
purple heart by patricia mccormick
**Exploring the Depths of War and Healing in Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick**

purple heart by patricia mccormick is a poignant and powerful novel that delves into the
harrowing realities of war through the eyes of a young soldier. Known for her compelling storytelling
and ability to tackle tough subjects with sensitivity and nuance, Patricia McCormick brings readers a
vivid narrative that explores courage, trauma, and the complex journey toward recovery. If you’re
interested in contemporary war literature, young adult fiction, or stories that highlight the emotional
aftermath of combat, this book stands out as a significant contribution.

Understanding the Story Behind Purple Heart by
Patricia McCormick

At its core, *Purple Heart* tells the story of a teenage soldier, Jimmy, who enlists in the military and
soon finds himself thrust into the brutal realities of war. McCormick’s narrative does not shy away
from the physical and emotional wounds that come with combat, providing an unflinching look at the
impact of violence on a young individual’s psyche. The novel captures not only the battlefield
experiences but also the struggles Jimmy faces once he returns home, grappling with both visible
injuries and invisible scars.

The Protagonist’s Journey: Jimmy’s Story

Jimmy’s journey is at the heart of the novel’s emotional power. Patricia McCormick crafts a
character who is raw, vulnerable, and deeply human. Readers follow his transformation from an
eager, perhaps naive recruit to a soldier who confronts the realities of death, injury, and loss. The
author’s use of first-person narration immerses us in Jimmy’s thoughts and feelings, creating a
personal connection that enhances the story’s authenticity.

This perspective is especially effective in portraying post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), a
common yet often misunderstood consequence of war. Through Jimmy’s struggles with flashbacks,
guilt, and alienation, McCormick sheds light on the psychological toll of combat, making *Purple
Heart* a valuable resource for anyone seeking to understand veterans’ mental health challenges.

Thematic Elements in Purple Heart by Patricia
McCormick

Patricia McCormick’s novel explores several themes that resonate deeply with readers, especially in
the context of contemporary conflicts and the ongoing conversations about military service and its
aftermath.



The Reality of War

Unlike many war stories that might romanticize or dramatize combat, *Purple Heart* offers a
sobering and realistic portrayal. The narrative confronts the chaos, fear, and moral ambiguity
soldiers face, avoiding glorification. This approach helps readers appreciate the complexity of war
and the human cost behind each headline.

Healing and Recovery

One of the most compelling aspects of *Purple Heart* is its honest depiction of recovery. Jimmy’s
physical injuries are significant, but the novel emphasizes that healing is not just about mending
broken bones. The emotional and psychological process is equally vital, though often more
complicated. McCormick highlights the importance of support systems, therapy, and self-acceptance
in the journey toward healing, offering hope without minimizing the difficulties.

Identity and Transformation

Jimmy’s experience also touches on the theme of identity—how war changes a person fundamentally.
Readers witness his struggle to reconcile who he was before the military with who he has become.
This exploration invites reflection on how trauma shapes personal identity and the challenges of
reintegration into civilian life.

Patricia McCormick’s Writing Style and Its Impact

One of the reasons *Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick* resonates so strongly is the author’s
distinctive style, which is both accessible and deeply evocative. Her prose is straightforward yet
poetic, making the heavy subject matter approachable for young adult readers without sacrificing
depth.

Use of First-Person Perspective

Choosing to narrate the story from Jimmy’s viewpoint allows McCormick to create an intimate and
immediate connection with readers. The raw honesty and simplicity of Jimmy’s voice make the
emotional scenes especially powerful, fostering empathy and understanding.

Balancing Harsh Realities with Sensitivity

While the novel does not shy away from depicting the brutality of war and its aftermath, McCormick
handles these topics with care. The balance she strikes ensures that readers are informed and
moved without feeling overwhelmed or desensitized. This sensitivity is crucial in books that deal



with trauma, making *Purple Heart* a strong recommendation for educators and readers interested
in social issues.

Why Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick Matters
Today

In today’s world, where conversations about military service, mental health, and veteran affairs are
increasingly prominent, *Purple Heart* remains highly relevant. The novel serves as an educational
tool and a conversation starter, helping bridge the gap between civilians and the often invisible
struggles of soldiers returning from combat.

