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Robin Lakoff Language and Gender: Exploring the Intersection of Communication and Identity

robin lakoff language and gender is a phrase that opens the door to one of the most influential
discussions in sociolinguistics and feminist theory. Robin Lakoff, a pioneering linguist, is widely
credited with bringing attention to the ways language reflects and reinforces gender inequalities.
Her groundbreaking work in the 1970s laid the foundation for understanding how men and women
use language differently and how societal expectations shape these patterns.

If you've ever wondered why men and women sometimes seem to communicate in ways that don’t
quite align or why certain speech habits are associated with femininity or masculinity, Lakoff’s
research offers illuminating insights. Let’s delve deep into her theories, the impact of her work on
language and gender studies, and how her ideas continue to resonate in today’s conversations about
communication, power, and identity.

Who Is Robin Lakoff and Why Does Her Work Matter?

Robin Lakoff is an American linguist whose 1975 book *Language and Woman’s Place* became a
seminal text in the study of language and gender. Before her, few scholars seriously examined how
language perpetuates gender roles and societal expectations. Lakoff’s work challenged the status
quo by highlighting patterns in women'’s speech that, she argued, reflected their subordinate social
position.

Her research was not just about cataloging differences in speech but about understanding the social
consequences of these linguistic behaviors. Lakoff showed that language does more than
communicate information—it also signals power dynamics and societal norms. This perspective
helped open up new avenues for feminist critique and sociolinguistic research.

Core Concepts in Robin Lakoff’'s Language and Gender
Theory

At the heart of Lakoff’s language and gender analysis are several key concepts. These ideas explain
how language usage differs between men and women and why these differences matter.

1. Women’s Language as ‘Deficient’ or ‘Hedged’

Lakoff observed that women often use what she called “hedges” or “empty adjectives” in their
speech. These include phrases like “sort of,” “kind of,” “you know,” or adjectives such as “lovely” or
“divine.” According to Lakoff, these linguistic features make women'’s speech appear less assertive
or confident. She argued that this reflects women's lower social status, where politeness and
deference are expected.



2. Tag Questions and Politeness Strategies

Another hallmark of what Lakoff termed “women’s language” is the frequent use of tag questions,
such as “It’s hot today, isn’t it?” These tags function as politeness strategies, softening statements to
avoid confrontation or to invite agreement. Lakoff suggested that women'’s reliance on these
features is a social adaptation to maintain harmony and avoid dominating conversation.

3. Lexical Differences and Specialized Vocabulary

Lakoff highlighted that women’s vocabulary often includes more color terms, terms related to
appearance, and polite forms of address. For example, women might use more euphemisms or
intensifiers. This specialized vocabulary can both reflect and reinforce traditional gender roles.

4, Lack of Authority and Directives in Women’s Speech

According to Lakoff, women’s speech tends to avoid direct commands or authoritative language.
Instead, women are more likely to use indirect requests or soften imperatives, which can be seen as
reflecting societal expectations that women should be less dominant.

Critiques and Developments Post-Lakoff

While Lakoff’s work was groundbreaking, it has also been subject to critique and further
development. Some scholars argue that her descriptions of women’s language are overly generalized
or even stereotypical. After all, not all women speak the same way, and context plays a huge role in
language use.

Intersectionality and Variation

Later researchers emphasized the importance of considering factors such as class, ethnicity, age,
and context. For example, African American women might use language features differently from
white middle-class women, challenging Lakoff’s more universal claims. The study of language and
gender has evolved to recognize that gender intersects with other social identities.

Power Dynamics in Mixed-Gender Conversations

Studies following Lakoff’s work started to focus more on how power is enacted in conversation
rather than just cataloging linguistic differences. For example, Deborah Tannen’s research
introduced the idea that men and women have different conversational goals, which can cause
misunderstandings.



Why Robin Lakoff’s Language and Gender Theory Still
Matters Today

In contemporary times, awareness about gender and language continues to grow, especially as
conversations expand to include non-binary and transgender identities. Lakoff’s early work provides
a foundation for understanding how language can subtly enforce gender norms and expectations.

Language and Workplace Communication

Understanding Lakoff’s insights can be particularly valuable in professional contexts. For instance,
women who adopt more “male-typical” speech patterns might be perceived as more authoritative,
but they can also face backlash for violating gender norms. Recognizing these dynamics helps in
creating more inclusive communication policies.

