loot legitimacy and ownership colin
renfrew

Loot Legitimacy and Ownership: Insights from Colin Renfrew’s Archaeological
Perspectives

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew are concepts that delve deeply into the
ethical, cultural, and legal dimensions of how archaeological finds and cultural artifacts
are treated. Colin Renfrew, a pioneering figure in archaeology, has contributed
significantly to our understanding of the complexities surrounding the ownership and
legitimacy of looted artifacts. His work encourages us to question not just the provenance
of cultural goods, but also the broader implications of possession, cultural heritage, and
the responsibilities of modern societies.

Understanding the issues around loot legitimacy and ownership through Renfrew’s lens
opens up a fascinating dialogue about cultural patrimony, the illicit antiquities trade, and
the role of archaeology in contemporary global ethics. This article will explore these
themes, weaving in relevant concepts such as provenance research, cultural property law,
and ethical stewardship to paint a comprehensive picture of this crucial topic.

Colin Renfrew and the Ethical Dimensions of Loot
Legitimacy

Colin Renfrew’s contributions to archaeology go beyond traditional excavation methods;
he has been a vocal advocate for ethical practices in handling artifacts. His approach to
loot legitimacy emphasizes that ownership is not always straightforward, especially when
considering the colonial histories and unequal power dynamics that often surround
archaeological finds.

The Historical Context of Looting

Looting, or the illicit excavation and removal of artifacts, has plagued archaeological sites
for centuries. Renfrew’s studies highlight how many artifacts were removed from their
original contexts during colonial periods, often without consent from indigenous or local
populations. This historical backdrop is essential to understanding why legitimacy claims
are complex. Artifacts that are “owned” today may have been acquired under ethically
questionable circumstances, making their legal ownership contentious.

Legitimacy: More Than Just Legal Ownership

Renfrew argues that legitimacy extends beyond legal frameworks. While laws can dictate
ownership rights, legitimacy in the archaeological sense involves respecting the cultural



significance and origin of artifacts. This view aligns with the growing global movement to
repatriate artifacts to their countries or communities of origin. The question isn’t only
“who owns the artifact?” but also “who has the right to tell its story?”

Ownership and Cultural Heritage: A Modern
Dilemma

The question of ownership is deeply tied to the concept of cultural heritage. Artifacts
represent more than historical objects; they embody the identity and memory of
civilizations. Colin Renfrew’s work sheds light on why ownership disputes are often
charged with emotion and political significance.

National vs. Universal Heritage

One of the debates Renfrew engages with concerns whether artifacts should be
considered national treasures or part of universal human heritage. Museums in Western
countries often justify keeping artifacts by claiming they protect and share human history
globally. However, Renfrew points out that this can marginalize the voices of origin
communities, who may feel alienated from their own cultural heritage.

The Role of Museums and Cultural Institutions

Renfrew emphasizes the evolving role museums play in this landscape. Modern
institutions are increasingly adopting policies promoting provenance research and
transparency about how objects were acquired. They are also engaging in dialogues about
restitution and working collaboratively with source communities, reflecting a shift towards
more ethical stewardship of cultural goods.

Provenance Research and the Fight Against Illicit
Trade

A critical tool in addressing loot legitimacy and ownership is provenance research — the
process of tracing an artifact’s history and chain of custody. Colin Renfrew highlights the
importance of rigorous provenance research to combat the illicit antiquities trade that
fuels looting and cultural theft.

The Challenges of Provenance Documentation

Many looted artifacts lack clear documentation, making it difficult to establish legitimate



ownership. Renfrew delves into how archaeologists, historians, and legal experts
collaborate to piece together provenance, often relying on fragmentary records,
photographs, or oral histories. This painstaking work is crucial for both repatriating
artifacts and preventing the illegal market from flourishing.

International Laws and Agreements

Renfrew’s perspective acknowledges the significance of international treaties like the
1970 UNESCO Convention, which aims to prevent the illicit import and export of cultural
property. While these agreements provide a framework, enforcement remains uneven.
Renfrew advocates for stronger international cooperation and ethical vigilance within the
archaeological community to uphold these standards effectively.

Community Engagement and Ethical Stewardship

A consistent theme in Renfrew’s considerations on loot legitimacy and ownership is the
necessity of involving local and indigenous communities in decisions about their cultural
heritage. This approach fosters respect, mutual understanding, and ethical stewardship.

Empowering Source Communities

Rather than viewing artifacts as mere objects, Renfrew encourages archaeologists and
collectors to recognize the living connections communities have with these items.
Empowering source communities means recognizing their rights, knowledge systems, and
cultural values, which often leads to more sustainable and respectful heritage
management.

