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What Questions to Ask Divorce Lawyer on First Consultation: A Guide to Navigating Your Initial Meeting

what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation is often the first and most important step when
you are considering ending your marriage. This initial meeting can feel overwhelming, especially if
you’re unsure about what to discuss or how to get the most out of your time with a legal professional.
Knowing which questions to ask can not only clarify your situation but also help you gauge whether a
particular lawyer is the right fit for your needs.

Divorce can be complicated, involving emotional, financial, and legal challenges. Asking the right questions
during your first consultation can set the foundation for a smoother process and ensure you’re well-
informed about your rights, options, and what to expect moving forward.

Why Preparing Questions for Your Divorce Lawyer Matters

Many people walk into a divorce consultation with only a vague idea of what they want to know. But
being prepared with targeted questions can save you time, reduce stress, and empower you to make better
decisions. Your lawyer can only help you effectively if they fully understand your circumstances and
concerns.

Additionally, since divorce lawyers often charge by the hour, using your consultation effectively can be
financially beneficial. You want to come away from the meeting with clear next steps, a grasp of the
potential outcomes, and a sense of confidence in your legal representation.

Essential Questions to Ask Divorce Lawyer on First Consultation

Below are some crucial questions that will help you gather relevant information, assess your lawyer’s
expertise, and understand the divorce process better.

Understanding the Lawyer's Experience and Approach

Before diving into the specifics of your case, it’s important to know who you’re entrusting with your legal
matters. Ask:



How long have you been practicing family law? Experience can greatly influence how efficiently
your case is handled.

Have you handled cases similar to mine? Every divorce is unique, and a lawyer familiar with your
particular situation—whether it involves child custody, high net worth, or complex property
division—can be invaluable.

What is your approach to divorce cases? Are you more collaborative or aggressive? Understanding
their style can help you decide if it matches what you want.

Clarifying the Legal Process and Timeline

Divorce procedures vary by state and individual circumstances, so gaining clarity on what lies ahead is
essential.

What steps will the divorce process involve? Ask for a breakdown of the stages from filing to final
decree.

How long does a typical divorce case take in this jurisdiction? Timing depends on court schedules,
complexity, and cooperation between parties.

Are there alternative dispute resolution options like mediation or collaborative divorce? These
methods can sometimes save time and reduce conflict.

Discussing Child Custody and Support

If children are involved, this is often one of the most sensitive and important aspects.

How is child custody determined in this state? Understanding what factors the court considers helps
you prepare your case.

What types of custody arrangements are possible? Physical custody, legal custody, joint
custody—each has different implications.



How is child support calculated? Knowing the formulas and guidelines can give you realistic
expectations.

Talking About Property Division and Finances

Dividing assets and debts can be a complex process, so it’s crucial to get professional guidance early on.

What property is considered marital versus separate? This distinction affects what is subject to
division.

How is property divided during divorce? Some states use equitable distribution, others community
property rules.

What financial documents should I prepare? Transparency is key to fair division.

How will debts be handled? Knowing who is responsible for shared and individual debts is
important.

Understanding Fees, Costs, and Billing Structure

Money matters are always a concern during divorce. Being upfront about costs helps avoid surprises.

What is your fee structure? Do you charge hourly, flat fee, or retainer?

Are there additional costs I should expect (court fees, expert witnesses, etc.)?

Can you provide an estimate of the total cost based on my case? While not exact, a ballpark figure
helps with budgeting.

What payment methods do you accept? and Are payment plans available?



Assessing Communication and Case Management

Good communication is critical during divorce proceedings.

Who will handle my case directly—you or another attorney? Some firms delegate work to junior
lawyers or paralegals.

What is your preferred method of communication (email, phone, in-person)?

How often can I expect updates on my case? Knowing this helps set expectations and reduces
anxiety.

What is your typical response time to client inquiries?

Additional Insight: Tailoring Questions to Your Unique Situation

Every divorce is different, so you might have specific questions depending on your circumstances. For
example:

- If you or your spouse owns a business, you might want to ask about valuing and dividing business assets.
- For spouses with international ties or assets, questions about jurisdiction and international law are
important.
- If domestic violence or abuse is a factor, ask about protective orders and safety measures during the
process.

