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Tua Tagovailoa Concussion History: Understanding the Impact on His Career

tua tagovailoa concussion history has been a topic of interest and concern for football fans,
analysts, and sports medicine professionals alike. As one of the most promising quarterbacks in the
NFL, Tua’s journey has been marked not only by impressive athletic achievements but also by
challenges related to injuries, particularly concussions. This article aims to provide an in-depth look
at Tua Tagovailoa’s concussion history, the implications for his performance and health, and what it
means for his future in professional football.

The Early Signs: Tua Tagovailoa’s Injury Background

Before diving into Tua Tagovailoa concussion history, it’s important to understand the context of his
injury background. Tua’s football career began to gain national attention during his college years at
the University of Alabama, where he demonstrated exceptional skill and leadership on the field.
However, even then, concerns about his durability surfaced.

College Injury Incidents

During his time at Alabama, Tua suffered a significant hip injury in 2019, which sidelined him for a
portion of the season. While not related to concussions, this injury highlighted the physical toll the
game was exacting on him. Regarding concussion-specific issues, reports from his college career did
not indicate major incidents, but the physical nature of football always carries inherent risks.

Tua Tagovailoa Concussion History in the NFL

Since entering the NFL with the Miami Dolphins in 2020, Tua Tagovailoa’s concussion history has
become more closely scrutinized. The fast-paced and highly physical environment of professional
football amplifies the risks of head injuries, and Tua’s experience reflects this reality.

Notable Concussion Events

One of the most talked-about moments concerning Tua’s concussion history occurred during the
2022 NFL season. In Week 3, he suffered a hard hit that led to a concussion diagnosis after being
evaluated under the NFL’s concussion protocol. This incident sparked widespread discussion about
player safety and the protocols in place to protect athletes.

Another instance in the 2022 season further underscored the vulnerability of quarterbacks to head
injuries. Tua experienced multiple hits that raised concerns among fans and commentators about the
cumulative effects of repeated concussions.



NFL Concussion Protocol and Tua’s Recovery Process

The NFL has implemented a stringent concussion protocol designed to assess and manage players
suspected of having a concussion. Tua Tagovailoa’s experiences navigating this protocol highlight
both the progress made in player safety and the challenges that remain.

After each concussion event, Tua was placed in the protocol, which includes a series of cognitive and
physical tests to monitor symptoms such as headaches, dizziness, and memory issues. Only after
passing these evaluations and being symptom-free could he return to practice and gameplay.

Tua’s adherence to the protocol demonstrates the league’s commitment to prioritizing health over
immediate return to the field. However, the repeated nature of these injuries raises important
questions about long-term health implications.

Impact of Concussions on Tua Tagovailoa’s
Performance

Concussions do not just affect a player’s health; they can significantly influence on-field
performance. Understanding how Tua Tagovailoa concussion history has impacted his gameplay
offers valuable insights into the challenges athletes face after such injuries.

Physical and Cognitive Effects

Concussions can lead to a range of symptoms that affect a quarterback’s ability to perform,
including slowed reaction times, impaired judgment, headaches, and fatigue. For a player like Tua,
whose role requires quick decision-making and precise execution, even subtle cognitive impairments
can be consequential.

Following his concussions, there were moments where observers noted slight hesitations or a more
cautious approach in Tua’s style of play. While it’s natural for any player to adjust post-injury, the
concerns highlight the delicate balance between recovery and competitive pressure.

Psychological Aspects

Beyond the physical symptoms, concussions can also impact mental health. Anxiety about sustaining
another injury or the fear of long-term consequences may affect a player’s confidence and
aggressiveness on the field.

Tua has spoken about the importance of mental resilience and support systems in overcoming these
challenges. His coaching staff and medical team play crucial roles in helping him regain confidence
and maintain peak performance levels.



Long-Term Implications and Player Safety

Tua Tagovailoa concussion history is not just a personal narrative but part of a broader conversation
about player safety in football. The NFL and other football organizations continue to evolve their
approaches to minimizing concussion risks, but players like Tua remind us of the ongoing
challenges.

Preventative Measures and Equipment Advances

To reduce the incidence and severity of concussions, innovations in helmet technology and rule
changes have been introduced. For example, targeting penalties, limitations on helmet-to-helmet
contact, and improved helmet designs aim to protect quarterbacks who are especially vulnerable
due to their exposure during plays.

Tua benefits from these advancements, but no equipment can completely eliminate the risk, which is
why education and adherence to safety protocols remain vital.

