tim keller the reason for god

**Tim Keller The Reason for God: Exploring Faith Through Reason and Dialogue**

tim keller the reason for god is a phrase that resonates deeply within Christian
apologetics and contemporary theological discussions. Tim Keller, a renowned pastor,
author, and speaker, has made significant contributions to how faith is presented to modern
audiences, particularly through his engagement with skepticism and doubt. His approach in
"The Reason for God" invites readers into a thoughtful conversation about belief, doubt,
and the rational foundation for Christianity in today’s world. This article delves into the core
themes of Tim Keller’s work, exploring why "The Reason for God" continues to be influential
for believers and seekers alike.

Who Is Tim Keller and Why Does His Perspective
Matter?

Tim Keller is not just a pastor but a cultural thinker who bridges the gap between ancient
Christian truths and contemporary questions. As the founding pastor of Redeemer
Presbyterian Church in New York City, Keller has witnessed firsthand the challenges urban
and skeptical audiences face when confronted with issues of faith. His writings, particularly
in "The Reason for God," address common doubts and objections to Christianity with a
calm, reasoned voice that invites dialogue rather than confrontation.

Keller's impact extends beyond his congregation. He’s known for engaging with intellectual
critiques of religion and providing answers that are both intellectually satisfying and
spiritually enriching. This makes his work especially relevant for those who wrestle with
questions about God’s existence, the problem of evil, and the relevance of biblical
teachings in the modern era.

Understanding the Core Message of "The Reason
for God"

At its heart, "The Reason for God" is an apologetic work—a reasoned defense of Christian
faith. But it’'s much more than a dry intellectual exercise. Keller writes with empathy and
understanding, acknowledging the doubts and struggles many people face when
considering religion. His book is structured around addressing the most common objections
to faith, such as:

e |sn’t religion just a crutch for the weak?
e How can a good God allow suffering and evil?

¢ |[sn’t science incompatible with belief in God?



e Why trust the Bible when it seems outdated or contradictory?

Through these questions, Keller invites readers to explore faith not as blind acceptance but
as a thoughtful, reasoned journey. He challenges the idea that faith and reason are at odds,
insisting instead that true belief can withstand scrutiny and doubt.

Engaging Doubt and Skepticism

One of the standout features of Tim Keller’s approach in "The Reason for God" is his honest
engagement with doubt. Rather than dismissing skepticism, he treats it as a natural and
necessary part of faith development. This resonates with many readers who feel alienated
by religious discourse that demands unquestioning belief.

Keller's method involves listening carefully to objections and responding with clarity and
respect. This approach not only makes complex theological concepts accessible but also
creates space for genuine conversations about spirituality and meaning.

How "The Reason for God" Addresses Modern
Skepticism

In today’s world, skepticism about religion is widespread. Science, secular philosophies, and
cultural shifts have all contributed to a questioning attitude toward traditional faith. Tim
Keller's work acknowledges this reality without conceding defeat. Instead, he offers
compelling reasons why belief in God remains credible and meaningful.

The Intersection of Science and Faith

One common misconception Keller addresses is the supposed conflict between science and
religion. Many assume that scientific discoveries have disproved God, but Keller argues that
this is a false dichotomy. He points out that science explains the “how” of the universe,
while faith addresses the “why.” This distinction allows for a harmonious relationship where
scientific inquiry can coexist with spiritual belief.

Keller also highlights that many prominent scientists throughout history have held religious
beliefs, demonstrating that faith and scientific rigor are not mutually exclusive.

The Problem of Suffering and Evil

Perhaps the most challenging question for believers and non-believers alike is why a good
and all-powerful God would allow suffering. Keller confronts this head-on in "The Reason for
God," offering insights that go beyond platitudes.



He suggests that the existence of suffering points to the reality of free will and moral
responsibility. Moreover, Keller emphasizes the Christian narrative of redemption, where
suffering is not meaningless but can be transformed through hope and divine purpose. This
perspective offers a deeply human and compassionate way of understanding pain, loss, and
injustice.