Everyday Communication and Social Media

In informal communication—texts, social media posts, and casual conversations—Lakoff’s
observations about politeness, hedging, and indirectness remain relevant. People often
unconsciously adapt their language based on gender expectations, which can impact how messages
are received and interpreted.

Tips for Applying Robin Lakoff’s Language and Gender
Insights

If you're curious about how to use language to navigate gender dynamics more effectively, here are
a few practical takeaways inspired by Lakoff’s research:

¢ Be mindful of hedging: While phrases like “kind of” or “maybe” can soften statements,
overusing them might undermine your authority or clarity.

e Balance politeness and assertiveness: It’s possible to be polite without sacrificing
directness. Practice using clear, confident statements that respect others’ perspectives.

e Recognize context: Different settings call for different communication styles. What works in
a casual chat may not be effective in a formal meeting.

¢ Challenge stereotypes: Don’t assume language patterns based on gender alone. Listen and
adapt to individual communication styles.



Exploring Language and Gender Beyond Lakoff

Robin Lakoff’s contributions opened doors, but the journey to understand language and gender
continues. Today, scholars explore how language shapes identity across a spectrum of genders,
cultures, and communities. The intersection of language, gender, and power remains a vibrant and
evolving field, encouraging us to reflect on how the words we choose can either reinforce
stereotypes or break them down.

Whether you're a student, a professional, or simply curious about communication, diving into the
world of robin lakoff language and gender offers valuable perspectives on how language influences
our social world—and how we might use it to create more equitable interactions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robin Lakoff and what is her contribution to language
and gender studies?

Robin Lakoff is a linguist known for pioneering work in language and gender. She introduced
influential ideas about how language reflects and reinforces gender inequalities, particularly
through her 1975 book "Language and Woman's Place."

What is the main thesis of Robin Lakoff's "Language and
Woman's Place"?

The main thesis is that women's language is characterized by features that reflect and perpetuate
their lower social status, such as politeness, hedging, and lack of assertiveness, which contribute to
gender inequality.

What linguistic features did Robin Lakoff identify as typical of
women's speech?

Lakoff identified features like hedges (e.g., "kind of," "maybe"), tag questions (e.g., "isn't it?"), polite
forms, indirect requests, and a limited swear word vocabulary as typical of women's speech.

How has Robin Lakoff's work influenced feminist linguistics?

Lakoff's work laid the foundation for feminist linguistics by highlighting how language both reflects
and shapes gender roles, inspiring further research on gendered communication and challenging
stereotypes.

What criticisms have been made regarding Robin Lakoff's
theories on language and gender?

Critics argue that Lakoff's model is overly simplistic and based on limited data, reinforcing
stereotypes and ignoring social and cultural variation in women's language use.



How does Robin Lakoff explain the use of politeness strategies
in women's language?

Lakoff suggests that women's use of politeness strategies serves to avoid conflict and express
deference, which reflects their subordinate social position.

In what ways has Robin Lakoff's concept of 'women's
language' been challenged by later research?

Later research has shown that the features Lakoff associated with women's language are not
exclusive to women and vary by context, class, and ethnicity, challenging the idea of a uniform
women's language.

Why is Robin Lakoff's work still relevant in contemporary
language and gender studies?

Her work remains relevant because it was one of the first to systematically analyze gendered
communication, sparking ongoing debates and research on how language intersects with gender and
power dynamics.

Additional Resources

Robin Lakoff Language and Gender: An Analytical Review of Linguistic Gender Dynamics

robin lakoff language and gender represents a pivotal intersection in the fields of sociolinguistics
and gender studies. Lakoff’s groundbreaking work, particularly her 1975 book *Language and
Woman'’s Place*, laid the foundation for understanding how language both reflects and perpetuates
gender inequalities. Her theories introduced the idea that linguistic patterns are not neutral but are
deeply embedded within societal power dynamics, often reinforcing traditional gender roles. This
article explores Lakoff’s contributions, the evolution of language and gender studies, and the
ongoing debates that her work continues to inspire.

