stand out as a
unique entry in the Bon Jovi catalog.

The Impact and Success of Blaze of Glory

Upon its release, “Blaze of Glory” quickly climbed the charts, reaching number one on the
Billboard Hot 100 in the United States. It also earned critical acclaim, winning a Golden
Globe for Best Original Song and receiving an Academy Award nomination. The song’s
success cemented Jon Bon Jovi’s status not just as a band frontman but as a versatile artist
capable of delivering compelling solo work.



Chart Performance and Awards

- #1 on Billboard Hot 100
- Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song (1991)
- Academy Award nomination for Best Original Song
- Grammy Award nomination

These accolades reflected the song’s widespread appeal and its resonance with audiences
beyond just rock music fans. The cinematic quality of “Blaze of Glory” made it a staple on
radio stations and music video channels, expanding Jon Bon Jovi’s reach globally.

Exploring the Lyrics and Themes of Bon Jovi Blaze
of Glory

One of the reasons “Blaze of Glory” remains so memorable is its evocative storytelling. The
lyrics delve into themes of courage, redemption, and living life on one’s own terms. The
protagonist confronts mortality and the consequences of his choices but embraces it with
defiant pride.

Symbolism and Meaning

The phrase “blaze of glory” itself symbolizes going out with honor and intensity, rather than
fading away unnoticed. This idea resonates deeply with listeners who appreciate the notion
of living boldly and facing challenges head-on. The song can be interpreted as a metaphor
for anyone confronting a pivotal moment in life where they must stand firm in their
convictions.

Connection to the Western Genre

Given its role in the “Young Guns II” soundtrack, it’s no surprise that the song carries strong
Western motifs. The imagery of gunslingers, outlaws, and the harsh frontier life is woven
throughout the lyrics, making it a perfect companion to the film’s narrative. The song brings
a modern rock sensibility to the classic Western archetype, bridging two distinct cultural
worlds.

The Legacy of Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory in Rock
Music

More than three decades after its release, “Blaze of Glory” continues to influence musicians
and fans alike. It stands as a testament to the power of combining storytelling with rock
music, inspiring artists to push creative boundaries.



Influence on Bon Jovi’s Career

The success of “Blaze of Glory” opened new opportunities for Jon Bon Jovi, leading him to
explore solo projects alongside his work with the band. It showcased his ability to craft
songs that are both commercially successful and artistically meaningful. This track helped
to diversify his portfolio and demonstrated his range as a musician.

Cover Versions and Cultural References

Over the years, “Blaze of Glory” has been covered by various artists and featured in
numerous media projects. Its themes of heroism and defiance make it a popular choice for
soundtracks, commercials, and tribute performances. The song’s memorable melody and
lyrics have cemented it as an enduring piece of rock music history.

Tips for Playing Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory on Guitar

For guitar enthusiasts eager to learn “Blaze of Glory,” the song offers a rewarding
challenge. Its iconic riffs and solos provide a great opportunity to practice both rhythm and
lead guitar techniques.

Start with the chord progression: Familiarize yourself with the core chords like G,
D, C, and Em to capture the song’s foundation.

Focus on the intro riff: The opening guitar line sets the tone and is essential for an
authentic sound.

Practice the solo slowly: The Jeff Beck guitar solo is expressive and requires
precision; take it slow and build up speed.

Use a clean tone: To replicate the song’s signature sound, use moderate distortion
combined with some delay effects.

Why Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory Still Resonates Today

In an age where music trends come and go, “Blaze of Glory” remains relevant because it
taps into universal human emotions—courage, determination, and the desire for a
meaningful life. Its cinematic scope and emotional depth allow listeners to connect on a
personal level, making it a timeless anthem for anyone facing their own battles.

Whether you’re listening to it on a classic rock station, hearing it in a movie, or playing it on
your guitar, the spirit of “Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory” continues to inspire and energize. It’s a



song that reminds us all to live boldly and embrace our own stories with pride.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the song 'Blaze of Glory' by Bon Jovi about?
'Blaze of Glory' by Bon Jovi is about living life to the fullest and facing challenges head-on,
inspired by the story of an outlaw in the Old West seeking redemption and glory.

