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alternative medicine a history roberta bivins offers a fascinating journey through the diverse world of

healing practices that have existed alongside mainstream medicine for centuries. In an age when

integrative health approaches are gaining popularity, understanding the historical context of alternative

medicine is more important than ever. Roberta Bivins, a distinguished historian of medicine, provides

an insightful and nuanced exploration of this rich and often controversial field, shedding light on how

alternative therapies have evolved and intersected with conventional medical knowledge.

Exploring the Roots of Alternative Medicine

Alternative medicine, often referred to as complementary or traditional medicine, encompasses a broad

range of practices and remedies that fall outside the scope of conventional Western medicine. From

herbal remedies and acupuncture to spiritual healing and homeopathy, alternative medicine has a

deep and varied history that reflects cultural beliefs, social structures, and medical knowledge across

centuries.

Roberta Bivins’ work dives into these origins by tracing how alternative medicine has been perceived

and practiced in different historical periods. One key insight from her research is that the boundary

between “alternative” and “mainstream” medicine has always been fluid. What was once considered

fringe or folk healing often influenced, and was influenced by, biomedical developments.

The Historical Context of Healing Traditions

In many ancient cultures, healing was a holistic endeavor that unified body, mind, and spirit. Traditional



Chinese Medicine (TCM), Ayurveda from India, and Indigenous healing systems worldwide exemplify

this interconnected approach. Bivins highlights how colonialism and globalization brought these diverse

traditions into contact with Western medicine, sometimes leading to mutual enrichment and other times

to suppression.

The rise of scientific medicine in the 19th and 20th centuries marked a turning point. Medical

professionalization, technological advancements, and regulatory frameworks began to marginalize

many alternative practices. Yet, as Bivins points out, these therapies never disappeared—they

persisted in communities, often adapting to changing social and medical landscapes.

Roberta Bivins on the Social Dynamics of Alternative Medicine

A central theme in Bivins’ scholarship is the social dimension of alternative medicine. Her historical

analysis reveals how factors such as class, gender, and cultural identity have shaped the acceptance

and use of alternative therapies. For instance, herbalism and midwifery were traditionally associated

with women and rural communities, while homeopathy and naturopathy found appeal among urban

middle classes seeking gentle or natural alternatives to harsh medical interventions.

Alternative Medicine and Gender

Bivins emphasizes that women have played a crucial role in sustaining and transmitting alternative

medical knowledge. During periods when women were excluded from formal medical training, they

often served as healers within families and communities. This dynamic contributed to the rich tapestry

of alternative medicine but also led to tensions with male-dominated medical institutions.

Class and Cultural Perceptions



Alternative medicine has also been a marker of social distinction. In some contexts, choosing natural

or holistic treatments reflected a critique of industrialized medicine and a desire for personalized care.

Bivins explores how these choices often intersected with cultural identities, leading to varying degrees

of legitimacy and stigma.

The Evolution of Alternative Medicine in the Modern Era

The 20th century saw a resurgence of interest in alternative medicine, fueled by a growing skepticism

of pharmaceutical dominance and a renewed interest in wellness and preventive care. Roberta Bivins’

historical perspective helps us understand this revival not as a sudden trend but as part of a long

continuum of medical pluralism.

From Margins to Mainstream

Many alternative practices have gradually entered mainstream healthcare, often under the banner of

complementary and integrative medicine. Techniques such as acupuncture and mindfulness meditation

are now commonly offered alongside conventional treatments in hospitals and clinics. Bivins’ work

underscores how this integration has involved negotiation, adaptation, and sometimes conflict between

different medical paradigms.

Regulation and Evidence-Based Practice

One of the challenges facing alternative medicine today is the demand for scientific validation and

regulatory oversight. Bivins’ historical insights reveal that debates over efficacy and safety are not new

but have been central to the evolving relationship between alternative and conventional medicine.

Understanding this history can inform contemporary discussions about how best to evaluate and

incorporate diverse healing modalities.



Why Understanding the History of Alternative Medicine

Matters

Roberta Bivins’ comprehensive approach to the history of alternative medicine encourages us to

appreciate the complexity behind the label “alternative.” It is not just a set of therapies but a dynamic

field shaped by cultural, social, and scientific forces over time. Recognizing this complexity can help

patients, practitioners, and policymakers navigate the modern healthcare landscape more thoughtfully.