Bringing a list of personal concerns and financial records can make the consultation more productive. Don’t
hesitate to be candid about your fears and priorities—your lawyer is there to advocate for you.

How to Make the Most of Your First Divorce Lawyer
Consultation

Before you walk into the meeting, spend some time organizing your thoughts, documents, and goals.
Write down:

- A brief timeline of your marriage and reasons for divorce



- A list of assets, debts, income, and expenses
- Information about children and any custody concerns
- Specific questions you want answered (use the list above as a guide)

During the consultation, take notes and ask for clarification if legal jargon confuses you. Remember, this is
your chance to evaluate whether the lawyer’s style and expertise align with your needs. Trust and
communication are as important as legal skill.

Finally, don’t feel pressured to hire immediately. It’s perfectly acceptable to meet with multiple lawyers
before making a decision. Comparing responses to your questions can help you choose the best advocate for
your case.

Nurturing a collaborative relationship with your divorce lawyer starts with asking the right questions on
day one. It sets the tone for transparency, understanding, and strategic planning—helping you navigate one
of life’s most challenging transitions with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I bring to my first consultation with a divorce lawyer?
You should bring any relevant documents such as marriage certificates, financial records, information about
assets and debts, any prenuptial agreements, and a list of questions or concerns you have about the divorce
process.

How do I ask about the lawyer’s experience with cases like mine?
You can ask, 'Can you tell me about your experience handling divorce cases similar to mine, especially
regarding custody, property division, or alimony?'

What questions should I ask about the lawyer’s fees and billing structure?
Ask about their fee structure by saying, 'How do you charge for your services—hourly, flat fee, or
contingency? Are there any additional costs I should be aware of?'

How can I inquire about the expected timeline for my divorce case?
You can ask, 'Based on your experience, how long do you expect my divorce process to take, considering
my situation?'



What questions help determine the lawyer’s communication style?
Ask, 'How often will you update me on my case, and what is the best way to reach you if I have questions
or concerns?'

How do I ask about strategies for child custody if applicable?
You might ask, 'What is your approach to handling child custody cases, and how can we work to ensure
the best outcome for my children?'

What should I ask about alternative dispute resolution options?
Inquire by asking, 'Do you recommend mediation or collaborative divorce for my case, and what are the
benefits or drawbacks of these options?'

How can I gauge the lawyer’s approach to negotiation or litigation?
Ask, 'Do you prefer to negotiate settlements or take cases to court, and how do you decide the best approach
for your clients?'

What questions help clarify the next steps after the consultation?
You can ask, 'If I decide to proceed, what are the immediate next steps, and what should I prepare or
expect moving forward?'

Additional Resources
**What Questions to Ask Divorce Lawyer on First Consultation: A Professional Guide**

what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation is a critical consideration for anyone navigating
the complexities of ending a marriage. The initial meeting with a divorce attorney sets the tone for the
entire legal process, making it essential to ask the right questions to establish clear expectations, understand
your rights, and evaluate the lawyer’s expertise. Whether you are facing a contested divorce, seeking
custody arrangements, or managing asset division, knowing what to inquire can empower you to make
informed decisions during a stressful time.

Navigating divorce law requires not only legal knowledge but also an understanding of personal
circumstances. This article explores the key questions to ask divorce lawyers, the nuances behind these
inquiries, and how they can shape your experience during consultation and beyond.



Understanding the Importance of the First Consultation

The first consultation with a divorce lawyer serves multiple purposes: it is an opportunity for you to share
your situation, assess the lawyer’s qualifications, and discuss potential strategies. Many law firms offer initial
meetings that are either free or low-cost, which makes it a valuable moment for clients to gather
information without immediate commitment. Asking the right questions during this session can help
clarify the divorce process, legal options, expected timelines, and financial implications.

A well-prepared client who knows what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation is better
positioned to choose the right legal representation. This preparation reduces uncertainty and anxiety,
ensuring that the lawyer-client relationship starts on a foundation of trust and transparency.