Collaborative Archaeology

Renfrew’s advocacy for collaborative archaeology promotes partnerships where local
stakeholders participate in excavation, research, and curation processes. This model helps
mitigate the legacy of exploitative practices and ensures that archaeological work benefits
those most closely connected to the heritage.

Practical Tips for Navigating Loot Legitimacy and
Ownership
For archaeologists, collectors, and institutions grappling with loot legitimacy and

ownership, applying Renfrew’s principles can provide a clear ethical compass. Here are
some practical tips inspired by his work:



¢ Conduct thorough provenance checks: Before acquiring or displaying artifacts,
ensure their history is well-documented and legally sound.

 Engage with source communities: Establish open communication with the
communities connected to the artifacts to understand their perspectives and needs.

e Support repatriation efforts: Be open to returning objects when rightful
ownership is established, viewing repatriation as a form of justice rather than loss.

e Promote transparency: Museums and collectors should share information about
acquisitions and any contested items to foster trust and accountability.

¢ Advocate for stronger policies: Support international laws and local regulations
that protect cultural heritage and deter looting.

Exploring loot legitimacy and ownership through Colin Renfrew’s insights reveals that
these issues are far from simple. They are embedded in history, culture, and law,
demanding thoughtful, ethical approaches. By embracing Renfrew’s emphasis on respect,
provenance, and community involvement, we move towards a more just and enlightened
stewardship of the world’s cultural treasures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Colin Renfrew in the context of archaeology?

Colin Renfrew is a renowned British archaeologist known for his work on prehistoric
Europe and the study of archaeological theory, including issues related to cultural
heritage and artifact ownership.

What is Colin Renfrew's stance on loot legitimacy in
archaeology?

Colin Renfrew advocates against the legitimization of looted artifacts, emphasizing that
looting damages archaeological sites and undermines the scientific study and preservation
of cultural heritage.

How does Colin Renfrew define ownership of cultural
artifacts?

Renfrew supports the idea that cultural artifacts belong to the communities and nations
from which they originate and should be protected and preserved within their cultural
context.



What are some key arguments Colin Renfrew makes
about the ethics of artifact ownership?

Renfrew argues that ethical artifact ownership involves respecting the source
communities, preventing illicit trade, and ensuring that artifacts are not commodified or
removed without consent.

How has Colin Renfrew influenced policies on looted
artifacts?

Colin Renfrew has influenced cultural heritage policies by promoting international
cooperation, legal frameworks, and ethical standards to combat the illicit trafficking of
artifacts.

What role does Colin Renfrew attribute to
archaeologists regarding looted artifacts?

Renfrew believes archaeologists have a responsibility to advocate for the protection of
sites, discourage looting, and educate the public about the importance of legitimate
artifact stewardship.

Does Colin Renfrew discuss the impact of looting on
archaeological research?

Yes, he highlights that looting destroys contextual information essential for understanding
the past, thereby hindering scientific research and cultural knowledge.

How does Colin Renfrew propose to balance artifact
ownership between source countries and museums?

Renfrew supports collaborative approaches including repatriation, shared custody, and
long-term loans that respect source countries' rights while allowing public access and
education.

What is Colin Renfrew's view on the market for
antiquities?

He is critical of the antiquities market, arguing that it often incentivizes looting and the
illegal trade of cultural objects, which harms heritage preservation.

Has Colin Renfrew contributed to any international
conventions on cultural heritage?

Colin Renfrew has contributed scholarly expertise and advocacy supporting international
conventions like the UNESCO 1970 Convention aimed at preventing illicit trafficking and
promoting cultural heritage protection.



Additional Resources

**Loot Legitimacy and Ownership: Insights from Colin Renfrew’s Archaeological
Perspective**

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew represent a nuanced and complex debate
within the fields of archaeology, cultural heritage, and legal frameworks. As one of the
most influential figures in archaeological theory, Colin Renfrew’s work offers vital insights
into how societies interpret the legitimacy of artifacts and the questions surrounding
rightful ownership. His perspectives invite a critical examination of the ethical, historical,
and legal dimensions that govern the possession and trade of cultural heritage items, often
referred to as “loot.”

Renfrew’s scholarship delves into the tensions between historical context, cultural
identity, and modern legal systems, highlighting the challenges in defining who truly
“owns” cultural artifacts. This article explores these themes by analyzing Renfrew’s
contributions, the evolving discourse on loot legitimacy, and the broader implications for
cultural property laws and international agreements.

