
psychology of spitting on someone
**The Intriguing Psychology of Spitting on Someone**

psychology of spitting on someone is a fascinating and complex subject that
touches on human behavior, communication, and emotion in ways many might
overlook. Spitting, though often seen as a simple act of disdain or
disrespect, carries deeper psychological meanings that reveal much about
social dynamics, aggression, and cultural symbolism. Understanding why people
spit on others can open a window into the darker corners of human interaction
and the primal emotions that drive such behavior.

Spitting as a Form of Nonverbal Communication

At its core, spitting on someone is a powerful nonverbal message. Unlike
words, which can be ambiguous or softened by tone, spitting is a direct,
visceral act that conveys contempt, disgust, or deep disrespect.
Psychologically, it functions as a symbolic gesture that distances the
perpetrator from the target, marking them as inferior or undeserving of
respect.

Symbolism Behind the Act

Spitting has long been associated with rejection and degradation.
Historically, cultures around the world have used spitting to ward off evil,
insult enemies, or express disgust. When someone spits on another, they are
not just physically projecting saliva; they are symbolically projecting
rejection and scorn. This act can be seen as a physical manifestation of
anger or frustration, bypassing verbal communication to express raw emotion.

Psychological Drivers of Spitting on Someone

Several emotional and psychological factors can lead a person to spit on
someone else:

- **Aggression and anger:** Spitting is often an impulsive response to
provocation or perceived injustice, an outlet for heightened hostility.
- **Power and dominance:** The act can be a way to assert control,
humiliating the target and reinforcing social hierarchies.
- **Disgust and moral judgment:** When someone feels deeply disgusted or
morally outraged by another’s behavior, spitting serves as a physical
rejection.
- **Emotional dysregulation:** People struggling to manage intense feelings
might resort to spitting as an uncontrollable expression of their inner



turmoil.

The Role of Culture in the Psychology of
Spitting on Someone

Culture significantly shapes how spitting is perceived and used. In some
societies, spitting is considered an extreme insult, while in others, it may
have ritualistic or protective meanings. Understanding cultural context helps
explain why the psychology of spitting on someone varies across different
environments.

Cultural Variations and Interpretations

- In many Western cultures, spitting on someone is unequivocally offensive,
often categorized legally as assault or battery.
- In certain African and Middle Eastern cultures, spitting can be part of
cleansing rituals or a way to ward off evil spirits, complicating its
interpretation.
- Among some groups, spitting may symbolize contempt but also serve as a
nonverbal challenge or provocation in disputes.

This cultural lens reveals that the psychological impact of spitting depends
not only on the intent but also on the social meaning attached to the act.

Psychological Impact on the Victim

Being spat upon can be deeply humiliating and traumatizing. The psychology of
spitting on someone extends beyond the perpetrator—it profoundly affects the
target’s emotional and social well-being.

Feelings Evoked by Being Spat Upon

Victims often experience a mix of emotions, including:

- **Shame and humiliation:** The public nature of spitting can cause deep
personal embarrassment.
- **Anger and retaliation:** Many feel an intense desire to respond, either
verbally or physically.
- **Powerlessness:** The involuntary nature of the act can leave victims
feeling vulnerable or violated.
- **Social stigma:** The act may damage the victim’s reputation or
relationships within a community.



Long-Term Psychological Effects

Repeated exposure to such demeaning treatment can lead to chronic stress,
anxiety, or lowered self-esteem. In some cases, it might even cause symptoms
of trauma, especially if the act is part of ongoing abuse or bullying.

Spitting and Aggression: A Psychological
Perspective

Spitting is often categorized as a form of aggressive behavior, but it’s
unique in its combination of physicality and symbolic meaning.

Why Choose Spitting Over Other Aggressive Acts?

Unlike hitting or shouting, spitting doesn’t necessarily cause physical harm,
which makes it a low-risk but highly provocative act. Psychologically, it
allows the aggressor to express anger or disdain with immediate impact and
minimal physical confrontation. It can be a way to provoke or escalate
conflict without crossing certain boundaries, such as those enforced by
social norms or laws against physical violence.