Key Questions to Ask Divorce Lawyer on First Consultation

1. What Is Your Experience with Divorce Cases Similar to Mine?

Understanding a lawyer’s experience is paramount. Divorce law can vary widely depending on
jurisdiction, the complexity of assets, child custody arrangements, and whether the divorce is contested or
amicable. Asking about their track record with cases similar to yours helps determine if the lawyer is a
good fit.

For example, if your divorce involves high net-worth asset division, you might want a lawyer with
expertise in financial matters. Conversely, if child custody is the primary concern, a lawyer experienced in
family law and mediation could be more suitable.

2. How Do You Charge for Your Services?

Legal fees can quickly become a major concern. Divorce attorneys typically charge in one of three ways:
hourly rates, flat fees, or retainers. It is crucial to understand how the billing works, what services are
included, and whether there may be additional costs such as court fees or expert witness charges.

Clarifying payment structures upfront helps prevent surprises and allows you to budget effectively. Some
lawyers may also offer payment plans or sliding scale fees based on income, which can be an important
consideration.



3. What Is the Expected Timeline for My Divorce?

Divorce proceedings can range from a few months to several years, depending on complexity and
cooperation between parties. Asking about the expected duration provides realistic expectations. Lawyers
can explain typical timelines for document filing, negotiation phases, court hearings, and finalizing
agreements.

Knowing the timeline also helps in planning personal and financial matters. For instance, if the divorce is
likely to be prolonged, you might need to prepare for extended emotional and monetary costs.

4. How Will Child Custody and Support Be Handled?

If children are involved, this question becomes one of the most sensitive and critical. A divorce lawyer
should be able to explain the legal standards used by courts to determine custody and visitation, as well as
how child support is calculated.

Understanding the approach to parenting plans and enforcement of support orders can provide reassurance.
Some attorneys specialize in collaborative law or mediation, which might be preferable for co-parenting
arrangements.

5. What Are My Rights Regarding Property and Asset Division?

Dividing marital assets is often a contentious issue. Depending on the state or country, laws may follow
community property or equitable distribution principles. It’s important to ask how assets such as real estate,
retirement funds, and debts will be divided.

A knowledgeable lawyer can also advise on protecting your interests regarding hidden assets or complex
financial portfolios. This question sheds light on potential negotiations and legal strategies.

6. What Are the Chances of Settlement Versus Going to Trial?

Most divorces are settled out of court, but some cases inevitably proceed to trial. Discussing the likelihood of
achieving a settlement helps set expectations about the level of conflict, costs, and duration.

An attorney’s negotiation skills and willingness to pursue alternative dispute resolution methods, like
mediation or arbitration, can influence this outcome. Clients should understand the pros and cons of each
approach.



7. How Will You Communicate with Me Throughout the Process?

Clear and consistent communication is vital in any legal matter. Ask how often you can expect updates, the
preferred modes of communication (phone, email, in-person), and who will be your primary contact
within the lawyer’s office.

This question also reveals the lawyer’s client management style and responsiveness, which can impact
your overall experience.

8. Can You Provide References or Client Testimonials?

While confidentiality often limits detailed disclosures, many attorneys can supply general references or
testimonials from previous clients. This feedback can offer insights into the lawyer’s professionalism,
effectiveness, and empathy.

Checking reviews on third-party websites or legal directories can complement this information, giving you
a broader perspective.

Additional Considerations for a Productive Consultation

Beyond the core questions, preparing relevant documents such as marriage certificates, financial statements,
previous legal agreements, and any communication with your spouse can facilitate a more thorough
discussion. Bringing a list of concerns or objectives ensures that you cover all important topics.

It is also advisable to observe the lawyer’s demeanor and whether they seem genuinely interested in your
case. A divorce lawyer’s empathy and understanding can be as important as their legal expertise, especially
during emotionally charged proceedings.

