oklahoma nurse practice act

Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act: Navigating the Framework for Nursing Excellence

oklahoma nurse practice act serves as the cornerstone for nursing regulation within the state,
shaping how nurses deliver care, protect patients, and uphold professional standards. If you're a
nurse practicing in Oklahoma or considering entering the field, understanding this act is essential. It
not only governs nursing licensure but also outlines the scope of practice, disciplinary procedures,
and continuing education requirements. Let's dive into what makes the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act
so pivotal and how it impacts healthcare professionals and patients alike.

Understanding the Purpose of the Oklahoma Nurse
Practice Act

At its core, the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is a legislative framework designed to regulate nursing
practice within the state. It ensures that nurses meet minimum qualifications, adhere to ethical
standards, and provide safe, competent care to the public. The act is enforced by the Oklahoma
Board of Nursing, which plays a critical role in licensing nurses and overseeing compliance.

The act’s main objectives include:

- Protecting the health and safety of the public by ensuring only qualified nurses practice in
Oklahoma.

- Defining the legal scope of nursing practice, so nurses know their responsibilities and limitations.
- Establishing disciplinary protocols for nurses who violate professional standards.

- Promoting ongoing education and competency to keep up with advances in healthcare.

Scope of Practice Defined by the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

One of the most important aspects of the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is the clear delineation of
nursing roles and responsibilities. It specifies what nurses are authorized to do, which varies
depending on licensure type—such as Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs), Registered Nurses (RNs), and
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNSs).

For example, RNs in Oklahoma can perform comprehensive patient assessments, develop nursing
care plans, administer medications, and collaborate with other healthcare providers. APRNs, including
nurse practitioners and nurse anesthetists, have an expanded scope that allows for diagnosing
conditions, prescribing medications, and managing patient treatment independently or in
collaboration with physicians, depending on statutory provisions.

Understanding these distinctions is crucial because practicing beyond your authorized scope can lead
to disciplinary actions or even license revocation under the act.



Licensing and Renewal Requirements Under the
Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

To practice legally in Oklahoma, nurses must obtain a license issued by the Oklahoma Board of
Nursing. The Nurse Practice Act outlines the eligibility criteria, application process, and renewal
requirements for different nursing licenses.

Initial Licensing Process

Aspiring nurses must graduate from an accredited nursing program and pass the National Council
Licensure Examination (NCLEX) appropriate for their level—NCLEX-PN for practical nurses and NCLEX-
RN for registered nurses. The act mandates submission of fingerprints for background checks and
verification of educational credentials.

For APRNSs, additional certification and approval are required to practice at the advanced level,
consistent with the act’s provisions.

Renewal and Continuing Education

Licenses in Oklahoma are typically renewed every two years. The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act
requires nurses to complete continuing education units (CEUs) to demonstrate ongoing competency.
These CEUs often cover topics like patient safety, ethics, and updates in clinical practice.

Staying current with renewal deadlines and CEU requirements is vital to avoid lapses in licensure that
could interrupt your nursing career.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act empowers the Board of Nursing to investigate complaints against
nurses and take disciplinary action when necessary. This enforcement mechanism protects patients
and maintains the integrity of the nursing profession.

Common Reasons for Disciplinary Measures

Violations that can trigger disciplinary proceedings include:
- Practicing nursing without a valid license.

- Substance abuse or impairment on the job.

- Fraudulent documentation or misrepresentation.

- Negligence or malpractice resulting in patient harm.

- Violating patient confidentiality or ethical standards.



Types of Disciplinary Actions

Depending on the severity of the violation, the Board may impose penalties such as:
- License suspension or revocation.

- Probation with specific conditions, such as substance abuse monitoring.

- Fines or reprimands.

- Mandated additional education or training.

Nurses have the right to appeal these decisions, but compliance with the Oklahoma Nurse Practice
Act is non-negotiable to maintain public trust.

The Role of the Oklahoma Board of Nursing

The Oklahoma Board of Nursing is the agency charged with implementing and enforcing the Nurse
Practice Act. Beyond licensing and discipline, the Board provides resources and guidance to nurses to
promote safe practice.