Why "The Reason for God" Resonates with a Wide
Audience
Tim Keller’'s book is not just for theologians or churchgoers; it reaches a broad

demographic, including skeptics, seekers, and those curious about Christianity. Several
factors contribute to its wide appeal:

Accessible Language: Keller avoids overly technical jargon, making complex ideas
understandable without oversimplifying.

e Empathy and Respect: He writes as a friend rather than a preacher, respecting the
reader’s doubts and questions.

¢ Practical Application: The book connects theological concepts to everyday life,
showing how faith can be relevant in a secular world.

e Balanced Reasoning: Keller combines logical argumentation with personal stories
and biblical insights, creating a well-rounded narrative.

Building Bridges in a Divided World

In an era where religious conversations can quickly become contentious, Tim Keller’s
approach offers a model for respectful dialogue. His work encourages believers to engage
skeptics thoughtfully and invites doubters to consider faith without pressure or judgment.

This bridging of gaps is especially important in multicultural and pluralistic societies, where
understanding different worldviews is crucial for peaceful coexistence.

Practical Insights from Tim Keller’s "The Reason
for God"

Beyond apologetics, Keller's book provides practical guidance for those exploring faith or
seeking to deepen their spiritual lives. Here are some key takeaways that can benefit
readers:



1. Embrace Doubt: Don’t fear questions or uncertainty; they can lead to stronger, more
authentic faith.

2. Seek Community: Engaging with others who are on a similar journey can provide
support and insight.

3. Reflect on Personal Experience: Faith is not just intellectual but also experiential.
Reflecting on one’s own life can reveal deeper truths.

4. Be Open to Dialogue: Conversations with people of different beliefs help clarify and
challenge your own perspectives.

These practical steps make the journey of faith approachable and relatable, especially for
those who have felt isolated or confused by traditional religious teachings.

The Lasting Legacy of Tim Keller and "The Reason
for God"

Tim Keller's influence extends far beyond the pages of his book. His ministry, lectures, and
other writings continue to inspire a new generation of Christians and seekers who value
reasoned faith and thoughtful dialogue. "The Reason for God" remains a cornerstone
resource for anyone interested in understanding Christianity’s relevance in a complex,
rapidly changing world.

The book’s success also highlights a broader trend within Christianity: a move toward
intellectual engagement and cultural relevance. Keller’'s work exemplifies how faith can be
both deeply rooted in tradition and dynamically responsive to contemporary challenges.

As more people wrestle with questions of meaning, purpose, and belief, Tim Keller’'s "The
Reason for God" offers not only answers but also a respectful invitation to explore those

answers together. It's a reminder that faith is not about having all the answers but about
pursuing truth with courage and openness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Tim Keller, the author of 'The Reason for God'?

Tim Keller is a well-known pastor, theologian, and author recognized for his writings on
Christianity and apologetics, including his book 'The Reason for God.'

What is the main theme of Tim Keller's book 'The



Reason for God'?

The main theme of 'The Reason for God' is to address common doubts and objections to
Christianity and to provide rational reasons for faith in God.

How does Tim Keller address skepticism in 'The Reason
for God'?

Tim Keller engages with common skeptical arguments against Christianity by offering
thoughtful responses rooted in philosophy, theology, and personal experience.

Is 'The Reason for God' suitable for both believers and
non-believers?

Yes, 'The Reason for God' is written to be accessible and meaningful for both Christians
seeking to deepen their faith and skeptics questioning religious beliefs.

What are some common objections to Christianity that
Tim Keller discusses?

Keller discusses objections such as the problem of evil, science and faith conflict,
exclusivity of Christianity, and the reliability of the Bible.

Does Tim Keller use personal stories in 'The Reason for
God'?

Yes, Keller incorporates personal stories and anecdotes to illustrate his points and make the
arguments more relatable.

How does 'The Reason for God' differ from other
apologetics books?