Monitoring and Medical Research

Continuous research into concussion effects and recovery protocols plays a significant role in
protecting players like Tua Tagovailoa. Longitudinal studies help medical professionals understand
the cumulative impact of repeated head injuries and develop better treatment and prevention
strategies.

The NFL'’s investment in medical research and partnerships with neurologists and concussion
experts is encouraging. Players who have experienced concussions are often monitored closely even
after returning to play, ensuring any delayed symptoms are addressed promptly.

What Fans and Aspiring Athletes Can Learn from Tua
Tagovailoa’s Experience

Tua Tagovailoa concussion history offers valuable lessons beyond the professional level. For young
athletes, coaches, and fans, understanding the realities of concussion risks and management is
crucial.

e Awareness: Recognizing concussion symptoms early can prevent further harm.

¢ Respecting Protocols: Adhering strictly to medical advice and protocols ensures safer
recoveries.

e Prioritizing Health: Long-term well-being should always come before short-term game
outcomes.



e Support Systems: Emotional and psychological support is as important as physical treatment.

Tua’s journey underscores that even elite athletes face significant health challenges and that
responsible management is key to sustaining a career in high-contact sports.

The Road Ahead for Tua Tagovailoa

As Tua Tagovailoa continues his NFL career, managing and mitigating concussion risks will remain a
priority. His experience serves as a case study in balancing competitive drive with health
considerations.

With ongoing advancements in sports medicine, improved safety measures, and a growing culture of
awareness around concussions, Tua and players like him have a better foundation for navigating
these challenges than ever before. Fans will undoubtedly continue to watch closely, hoping to see
Tua flourish both on and off the field, healthy and strong.

Understanding Tua Tagovailoa concussion history helps deepen our appreciation for the
complexities athletes face and the importance of prioritizing player safety in football’s evolving
landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Tua Tagovailoa's concussion history in the NFL?

Tua Tagovailoa has experienced multiple concussions during his NFL career, raising concerns about
his long-term health and playing status.

How many concussions has Tua Tagovailoa suffered so far?

As of 2024, Tua Tagovailoa has suffered at least three reported concussions since entering the NFL
in 2020.

When was Tua Tagovailoa's first concussion in the NFL?

Tua Tagovailoa's first reported concussion occurred during the 2021 NFL season.

How have Tua Tagovailoa's concussions affected his playing
time?

Tua Tagovailoa has missed multiple games due to concussion protocols, which has impacted his
continuity and performance during certain seasons.



What protocols are followed when Tua Tagovailoa suffers a
concussion?

When Tua Tagovailoa suffers a concussion, he undergoes the NFL's concussion protocol, which
includes medical evaluations and a step-by-step return-to-play process to ensure his safety.

Has Tua Tagovailoa's concussion history influenced Miami
Dolphins' game strategy?

Yes, the Miami Dolphins have occasionally adjusted their game plan and emphasized quarterback
protection to reduce the risk of further concussions for Tua Tagovailoa.

What measures has Tua Tagovailoa taken to prevent
concussions?

Tua Tagovailoa has worked with team medical staff on strengthening and conditioning, and uses
protective gear to help minimize the risk of concussions.

Are there concerns about Tua Tagovailoa's long-term health
due to his concussions?

Yes, there are ongoing concerns among fans and analysts about the potential long-term neurological
impacts of repeated concussions on Tua Tagovailoa's health and career longevity.

Has Tua Tagovailoa spoken publicly about his concussion
experiences?

Tua Tagovailoa has addressed his concussion experiences in interviews, emphasizing his
commitment to recovery and following medical advice to return safely to the field.

Additional Resources

Tua Tagovailoa Concussion History: An Analytical Review of the NFL Quarterback’s Health
Challenges

tua tagovailoa concussion history has become a focal point for NFL analysts, medical experts,
and fans alike, as the young Miami Dolphins quarterback navigates the physical demands of
professional football. Since entering the league, Tagovailoa’s on-field performance has been closely
scrutinized not only for his athletic prowess but also for his injury resilience, particularly concerning
concussions. Understanding the nuances of his concussion history offers insights into player safety,
recovery protocols, and the evolving nature of football health management.



Overview of Tua Tagovailoa’s Injury Background

Tua Tagovailoa, a former Alabama standout drafted by the Miami Dolphins in 2020, has faced
multiple injury setbacks during his NFL tenure. While his high-profile hip injury in college initially
raised concerns about his durability, his concussion incidents have drawn significant attention in the
professional realm. The term "tua tagovailoa concussion history" encapsulates the timeline, severity,
and implications of these brain injuries on his career trajectory.