Spitting as a Means of Dehumanization

From a psychological standpoint, spitting on someone is a method of
dehumanizing the target. By projecting saliva—a substance associated with the
self—onto another person, the aggressor symbolically marks the other as
contaminated or inferior. This dehumanization can facilitate further
aggression by breaking down empathy and social inhibitions.

Psychological Insights: How to Respond to Being
Spat Upon

Understanding the psychology behind spitting can help individuals respond
more effectively when faced with this aggressive behavior.

Managing Emotional Responses

- **Stay calm:** Although natural reactions might include anger or disgust,
maintaining composure helps prevent escalation.



- **Recognize intent:** Understanding that spitting is an expression of the
other person’s anger or insecurity can depersonalize the act.
- **Avoid retaliation:** Responding with violence often exacerbates the
situation and can have legal consequences.

Strategies for Conflict De-escalation

- **Use assertive communication:** Calmly addressing the behavior and setting
boundaries can reduce further incidents.
- **Seek support:** Engaging bystanders or authorities can provide safety and
validation.
- **Reflect on the context:** Sometimes, spitting may signal deeper social or
psychological issues in the aggressor that require professional intervention.

Spitting in Psychological Research and Therapy

While spitting is not a common focus in mainstream psychology, it
occasionally appears in studies of aggression, trauma, and social behavior.

Understanding Aggressive Impulses

Therapists working with individuals who spit as a form of aggression often
explore the underlying emotional dysregulation or unresolved anger.
Techniques like cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) aim to help clients find
healthier outlets for their emotions.

Spitting as an Indicator of Psychological Distress

In some cases, spitting may be a symptom of neurological or psychiatric
conditions, such as impulse control disorders or certain developmental
disabilities. Recognizing this can guide appropriate treatment and support.

The Social Consequences and Legal Implications
of Spitting

Beyond psychology, spitting carries social and legal weight that reflects its
perceived seriousness as an offense.



Social Repercussions

- **Loss of respect:** Being the recipient of spitting can damage social
standing.
- **Stigma:** Aggressors who spit may be viewed as socially unacceptable or
dangerous.
- **Relationship breakdowns:** The act often fractures trust and
communication.

Legal Ramifications

In many jurisdictions, spitting on someone can be treated as assault or
battery, leading to fines, community service, or even jail time. This legal
perspective reinforces the idea that spitting is more than a minor offense—it
is a deliberate act of aggression with tangible consequences.

---

Spitting on someone is a rich topic that unpacks layers of human emotion,
social signaling, and cultural meaning. Far from being a simple, thoughtless
act, it embodies a complex blend of psychological factors that reflect
aggression, power, and emotional expression. Recognizing these nuances can
deepen our understanding of human behavior and improve how we navigate
conflict and disrespect in everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What psychological factors motivate someone to spit
on another person?
Spitting on someone can be driven by feelings of anger, contempt, or a desire
to humiliate and assert dominance. It is often an impulsive act expressing
intense emotional distress or disrespect.

Is spitting on someone considered a form of
psychological aggression?
Yes, spitting is regarded as a form of psychological aggression because it
conveys hostility and aims to degrade or intimidate the target, impacting
their emotional well-being.

How does the act of spitting affect the victim



psychologically?
Victims of spitting often experience feelings of humiliation, anger, and
violation. It can lead to increased stress, anxiety, and a sense of
powerlessness, affecting their psychological state.

Can spitting be linked to certain personality
disorders or behavioral issues?
In some cases, spitting may be associated with impulsivity, poor anger
management, or antisocial personality traits. However, it is not exclusive to
any disorder and can occur in various contexts.

What cultural or social factors influence the
perception of spitting as offensive?
Cultural norms and social etiquette heavily influence how spitting is
perceived. In many societies, spitting is seen as disrespectful and
offensive, symbolizing contempt or rejection.

How can understanding the psychology behind spitting
help in conflict resolution?
Recognizing that spitting is often an expression of intense emotions can help
mediators address underlying issues such as anger or frustration, leading to
more effective communication and conflict resolution strategies.