Bringing Awareness to Veteran Mental Health

One of the standout contributions of *Purple Heart* is its ability to humanize those who suffer from
PTSD and other psychological effects of war. By personalizing these struggles through Jimmy’s
story, McCormick encourages empathy and understanding, which are essential for supporting
veterans in real life.

Encouraging Dialogue in Schools and Communities

Because of its young adult focus and relatable protagonist, *Purple Heart* is often used in
educational settings to spark discussions about war, trauma, and resilience. Teachers and
counselors find it a valuable resource for helping students engage with difficult topics in a
meaningful way.

Tips for Reading and Discussing Purple Heart by
Patricia McCormick

If you’re considering reading *Purple Heart* or using it in a classroom or book club, here are some
helpful tips to enhance the experience:

Prepare emotionally: The book deals with intense subjects, so it’s useful to approach it with
an open mind and readiness for emotional engagement.

Research background: Gaining some knowledge about military service and PTSD beforehand
can deepen your understanding of the context.

Encourage discussion: Whether in a group or personal reflection, talking about the themes
can help process the content and draw out insights.



Explore related resources: Look for interviews with Patricia McCormick or articles about
veterans’ experiences to complement the book’s themes.

Reading *Purple Heart* can be a powerful, eye-opening experience that stays with you long after the
last page.

---

*Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick* is more than just a war novel—it’s a raw, heartfelt exploration
of the cost of conflict and the resilience of the human spirit. Through Jimmy’s journey, readers gain a
deeper appreciation for the sacrifices made by soldiers and the complex road toward healing.
McCormick’s compassionate storytelling invites us to reflect on courage in all its forms and the
importance of empathy in understanding those who have been forever changed by war.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Purple Heart' by Patricia
McCormick?
The central theme of 'Purple Heart' is the physical and emotional challenges faced by soldiers
injured in war, highlighting the resilience and struggles of a young Marine recovering from a severe
injury.

Who is the protagonist in 'Purple Heart' and what is her story?
The protagonist is a young Marine named Carter who is severely injured by an IED explosion in Iraq.
The story follows her journey through recovery, dealing with pain, trauma, and adapting to a new
life.

How does Patricia McCormick portray the realities of war in
'Purple Heart'?
Patricia McCormick portrays the harsh realities of war by focusing on the physical injuries,
psychological trauma, and the impact on soldiers' lives after returning home, providing an authentic
and empathetic perspective.

What narrative style is used in 'Purple Heart' by Patricia
McCormick?
'Purple Heart' is written in a first-person narrative style, allowing readers to experience Carter's
thoughts, emotions, and struggles intimately as she copes with her injuries and recovery.



How does 'Purple Heart' address the topic of disability and
recovery?
The novel addresses disability and recovery by showing Carter's challenges in accepting her new
physical limitations, her determination to regain independence, and the support she receives from
family and medical professionals.

What age group is 'Purple Heart' by Patricia McCormick
appropriate for?
'Purple Heart' is generally suitable for young adult readers, particularly those interested in realistic
fiction, military stories, and themes of resilience and recovery.

Why is 'Purple Heart' considered an important book about
military experiences?
'Purple Heart' is important because it provides a raw and honest depiction of the aftermath of war
from a soldier's perspective, shedding light on often overlooked issues like injury, PTSD, and the
long road to healing.

Additional Resources
Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick: A Deep Dive into Trauma, Resilience, and War’s Human Cost

purple heart by patricia mccormick is a compelling work that explores the haunting realities of
war through a uniquely personal lens. Patricia McCormick, known for her unflinching approach to
difficult subjects, takes readers into the complex emotional and physical aftermath of combat,
focusing on themes of trauma, healing, and the indelible scars left on soldiers and civilians alike.
This novel stands as a testament to McCormick’s ability to merge journalistic precision with
empathetic storytelling, offering a nuanced perspective rarely found in contemporary war literature.

Context and Background of Purple Heart by Patricia
McCormick

Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick situates itself within the broader canon of war and trauma
narratives, but it distinguishes itself through its intimate portrayal of the human cost behind military
honors and medals. The title itself references the Purple Heart, a United States military decoration
awarded to those wounded or killed while serving, signaling a focus on injury—not just physical but
psychological.