Keller's book is known for its conversational tone, cultural relevance, and a balanced
approach that respects doubts while presenting a compelling case for Christianity.

What role does philosophy play in 'The Reason for God'?

Philosophy is used to explore and defend the rationality of belief in God, addressing logical
issues and existential questions.

Has 'The Reason for God' been influential in Christian
apologetics?

Yes, it is considered a significant and popular work in contemporary Christian apologetics,
widely recommended by pastors and educators.



Are there any follow-up resources recommended by Tim
Keller after reading 'The Reason for God'?

Tim Keller often recommends further reading on theology, biblical studies, and apologetics,
as well as engaging in community discussions and church involvement to explore faith
more deeply.

Additional Resources

Tim Keller The Reason for God: An Analytical Review of His Influential Work

tim keller the reason for god is a phrase that encapsulates a significant contribution to
contemporary Christian apologetics. Tim Keller, a prominent pastor, theologian, and author,
has sparked widespread discussion through his book "The Reason for God: Belief in an Age
of Skepticism," which addresses modern doubts about faith and presents a compelling case
for Christianity. This article delves into the core themes of Keller's work, its impact on
religious discourse, and its relevance in today's increasingly secular world.

Exploring the Premise of "The Reason for God"

At its heart, Tim Keller’'s "The Reason for God" is a reasoned response to the skepticism and
atheism prevalent in modern society. Written in a style accessible to both believers and
non-believers, the book systematically examines common objections to Christianity while
providing thoughtful answers grounded in philosophy, theology, and personal reflection.
Keller's approach diverges from purely doctrinal defenses, emphasizing conversational
engagement and intellectual humility.

The book’s title itself — "The Reason for God" — suggests a quest to find rational grounds
for faith amid widespread doubt. Keller contends that belief in God is not merely a matter of
blind faith but is supported by logical arguments, historical evidence, and existential
considerations. This perspective has helped bridge the gap between secular critics and faith
communities, making Keller's work a pivotal text in apologetic literature.

Tim Keller’'s Approach to Apologetics

Unlike traditional apologetics that often rely heavily on scriptural authority, Keller blends
reason with empathy, recognizing the complexity of doubt in modern life. His method is
characterized by:

Addressing Common Objections

Keller tackles prevalent questions such as “How can a good God allow suffering?” and “Isn’t
religion just a crutch?” with nuanced responses that acknowledge the emotional and



intellectual dimensions of these issues. By doing so, he validates the reader’s doubts as
real and significant, rather than dismissing them outright.

Integrating Philosophy and Culture

Drawing from philosophy, science, and cultural critique, Keller situates Christianity within a
broader intellectual framework. He engages with thinkers like Nietzsche and Freud to
highlight the cultural roots of skepticism and explains how Christian belief responds to the
human condition’s deepest needs.

Personal Narrative and Storytelling

Keller's use of personal anecdotes and stories from his pastoral ministry adds a relatable
dimension to the book. This narrative style fosters a conversational tone, inviting readers
into a dialogue rather than a debate.

Key Themes in "The Reason for God"

Several themes emerge prominently in Keller’s analysis, each contributing to a
comprehensive defense of Christian faith.

The Problem of Doubt and Faith

Keller acknowledges that doubt is a natural and even necessary part of faith. He argues

that faith should not be understood as certainty devoid of questions but as trust built on
evidence and experience. This perspective challenges the stereotype that belief requires
abandoning reason.

The Moral Argument

One of Keller's significant contributions is his articulation of the moral argument for God's
existence. He suggests that the universal human sense of morality points toward a moral
lawgiver. By examining the origin and nature of moral values, Keller shows how secular
explanations often fall short.

Existential Fulfillment

Beyond intellectual arguments, Keller emphasizes the existential dimension of faith. He
explains how belief in God addresses the human longing for meaning, identity, and hope,



aspects often neglected in purely rational debates. This focus resonates deeply with
readers seeking purpose in a fragmented world.