Comparing Divorce Lawyers: Making the Right Choice

When interviewing multiple lawyers, comparing answers to the same questions can highlight differences
in expertise, fees, and approach. Some attorneys may emphasize aggressive litigation, while others
prioritize amicable settlements. Understanding these distinctions helps align your choice with your
personal goals.

For example, a study by the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers found that client satisfaction
often correlates with clear communication and realistic expectations. Therefore, lawyers who provide



transparent answers during the first consultation are generally more reliable.

The Role of Legal Strategy in Divorce Outcomes

The initial consultation is also an opportunity to explore potential strategies. Depending on your
circumstances, the lawyer might suggest collaborative divorce, mediation, or traditional adversarial
litigation. Each approach has different implications for cost, privacy, and emotional impact.

Discussing these options early helps you prepare mentally and financially, and ensures that the lawyer’s
strategy aligns with your priorities.

---

Selecting a divorce lawyer is a significant decision that can influence the trajectory of your case and your
post-divorce life. By focusing on what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation, you empower
yourself with knowledge and clarity. This proactive approach not only facilitates better communication but
also fosters a partnership grounded in mutual understanding and trust. The first consultation is more than
just a meeting—it is the foundation upon which your future legal journey will be built.

What Questions To Ask Divorce Lawyer On First Consultation

  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: What Your Divorce Lawyer May
Not Tell You Margery Rubin, 2009-08-04 The 125 Questions every woman must ask! Helping readers
to make rational decisions in an irrational time, this expert guide takes women through the practical
issues of divorce—especially the things their lawyer may not reveal. When it comes to divorce, what
you don’t know CAN hurt you…and sometimes, women need more than just a lawyer’s advice to help
them through this complicated and confusing time. That’s why divorce consultant Margery Rubin
has created What Your Divorce Lawyer May Not Tell You, a unique guide for the woman working to
stay afloat during one of the most difficult times of her life. Learn: • How to select the right lawyer
and negotiate a price you can afford. • Why waiting to consult an attorney—even if you’re not sure
you’re going to file for divorce—can be a costly mistake. • Where to look for important financial
information that your spouse might be hiding. • How to build in “safeguards” to your custody
agreement to prevent costly court battles later on. Packed with the author’s expertise—gained first
during the breakup of her own marriage to a top divorce attorney, and then as the founder of
DivorceSource, a consulting firm dedicated to advising women on how to navigate divorce
proceedings—this book gives women invaluable, step-by-step advice on everything they need to
survive their marriage’s end…and get on with the rest of their lives.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: What Every Woman Should
Know About Divorce and Custody (Rev) Gayle Rosenwald Smith J.D., Sally Abrahms, 2007-07-03
Women are still discovering-the hard way-just how difficult and unpredictable child custody cases
can be. The first and most comprehensive book of its kind, this is a complete insider's guide filled
with crucial advice from judges, lawyers, therapists, and mothers who have experienced this
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challenging legal process. It is designed for women at every stage of divorce and covers a wide
range of legal strategies, as well as financial and psychological issues. This updated edition
describes how to use technology advantageously and pitfalls to avoid, as well as changes in
interstate custody laws and essential topics such as: - Choosing a lawyer - What to expect before and
in court - Blended families - Domestic violence risk factors for women - What makes a custody
agreement good or bad - Dealing with your emotions - Parental kidnapping cases - An appendix of
recommended reading
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: MoneySmart Divorce Esther
M. Berger, 1996 Over one million marriages will end in divorce this year. Over one million women
will not live happily ever after. They will, even by conservative estimates, suffer a 24 percent
decrease in living standards while their ex-husbands' fortunes drop by 5 percent at most. Divorce
hurts. But it hurts women a lot more than men. Especially from a financial perspective. The
emotional and financial dynamics of divorce are unlike those of any other life transition. Never do
money and emotions intersect more painfully than during and immediately following divorce. At no
other times are a woman's net worth and her self-worth so completely intertwined. During divorce
negotiations, money becomes a symbol of all that has gone wrong in the marriage. Fear, pain, anger,
and guilt all culminate in arguments about money. Money becomes a reward for whoever succeeds
at the emotional bartering game. But the emotional wear and tear of divorce often prevents women
from making moneysmart decisions that will affect the rest of their lives. Now Esther M. Berger, a
Beverly Hills certified financial planner, offers women at every income level the critical information
they need to know before, during, and after divorce. With advice on everything from making the first
phone call to an attorney to negotiating alimony and child support to living on a post-divorce budget,
MoneySmart Divorce helps you move beyond the emotional turmoil and confusion to discover that
there is life after divorce. MoneySmart Divorce teaches women which professional advisors you need
- and how to find them; how to separate your emotions from your money during difficult financial
negotiations; how to avoid classic Divorce Dirty Tricks; how to use the Two C's and Two D's to
negotiate a moneysmart settlement; and how to formulate your own financial plan and make
investment decisions that work for you. The cost of divorce is incredibly high, in both financial and
psychological terms. MoneySmart Divorce helps you acknowledge and confront the pain of divorce
while at the same time providing the necessary tools for moving forward and taking control of your
own financial life.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All
Rights Reserved
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Louisiana Family Law Guide
Rue, Stephen, 2004
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Money and Divorce James J.
Gross, Michael F. Callahan, 2006 Written by two experts in divorce planning, this book arms readers
with the knowledge and tools they need to make it through a divorce with their financial skins intact.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce After 50 Janice Green,
2025-01-01 Legal information and practical advice for older Americans going through a divorce. The
legal, financial, and emotional challenges they face are different from those that apply to younger
divorcees. Divorce After 50 is the only book around that addresses legal and financial concerns for
this age group. Attorney Janice L. Green practiced family law for more than 40 years. Her
credentials include: Board Certified in Family Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization, a
Fellow in the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, named to Best Lawyers in America, and a
Texas Monthly Super Lawyer.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: The Everything Guide to
Divorce Milinda J Reed, 2009-01-17 The decision to divorce is never an easy one. This completely
revised and updated second edition prepares readers for the challenges that lie ahead. Attorney
Milinda J. Reed gives readers an advantage in the courtroom and prepares them for their new life.
Readers will gain information and advice to help them: Determine if divorce is the right course of
action; Choose whether or not to hire a lawyer; Manage custody issues; Handle pretrial stages and