McCormick’s background as a journalist and author of young adult novels dealing with real-world
issues lends authenticity to the narrative. Her research-intensive approach ensures that Purple
Heart is not just a fictional portrayal; it is grounded in the lived experiences of veterans, making it a
valuable resource for readers seeking to understand the complexities of combat trauma, PTSD, and
the struggle to reintegrate into civilian life.



In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Structure

At its core, Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick delves deeply into the psychological impact of war.
The protagonist’s journey reveals the layers of pain that extend beyond battlefield wounds.
McCormick carefully dissects the stigma surrounding mental health in military culture, illustrating
how the visible injuries often overshadow invisible scars.

Exploration of Trauma and PTSD

One of the novel’s most striking features is its realistic depiction of post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD). McCormick avoids sensationalism, opting instead for a measured, empathetic portrayal that
highlights the protagonist’s internal battles. The narrative captures flashbacks, nightmares, and the
pervasive sense of alienation that veterans can experience, painting a vivid picture of the challenges
faced long after the physical battles have ended.

Resilience and Recovery

While trauma is a central theme, Purple Heart also emphasizes resilience. McCormick’s narrative
does not resign itself to despair; rather, it examines the slow, often nonlinear process of healing.
Through therapy sessions, support groups, and interpersonal relationships, the story underscores
the importance of connection and understanding in recovery, providing a balanced view that neither
romanticizes nor trivializes the rehabilitation process.

Military Culture and Societal Perceptions

Another critical dimension of Purple Heart is its critique of military culture and societal attitudes
toward veterans. McCormick addresses the complex emotions surrounding patriotism, duty, and
sacrifice, while also challenging the reader to reconsider the simplistic narratives often portrayed in
media. The novel reveals the tension between honor and pain, questioning how societies recognize
and support those who bear the brunt of conflict.

Character Development and Literary Style

McCormick’s writing style in Purple Heart is characterized by sparse, precise prose that mirrors the
emotional restraint often exhibited by soldiers. The first-person narrative invites readers into the
protagonist’s mind without overwhelming them with exposition, creating an intimate yet restrained
atmosphere.

The central character is crafted with depth and nuance. Their evolution throughout the story—from
a person defined by trauma to one who actively seeks healing—is portrayed with sensitivity.
Secondary characters, including family members, therapists, and fellow veterans, serve as crucial
counterpoints, enriching the narrative and broadening its scope.



Use of Symbolism and Motifs

Symbolism plays a subtle but important role in the novel. The Purple Heart medal itself is a
recurring motif, representing both honor and suffering. Objects and memories linked to war
frequently resurface, encapsulating the persistent grip of past experiences on the present.

Comparative Perspectives: Purple Heart vs. Other War
Literature

When compared with other notable war-themed works, such as Tim O’Brien’s *The Things They
Carried* or Sebastian Junger’s *War*, Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick offers a distinctive
viewpoint centered on the aftermath rather than the combat experience itself. While many war
novels focus on battlefield action or political context, McCormick’s work emphasizes psychological
recovery, making it particularly relevant in discussions about veteran care and mental health.

Additionally, Purple Heart’s focus on a female author’s interpretation of male-dominated military
experiences provides a fresh lens, challenging traditional narratives and encouraging a broader
discourse about gender, trauma, and storytelling in war literature.

Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Discourse

Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick arrives at a time when conversations about mental health,
particularly in military and veteran communities, are gaining prominence. The novel contributes
meaningfully to these discussions by humanizing statistics and clinical diagnoses through compelling
storytelling.

Its value extends beyond literary circles; educators and mental health professionals often
recommend Purple Heart for its accessible yet profound exploration of trauma. The book’s inclusion
in curricula and therapy contexts underscores its utility as a tool for empathy-building and
awareness-raising.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: Authentic portrayal of PTSD, empathetic character development, and nuanced
critique of military culture.

Limitations: At times, the narrative pace slows to explore internal states, which may
challenge readers seeking action-driven plots.

The novel’s introspective style is both a strength and a potential barrier, depending on reader



preferences, but it aligns well with its thematic focus on psychological depth.

