puerto rican sign language

Puerto Rican Sign Language: A Unique Linguistic Treasure of the Deaf
Community

Puerto Rican sign language is a fascinating and vibrant form of communication
used primarily by the Deaf community in Puerto Rico. It stands as a distinct
sign language with its own grammar, vocabulary, and cultural nuances,
reflecting the identity and heritage of Puerto Rican Deaf individuals. Unlike
American Sign Language (ASL), which is widely used in the United States,
Puerto Rican Sign Language (PRSL) has its own unique characteristics shaped
by the island’s history, culture, and social dynamics.

The Origins and Development of Puerto Rican
Sign Language

Puerto Rican Sign Language has evolved over decades, influenced by various
factors including education, community interaction, and cultural exchange.
The Deaf community in Puerto Rico has long maintained its own system of

signing, which has gradually formalized into the language recognized today.

Historical Background

The roots of Puerto Rican Sign Language trace back to the early 20th century,
when Deaf education in Puerto Rico began to take shape. Initially, educators
often imposed oralist methods, emphasizing lip-reading and speech rather than
sign language. Despite this, Deaf individuals continued to communicate
naturally through signing, which formed the basis of PRSL.

Unlike ASL, which has strong ties to French Sign Language due to historical
influences, Puerto Rican Sign Language developed more independently,
incorporating elements from local culture and social interaction. This
independence has allowed PRSL to flourish as a language that truly represents
the Puerto Rican Deaf identity.

Differences from American Sign Language

While American Sign Language is prevalent in many parts of the Americas,
Puerto Rican Sign Language is not simply a dialect or variation of ASL.
Linguists and Deaf community members recognize PRSL as a separate language
with distinct signs, syntax, and expressions.

For example, some signs in PRSL have unique handshapes or movements that



differ from their ASL counterparts. Additionally, the grammar of PRSL
reflects cultural priorities and communication styles specific to Puerto
Rican Deaf users. This means that someone fluent in ASL may not automatically
understand PRSL, highlighting the importance of recognizing PRSL as its own
linguistic entity.

The Cultural Significance of Puerto Rican Sign
Language

Language is more than just communication; it is a vessel of culture,
identity, and community. For Puerto Rican Deaf individuals, Puerto Rican Sign
Language is a powerful expression of who they are.

Community and Identity

Puerto Rican Sign Language serves as a cornerstone for Deaf culture on the
island. It offers a shared means of connection, fostering social bonds and
collective identity. Through PRSL, Deaf Puerto Ricans pass down stories,
traditions, and values, ensuring that their culture thrives alongside their
language.

In many ways, PRSL acts as a unifying force, bringing together individuals
from diverse backgrounds within Puerto Rico’s Deaf population. It also
challenges societal misconceptions about Deafness, promoting awareness and
acceptance.

Art and Expression

Beyond everyday communication, Puerto Rican Sign Language is a medium for
artistic expression. Deaf performers and poets use PRSL to create captivating
narratives that resonate deeply within and beyond the community. Sign
language poetry, storytelling, and theater showcase the beauty and emotional
depth of PRSL, highlighting its role as a cultural treasure.

Challenges and Advocacy in the Puerto Rican
Deaf Community

Despite its rich heritage, Puerto Rican Sign Language faces challenges
related to recognition, education, and resources.



Recognition and Legal Status

Unlike some countries that have officially recognized their national sign
languages, Puerto Rican Sign Language lacks formal governmental
acknowledgment. This absence of official status can limit funding,
educational opportunities, and public awareness.

Advocates in Puerto Rico continue to push for greater recognition of PRSL as
an official language, which would enhance accessibility for Deaf individuals
in public services, education, and employment.

Educational Access and Resources

Access to quality education in Puerto Rican Sign Language remains a
significant concern. Many Deaf students in Puerto Rico face barriers such as
limited bilingual education programs or insufficiently trained teachers
fluent in PRSL.

Efforts are underway by community organizations and educators to develop
curricula that incorporate PRSL, aiming to provide Deaf students with
language-rich environments that respect their linguistic needs. Such
initiatives are crucial for literacy, cognitive development, and overall
academic success.

Technology and Inclusion

Modern technology offers promising tools for supporting Puerto Rican Sign
Language users. Video relay services, sign language apps, and online
platforms provide new avenues for communication and learning.