Insights for Patients and Practitioners

For those exploring alternative therapies today, knowing the historical context can provide a deeper

appreciation of their origins and cultural significance. It also highlights the importance of

communication and respect between patients and healthcare providers when discussing treatment

options.

Implications for Healthcare Policy

As alternative medicine becomes more integrated into health systems, policymakers face the challenge

of balancing innovation, safety, and respect for diverse medical traditions. Bivins’ work suggests that

historical awareness can guide more nuanced and effective regulation.

Key Takeaways from Roberta Bivins’ Exploration

Alternative medicine is deeply rooted in cultural and historical contexts that shape its practice

and perception.



Social factors such as gender and class have influenced who practices and uses alternative

therapies.

The relationship between alternative and mainstream medicine is complex and continually

evolving.

Modern integration of alternative medicine requires thoughtful consideration of evidence, safety,

and cultural respect.

Roberta Bivins’ scholarship on alternative medicine a history roberta bivins invites us to rethink

simplistic distinctions between “alternative” and “conventional” medicine. By placing these practices

within their full historical and social context, she opens the door to a richer, more inclusive

understanding of health and healing that resonates strongly with today’s holistic health movements.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Roberta Bivins, the author of 'Alternative Medicine: A History'?

Roberta Bivins is a historian and scholar specializing in the history of medicine, health, and medicine

in cultural contexts. She authored 'Alternative Medicine: A History' to explore the development and

impact of alternative medical practices.

What is the main focus of 'Alternative Medicine: A History' by Roberta

Bivins?

The book focuses on the historical development, cultural significance, and societal impact of alternative

medicine practices from ancient times to the modern era.



How does Roberta Bivins' 'Alternative Medicine: A History'

differentiate between alternative and conventional medicine?

Bivins examines alternative medicine as practices and treatments outside mainstream Western medical

traditions, exploring their origins, adoption, and how they challenge or complement conventional

medicine.

Why is 'Alternative Medicine: A History' by Roberta Bivins relevant

today?

The book provides valuable context for understanding the resurgence and popularity of alternative

medicine in contemporary healthcare, highlighting historical patterns and cultural attitudes toward non-

conventional treatments.

What types of alternative medicine are covered in Roberta Bivins'

book?

The book covers a wide range of alternative medicine practices including herbal remedies,

acupuncture, homeopathy, naturopathy, chiropractic, and other traditional healing systems.

Can 'Alternative Medicine: A History' by Roberta Bivins be used by

healthcare professionals?

Yes, healthcare professionals can use the book to gain historical insights into alternative medicine

practices, helping them understand patient perspectives and the cultural dimensions of healthcare

choices.

Additional Resources

**Alternative Medicine: A History by Roberta Bivins**



alternative medicine a history roberta bivins offers a thorough and well-researched insight into the

evolution of alternative medicine practices throughout history. This exploration by Roberta Bivins

delves into the intricate relationship between traditional healing methods and the rise of modern

medicine, providing a nuanced perspective on how alternative therapies have persisted, transformed,

and influenced healthcare paradigms across centuries. As interest in holistic and non-conventional

treatments surges globally, understanding their historical roots is crucial, and Bivins’s work serves as a

pivotal resource for scholars, practitioners, and curious readers alike.

Exploring the Historical Context of Alternative Medicine

Roberta Bivins’s examination situates alternative medicine within broader socio-cultural and medical

frameworks, highlighting how healing practices outside mainstream Western medicine have developed

and adapted over time. The term "alternative medicine" itself is fraught with ambiguity, often

encompassing a vast array of practices such as herbalism, acupuncture, homeopathy, and spiritual

healing. Bivins’s historical approach reveals that these therapies were not simply fringe or oppositional

but often integrated or coexisted with orthodox medical treatments in various epochs.

Historically, alternative medicine has frequently been marginalized by dominant medical institutions, yet

it has consistently attracted adherents, particularly during periods of medical uncertainty or

dissatisfaction with conventional treatments. Bivins traces these shifts meticulously, demonstrating how

cultural perceptions, scientific discourse, and political factors have influenced the acceptance and

regulation of alternative therapies.