Theoretical Foundations of Loot Legitimacy in
Renfrew’s Work

Colin Renfrew, a prominent archaeologist and prehistorian, has long emphasized the
importance of contextualizing artifacts within their cultural and historical environments.
His approach underscores that the legitimacy of loot cannot be divorced from the
circumstances under which artifacts were acquired, the cultural significance of the
objects, and the impact of their removal on source communities.

Renfrew’s theoretical framework challenges simplistic dichotomies of legal versus illegal
ownership by foregrounding the ethical considerations that often complicate such
distinctions. He argues that the legitimacy of loot is not merely a question of legal title but
also of cultural continuity and respect for the originating societies.

Contextualizing Cultural Heritage and Ownership

Renfrew’s perspective insists on the need to view cultural artifacts as living elements of
identity rather than mere commodities. Ownership, from this viewpoint, extends beyond
legal possession to include stewardship responsibilities. By emphasizing the social and
historical dimensions of artifacts, Renfrew highlights how the removal of objects—whether
through colonial extraction, illicit trade, or war—disrupts cultural narratives and collective
memory.

This conceptualization has influenced debates on repatriation, restitution, and the role of
museums in preserving or perpetuating colonial legacies. Renfrew’s approach advocates
for collaborative dialogues between source communities, governments, and institutions to
negotiate ownership claims with sensitivity and fairness.



Loot Legitimacy in Legal and Ethical Frameworks

The question of loot legitimacy intersects with international law, national legislation, and
ethical codes of conduct in archaeology and museology. Renfrew’s insights provide a
critical lens through which to assess these frameworks, particularly in light of the 1970
UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

While international agreements seek to curb the illicit trade and promote restitution,
Renfrew cautions that legality does not always equate to ethical legitimacy. For example,
artifacts legally acquired during colonial periods may still represent acts of cultural
dispossession. Conversely, some objects recovered through unauthorized excavations may
have ambiguous provenance, complicating straightforward legal claims.

The Role of Provenance and Documentation

A key factor in determining loot legitimacy is provenance—the documented history of an
artifact’s ownership and movement. Renfrew emphasizes rigorous provenance research as
essential for establishing legitimate ownership and combating illicit trafficking. Museums
and collectors are increasingly held to higher standards of transparency and
accountability, reflecting a shift toward ethical acquisition policies.

However, challenges remain. Provenance gaps, forged documentation, and the clandestine
nature of the antiquities market hinder efforts to verify legitimacy. Renfrew’s scholarship
recommends interdisciplinary collaboration, including archaeological, forensic, and legal
expertise, to address these challenges effectively.

Practical Implications of Loot Legitimacy and
Ownership

Understanding loot legitimacy and ownership through Renfrew’s framework has tangible
implications for cultural heritage management, museum practices, and international
cooperation.

Impact on Repatriation and Restitution Efforts

The global movement toward repatriating artifacts to their countries or communities of
origin reflects growing recognition of the moral imperatives highlighted by Renfrew. Case
studies—from the return of Native American artifacts under the U.S. Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) to the debates over the Parthenon
Marbles—illustrate the complexity of reconciling legal, ethical, and cultural claims.

Renfrew’s approach encourages nuanced negotiations that consider historical context,



cultural significance, and the capacity of recipient communities to care for returned
objects. This model fosters partnerships rather than adversarial disputes.

Museum Policies and Ethical Acquisition

Museums worldwide are revising acquisition policies to align with principles of loot
legitimacy and ethical stewardship. Renfrew’s emphasis on transparency and cultural
sensitivity has contributed to the evolving standards that prioritize provenance research
and community involvement.

Institutions adopting these practices not only safeguard cultural heritage but also enhance
public trust and scholarship. However, the balance between preserving global heritage
and respecting local ownership remains a delicate challenge.

Challenges in Combatting Illicit Antiquities Trade

Illicit trade in antiquities thrives on the ambiguity surrounding loot legitimacy and
ownership. Renfrew’s work highlights the need for robust legal frameworks, international
cooperation, and public education to disrupt trafficking networks.

Efforts such as the International Council of Museums (ICOM) Red List and Interpol’s
seizure operations demonstrate progress but also reveal gaps in enforcement and
jurisdiction. Renfrew advocates for continued interdisciplinary engagement to protect
cultural heritage effectively.

Contemporary Debates and Future Directions

The discussion around loot legitimacy and ownership continues to evolve, influenced by
post-colonial critiques, indigenous activism, and digital technology advancements.
Renfrew’s contributions remain foundational in navigating these debates, balancing
respect for cultural heritage with practical considerations of preservation and access.