Educational Resources and Support

The Board offers various tools, including practice guidelines, updates on regulatory changes, and
workshops for continuing education. These resources help nurses stay informed about best practices
and legal responsibilities.

Public Protection and Transparency

The Board maintains a public database of licensed nurses and records of disciplinary actions. This
transparency allows patients and employers to verify credentials and nursing history, fostering trust
in the healthcare system.

How the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act Impacts Patient
Care

While the act may seem focused on legal and administrative aspects, its ultimate goal is to ensure
that patients receive high-quality and safe nursing care. By regulating who can practice and how, the
act helps prevent errors, unethical behavior, and substandard treatment.

Nurses working within the parameters set by the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act are better equipped to
provide competent care, collaborate effectively with healthcare teams, and advocate for patient
rights.



Empowering Nurses Through Clear Guidelines

Having a well-defined scope of practice and clear standards allows nurses to make informed decisions
and act confidently. It also reduces role confusion in healthcare settings, which can improve
communication and patient outcomes.

Adapting to Changes: Updates and Amendments to the
Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

Healthcare is an ever-evolving field, and nursing regulations must keep pace. The Oklahoma Nurse
Practice Act undergoes periodic review and updates to address emerging issues like telehealth, new
technologies, or shifting scopes of practice.

For instance, recent amendments have clarified the roles of APRNs in prescribing controlled
substances or expanded telemedicine services. Nurses should stay alert to such changes, as they can
affect daily practice and licensure requirements.

Staying Informed as a Nurse in Oklahoma

To remain compliant, it's advisable to:

- Regularly visit the Oklahoma Board of Nursing website.

- Subscribe to newsletters or alerts from professional nursing associations.
- Participate in continuing education focused on regulatory updates.

Being proactive in understanding the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act ensures nurses can adapt quickly
and maintain high standards of care.

Tips for Navigating Your Nursing Career Within the
Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

Whether you're a new graduate or an experienced nurse, keeping the Nurse Practice Act in mind can
help you avoid pitfalls and advance your career.

e Know your license type: Understand the specific scope and limitations associated with your
license level.

e Document carefully: Accurate and thorough documentation can protect you legally and
support quality care.

e Engage in lifelong learning: Fulfill continuing education requirements and seek opportunities
to enhance your skills.



e Ask questions: When in doubt about a procedure or legal boundary, consult supervisors or the
Board's resources.

¢ Maintain professionalism: Uphold ethical standards and patient confidentiality at all times to
avoid disciplinary issues.

By following these tips, nurses can confidently practice within the framework of the Oklahoma Nurse
Practice Act and contribute positively to the healthcare community.

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is more than just a set of rules—it’s a living document that shapes
the nursing profession across the state. Embracing its guidelines helps nurses protect their licenses,
enhance their skills, and most importantly, deliver excellent care to their patients. Whether you're
just starting your nursing journey or deepening your expertise, staying informed about this act is a
smart and necessary step.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act?

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is a set of state laws and regulations that define the scope of
nursing practice, standards, and requirements for licensure and professional conduct for nurses in
Oklahoma.

Who regulates nursing practice under the Oklahoma Nurse
Practice Act?

The Oklahoma Board of Nursing is the regulatory authority responsible for enforcing the Oklahoma
Nurse Practice Act and overseeing nursing licensure and discipline.

What types of nurses are covered under the Oklahoma Nurse
Practice Act?

The Act covers registered nurses (RNs), licensed practical nurses (LPNs), advanced practice registered
nurses (APRNs), and nursing students in Oklahoma.

How does the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act address advanced
practice registered nurses (APRNs)?

The Act outlines the education, certification, and scope of practice requirements for APRNs, including
nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, nurse anesthetists, and nurse midwives, allowing them
to perform advanced nursing functions within defined protocols.



What are the licensing requirements for nurses under the
Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act?

