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The Birth of King Arthur: Origins of a Legendary Monarch

the birth of king arthur marks the beginning of one of the most enduring legends in Western
mythology. The story of Arthur’s arrival into the world is shrouded in mystery, magic, and political
intrigue—a tale that has captivated audiences for centuries. Far more than just a simple birth
narrative, the origins of King Arthur intertwine history, myth, and folklore, painting a vivid picture of
medieval Britain’s hopes, fears, and dreams. Let’s embark on a journey to explore the fascinating
details surrounding the birth of this iconic king and uncover the layers that have made his story
timeless.

The Historical and Mythical Context of Arthur’s Birth

Before delving into the specifics of Arthur’s birth, it’s important to understand the backdrop against
which his story unfolds. The legend is set during a turbulent period in Britain’s history, following the
collapse of Roman rule. This era, often called the Dark Ages or the early medieval period, was
marked by invasions, shifting alliances, and the struggle for power among local warlords.

The Blending of History and Legend

One of the reasons the birth of King Arthur remains so intriguing is that it exists at the crossroads of
history and myth. While there is little concrete evidence that Arthur was a real historical figure,
many scholars believe his character was inspired by one or more Celtic chieftains who resisted
Anglo-Saxon invasions. Over time, the historical figure became embellished with magical elements,
transforming into the legendary king of Camelot.

This blending of fact and fiction is typical of medieval storytelling, where oral tradition and the
desire to inspire noble ideals often took precedence over strict historical accuracy. Thus, the birth of
King Arthur is not just a story about a child’s arrival but a symbol of hope for unity and justice in a
fractured land.

The Story of Arthur’s Birth in Arthurian Legend

When most people think of the birth of King Arthur, they picture a tale filled with enchantment and
dramatic twists. The earliest and most influential accounts come from medieval writers such as
Geoffrey of Monmouth, Chrétien de Troyes, and later Thomas Malory.

Uther Pendragon and Igraine: The Royal Parents

At the heart of the birth story are Uther Pendragon, the king of Britain, and Igraine, the Duchess of



Cornwall. According to legendary accounts, Uther was deeply in love with Igraine, but she was
married to Gorlois, the Duke of Cornwall. The love triangle sets the stage for a dramatic and magical
conception.

The most famous version of the tale describes how Uther sought the help of Merlin, the enigmatic
wizard, to win Igraine’s affection. Using powerful sorcery, Merlin disguised Uther to look like
Gorlois, enabling him to enter Tintagel Castle and spend the night with Igraine. This union resulted
in the conception of Arthur.

Merlin’s Role in the Birth of Arthur

Merlin’s involvement is crucial and adds a mystical dimension to the narrative. He is not only the
facilitator of Arthur’s birth but also his protector and mentor throughout his life. Merlin’s magic
ensures that Arthur’s birth remains secret, especially important because Uther’s rival, Gorlois, died
during the siege of Tintagel, leaving the child vulnerable.

Merlin’s guidance helps to shape Arthur’s destiny, preparing him for his future as the once and
future king. The birth of King Arthur, therefore, is not just a physical event but a moment imbued
with prophecy and supernatural intervention.

The Symbolism Behind Arthur’s Birth

The narrative of Arthur’s birth carries deep symbolic meaning that resonates beyond the literal
events. It reflects themes of legitimacy, destiny, and renewal that have made the story so enduring.

Legitimacy and the Right to Rule

Arthur’s birth story emphasizes his rightful claim to the throne. Despite the morally ambiguous
circumstances of his conception, Arthur is portrayed as the true heir, destined to unite the kingdom.
This theme speaks to medieval concerns about lineage and the divine right of kings.

The secrecy surrounding Arthur’s birth and his upbringing away from the court also highlight the
idea that true nobility and leadership qualities come from more than just blood—they are shaped by
character, wisdom, and destiny.

Renewal and Hope in Troubled Times

In a time of chaos and conflict, the birth of Arthur symbolizes hope for a better future. He is often
depicted as a messianic figure who will restore peace and justice to Britain. This sense of renewal is
echoed in the magical elements of the story, such as Merlin’s involvement and the eventual rise of
Camelot as a shining beacon of chivalry.



Different Versions and Interpretations of Arthur’s Birth

Because the legend of King Arthur evolved over centuries, various authors have provided their own
takes on his birth, each adding unique details or perspectives.