When was 'Blaze of Glory' released?
'Blaze of Glory' was released in 1990 as the lead single from Jon Bon Jovi's solo album of the
same name.

Did 'Blaze of Glory' win any awards?
Yes, 'Blaze of Glory' won the Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song and was also
nominated for an Academy Award in the same category.

Is 'Blaze of Glory' part of a movie soundtrack?
Yes, 'Blaze of Glory' was recorded for the soundtrack of the movie 'Young Guns II,' a
western film released in 1990.

Who wrote 'Blaze of Glory'?
Jon Bon Jovi wrote 'Blaze of Glory' himself, marking his first solo hit outside of the Bon Jovi
band.

How did 'Blaze of Glory' perform on the music charts?
'Blaze of Glory' reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in the United States and
was a major hit internationally.

Is 'Blaze of Glory' considered a Bon Jovi band song or a
solo song?
'Blaze of Glory' is a solo song by Jon Bon Jovi, although it is sometimes associated with the
band due to his involvement.

What genre does 'Blaze of Glory' belong to?
'Blaze of Glory' is a rock song with elements of glam metal and western-themed balladry.



Has Jon Bon Jovi performed 'Blaze of Glory' live with his
band?
Yes, Jon Bon Jovi has performed 'Blaze of Glory' live both as a solo artist and occasionally
with the Bon Jovi band during concerts.

Additional Resources
Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory: An In-Depth Exploration of a Rock Anthem

bon jovi blaze of glory stands as one of the most iconic solo efforts from Jon Bon Jovi, the
frontman of the legendary rock band Bon Jovi. Released in 1990, this track marked a
significant departure from the band's signature sound, showcasing a more cinematic and
narrative-driven approach that resonated deeply with audiences. The song not only
solidified Jon Bon Jovi's individual artistry outside the band's collective identity but also
became a cultural touchstone linked closely to the American Western motif and the film
"Young Guns II," for which it served as the theme song.

The Genesis of "Blaze of Glory"

The origins of "Blaze of Glory" trace back to Jon Bon Jovi’s opportunity to contribute a song
to the soundtrack of "Young Guns II," a sequel to the 1988 Western film "Young Guns."
Initially, Bon Jovi was hesitant to write a song for the movie, as it was somewhat outside his
usual rock domain. However, inspired by the film's themes of rebellion, honor, and frontier
justice, he penned "Blaze of Glory," a power ballad that captures the spirit of the lone
outlaw fighting for his principles.

This track was Jon Bon Jovi’s first release as a solo artist, separate from the band Bon Jovi,
and it showcased his songwriting prowess in a fresh light. The song's lyrics narrate a story
of defiance and heroic sacrifice, themes that resonated well with the film's narrative and
the broader cultural imagination of the American West.

Musical Composition and Production

Musically, "Blaze of Glory" blends classic rock elements with a cinematic flair. The song
opens with a strong guitar riff, immediately setting a tone of urgency and drama. Unlike the
more polished, arena-rock sound typical of Bon Jovi’s band releases at the time, this track
incorporates a rawer, more organic instrumentation. The production, led by Jon Bon Jovi and
Danny Kortchmar, balances electric guitars with piano and synthesizers, creating a layered
soundscape that complements the storytelling aspect of the lyrics.

The vocal delivery is another highlight. Jon Bon Jovi’s voice carries a gritty intensity,
emphasizing the emotional depth of the song’s protagonist. The chorus, with its memorable
hook, “I’m going down in a blaze of glory,” captures the defiant spirit that made the track
an anthem for courage and resilience.



Commercial Success and Chart Performance

"Blaze of Glory" achieved significant commercial success upon its release in August 1990. It
reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart, marking Jon Bon Jovi’s first solo chart-
topping hit. The song also performed well internationally, charting within the top ten in
several countries, including Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom.