hearings; Interpret and execute the judge’s ruling; and more. This informative guide, written in
plain, understandable language, unravels and simplifies this complicated process so readers can get
through it - with their sanity intact. This edition also includes completely new material on:
considering a separation before deciding to divorce; whether one needs a lawyer (includes tips for
representing yourself); custody and visitation, child support and spousal maintenance, and preparing
for and getting through the trial; special cases (domestic violence, mental health issues, etc.); and
the emotions of divorce and how to deal with them.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Not Your Mother's Divorce Kay
Moffett, Sarah Touborg, 2010-03-24 No matter what your age, divorce is one of life’s greatest
challenges. But while your parents, friends, and lawyers may be chock-full of advice, the truth is that
young women who divorce today face a brand-new set of issues and possibilities far removed from
those of women a generation before. If you’re looking for a fresh, empowering, and thoroughly
modern guide to starting this new chapter of your life, Not Your Mother’s Divorce offers the ultimate
roadmap—from wading through legal jargon to getting back into society—as told by your best
girlfriends who’ve been there. Based on the experiences of more than thirty women who divorced in
their twenties and thirties without children, Not Your Mother’s Divorce offers camaraderie and
practical counsel on: Breaking the news to family and friends Coping with sudden singledom—from
living arrangements to changing your name Protecting yourself financially and dividing your assets
Legalese 101—making the legal process work for you Reentering the dating scene How to handle
encounters with your ex Warm and insightful, Not Your Mother’s Divorce gives you the tools to find
your way through this difficult time—and emerge a stronger, wiser, happier you.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce in California Debra
Schoenberg, Jennifer Knops, 2013-06-01 Providing accurate and objective information to help make
the right decisions during a divorce in California, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as
What is the mediation process in California and is it required? How quickly can one get a divorce?
Who decides who gets the cars, the pets, and the house? What actions might influence child
custody? How are bills divided and paid during the divorce? How much will a divorce cost? and Will
a spouse have to pay some or all attorney fees? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this
divorce handbook provides clear and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace
of mind needed to meet the challenges of a divorce proceeding.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce For Dummies John
Ventura, Mary Reed, 1998-05-04 Dispenses useful, timely advice to people at all stages of divorce.
—Diana Shepherd, Divorce magazine What to do, where to go, who to trust! Break up without
breaking the bank Are you wondering how to serve divorce papers? Afraid you’ll have to sell your
house just to cover legal costs? Heading for trial? Let this friendly guide take some of the grief out of
your ordeal. Filled with sound, practical advice, it shows you how you can work out the terms of your
divorce agreement without losing your shirt – or your mind! Praise for Divorce For Dummies Reed
and Ventura walk us through some of the toughest decisions many of us will ever make – with
sensitivity and expert advice. — Ellen G. Sanchez, MEd, family life educator Discover how to Assess
whether you’re ready for divorce Understand your legal rights Cut costs by negotiating terms
yourself Work with an attorney Avoid going to trial Help your kids get through it
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce Bootcamp for Low- and
Moderate-Income Women (6th Edition) Anna T. Merrill, Esq., 2018-12-16 According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the average woman's family income drops by 37% after divorce. Do you know what
assets or how much alimony or child support you are entitled to receive? Has your spouse
threatened to leave you penniless? Have you spoken to an attorney and gotten sticker-shock? Do you
earn too much money to qualify for free legal aid? This book was written to help the low- and
moderate-income women the legal system has abandoned by walking a hypothetical self-represented
woman step-by-step through the divorce process, including: -- How to prepare financially to stand on
your own two feet; -- What the court can, and cannot do for you; -- 'Legwork' that can save you
money on legal fees and help you get a better outcome; -- How much child support and alimony you