Comparisons with Other Apologetic Works

Tim Keller’'s "The Reason for God" stands alongside other influential apologetic works such
as C.S. Lewis’s "Mere Christianity" and Lee Strobel’s "The Case for Christ." However, Keller's
book is distinct in its contemporary cultural engagement and pastoral sensitivity.

» Style: While Lewis’s writing is more classical and Strobel’s investigative, Keller's tone
is conversational and empathetic.

e Audience: Keller targets skeptics and seekers who are culturally literate and often
skeptical of institutional religion.

* Focus: Keller blends philosophical reasoning with practical concerns about suffering
and meaning rather than relying solely on historical evidence or scriptural authority.

This combination makes "The Reason for God" particularly effective for a 21st-century
audience wrestling with postmodern doubts.

Pros and Cons of Keller’'s Argumentation

As with any apologetic work, Keller's book has its strengths and potential limitations worth
examining critically.

Pros

* Accessibility: The book is written in clear, engaging language that avoids jargon,
making complex ideas approachable.

 Balanced Tone: Keller's respectful acknowledgment of doubt fosters open discussion
rather than defensive confrontation.

e Holistic Approach: Combining philosophy, theology, and personal narrative provides
a well-rounded defense of faith.



Cons

e Assumptions: Some critics argue Keller presumes the validity of certain theological
concepts without exhaustive proof, which may not persuade all skeptics.

e Cultural Specificity: His arguments are often tailored to Western cultural contexts
and may not resonate universally.

e Philosophical Depth: Philosophers might find some arguments less rigorous or
overly simplified.

Despite these critiques, "The Reason for God" remains a pivotal text in its field, praised for
its thoughtful engagement with tough questions.

The Impact and Legacy of Tim Keller’s Work

Since its publication, "The Reason for God" has influenced both lay readers and Christian
leaders worldwide. It has sparked numerous discussions in academic, church, and public
spheres about faith’s role in a skeptical age. Keller’s ability to address contemporary doubts
with intellectual honesty and pastoral care has made the book a staple in religious
education and apologetic training.

Moreover, Keller's work has encouraged a new generation of believers to approach faith not
as an isolated dogma but as a living dialogue between reason and experience. His
emphasis on cultural relevance has helped churches and ministries engage more effectively
with secular audiences, fostering a climate where questions are welcomed rather than
shunned.

Subsequent Works and Continuing Influence

Following the success of "The Reason for God," Tim Keller has authored several other books
expanding on themes of grace, gospel, and Christian living. His influence extends into
podcasts, sermons, and lectures that continue to shape evangelical thought and practice.

Why "Tim Keller The Reason for God" Remains
Relevant Today

In an era marked by increasing secularism and religious skepticism, Keller’'s reasoned and
compassionate approach serves as a vital resource. His work appeals especially to those
caught between inherited religious traditions and contemporary doubts fueled by scientific
progress and philosophical inquiry.



For seekers wrestling with questions about meaning, morality, and suffering, "The Reason
for God" offers a framework that respects their doubts while presenting Christianity as a
viable and intellectually satisfying option. This relevance ensures that Keller’s insights will
continue to be referenced in theological discussions and apologetic efforts for years to
come.

The ongoing conversation sparked by Keller’'s work reflects a broader cultural yearning to
reconcile faith with reason, tradition with modernity, and doubt with hope. In this light, "Tim
Keller the reason for god" is more than a book title—it is a call to thoughtful engagement
with one of humanity’s most profound questions.