Geoffrey of Monmouth’s “Historia Regum Britanniae”

Geoffrey’s 12th-century chronicle is one of the earliest written sources to popularize Arthur’s story.
He presents the birth as a miraculous event orchestrated by Merlin, emphasizing Arthur’s royal
lineage and destined kingship. Geoffrey’s work laid the foundation for many later retellings.

Thomas Malory’s “Le Morte d’Arthur”

Written in the 15th century, Malory’s compilation remains one of the most influential Arthurian texts
in English literature. Malory expands on the birth story, blending romance and chivalry with
historical elements. His portrayal of Uther, Igraine, and Merlin is rich in detail, adding emotional
depth to the narrative.

Modern Retellings and Adaptations

Contemporary writers and filmmakers continue to reinterpret the birth of King Arthur, often
exploring the story from new angles or emphasizing different themes. Whether focusing on the
mystical aspects or the political intrigue, modern adaptations keep the legend alive and relevant for
today’s audiences.

Why the Birth of King Arthur Continues to Captivate

The enduring appeal of the birth of King Arthur lies in its combination of universal themes and
imaginative storytelling. It offers a compelling origin story that explains the rise of a hero destined
to change his world. The mixture of romance, magic, and political drama ensures that the tale
remains engaging across generations.

Lessons from the Legend

Beyond entertainment, the story offers valuable insights into leadership, destiny, and resilience.
Arthur’s birth under extraordinary circumstances and his rise to greatness remind us that greatness
often emerges from adversity. It encourages readers to consider the qualities that make a true
leader—not just power or birthright, but wisdom, courage, and compassion.



Exploring the Myth in Cultural Context

Studying the birth of King Arthur also provides a window into the values and beliefs of medieval
society. The story reflects medieval ideas about kingship, legitimacy, and divine intervention, making
it a rich subject for historians and literary scholars alike.

By understanding the origins of this legendary figure, we gain a deeper appreciation for how myths
shape cultural identity and continue to inspire us today.

The birth of King Arthur remains a story of magic, intrigue, and destiny—a timeless narrative that
invites each generation to rediscover the mystery behind one of history’s greatest legends.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the parents of King Arthur according to legend?
King Arthur's parents were Uther Pendragon and Igraine, as described in Arthurian legend.

How was King Arthur conceived in the traditional stories?
King Arthur was conceived when Uther Pendragon, with the help of Merlin's magic, disguised
himself as Igraine's husband to be with her.

What role did Merlin play in the birth of King Arthur?
Merlin used his magical powers to help Uther Pendragon meet Igraine, leading to Arthur's
conception, and later arranged for Arthur to be raised in secret.

Was King Arthur's birth considered legitimate in the legends?
Arthur's birth was somewhat secretive and surrounded by magic, but he was considered the
legitimate son of Uther Pendragon and rightful heir to the throne.

Where was King Arthur born according to most Arthurian
tales?
Arthur is often said to have been born in Tintagel Castle in Cornwall, England.

Why was King Arthur's birth kept a secret?
To protect Arthur from political enemies and threats to his life, Merlin arranged for him to be raised
in secret by Sir Ector.



What significance does Arthur's birth have in British folklore?
Arthur's birth marks the beginning of a legendary era of chivalry, magic, and the quest for the Holy
Grail in British folklore.

How does the story of King Arthur's birth differ in various
versions?
Some versions emphasize magical elements with Merlin's involvement, others focus more on
political intrigue, but all highlight Arthur's royal lineage.

Did King Arthur have any siblings mentioned in the birth
stories?
Most legends do not mention siblings; Arthur is usually described as the only son of Uther
Pendragon and Igraine.

What prophecy or destiny was associated with King Arthur's
birth?
It was prophesied that Arthur would become a great king who would unite Britain and bring peace
and justice to the land.

Additional Resources
The Birth of King Arthur: Unraveling the Origins of a Legendary Monarch

the birth of king arthur stands as one of the most captivating and enigmatic moments in British
mythology and medieval literature. This epochal event is not just the beginning of a legendary
figure’s life but also a pivotal narrative that has shaped centuries of storytelling, cultural identity,
and historical speculation. King Arthur, often hailed as the quintessential British monarch, has
origins steeped in a blend of myth, folklore, and perhaps some historical truth. Understanding the
birth of King Arthur requires a deep dive into the sources, contexts, and interpretations that have
evolved over time.