The Evolution of Alternative Healing Practices

Bivins’s narrative begins with ancient civilizations, where healing was deeply intertwined with religion

and natural philosophy. Traditional remedies, often derived from plants, minerals, and ritualistic

practices, formed the backbone of early medicine. For instance, Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)

and Ayurveda represent long-standing systems with comprehensive approaches to health, emphasizing



balance and holistic well-being.

As Western medicine advanced, particularly with the advent of the scientific method in the 17th and

18th centuries, many traditional practices were reclassified as "alternative" or "complementary." This

demarcation was not merely scientific but also ideological, reflecting the rise of biomedicine as a

dominant paradigm. Bivins carefully critiques this binary, arguing that alternative medicine’s

persistence is indicative of ongoing needs unmet by conventional care.

Alternative Medicine in the Modern Era

In the 19th and 20th centuries, alternative medicine experienced both decline and resurgence.

Movements such as homeopathy and naturopathy gained popularity as responses to the sometimes

harsh and invasive nature of contemporary medical treatments. Bivins highlights how these practices

often appealed to patients seeking personalized care and minimal side effects.

The late 20th century marked a significant shift with the emergence of the "complementary and

alternative medicine" (CAM) category, reflecting a growing institutional recognition alongside

skepticism. Bivins explores how global trends, including increased migration and cultural exchange,

have diversified alternative medicine’s presence in Western societies. This period also saw the

establishment of research bodies and regulatory frameworks aimed at assessing the efficacy and

safety of alternative therapies.

Analytical Perspectives on Bivins’s Work

Roberta Bivins adopts a multidisciplinary methodology, combining historical analysis, medical

anthropology, and sociology to unpack the complexities of alternative medicine’s trajectory. One of the

most compelling aspects of her work is the emphasis on power dynamics—how medical authority is

constructed and contested. By contextualizing alternative medicine within these struggles, Bivins

moves beyond simple categorization to reveal a fluid and contested medical landscape.



Her work also critically addresses the role of gender, race, and class in shaping access to and

perceptions of alternative medicine. For example, many traditional healing practices are rooted in

indigenous knowledge systems often marginalized by colonial and postcolonial medical institutions.

Bivins’s historical lens exposes how these factors continue to influence contemporary debates about

legitimacy and cultural appropriation.

Key Features of Alternative Medicine Through History

Holistic Approach: Emphasizes treating the whole person rather than isolated symptoms.

Natural Remedies: Utilizes herbs, minerals, and other natural substances.

Patient-Centered Care: Often involves personalized treatment plans and close practitioner-

patient relationships.

Integration and Resistance: Alternates between being incorporated into mainstream medicine

and resisting scientific scrutiny.

Cultural Embeddedness: Deeply connected to cultural and spiritual beliefs.

Pros and Cons of Alternative Medicine: A Historical Viewpoint

From Bivins’s historical analysis, several advantages and challenges emerge:

Pros:1.



Offers diverse treatment options, especially when conventional medicine falls short.

Promotes preventive care and wellness.

Respects cultural traditions and patient autonomy.

Cons:2.

Inconsistent scientific validation and regulation.

Potential for misuse or delay of effective conventional treatments.

Issues around standardization and quality control.

Implications for Contemporary Healthcare

The historical insights presented by Roberta Bivins have practical relevance today as healthcare

systems increasingly incorporate complementary therapies. Understanding the historical context helps

policymakers, practitioners, and patients navigate the complex landscape of alternative medicine with

greater awareness.

The rise of integrative medicine—combining conventional and alternative approaches—reflects a

broader trend toward patient-centered, holistic care. Bivins’s comprehensive history underscores that



alternative medicine is not merely a relic or a fad but a dynamic and evolving field with deep roots and

significant contemporary implications.

Moreover, the challenges of regulating alternative medicine remain salient. Bivins’s work encourages

ongoing critical evaluation of evidence, cultural sensitivity, and ethical considerations, ensuring that

alternative therapies contribute meaningfully and safely to global health.

In sum, “alternative medicine a history roberta bivins” presents a richly detailed, balanced, and

insightful exploration that is invaluable for anyone seeking to comprehend the past and future

trajectories of alternative healing practices.