However, ensuring that these technologies are tailored to PRSL, rather than
ASL or other sign languages, is essential for effective usage. Community
involvement in developing these resources helps ensure cultural and
linguistic appropriateness.

Learning Puerto Rican Sign Language: Tips and
Resources

For those interested in learning Puerto Rican Sign Language, whether for
personal growth, professional reasons, or to connect with the Deaf community,
there are several approaches to consider.



Engage with the Deaf Community

Immersing yourself in the Puerto Rican Deaf community is one of the best ways
to learn PRSL authentically. Attending community events, cultural gatherings,
or workshops allows for natural language exposure and deeper cultural
understanding.

Find Local Classes and Online Resources

While PRSL-specific courses may be less common than ASL classes, some
organizations and educational institutions in Puerto Rico offer sign language
instruction focused on PRSL. Additionally, online platforms and social media
groups dedicated to Puerto Rican Deaf culture can be valuable learning tools.

Practice Consistently and Respectfully

Like any language, mastery of Puerto Rican Sign Language requires consistent
practice. It’s important to approach learning with respect for the Deaf
community and its culture. Asking for feedback from native PRSL users and
engaging in conversations can greatly enhance fluency.

The Future of Puerto Rican Sign Language

The future of Puerto Rican Sign Language is closely tied to ongoing efforts
in advocacy, education, and cultural preservation. As awareness grows, So
does the potential for PRSL to gain wider recognition and support.

Young Deaf Puerto Ricans are increasingly proud of their language and
culture, using social media and digital platforms to share PRSL with global
audiences. This digital presence not only strengthens the community but also
invites greater appreciation and understanding from the hearing population.

In the years to come, collaborations between linguists, educators,
policymakers, and the Deaf community will be vital to ensure that Puerto
Rican Sign Language continues to thrive as a living, evolving language that
embodies the spirit of Puerto Rico.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Puerto Rican Sign Language (PRSL)?

Puerto Rican Sign Language (PRSL) is the natural sign language used by the



Deaf community in Puerto Rico. It has its own unique grammar and vocabulary,
distinct from American Sign Language (ASL).

How does Puerto Rican Sign Language differ from
American Sign Language?

While PRSL and ASL share some similarities due to geographical proximity,
they are distinct languages with different signs, grammar, and cultural
contexts. PRSL has evolved within the Puerto Rican Deaf community and
reflects the island's unique linguistic heritage.

Is Puerto Rican Sign Language officially recognized
in Puerto Rico?

As of now, Puerto Rican Sign Language is not officially recognized by the
Puerto Rican government, although there are ongoing advocacy efforts to gain
official status and better support for the Deaf community.

Where can I learn Puerto Rican Sign Language?

Puerto Rican Sign Language can be learned through community organizations,
Deaf schools in Puerto Rico, online resources, and local workshops. Some
universities and Deaf advocacy groups also offer classes and materials.

How many people use Puerto Rican Sign Language?

Estimates suggest that several thousand Deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals
in Puerto Rico use Puerto Rican Sign Language as their primary means of
communication, though exact numbers vary due to lack of comprehensive data.

What role does Puerto Rican Sign Language play in
Deaf culture on the island?

PRSL is a central element of Deaf culture in Puerto Rico, serving as a medium
for communication, cultural expression, and community bonding. It helps
preserve Deaf identity and heritage within the Puerto Rican context.

Are there efforts to document and preserve Puerto
Rican Sign Language?
Yes, there are academic and community-led initiatives aimed at documenting

PRSL through dictionaries, video archives, and linguistic research to
preserve the language and promote its use among future generations.



Additional Resources

Puerto Rican Sign Language: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Role and
Recognition

Puerto Rican Sign Language represents a unique and culturally significant
form of communication used by the Deaf community in Puerto Rico. While often
overshadowed by more widely recognized sign languages such as American Sign
Language (ASL), Puerto Rican Sign Language (PRSL) holds its distinct
identity, linguistic features, and historical context. This article delves
into the origins, characteristics, sociolinguistic aspects, and the ongoing
challenges faced by PRSL users, offering a comprehensive overview for
linguists, educators, and advocates interested in Deaf culture and language
rights.