Nurses must graduate from an approved nursing program, pass the NCLEX examination, and apply for
licensure with the Oklahoma Board of Nursing. They must also meet continuing education
requirements to maintain licensure.

How does the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act ensure patient
safety?

The Act sets professional standards, requires nurses to practice within their scope, mandates
continuing education, and empowers the Board of Nursing to investigate complaints and discipline
nurses who violate laws or ethical standards.

Additional Resources

Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act: A Comprehensive Review of Regulatory Framework and Professional
Standards

oklahoma nurse practice act serves as the foundational legal framework that governs nursing
practice within the state. It outlines the scope of nursing responsibilities, licensure requirements,
regulatory oversight, and disciplinary procedures, ensuring that nurses provide safe, competent, and
ethical care to the public. As healthcare continues to evolve rapidly, understanding the Oklahoma
Nurse Practice Act (NPA) is essential for nursing professionals, healthcare administrators, and
policymakers alike.

Understanding the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is codified in Title 59, Sections 567.1 through 567.26 of the
Oklahoma Statutes. It is enforced by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing (OBN), the regulatory authority
responsible for licensing and monitoring nursing professionals, including Registered Nurses (RNs),
Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs), and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs). The Act defines
the legal parameters within which nurses must operate and establishes standards to protect public
health and welfare.

Unlike some states with separate legislation for different nursing roles, Oklahoma’s Nurse Practice Act
encompasses a broad spectrum of nursing functions, making it a comprehensive statute that
addresses licensure, scope of practice, continuing education, and disciplinary actions.

Scope of Practice Under the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

A central component of the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is the delineation of the nursing scope of
practice. This defines what tasks and responsibilities nurses are legally permitted to perform, directly
impacting patient care quality and safety.



The Act differentiates between types of nursing licenses:

e Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs): Carry out basic nursing care under the supervision of RNs
or physicians.

* Registered Nurses (RNs): Provide comprehensive nursing care, including patient
assessments, care planning, and medication administration.

e Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs): Such as Nurse Practitioners and Nurse
Anesthetists, these professionals have expanded roles that may include diagnosing illnesses,
prescribing medications, and managing patient treatment plans.

The Oklahoma NPA mandates that nurses must only perform duties for which they are trained and
licensed, emphasizing patient safety and professional accountability.

Licensure and Continuing Education Requirements

Licensure under the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is a vital process that validates a nurse’s
qualifications and readiness to practice. To obtain licensure, candidates must pass the National
Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) appropriate to their nursing level (NCLEX-RN for Registered
Nurses and NCLEX-PN for Practical Nurses).

Beyond initial licensure, the Oklahoma Board of Nursing enforces continuing education requirements.
Nurses must complete a specific number of continuing education hours during each renewal cycle to
maintain their licenses. This ongoing education is designed to keep nurses current with medical
advancements, technology, and evolving clinical guidelines.

Failure to comply with continuing education mandates can result in delayed license renewal or
disciplinary action, underscoring the Act’s emphasis on maintaining nursing competency.

Regulatory Oversight and Disciplinary Measures

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act empowers the Oklahoma Board of Nursing to enforce compliance
and discipline nurses who violate professional standards. The OBN investigates complaints related to
professional misconduct, unethical behavior, incompetence, substance abuse, or criminal activity.

Disciplinary Actions Under the Act

The Board'’s disciplinary toolkit includes:

e License Suspension or Revocation: Removing a nurse’s ability to practice due to serious



violations.
* Probation: Allowing the nurse to continue practicing under monitored conditions.
* Fines and Penalties: Financial consequences for certain infractions.

e Reprimands or Warnings: Formal notices concerning minor violations.

The disciplinary process is designed to be fair yet firm, balancing public protection with the rights of
nursing professionals.

Comparison with Nurse Practice Acts in Other States

When compared to nurse practice acts in neighboring states such as Texas and Kansas, Oklahoma'’s
Act is relatively straightforward but comprehensive. For example, Texas has a more detailed
framework for APRN prescriptive authority, often requiring collaborative agreements with physicians,
while Oklahoma has been progressive in expanding APRN roles with fewer restrictions, aligning with
national efforts to increase healthcare access.