Exploring Robin Lakoff’s Contributions to Language
and Gender

Robin Lakoff’s analysis emerged during a period when feminist linguistics was still nascent. She
proposed that women’s language is characterized by particular features that signal uncertainty,
politeness, and a lack of authority. Examples include the frequent use of tag questions (“It’s cold,
isn’t it?”), hedges (“sort of,” “kind of”), and polite forms (“Would you mind...”). Lakoff argued that
these linguistic markers functioned as indicators of women'’s subordinate social status, reflecting
broader societal expectations about femininity and power.

Her work was revolutionary in highlighting that language is not merely a tool for communication but
also a site where social hierarchies are constructed and maintained. Lakoff’s observations
underscored how women'’s speech styles are often perceived as less authoritative, which can affect



their credibility and influence in professional and social contexts.

Key Features of Lakoff’s Language and Gender Theory

Lakoff identified several linguistic features that she believed were characteristic of women'’s speech:

n u

e Hedges and Fillers: Words and phrases that soften statements, such as “I think,
“you know.”

maybe,” or

e Tag Questions: Adding questions to statements to seek confirmation (e.g., “That’s right, isn’t
it?”).

¢ Politeness Strategies: Using indirect requests and mitigated commands to avoid imposition.

¢ Intonation Patterns: Rising intonation at the end of declarative sentences, which can imply
uncertainty.

e Lexical Choices: Preference for ‘empty’ adjectives like “lovely” or “divine” and euphemisms.

These features, according to Lakoff, contribute to a perception of women as less assertive and more
deferential than men, which perpetuates gendered power imbalances in communication.

Contextualizing Lakoff’s Theories in Modern
Sociolinguistics

Since Lakoff’s initial propositions, the study of language and gender has diversified considerably.
While her work was foundational, later research has critiqued and expanded upon her ideas. For
example, Deborah Tannen’s work introduced the concept of genderlects—distinct conversational
styles used by men and women—that emphasize differences without framing one as subordinate.
Similarly, Janet Holmes and Penelope Eckert explored how context, social class, and ethnicity
intersect with gender to shape language use.

One criticism of Lakoff’s model is its tendency to generalize women’s speech patterns, sometimes
portraying female language as inherently weak or deficient. Modern sociolinguistics favors a more
nuanced view, recognizing female linguistic agency and the variability of speech across different
settings and identities.

Comparative Perspectives: Lakoff vs. Later Theorists

| Aspect | Robin Lakoff | Deborah Tannen | Janet Holmes & Others |
I | | | I

| Focus | Women'’s language as subordinate | Gendered conversational styles | Interaction of gender




with context |

| View on Women'’s Speech | Marked by uncertainty and politeness| Different but equal
communication | Diversity and situational variability|

| Impact on Gender Power | Reflects and reinforces inequality | Emphasizes misunderstanding |
Highlights complexity and agency |

This comparison illustrates how Lakoff’s work, while influential, is part of an evolving discourse that
continues to refine our understanding of language and gender.

Applications and Implications of Lakoff’s Language and
Gender Framework

Lakoff’s insights have practical implications across various domains, including education, workplace
communication, and media representation. For instance, awareness of gendered language patterns
can inform teaching strategies that encourage assertiveness and confidence in female students. In
professional settings, understanding how language affects perceptions of authority can help address
gender biases in leadership roles.

Moreover, media analyses often draw on Lakoff’s framework to critique how women’s speech is

portrayed in film, television, and advertising—highlighting the persistence of stereotypical linguistic
tropes that shape public attitudes toward gender.

Pros and Cons of Lakoff’s Approach

e Pros:
o Pioneered the field of gendered linguistics.
o Provided concrete linguistic features linked to social power.

o Raised awareness about language as a tool of social control.

e Cons:
o Overgeneralizes women'’s speech patterns.
o Neglects contextual and cultural diversity.

o Can inadvertently reinforce stereotypes by focusing on female ‘deficiencies.’



These strengths and limitations illustrate why Lakoff’s theories remain both foundational and
contested within linguistic and gender studies.

The Continuing Relevance of Robin Lakoff Language
and Gender Research

Decades after her seminal work, Robin Lakoff’s exploration of language and gender continues to
resonate in academic and social discussions. As conversations about gender identity and expression
grow more complex, her framework provides a starting point for examining how language interacts
with evolving notions of gender. Furthermore, digital communication platforms have introduced new
arenas where gendered language dynamics play out, inviting fresh research inspired by Lakoff’s
pioneering approach.

