bicycle in sign language

Bicycle in Sign Language: Understanding the Gesture and Its Context

bicycle in sign language is a fascinating and practical sign to learn, especially for those interested
in Deaf culture, American Sign Language (ASL), or communication accessibility. Whether you're a
beginner in sign language or a seasoned user, knowing how to express common objects or activities,
like a bicycle, can enrich your signing vocabulary and make conversations more vivid and engaging.
In this article, we'll explore the sign for bicycle, how it’s used in different sign languages, and offer
tips on mastering it with clarity and confidence.

What Is the Sign for Bicycle in Sign Language?

When people ask about the bicycle in sign language, they often want to know the hand motions and
facial expressions that accurately convey this concept. In American Sign Language (ASL), the sign for
bicycle involves mimicking the pedaling motion of riding a bike with your hands. Both hands are
positioned in front of your body, palms facing each other, and you rotate your hands in circles as if
turning pedals.

This visual representation is intuitive, making it easy for both the signer and the receiver to
understand the meaning without additional explanation. The gesture captures the essence of the
activity—cycling—by using a natural motion that everyone can relate to.

Step-by-Step Guide to Signing Bicycle

To perform the bicycle sign in ASL:

1. Raise both hands in front of you at about waist height.

2. Hold your hands in loose fists or with fingers slightly curved.

3. Position your hands side by side, palms facing each other.

4. Move your hands in small, circular pedaling motions, mimicking the action of cycling.
5. Maintain a relaxed and fluid motion to better represent the continuous pedaling.

This motion is simple yet effective, and it can be easily incorporated into conversations about
transportation, hobbies, or outdoor activities.

Variations in Bicycle Sign Across Different Sign
Languages
It's important to recognize that sign language is not universal. While ASL uses the pedaling motion,

other sign languages may have different signs for bicycle based on cultural nuances or linguistic
evolution.



For example:

- In British Sign Language (BSL), the sign for bicycle might involve a slightly different handshape or
movement but generally shares the concept of mimicking a bicycle’s pedals.

- In Auslan (Australian Sign Language), the sign also revolves around the pedaling action but can
include variations in speed or hand orientation depending on regional preferences.

- In International Sign, the gesture tends to be similar to ASL, focusing on the pedaling motion,
making it somewhat intuitive for people familiar with cycling.

Understanding these variations is crucial for effective communication in diverse Deaf communities or
when traveling.

Why Learning Bicycle in Sign Language Matters

Knowing how to sign bicycle isn’t just about adding a word to your vocabulary; it opens up pathways
for richer storytelling and clearer communication. If you're talking with Deaf friends, teaching children
sign language, or interpreting conversations, being able to describe everyday objects like bicycles
enhances the interaction.

Additionally, bicycles are a common topic when discussing transportation options, environmental
issues, or sports. Using the correct sign makes these discussions more inclusive and engaging.

Tips for Mastering the Bicycle Sign

Like any sign, mastering the bicycle sign requires practice and awareness of context. Here are some
helpful tips:

* Watch Native Signers: Observing Deaf individuals or fluent signers use the bicycle sign can
help you grasp the natural flow and speed.

* Practice Pedaling Motion: Try mimicking actual pedaling with your hands to capture the
rhythm and smoothness of the sign.

e Combine with Facial Expressions: Adding a smile or excited expression can convey
enthusiasm about biking, making your sign more expressive.

e Use in Sentences: Don't just practice the sign in isolation—incorporate it into phrases like “I
like to ride a bicycle” or “Where is the bicycle?” to build conversational skills.

By embracing these suggestions, you'll find the bicycle sign becoming a natural part of your signing
repertoire.



Expanding Vocabulary Around Bicycle and Cycling in
Sign Language

Once comfortable with the bicycle sign, you might be interested in related signs that enhance your
ability to discuss cycling in more detail. Some common associated signs include:

- Helmet: Often signed by tapping the side of your head with a flat hand, indicating safety gear for
cyclists.

- Ride: A sign that can represent riding any vehicle or animal, sometimes combined with the bicycle
sign for clarity.

- Sport or Exercise: These signs can frame conversations about cycling as a fitness activity.

- Road or Path: Useful to describe where someone rides their bicycle.