Furthermore, Oklahoma’s nurse practice act places a strong emphasis on continuing education and
professional development, which is increasingly recognized as a best practice nationwide.

Impact on Nursing Practice and Healthcare Delivery

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act plays a critical role in shaping nursing practice standards, workforce
competencies, and ultimately, patient outcomes. By clearly defining the legal boundaries and
professional expectations, the Act helps reduce incidents of malpractice and enhances the quality of
care delivered across various healthcare settings.

Pros and Cons of the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act

* Pros:

o

Clear regulatory guidance that supports patient safety.

[¢]

Progressive stance on APRN scope expansion.

[¢]

Robust licensure and continuing education requirements.

o

Strong disciplinary mechanisms that uphold professional integrity.



e Cons:

o Some practitioners argue that licensure renewals and continuing education can be
administratively burdensome.

o Limited public awareness of the Act’s provisions may hinder its full impact.

o Differences in scope of practice compared to other states may create challenges for
nurses relocating to Oklahoma.

Recent Amendments and Future Directions

The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act has undergone several updates to reflect changes in healthcare
delivery and technology. Recent amendments have focused on telehealth nursing, allowing registered
nurses to provide care remotely, which has become especially relevant amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Looking ahead, the Act is likely to continue evolving to address emerging healthcare challenges such
as nurse workforce shortages, mental health integration, and advanced practice authority
enhancements. Stakeholders including the Oklahoma Board of Nursing, nursing associations, and
legislators remain actively engaged in this ongoing dialogue.

Conclusion: The Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act as a
Pillar of Nursing Regulation

In summary, the Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act is a cornerstone of nursing regulation within the state,
providing a structured framework that balances professional autonomy with public safety. Its
comprehensive provisions cover licensure, scope of practice, education, and disciplinary measures,
ensuring that nursing professionals maintain high standards of care. As healthcare continues to
transform, the Act’s adaptability and enforcement by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing will remain
critical to sustaining a competent and ethical nursing workforce.
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oklahoma nurse practice act: Timby's Fundamental Nursing Skills and Concepts Loretta
A. Moreno, 2020-10-01 Help your LPN/LVN students develop the understanding and clinical skills
necessary for effective practice in today’s challenging health care environments with this trusted
authority. Timby’s Fundamental Nursing Skills and Concepts, Twelfth Edition continues a tradition
of excellence in preparing LPN/LVN students for success throughout their nursing education and
into clinical practice. This approachable resource gives students a solid foundation in theoretical
nursing concepts, step-by-step skills and procedures, and clinical applications while encouraging
them to apply philosophical concepts focusing on the human experience. Filled with engaging
learning tools that promote critical thinking, this new edition has been fully updated to reflect
current medical and nursing practice and features visually enticing photos and illustrations that
bring the information to life to reinforce learning.

oklahoma nurse practice act: Oklahoma Board of Nursing Practice Act Oklahoma Board
of Nursing, 2001

oklahoma nurse practice act: Leadership Skills for Licensed Practical Nurses Working with
the Aging Population Cheryl Kruschke, 2018-02-26 This textbook fills a gap in education for licensed
practical nurses (LPN), providing information specific to their own needs and concerns. Firstly, it
clarifies the leadership role of LPNs in the healthcare setting, and then identifies the knowledge,
skills and abilities related to leadership, management, communication, culture change and
person-directed care concepts. It also explains the efficacy of these concepts related to the LPN care
of patients in the work setting and reviews the Nurse Practice Act (NPA) enacted in every US state.
LPNs play an essential role in the patient care team and we have to ensure they receive advanced
education as practitioners in healthcare settings that reach vulnerable populations such the elderly.
They have been considered as the registered nurses’ right hand in acute care as well as many
home-health settings. They provide basic medical and nursing care, ensure the comfort of patients,
discuss health care with patients, and report the status of patients to registered nurses and doctors.
But the LPNs are often expected to take on a real leadership role based on the perception that as
licensed nurses they already have all the qualifications and education necessary for leadership roles.
However, there is a gap in the education they receive and a limited body of literature dedicated to
them. Written in honor of all LPNs, this educational textbook fills that gap. With learning objectives,
review questions and scenarios, it is a valuable resource for courses for undergraduate students
training to be LPNs.