Alternative Medicine A History Roberta Bivins

  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Alternative Medicine? Roberta E. Bivins, 2010
What is 'alternative' medicine? is the astonishing popularity of alternative and multicultural
medicine really such a recent development? Bivins unearths the roots of today's distinction between
alternative, complementary and orthodox medicine, and shows how interest in medical alternatives
is a phenomenon with a long history.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Alternative Medicine? Roberta Bivins,
2010-07-22 Walk into the local health food shop or pick up today's paper and the chances are that
you'll see adverts for acupuncture and herbal medicine, hypnotists and homeopaths. Some doctors
and scientists mourn the lost lustre of mainstream medicine and complain about a new breed of
'irrational' consumer. But what exactly is 'alternative' medicine? Is the astonishing popularity of
alternative and multicultural medicine really such a recent development? And, given the success
story of modern biomedical science, why are alternative and traditional treatments now so
fashionable? Has the impersonal chill of high-tech medicine driven consumers into the arms of
charismatic quacks? Or is it the cost of western medicine that makes its competitors look so
attractive? Do patients seek hope, holism, or just the thrill of rebellion? This book seeks answers to
all these questions and more. Comparing the medical systems of China, India, and the west - both
mainstream and alternative - Roberta Bivins shows how medical expertise has migrated from one
culture to another. From acupuncture in Regency England to homeopathy in the 'Wild West', Bivins
unearths the roots of today's distinctions between alternative, complementary, and orthodox
medicine, and shows how popular interest in medical alternatives - often of exotic origin - is a
phenomenon with a long and fascinating pedigree.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Medicine Mark Jackson, 2011-08-25 The Oxford Handbook of the History of Medicine celebrates the
richness and variety of medical history around the world. In recent decades, the history of medicine
has emerged as a rich and mature sub-discipline within history, but the strength of the field has not
precluded vigorous debates about methods, themes, and sources. Bringing together over thirty
international scholars, this handbook provides a constructive overview of the current state of these
debates, and offers new directions for future scholarship. There are three sections: the first explores

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/alternative-medicine-a-history-roberta-bivins.pdf


the methodological challenges and historiographical debates generated by working in particular
historical ages; the second explores the history of medicine in specific regions of the world and their
medical traditions, and includes discussion of the `global history of medicine'; the final section
analyses, from broad chronological and geographical perspectives, both established and emerging
historical themes and methodological debates in the history of medicine.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Alternative Healing in American History
Michael Shally-Jensen, 2019-07-19 This book examines alternative healing practices in American
popular culture. From traditional folk approaches to more recent developments, it discusses the rise
and fall of more than 100 popular approaches to addressing both physical ailments and mental
health needs. Offering insightful accounts of everything from aging prevention to voodoo & Santería,
Alternative Healing in American History: An Encyclopedia from Acupuncture to Yoga situates each
popular approach in the history and culture of health and wellness in America. Moreover, the book
shows that orthodox medicine and unconventional approaches may have more in common than many
people think, because both are subject to the changing nature of the medical understanding and the
strength of their appeal to consumers. While the main focus is on remedies lying outside the medical
mainstream, the book also highlights how many widely accepted therapeutic treatments of the
past—for example, the water cure (hydrotherapy) or lobotomy (psychosurgery)—fell out of favor and
were quickly forgotten. Besides examining popular healing techniques, the book also explores the
changing nature of the medical marketplace and how once-standard treatments (e.g., leeching,
psychoanalysis) have had their ups and downs. The book comprises five chronological sections
covering time periods from pre-1900 to the present.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Coping with Liver Disease Mark Greener,
2013-03-21 Liver disease is the leading cause of death after heart, cancer, stroke and respiratory
disease, and kills more people than diabetes and road deaths combined. But, there is hope. The liver
is a uniquely regenerative organ, and some European countries have dramatically cut liver disease
in recent years. This book looks at lifestyle factors and medical interventions that can help. Topics
include: About the liver and gall bladder; Types of liver disease including hepatitis, cirrhosis,
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFL) and hepatitis; Tests and checks; Treatment including
medication; Diet; Alcohol; 'Cleansing' the liver; Obesity and other lifestyle considerations; Coping
with increased vulnerability to infections.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Medicine, Sport and the Body Neil Carter,
2012-09-27 This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme
and is available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. What role does sports medicine play in today's
society? Is it solely about treating sports injuries? Should it only be concerned with elite sport? This
book provides a history of the relationship between sport, medicine and health from the mid-19th
century to today. It combines the sub-disciplines of the history of medicine and the history of sport
to give a balanced analysis of the role of medicine in sport and how this has evolved over the past
two centuries. In an age where sports medicine plays an increasingly prominent role in both elite
and recreational sport, this book provides a timely and clear analysis of its rise and purpose.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Vaccinating Britain Gareth Millward,
2019-01-29 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND)
open access license. This book is available as an open access ebook under a CC-BY-NC-ND licence.
Vaccinating Britain shows how the British public has played a central role in the development of
vaccination policy since the Second World War. It explores the relationship between the public and
public health through five key vaccines – diphtheria, smallpox, poliomyelitis, whooping cough and
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR). It reveals that while the British public has embraced vaccination as
a safe, effective and cost-efficient form of preventative medicine, demand for vaccination and trust in
the authorities that provide it has ebbed and flowed according to historical circumstances. It is the
first book to offer a long-term perspective on vaccination across different vaccine types. This history
provides context for students and researchers interested in present-day controversies surrounding
public health immunisation programmes. Historians of the post-war British welfare state will find