Additional Resources
**The Psychology of Spitting on Someone: An Analytical Perspective**

psychology of spitting on someone reveals a complex interplay of social,
emotional, and cultural factors that underpin this provocative act. While
often dismissed merely as a gesture of contempt or disgust, spitting carries
deeper psychological connotations, reflecting not only the spitter’s
emotional state but also the societal norms and interpersonal dynamics
involved. This article delves into the multifaceted psychology behind
spitting on someone, exploring its symbolic meanings, emotional drivers, and
the repercussions it may have within various social contexts.

Understanding Spitting as a Psychological
Phenomenon

Spitting, as a human behavior, transcends mere physical action; it resonates
with symbolic weight. Psychologically, spitting on someone is frequently



interpreted as an expression of aggression, disrespect, or dominance. Unlike
verbal insults or physical violence, spitting is uniquely intimate and
degrading. It involves bodily fluids—often considered unclean or taboo—which
amplifies the humiliation targeted at the recipient.

Research in social psychology suggests that spitting can serve as a non-
verbal communication tool to convey strong negative emotions such as anger,
contempt, or rejection. The act itself may be impulsive, triggered by acute
emotional arousal, or it may be deliberate, employed as a calculated form of
social punishment or control. The psychology of spitting on someone thus
intersects with theories of aggression, social signaling, and emotional
regulation.

Emotional Triggers Behind Spitting

Several emotional states can precipitate the act of spitting on another
person. Anger remains the most commonly associated emotion. When verbal
confrontation fails or when an individual feels powerless, spitting can
emerge as an alternative outlet for frustration and hostility. This behavior
aligns with the frustration-aggression hypothesis, which proposes that
blocked goals or stressors can lead to aggressive acts.

Disgust is another potent catalyst. Spitting often embodies a visceral
reaction to something perceived as contaminating or morally repugnant.
Psychologists argue that disgust, a fundamental human emotion, evolved to
protect individuals from physical and social contamination. In this context,
spitting on someone is a symbolic rejection, implying that the target is
unworthy or contaminating.

Furthermore, humiliation plays a pivotal role. Spitting is an act designed to
degrade and shame, often used in situations where the aggressor seeks to
assert social dominance or exact revenge. The act's humiliating nature can
inflict psychological harm beyond the immediate physical insult, affecting
the victim’s self-esteem and social standing.

Cultural Variations and Social Norms

The psychology of spitting on someone cannot be fully understood without
considering cultural frameworks. Attitudes toward spitting vary widely across
societies. In some cultures, spitting is seen primarily as a health hazard or
a breach of etiquette, while in others, it holds symbolic meanings tied to
spirituality, protection, or social rituals.

For instance, in parts of Africa and Asia, spitting may be embedded in
traditional practices to ward off evil spirits or bad luck. Conversely, in
many Western societies, spitting on someone is unequivocally condemned as an
act of extreme disrespect. These cultural distinctions influence both the



prevalence of spitting as a behavior and the psychological impact it has on
those involved.

Social norms also shape the consequences of spitting. In environments where
physical aggression is normalized, spitting might be perceived as a
relatively minor offense compared to hitting or verbal abuse. However, in
professional or formal settings, spitting on someone can lead to severe
social and legal repercussions, reflecting the act’s perceived severity
within that context.

The Psychological Impact on Both Parties

The act of spitting does not occur in a vacuum; it affects both the
individual who spits and the one who is spat upon. Understanding these
psychological consequences provides insight into why this behavior can be so
damaging and provocative.

Effects on the Spitter

From the perspective of the aggressor, spitting can serve as a cathartic
release of pent-up emotions. It may temporarily elevate feelings of power and
control, especially in situations where other forms of retaliation are
unavailable or inappropriate. However, repeated reliance on such aggressive
expressions may reflect underlying emotional dysregulation or maladaptive
coping strategies.

Psychological studies suggest that individuals who engage in spitting as a
form of aggression might also struggle with impulse control, empathy
deficits, or unresolved anger issues. These traits can contribute to a cycle
of antisocial behavior, potentially escalating conflicts and social
isolation.