In the NFL, Tagovailoa has experienced several concussions that have led to missed games and
cautious medical protocols. These instances have underscored the importance of rigorous
concussion management and have sparked discussions about the long-term effects of repeated head
trauma on quarterbacks, a position historically vulnerable due to exposure in the pocket and during
scrambles.

Key Concussion Incidents in Tagovailoa’s Career

A detailed examination of Tagovailoa’s concussion timeline reveals critical moments:

e 2021 Season: Tagovailoa suffered his first reported concussion in Week 8 against the Buffalo
Bills after taking a helmet-to-helmet hit. This led to him being sidelined for multiple games
under the NFL’s concussion protocol.

e 2022 Season: Another concussion occurred during Week 4 after a hard hit from an opposing
defender, prompting a rapid but thorough medical evaluation and causing him to miss time.

These incidents have been managed with increasing caution, reflecting the NFL’s growing emphasis
on player safety.

Medical and Performance Implications of the
Concussions

Concussions are traumatic brain injuries that can have both immediate and long-term effects on
cognitive and physical performance. For an NFL quarterback like Tagovailoa, even minor symptoms
can impact decision-making speed, accuracy, and overall gameplay. The medical staff’s approach to
his concussion history has involved extensive neurological assessments, symptom tracking, and
graduated return-to-play protocols.

From a performance perspective, Tagovailoa’s concussion history has introduced variables affecting
his availability and consistency. The hesitation to rush a return is critical in preventing second-
impact syndrome and ensuring full neurological recovery. However, missed games due to
concussion-related protocols inevitably disrupt team dynamics and offensive rhythm.



Comparative Analysis: Tagovailoa vs. Other NFL Quarterbacks

When analyzing concussion histories among NFL quarterbacks, Tagovailoa’s case is neither unique
nor isolated. Quarterbacks such as Carson Wentz and Russell Wilson have also faced concussion
challenges during their careers. However, Tagovailoa’s youth and the early stage of his professional
journey make his concussion management pivotal for his long-term viability.

A comparative look reveals:
1. Frequency: Tagovailoa’s concussion frequency is moderate relative to other quarterbacks
who have sustained multiple head injuries over longer careers.

2. Recovery Time: The Dolphins’ medical staff has tended to adopt a conservative approach,
often favoring extended rest periods to ensure full recovery.

3. Impact on Play Style: There is evidence suggesting that quarterbacks with concussion

histories may alter their playing style to avoid high-risk situations, which can affect
aggressiveness and mobility.

These factors highlight the delicate balance between competitive drive and health preservation.

Concussion Protocols and Player Safety Measures

The NFL’s concussion protocols have evolved significantly over the past decade, aiming to mitigate
risks associated with head injuries. Tagovailoa’s concussion history offers a case study in the
application of these protocols:

e Immediate Sideline Evaluation: Following any suspected concussion, Tagovailoa undergoes
standardized sideline assessments including cognitive tests and symptom reviews.

¢ Neurocognitive Testing: Baseline and post-injury tests help track recovery progress and
inform clearance decisions.

¢ Graduated Return-to-Play: A stepwise progression from light aerobic activity to full-contact
practice ensures readiness before game participation.

These measures reflect a broader cultural shift in football, prioritizing health over immediate game
availability.



The Role of Technology and Equipment

Advancements in helmet design and impact monitoring technology also play a role in managing
concussion risks. Tagovailoa’s use of modern protective gear aims to reduce the severity of head
impacts, though no equipment can fully eliminate concussion risk.

Impact sensors and real-time data help medical teams identify potentially dangerous hits, enabling
proactive medical interventions. This technology, combined with rigorous training on safe playing
techniques, constitutes an integral part of managing concussion history among players like
Tagovailoa.

Long-Term Outlook and Career Considerations

Given the serious nature of concussions, Tagovailoa’s concussion history has implications for his
long-term health and career longevity. Repeated concussions increase the risk of chronic traumatic
encephalopathy (CTE) and other neurological disorders, pressing the importance of cautious
management.

The Miami Dolphins and their medical staff face ongoing challenges balancing Tagovailoa’s
competitive contributions with safeguarding his brain health. Decisions regarding playing time,
protective strategies, and potential adjustments to his approach on the field are influenced by this
concussion history.