valuable insight into changing public attitudes towards institutions of government and vice versa.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Contagious Communities Roberta Bivins,
2015-09-24 It was only a coincidence that the NHS and the Empire Windrush (a ship carrying 492
migrants from Britain's West Indian colonies) arrived together. On 22 June 1948, as the ship's
passengers disembarked, frantic preparations were already underway for 5 July, the Appointed Day
when the nation's new National Health Service would first open its doors. The relationship between
immigration and the NHS rapidly attained - and has enduringly retained - notable political and
cultural significance. Both the Appointed Day and the post-war arrival of colonial and
Commonwealth immigrants heralded transformative change. Together, they reshaped daily life in
Britain and notions of 'Britishness' alike. Yet the reciprocal impacts of post-war immigration and
medicine in post-war Britain have yet to be explored. Contagious Communities casts new light on a
period which is beginning to attract significant historical interest. Roberta Bivins draws attention to
the importance - but also the limitations - of medical knowledge, approaches, and professionals in
mediating post-war British responses to race, ethnicity, and the emergence of new and distinctive
ethnic communities. By presenting a wealth of newly available or previously ignored archival
evidence, she interrogates and re-balances the political history of Britain's response to New
Commonwealth immigration. Contagious Communities uses a set of linked case-studies to map the
persistence of 'race' in British culture and medicine alike; the limits of belonging in a multi-ethnic
welfare state; and the emergence of new and resolutely 'unimagined' communities of patients,
researchers, clinicians, policy-makers, and citizens within the medical state and its global contact
zones.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Vernacular Medicine in Colonial India
Shinjini Das, 2019-03-14 Interrelated histories of colonial medicine, market and family reveal how
Western homeopathy was translated and made vernacular in colonial India.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Medicalising borders Sevasti Trubeta,
Christian Promitzer, Paul Weindling, 2021-05-11 The research of pandemics, epidemics, and
pathogens like COVID-19 reaches far beyond the scope of biomedicine. It is not only an objective for
the health, political and social sciences, but epidemics and pandemics are a matter of geography:
foci and vectors of communicable diseases continue to test the efficacy of medical control at state
borders. This volume illuminates these issues from various disciplinary viewpoints. It starts by
exploring historical models of quarantine, spatial isolation and detention as precautionary means
against the dissemination of disease and contagion by border crossers, migrants and refugees.
Besides the patterns of prejudice with which these groups are confronted, the book also deals with
various kinds of fear of contamination from outside of the nation state. The contributors address the
implementation of medical techniques at state borders in the twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, as well as the presently practiced measures of medical and biometric screening of
migrants and refugees. Uniquely, this volume shows that the current border security regimes of
Western states exhibit a high share of medicalised techniques of power, which originate both in
European modernity and in the medical and biological disciplines developed during the last quarter
of the millennium. Drawing on the collective expertise of a network of international researchers, this
interdisciplinary volume is essential reading for those wishing to understand the medicalisation of
borders across the globe, from the early eighteenth century up to the present day.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Therapy, Spirituality, and East Asian
Imaginaries Ioannis Gaitanidis, Luis Fernando Bernardi Junqueira, Avery Morrow, Sang-yun Han,
2025-10-01 In the context of modern global exchanges, an imagined and essentialised notion of ‘East
Asia’ has served as both a source of inspiration and a catalyst for new connections, extending
beyond the geographic boundaries of China, Japan, and Korea. This volume explores the global
circulation of practices, technologies, and ideas identified as ‘East Asian’ in alternative therapies
and spiritual practices since the 1970s. Case studies range from the incorporation of traditional
Chinese medicine into Brazilian naturopathy to self-development seminars promoting Korean
national identity. Rather than focusing on questions of authenticity, the book uniquely interrogates



