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The Gospel According to St Matthew: An In-Depth Exploration

the gospel according to st matthew stands as one of the most influential and widely studied
books in the New Testament. As the first book in the Christian Bible’s New Testament, it provides a
unique perspective on the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Unlike the other
gospels, Matthew’s account is distinctly structured to connect the story of Jesus with Old Testament
prophecies, making it particularly resonant for readers familiar with Jewish traditions. In this article,
we will dive deep into the gospel according to St Matthew, exploring its themes, structure, and lasting
significance.

Understanding the Context of the Gospel According to
St Matthew

Before delving into the content, it’s helpful to know who wrote the gospel according to St Matthew
and why. Traditionally attributed to Matthew, a former tax collector and one of Jesus’ twelve apostles,
this gospel was likely composed between AD 70 and 90. Its primary audience appears to be Jewish
Christians who were grappling with their identity in a rapidly changing religious and social landscape.

The Jewish Roots and Audience

One of the gospel’s defining characteristics is its strong connection to Jewish scripture. Matthew
frequently references Old Testament prophecies to demonstrate that Jesus is the promised Messiah.
This gospel opens with a genealogy tracing Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham, the father of the Jewish
nation, emphasizing continuity rather than rupture from Jewish tradition. By doing so, Matthew
reassures Jewish readers that Jesus fulfills the ancient promises made by God.

Why Matthew’s Gospel Matters Today

The gospel according to St Matthew is not just a historical document; it holds timeless lessons for faith
communities around the world. Its teachings on morality, discipleship, and the kingdom of heaven
continue to inspire and challenge readers. The gospel’s emphasis on Jesus as the “Teacher” and “New
Moses” offers a framework for understanding Christian ethics and spiritual growth.

Key Themes in the Gospel According to St Matthew

Several themes permeate the gospel according to St Matthew, each contributing to a rich theological
tapestry that has engaged scholars and believers for centuries.



Jesus as the Fulfillment of Prophecy

Matthew’s gospel meticulously highlights how Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies. For example,
the virgin birth is linked to Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 7:14), and Jesus’ birthplace in Bethlehem fulfills
Micah’s prediction. This theme reassures Jewish readers that Jesus is not a break from their history
but its divine continuation.

The Kingdom of Heaven

Unlike the other Synoptic Gospels, Matthew frequently uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven” instead
of “kingdom of God,” reflecting Jewish customs of avoiding direct use of God’s name. The kingdom is
portrayed as both a present reality and a future hope—Jesus teaches about the values and behaviors
that characterize those who belong to this kingdom. This dual nature invites readers to live in
anticipation of God’s reign while embodying kingdom principles in everyday life.

Jesus as Teacher and Moral Exemplar

The gospel according to St Matthew contains some of the most famous teachings of Jesus, including
the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7). Here, Jesus reinterprets the law with an emphasis on
internal transformation rather than mere external compliance. The Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and
instructions on forgiveness and love highlight this moral vision, encouraging believers to pursue
holiness and compassion.

Discipleship and Mission

Matthew places significant emphasis on what it means to be a disciple. The Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18–20) encapsulates the missionary mandate—to make disciples of all nations, baptizing
and teaching them. This call to action underscores the gospel’s global vision and the responsibility of
Jesus’ followers to spread his message.

Structure and Literary Features of the Gospel
According to St Matthew

The gospel according to St Matthew is carefully structured, blending narrative, teaching, and
fulfillment themes in a way that guides the reader through Jesus’ story and message.

Five Major Discourses

One distinctive feature is the organization around five major discourses or teaching blocks, which
some scholars see as paralleling the five books of Moses in the Torah. These discourses include:



The Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7)1.

The Mission Discourse (chapter 10)2.

The Parables Discourse (chapter 13)3.

The Community Discourse (chapter 18)4.

The Eschatological Discourse (chapters 24–25)5.

Each section offers profound insights into Jesus’ teachings on ethics, community life, evangelism, and
the end times.

Use of Old Testament Quotations

Matthew’s gospel is rich with Old Testament allusions, quoting scripture more than any other gospel.
These references are not random but carefully chosen to emphasize Jesus' role as the Messiah and to
provide theological depth. Readers who recognize these connections gain a fuller understanding of
how Jesus fits into God’s redemptive plan.

Symbolism and Narrative Techniques

Matthew employs symbolism throughout his narrative. For instance, the magi visiting the infant Jesus
represent the inclusion of Gentiles, while the flight to Egypt recalls Israel’s history and God’s
protection. The gospel’s narrative is also marked by a balance between action (Jesus’ miracles and
interactions) and reflection (teachings and discourses), making it both engaging and instructive.