Its success was further bolstered by the popularity of "Young Guns II," which helped
introduce the song to a wider audience beyond Bon Jovi’s existing fan base. The synergy
between the film and the track created a powerful marketing dynamic, elevating both the
film's soundtrack and Jon Bon Jovi’s solo career.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Critics generally praised "Blaze of Glory" for its evocative storytelling and strong melodic
structure. Many highlighted the song’s ability to blend rock energy with cinematic narrative,
a somewhat rare feat at the time. The song won the Golden Globe Award for Best Original
Song in 1991 and received an Academy Award nomination, underscoring its artistic and
commercial impact.

Over the years, "Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory" has remained a staple in rock music history. It is
often cited as one of the best solo efforts by a rock band frontman and continues to receive
airplay on classic rock radio stations. Moreover, the song’s themes of heroism and sacrifice
have given it a timeless quality, allowing it to resonate with new generations of listeners.

Comparisons with Bon Jovi Band Hits

When comparing "Blaze of Glory" to Bon Jovi’s band hits like "Livin’ on a Prayer" or "You
Give Love a Bad Name," several distinctions emerge. While the band’s hits typically feature
a more polished, anthem-like quality designed for stadium performances, "Blaze of Glory"
adopts a narrative-driven approach with a darker, more introspective tone.

The song’s Western theme and storytelling differentiate it from the band’s more
straightforward love and life-centric rock anthems. This thematic divergence underscores
Jon Bon Jovi’s versatility as a songwriter and performer, capable of stepping outside the
established Bon Jovi sound to explore different musical and lyrical territories.

Pros and Cons of "Blaze of Glory" as a Solo Effort

Pros:

Showcases Jon Bon Jovi’s individual artistic identity.



Strong narrative and cinematic qualities make it memorable.

Chart-topping success solidifies its commercial viability.

Critical acclaim, including award recognition.

Cons:

Stylistic departure might alienate fans expecting the classic Bon Jovi sound.

Less radio-friendly for mainstream pop-rock stations due to its thematic focus.

Solo projects sometimes overshadowed by the band’s collective success.

Impact on Jon Bon Jovi’s Career and Rock Music

The success of "Blaze of Glory" had significant implications for Jon Bon Jovi’s career
trajectory. It demonstrated his ability to craft a hit outside the band’s framework, opening
doors for future solo projects and collaborations. It also reinforced his reputation as a
versatile artist capable of blending storytelling with hard rock.

From a broader perspective, "Blaze of Glory" contributed to the trend of rock artists
creating thematic, cinematic songs that complemented film narratives. This approach has
since become more common, with many rock musicians contributing to movie soundtracks
in ways that elevate both the music and the films.

The Song’s Role in Popular Culture

Beyond its initial commercial impact, "Bon Jovi Blaze of Glory" has maintained a persistent
presence in popular culture. It is frequently featured in compilations of 90s rock anthems
and is a staple in Bon Jovi’s live performances, sometimes performed as a solo piece by Jon
Bon Jovi during concerts.

The song’s association with the outlaw image and Western themes has made it a favored
soundtrack choice in various media, including television shows, commercials, and sporting
events. Its message of fighting against the odds continues to inspire audiences worldwide.

In sum, "Blaze of Glory" is more than just a single; it is a defining moment in Jon Bon Jovi’s
career and a testament to the enduring power of rock music to tell compelling stories. Its
blend of narrative depth, musical intensity, and cultural resonance ensures that it remains a
significant work in the annals of rock history.