Tim Keller The Reason For God

tim keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-08-04 A New York
Times bestseller people can believe in—by a pioneer of the new urban Christians (Christianity
Today) and the C.S. Lewis for the 21st century (Newsweek). Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the frequent doubts that skeptics, and
even ardent believers, have about religion. Using literature, philosophy, real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound and rational
one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand their ground against the backlash
to religion created by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics, he provides a
challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God.

tim keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2010-10-30 This discussion
guide will help you and your group learn how to engage others in dialogue on six common objections
to Christianity--Page 4 of cover

tim keller the reason for god: Timothy Keller: The Reason for God, Making Sense of God and
The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2018-01-11 The Reason for God: this book has been written for
believers and non-believers, sceptics and churchgoers, and charts a brilliantly considered and
impassioned path to Christianity - a Mere Christianity for the twenty-first century. Making Sense of
God: a prequel to Keller's A Reason for God: a thoughtful look at the role faith and religion can play
in modern lives. The Prodigal God: focused on Jesus' best-known parable - the prodigal son - as a
paradigm for the central messages of Christianity: grace, hope and salvation.

tim keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2013-02-05 This discussion guide will help you learn how to dialogue with those who share common
doubts and objections to Christianity. In the video sessions (DVD/digital video sold separately),
Timothy Keller and six panelists hold candid and unscripted discussions about the broad scope of
people's discomforts with God, the Bible, and Christianity in general: Discussion 1: Is the Bible a
myth? Has science disproved Christianity? Discussion 2: Is there only one way to God? Are other
religions as valid? Discussion 3: Clashes with Christian morality and ethics - why are there so many
rules? Discussion 4: Why would God allow suffering and evil. Discussion 5: Injustice and hypocrisy in
the church. Discussion 6: Objections to God's wrath and judgement. The Reason for God small group
discussion guide can be used individually or in a group setting by anyone engaging with friends who
don't share his or her beliefs. For each discussion, the study guide includes: An opening thought on
the topic. A summary of the objection to the topic. Related Bible verses. Space for notetaking.
Questions for group discussion. In his New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God,
Timothy Keller established himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings together faith and
intellect, theology and popular culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs. Using
literature, philosophy, and Scripture, Keller explores the truth and challenge of Christianity in this
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six-session small group conversation starter. You and your group will be challenged to wrestle with
your friends' and neighbors' hardest questions and engage those questions in ways that will spark
honest, enriching, and humbling dialogue. Designed for use with Reason for God Video Study (sold
separately).

tim keller the reason for god: Encounters with Jesus Timothy Keller, 2013-11-19 Explores
how people were changed when they met Jesus personally--and how we can be changed today
through our own encounter with him--Dust jacket flap.

tim keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2008-02-14 A New York
Times bestseller people can believe in—by a pioneer of the new urban Christians (Christianity
Today) and the C.S. Lewis for the 21st century (Newsweek). Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the frequent doubts that skeptics, and
even ardent believers, have about religion. Using literature, philosophy, real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound and rational
one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand their ground against the backlash
to religion created by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics, he provides a
challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God.

tim keller the reason for god: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2018-03-20 We live in an
age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is
more relevant now than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction,
freedom, identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God shines a
light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

tim keller the reason for god: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2008-10-30 The New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked
inside his most familiar parable. Newsweek called renowned minister Timothy Keller a C.S. Lewis
for the twenty-first century in a feature on his first book, The Reason for God. In that book, he
offered a rational explanation of why we should believe in God. Now, in The Prodigal God, Keller
takes his trademark intellectual approach to understanding Christianity and uses the parable of the
prodigal son to reveal an unexpected message of hope and salvation. Within that parable Jesus
reveals God's prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the moralistic. This book will challenge
both the devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new way.

tim keller the reason for god: Every Good Endeavor Timothy Keller, 2012-11-13 New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shows how God calls on each of us
to express meaning and purpose through our work and careers. “A touchstone of the [new
evangelical] movement.” —The New York Times Tim Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer
Presbyterian Church and the New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for God, has taught
and counseled students, young professionals, and senior leaders on the subject of work and calling
for more than twenty years. Now he pulls his insights into a thoughtful and practical book for
readers everywhere. With deep conviction and often surprising advice, Keller shows readers that
biblical wisdom is immensely relevant to our questions about work today. In fact, the Christian view
of work—that we work to serve others, not ourselves—can provide the foundation of a thriving
professional and balanced personal life. Keller shows how excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity,
and passion in the workplace can help others and even be considered acts of worship—not just of
self-interest.