Historical Context and Origins of Puerto Rican
Sign Language

Puerto Rican Sign Language has evolved within the Deaf community on the
island, shaped by a mixture of cultural influences, educational policies, and
contact with other sign languages. Unlike ASL, which has been extensively
documented and standardized across the United States, PRSL’s development is
less formally recorded, with much of its history passed down through
community interaction rather than institutional channels.

The origins of PRSL can be traced back to the early 20th century when Deaf
education in Puerto Rico began to take shape. Schools for the Deaf often
served as hubs for linguistic exchange, where students developed shared signs
and gestures. Over time, these localized sign systems coalesced into a more
consistent language. However, the influence of ASL, especially through
educational programs and migration, has introduced elements that blur the
lines between the two languages, leading to debates about the distinctiveness
of PRSL.

Linguistic Features and Distinctions

Puerto Rican Sign Language exhibits several linguistic features that
differentiate it from ASL and other regional sign languages. These features
include distinct handshapes, facial expressions, and syntactic structures
that align closely with the cultural and communicative needs of Puerto Rican
Deaf users.

One notable characteristic is the incorporation of Spanish-influenced mouth
movements and non-manual markers, reflecting the bilingual environment in
which PRSL users often operate. This integration enhances the language’s
expressiveness and facilitates code-switching between signed and spoken



Spanish.

Additionally, PRSL demonstrates unique lexical items—signs that are either
absent or significantly different in ASL. These lexical differences
underscore the language’s autonomy and cultural specificity. For instance,
local signs for traditional Puerto Rican foods, cultural concepts, and social
practices illustrate how PRSL is deeply embedded within the island’s
identity.

The Sociolinguistic Landscape of PRSL

Understanding Puerto Rican Sign Language requires an examination of its
sociolinguistic status. Despite its widespread use within the Deaf community,
PRSL faces challenges related to recognition, education, and accessibility.

Recognition and Legal Status

Unlike some countries that have formally recognized their national sign
languages, Puerto Rico lacks comprehensive legislation that affirms the
official status of PRSL. This omission affects the language’s visibility and
the rights of its users, particularly in educational and governmental
contexts.

While the United States has recognized ASL as a legitimate language in
various domains, Puerto Rico’s unique political and cultural position
complicates the legal acknowledgment of PRSL. Advocates argue that formal
recognition would promote linguistic rights, improve educational outcomes for
Deaf students, and foster greater inclusion.

Education and Language Transmission

Educational practices significantly influence the vitality of Puerto Rican
Sign Language. Historically, Deaf education in Puerto Rico has fluctuated
between oralist approaches, which emphasize lip-reading and spoken language,
and more inclusive bilingual-bicultural models that recognize sign language
as a primary medium.

Many Deaf students in Puerto Rico are exposed to ASL through formal schooling
or media, resulting in bilingualism or even language shift. This dynamic
poses both opportunities and challenges: bilingual proficiency can enhance
communication but may also lead to dilution or loss of PRSL’s unique
elements.

Efforts to incorporate PRSL into educational curricula remain limited, often
hindered by a lack of standardized teaching materials and trained educators



fluent in the language. Community organizations and Deaf activists play a
pivotal role in promoting sign language literacy and cultural pride.

Comparisons with American Sign Language and
Other Regional Sign Languages

Puerto Rican Sign Language shares some similarities with American Sign
Language due to geographical proximity and historical contact. However,
important distinctions warrant its classification as a separate language or
dialect, depending on linguistic criteria.

Mutual Intelligibility and Language Contact

Studies indicate that while PRSL and ASL users can often communicate to some
extent, significant differences in vocabulary, syntax, and pragmatics can
hinder full mutual intelligibility. This phenomenon is common among sign
languages, where regional varieties develop unique features despite shared
origins.

Additionally, contact with other Caribbean sign languages, such as Dominican
Sign Language, adds layers of complexity. The Caribbean region’s Deaf
communities have engaged in exchanges that influence sign lexicons and
cultural practices, making PRSL part of a broader linguistic ecosystenm.

Implications for Deaf Identity and Community

Language is a cornerstone of cultural identity, and for Puerto Rico’s Deaf
community, PRSL embodies more than communication—-it represents heritage,
solidarity, and resistance to marginalization. The interplay between PRSL and
ASL reflects broader themes of identity negotiation and empowerment.