Practical Insights from the Gospel According to St
Matthew

Studying the gospel according to St Matthew offers valuable lessons not only for scholars but for
everyday life and spiritual growth.

Living Out the Beatitudes

The Beatitudes present a radical vision of blessedness that turns worldly values upside down.
Embracing humility, mercy, purity of heart, and peacemaking calls believers to a countercultural
lifestyle that fosters genuine happiness and deeper relationships.



Understanding Forgiveness and Reconciliation

Matthew’s gospel stresses forgiveness as a cornerstone of Christian living. Jesus’ teaching in Matthew
18 about forgiving “seventy times seven” times highlights the boundless nature of grace and the
importance of community harmony.

Embracing the Call to Discipleship

The Great Commission reminds Christians that faith is not passive but active. Sharing the gospel and
making disciples challenge believers to live intentionally, cultivate relationships, and witness through
both words and deeds.

Hope in the Face of Uncertainty

The eschatological teachings in Matthew offer hope amid trials. By focusing on the coming kingdom
and Jesus’ return, believers find encouragement to persevere and maintain faith despite challenges.

The Enduring Legacy of the Gospel According to St
Matthew

Throughout history, the gospel according to St Matthew has shaped Christian theology, liturgy, and
ethics. Its influence extends beyond religious circles into literature, art, and culture. For instance,
many of Jesus’ sayings recorded in Matthew have become foundational texts for sermons and ethical
teachings around the world.

Whether you are reading the gospel for the first time or returning to it with deeper questions,
Matthew’s gospel invites a journey of discovery. It challenges readers to see Jesus not only as a
historical figure but as a living teacher whose message continues to transform lives today.

Exploring the gospel according to St Matthew opens the door to understanding the heart of Christian
faith—where history, prophecy, and hope converge in the person of Jesus Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew?
The main theme of the Gospel according to St. Matthew is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, emphasizing Jesus as the promised Messiah
and King.



Who is traditionally believed to be the author of the Gospel
according to St. Matthew?
The Gospel according to St. Matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew, a tax collector and one of
Jesus' twelve apostles.

How does the Gospel of Matthew begin and why is it
significant?
The Gospel of Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus, tracing His lineage to Abraham and David,
which is significant as it establishes Jesus' rightful place in Jewish history and as the Messiah.

What unique material is found in the Gospel according to St.
Matthew that is not in the other Gospels?
The Gospel of Matthew contains the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7), which includes the
Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer, unique for its detailed teaching on ethics and discipleship.

How does Matthew portray Jesus’ relationship with the Jewish
Law?
Matthew portrays Jesus as fulfilling and deepening the Jewish Law, emphasizing that He did not come
to abolish the Law but to fulfill it, and teaching a higher righteousness.

What role do parables play in the Gospel of Matthew?
Parables in Matthew are used extensively to teach moral and spiritual lessons, revealing truths about
the Kingdom of Heaven in a way that is accessible yet profound.

How is the theme of the Kingdom of Heaven emphasized in
Matthew’s Gospel?
The Kingdom of Heaven is a central theme in Matthew, highlighted through Jesus’ teachings, parables,
and miracles, presenting it as both a present reality and a future hope.

What is significant about the Great Commission in Matthew?
The Great Commission, found at the end of Matthew (28:18-20), is significant as Jesus commands His
disciples to make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching them, emphasizing the universal
mission of the Church.

How does Matthew’s Gospel address the inclusion of Gentiles?
Matthew’s Gospel includes the visit of the Magi and Jesus’ final commission to all nations, indicating
the inclusion of Gentiles in God’s salvation plan.



What is the significance of the Resurrection narrative in the
Gospel according to St. Matthew?
The Resurrection narrative in Matthew confirms Jesus’ victory over death, fulfills prophecy, and serves
as the foundation for Christian faith, ending with Jesus’ assurance of His continual presence with
believers.

Additional Resources
The Gospel According to St Matthew: An In-Depth Examination of Its Theological and Historical
Significance

the gospel according to st matthew stands as one of the four canonical gospels in the New
Testament, offering a distinctive portrayal of Jesus Christ’s life, teachings, and mission. Esteemed for
its unique blend of narrative, theological depth, and connection to Jewish tradition, this gospel has
been the subject of extensive scholarly study, religious reflection, and historical inquiry. As the first
book in the New Testament, it sets a foundational tone for Christian scripture, emphasizing Jesus as
the promised Messiah and a teacher of divine law.