might be entitled to receive; -- Custody disputes … 'fatal flaws' and how you can fix them. -- How to
show a judge that your spouse is lying about their assets and income; -- What property you are
entitled to receive … and should ask for; -- Ways vindictive ex-spouses can hide money … and how to
prove they are lying; -- Real life dirty tricks, traps, and pitfalls highlighted so you can avoid them; --
How to find a good attorney (if you can afford one), save money on legal fees, or combine “a la
carte” legal advice with your own efforts if you can't afford to hire a full-service attorney; --
Mediation and court-connected Alternative Dispute Resolution … benefits and pitfalls; -- How to dig
up information your spouse doesn't want you to know (discovery) like an attorney; -- Common court
forms and how to fill them out; -- Separation Agreements dissected and clarified; including two blank
fill-in-the form boilerplates which you can download and use in your own divorce; -- Sample
discovery requests and motions – we’ll dissect each motion and show what information you can use
it to get; -- Sample hearing scripts for common court hearings (including Restraining Order
hearings, Temporary Order hearings, Custody Dispute hearings, Contempt hearings, and parts of a
mock-Trial); -- Restraining orders … how to get one … how to keep one; Filled with helpful examples
of common court forms and legal pleadings, this book will introduce you to everything you NEVER
wanted to know about divorce … but need to come up to speed … FAST!!! This is the only self-help
legal book written by a woman who was once in your shoes who later went back to school to become
an attorney! BONUS: links to download, edit and print blank Separation Agreement forms. The 6th
Edition has been completely updated with the latest case law, including ways to sensitively handle a
Christian divorce, caveats regarding same-sex couple custody disputes post-Obergefell, and a
completely rewritten Separation Agreement chapter with suggested clauses for unusual situations
such as extraordinary school fees, private school or homeschooling. Book 1 of the Divorce Bootcamp
Self-Help Legal series . KIRKUS: “A solid, informative self-help divorce guide. This
exhaustive…guide covers a range of topics related to contested and uncontested divorces, including
how to gather documentation of assets, estimate child support and alimony, and even, if necessary,
obtain restraining orders. She discusses many topics related to asset division and child custody,
including marital debt and visitation rights. The book is aimed at the broadest possible audience, but
also discusses variations in state laws.” (Review of the 5th Edition). . Legal Disclaimer: This book is
not meant to constitute legal advice. The author is licensed to practice law in Massachusetts. Links
have been provided to direct women to their local court resources in all 50 states, but the court
forms, case histories and property division examples used are loosely based upon Massachusetts
examples. This book is NOT a replacement for consultation with a licensed local attorney.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorcing Melvin M. Belli, Mel
Krantzler, Melvin Belli, 1990-01-15 This groundbreaking book gives comprehensive legal advice,
from finding the right attorney to finances, property, mediation, custody and visitation. Dr. Krantzer
offers encouraging, healing strategies to cope with the emotional turmoil of being single again.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce in Illinois Steven N.
Peskind, 2019-06-10 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right decisions
during a divorce in Illinois, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as: What is the
mediation process in Illinois and is it required? How quickly can one get a divorce? Who decides who
gets the cars, the pets, and the house? What actions might influence child custody? How are bills
divided and paid during the divorce? How much will a divorce cost? Will a spouse have to pay some
or all attorney fees? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce handbook provides
clear and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind needed to meet the
challenges of a divorce proceeding.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: How to Survive and Prosper
After a Financial Misfortune Tracy Alexandra Carr, 2011 Every year, it is estimated by the U.S.
Census Bureau that more than 700,000 people file for bankruptcy. Another 1-2 million must deal
with foreclosure, repossession, or eviction. These financial misfortunes can take a toll, but you do
not have to let them ruin your life. How to Survive and Prosper After a Financial Misfortune will help
you make the financial and personal decisions necessary to rebuild your life and come out on the