oklahoma nurse practice act: Nurse Practitioner's Business Practice and Legal Guide Carolyn
Buppert, 2014-05 Now in its Fifth Edition, Nurse Practitioner’s Business Practice and Legal Guide
continues to provide a solid foundation for students and practicing nurses to build confident and
effective practices. A must-have resource for every new or current nurse practitioner (NP), it defines
what an NP is and does while explaining the legal scope with specific state and federal regulations.
Completely updated and revised with essential state-by-state appendices, Nurse Practitioner’s
Business Practice and Legal Guide, Fifth Edition offers expert insights on prescribing, hospital
privileges, negligence and malpractice, risk management, health policy, ethics, and measuring NP
performance.
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Using EBP to Transform Policy in Nursing and Healthcare Patricia M. Schoon, Carolyn Marie Porta,
2023-06-29 “This 4th edition is an invaluable resource for PHN educators, students, and
practitioners. Authoritative and practical, this volume reflects the authors’ solid understanding of
public health nursing practice today. The reality-based insights and much-needed guidance about
population health and public health nursing place this book in the forefront of educational resources
for public health and community health nursing educators.” - Marla E. Salmon, ScD, RN, FAAN
Professor, Nursing and Global Health Affiliate Professor, Governance and Public Policy University of
Washington Population-Based Public Health Clinical Manual: The Henry Street Model for Nurses has
proven to be one of the most important public health texts for students and practitioners alike.
Focused on developing evidence-based public health nursing practice in diverse settings, and built
on the framework of the Henry Street Consortium’s 13 competencies for population-based,
entry-level public health nursing, this new, full-color fourth edition is fully revised and updated to
support readers’ exploration of the field of public health nursing and the unique responsibilities and
challenges that come with being a public health nurse. TABLE OF CONTENTS Part I: Foundational
Concepts for Public Health Nursing Practice Chapter 1: Introduction to Public Health Nursing
Practice Chapter 2: Evidence-Based Public Health Nursing Practice Part II: Entry-Level
Population-Based Public Health Nursing Competencies Chapter 3: COMPETENCY 1: Applies the
Public Health Nursing Process to Individuals, Families, Communities, and Systems Chapter 4:
COMPETENCY 2: Utilizes Basic Epidemiological Principles in Public Health Nursing Practice
Chapter 5: COMPETENCY 3: Utilizes the Principles and Science of Environmental Health to Promote
Safe and Sustainable Environments for Individuals, Families, Communities, and Systems Chapter 6:
COMPETENCY 4: Practices Public Health Nursing Within the Auspices of the Nurse Practice Act
Chapter 7: COMPETENCY 5: Works Within the Responsibility and Authority of the Governmental
Public Health System Chapter 8: COMPETENCY 6: Utilizes Collaboration to Achieve Public Health
Goals Chapter 9: COMPETENCY 7: Effectively Communicates With Individuals, Families,
Communities, and Systems Chapter 10: COMPETENCY 8: Establishes and Maintains Caring
Relationships With Individuals, Families, Communities, and Systems Chapter 11: COMPETENCY 9:
Incorporates Mental, Physical, Emotional, Social, Spiritual, and Environmental Aspects of Health
Into Assessment, Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation Chapter 12: COMPETENCY 10:
Demonstrates Nonjudgmental and Unconditional Acceptance of People Different From Self Chapter
13: COMPETENCY 11: Shows Evidence of Commitment to Social Justice, the Greater Good,
Reducing Racial and Health Disparities, and Increasing Health Equity Chapter 14: COMPETENCY
12: Demonstrates Leadership in Public Health Nursing Practices With Individuals and Families,
Communities, and Systems Chapter 15: COMPETENCY 13: Promotes, Assesses, and Coordinates
Population Health at the Individual, Family, Community, and Systems Levels of Practice to Create
Healthier Individuals, Families, Populations, and Communities Chapter 16: Putting It All Together:
What It Means to Be a Public Health Nurse Part III: Appendices Appendix A: Entry-Level
Population-Based Public Health Nursing (PHN) Competencies for the New Graduate or Novice
Public Health Nurse Appendix B: Omaha System Appendix C: Chapter 15 Population Health
Exemplar Appendix D: Spotlight: Population Health Appendix E: Spotlight: Population Health
Outreach ABOUT THE AUTHORS Patricia M. Schoon, DNP, MPH, RN, PHN, is a tenured Associate
Professor at Metropolitan State University in St. Paul, Minnesota. She is a founding member of the
Henry Street Consortium and has taught nursing and public health for almost 50 years. Carolyn M.
Porta, PhD, MPH, RN, PHN, SANE-A, FAAN, FNAP, is an Associate Vice President for Clinical Affairs
at the University of Minnesota and a tenured Professor in the School of Nursing. She holds adjunct
faculty appointments in the School of Public Health at the University of Minnesota, the Kaohsiung
Medical University School of Nursing, and the Manipal Academy of Higher Education School of
Nursing.