In an era increasingly attuned to inclusivity and diversity, Lakoff’s legacy challenges scholars and
practitioners alike to consider how language shapes and is shaped by gendered experiences. Her
work invites ongoing inquiry into how linguistic choices affect social equity and personal identity
across cultures and communities.

Robin Lakoff Language And Gender

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Woman's Place Robin Tolmach Lakoff,
2004-07-22 Widely recognized as having inaugurated feminist research on the relationship between
gender and language, this revised edition includes an introduction and annotations by the author in
which she reflects on some of the most widely discussed issues it raises.

robin lakoff language and gender: Context Counts Robin Tolmach Lakoff, 2017-02-24
Context Counts assembles, for the first time, the work of pre-eminent linguist Robin Tolmach Lakoff.
A career that spans some forty years, Lakoff remains one of the most influential linguists of the
20th-century. The early papers show the genesis of Lakoff's inquiry into the relationship of language
and social power, ideas later codified in the groundbreaking Language and Woman's Place and
Talking Power. The late papers reflect her continued exposition of power dynamics beyond gender
that are established and represented in language. This volume offers a retrospective analysis of
Lakoff's work, with each paper preceded by an introduction from a prominent linguist in the field,
including both contemporaries and students of Lakoff's work, and further, Lakoff's own conversation
with these responses. This engaging and, at times, moving reevaluation pays homage to Lakoff's
far-reaching influence upon linguistics, while also serving as an unusual form of autobiography
revealing the decades' long evolution of a scholarly career.

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender Nicole Furch, 2009-10 Seminar
paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, Otto-von-Guericke-University Magdeburg (Institut fur Anglistik),
language: English, abstract: While the most obvious function of language is to communicate
information with other people, language also contributes to two other important functions: to
establish and maintain social relationships and to express and create the social identity of the
speaker. These functions may be recognized less often because information such as class or race is
conveyed not as much through what we say, as through how we say it. In other words, information is
conveyed as much by how we compose our utterances as through the precise character of our


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/robin-lakoff-language-and-gender.pdf

thought. This is certainly true of gender. All of us have different styles of communicating with other
people. Our style depends on a lot of things: where we are from, how and where we were brought
up, our educational background, our age, and it also can depend on our gender. Generally speaking,
men and women talk differently although there are varying degrees of masculine and feminine
speech characteristics in each of us. But men and women speak in particular ways mostly because
those ways are associated with their gender. The styles that men and women use to communicate
have been described as debate vs. relate, report vs. rapport, or competitive vs. cooperative. Men
often seek straightforward solutions to problems and useful advice whereas women tend to try and
establish intimacy by discussing problems and showing concern and empathy in order to reinforce
relationships. At the end of this term paper the reader ought to have an overview of the different
studies existing in gender language, thus the question of differences between these studies ought to
be clarified. Many authors have different opinion concerning this topic, whereas this term paper
investigates similarities and differences between these opi

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Woman's Place Robin Tolmach Lakoff,
1976

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender Penelope Eckert, Sally
McConnell-Ginet, 2003-01-09 Table of contents

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender Mary Talbot, 2010-04-12 This is
an up-to-date textbook in the area of language and gender. Mary Talbot examines the language used
by women and men in a variety of speech situations and genres.

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender Felicity Titjen, 2018-01-25 Essential
study guides for the future linguist. Language and Gender is an introduction to the English language
as a vital, dynamic force in understanding gender. It is suitable for students at advanced level and
beyond. Written with input from the Cambridge English Corpus, it looks at the way English has
adapted - through words, meanings and grammar - to represent different views and beliefs about
gender. Using short activities to help explain analysis methods, this book guides students through
major modern issues and concepts. It summarises key concerns and modern findings, while
providing inspiration for language investigations and non-examined assessments (NEAs) with
research suggestions.

robin lakoff language and gender: The Language War Robin Tolmach Lakoff, 2000 An
exploration of who holds power in America today, and how they use it, keep it or lose it. The text
argues that the struggle for power and status at the end of the 20th century is being played out as a
war over language.