From a career perspective, maintaining optimal health will be critical for Tagovailoa’s aspirations as
a franchise quarterback. The NFL’s heightened awareness and improved protocols provide a
framework for supporting his recovery and mitigating future risks.

In summary, the exploration of tua tagovailoa concussion history reveals a complex interplay of
medical vigilance, player resilience, and strategic management within the high-stakes environment
of professional football. As Tagovailoa continues to develop and adapt, his concussion experiences
will remain a key aspect of his narrative, reflecting broader trends in NFL player safety and health
consciousness.
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tua tagovailoa concussion history: The Burden of Sports John Weston Parry, 2024-02-20
Timely and important, this title has the potential to change the sports industry worldwide. - Library
Journal, Starred Review A comprehensive examination of the mental health challenges that elite
athletes face in America’s most popular sports. Athletes that compete at a high level—whether in
professional, college, or Olympic sports—face numerous mental health challenges as they strive for
perfection and ultimately victory in their sports. And while mental health awareness for athletes is
better than it once was, efforts to hide the existence of these mental disorders and challenges
remain well-ingrained. In The Burden of Sports, John Weston Parry examines the mental health and
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emotional well-being of elite American athletes generally, as well as in relation to spectator sports
propaganda, the legal system, politics, and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. This book covers
mental health conditions that any elite athlete may encounter, from depression and anxiety to
substance abuse and concussion-caused brain damage, to the special challenges of female, queer,
transgender, and intersex athletes. Parry also highlights the personal stories of famous American
athletes who struggled publicly with their mental health, including Simone Biles, Naomi Osaka,
Michael Sam, and Tiger Woods. From individual and team pressures to win and attain sport
perfection to the prejudice and ignorance of fans, management, and corporate sponsors about
mental health, addressing the mental health of athletes and challenging the public perception of
such struggles is long overdue. This is a timely and necessary book for readers who want to see
sports change for the better in support of America’s athletes.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: The Athletic 2022 Fantasy Football Guide The
Athletic, 2022-08-11 The definitive guide for your 2022 fantasy football team from the staff of The
Athletic.Whether you're in a keeper, dynasty or SuperFlex league, this comprehensive preview
features unmatched insight and analysis from industry leaders Jake Ciely, Brandon Funston,
Brandon Marianne Lee, KC Joyner, Nando Di Fino, and the NFL staff at The Athletic.Highlights
include award-winning projections for more than 450 players, expert insight from The Athletic's beat
writers, comprehensive injury updates, detailed mock drafts, outside-the-box strategies for Dynasty
and SuperFlex, and even cognitive science applications for fantasy football that will have you poised
to dominate your league.Featuring expert evaluations of hundreds of players, this is a must-have
resource for fantasy players and NFL fans.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: The Heads-up on Sport Concussion Gary S. Solomon,
Karen M. Johnston, Mark R. Lovell, 2006 Concussions happen at all levels of sport, from the earliest
levels through the professional ranks. Potentially catastrophic if not detected early, concussions
have ended the careers of many notable professional players--and it's estimated that in high school
football alone, about 1 in 5 players suffers a concussion. The Heads-Up on Sport Concussion is a
concise introductory book on sport concussion for professionals who work with athletes. It provides
a comprehensive review of current literature on sport concussion, and it guides professionals in
communicating with athletes, parents, and coaches regarding assessment, treatment, and other
issues surrounding sport concussion. In The Heads-Up on Sport Concussion, the authors detail -what
happens when the brain is injured; -appropriate assessment and evaluation tools; -sport-specific
issues; -how medical organizations are addressing the issue of sport concussion; -medical and
nonmedical treatment and rehabilitation strategies; -recent research on a variety of topics in sport
concussion; and -essential information for coaches, athletes, and parents. This book is focused and
authoritative in its treatment of a poorly understood medical problem. Providing clear clinical
management strategies for sport concussion injuries, the text compiles the best available
information from different resources and synthesizes the information with summaries and
conclusions for easy comprehension. The material is enhanced further with photos and illustrations
depicting MRI scans and brain images showing chemical reactions in the brain after an injury. In
addition, the text identifies particular sports and sport activities that have the greatest incidence of
sport-related concussions, and it reports on and critiques those strategies that are currently in place
to combat sport concussion across different sport groups. In The Heads-Up on Sport Concussion,
professionals in sports medicine, neurology, neurosurgery, and neuropsychology offer strategies for
recognizing and treating sport concussion. The text provides appropriate research resources without
getting bogged down by lengthy research critiques. Many chapters include a Research Digest
section that identifies critical research data used in developing recommendations and conclusions.
Additionally, an educational poster is available for download via the Internet for trainers, physicians,
coaches, and sports medicine professionals to use to educate athletes and their families about the
signs, symptoms, and treatment of concussion. The poster is available at HumanKinetics.com. The
Heads-Up on Sport Concussion provides a current understanding of terminology, assessment,
treatment, and criteria for return to play for a range of readers. Researchers, medical professionals,