how and why the cultures of China, Japan, and Korea have been invoked over the last fifty years to
promote specific therapeutic, spiritual, and political agendas worldwide.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Cultures in Motion Daniel T. Rodgers, Bhavani
Raman, Helmut Reimitz, 2017-05-09 In the wide-ranging and innovative essays of Cultures in
Motion, a dozen distinguished historians offer new conceptual vocabularies for understanding how
cultures have trespassed across geography and social space. From the transformations of the
meanings and practices of charity during late antiquity and the transit of medical knowledge
between early modern China and Europe, to the fusion of Irish and African dance forms in early
nineteenth-century New York, these essays follow a wide array of cultural practices through the lens
of motion, translation, itinerancy, and exchange, extending the insights of transnational and
translocal history. Cultures in Motion challenges the premise of fixed, stable cultural systems by
showing that cultural practices have always been moving, crossing borders and locations with often
surprising effect. The essays offer striking examples from early to modern times of intrusion,
translation, resistance, and adaptation. These are histories where nothing--dance rhythms,
alchemical formulas, musical practices, feminist aspirations, sewing machines, streamlined metals,
or labor networks--remains stationary. In addition to the editors, the contributors are Celia
Applegate, Peter Brown, Harold Cook, April Masten, Mae Ngai, Jocelyn Olcott, Mimi Sheller, Pamela
Smith, and Nira Wickramasinghe.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Spirituality and Religion Within the
Culture of Medicine Dr Michael Balboni, Dr John Peteet, 2017-05-10 Spirituality and Religion
Within the Culture of Medicine addresses the need to better understand the broad relevance of
religion and spirituality to the culture of medicine. The authors focus on the critical need to establish
evidence-based recommendations for clinicians of various specialties who engage in the spiritual
dimension of practice.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Medicine, Madness and Social History R.
Bivins, J. Pickstone, 2007-06-15 Written in honour of eminent historian Roy Porter by twenty of his
colleagues and students, the collection renders cutting edge scholarship accessible. Historians from
the three fields that Porter made his own - the histories of medicine, madness, and the
Enlightenment - illustrate his influence while tackling major themes ranging from disability rights to
the popularization of science. In their accounts, artisan gardeners jostle with anarchists, dentists,
and hypnotists in a lively, and very Porterian, parade.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Healing with water Jane M. Adams,
2015-05-01 Healing with water provides a medical and social history of English spas and
hydropathic centres from the early nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries. It argues that demand
for healing rather than leisure drove the growth of a number of inland resorts which became
renowned for expertise and treatment facilities. These aspects were actively marketed to doctors
and patients. It assesses the influence of these centres on broader patterns of resort development,
leisure and sociability in Britain. The study explores ideas about water’s healing potential and the
varied ways it was used to maintain good health and treat a variety of illnesses. Water cures were
endorsed by both orthodox and unorthodox practitioners and attracted growing numbers of patients
into the twentieth century. It examines how institutions and skilled workers shaped the development
of specialist resorts and considers why the NHS support for spa treatment declined from the 1960s.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: The Sounds of Furious Living Matthew Kelly,
2023-10-13 Four decades have passed since reports of a mysterious “gay cancer” first appeared in
US newspapers. In the ensuing years, the pandemic that would come to be called AIDS changed the
world in innumerable ways. It also gave rise to one of the late twentieth century’s largest
health-based empowerment movements. Scholars across diverse traditions have documented the
rise of the AIDS activist movement, chronicling the impassioned echoes of protestors who took to the
streets to demand “drugs into bodies.” And yet not all activism creates echoes. Included among the
ranks of 1980s and 1990s-era AIDS activists were individuals whose expressions of empowerment
differed markedly from those demanding open access to mainstream pharmaceutical agents. Largely