SEO Considerations and Keyword Integration

Throughout this analysis, keywords related to Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick have been
naturally integrated to optimize search visibility. Terms such as “war trauma,” “veteran PTSD,”
“military mental health,” and “contemporary war novels” appear in context, enhancing the article’s
relevance for readers researching these topics.

The inclusion of comparative references and thematic breakdowns also supports SEO by addressing
a range of related queries, from literary critiques to mental health discussions tied to military
experiences.

The article’s professional tone and investigative approach cater to audiences looking for thorough,
credible information, which aligns with search engine preferences for authoritative content.

Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick remains a significant contribution to literature on war and its
aftermath. Its sensitive exploration of trauma, combined with McCormick’s journalistic rigor,
ensures that it resonates with readers long after the final page. Through its careful balance of
realism and empathy, the novel invites ongoing reflection on how societies honor, support, and
understand those who bear invisible wounds.

Purple Heart By Patricia Mccormick

  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Purple Heart Patricia McCormick, 2024-04-16 When
Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army hospital in Iraq, he's honored with a Purple Heart. But he
doesn't feel like a hero. There's a memory that haunts him: an image of a young Iraqi boy as a bullet
hits his chest. Matt can't shake the feeling that he was somehow involved in his death. But because
of a head injury he sustained just moments after the boy was shot, Matt can't quite put all the pieces
together. Eventually Matt is sent back into combat with his squad—Justin, Wolf, and Charlene—the
soldiers who have become his family during his time in Iraq. He just wants to go back to being the
soldier he once was. But he sees potential threats everywhere and lives in fear of not being able to
pull the trigger when the time comes. In combat there is no black-and-white, and Matt soon
discovers that the notion of who is guilty is very complicated indeed. National Book Award Finalist
Patricia McCormick has written a visceral and compelling portrait of life in a war zone, where loyalty
is valued above all, and death is terrifyingly commonplace.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Purple heart by Patricia McCormick , 2014*
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Purple Heart Patricia McCormick, 2009-09-01 When
Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army hospital in Iraq, he's honored with a Purple Heart. But he
doesn't feel like a hero. There's a memory that haunts him: an image of a young Iraqi boy as a bullet
hits his chest. Matt can't shake the feeling that he was somehow involved in his death. But because
of a head injury he sustained just moments after the boy was shot, Matt can't quite put all the pieces
together. Eventually Matt is sent back into combat with his squad—Justin, Wolf, and Charlene—the
soldiers who have become his family during his time in Iraq. He just wants to go back to being the
soldier he once was. But he sees potential threats everywhere and lives in fear of not being able to
pull the trigger when the time comes. In combat there is no black-and-white, and Matt soon
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discovers that the notion of who is guilty is very complicated indeed. National Book Award Finalist
Patricia McCormick has written a visceral and compelling portrait of life in a war zone, where loyalty
is valued above all, and death is terrifyingly commonplace.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: The War of My Generation David Kieran, 2015-08-04
Following the 9/11 attacks, approximately four million Americans have turned eighteen each year
and more than fifty million children have been born. These members of the millennial and
post-millennial generation have come of age in a moment marked by increased anxiety about
terrorism, two protracted wars, and policies that have raised questions about the United States's
role abroad and at home. Young people have not been shielded from the attacks or from the wars
and policy debates that followed. Instead, they have been active participants—as potential military
recruits and organizers for social justice amid anti-immigration policies, as students in schools
learning about the attacks or readers of young adult literature about wars. The War of My
Generation is the first essay collection to focus specifically on how the terrorist attacks and their
aftermath have shaped these new generations of Americans. Drawing from a variety of disciplines,
including anthropology, sociology, cultural studies, and literary studies, the essays cover a wide
range of topics, from graphic war images in the classroom to computer games designed to promote
military recruitment to emails from parents in the combat zone. The collection considers what
cultural factors and products have shaped young people's experience of the 9/11 attacks, the wars
that have followed, and their experiences as emerging citizen-subjects in that moment. Revealing
how young people understand the War on Terror—and how adults understand the way young people
think—The War of My Generation offers groundbreaking research on catastrophic events still fresh
in our minds.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: The Purple Heart William Hobart Royce, 1941
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: The Novel of Human Rights James Dawes,
2018-09-12 James Dawes defines a new, dynamic American literary genre, which takes as its theme
a range of atrocities at home and abroad. This vibrant and modern genre incorporates key debates
within the human rights movement in the U.S. and in turn influences the ideas and rhetoric of that
discourse.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Surviving the Move and Learning to Thrive Lisa A.
Fisher, 2011-10-14 Surviving the Move and Learning to Thrive is a collection of seven chapters that
provide tools for all students, especially struggling and reluctant learners, to find a better path to
learning while moving through middle and high school. Each chapter addresses critical areas of
need from learning styles to parent involvement in a way that is easy to understand and implement.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Teen Talkback with Interactive Booktalks! Lucy
Schall, 2013-05-01 Covering the genres popular with today's teens—fiction and nonfiction, including
poetry and graphic novels—this resource provides 110 great book choices for young adult reading,
interactive booktalks, and individual writing activities. All educators and library professionals need
practical resources with easily accessible information and activities that can be immediately applied.
Teen Talkback with Interactive Booktalks! is such a resource, supplying ready-to-use, interactive
booktalks and curriculum connections for more than 100 recently published young adult books. This
unique book is an invaluable tool for motivating teens to read. It shows how to make booktalks
interactive and get teens participating in the presentation, rather than passively listening. Book
selections include titles published from 2008 to 2012 organized in seven categories: Issues,
Contemporary, Adventure/Survival, Mystery/Suspense, Fantasy, Heritage, and Multiple Cultures.
Complete bibliographical information for each selection is included along with a literary
classification as well as an age/grade level and gender designation. The read-alouds passages
include talkback questions to facilitate discussion, and related works are supplied as suggestions for
additional reading choices.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Common Core CPR ReLeah Cossett Lent, Barry
Gilmore, 2013-09-19 How to revive your most resistant learners Common Core CPR is needed.
Urgently. Because if we continue to insist that all students meet expectations that are well beyond