Effects on the Victim

For the recipient, being spat upon is not merely a physical affront; it
carries significant psychological consequences. Victims often report feelings
of humiliation, vulnerability, and anger. The act can trigger stress
responses akin to other forms of interpersonal violence, including anxiety
and post-traumatic reactions, especially if it occurs in a threatening
context.

Moreover, because spitting is intimately degrading, victims may experience
long-term damage to self-worth and social identity. In group settings, being
spat upon can lead to social ostracization or stigmatization, compounding the
psychological harm.



Spitting in Legal and Social Contexts

The psychology of spitting on someone intersects with legal frameworks due to
its potential classification as assault or harassment. Many jurisdictions
recognize spitting as an act that can provoke criminal charges, particularly
when it is intentional and directed at another individual.

From a legal psychology perspective, spitting is often evaluated in terms of
intent, context, and the presence of bodily harm. Although spitting rarely
causes physical injury, it is considered a form of battery or public nuisance
in some regions, reflecting the societal recognition of its serious emotional
and social impact.

Socially, spitting can act as a trigger for escalated conflict and violence.
Understanding the psychological motivations behind spitting can inform
conflict resolution strategies and interventions aimed at reducing aggressive
incidents in public spaces, workplaces, and schools.

Comparative Analysis: Spitting vs. Other Forms of
Aggression

When compared to other aggressive behaviors such as verbal insults or
physical attacks, spitting occupies a unique psychological niche. Unlike
verbal aggression, which relies on language and is subject to interpretation,
spitting conveys a clear, non-verbal message of disrespect. Yet, it is less
physically injurious than hitting or pushing, positioning it ambiguously
between symbolic and physical aggression.

This dual nature complicates responses from both social and legal
institutions. Psychologically, spitting may elicit stronger emotional
reactions than verbal insults due to its sensory and symbolic qualities, but
it often lacks the immediate physical harm associated with other assaults.
This complexity underscores the importance of contextual analysis when
addressing incidents involving spitting.

The Role of Social Media and Modern Perceptions

In the digital age, the psychology of spitting on someone extends beyond
physical encounters. Videos of spitting incidents frequently circulate on
social media, amplifying public outrage and shaping collective perceptions.
This visibility can intensify the stigma attached to spitting, reinforcing
its association with disrespect and social deviance.

Moreover, social media platforms provide spaces where users debate the
morality and implications of spitting, often highlighting cultural



differences and legal considerations. The viral nature of such content
influences how societies conceptualize the act, potentially affecting future
behavioral norms and legal policies.

Psychological Insights for Conflict Management

Understanding why individuals resort to spitting can inform strategies to de-
escalate tensions in volatile situations. Conflict resolution professionals
emphasize the importance of recognizing underlying emotional states such as
frustration, humiliation, and disgust. Interventions that promote emotional
regulation, communication skills, and empathy may reduce the incidence of
spitting as an aggressive act.

Educational programs in schools and workplaces increasingly address non-
verbal aggression, including spitting, to foster respectful environments. By
framing spitting within the broader context of interpersonal psychology, such
initiatives aim to mitigate both the behavior and its harmful effects.

The psychology of spitting on someone thus serves as a window into the deeper
emotional and social currents driving human conflict. While the act itself is
straightforward, the motivations and consequences are layered and nuanced,
reflecting the complexity of human interactions and cultural meanings
attached to bodily expressions of contempt.