The Mythical Foundations of King Arthur's Birth

The birth of King Arthur is primarily documented in medieval literature, with the earliest known
references found in Welsh and Breton folklore, subsequently expanded by Geoffrey of Monmouth’s
12th-century work, *Historia Regum Britanniae* (The History of the Kings of Britain). Geoffrey’s
account is crucial because it introduces the narrative framework that many later retellings would
adopt or adapt.

According to Geoffrey, Arthur’s birth was shrouded in secrecy and intrigue. Uther Pendragon,
Arthur’s father and the reigning king, was desperate for an heir. With the help of the wizard Merlin,



Uther was magically transformed to resemble Gorlois, Duke of Cornwall, allowing him to enter
Gorlois’s wife, Igraine’s chamber. This deceptive union resulted in the conception of Arthur, who
was then hidden away to protect him from political threats.

This version of Arthur’s birth emphasizes themes of magic, deception, and destiny—hallmarks of
Arthurian legend. It also sets the stage for the young prince’s later rise, marked by extraordinary
events such as the extraction of the sword from the stone, symbolizing divine approval and
legitimacy.

Historical Context and Potential Realities

While the birth of King Arthur is enveloped in myth, historians have long debated whether Arthur
was a real historical figure or purely a literary invention. Some scholars hypothesize that Arthur may
have been inspired by a Romano-British leader who resisted Saxon invasions in the 5th or 6th
century. However, concrete evidence remains elusive.

The birth narrative, therefore, must be viewed through the dual lenses of legend and possible
historical kernel. The lack of contemporaneous records suggests that much of what is known about
Arthur’s birth is a product of oral traditions that were later codified by medieval chroniclers. This
blending of fact and fiction reflects the medieval tendency to ascribe heroic origins to kings,
intertwining political propaganda and cultural mythology.

Symbolism and Literary Evolution of Arthur’s Birth

Beyond its narrative function, the birth of King Arthur symbolizes the emergence of a new era.
Arthur’s conception under magical circumstances and his secretive birth symbolize the intertwining
of the supernatural with the political in medieval storytelling. The involvement of Merlin, a figure
often interpreted as a shaman or druid archetype, further reinforces the mystical connotations of
Arthur’s origin.

Over time, the birth story evolved in various literary cycles, including the French *Vulgate Cycle*
and later Thomas Malory’s *Le Morte d’Arthur*, further enriching and sometimes complicating the
mythos. These retellings often added new characters, motives, and political contexts, reflecting
changing societal values and literary tastes.

Key Elements of King Arthur’s Birth Across Narratives

Parentage: Uther Pendragon as the father, with Igraine as the mother, is a consistent feature,
symbolizing royal legitimacy.

Merlin’s Role: The wizard’s involvement in orchestrating Arthur’s conception and protecting
his infancy is central to the legend.

Secrecy and Protection: Arthur’s birth is hidden to shield him from enemies, highlighting



themes of vulnerability and destiny.

Magical Interventions: Transformation spells and prophetic elements underscore the
supernatural influence on his life.

These elements not only define the birth narrative but also establish motifs that permeate Arthurian
legend, influencing character development and plot progression in subsequent tales.

Comparative Perspectives: Arthur’s Birth and Other
Legendary Figures

Examining the birth of King Arthur alongside other mythic or semi-historical figures reveals common
narrative patterns. For instance, the secretive and miraculous births of heroes are recurrent in
global mythologies, from the Greek Hercules to the Biblical Moses. These stories often serve to
legitimize rulers or heroes and to symbolize the intervention of fate or divine will.

In Arthur’s case, the magical transformation of Uther and Merlin’s guidance parallel the archetype
of the hidden or chosen child destined for greatness. This comparison not only situates Arthur within
a broader mythological context but also highlights the universal appeal of such narratives in
constructing national or cultural identities.

Pros and Cons of the Legendary Birth Narrative

Pros:

Enhances the mystique and grandeur surrounding King Arthur.

Provides a compelling foundation for the themes of destiny and legitimacy.

Engages audiences with supernatural and dramatic elements.

Cons:

Blurs historical accuracy, complicating scholarly research.

May overshadow possible real historical figures behind the legend.

Can lead to conflicting versions, confusing readers and historians alike.



These factors illustrate why the birth of King Arthur remains a topic of both fascination and debate
among historians, literary critics, and enthusiasts.