their abilities, these kids will only decline faster. We must cast aside what we know harms students
and apply the teaching methods we know work. Embracing what is best about the standards, Lent
and Gilmore explicitly connect ideal outcomes to practical classroom strategies, including how to
Consider choice and relevance in every assignment Plan and spot opportunities for success Scaffold
students’ comprehension of fiction and nonfiction Model close reading Teach students to use
evidence
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Young Adult and Canonical Literature Paula Greathouse,
Victor Malo-Juvera, 2021-03-15 In the last decade alone, the world has changed in seismic ways as
marriage equality has been ruled on by the supreme court, social justice issues such as #metoo and
BlackLivesMatter have arisen, and issues of immigration and deportation have come to the forefront
of politics across the globe. Thus, there is a need for an updated text that shares strategies for
combining canonical and young adult literature that reflects the changes society has – and continues
to - experience. The purpose of our collection is to offer secondary (6-12) teachers engaging ideas
and approaches for pairing young adult and canonical novels to provide unique examinations of
topics that teaching either text in isolation could not afford. Our collection does not center canonical
texts and most chapters show how both texts complement each other rather than the young adult
text being only an extension of the canonical. Within each volume, the chapters are organized
chronologically according to the publication date of the canonical text. The pairings offered in this
collection allow for comparisons in some cases, for extensions in others, and for critique in all.
Volume 2 covers The Canterbury Tales (1392) through Fallen Angels (1988).
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Literature for Young Adults Joan L. Knickerbocker,
2017-03-15 Young adults are actively looking for anything that connects them with the changes
happening in their lives, and the books discussed throughout Literature for Young Adults have the
potential to make that connection and motivate them to read. It explores a great variety of works,
genres, and formats, but it places special emphasis on contemporary works whose nontraditional
themes, protagonists, and literary conventions make them well suited to young adult readers. It also
looks at the ways in which contemporary readers access and share the works they're reading, and it
shows teachers ways to incorporate nontraditional ways of accessing and sharing books throughout
their literature programs. In addition to traditional genre chapters, Literature for Young Adults
includes chapters on literary nonfiction; poetry, short stories, and drama; cover art, picture books,
illustrated literature, and graphic novels; and film. It recognizes that, while films can be used to
complement print literature, they are also a literacy format in their own right-and one that young
adults are particularly familiar and comfortable with. The book's discussion of literary
language--including traditional elements as well as metafictive terms--enables readers to share in a
literary conversation with their students (and others) when communicating about books. It will help
readers teach young adults the language they need to articulate their responses to the books they
are reading.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Mental Illness in Young Adult Literature Kia Jane
Richmond, 2018-12-07 This book explores how mental illness is portrayed in 21st-century young
adult fiction and how selected works can help teachers, librarians, and mental health professionals
to more effectively address the needs of students combating mental illness. Mental Illness in Young
Adult Literature: Exploring Real Struggles through Fictional Characters highlights American young
adult literature published since the year 2000 that features characters grappling with mental illness.
Chapters focus on mental disorders identified by the most recent Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders (DSM-5), including anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, ADHD,
and OCD. Each chapter begins with a description of a mental illness that includes its prevalence,
demographic trends, symptoms, related disorders, and treatment options before examining a
selection of young adult texts in depth. Analysis of the texts explores how a mental illness manifests
for a particular character, how that character perceives him- or herself and is perceived by others,
and what treatment or support he or she receives. The connections between mental illness and race,
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and identity are examined, and relevant research from education,