Psychology Of Spitting On Someone

  psychology of spitting on someone: Introducing Neuropsychology John Stirling, Rebecca
Elliott, 2010-10-18 Introducing Neuropsychology investigates the functions of the brain and explores
the relationships between brain systems and human behaviour, in a user-friendly textbook that
draws on both established findings and cutting edge research.
  psychology of spitting on someone: The Likeness Tana French, 2008-07-17 New York Times
bestselling author Tana French, author of the forthcoming novel The Hunter, is “the most important
crime novelist to emerge in the past 10 years” (The Washington Post) and “inspires cultic devotion in
readers” (The New Yorker). “Required reading for anyone who appreciates tough, unflinching
intelligence and ingenious plotting.” —The New York Times In the “compellingˮ (The Boston Globe)
and “pitch perfectˮ (Entertainment Weekly) follow-up to Tana French’s runaway bestseller In the
Woods, Cassie Maddox has transferred out of the Dublin Murder Squad—until an urgent telephone
call brings her back to an eerie crime scene. The victim looks exactly like Cassie and carries ID
identifying herself as Alexandra Madison, an alias Cassie once used as an undercover cop. Suddenly,
Cassie is back undercover, to find out not only who killed this young woman, but, more importantly,
who she was. The Likeness is a supremely suspenseful story exploring the nature of identity and
belonging.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Gulp Mary Roach, 2025-04-25 The irresistible,
ever-curious, and always best-selling Mary Roach returns with a new adventure to the invisible
realm we carry around inside. America's funniest science writer ( Washington Post) takes us down
the hatch on an unforgettable tour. The alimentary canal is classic Mary Roach terrain: the
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questions explored in Gulp are as taboo, in their way, as the cadavers in Stiff and every bit as surreal
as the universe of zero gravity explored in Packing for Mars. Why is crunchy food so appealing? Why
is it so hard to find words for flavors and smells? Why doesn't the stomach digest itself? How much
can you eat before your stomach bursts? Can constipation kill you? Did it kill Elvis? In Gulp we meet
scientists who tackle the questions no one else thinks of—or has the courage to ask. We go on
location to a pet-food taste-test lab, a fecal transplant, and into a live stomach to observe the fate of
a meal. With Roach at our side, we travel the world, meeting murderers and mad scientists, Eskimos
and exorcists (who have occasionally administered holy water rectally), rabbis and terrorists—who,
it turns out, for practical reasons do not conceal bombs in their digestive tracts. Like all of Roach's
books, Gulp is as much about human beings as it is about human bodies.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Gulp: Adventures on the Alimentary Canal Mary Roach,
2014-04 The irresistible, ever-curious, and always bestselling Roach returns with a new adventure to
the invisible realm that people carry around inside.
  psychology of spitting on someone: The Hidden Meaning of Dreams Craig Hamilton-Parker,
1999 Psychological and mystical meanings of symbols in dreams.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Counseling and Psychotherapy Theories in Context and
Practice John Sommers-Flanagan, Rita Sommers-Flanagan, 2015-05-20 Apply the major
psychotherapy theories into practice with this comprehensive text Counseling and Psychotherapy
Theories in Context and Practice: Skills, Strategies, and Techniques, 2nd Edition is an in-depth guide
that provides useful learning aids, instructions for ongoing assessment, and valuable case studies.
More than just a reference, this approachable resource highlights practical applications of
theoretical concepts, covering both theory and technique with one text. Easy to read and with
engaging information that has been recently revised to align with the latest in industry best
practices, this book is the perfect resource for graduate level counseling theory courses in counselor
education, marriage and family therapy, counseling psychology, and clinical psychology. Included
with each copy of the text is an access code to the online Video Resource Center (VRC). The VRC
features eleven videos—each one covering a different therapeutic approach using real therapists and
clients, not actors. These videos provide a perfect complement to the book by showing what the
different theories look like in practice. The Second Edition features: New chapters on Family
Systems Theory and Therapy as well as Gestalt Theory and Therapy Extended case examples in each
of the twelve Theory chapters A treatment planning section that illustrates how specific theories can
be used in problem formulation, specific interventions, and potential outcomes assessment Deeper
and more continuous examination of gender and cultural issues An evidence-based status section in
each Theory chapter focusing on what we know from the scientific research, with the goal of
developing critical thinking skills A new section on Outcome Measures that provides ideas on how
client outcomes can be tracked using practice-based evidence Showcasing the latest research,
theory, and evidence-based practice in an engaging and relatable style, Counseling and
Psychotherapy Theories in Context and Practice is an illuminating text with outstanding practical
value.
  psychology of spitting on someone: From Fratricide to Forgiveness Matthew R. Schlimm,
2011-06-30 In the first book of the Bible, every patriarch and many of the matriarchs become angry
in significant ways. However, scholars have largely ignored how Genesis treats this emotion,
particularly how Genesis functions as Torah by providing ethical instruction about handling this
emotion’s perplexities. In this important work, Schlimm fills this gap in scholarship, describing (1)
the language surrounding anger in the Hebrew Bible, (2) the moral guidance that Genesis offers for
engaging anger, and (3) the function of anger as a literary motif in Genesis. Genesis evidences two
bookends, which expose readers to the opposite extremes of anger and its effects. In Gen 4:1–16,
anger takes center stage when Cain kills his brother, Abel, although he has done nothing wrong.
Fratricide is at one extreme of the spectrum of anger’s results. In the final chapter of Genesis,
readers encounter the opposite extreme, forgiveness. Here, Joseph and his brothers forgive one
another after a long history of jealousy, anger, deception, and abuse. It is a moment of reconciliation