The Cultural Impact of King Arthur’s Birth Story

The birth of King Arthur has transcended its medieval origins to become an enduring symbol in
popular culture. From literature and theater to film and television, the story of Arthur’s mysterious
and magical genesis continues to inspire new adaptations and interpretations.

Its influence extends beyond entertainment, shaping national identity and cultural memory in Britain
and beyond. The motif of a rightful king hidden from danger resonates in political discourse and
collective imagination, underscoring the power of myth in social cohesion.

Moreover, the birth narrative’s supernatural elements have contributed to the development of
fantasy genres, establishing archetypes that writers still explore today. Merlin’s role as a magical
advisor and the motif of transformation remain staples in modern storytelling.

As the legend evolves, so too does the interpretation of Arthur’s birth—sometimes emphasizing
historical realism, other times focusing on mythic grandeur—testifying to the legend’s flexibility and
enduring relevance.

The birth of King Arthur, while shrouded in mystery and myth, continues to be a foundational story
that shapes our understanding of heroism, leadership, and the interplay between history and legend.
It invites ongoing exploration and reinterpretation, ensuring that the tale of Arthur’s origins remains
alive in both scholarly discourse and popular imagination.
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as well as other connected British Celtic Legends and Myths: King Arthur - An Introduction by H. W.
Mabie Le Morte d'Arthur by Thomas Malory The Legends of King Arthur and His Knights by James
Knowles King Arthur and His Knights by Maude L. Radford The Story of King Arthur and His Knights
by Howard Pyle The Story of the Champions of the Round Table by Howard Pyle The Story of Sir
Launcelot and His Companions by Howard Pyle Idylls of the King by Alfred Tennyson Sir Gawain and
the Green Knight by Richard Morris The Mabinogion Myths and Legends of the Celtic Race
  the birth of king arthur: KING ARTHUR - Ultimate Collection: 10 Books of Myths, Tales

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/the-birth-of-king-arthur.pdf


& The History Behind The Legendary King Howard Pyle, Richard Morris, James Knowles, T. W.
Rolleston, Thomas Malory, Alfred Tennyson, Maude L. Radford, 2023-11-16 The 'KING ARTHUR -
Ultimate Collection: 10 Books of Myths, Tales & The History Behind The Legendary King' is a rich
tapestry of narrative adventure and literary exploration, bringing together an eclectic mix of tales
about the iconic British leader and the chivalric order of the Round Table. This anthology showcases
a remarkable diversity in storytelling, with works ranging from classic Arthurian legends to
reinterpretations that breathe new life into ancient narratives. The compilation illuminates the
enduring appeal of King Arthurs saga, spotlighting its influence on various literary styles and
epochs, and the extraordinary depth with which these authors delve into the legends moral and
ethical quandaries stands as a testament to its thematic richness and complexity. The contributing
authors and editors, including figures like Howard Pyle and Alfred Tennyson, are rooted in
dramatically different historical and cultural backgrounds, offering readers a panoramic view of the
Arthurian legends evolution across time. Their collective works underscore significant movements
within literature, from medieval romance to Victorian poetry, revealing how each period reimagined
the Arthurian world to reflect contemporary concerns and values. This anthology is not just a
collection of stories; it is a dialogue across centuries, showcasing the adaptability and resilience of
the Arthurian legends. 'Readers seeking a comprehensive yet deeply nuanced exploration of the King
Arthur mythos will find this collection invaluable. It is an enlightening journey through the ages,
offering a unique opportunity to experience the myriad ways in which these timeless stories have
been told and retold. By encompassing a broad spectrum of perspectives, styles, and themes, this
anthology enriches our understanding of King Arthur's legend, inviting us to reconsider our notions
of heroism, leadership, and morality. This collection is indispensable for enthusiasts of mythic
literature, providing both an educational resource and a wellspring of inspiration that rekindles the
magic and mystery of Arthur's world for a new generation.'
  the birth of king arthur: King Arthur Rodney Castleden, 2000 Surveys the known history of
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medieval topic; yet The Idylls of the Kingwere accepted as the national epic, and a flood of lesser
works was inspired by them, on both sides of the Atlantic. Elisabeth Brewer and Beverly Taylor
survey the course of Arthurian literature from 1800 to the present day, and give an account of all the
major English and American contributions. Some of the works are well-known, but there are also a
host of names which will be new to most readers, and some surprises, such as J. Comyns Carr's King
Arthur, rightly ignored as a text, but a piece oftheatrical history, for Sir Henry Irving played King
Arthur, Ellen Terry was Guinevere, Arthur Sullivan wrote the music, and Burne-Jones designed the
sets. The Arthurian works of the Pre-Raphaelites are discussed at length, as are the poemsof Edward
Arlington Robinson, John Masefield and Charles Williams. Other writers have used the legends as
part of a wider cultural consciousness: The Waste Land, David Jones's In Parenthesis and The
Anathemata, and the echoes ofTristan and Iseult in Finnigan's Wake are discussed in this context.
Novels on Arthurian themes are given their due place, from the satirical scenes of Thomas Love
Peacock's The Misfortunes of Elphin and Mark Twain's A Connecticut Yankee at King Arthur's Court
to T.H. White's serio-comic The Once and Future King and the many recent novelists who have
turned away from the chivalric Arthur to depict him as a Dark Age ruler. The Return of King
Arthurincludes a bibliography of British and American creative writing relating to the Arthurian
legends from 1800 to the present day.
  the birth of king arthur: A Brief History of King Arthur Mike Ashley, 2013-02-07 Who was the
real King Arthur? What do the historical documents tell us about the Knight of the Round Temple? It
is just a chivalric fantasy? The story of Arthur has been handed down to us by Medieval poets and
legends - but what if he actually existed and was in fact a great king in the early years of Britain's