Learning these related signs helps create a richer conversation and enables you to express more
nuanced ideas about biking.

Incorporating Bicycle Sign into Storytelling

Storytelling is a vital part of sign language culture. Sharing experiences about learning to ride a bike,
bicycle races, or even funny falls can be made more vivid by using the bicycle sign alongside
expressive body language and facial cues.

For example, you could sign:
- “When | was a child, | learned to ride a bicycle.”
- “l enjoy cycling on the trail every weekend.”

- “I bought a new bicycle last month.”

Each sentence becomes more engaging and relatable when the bicycle sign is used effectively.

Using Technology and Resources to Learn Bicycle in
Sign Language

In today’s digital age, numerous resources make it easier than ever to learn signs like bicycle and
expand your signing skills:

¢ Video Tutorials: Watching videos on platforms like YouTube can provide visual
demonstrations of the bicycle sign in context.

e Sign Language Apps: Many apps offer interactive lessons and quizzes on vocabulary,
including transportation-related signs.

o Deaf Community Events: Participating in local or virtual Deaf meetups can provide real-life
practice and cultural insights.



* Online Dictionaries: Websites dedicated to sign language often include accurate and detailed
descriptions of signs, including variations.

Exploring these tools will accelerate your learning and help you use the bicycle sign confidently.

Understanding the Cultural Significance of Bicycle in
Deaf Communities

While the bicycle sign itself is a straightforward representation, it also reflects deeper cultural values.
Bicycles symbolize freedom, mobility, and independence—concepts highly cherished in Deaf
communities where communication accessibility and equal participation are ongoing pursuits.

Sharing stories about biking or organizing group rides can foster community bonding and offer
opportunities for social interaction. By using the bicycle sign naturally, you participate in this cultural
exchange and honor the lived experiences of Deaf individuals.

As you continue to explore the rich world of sign language, keep in mind that every sign, including
bicycle, is a doorway to connection and understanding. Whether you're chatting casually or engaging
in more formal interpretation, these gestures bring your conversations to life in a uniquely visual and
expressive way.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'bicycle' in American Sign Language (ASL)?

To sign 'bicycle' in ASL, mimic the pedaling motion of riding a bike by rotating your hands in circles in
front of you, as if turning pedals.

Is the sign for 'bicycle’' the same in all sign languages?

No, the sign for 'bicycle' can vary between different sign languages. For example, ASL, BSL (British
Sign Language), and other sign languages have their own unique signs.

Can you describe the BSL sign for 'bicycle'?

In British Sign Language, the sign for 'bicycle' involves mimicking pedaling with two fists making
circular motions in front of the body.

Why is the pedaling motion used to sign 'bicycle' in sign
language?

The pedaling motion visually represents the action of riding a bicycle, making the sign intuitive and
easy to understand.



Are there variations in signing 'bicycle' for children versus
adults in ASL?

Generally, the sign for 'bicycle' remains the same; however, instructors might simplify or exaggerate
the motion to help children learn the sign.

How can I learn to sign 'bicycle' accurately in ASL?

You can learn by watching ASL tutorial videos, attending sign language classes, or using sign
language apps that demonstrate the correct motion for 'bicycle.'

Is 'bicycle' a commonly used sign in everyday ASL
conversations?

While 'bicycle' is not used in every conversation, it is a common noun that appears frequently in
discussions about transportation, hobbies, or exercise.

Can the sign for 'bicycle' be combined with other signs to
describe types of bicycles?

Yes, you can combine the 'bicycle' sign with other descriptive signs such as 'mountain,’ 'road,' or
‘electric' to specify the type of bicycle.

Additional Resources

Bicycle in Sign Language: Understanding the Gesture and Its Cultural Significance

bicycle in sign language is a phrase that carries practical significance for Deaf communities and
sign language learners alike. As the bicycle remains a ubiquitous mode of transportation worldwide,
the ability to communicate about it clearly and efficiently in sign language is essential. This article
delves into the nuances of the sign for "bicycle," exploring its variations across different sign
languages, its cultural implications, and the role of context in effective communication. By analyzing
these aspects, we gain insight into how sign languages evolve to accommodate everyday vocabulary
and how they reflect social and technological changes.