Bon Jovi Blaze Of Glory

  bon jovi blaze of glory: Jon Bon Jovi Jon Bon Jovi, 1991-10 Matching folio to Jon's solo album
inspired by the film Young Guns II. Includes a full-color poster and 11 songs, featuring: Blaze Of
Glory * Billy Get Your Guns * Never Say Die * and more.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Jon Bon Jovi - Blaze of Glory , 1991
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Bon Jovi Margaret Olson, 2013-06-20 In 1986, when Bon Jovi’s third
studio album, Slippery When Wet, was released, America had found its next superband. In Bon Jovi:
America’s Ultimate Band, Margaret Olson chronicles the history and music of the band from its
inception to present day. She closely examines Bon Jovi’s musical and social relevance to listeners
past and present, exploring the remarkable ways the band has emerged as the expression and
product of deep cultural needs and how, within a few years of commercial success, it has made a
lasting impact on Generation X, the music business, and American culture. Through opportunities
offered by cable television (particularly MTV), Hollywood, and corporate brands, Bon Jovi has been
able to influence not only the music, film, and television industries but also the worlds of fashion,
musical theater, art, philanthropy, and politics. Like any megaband, its members have struggled
with addiction, the demands of fame, and a lack of critical respect. They have persevered, however,
to become one of the United States’ world’s best-selling touring bands. Bon Jovi is a testament to the
way modern culture and entertainment can become intertwined, and its success underscores the
length of the band’s career, the professionalism of its management, the recognition of what
audiences want, and the unique way the music—more than anything else—both reflects and shapes
the social and musical American landscape it inhabits. Titles in the Tempo series are ideal
introductions to major pop and rock artists, the music they produce, and their cultural and musical
impact on society. Bon Jovi: America’s Ultimate Band should interest fans, students, and scholars
alike.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: The Decade That Rocked Mark Weiss, Richard Bienstock, 2020-06-02
Featuring the iconic and never-before-published photography of Mark Weiss, The Decade That
Rocked covers the biggest names from the ’80s hard rock scene—including Jon Bon Jovi, Ozzy
Osbourne, Mötley Crüe, and more. “I have read pretty much every rock 'n' roll biography there is
worth reading, and you never know what to expect when you pick up a new book. Well, let me tell
you Mark Weiss has raised the bar for rock 'n' roll books with The Decade That Rocked. Mark has
always been at the top of his field, and the level of detail and quality put into this book is the
ultimate testament to his rock n' roll photographic legacy.” – Sebastian Bach “Mark is the real deal.
He may not play the guitar, but that camera is his guitar. He’s a rockstar.” – Gene Simmons Mark’s
energy, his creativity, his drive, his positive attitude and his enthusiasm that make him one of the
legends of rock photography. It’s why his work—both old and new—is still so in demand today. Mark
Weiss inspires greatness in all he turns his camera lens on. But don’t take my word for it. Just look at
the pictures in this book. – Dee Snider “His pictures say as much as the music” – Rob Halford “He
was one of the guys. He wasn’t one of the 18 photographers you’d work with that day.” – Alice
Cooper “He had that instinct, to recognize our energy and use his technical talent to capture it.” –
Joe Perry “The Decade That Rocked breaches a level of intimacy that so many music photographers
are lacking today. Each and every photo exemplifies the trust and the synergy between
photographer and subject. You can feel the essence of the music in the live shots, just as vibrantly as
you can feel the spirit and the essence of the musicians behind the scenes.” – Screamer Magazine
Mark “Weissguy” Weiss set an unmatched standard for rock photography. Starting out as a teenager
by sneaking into concerts with a neighbor’s 35mm camera, he embarked on a legendary career that
took him around the globe and onto some of the most memorable album and magazine covers in rock
history– featuring the likes of Van Halen, Ozzy Osbourne, Aerosmith, and Mötley Crüe to Metallica,
Guns N’ Roses, Bon Jovi, and KISS, and so many more. With 700+ photos, brand new interviews, and
stories from Mark himself, Decade that Rocked is a monument to the photography, friendships, and
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legacy of an artist that helped define one of rock’s most iconic eras. This career-spanning collection
features: A unique lens on the golden age of rock: Never-before or rarely seen photos of legends like