oklahoma nurse practice act: Laws of Medicine Amirala S. Pasha, 2022-09-07 This book
provides an overview of the US laws that affect clinical practice for healthcare professionals with no
legal background. Divided into thirteen sections, each chapter starts with a summary of the



chapter’s content and relevant legal concepts in bullet points before discussing the topics in detail.
An application section is provided in many chapters to clarify essential issues by reflecting on
clinically relevant case law or clinical vignette(s). Filling a crucial gap in the literature, this
comprehensive guide gives healthcare professionals an understanding or a starting point to legal
aspects of healthcare.

oklahoma nurse practice act: Imposter Doctors Rebekah Bernard, 2023-06-01 When you
experience a medical emergency, you expect to be treated by a licensed physician with expertise in
your condition. What happens when you look up from your hospital gurney to find that the doctor
has been replaced by a non-physician practitioner with just a small fraction of the training and
experience? From the co-author of Patients at Risk: The Rise of the Nurse Practitioner and Physician
Assistant in Healthcare, the first book to warn of the systematic replacement of physicians, comes
Imposter Doctors, an even more frightening exposé of patient endangerment at the hands of
for-profit corporate entities and healthcare conglomerates. In the two years since Patients at Risk
debuted, the employment of non-physician practitioners has continued to skyrocket. While advocates
insist that nurse practitioners and physician assistants are ‘just as good’ as physicians, they are
wrong. Despite over fifty years of scientific analysis, there is no conclusive evidence that
non-physicians can provide safe and effective medical care without physician oversight. In fact,
recent studies have shown the opposite: that the replacement of physicians puts patients at risk. The
only cure for today’s healthcare crisis is for patients to become informed about who is providing
their care. We must all know the difference in clinician education and training, and demand answers
from those who would deprive us of physician-led care. REVIEWS and WORDS OF PRAISE This book
is well-written, richly researched, and scientifically based. Imposter Doctors explains how scope
expansion has been facilitated by the corporatization of American medicine, and exposes the fallacy
of NP/PA and physician equivalency. It is a must-read for anyone concerned about our nation’s
healthcare system. --Susan Rudd Bailey, MD, Past President American Medical Association Another
frank and hard-hitting discussion from the author of Patients at Risk. While some will likely dismiss
this book as aiming to protect the status quo in healthcare, I sincerely hope it creates important
conversations about training, qualifications transparency, and public safety. --L. Allen Dobson Jr, MD,
FAAFP, Editor-in-Chief Medical Economics This follow-up book to Patients at Risk articulates the
desperate need for reform to the healthcare system to re-insert physicians as the ultimate decision
maker for the sake of patient care. After reading this book, one must ask will a physician be
available to care for me and my family when the need arises? --Linda Lambert, FAAMSE