and health care specialists will have a more thorough grasp of the various aspects of sport
concussion and thus be able to provide better care and education to athletes who sustain
concussions. Its complete treatment of a critical topic makes this a must-read for anyone involved in
the care and training of athletes.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Correlation Between Concussion History and
Post-concussion Depressive Symptoms in Collegiate Athletes Daniel Brynien, 2013

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Tua Tagovailoa Jackson Carter, 2021-01-04 Some of the
NFL's greatest quarterbacks in recent memory have had remarkable simple names, like Ben, Tom,
and Joe. Every now and then, one comes along with a moniker that's a bit more difficult to handle,
like Tuanigamanuolepola Tua Tagovailoa. Fresh from starting with the national football powerhouse,
the Alabama Crimson Tide during the 2017 and 2018 seasons, it remains to be seen if Tua can
comfortably join the best-ever Miami Dolphins quarterbacks, like Bob and Dan, in the record books.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Tua Tagovailoa Bailey Garza, 2023-12-04 Tua
Tagovailoa: The Making of a Champion: A Story of Inspiration and Unwavering Determination: Tua's
Impact on the Game of Football From his humble beginnings in Ewa Beach, Hawaii, to his current
position as a star quarterback for the Miami Dolphins, Tua Tagovailoa's journey is a captivating tale
of perseverance, unwavering determination, and the power of dreams. This biography chronicles
Tua's remarkable rise to NFL stardom, highlighting his exceptional talent, leadership qualities, and
unwavering commitment to excellence. Readers will witness Tua's early promise as a young
quarterback, his devastating hip injury that threatened to derail his career, and his remarkable
comeback to the field. They will gain insights into Tua's unwavering belief in himself, his resilience
in the face of adversity, and his dedication to overcoming challenges. Beyond his on-field
achievements, this biography delves into Tua's impact off the field. Readers will discover his
philanthropic endeavors through the Tua Foundation, his deep connection with fans and the
community, and his role as a role model for aspiring athletes and individuals seeking inspiration.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Concussion in Sports, An Issue of Clinics in Sports
Medicine William P. Meehan, Lyle J. Micheli, 2011-01-28 This issue of Clinics in Sports Medicine
will explore all aspects of sports-related concussion, such as the biomechanics and epidemiology of
concussions,as well as special considerations for female and pediatric athletes. The issue will also
include articles on return-to-play and retiring decisions after sports-related concussions.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Neurodevelopmental Disorders and Risk of
Concussion: Findings from the NCAA-DOD Concussion Consortium R. Davis Moore, 2017
Neurodevelopmental disorders (NDs) are a class of comorbidities gaining considerable attention by
concussion researchers. Accumulating evidence suggests NDs may be associated with increased
history and risk for concussion. However, no studies have compared the differential likelihood of
incurring a concussion within ND sub-types: learning disability (LD), attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), and comorbid (LD+ADHD).Data from the NCAA-DOD Grand Alliance: Concussion
Awareness, Research, and Education (CARE) Consortium were used to evaluate the likelihood of
incurring a concussion for athletes with LD (n=429), ADHD (n=1513), and LD+ADHD (n=323),
relative to controls (n=31130). All groups were evaluated retrospectively (odds of concussion
history) and prospectively (risk of incurring concussion within a season).The odds ratio of concussion
history at baseline for athletes with LD was 1.61 (95% CI, 1.31 to 1.97) and relative risk of LD for
incurring a concussion within a season was 1.22 (95% CI, .88 to 1.69). The odds ratio of concussion
history at baseline for athletes with ADHD was 1.92 (95% CI, 1.72 to 2.14) and relative risk of ADHD
for incurring a concussion within a season was 1.51 (95% CI, 1.29 to 1.77). The odds ratio of
concussion history at baseline for athletes with LD+ADHD was 1.85 (95% CI, 1.47 to 2.33) and
relative risk of LD+ADHD for incurring a concussion within a season was 2.62 (95% CI, 2.05 to 3.35)
Overall, NDs are associated with increased odds and relative risk of incurring a concussion. Further,
athletes with comorbid LD+ADHD appear to have the greatest risk of incurring a concussion. Given
the prevalence of NDs, additional steps should be taken to prevent concussions in these athletes.
The authors acknowledge that CARE does not capture adequate control for athletic exposures like