Van Halen, Ozzy Osbourne, Aerosmith, and Mötley Crüe to Metallica, Guns N’ Roses, Bon Jovi, and
KISS, as well as countless others whose sound and image defined the era. Exclusive interviews: Ozzy
Osbourne, Dee Snider, Nikki Sixx, Joe Perry, Rob Halford, and many more recall their memories of
this era-defining decade. Untold Stories: Relive Mark’s unbelievable journey through rock history,
from getting arrested for selling photos outside of Kiss concert to touring with legends like Van
Halen, to photographing Bon Jovi’s infamous “Slippery When Wet” shoot, shooting backstage at Live
Aid with Black Sabbath, and so many more. Definitive Lens: Creem magazine readers ranked Mark
Weiss as rock’s top photographer of the 80s. His work has appeared on some of the most iconic
album and magazine covers of all time. Captured from the unique vantage point of a photographer
who lived and breathed the ’80s in all its grit and glory, The Decade That Rocked brings to life the
no-holds-barred sounds and sights that changed the world of hard rock and metal forever.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Lyrics in the Law Mark W. Klingensmith, 2019-11-05 In addition to
citing case law, Judges have traditionally used recognized legal maxims or treatise citations to
support their rulings. But today’s judiciary is becoming more apt to use pop culture, modern music,
as well as humor in their decisions. This book gives examples of how songs and their lyrics have
influenced judges, provided themes for their decisions, and helped make existing law more
accessible to lay persons. Mark W. Klingensmith examines the clever ways judges have used them to
enhance their judicial writings and how modern day musical lyrics that have effectively become
recognized legal maxims by the courts. judicial writings.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: The Last Letter Larry Reynolds, 2023-10-02 Some people live life for
the sake of living. For others, the prospect of dying forces them to engage in life, to take an unsure
journey with a certain end. The Last Letter is the story of life, death, love, and mayhem--and two
very different journeys toward that certain end. Author Larry Reynolds is forced into the journey by
the death at a young age of his long-time friend, Tracy McGuire. Tracy lives life without regard to
cost or consequence, a stark contrast to the stable, predictable life Larry has chosen. Neither men
wanted to accept their circumstance—those random moments in life that lead to answers to
questions many of us keep buried within. The Last Letter is a book of discovery. The Last Letter is a
book that explains the different paths we each take to often arrive at a similar place—not death, but
the power of life and the nuances and frailties that make us all human.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Entertainment Awards Don Franks, 2014-12-03 What show won the
Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series in 1984? Who won the Oscar as Best Director in 1929? What
actor won the Best Actor Obie for his work in Futz in 1967? Who was named “Comedian of the Year”
by the Country Music Association in 1967? Whose album was named “Record of the Year” by the
American Music Awards in 1991? What did the National Broadway Theatre Awards name as the
“Best Musical” in 2003? This thoroughly updated, revised and “highly recommended” (Library
Journal) reference work lists over 15,000 winners of twenty major entertainment awards: the Oscar,
Golden Globe, Grammy, Country Music Association, New York Film Critics, Pulitzer Prize for
Theater, Tony, Obie, New York Drama Critic’s Circle, Prime Time Emmy, Daytime Emmy, the
American Music Awards, the Drama Desk Awards, the National Broadway Theatre Awards (touring
Broadway plays), the National Association of Broadcasters Awards, the American Film Institute
Awards and Peabody. Production personnel and special honors are also provided.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Encyclopedia of Percussion John H. Beck, 2013-11-26 The
Encyclopedia of Percussion is an extensive guide to percussion instruments, organized for research
as well as general knowledge. Focusing on idiophones and membranophones, it covers in detail both
Western and non-Western percussive instruments. These include not only instruments whose usual
sound is produced percussively (like snare drums and triangles), but those whose usual sound is
produced concussively (like castanets and claves) or by friction (like the cuíca and the lion’s roar).
The expertise of contributors have been used to produce a wide-ranging list of percussion topics.
The volume includes: (1) an alphabetical listing of percussion instruments and terms from around