Emerging questions include the role of digital repatriation, ethical challenges posed by 3D
printing of artifacts, and the impact of virtual museums. Renfrew’s framework encourages
ongoing dialogue that integrates archaeological expertise with community voices and legal
innovation.

Ultimately, the legitimacy of loot and rightful ownership transcends simple legal
definitions, requiring a holistic understanding of history, culture, and ethics—an insight
that Colin Renfrew’s scholarship profoundly advances.



Loot Legitimacy And Ownership Colin Renfrew

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Loot, Legitimacy and Ownership Colin
Renfrew, 2000-10-20 The world's archaeological heritage is under threat. Many antiquities appear
on the art market where they are being bought by museums and collectors. Review of the situation.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The Methods and Ethics of Researching
Unprovenienced Artifacts from East Asia Christopher ]J. Foster, Glenda Chao, Mercedes Valmisa,
2024-04-25 A comprehensive discussion of the methodological and ethical issues inherent to
researching unprovenienced artifacts.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Ethical Issues in Archaeology Larry ].
Zimmerman, Karen D. Vitelli, Julia J. Hollowell, 2003-04-02 Edited volume exploring key issues in
ethics for archaeologists. Visit our website for sample chapters!

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The Materiality of Ancient Greek Identities,
9th to 2nd Centuries BCE Emma Gooch, Jerome Ruddick, 2025-08-07 Material culture is the physical
trace of what was used to construct and define identities in the past, and is therefore a key source of
evidence for archaeologists and ancient historians investigating ancient identities. The focus of this
volume is reflective of broader theoretical and methodological shifts in recent cross-disciplinary
explorations of identity. Through the use of case studies, each chapter demonstrates the benefits
and crucial need to embrace inter- and multi-disciplinary approaches when investigating life and
society in ancient Greece. In particular, this book covers the ever-increasing spectrum of identities
across the ancient Greek world, ranging from collective groups, such as women, migrants, children
and slaves, to individual figures. Using archaeological, iconographic and textual material as the
basis of each exploration, the contributors seek to understand the intersectional nature of what it
meant to be an individual or group within a recognised social identity in ancient Greece. More
specifically, this involves the analysis of various types of material culture such as artefacts from
burials, excavated settlements, figurines, statuary, painted pottery, small finds and monuments. The
contributors study the material using geo-spatial and architectural methods, along with more
traditional approaches, such as epigraphy. Among other conclusions, the chapters investigate the
experiences of identity - what the experience of having a particular identity was like, as far as we
can ascertain - in ancient Greece, as represented by the archaeological material record.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The Origins of the Civilization of Angkor
Charles Higham, 2013-02-28 The Origins of the Civilization of Angkor reflects the results of a
research programme conducted by Charles Higham over the last twenty years, highlighting much
entirely new, and occasionally surprising, information and providing a distinct perspective on
cultural change over two millennia. The book covers the background of environmental change, the
adoption of rice farming, archaeogenetics, the adoption of copper-based metallurgy, the iron age
and the origins of state formation.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The Anthropology of Hunter-Gatherers
Vicki Cummings, 2013-04-11 A basic introduction to key debates in the study of hunter-gatherers,
specifically from an anthropological perspective, but designed for an archaeological readership.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Who Owns Antiquity? James Cuno,
2010-10-18 Whether antiquities should be returned to the countries where they were found is one of
the most urgent and controversial issues in the art world today, and it has pitted museums, private
collectors, and dealers against source countries, archaeologists, and academics. Maintaining that
the acquisition of undocumented antiquities by museums encourages the looting of archaeological
sites, countries such as Italy, Greece, Egypt, Turkey, and China have claimed ancient artifacts as
state property, called for their return from museums around the world, and passed laws against
their future export. But in Who Owns Antiquity?, one of the world's leading museum directors
vigorously challenges this nationalistic position, arguing that it is damaging and often disingenuous.
Antiquities, James Cuno argues, are the cultural property of all humankind, evidence of the world's