offered just before the book closes, allowing readers to see Joseph as an anti-Cain—someone who
has all the power and all the reasons to harm his brothers but instead turns away from anger and,
despite the inherent difficulties, offers forgiveness. Although Genesis frames its post-Edenic
narratives with two contrasting outcomes of anger—fratricide and forgiveness—it avoids simplistic
moral platitudes, such as demanding that its readers respond to being angry with someone by
forgiving the person. Genesis instead returns to the theme of anger on many occasions, presenting a
multifaceted message about its ethical significance. The text is quite realistic about the difficulties
that individuals face and the paradoxes presented by anger. Genesis presents this emotion as a force
that naturally arises from one’s moral sensitivities in response to the perception of wrongdoing. At
the same time, the text presents anger as a great threat to the moral life. Genesis thus warns
readers about the dangers of anger, but it never suggests that one can lead a life free from this
emotion. Instead, it portrays many characters who are forced to deal with anger, presenting them
with dilemmas that defy easy resolution. Genesis invites readers to imagine ways of alleviating
anger, but it is painfully realistic about how difficult, threatening, and short-lived attempts at
reconciliation may be.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Psychology Express: Research Methods in
Psychology (Undergraduate Revision Guide) Mark Forshaw, Dominic Upton, Steve Jones,
2014-02-19 This revision guide provides concise coverage of the central topics within Research
Methods in Psychology, presented within a framework designed to help you focus on assessment and
exams. The text encapsulates all the subject matter listed in the BPS Qualifying Examination
syllabus for the area. The structure of the book represents a logical, linear progress through your
typical learning in relation to Research Methods in Psychology. The two authors bring their clear,
accessible style to bear on this, making the normally ‘dry’ subject matter seem more lively and
engaging. The chapter on writing reports is deliberately left to the end since this is the natural
culmination of your research process. Sample questions, assessment advice and exam tips drive the
organisation within chapters so you are able to grasp and marshal your thoughts towards revision of
the main topics. Features focused on critical thinking, practical applications and key research will
offer additional pointers for you in your revision process and exam preparation. A companion
website provides supporting resources for self testing, exam practice, answers to questions in the
book, and links to further resources.
  psychology of spitting on someone: British Medical Journal , 1898
  psychology of spitting on someone: The Religiosity of Evil James L. Whitmer, 2013-04 The
Religiosity of Evil explores man's struggle within himself, balancing good against evil, and arriving
at outcomes that oftentimes are difficult to explain. This compilation of short stories from the
Wasteland requires the reader to delve into the inner confines of his own soul and weigh his or her
own concepts of good and evil in assembling meaning from the actions of the characters. When
dealing with religiosity, one must keep in mind that one man's religiosity is another man's evil.
  psychology of spitting on someone: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research Design Uwe
Flick, 2022-03-17 Qualitative research design is continually evolving. It is not only more established
in disciplines beyond the traditional social sciences in which it is a standard choice, but also just as
impacted by the changes in what data, technologies, and approaches researchers are using. This
Handbook takes readers through the foundational theories, functions, strategies, and approaches to
qualitative research design, before showcasing how it negotiates different data and research
environments and produces credible, actionable impact beyond the study. Containing contributions
from over 90 top scholars from a range of social science disciplines, this Handbook is not just an
anthology of different qualitative research designs and how/when to use them; it is a complete
exploration of how and why these designs are shaped and how, why, and into what they are evolving.
This is a valuable resource for Master’s and PhD level students, faculty members, and researchers
across a wide range of disciplines such as health, nursing, psychology, social work, sociology, and
education. Volume One: Part I: Concepts of Designing Designs in Qualitative Research Part 2:
Theories and Epistemological Contexts of Designing Qualitative Research Part 3: Elements of