The Sign for Bicycle: A Comparative Overview

Sign languages are not universal; each has its own unique lexicon and grammar. Understanding the
sign for "bicycle" requires examining different sign languages, such as American Sign Language (ASL),
British Sign Language (BSL), and Auslan (Australian Sign Language).

In ASL, the sign for bicycle typically involves mimicking the action of pedaling with both hands. The
signer holds their hands in fist shapes, thumbs extended upward, and moves them in a circular
motion as if turning pedals. This iconic gesture conveys the concept of cycling without requiring an
exact representation of the bicycle itself.



Meanwhile, in BSL, the sign for bicycle is somewhat different. It often uses a two-handed movement
where one hand represents the handlebar, and the other simulates pedaling. This variation reflects
BSL's distinct approach to iconicity and emphasizes different aspects of the cycling action.

Such differences highlight the importance of understanding regional sign language variations,
especially for educators and interpreters. The diversity of signs for "bicycle" underscores the rich
linguistic tapestry within Deaf communities and the adaptability of sign languages to local cultures
and experiences.

Iconicity and Symbolism in the Bicycle Sign

One remarkable feature of the "bicycle in sign language" is its iconic nature. Unlike many spoken
words, which are arbitrary, many signs visually resemble their referents. The cycling motion gesture is
a prime example of iconicity, where the sign imitates the movement of pedaling.

Iconicity aids memory retention and learning, making it easier for new signers to grasp vocabulary.
However, it also presents challenges. For instance, not all bicycles have pedals in the traditional
sense—electric bikes, for example, may not require pedaling. This evolution in technology can
influence how signs adapt over time to remain relevant.

Furthermore, the bicycle sign can carry symbolic meanings beyond its literal sense. In some Deaf
communities, it may be used metaphorically to represent movement, freedom, or a journey,
illustrating the sign's semantic flexibility.

The Role of Context in Using Bicycle Signs

While the basic sign for bicycle is widely understood within a given sign language, context plays a
pivotal role in ensuring accurate communication. For example, when discussing different types of
bicycles—such as mountain bikes, road bikes, or tandem bicycles—additional signs or modifiers are
often employed.

Signers may combine the bicycle sign with descriptors indicating terrain, size, or purpose, thereby
enriching the message. This combinatorial capacity is a hallmark of sign languages, allowing for
nuanced conversations about complex topics.

Moreover, when teaching Deaf children or second-language learners, instructors emphasize
contextual usage to avoid misunderstandings. For instance, signing "ride a bicycle" versus "buy a
bicycle" involves different sentence structures and accompanying signs, reinforcing the need for
contextual awareness.

Learning and Teaching the Bicycle Sign

Incorporating the "bicycle in sign language" into curricula poses both opportunities and challenges.
For educators, the sign's iconicity is a pedagogical asset, facilitating engagement and retention.
However, variations across sign languages and regional dialects require careful consideration.



Digital platforms and video resources have become invaluable for demonstrating the bicycle sign’s
correct form and movement. Visual aids help learners observe hand shapes, locations, and motions
precisely, which are essential for accurate signing.

Additionally, cultural competence is critical. Educators must be sensitive to local Deaf community
norms and preferences, ensuring that language instruction respects linguistic diversity.

* Pros of using iconic signs like bicycle: Easier to learn, memorable, visually intuitive

e Cons: May become outdated with technological changes, regional variations can cause
confusion

Technological Influence on Sign Language Vocabulary

The evolution of technology, including the development of electric bicycles and other personal
transportation devices, presents an interesting challenge for sign language vocabulary. As new
inventions emerge, sign languages often innovate by adapting existing signs or creating new ones.

The bicycle sign is a case in point. While the traditional pedaling motion remains a standard, some
Deaf communities have introduced modifications or entirely new signs to denote electric bikes or
scooters. This dynamic process reflects the natural growth of language in response to societal shifts.

Research indicates that sign languages are highly adaptive, with new signs entering the lexicon
through community consensus and media exposure. This adaptability ensures that sign languages
remain relevant and effective in contemporary contexts.

Implications for Accessibility and Inclusion

Clear and consistent signs for everyday objects like bicycles are vital for accessibility and social
inclusion. They enable Deaf individuals to participate fully in conversations about transportation,
recreation, and safety.