The presence of multiple sign languages within Puerto Rico also highlights
the diversity of Deaf experiences. Some Deaf individuals identify strongly
with PRSL and advocate for its preservation, while others embrace ASL or a
hybridized form, influenced by migration, education, and personal history.

Challenges and Future Directions for Puerto
Rican Sign Language

Despite its rich cultural significance, Puerto Rican Sign Language faces
ongoing challenges that affect its vitality and transmission.



Resource Scarcity and Documentation

One major obstacle is the limited availability of comprehensive linguistic
documentation and resources for PRSL. Unlike ASL, which benefits from
extensive dictionaries, corpora, and research, PRSL remains underdocumented.
This scarcity impedes linguistic analysis, educational development, and
advocacy efforts.

Investments in creating accessible dictionaries, video resources, and
academic studies would significantly enhance understanding and support for
PRSL. Collaborative projects involving Deaf community members, linguists, and
educators are essential to this endeavor.

Social Attitudes and Inclusion

Social perceptions of sign language and Deafness continue to influence PRSL’s
status. Stigma, misconceptions, and limited awareness contribute to barriers
in employment, healthcare, and public services for Deaf Puerto Ricans.

Promoting awareness campaigns, interpreter training, and inclusive policies
can improve societal acceptance and accessibility. Moreover, fostering
platforms where Deaf voices are amplified ensures that PRSL users participate
fully in civic and cultural life.

Technological Opportunities

Advancements in technology offer promising avenues for PRSL preservation and
dissemination. Digital media, social networks, and video communication tools
enable Deaf individuals to connect, share knowledge, and promote their
language globally.

Mobile applications and online courses tailored to PRSL could facilitate
language learning and increase visibility. Additionally, integrating PRSL
into media and public signage can normalize its presence and reinforce
linguistic pride.

Puerto Rican Sign Language stands as a testament to the resilience and
creativity of the Deaf community in Puerto Rico. Its distinct linguistic
traits and cultural significance warrant greater recognition, research, and
support. As awareness grows and resources develop, PRSL has the potential to
flourish as a vital language, enriching both the Deaf and broader Puerto
Rican communities.



Puerto Rican Sign Language

puerto rican sign language: Puerto Rican Sign Language : a Creole Language Or an
Endangered Dialect ? Frances Michelle Quiniones, 2021 This presentation examines Puerto Rican
Sign Language (PRSL), a language that has become almost nonexistent due to colonization. Once
widely used in the Puerto Rican Deaf community, PRSL is now considered moribund, losing
popularity to the more ‘standardized’, international American Sign Language (ASL). Nonetheless,
PRSL is believed to still be maintained deep in the island. Although ASL has become the mainstream
signed language, ASL is only taught in deaf schools in the northeastern part of the island. PRSL may
possibly still be used in the western and central parts of the island (which are considered harder to
reach areas due to being mountainous and country regions), meaning that approximately 20 of the
78 municipalities in Puerto Rico (approx. 25.6%) are being serviced with the language and the
resources, leaving the other 58 municipalities with minimal communication outlets. This
presentation argues that just as many indigenous spoken languages are threatened by the global
spread of the English language (Phillipson 1992, 2009, inter alia), so are many local signed
languages threatened by the spread of ASL. Due to the contact among the languages (PRSL and
ASL, Spanish and English), it is increasingly difficult to determine the nature of origin of PRSL. Is it
indeed a dialect of ASL or is it its own stand-alone language that has fallen through the cracks due
to colonization. This pidgin or perhaps creole language is a form of communication that has been
established by both communities Puerto Rican deaf people without any resources, and Puerto Rican
deaf people who have been exposed to ASL on and off the island. ASL has had a very strong
influence on the culture and the language in Puerto Rico, and sooner or later it might completely
replace PRSL. The new generation might be more influenced by the abundance of resources for ASL
that are not only in larger, more populated cities but also on the internet. This includes, but is not
limited to, online ASL resources, social media, news media, etc. Slowly but surely, ASL will
altogether wipe out the use of PRSL.--