oklahoma nurse practice act: Patients at Risk Niran Al-Agba, Rebekah Bernard, 2020-11-01
Patients at Risk: The Rise of the Nurse Practitioner and Physician Assistant in Healthcare exposes a
vast conspiracy of political maneuvering and corporate greed that has led to the replacement of
qualified medical professionals by lesser trained practitioners. As corporations seek to save money
and government agencies aim to increase constituent access, minimum qualifications for the
guardians of our nation’s healthcare continue to decline—with deadly consequences. This is a story
that has not yet been told, and one that has dangerous repercussions for all Americans. With the
rate of nurse practitioner and physician assistant graduates exceeding that of physician graduates, if
you are not already being treated by a non-physician, chances are, you soon will be. While advocates
for these professions insist that research shows that they can provide the same care as physicians,
patients do not know the whole truth: that there are no credible scientific studies to support the
safety and efficacy of non-physicians practicing without physician supervision. Written by two
physicians who have witnessed the decline of medical expertise over the last twenty years, this
data-driven book interweaves heart-rending true patient stories with hard data, showing how
patients have been sacrificed for profit by the substitution of non-physician practitioners. Adding a
dimension neglected by modern healthcare critiques such as An American Sickness, this book
provides a roadmap for patients to protect themselves from medical harm. WORDS OF PRAISE and
REVIEWS Al-Agba and Bernard tell a frightening story that insiders know all too well. As mega
corporations push for efficiency and tout consumer focused retail services, American healthcare is



being dumbed down to the point of no return. It's a story that many media outlets are missing and
one that puts you and your family's health at real risk. --John Irvine, Deductible Media Laced with
actual patient cases, the book’s data and patterns of large corporations replacing physicians with
non-physician practitioners, despite the vast difference in training is enlightening and astounding.
The authors' extensively researched book methodically lays out the problems of our changing
medical care landscape and solutions to ensure quality care. --Marilyn M. Singleton, MD, JD A
masterful job of bringing to light a rapidly growing issue of what should be great concern to all of
us: the proliferation of non-physician practitioners that work predominantly inside algorithms rather
than applying years of training, clinical knowledge, and experience. Instead of a patient-first
mentality, we are increasingly met with the sad statement of Profits Over Patients, echoed by
hospitals and health insurance companies. --John M. Chamberlain, MHA, LFACHE, Board Chairman,
Citizen Health A must read for patients attempting to navigate today’s healthcare marketplace.
--Brian Wilhelmi MD, JD, FASA

oklahoma nurse practice act: Guide for the New Nurse Practitioner Transitioning into
Practice Julie Ossege, Julianne Ossege, Julianne Zehnder Ewen, Julianne Z. Ewen, 2025-06-15
Brimming with essential, step-by-step guidance, this user-friendly manual walks newly graduated
NPs through a logical and systematic process for transitioning into practice. From attaining national
certification to finding a job to seeing patients and billing for services, the resource helps readers to
gain confidence and solid footing as they embark on their careers. Filled with practical information
and strategies difficult to find in professional literature, the resource delves into the intricate
processes of licensure, credentialing, legal compliance, and professional development. In-depth
chapters cover certification exams, interviewing and negotiating for a job, obtaining a nursing
license, securing National Provider Identifier and DEA numbers, state and federal laws and
regulations, continuing education, core nursing values, advocacy, professional obligations, and
attending to one's own health and wellness. Chapters include references and links to federal and
state web resources and digital features reinforce key information. Detailed checklists ensure that
no steps are missed. Invaluable to graduating NPs, the book is also helpful to NP faculty seeking to
assist students in a successful transition to practice. Key Features: Delivers a strategic roadmap to
help NP graduates transition with confidence Presents comprehensive and vital information that is
difficult to access from other sources Provides in depth knowledge on all topics relevant to
beginning practitioners from certification exams to licensure to job seeking to state/national
regulations and more Includes references and links to federal and state web resources in each
chapter Filled with strategies and tips from experienced NP educators and clinicians
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