forgotten today, this activist tradition was comprised of individuals who embraced unorthodox
approaches for conceptualizing and treating their condition. Rejecting biomedical expertise, they
shared alternative clinical paradigms, created underground networks for distributing unorthodox
nostrums, and endorsed etiological models that challenged the association between HIV and AIDS.
The theatre of their protests was not the streets of New York City’s Greenwich Village but rather
their bodies. And their language was not the riotous chants of public demonstration but the
often-invisible embrace of contrarian systems for defining and treating their disease. The Sounds of
Furious Living seeks to understand the AIDS activist tradition, identifying the historical currents out
of which it arose. Embracing a patient-centered, social historical lens, it traces historic shifts in
popular understanding of health and perceptions of biomedicine through the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries to explain the lasting appeal of unorthodox health activism into the modern era.
In asking how unorthodox health activism flourished during the twentieth century’s last major
pandemic, Kelly also seeks to inform our understanding of resistance to biomedical authority in the
setting of the twenty-first century’s first major pandemic: COVID-19. As a deeply researched portrait
of distrust and disenchantment, The Sounds of Furious Living helps explain the persistence of
movements that challenge biomedicine’s authority well into a century marked by biomedical
innovation, while simultaneously posing important questions regarding the meaning and metrics of
patient empowerment in clinical practice.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: In Pursuit of Healthy Environments Esa
Ruuskanen, Heini Hakosalo, 2020-11-12 In Pursuit of Healthy Environments brings temporal depth
to a highly topical issue, the interaction between health and the environment. By means of a rich set
of historical case studies from Americas to Europe and from the tropics to the Arctic, the volume
demonstrates that the concern for creating and finding healthy environments is not a new one,
shows how the link between the environment and health has been perceived at different times and in
different cultures, and discusses the practical implications of these conceptualizations. The book
written by scholars from architecture, cultural anthropology, history, Indigenous Studies, media
studies and sociology will be of interest to a reader interested in the historical roots of present
health-related environmental issues. It discusses the spatiality and materiality of the conceptions of
health and the practices of nurture in colonial and post-colonial environments and shows how
greatly indigenous and colonial mindsets have differed during the last 300 years. It also investigates
how certain environments have become labelled as healthy and life-preserving while others
stigmatized by death and disease and how fluctuating these notions can be. Finally, it analyses the
materialities and immaterialities, as well as the transgenerational and transboundary characters of
environmental and medical knowledge.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: History of Medicine Jacalyn Duffin,
2021-06-29 Jacalyn Duffin's History of Medicine is one of the leading texts used to teach the history
of the medical profession. Emphasizing broad concepts rather than names and dates, it has also
been widely appreciated by general readers for more than twenty years. Based on sound scholarship
and meticulous research, History of Medicine incorporates pithy examples from a range of periods
and places and is infused with the author’s characteristic wit. The third edition has been completely
revised to highlight new scholarship on the past and incorporate significant medical events of the
most recent decade – including new technologies, drug shortages, medical assistance in dying, and
recent outbreaks of infectious diseases such as Ebola, H1N1, Zika, and COVID-19. The book is
organized around themes of scientific and clinical interest, such as anatomy, physiology,
pharmacology, surgery, obstetrics, medical education, health-care delivery, and public health. It
includes a chapter on how to approach research in medical history, updated with new resources.
History of Medicine is sensitive to the power of historical research to inform current health-care
practice and enhance cultural understanding.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Coping with Thyroid Disease Mark
Greener, 2014-07-17 Frequently misdiagnosed or overlooked, thyroid disease can be subtle and
insidious, accounting for a range of symptoms including depression, fatigue, weight gain, insomnia,



dry skin and thinning hair. Yet, once correctly diagnosed, it is very treatable. This book explains the
thyroid's role as a powerhouse for the whole body, and why it's important to support conventional
treatments with holistic measures.
  alternative medicine a history roberta bivins: Critical Approaches to the History of Western
Herbal Medicine Anne Stobart, Susan Francia, 2014-04-24 Provides new ideas to address today's
global development challenges, evaluating past experience and exploring answers for the future.
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