psychology, and adolescent health is thoroughly integrated. Each chapter also provides a list of
additional readings. An appendix offers strategies for integrating young adult literature into health
curricula and other programs.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: The Christian Science Monitor Linda K. Fuller,
2011-09-12 This text provides a unique examination of The Christian Science Monitor, a highly
respected, venerable news publication that has survived over a century of changes and challenges.
The Christian Science Monitor is one of the world's leading journalistic publications, having won
multiple Pulitzer prizes for its reporting. CSM is innovative and forward-thinking as well—it was one
of the first newspapers to provide an online copy of its daily reporting in 1996, well before the
popularization of the Internet. But just like other publications, The Christian Science Monitor will
need to continue to reinvent itself in order to stay relevant and solvent in the face of plummeting
readership numbers, corporate takeovers, and a widespread assumption that all of today's news
sources are biased and inaccurate. This book provides a thorough discussion of CSM's treatment of
sensitive topics like terrorism, international crises, gender issues, and sexual orientation. The
paper's attitudes toward ethnicity, ethics, economics, philosophy, and racism are also profiled. The
conclusion provides readers with an opportunity to draw upon their new knowledge of The Christian
Science Monitor's past to project its direction for the future.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Teaching Historical Fiction with Ready-Made
Literature Circles for Secondary Readers Carianne Bernadowski, Kelly Morgano, 2011-10-24
This comprehensive step-by-step guide provides practical guidance to implement literature circles in
any social studies or language arts classroom. This book provides a how-to guide for a novice or
veteran teacher or library media specialist who is interested in implementing literature circles with
high interest texts. After an introduction that covers the research findings on literature circles and
supplies a framework for implementation of literature circles in the classroom and library, Teaching
Historical Fiction with Ready-Made Literature Circles for Secondary Readers presents 14 selected
historical fiction titles for grades 7 through 12 that lend themselves perfectly to interdisciplinary
teaching. Each selection is accompanied by bibliographic information, an annotation, vocabulary
words, discussion questions, and guided reading questions, as well as lessons for before, during, and
after reading. The titles included cover many historical time periods and topics that can easily
aligned with state and national standards. Just as importantly, these are texts that a history teacher
or literature instructor would find beneficial to use with students.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Experiencing America’s Story through Fiction
Hilary Susan Crew, 2014-07-11 Historical fiction helps young adults imagine the past through the
lives and relationships of its protagonists, putting them at the center of fascinating times and
places--and the new Common Core Standards allow for use of novels alongside textbooks for
teaching history. Perfect for classroom use and YA readers’ advisory, Crew’s book highlights more
than 150 titles of historical fiction published since 2000 that are appropriate for seventh to twelfth
graders. Choosing award-winners as well as novels which have been well-reviewed in Booklist, The
Horn Book,Multicultural Review, History Teach, Journal of American History, and other periodicals,
this resource assists librarians and educators bySpotlighting novels with a multiplicity of voices from
different cultures, races, and ethnicitiesFeaturing both YA novels and novels written for adults that
are appropriate for teensOffering thorough annotations, with an examination of each novel’s
historical contentProviding discussion questions and online resources for classroom use that
encourage students to think critically about the book and compare ideas and events in the story to
actual historyThis book will help teachers of history as well as school and public librarians who work
with youth to promote a more inclusive understanding of America’s story through historical fiction.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Drama Schemes, Themes & Dreams Larry Swartz,
Debbie Nyman, 2010 This remarkable collection of resources shows teachers how to guide their
students through the drama process. Drama Schemes, Themes & Dreams offers a comprehensive
outline of improvisation and interpretation strategies that teachers can incorporate in classroom
instruction. Organized around universal themes that invite students to make connections to texts