In this investigative review, we explore the gospel according to St Matthew through multiple
lenses—its authorship, thematic elements, literary structure, and its role within the broader biblical
canon. By examining how this gospel interacts with its historical context and theological objectives,
we uncover layers of meaning that continue to influence Christian thought and practice today.

Authorship and Historical Context

The question of who authored the gospel according to St Matthew has long intrigued biblical scholars.
Traditionally attributed to Matthew, one of Jesus’s twelve apostles and a former tax collector, the
gospel’s authorship is debated due to the anonymous nature of the text itself. Modern scholarship
often suggests that the gospel was written by an unknown Jewish-Christian scribe or community,
likely between 70 and 90 CE, after the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple.

This dating is significant, as it places the gospel in a period of intense religious and social upheaval.
The early Christian movement was grappling with its identity in relation to Judaism, especially after
the Temple’s fall and the growing separation between Jewish and Gentile communities. The gospel
according to St Matthew reflects this tension, weaving a narrative that appeals both to Jewish
audiences familiar with Hebrew Scriptures and to emerging Gentile believers.

The Role of Jewish Tradition and the Old Testament

One of the gospel according to St Matthew’s defining features is its deliberate connection to Jewish
law and prophecy. The text frequently references Hebrew Scriptures, asserting Jesus as the fulfillment
of messianic prophecies. For instance, the genealogy in chapter 1 traces Jesus’s lineage to Abraham
and King David, underscoring his rightful place in Jewish history.



The gospel’s emphasis on the Mosaic Law is another distinctive trait. Unlike the Gospel of Mark, which
focuses more on Jesus’s actions and miracles, Matthew presents Jesus as a new Moses figure who
reinterprets and fulfills the law. The Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7) exemplifies this approach,
offering a comprehensive moral teaching that redefines righteousness in ways that challenge and
expand traditional understandings.

Literary Structure and Thematic Analysis

The gospel according to St Matthew is carefully structured, alternating between narrative sections
and blocks of teaching material. This organization serves to highlight Jesus’s dual identity as both a
miracle-working Messiah and a profound teacher.

Five Discourses: A Reflection of Torah

A notable literary feature is the division of the gospel into five major discourses or sermons, which
some scholars argue mirrors the five books of the Torah. These discourses include:

The Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7)1.

The Missionary Discourse (chapter 10)2.

The Parables of the Kingdom (chapter 13)3.

The Community Discourse (chapter 18)4.

The Eschatological Discourse (chapters 24–25)5.

Each discourse addresses different aspects of Jesus’s teaching, ranging from ethical behavior and
community life to future expectations about the Kingdom of Heaven. This structure reinforces the
gospel’s intent to present Jesus as a teacher who offers a comprehensive guide for living in
accordance with God’s will.

Portrayal of Jesus and the Kingdom of Heaven

In the gospel according to St Matthew, Jesus is portrayed as both a fulfillment of Jewish expectation
and a universal savior. The term “Kingdom of Heaven,” unique to Matthew compared to the “Kingdom
of God” used in other gospels, emphasizes a spiritual realm aligning with Jewish sensibilities that
avoid directly pronouncing the divine name.

Jesus’s teachings about the Kingdom reveal a nuanced vision that combines present ethical demands
with future eschatological hope. Parables such as the mustard seed and the leaven illustrate the
Kingdom’s mysterious growth and transformative power. This dual focus on “already” and “not yet”



elements continues to shape Christian theology and eschatology.

Comparative Insights: Matthew Versus Other Synoptic
Gospels

The gospel according to St Matthew shares much content with Mark and Luke, collectively known as
the Synoptic Gospels, yet it also exhibits distinctive characteristics that warrant close comparison.

Matthew’s Unique Additions and Emphases

While much of Matthew’s narrative parallels Mark’s, Matthew includes unique elements such as:

The detailed genealogy tracing Jesus’s lineage to David and Abraham

The infancy narrative focusing on the visit of the Magi and the flight to Egypt

An expanded collection of Jesus’s teachings, especially the Sermon on the Mount

Greater emphasis on the Church as a community, including instructions about church discipline

These additions highlight Matthew’s particular theological and pastoral concerns, reflecting a
community seeking to define its identity amid external pressures and internal challenges.

Differences in Tone and Audience

Matthew’s gospel exhibits a more structured and formal tone compared to Mark’s urgency and Luke’s
universalism. Scholars suggest that Matthew was written primarily for a Jewish-Christian audience,
aiming to demonstrate that Jesus was the anticipated Messiah who fulfilled Jewish prophecy and law.

In contrast, Mark’s gospel is often seen as more immediate and action-oriented, while Luke
emphasizes inclusion of Gentiles and marginalized groups. Understanding these differences enhances
appreciation of the gospel according to St Matthew’s distinctive voice within the New Testament.