tim keller the reason for god: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-20 We live in an
age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and



New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is
more relevant now than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction,
freedom, identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God shines a
light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

tim keller the reason for god: Generous Justice Timothy Keller, 2010-11-02 Renowned
pastor and bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shares his most provocative
and illuminating message yet. It is commonly thought in secular society that the Bible is one of the
greatest hindrances to doing justice. Isn’t it full of regressive views? Didn’t it condone slavery? Why
look to the Bible for guidance on how to have a more just society? But Timothy Keller challenges
these preconceived beliefs and presents the Bible as a fundamental source for promoting justice and
compassion for those in need. In Generous Justice, he explores a life of justice empowered by an
experience of grace: a generous, gracious justice. This book offers readers a new understanding of
modern justice and human rights that will resonate with both the faithful and the skeptical.

tim keller the reason for god: Jesus the King Timothy Keller, 2011-02-22 Previously
published in hardcover as King's Cross The most influential man to ever walk the earth has had his
story told in hundreds of different ways for thousands of years. Can any more be said? Now Timothy
Keller, New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for God and the man Newsweek called a
“C. S. Lewis for the twenty-first century,” unlocks new insights into the life of Jesus Christ as he
explores how Jesus came as a king, but a king who had to bear the greatest burden anyone ever has.
King's Cross is Keller’s revelatory look at the life of Christ as told in the Gospel of Mark. In it, Keller
shows how the story of Jesus is at once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling each of us to look
anew at our relationship with God. It is an unforgettable look at Jesus Christ, and one that will leave
an indelible imprint on every reader.

tim keller the reason for god: Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering Timothy
Keller, 2013-10 Explores the role of pain and suffering from a Christian perspective, drawing on
unique insights to offer counsel on how to pursue a spiritual journey in the face of difficult
challenges.

tim keller the reason for god: The Skeptical Student Timothy Keller, 2012-12-04 Introducing
the first essay in the Encounters with Jesus e-book series from renowned pastor and New York Times
bestselling author Timothy Keller, author of The Songs of Jesus. The Skeptical Student applies
biblical wisdom to life’s biggest questions through the inspiring story of Nathanael’s life-changing
encounter in the Gospel of John. The Gospels are full of encounters that made a profound impact on
those who spoke with Jesus Christ. In the first essay of his new series, Timothy Keller, pastor of New
York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for
God, shows how those encounters can still have a deep effect on us today. Through a lively
examination of the biblical passage where Nathanael, the skeptical student, meets with Jesus, Keller
reveals how this interaction is about life’s deep questions: Who are we? Why are we here? Why be a
good person? Why love instead of hate? This first essay in the ten-part series of Encounters with
Jesus also includes an exclusive look at Timothy Keller’s new book on faith and work: Every Good
Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work.

tim keller the reason for god: Counterfeit Gods Timothy Keller, 2009-10-20 New York Times
bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet and nationally renowned minister Timothy Keller exposes
the error of making good things ultimate in this book, and shows readers a new path toward a hope
that lasts. Success, true love, and the life you've always wanted. Many of us placed our faith in these
things, believing they held the key to happiness, but with a sneaking suspicion they might not
deliver. No wonder we feel lost, alone, disenchanted, and resentful. There is only one God who can
wholly satisfy our cravings—and now is the perfect time to meet Him again, or for the first time. In
Counterfeit Gods, Timothy Keller shows how a proper understanding of the Bible reveals the
unvarnished truth about societal ideals and our own hearts. This powerful message cements Keller's
reputation as a critical thinker and pastor, and comes at a crucial time—for both the faithful and the



skeptical.