and to each other, the book encourages students to consider their own identities and their place in
the world. Each chapter is organized around a framework that will engage students as they
experience a wealth of dramatic activity. This practical and useful book features a host of sources for
improving classroom instruction, including scripts, monologues, poetry, novel excerpts, and visual
images. Strategy Schemes provide a framework for structuring the learning. Pieces written
expressly for inclusion in this book are contributed by experienced educators and artists. The
selected strategies enrich the meaning-making, creative process, and critical skills that students
need to succeed in school and in life. New and experienced teachers in all subject areas will find the
help they need to create meaningful and innovative learning opportunities for all learners.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Teaching Young Adult Literature Today Judith A.
Hayn, Jeffrey S. Kaplan, Karina R. Clemmons, 2016-11-02 Teaching Young Adult Literature Today
introduces the reader to what is current and relevant in the plethora of good books available for
adolescents. More importantly, literary experts illustrate how teachers everywhere can help their
students become lifelong readers by simply introducing them to great reads—smart, insightful, and
engaging books that are specifically written for adolescents. Hayn, Kaplan, and their contributors
address a wide range of topics: how to avoid common obstacles to using YAL; selecting quality YAL
for classrooms while balancing these with curriculum requirements; engaging disenfranchised
readers; pairing YAL with technology as an innovative way to teach curriculum standards across all
content areas. Contributors also discuss more theoretical subjects, such as the absence of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) young adult literature in secondary classrooms;
and contemporary YAL that responds to the changing expectations of digital generation readers who
want to blur the boundaries between page and screen. This book has been updated to reflect the
wealth of new YA literature that has been published since the first edition appeared in March 2012,
and to reflect new trends in technology that influences how adolescents are reading and responding
to literature.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Value-Packed Booktalks Lucy Schall, 2011-04-07 In
this guide, 100 recommended books and booktalks offer the perfect way to start value discussions
with teens and teen/adult book groups. With its focus on current, popular titles, Value-Packed
Booktalks: Genre Talks and More for Teen Readers is a flexible tool for all educators—from Young
Adult (YA) librarians and readers' advisors at public libraries to school librarians and teachers.
Booktalks are provided for young adult literature published between 2006 and 2010, organized by
values addressed in specific genres. Examples of discussions show how these booktalks can help
teens define what is personally important to them and why. Unique in that it ties current popular
genres to values (courage with adventure titles, problem-solving with mystery/suspense), the book
focuses on 100 recently published YA fiction and nonfiction titles, offering summaries, lists of
themes, values statements, booktalks, and curriculum connections. It also cites passages appropriate
for read-aloud booktalks, designates a general grade-range (middle, junior, or senior high school),
notes gender appeal for the titles (male, female, or cross gender), and lists similar or related works,
some published before 2006.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: Reporting From Iraq: On the Ground in Fallujah
(XBooks: Total War) Candy J. Cooper, 2020-08-25 Reporting from the ground in Fallujah!
High-interest topics, real stories, engaging design and astonishing photos are the building blocks of
the XBooks, a new series of books designed to engage and motivate reluctant and enthusiastic
readers alike. With topics based in science, history, and social studies, these action-packed books
will help students unlock the power and pleasure of reading... and always ask for more!Anne Garrels
was a brave news journalist reporting on the war in Iraq. She carried out dangerous missions to
keep the public informed and to share first-hand accounts of life in the First Battalion.
  purple heart by patricia mccormick: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature Daniel
Hahn, Michael Morpurgo, 2015 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile periods
in the history of children's books. A fascinating reference guide to the world of children's literature,
this volume covers every genre from fairy tales to chapbooks; school stories to science fiction;



comics to children's hymns
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