story. Mike Ashley visits the source material and uncovers unexpected new insights into the legend:
there is clear evidence that the Arthurian legends arose from the exploits of not just one man, but at
least three originating in Wales, Scotland and Brittany. The true historical Arthur really existed and
is distantly related to the present royal family.
  the birth of king arthur: The Lost Tomb of King Arthur Graham Phillips, 2016-04-11 One
man’s journey to uncover the final resting place of the historical King Arthur • Pinpoints the exact
locations of Arthur’s tomb, the ruins of Camelot, and the sword Excalibur using literary research and
the latest geophysics equipment • Examines previously unknown ancient manuscripts preserved in
the vaults of the British Library--including one written within the living memory of Arthur’s time •
Reveals the mythic king as the real-life leader Owain Ddantgwyn, who united the British to repel
invasion from Germany around 500 AD One of the most enigmatic figures in world history, King
Arthur has been the subject of many fantastical tales over the past 1500 years, leading many
scholars to regard him and his fabled city of Camelot simply as myth. But, as Graham Phillips shows
through a wealth of literary and scientific evidence, King Arthur was a real man, Camelot a real
place, and the legendary Excalibur a real sword--and Phillips has located them all. Phillips examines
the earliest stories of Arthur as well as previously unknown ancient manuscripts preserved in the
vaults of the British Library in London, such as the work of the 9th-century monk Nennius, to
pinpoint the exact locations of Arthur’s tomb, the ruins of Camelot, and the sword Excalibur. He
reveals the mythic king as the real-life leader Owain Ddantgwyn, who united the British to repel
invasion from Germany around 500 AD. Moving his quest from library vaults to the real sites of
Arthur’s life, the author confirms his research through a Dark Age monument, hidden away in the
mountains of western Britain, that bears an inscription about a powerful warlord who went by the
battle title “Arthur.” He visits archaeological excavations at the ruins of Viroconium, near Wroxeter
in Shropshire, clearly identifying the ancient city as Camelot, the fortified capital of Arthur’s Britain.
Working with specialist divers and marine archaeologists, he surveys the depths of an ancient lake
in the English countryside to reveal the resting place of Excalibur. Enlisting a team of scientists and
sophisticated geophysics equipment, he uncovers the lost grave of the historical King Arthur, buried
with his shield, just as told in legend. The culmination of 25 years of research, including new
translations of primary source material, this book provides the necessary evidence to allow King
Arthur to finally be accepted as the authentic British king he was.
  the birth of king arthur: Malory's history of king Arthur and the quest of the holy grail,
from the Morte d'Arthur, ed. by E. Rhys Arthur (king.), 1886
  the birth of king arthur: Malory's history of King Arthur and the Quest of the Holy Grail
Ernest Rhys, 1887
  the birth of king arthur: La Mort D'Arthure: The History of King Arthur and of the Knights of
the Round Table Thomas Malory, 2022-07-06 Reprint of the original, first published in 1865. Edited
from the Text of the Edition of 1634, With Introduction and Noted by Thomas Wright.
  the birth of king arthur: The Grail Cypher Ralph Ellis, 2015-09-21 The secrets of Arthurian
history revealed
  the birth of king arthur: Le Morte D'Arthur Thomas Malory, 2023-10-01 Step into the
legendary world of chivalry and adventure with Thomas Malory's masterpiece, Le Morte D'Arthur.
This timeless tale of knights, quests, and honor has captivated readers for centuries, and now it
awaits your discovery. As Malory weaves his epic tapestry of Camelot and the Knights of the Round
Table, immerse yourself in a realm of bravery, betrayal, and romance. Each page is filled with the
rich tapestry of Arthurian legend, transporting you to a world of myth and magic. But here's the
enigmatic question that lingers: What if the ideals of chivalry and honor explored in Le Morte
D'Arthur still hold relevance in our modern world? Could the quest for nobility and righteousness
transcend time? Delve into the pages of this classic work, where each chapter unfolds like a new
chapter in the history of humanity's quest for greatness. Join Arthur and his knights as they confront
the challenges of their era, inspiring us to reflect on our own journey. Are you prepared to embark
on a quest for truth, honor, and the essence of what it means to be noble? Experience the timeless