other side. You will learn how to start rebuilding your credit immediately, how to shuck the social
stigma associated with filing for bankruptcy, and what your rights are coming out of a repossession
or eviction. You will learn the housing options available after you file for foreclosure and how to
negotiate with the bank to make the process less damaging. You will learn the different ways you
can overcome the black marks on your record, find a new home, and acquire hard-to-find financial
assistance. This book also contains advice from experts in debt management and bankruptcy law to
provide a comprehensive perspective of financial hardships. Dozens of interviews were conducted
with experts in the field of debt management, bankruptcy law, and social work in the hopes of
providing a comprehensive perspective of what millions of individuals have gone through before you
and how they managed to survive the tumultuous aftermath of their financial hardships. With How to
Survive and Prosper After a Financial Misfortune, you will not only learn how to survive your
downturn in financial standing, but you will learn how to thrive and prosper in your new life. Atlantic
Publishing is a small, independent publishing company based in Ocala, Florida. Founded over twenty
years ago in the company president's garage, Atlantic Publishing has grown to become a renowned
resource for non-fiction books. Today, over 450 titles are in print covering subjects such as small
business, healthy living, management, finance, careers, and real estate. Atlantic Publishing prides
itself on producing award winning, high-quality manuals that give readers up-to-date, pertinent
information, real-world examples, and case studies with expert advice. Every book has resources,
contact information, and web sites of the products or companies discussed.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce in Oklahoma Mark
Antinoro, 2017-03-19 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right decisions
during a divorce in Oklahoma, this guide provides answers to more than 350 queries such as How
quickly can one get a divorce? Is it possible to get divorced if one spouse does not want a divorce?
What does it mean for Oklahoma to be a community property state? Who decides who gets the cars,
the pets, and the house? What factors might influence child custody? and How are bills divided and
paid during the divorce? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce handbook
provides clear and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind needed to
meet the challenges of a divorce proceeding.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: It's Splitsville James J. Gross,
2013-12-02 Thinking about divorce? Already in the process of divorce? You need this book. Divorce
is complex, and complications are not what you need when you are facing its emotional and financial
pressures. In It's Splitsville: Surviving Your Divorce, veteran divorce attorney James J. Gross breaks
down the divorce process for nonlawyers in easy-to-understand steps. He explains the legal system
in plain and simple language, and he describes the process of obtaining a fair separation agreement
and navigating family law and the legal system. Just as important, it explains the emotional hazards
of divorce and how to withstand the myriad pressures you will face. It's Splitsville: Surviving Your
Divorce: Explains divorce laws in easy-to-understand words. Guides you through the steps for
obtaining a separation agreement. Provides a friendly user’s manual for divorce court. Helps you
and your spouse decide what’s best for the children. Shows you how to protect your assets to the
legal extent possible. Explains when and how to play hardball. Nearly a million people get divorced
each year in the United States. Many, if not most, could be handled far better for all parties
involved. It's Splitsville: Surviving Your Divorce will guide you safely through the hazards of divorce,
show you how to understand and survive the complicated legal process, explain underhanded tactics
and how to combat them, and help emerge on the other side as a stronger, wiser, and better person.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce in Nevada Marshal S
Willick, 2014-06-01 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right decisions
during a divorce in Nevada, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as What is the
mediation process in Nevada and is it required? How quickly can one get a divorce? Who decides
who gets the cars, the pets, and the house? What actions might influence child custody? How are
bills divided and paid during the divorce? How much will a divorce cost? and Will a spouse have to
pay some or all attorney fees? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce handbook