puerto rican sign language: Emerging Sign Languages of the Americas Olivier Le Guen,
Josefina Safar, Marie Coppola, 2020-11-23 This volume is the first to bring together researchers
studying a range of different types of emerging sign languages in the Americas, and their
relationship to the gestures produced in the surrounding communities of hearing individuals.
Contents Acknowledgements Olivier Le Guen, Marie Coppola and Josefina Safar Introduction: How
Emerging Sign Languages in the Americas contributes to the study of linguistics and (emerging)
sign languages Part I: Emerging sign languages of the Americas. Descriptions and analysis John
Haviland Signs, interaction, coordination, and gaze: interactive foundations of “Z”"—an emerging
(sign) language from Chiapas, Mexico Laura Horton Representational strategies in shared homesign
systems from Nebaj, Guatemala Josefina Safar and Rodrigo Petatillo Chan Strategies of noun-verb
distinction in Yucatec Maya Sign Languages Emmanuella Martinod, Brigitte Garcia and Ivani
Fusellier A typological perspective on the meaningful handshapes in the emerging sign languages on
Marajo Island (Brazil) Ben Braithwaite Emerging sign languages in the Caribbean Olivier Le Guen,
Rebeca Petatillo and Rita (Rossy) Kinil Canché Yucatec Maya multimodal interaction as the basis for
Yucatec Maya Sign Language Marie Coppola Gestures, homesign, sign language: Cultural and social
factors driving lexical conventionalization Part II: Sociolinguistic sketches John B. Haviland
Zinacantec family homesign (or “Z”) Laura Horton A sociolinguistic sketch of deaf individuals and
families from Nebaj, Guatemala Josefina Safar and Olivier Le Guen Yucatec Maya Sign Language(s):
A sociolinguistic overview Emmanuella Martinod, Brigitte Garcia and Ivani Fusellier Sign Languages
on Marajo Island (Brazil) Ben Braithwaite Sociolinguistic sketch of Providence Island Sign Language
Kristian Ali and Ben Braithwaite Bay Islands Sign Language: A Sociolinguistic Sketch Marie Coppola
Sociolinguistic sketch: Nicaraguan Sign Language and Homesign Systems in Nicaragua

puerto rican sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Translation and
Interpreting Christopher Stone, Robert Adam, Ronice Miiller de Quadros, Christian Rathmann,


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/puerto-rican-sign-language.pdf

2022-07-18 This Handbook provides the first comprehensive overview of sign language translation
and interpretation from around the globe and looks ahead to future directions of research. Divided
into eight parts, the book covers foundational skills, the working context of both the sign language
translator and interpreter, their education, the sociological context, work settings, diverse service
users, and a regional review of developments. The chapters are authored by a range of contributors,
both deaf and hearing, from the Global North and South, diverse in ethnicity, language background,
and academic discipline. Topics include the history of the profession, the provision of translation and
interpreting in different domains and to different populations, the politics of provision, and the state
of play of sign language translation and interpreting professions across the globe. Edited and
authored by established and new voices in the field, this is the essential guide for advanced students
and researchers of translation and interpretation studies and sign language.

puerto rican sign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.

puerto rican sign language: Cataloguing the World's Endangered Languages Lyle
Campbell, Anna Belew, 2018-02-02 Cataloguing the World’s Endangered Languages brings together
the results of the extensive and influential Catalogue of Endangered Languages (ELCat) project.
Based on the findings from the most extensive endangered languages research project, this is the
most comprehensive source of accurate information on endangered languages. The book presents
the academic and scientific findings that underpin the online Catalogue, located at
www.endangeredlanguages.com, making it an essential companion to the website for academics and
researchers working in this area. While the online Catalogue displays much data from the ELCat
project, this volume develops and emphasizes aspects of the research behind the data and includes
topics of great interest in the field, not previously covered in a single volume. Cataloguing the
World’s Endangered Languages is an important volume of particular interest to academics and
researchers working with endangered languages.

puerto rican sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.