the world; (2) an extensive section of illustrations of percussion instruments; (3) thirty-five articles
covering topics from Basel drumming to the xylophone; (4) a list of percussion symbols; (5) a table of
percussion instruments and terms in English, French, German, and Italian; and (6) an updated
section of published writings on methods for percussion.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Unleashed Nancy Holder, Debbie Viguie, 2012-11-13 Katelyn
McBride's life changed in an instant when her mother died. Now she has to start over in Wolf
Springs, Arkansas—a tiny village in the Ozark Mountains. Like any small town, Wolf Springs has its
secrets. But the secrets hidden here are more sinister than Katelyn could ever imagine. It's a town
with a history that reaches back centuries, spans continents, and conceals terrifying truths. It's a
town full of werewolves.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Smarter Recovery Pete McCall, 2023-09-05 Many fitness and wellness
resources stress the importance of getting in a good workout. Often overlooked is recovery. Without
proper recovery, you won’t be fully prepared for your next session—or reap the full benefits of your
training. Smarter Recovery changes that, delivering evidence-based information and practical advice
to effectively integrate this essential step into your routine. Pete McCall, renowned personal trainer
and author of the top-selling Smarter Workouts, cuts through the hype to explain what you really
need to maximize your recovery and feel your best. With 58 exercises and stretches for recovery and
mobility, Smarter Recovery breaks down the most effective tools, techniques, and methods,
including these: Massage stick Foam roller Percussion gun Static stretching Mobility exercises
Low-intensity strength exercises You’ll also learn the importance of nutrition and sleep in recovery
and how to create a long-term plan to help you feel your best. Case studies further demonstrate how
to use the information in applicable situations. Simply put, Smarter Recovery takes the guesswork
out of the process to help everyone—from fitness professionals to weekend warriors and fitness
enthusiasts—identify the most effective recovery methods for their needs. Earn continuing education
credits/units! A continuing education exam that uses this book is also available. It may be purchased
separately or as part of a package that includes both the book and exam.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: The United States of America ,
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Becoming Supernatural J. Miller Wilson, 2008-10-25 Have you ever
wondered what it's like becoming supernatural-manipulated by pyschic abilities that overwhelm an
ordinary life? How would you handle it? Mark Justin is becoming supernatural but he does not want
it, doesn't understand it and has supressed it until now---visions, dreams and unbelievable psychic
energies threaten to destroy his ideal middle class life. In this imaginative psychological thriller,
church corruption, media exploitation and Justin's expanding powers build to a stunning conclusion.
Life doesn't prepare anyone for becoming supernatural but in the end you save yourself and those
you love any way you can.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Defiant Sounds Esther Clinton, Daniel Nevárez Araújo, Nelson
Varas-Díaz, Jeremy Wallach, 2023-03-20 Defiant Sounds: Heavy Metal Music in the Global South
brings together authors working from and/or with the Global South to reflect on the roles of metal
music throughout their respective regions. The essays position metal music at the epicenter of
region-specific experiences of oppression marked by colonialism, ethnic extermination, political
persecution, and war. More importantly, the authors stress how metal music is used throughout the
Global South to face these oppressive experiences, foster hope, and promote an agenda that seeks to
build a better world.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Going All City Stefano Bloch, 2019-11-14 A graffiti writer’s memoir: “A
brave portrait of a highly criticized subculture and a look inside the reality of growing up in
low-income Los Angeles.” —LA Weekly “We could have been called a lot of things: brazen vandals,
scared kids, threats to social order, self-obsessed egomaniacs, marginalized youth, outsider artists,
trend setters, and thrill seekers. But, to me, we were just regular kids growing up hard in America
and making the city our own. Being ‘writers’ gave us something to live for and ‘going all city’ gave
us something to strive for; and for some of my friends it was something to die for.” In the age of
commissioned wall murals and trendy street art, it’s easy to forget graffiti’s complicated and often