Moreover, the inclusion of accurate bicycle signs in public information campaigns and educational
materials promotes awareness and fosters communication between Deaf and hearing communities.

Governments and organizations advocating for Deaf rights increasingly recognize the importance of
standardized signs for public safety topics, including traffic signs and bicycle rules. Ensuring that Deaf
cyclists have access to such information in their native sign language is a step toward equitable
mobility and autonomy.



Conclusion: The Continuing Evolution of Bicycle Signs
in Sign Language

The exploration of the "bicycle in sign language" reveals a multifaceted interplay between linguistic
structure, cultural context, and technological change. From its iconic origins mimicking pedaling to
the nuanced variations across different sign languages, the bicycle sign exemplifies how human
communication adapts to the needs of its users.

As societies progress and new forms of personal transportation emerge, sign languages will
undoubtedly continue to innovate. Understanding these dynamics enriches our appreciation of Deaf
culture and highlights the importance of inclusive communication.

Ultimately, the bicycle in sign language is more than a simple gesture—it is a symbol of movement,
connection, and the shared human experience of navigating the world.
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bicycle in sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.

bicycle in sign language: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across the
world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter
concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.

bicycle in sign language: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope E.
Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse
literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings
descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main
parameters - handshape, location, and movement - against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising
avenues for future research.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/bicycle-in-sign-language.pdf

bicycle in sign language: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.

bicycle in sign language: American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners Tara Adams,
2022-04-19 A user-friendly dictionary with 800+ ASL signs Whatever your reason for learning the
richly expressive language of American Sign Language (ASL), this book will guide you through the
initial stages of your signing journey. It's filled with everything you need to master more than 800
essential vocabulary words, including detailed directions that make it simple to develop your ASL
skills. What sets this dictionary apart from other sign language books for beginners: No experience
required—Find comprehensive, clearly written guidance that makes sense of American Sign
Language for beginners, with helpful explanations of more difficult concepts, plus plenty of tips for
success. Instructional photographs—See ASL in action with full-color photographs that illustrate
how to sign each vocabulary word. Easy-to-find signs—Study each sign in alphabetical order or
search by category with a handy index that organizes signs by activities, animals, emotions, places,
events, and more. Build up your ASL vocabulary with the American Sign Language Dictionary for
Beginners.

bicycle in sign language: Creative Sign Language Rachel Sutton-Spence, Fernanda de
Aratjo Machado, 2023-08-24 This Element describes creative sign language in deaf literature. To
showcase the exciting developments in Latin American deaf literature, the authors focus upon
creative Libras as it is used by the Brazilian deaf community, while emphasising aspects of Libras
literature that can be seen in similar productions and performances in sign language literatures
around the world. Throughout the Element, the authors refer to examples of Libras poems and
stories to give readers a practical experience of appreciating works of creative sign language. They
describe Libras literature within its historical and social contexts and consider questions of
performance, filming and editing and the potential for written Libras literature. Drawing on
anthologies of Libras poems, jokes and stories, they use close-reading techniques to show how the
literary effects are created, while reminding the reader that sign language literature cannot be
separated from the deaf community.

bicycle in sign language: American Sign Language Made Easy for Beginners Travis
Belmontes-Merrell, 2022-08-02 Learn American Sign Language the easy way! Become a lifelong
learner of American Sign Language (ASL) with this guide for true beginners. It breaks down ASL
fundamentals and gives you step-by-step instructions for signing more than 400 vocabulary words,
organized by practical topics like greetings, hobbies, times, places, and more. The building blocks of
ASL—Lay the foundation for ASL learning as you explore the five parameters of signing: handshape,
location, movement, palm orientation, and non-manual markers. Clear guidance for novices—Learn
how to sign each vocabulary word with the help of detailed written directions and large, full-color
photos, so you know you're doing it right even if it's your first sign ever. Lessons and quizzes—Put
your new skills to the test with themed lessons designed for real-world conversations, and brief
quizzes at the end of each section. Make learning ASL fun and easy with this top choice in American
Sign Language books for beginners.

bicycle in sign language: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the unique
characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent researchers



discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more generally?
This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from around the
world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted for
generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final
section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.

bicycle in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan R.
Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.

bicycle in sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.