puerto rican sign language: ¢Por qué? 101 Questions About Spanish Judy Hochberg,



2016-10-20 ¢Por qué? 101 Questions about Spanish is for anyone who wants to understand how
Spanish really works. Standard textbooks and grammars describe the what of Spanish - its
vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and pronunciation - but ¢Por qué? explains the why. Judy Hochberg
draws on linguistic principles, Hispanic culture, and language history to answer questions such as:
Why are so many Spanish verbs irregular? - Why does Spanish have different ways to say you? - Why
is h silent? - Why doesn't Spanish use apostrophes? - Why does Castilian Spanish have the th sound?
Packed with information, guidance, and links to further research, ¢Por qué? is an accessible study
guide that is suitable for Spanish students, instructors, native speakers, and the general reader. It is
a valuable supplementary text for serious students of Spanish at all levels, from beginning to
advanced. ¢Por qué? also covers topics usually left to specialized books, including the evolution of
Spanish, how children and adults learn Spanish, and the status of languages that co-exist with
Spanish, from Catalan to Spanish sign language to the indigenous languages of Latin America.

puerto rican sign language: An Introduction to the Languages of the World Anatole Lyovin,
Brett Kessler, William Ronald Leben, 2017 The only textbook of its kind, An Introduction to the
Languages of the World is designed to introduce beginning linguistics students, who now typically
start their study with little background in languages, to the variety of the languages of the world.

puerto rican sign language: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second
international conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical
findings in vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language
acquisition and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized
volume the work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium
to India, from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest
developments in sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this
comprehensive volume complete with illustrations and photographs.

puerto rican sign language: Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign Language Ceil Lucas,
Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli, 2001 Linguists Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli and a host of
other researchers have taken the techniques used to study the regional variations in speech (such as
saying hwhich for which) and have applied them to American Sign Language. Discover how the same
driving social factors affect signs in different regions in Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign
Language.

puerto rican sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis
Cokely, 1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides
ASL stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.

puerto rican sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K.
Wood, 2018-12-12 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major
findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language
(ASL), this book: offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of
phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations; demonstrates how sign
languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of input during early development,
including no input where children create a language of their own; discusses the contexts of sign
languages, including how different varieties are formed and used, attitudes towards sign languages,
and how language planning affects language use; is accompanied by e-resources, which host links to
video clips. Offering an engaging and accessible introduction to sign languages, this book is
essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time with little or no background in
linguistics.

puerto rican sign language: Getting Through Roger Kreuz, Richard Roberts, 2018-08-28



Understanding how culture affects the ways we communicate—how we tell jokes, greet, ask
questions, hedge, apologize, compliment, and so much more. We can learn to speak other languages,
but do we truly understand what we are saying? How much detail should we offer when someone
asks how we are? How close should we stand to our conversational partners? Is an invitation
genuine or just pro forma? So much of communication depends on culture and context. In Getting
Through, Roger Kreuz and Richard Roberts offer a guide to understanding and being understood in
different cultures. Drawing on research from psychology, linguistics, sociology, and other fields, as
well as personal experience, anecdotes, and popular culture, Kreuz and Roberts describe
cross-cultural communication in terms of pragmatics—exploring how language is used and not just
what words mean. Sometimes this is easy to figure out. If someone hisses “I'm fine!” though
clenched teeth, we can assume that she's not really fine. But sometimes the context, cultural or
otherwise, is more nuanced. For example, a visitor from another country might be taken aback when
an American offers a complaint (“Cold out today!”) as a greeting. And should you apologize the same
way in Tokyo as you would in Toledo? Kreuz and Roberts help us navigate such subtleties. It's a
fascinating way to think about human interaction, but it's not purely academic: The more we
understand one another, the better we can communicate, and the better we can communicate, the
more we can avoid conflict.

puerto rican sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the
conference held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.

puerto rican sign language: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas,
2001-10-04 This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to
sign languages and deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading
experts in sign linguistics to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation,
multilingualism, bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning.
The book examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they
come in contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of
situations. Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a
comprehensive review of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and
helpful exercises. The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf
studies, linguistics and interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and
researchers and teachers of sign language.

puerto rican sign language: Sociolinguistics in Deaf Communities Ceil Lucas, 1995 A valuable
resource and a rare, qualitative presentation. -- Academic Library Book Review.

puerto rican sign language: International Bibliography of Sign Language Guido H. G. Joachim,
Siegmund Prillwitz, 1993 In dual English and German texts, this comprehensive reference presents
bibliographical information for all publications on sign language before 1993, including articles,
videotapes, and available unpublished papers and articles. Listed alphabetically, the entries have
been arranged in 14 topical categories for easiest use.