provides clear and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind needed to
meet the challenges of a divorce proceeding.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Decode Your Divorce Billie
Tarascio, J.D, 2016-11-21 People facing divorce are facing extreme heartbreak, regret, anxiety and
unbelievable financial pressure. The stakes have never been higher and you are expected to navigate
a coded legal system and hope your family emerges on the other side. In Decode Your Divorce,
divorce attorney Billie Tarascio will take you through three comprehensive sections so you can move
through the divorce process smoothly, inexpensively and empowered. In this book you will learn: •
Representation options and how to best work with an attorney • How to navigate the court system
including how to draft documents, identify and organize exhibits and what to expect in court • All
you need to know about the law related to divorce including custody, child support, property
division, spousal maintenance and more. It’s true. Your life will never be the same. But it will get
better. Decode Your Divorce will give you the tools to emerge stronger
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Fathering Your Toddler: A
Dad's Guide To The Second And Third Years Armin A. Brott, 2005-04-15 At what age should you
introduce your child to computers? When and how should you go about drawing up a will? The day
your child starts preschool, how will you cope with the pangs of adult separation anxiety? The
answers to these questions and hundreds more are found in the pages of this information-packed
volume. Author Armin Brott devotes a chapter to every three months of the second and third years.
In each chapter, Brott charts the physical, intellectual, verbal, and emotional changes the child is
going through and examines the emotional and psychological developments the father may be
experiencing. He discusses issues that may develop between fathers and their partners as well as
matters that involve the whole family. In addition, each chapter contains a section called “You and
Your Child,” in which activities and issues appropriate to the given age are discussed. New topics in
this revised and expanded edition cover the latest research on child development, including brain
growth. There is more advice for dads who are older, single, or in the military; fathers of preemies
and multiples; stepfathers; and stay-at-home dads. This new edition adds information on a wide
range of subjects, from helping a child grieve over the loss of a relative or a pet to health and safety
issues to care of special-needs children. Incorporating the author’s and other fathers’ personal
experiences, as well as the advice of top researchers in the field, and illustrated throughout with
delightful New Yorker-style cartoons underscoring the universality of the joys and woes of parenting,
Fathering Your Toddler is an essential sourcebook for every dad. It’s certain to give every mom
helpful insights as well.
  what questions to ask divorce lawyer on first consultation: Divorce in Pennsylvania
Karen Ulmer Pendergast, 2020-06-30 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the
right decisions during a divorce in Pennsylvania, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as:
How quickly can one get a divorce? Who decides who gets the cars, the pets, and the house? What
actions might influence child custody? How are bills divided and paid during the divorce? How much
will a divorce cost? and Will a spouse have to pay some or all attorney fees? Structured in a
question-and-answer format, this handbook provides clear responses to help build confidence and
give the peace of mind needed to meet the challenges of a divorce proceeding.
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