violent past in the United States. Though graffiti has become one of the most influential art forms of
the twenty-first century, cities nationwide waged a war against it from the late 1970s to the early
2000s, complete with brutal police task forces. Who were the vilified taggers they targeted?
Teenagers, usually, from low-income neighborhoods with little to their names except a few spray
cans and a desperate need to be seen—to mark their presence on city walls and buildings even as
their cities turned a blind eye to them. Going All City is the mesmerizing and painful story of these
young graffiti writers, told by one of their own. Prolific LA writer Stefano Bloch came of age in the
late 1990s amid constant violence, poverty, and vulnerability. He recounts vicious interactions with
police; debating whether to take friends with gunshot wounds to the hospital; coping with his
mother’s heroin addiction; instability and homelessness; and his dread that his stepfather would get
out of jail and tip his unstable life into full-blown chaos. But he also recalls moments of peace and
exhilaration: marking a fresh tag; the thrill of running with his crew at night; exploring the secret
landscape of LA; the dream and success of going all city. Bloch holds nothing back in this fierce,
poignant memoir—an unflinching portrait of a deeply maligned subculture and an unforgettable
account of what writing on city walls means to the most vulnerable people living within them.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Wrath and Remembrance John Walker, 2007-08-31
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Encyclopedia of American Folklore Linda Watts, 2020-07-01
Folklore has been described as the unwritten literature of a culture: its songs, stories, sayings,
games, rituals, beliefs, and ways of life. Encyclopedia of American Folklore helps readers explore
topics, terms, themes, figures, and issues related to this popular subject. This comprehensive
reference guide addresses the needs of multiple audiences, including high school, college, and
public libraries, archive and museum collections, storytellers, and independent researchers. Its
content and organization correspond to the ways educators integrate folklore within literacy and
wider learning objectives for language arts and cultural studies at the secondary level. This
well-rounded resource connects United States folk forms with their cultural origin, historical
context, and social function. Appendixes include a bibliography, a category index, and a discussion
of starting points for researching American folklore. References and bibliographic material
throughout the text highlight recently published and commonly available materials for further study.
Coverage includes: Folk heroes and legendary figures, including Paul Bunyan and Yankee Doodle
Fables, fairy tales, and myths often featured in American folklore, including Little Red Riding Hood
and The Princess and the Pea American authors who have added to or modified folklore traditions,
including Washington Irving Historical events that gave rise to folklore, including the civil rights
movement and the Revolutionary War Terms in folklore studies, such as fieldwork and the folklife
movement Holidays and observances, such as Christmas and Kwanzaa Topics related to folklore in
everyday life, such as sports folklore and courtship/dating folklore Folklore related to cultural
groups, such as Appalachian folklore and African-American folklore and more.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Invitation to Law & Society Kitty Calavita, 2016-04-11 Research and
real-life examples that “lucidly connect some of the divisive social issues confronting us today to that
thing we call ‘the law’” (Law and Politics Book Review). Law and society is a rapidly growing field
that turns the conventional view of law as mythical abstraction on its head. Kitty Calavita brilliantly
brings to life the ways in which law is found not only in statutes and courtrooms but in our
institutions and interactions, while inviting readers into conversations that introduce the field’s
dominant themes and most lively disagreements. Deftly interweaving scholarship with familiar
examples, Calavita shows how scholars in the discipline are collectively engaged in a subversive
exposé of law’s public mythology. While surveying prominent issues and distinctive approaches to
both law as it is written and actual legal practices, as well as the law’s potential as a tool for social
change, this volume provides a view of law that is more real but just as compelling as its mythic
counterpart. With this second edition of Invitation to Law and Society, Calavita brings up to date
what is arguably the leading introduction to this exciting, evolving field of inquiry and adds a new
chapter on the growing law and cultural studies movement. “Entertaining and conversational.”
—Law and Social Inquiry



  bon jovi blaze of glory: Breaking Records William Ruhlmann, 2004-08-02 First Published in
2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Project Jennifer Jill Amy Rosenblatt, 2008 Plain, uptight,
career-challenged Joan Benjamin is having a very bad week--all because of a woman named Jennifer.
So she sets out to cultivate her inner Jennifer: a sexy, successful belle-of-the-ball, in this fresh, funny
new novel.
  bon jovi blaze of glory: Western Film Highlights Henryk Hoffmann, 2015-07-11 Westerns
may have had their heyday, but they remain popular. The greatest films from 1914, when The Squaw
Man and The Virginian were among the genre's best, through 2001, when American Outlaws and
Texas Rangers were tops, are the subject of this work. For each year, the author names the
outstanding western films in the following categories: picture, screenplay (original and adaptation),
direction, cinematography, music, male and female leading roles, and male and female supporting
roles. Also for each year, the author lists the westerns that received Academy Award nominations
(and those that won), makes note of the births and deaths of notable actors, directors, producers,
composers, cinematographers, authors and other such personalities, and describes the genre's
significant achievements.
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