robin lakoff language and gender: The Feminist Critique of Language Deborah Cameron,
1998 First Published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender - Is there a gender gap in
language? Bettina Hanke, 2004-11-27 Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,0 (B), Humboldt-University of Berlin
(Anglistics/American Studies), course: The linguistic situation in the USA, language: English,
abstract: The belief in sex differences has a long tradition. Researches of social scientists have
helped to create and confirm this belief and have helped to develop theories which stress differences
rather than similarities. Robin Lakoff was one of the first linguists who proposed that women's
speech style is a powerless style. She introduced the term “women’s language” which implies that
women and men speak different languages. Lakoff and others have claimed that differences in male
and female language have their source in early childhood socialisation. The assertiveness training
movement which emerged in the 1970s was first established to help people who have
communication problems and was later designed especially for women to solve their alleged
problems of speech style and male-female communication. In the 1980s another approach gained
popularity. The origins lie in the work of the linguist John Gumperz. The two-cultures approach
maintains that communication between women and men is communication across cultures because
the reasons for misunderstanding between them are similar to those of ethnic groups. More recent



works of Elizabeth Aries and Mary Crawford challenge these approaches and demonstrate that
similarities between men and women are far greater than differences. In this paper I want to discuss
several approaches to gender differences and try to answer the questions whether there are
differences in male-female communication and what the causes are for these differences.

robin lakoff language and gender: Women, Gender, and Language in Morocco Fatima
Sadiqi, 2003 This text is an original investigation in the complex relationship between women,
gender, and language in a Muslim, multilingual, and multicultural setting. Moroccan women's use of
monolingualism (oral literature) and multilingualism (code-switching) reflects their agency and
gender-role subversion in a heavily patriarchal society.

robin lakoff language and gender: Talking Difference Mary Crawford, 1995-08-11 Talking
Difference provides an excellent critical review of a good selection of the research in language and
gender published over the last 20 years, including a substantial amount from the area of
psychology... I found this an exhilarating book, written with energy and wit. Crawford maintains a
consistently critical approach, identifying contradictions and ambiguities in popular theories of
gender difference, and exposing conceptual and methodological weaknesses in language and gender
research. The volume is well-structured and readable; it will prove very valuable in undergraduate
and beginning postgraduate courses in language and gender or in women's studies, as well as
offering much which should interest students of communication studies and social psychology"' -
Language in Society The alternative to the essentialist] approach Crawford proposes is the social
constructionist view... Crawford's analysis of conversational humor is particularly eye-opening...
Talking Difference is not only a great read but also an acute criticism of current research and a very
important contribution to feminist theory' - Journal of Pragmatics

robin lakoff language and gender: A Beginner's Guide to Language and Gender Allyson
Jule, 2008-02-05 A Beginner’s Guide to Language and Gender offers a broad and accessible
introduction to the study of gender and language use for those new to the subject. The book
introduces the theoretical and practical perspectives, including relevant frameworks necessary to
understand ways in which language interacts with gender/sex in various settings, including: in
media, in schools, in places of business, in places of worship, and at home. The book is divided into
two parts. Part I explores the historical background to the study of gender and language, moving
through past theoretical approaches and debates to current views and trends. In Part II, gender and
language use are examined in various contexts, specifically in the media, in classrooms, in the
workplace, in the Western church, and at home. Each chapter offers study questions and further
reading suggestions. There is also a helpful glossary of key terms at the back of the book. A
Beginner’s Guide to Language and Gender is designed to be appealing, informative and, above all,
accessible for readers from a range of backgrounds and disciplines.

robin lakoff language and gender: The Women and Language Debate Camille Roman,
Suzanne Juhasz, Cristanne Miller, 1994

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender Sara Mills, 2014-06-03 This volume
examines important themes in the theoretical debates on the relationship of language and gender. It
analyses this relationship across a range of different disciplinary perspectives from linguistics,
literary theory, cultural studies and visual analysis. The focus of the book goes beyond an analysis of
women's language to discuss the complexities of gendered language with chapters on lesbian
poetics, the language of girls and boys and the relationship between gender and genre.