bicycle in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Conversational Sign Language
[llustrated Carole Lazorisak, Dawn Donohue, 2004 DVD with more than 600 words and
phrases--Cover.

bicycle in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language Susan Shelly,
Jim Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make introductions, tell time,
order food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask for directions

bicycle in sign language: Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians of North
America William Tomkins, 1929

bicycle in sign language: The American Sign Language Handshape Dictionary Richard A.
Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 1998 Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic hand shapes
rather than in alphabetical word order. This format allows users to search for a sign that they
recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for the meaning of a new sign they have seen
for the first time. The entries include descriptions of how to form each sign to represent the varying
terms they might mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,




Portland, OR

bicycle in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K.
Wood, 2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major
findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language
(ASL), this book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of
phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised throughout, this new
edition: demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of
input during early development, including no input where children create a language of their own
discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are formed and used,
attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use includes a new
chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional visuals and
explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is accompanied by
updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and accessible
introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time
with little or no background in linguistics.

bicycle in sign language: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel Sutton-Spence,
Bencie Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first detailed explanation of the way British Sign Language
works and is the product of many years' experience of research and teaching sign linguistics to deaf
and hearing people. It assumes no previous knowledge of linguistics or sign language, and is not
structured around traditional headings such as phonology, morphology and syntax. Instead it is set
out in such a way as to help learners and their teachers understand the linguistic principles behind
the language. There are sections on BSL grammar and also on the use of BSL, including social
acceptability in signing, variation, and poetry and humour in BSL. Technical terms and linguistic
jargon are kept to a minimum, and the text contains many examples from English, BSL, and other
spoken and sign languages. The book is amply illustrated and contains exercises, as well as a
reading list for further study. An accompanying 90-minute DVD is available from Talk With Sign
Books. To find out more, visit
http://www.talkwithsign.com/linguistics-british-sign-language-p-741.html.

bicycle in sign language: Sign Language Machine Translation Andy Way, Lorraine Leeson,
Dimitar Shterionov, 2024-11-11 This book, for the first time, collects important current topics in the
area of sign language translation in a single volume. The topic is introduced more generally to
benefit newcomers to the field before diving into the current state-of-the-art methods of Sign
Language Machine Translation (SLMT), together with an in-depth description of issues specific to
this topic, including: an introduction to and historical overview of SLMT; ethical issues related to the
engagement of and with deaf users; the importance of data; the sign languages of Europe; sign
language recognition and synthesis, including via avatars; data-driven and linguistically-informed
models of SLMT; gloss translation; fingerspelling; SLMT communication; and SLMT in practice. Of
interest to MT developers and users as well as people working in deaf studies, this volume presents
cutting-edge research on machine translation in the field of deaf studies.

bicycle in sign language: Mouth Actions in Sign Languages Susanne Mohr, 2014-07-28
Mouth actions in sign languages have been controversially discussed but the sociolinguistic factors
determining their form and functions remain uncertain. This first empirical analysis of mouth actions
in Irish Sign Language focuses on correlations with gender, age, and word class. It contributes to
the linguistic description of ISL, research into non-manuals in sign languages, and is relevant for the
cross-modal study of word classes.

bicycle in sign language: Concise Lexicon for Sign Linguistics Jan Nijen Twilhaar, Beppie van
den Bogaerde, 2016-06-15 This extensive, well-researched and clearly formatted lexicon of a wide
variety of linguistic terms is a long overdue. It is an extremely welcome addition to the bookshelves
of sign language teachers, interpreters, linguists, learners and other sign language users, and of
course of the Deaf themselves. Unique to this lexicon is not only the inclusion of many terms that are
used especially for sign languages, but also the fact that for the terms, there are not only examples



from spoken languages but there are also glossed and translated examples from several different
sign languages. There are many interesting features to this lexicon. There is an immediate
temptation to find examples of terms in the sign language one is studying as well as determining
how many of the most used concepts would be signed in the local language. As there are to date still
almost no reference grammars of sign languages, the definitions of many of these concepts would be
extremely helpful for those linguists planning to make a reference grammar of their sign language.

bicycle in sign language: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language
Scott K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward
things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on American
Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these directional
signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional signs, the
types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions can be
represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The book
demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.
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