puerto rican sign language: Puerto Rico's Eastern Coast & El Yunque Rainforest Kurt
Pitzer, 2009-09-02 Most travelers to eastern Puerto Rico come to see and hike El Yunque, the
island's second-most-visited tourist destination after Old San Juan, and probably the world's most
user-friendly rain forest. Others come for the east coast's three sprawling resort hotels, half a dozen
excellent golf courses, the US Navy base, and one of the biggest yachting and sailing charter ports
in the Caribbean. But this side of the island has much to offer that eludes most visitors to Puerto
Rico, from a glorious, six-mile stretch of deserted beach between Luquillo and Las Cabezas de San
Juan, to the red cliffs and lonely lighthouse in the southeast. As with most places, you have to
scratch the surface to find the hidden rewards here. Spend a day or two wandering around LoA-za
Aldea and talking to locals (or attending their fiestas patronales in late July) to get a deeper
understanding of Afro-Caribbean culture. One of the old fishermen of Las Croabas may take you
cay-hopping in his wooden sloop, setting you down on some deserted islet to swim in opaque waters.
Local surfers gather at a few little-known breaks. Or visit one of the two other nature reserves on



the east coast a€ Las Cabezas to San Juan and Humacao a€ where exotic waterfowl, mangrove and
dry tropical forest ecosystems and a bioluminescent lagoon await. This guide tells you all about the
history and culture of Puerto Rico, how to get there and how to get around, the general information
you need. Then it zeros in on the eastern coastal area and all its places to stay and eat, the things to
see and do, the fiestas, historic sites, museums, markets - everything you need to know. Filled with
maps and photos.

puerto rican sign language: Bilingualism and Identity in Deaf Communities Melanie Metzger,
2000 Is perception reality? Editor Melanie Metzger investigates the cultural perceptions by and of
deaf people around the world in Bilingualism and Identity in Deaf Communities. All sociocultural
groups offer possible solutions to the dilemma that a deaf child presents to the larger group, write
Claire Ramsey and Jose Antonio Noriega in their essay, Ninos Milagrizados: Language Attitudes,
Deaf Education, and Miracle Cures in Mexico. In this case, Ramsey and Noriega analyze cultural
attempts to unify deaf children with the rest of the community. Other contributors report similar
phenomena in deaf communities in New Zealand, Nicaragua, and Spain, paying particular attention
to how society's view of deaf people affects how deaf people view themselves. A second theme
pervasive in this collection, akin to the questions of perception and identity, is the impact of
bilingualism in deaf communities. Peter C. Hauser offers a study of an American child proficient in
both ASL and Cued English while Annica Detthow analyzes transliteration between Spoken Swedish
and Swedish Sign Language. Like its predecessors, this sixth volume of the Sociolinguistics in Deaf
Communities series distinguishes itself by the depth and diversity of its research, making it a
welcome addition to any scholar's library.

puerto rican sign language: Puerto Rico's Cordillera Central Kurt Pitzer, 2009-09-02 To
find the real Puerto Rico a€ the one that shopping malls and condos have yet to reach a€ head for
the towns and villages of the Cordillera Central, or Central Mountains. Bisected by the Ruta
Panoramica (Scenic Route), the mountains provide a relaxing getaway with an atmosphere so unlike
the coast that it feels like an entirely different island. The Ruta PanorAmica is a driving adventure
covering more than a hundred miles of countryside, including coffee plantations, old jA-baro country
and four forests: Carite, Toro Negro, Guilarte and Maricao. Along the route are valleys, canyons,
wide-open terraces and views of the Atlantic and the Caribbean. Visitors who don't have time to do
the whole Ruta PanorAmica might consider a driving tour starting out from San Juan to the San
Cristobal canyon in Aibonito, returning via Barranquitas a€ easily doable in a day if you start out
early. Or take a few days to enjoy secluded swimming holes, hiking trails, cloud forest and the
hospitality of the mountain locals. This guide tells you everything about the region: where to stay &
eat, what to see & do, how to get around, the history & culture, the fiestas & the cuisine. Filled with
maps & photos.
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