tim keller the reason for god: The Father and Son Timothy Keller, 2013-08-20 Timothy
Keller, renowned pastor and New York Times bestselling author, examines Jesus’ ascension into
Heaven and why this act is an important resource for Christians in The Father and Son, the ninth
installment in his Encounters with Jesus eBook series. Jesus’ ascension into Heaven—the end of his
earthly life—is one of the most puzzling moments in the Gospels. It marks the moment when Jesus
was no longer limited to a specific point in space and time. In The Father and Son, Timothy Keller,
pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author of The
Reason for God, explains why this means our encounters with Jesus can be richer now that he
available to us in all times and places.

tim keller the reason for god: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2009-09-13 Two sons, one who kept the rules religiously and one who broke them all. One Father
who loved both lost sons beyond anything they could imagine. Discover how deep and far God's
grace goes in The Prodigal God The Prodigal God discussion guide will help you uncover,
personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In six
captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your eyes
to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known—and least understood—parable. The Prodigal God is a
revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. Taking you
beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each
of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the
Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion
and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in
your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether
you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a
whole new way. Session titles include the following: The Parable The People Around Jesus The Two
Lost Sons The Elder Brother The True Elder Brother The Feast of the Father Designed for use with
The Prodigal God DVD and book.

tim keller the reason for god: Prayer Timothy Keller, 2016-01-26 Renowned pastor and New
York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller explores the power of prayer.
Christians are taught in their churches and schools that prayer is the most powerful way to
experience God. But few receive instruction or guidance in how to make prayer genuinely
meaningful. In Prayer, renowned pastor Timothy Keller delves into the many facets of this everyday
act. With his trademark insights and energy, Keller offers biblical guidance as well as specific
prayers for certain situations, such as dealing with grief, loss, love, and forgiveness. He discusses
ways to make prayers more personal and powerful, and how to establish a practice of prayer that
works for each reader. Dr. Keller’s previous books have sold more than one million copies. His
Redeemer Presbyterian Church is not only a major presence in his home base of New York, it has
also helped to launch more than two hundred fifty other churches in forty-eight cities around the
world. His teachings have already helped millions, the majority of whom pray regularly. And with
Prayer, he’ll show them how to find a deeper connection with God.

tim keller the reason for god: Preaching Timothy Keller, 2015-06-09 Pastor, preacher, and
New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shares his wisdom on
communicating the Christian faith from the pulpit as well as from the coffee shop. Most
Christians—including pastors—struggle to talk about their faith in a way that applies the power of
the Christian gospel to change people’s lives. Timothy Keller is known for his insightful,
down-to-earth sermons and talks that help people understand themselves, encounter Jesus, and
apply the Bible to their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople alike, Keller helps
readers learn to present the Christian message of grace in a more engaging, passionate, and
compassionate way.

tim keller the reason for god: Rediscovering Jonah Timothy Keller, 2020-06-02 Pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller reveals the hidden depths within the book of



Jonah—the most misunderstood parable in the Bible. Previously published as The Prodigal Prophet
The story of Jonah is one of the most well-known parables in the Bible. It is also the most
misunderstood. Many people, even those who are nonreligious, are familiar with Jonah: A rebellious
prophet who defies God and is swallowed by a whale. But there's much more to Jonah's story than
most of us realize. In Rediscovering Jonah, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy
Keller reveals the hidden depths within the book of Jonah. Keller makes the case that Jonah was one
of the worst prophets in the entire Bible. And yet there are unmistakably clear connections between
Jonah, the prodigal son, and Jesus. Jesus in fact saw himself in Jonah. How could one of the most
defiant and disobedient prophets in the Bible be compared to Jesus? Jonah's journey also doesn't end
when he is freed from the belly of the fish. There is an entire second half to his story—but it is left
unresolved within the text of the Bible. Why does the book of Jonah end on what is essentially a
cliffhanger? In these pages, Timothy Keller provides an answer to the extraordinary conclusion of
this biblical parable—and shares the powerful Christian message at the heart of Jonah's story.
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