beauty of Malory's prose, as he captures the essence of chivalry in vivid detail. Each passage
resonates with the spirit of adventure, beckoning you to join the quest for the Holy Grail. Here's
your invitation to journey to the heart of Arthurian legend. Will you heed the call to adventure and
immerse yourself in the world of Le Morte D'Arthur by Thomas Malory? Seize the opportunity to own
a piece of literary history. Purchase Le Morte D'Arthur now, and let the timeless tale of Camelot
transport you to a realm where honor and valor reign supreme.
  the birth of king arthur: Le Morte Darthur Sir Thomas Malory, William Caxton, 1900
  the birth of king arthur: La Mort D'Arthure , 1865
  the birth of king arthur: Evergreen World Famous Personalities Part-4 Hseham Amrahs,
2024-01-01 Embark on a captivating journey through the annals of history with Evergreen World
Famous Personalities. This richly illustrated volume unveils the lives and legacies of iconic figures
whose influence transcends time. From trailblazing leaders and cultural luminaries to
groundbreaking innovators, each page is a portal into the extraordinary lives that have left an
indelible mark on the world stage. Delve into the narratives of individuals whose stories are woven
into the fabric of global history. Witness the triumphs, challenges, and transformative moments that
define these evergreen personalities. The book transcends boundaries, encompassing figures from
diverse fields and eras, presenting a kaleidoscopic tapestry of human achievement. Whether you
seek inspiration from the wisdom of visionaries, marvel at the creativity of artists, or ponder the
resilience of leaders, Evergreen World Famous Personalities serves as a timeless testament to the
enduring impact of remarkable individuals. Illuminating, insightful, and beautifully curated, this
book invites readers to explore the vibrant mosaic of lives that have shaped the course of humanity.
It is a celebration of the human spirit and the everlasting resonance of those who have left an
indomitable imprint on our collective consciousness.
  the birth of king arthur: The Court Reconvenes International Courtly Literature Society.
Congress, 2003 Table of contents
  the birth of king arthur: King Arthur's Country Stuart Laycock, Christopher Gidlow,
2024-12-30 England today is a rich, complex mix of identities, cultures, and heritages. However, in
the decades after Roman Britain collapsed in the fifth century, the cultures of the Angles and of the
Saxons, with significant degrees of homogeneity, spread rapidly westwards across much of eastern,
southern and central England. Then it stopped. Or was stopped. For the area then still beyond
Anglo-Saxon reach is characterized by a network of military and economic links across the island.
Perhaps significantly, this includes parts of Britain traditionally associated with King Arthur. Later,
the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural kingdom of Mercia, in alliance with British kingdoms in Wales,
spread from the Midlands across England under the mysterious King Penda, dominating the earlier
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms with its wealth and military power. The region that gave birth to Mercia is
also a region that was a most likely base for the elusive figure of King Arthur. The authors use
historical and archaeological evidence, much of it new, to explore the link between Arthur’s kingdom
and the rise of Penda’s Mercia. They seek to locate lost Arthurian battlefields and understand what
happened there, with exciting, new results. This is the story of one region, two kings and two
centuries that changed England forever.
  the birth of king arthur: King Arthur Jeremy Roberts, 2001-01-01 Examines both the legends
and the facts surrounding the literary and historical figure of Britain's King Arthur.
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