Designing Qualitative Research Part 4: Basic Designs and Research Strategies in Qualitative
Research Part 5: Mixing Methods in Designing Qualitative Research Volume Two: Part 6: Designing
Qualitative Research for Specific Kinds of Data Part 7: Designing Qualitative Online and Multimodal
Research Part 8: Designing Qualitative Research for Specific Groups and Areas Part 9: Designing
Qualitative Research in Disciplinary Fields Part 10: Designing Qualitative Research for Impact
  psychology of spitting on someone: The Disappearance of Childhood Neil Postman,
2011-06-08 From the vogue for nubile models to the explosion in the juvenile crime rate, this
modern classic of social history and media traces the precipitous decline of childhood in America
today−and the corresponding threat to the notion of adulthood. Deftly marshaling a vast array of
historical and demographic research, Neil Postman, author of Technopoly, suggests that childhood is
a relatively recent invention, which came into being as the new medium of print imposed divisions
between children and adults. But now these divisions are eroding under the barrage of television,
which turns the adult secrets of sex and violence into poprular entertainment and pitches both news
and advertising at the intellectual level of ten-year-olds. Informative, alarming, and aphorisitc, The
Disappearance of Childhood is a triumph of history and prophecy.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Unclean Richard Beck, 2012-05-31 I desire mercy, not
sacrifice. Echoing Hosea, Jesus defends his embrace of the unclean in the Gospel of Matthew,
seeming to privilege the prophetic call to justice over the Levitical pursuit of purity. And yet, as
missional faith communities arewell aware, the tensions and conflicts between holiness and mercy
are not so easily resolved. In an unprecedented fusion of psychological science and theological
scholarship, Richard Beck describes the pernicious (and largely unnoticed) effects of the psychology
of purity upon the life and mission of the church.
  psychology of spitting on someone: CyberGenetics Anna Harris, Susan Kelly, Sally Wyatt,
2016-04-28 Online genetic testing services are increasingly being offered to consumers who are
becoming exposed to, and knowledgeable about, new kinds of genetic technologies, as the launch of
a 23andme genetic testing product in the UK testifies. Genetic research breakthroughs, cheek
swabbing forensic pathologists and celebrities discovering their ancestral roots are littered
throughout the North American, European and Australasian media landscapes. Genetic testing is
now capturing the attention, and imagination, of hundreds of thousands of people who can not only
buy genetic tests online, but can also go online to find relatives, share their results with strangers,
sign up for personal DNA-based musical scores, and take part in research. This book critically
examines this market of direct-to-consumer (DTC) genetic testing from a social science perspective,
asking, what happens when genetics goes online? With a focus on genetic testing for disease, the
book is about the new social arrangements which emerge when a traditionally clinical practice
(genetic testing) is taken into new spaces (the internet). It examines the intersections of new
genetics and new media by drawing from three different fields: internet studies; the sociology of
health; and science and technology studies. While there has been a surge of research activity
concerning DTC genetic testing, particularly in sociology, ethics and law, this is the first scholarly
monograph on the topic, and the first book which brings together the social study of genetics and
the social study of digital technologies. This book thus not only offers a new overview of this field,
but also offers a unique contribution by attending to the digital, and by drawing upon empirical
examples from our own research of DTC genetic testing websites (using online methods) and
in-depth interviews in the United Kingdom with people using healthcare services.
  psychology of spitting on someone: The Sharpies April Mattson, 2019-08-01 Online bullying
has become a catchphrase for our day. No longer the traditional bullying in the schoolyard, it casts a
much wider net. In The Sharpies, the stereotypes of bully and victim are far more nuanced. When a
violent act occurs, suspicion is cast on all the characters, for nothing is as simple as it appears. A
documentary crew descends on a suburban city in Ohio, centering on four young women who'd been
dubbed the Sharpies ten years before. The interviews disclose the story of three close friends—Andi,
Shaye, and Phoebe—who come across a new girl, Mabel. Andi is sharp-witted; Shaye, dramatic and
beautiful; and Phoebe, kind and welcoming. Mabel is poor, from a dysfunctional family, and craves