Theological Implications and Contemporary Relevance

The gospel according to St Matthew continues to resonate with modern readers, not only for its
theological insights but also for its ethical guidance and vision of community.



Ethical Teachings and Social Impact

The Sermon on the Mount remains one of the most influential ethical texts in Western thought. Its
teachings on humility, mercy, peacemaking, and forgiveness challenge individuals and societies to
envision a higher standard of moral conduct. Concepts such as the Beatitudes have found application
beyond religious contexts, inspiring social justice movements and humanitarian efforts.

Matthew’s Vision of Community and Church

Instructions concerning community life and discipline in Matthew’s gospel have shaped Christian
ecclesiology and practice. The emphasis on reconciliation, accountability, and unity reflects an early
Christian effort to maintain cohesion and fidelity to Jesus’s message amid external opposition and
internal disputes.

This focus on community remains relevant in contemporary discussions about church governance,
conflict resolution, and interfaith dialogue.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its significance, the gospel according to St Matthew is not without scholarly critique. Some
challenge its historical accuracy, especially the infancy narratives and the rigid genealogical
framework. Others note the tension between its Jewish orientation and the increasingly Gentile
character of early Christianity, raising questions about its inclusivity.

Furthermore, certain passages have been scrutinized for contributing to anti-Jewish interpretations
historically associated with Christian supersessionism. Modern scholarship and religious communities
continue to engage with these aspects critically, seeking to contextualize and reinterpret the text
responsibly.

The gospel according to St Matthew remains a cornerstone of biblical literature, balancing rich
theological depth with practical teaching. Its enduring influence is evident in religious traditions,
academic studies, and cultural expressions worldwide, inviting ongoing reflection on the life and
message of Jesus as portrayed through Matthew’s distinctive lens.
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George Dunbar Kilpatrick, 2007
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel According to St. Matthew, With Notes, by
M.F. Sadler Matthew, 2025-05-22 Explore the profound teachings and narrative of the Gospel of
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Matthew. The notes, &o., will meet the require ments of all who wish to prepare the Gospel of St.
Matthew in English for examination. The Publishers are issuing, on the same lines, all the Books of
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experience in the teaching of Divinity. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  the gospel according to st matthew: Commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew Saint
Thomas Aquinas, 2011-12-31 The Commentary on the Gospel According to St. Matthew is a
translation of Saint Thomas Aquinas' lectures on the Gospel of Saint Matthew given in Paris in
approximately the year 1270. This is the first ever translation into English of this major work of the
Angelic Doctor. It will be a useful commentary for Catholics and non-Catholics, but especially as an
aid for preaching sermons. Numerous explanations and cross references to other works of St.
Thomas are given in the text. St. Thomas is a master of Scripture and the Church Fathers, which are
continuously interwoven in this simple but profoundly enlightening text.
  the gospel according to st matthew: A Commentary on the Gospel According to St. Matthew
Floyd Vivian Filson, 1960
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel of St. Matthew John C. Fenton, 1964
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel According to St. Matthew R. V. G.
Tasker, 1966
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel According to St. Matthew Alexander
Maclaren, 2018-01-18 Excerpt from The Gospel According to St. Matthew: Chapters IX to XVII This
word of encouragement, which exhorts to both cheerfulness and courage, is often upon Christ's lips.
It is only once employed in the Gospels by any other than He. If we throw together the various
instances in which He thus speaks, we may get a somewhat striking View of the hindrances to such a
temper of bold, buoyant cheerfulness which the world presents, and of the means for securing it
which Christ provides. But before I consider these individually, let me point you to this thought, that
such a disposition, facing the inevitable sorrows, evils, and toilsome tasks of life with glad and
courageous buoyancy, is a Christian duty, and is a temper not merely to be longed for, but
consciously and definitely to be striven after. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel According to ST. MATTHEW King James,
2019-12-31 This keepsake hard cover edition of The Gospel According to St. Matthew was taken
from the King James translation of the Bible. The King James Translation is a masterwork of style,
and the most important book in the English language, it has been the driving force in shaping the
English-speaking world for hundreds of years. The Gospel According to St. Matthew tells the story of
how Jesus was rejected and crucified. Itgoes starts with Jesus' origins, showing him as the Son of
God from birth and the fulfillment of Old Testament messianic prophecies. Jesus is shown as a
healing and miracle-working Messiah of Israel.
  the gospel according to st matthew: The Gospel According to St. Matthew Randolph V.
Tasker, 1979
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