most sports epidemiology studies. Individuals with neurodevelopmental disorders could have similar
risk once exposure is controlled for.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Quantifying Speech and Voice Impairment in Individuals
with a History of Sports-related Concussion Russell Edealo Banks, 2019 Researchers suggest that
the following areas are affected by both acute and non-acute Sports Related Concussion (SRC):
neurometabolic function, balance, vestibular/ocular function, cognition, and motor movement of the
limbs. However, significant gaps in our knowledge still exist regarding the potential speech
production effects of concussion. Additionally, the effect of concussion in complex speech contexts
has gone largely unreported in published research. This dissertation set out to determine how the
speech production of individuals with a history of concussion is affected. It also examined speech
production between these groups during increasingly complex contexts: single syllable alternating
motion rate (AMR) diadochokinetic (DDK) tasks, real and non-word multisyllabic sequential motion
rate (SMR) DDK's, reading passages (Rainbow and Caterpillar), and spontaneous speech. Data was
gathered from 30 individuals with a history of concussion and 30 matched controls with no history of
concussion to understand potential speech differences. The primary purpose of this study was to
investigate potential speech timing and acoustic differences between individuals with a history of
concussion (one or more previous concussions) measured during speech tasks. Speech timing and
acoustic differences have not yet been reported between those in the with a history of concussion
and individuals with no history of concussion. The secondary purpose of the current study was to
explore the potential perceived speech production differences of those with a history of concussion
and those without a history of concussion to fill the research gaps that currently exist. Limited
research is available on the perceived speech effects of concussion history. While previous research
addresses speech intelligibility several unanswered questions remained, which are addressed in this
dissertation. Results revealed a significant interaction effect of concussion status and speech timing
analysis method where both objective (p

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Effect of History of Concussion on King-Devick Test
Performance Casey Scheuer, 2021 The King-Devick Test (KDT) is a concussion assessment tool that
requires individuals to read single-digit numbers from left to right as fast and as accurately as
possible. Although sufficient research has been conducted on the KDT as a whole, little research has
analyzed the effect of concussion history on KDT performance. The purpose of this study is to
determine if history of concussion will predict worse performance on the KDT.

tua tagovailoa concussion history: Impact of Family History of Neurodegenerative Disease on
Concussion Recovery Profiles: Data from the NCAA-DoD CARE Consortium Andrew Lapointe, 2017
INTRODUCTION. It has been suggested that a family history of neurodegenerative disease may
predispose an athlete to abnormal recovery following concussion. However, no one has
longitudinally assessed outcomes in athletes with and without a family history of neurodegenerative
disease. Accordingly, the aim of our study was to longitudinally examine the influence of family
history of neurodegenerative disease on clinical symptoms, neurological function, and cognition,
following a concussion. METHODS. During the 2014-2017 academic years, data were collected from
29 NCAA universities and military service academies as part of the Concussion Assessment,
Research, and Education (CARE) Consortium. Baseline assessments were completed prior to the
beginning of the sport season for all athletes. Athletes were re-assessed 24-48 hours
post-concussion, and again when they were granted unrestricted return-to-play. Symptom profiles
were measured using the Sport Concussion Assessment Tool (SCAT) symptom checklist,
neurological function was measured using the Standardized Assessment of Concussion (SAC), and
cognition was measured using the ImPACT test. Athletes who sustained a concussion were separated
into those with (n = 70) and without (n = 140) a family history of neurodegenerative disease
(Parkinsonu2019s, Alzheimeru2019s, Non-Alzheimeru2019s Dementia, or Mild Cognitive
Impairment). Athletes without a family history of neurodegenerative disease were double matched
based on age, sex, body mass index, sport played, and concussion history. RESULTS. No group
differences were observed at any timepoint for any measure of the SCAT or SAC (pu2019s > 05). In




contrast, athletes with a family history of neurodegenerative disease exhibited significantly poorer
visual working memory at baseline than athletes without a family history of neurodegenerative
disease (p
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