their friendship. They attend the same church, and Phoebe invites Mabel to their youth activities.
Andi and Shaye soon resent the time Mabel spends with Phoebe and becomes suspicious of the
attention she demands of her. Throughout the summer, tensions rise. Mabel relishes the comforts of
the Doon family while Andi considers her manipulative and strange. When school begins, things only
erode further. Phoebe becomes wary of Mabel as she continues to dominate, but for the most part,
they view her as harmless. Yet when the girls are sent to the principal's office with evidence of
photos posted from Phoebe's computer, and then later, a violent crime, it begins the onslaught of
public opinion and criminal charges. Andi is as passionate about Phoebe's innocence as Mabel is
about her own. Also dispersed are recollections from the youth pastor, a police investigator, and
school officials, which cast enough doubt about who the real culprit is. There are those who know
more to story and those who are willfully blinded to the truth.
  psychology of spitting on someone: DVD Counseling and Psychotherapy Theories in
Context and Practice John Sommers-Flanagan, Rita Sommers-Flanagan, 2004-04-26 Learn the
various counseling theories through authentic examples led by actual practitioners working with real
clients This comprehensive two-DVD set promotes student learning by illustrating each of the
counseling theories covered in the textbook Counseling and Psychotherapy Theories in Context and
Practice, Second Edition by John and Rita Sommers-Flanagan. However, the DVDs can be used in
conjunction with this text or as a stand-alone teaching tool in any course covering psychotherapy
theories and techniques. Unique in its presentation of real clinicians from a variety of work
settings—including school and college counselors—working with actual clients, the DVDs: Feature
practitioners and clients who represent ethnic, gender, age, and religious diversity Model how to
develop a positive therapeutic relationship from any theoretical perspective Help students not only
understand the differences between theories, but also the difference between theory and technique
Offer commentary by the authors on how the counselor in the session made decisions from a
theoretical perspective as well as why a particular counseling theory was appropriate for the client’s
situation Exploring Psychoanalytic, Adlerian, Existential, Person-Centered, Gestalt, Behavioral,
Cognitive-Behavioral, Reality, Feminist, Solution-Focused, and Family Systems theories, these two
DVDs shed light on these theories in real practice with clients.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Intimate Partner Violence Laura Elizabeth, 2024-12-30
This textbook is both timely and significant when considering the continued significant rates of
domestic violence both globally and domestically. The social, economic, and psychological costs of
domestic violence are staggering. As a victimologist, domestic violence researcher, presenter, and
moderator on this violence, as well as a survivor of serious physical, emotional, and financial
relationship abuse, Laura Elizabeth combines her academic expertise with her personal experiences
to illuminate the intricacies of this type of violence. From basic definitions and types of domestic
violence to laws, services, and intervention strategies, this textbook guides students through the
reality of domestic violence so they can objectively assess how far we have come and how far we
have to go. Combining objective and scholarly research on domestic violence to date, with personal
stories of survivors, high-profile cases, and case studies, this textbook will be of interest to a number
of disciplines from criminology and criminal justice to sociology and gender studies.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Decisions and Orders of the National Labor
Relations Board United States. National Labor Relations Board, 2001
  psychology of spitting on someone: Decisions and Orders of the National Labor Relations
Board, Volume 334 National Labor Relations Board (U S, 2003-05 Includes the decisions and orders
of the Board, a table of cases, and a cross reference index from the advance sheet numbers to the
volume page numbers.
  psychology of spitting on someone: Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics James Hastings,
John Alexander Selbie, Louis Herbert Gray, 1928
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