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender - Is There a Gender Gap in
Language? Bettina Hanke, 2011-11 Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,0 (B), Humboldt-University of Berlin
(Anglistics/American Studies), course: The linguistic situation in the USA, 7 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: The belief in sex differences has a long tradition.
Researches of social scientists have helped to create and confirm this belief and have helped to
develop theories which stress differences rather than similarities. Robin Lakoff was one of the first
linguists who proposed that women's speech style is a powerless style. She introduced the term




women's language which implies that women and men speak different languages. Lakoff and others
have claimed that differences in male and female language have their source in early childhood
socialisation. The assertiveness training movement which emerged in the 1970s was first established
to help people who have communication problems and was later designed especially for women to
solve their alleged problems of speech style and male-female communication. In the 1980s another
approach gained popularity. The origins lie in the work of the linguist John Gumperz. The
two-cultures approach maintains that communication between women and men is communication
across cultures because the reasons for misunderstanding between them are similar to those of
ethnic groups. More recent works of Elizabeth Aries and Mary Crawford challenge these approaches
and demonstrate that similarities between men and women are far greater than differences. In this
paper I want to discuss several approaches to gender differences and try to answer the questions
whether there are differences in male-female communication and what the causes are for these
differences.

robin lakoff language and gender: Men and Women in Interaction Elizabeth Aries,
1996-02-29 For many years the dominant focus in gender relations has been the differences between
men and women. Authors such as Deborah Tannen (You Just Don't Understand) and John Gray (Men
are from Mars, Women are from Venus) have argued that there are deep-seated and enduring
differences between male and female personalities, styles, even languages. Elizabeth Aries sees the
issue as more complex and dependent on several variables, among them the person's status, role,
goals, conversational partners, and the characteristics of the situational context. Aries discusses why
we emphasize the differences between the sexes, the ways in which these are exaggerated, and how
we may be perpetuating the very stereotypes we wish to abandon. For psychologists and researchers
of gender and communication, this book will illuminate recent studies in gender relations. For
general readers it will offer a stimulating counterpoint to prevailing views.

robin lakoff language and gender: Constructing and Reconstructing Gender Linda A. M.
Perry, Lynn H. Turner, Helen M. Sterk, Organization for the Study of Communication, Language,
and Gender, 1992-01-01 A multifaceted analysis of gender.

robin lakoff language and gender: Rethinking Language and Gender Research Victoria
Bergvall, 2014-06-11 Rethinking Language and Gender Research is the first book focusing on
language and gender to explicitly challenge the dichotomy of female and male use of language. It
represents a turning point in language and gender studies, addressing the political and social
consequences of popular beliefs about women's language and men's language and proposing new
ways of looking at language and gender. The essays take a fresh approach to the study of subjects
such as language and sex and the use of language to produce and maintain power and prestige.
Topics explored in this text include sex and the brain; the language of a rape hearing; teenage
language; radio talk show exchanges; discourse strategies of African American women; political
implications for language and gender studies; the relationship between sex and gender and the
construction of identity through language. A useful introductory chapter sets the articles in context,
explaining the relationships that exist between them, and full cross-referencing between articles and
an extensive index allow for easy access to information. The interdisciplinary approach of the text,
the wide-range of methodologies presented, and the comprehensive review of the current literature
will make this book invaluable reading for all upper-level undergraduate students, postgraduate
students and researchers in the fields of linguistics, sociolinguistics, gender and cultural studies.

robin lakoff language and gender: Language and Gender: Analyzing Interaction in a Brazilian
Portuguese and English Language Mixed-sex Setting Fernando Cezar Oliveira, Fernando Cezar,
Melo De Oliveira, 2010-04 This dissertation attempts to investigate some interactional features in
the conversation of women and men taking into account verbosity, turn-taking, use of standard
forms, directness and assertiveness. To do so, an ethnographic method of natural conversation
video-recording was utilized within a group of 2 female and 2 male Brazilian Portuguese speakers
and 2 females and 2 males in a group of English speakers. This study suggests that the amount of
talk uttered by women and men when they are in informal occasions may not vary so drastically.



Accordingly, this investigation also shows that females and males may interrupt each other's
conversation almost equally and may make the same use of colloquial language in informal settings.
However, it also shows that women are more likely to make use of hedging devices than men.
Hence, the observation of natural talk between women and men seems to suggest that both genders
might make similar use of the language with respect to some interactional features of language
found in their conversation in informal settings such as the ones described throughout this paper.
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