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/loot-legitimacy-and-ownership-colin-renfrew.pdf

ancient past and not that of a particular modern nation. They comprise antiquity, and antiquity
knows no borders. Cuno argues that nationalistic retention and reclamation policies impede common
access to this common heritage and encourage a dubious and dangerous politicization of
antiquities--and of culture itself. Antiquities need to be protected from looting but also from
nationalistic identity politics. To do this, Cuno calls for measures to broaden rather than restrict
international access to antiquities. He advocates restoration of the system under which source
countries would share newly discovered artifacts in exchange for archaeological help, and he argues
that museums should again be allowed reasonable ways to acquire undocumented antiquities. Cuno
explains how partage broadened access to our ancient heritage and helped create national museums
in Cairo, Baghdad, and Kabul. The first extended defense of the side of museums in the struggle over
antiquities, Who Owns Antiquity? is sure to be as important as it is controversial. Some images
inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Early Islamic North Africa Corisande Fenwick,
2020-05-14 This volume proposes a new approach to the Arab conquests and the spread of Islam in
North Africa. In recent years, those studying the Islamic world have shown that the coming of Islam
was not marked by devastation or decline, but rather by considerable cultural and economic
continuity. In North Africa, with continuity came significant change. Corisande Fenwick argues that
the establishment of Muslim rule also coincided with a phase of intense urbanization, the
appearance of new architectural forms (mosques, housing, hammams), the spread of Muslim social
and cultural practices, the introduction of new crops and manufacturing techniques and the
establishment of new trading links with sub-Saharan Africa, Europe and the Middle East. This
concise and accessible book offers the first assessment of the archaeology of early Islamic North
Africa (7th-9th centuries), drawing on a wide range of new evidence from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia
and Libya. It lays out current debates about its interpretation and suggests new ways of thinking
about this crucial period in world history. Essential reading for those interested in understanding
the impact of the Arab conquests and the spread of Islam on daily life, it will also challenge students
of archaeology and history to think in new ways about North Africa, the earliest Islamic empires and
states and the transition from the Roman to the medieval Mediterranean.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Museums and the Construction of
Disciplines Christopher Whitehead, 2013-11-20 Museums and museum politics were important
elements in the development of the disciplines of Archaeology and Art History in nineteenth-century
Britain. Here Christopher Whitehead explores some of the key debates and events which led to the
conceptual differentiation and physical separation of 'archaeological' and 'artistic' material culture,
looking especially at the ways in which objects and histories were contested within museum politics.
For example, in the 1850s, the status of Egyptian antiquities as 'art' or 'archaeology' was keenly
debated, and this related closely to questions about which kinds of museum should house them and
the possible histories and epistemologies in which they might figure. This concise study serves as a
basis for a discussion of the continued intellectual legacy of this for our understanding, management
and presentation of the past in the museum and in curricula. It is argued that by understanding the
politics and circumstances through which the two disciplines were delimited and distinguished from
one another we may be able to glimpse, retrospectively, the possibility of alternative art histories
and alternative archaeologies.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Early Islamic Syria Alan Walmsley,
2013-11-20 After more than a century of neglect, a profound revolution is occurring in the way
archaeology addresses and interprets developments in the social history of early Islamic
Syria-Palestine. This concise book offers an innovative assessment of social and economic
developments in Syria-Palestine shortly before, and in the two centuries after, the Islamic expansion
(the later sixth to the early ninth century AD), drawing on a wide range of new evidence from recent
archaeological work. Alan Walmsley challenges conventional explanations for social change with the
arrival of Islam, arguing for considerable cultural and economic continuity rather than devastation
and unrelenting decline. Much new, and increasingly non-elite, architectural evidence and an



ever-growing corpus of material culture indicate that Syria-Palestine entered a new age of social
richness in the early Islamic period, even if the gains were chronologically and regionally uneven.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The Origins of Anglo-Saxon Towns Richard
Hodges, 2025-08-07 Through a reconsideration of the debate about the archaeology of Anglo-Saxon
towns, Richard Hodges focuses on the origins and history of the four Middle-Saxon emporia -
London, Ipswich, Southampton and York - and then the impact of the Viking Conquest in AD 866 on
England's subsequent history. To mark the occasion of the centennial of Henri Pirenne's celebrated
book, Medieval Cities (1925), Hodges reviews the influence of the Scandinavian urban model on
Anglo-Saxon England in line with new archaeological and numismatic evidence, tracing the
importance of the Viking conquerors to the formation of towns in England. The crux of this study is
to explore the question of when and how English early Medieval settlements gained a distinctive
urban identity. And so, the emphasis is not just on markets and role of craftsmen, but also on civil
defence. Looking beyond England, this book proposes that the Danish urban model influenced the
rise of towns in Flanders, setting an economic strategy that played a major part in the creation of
what Pirenne described as 'Medieval Civilization'. By asking questions about the political and
economic situation of the 7th to 10th centuries, archaeology challenges key chapters in the
canonical history of not just English urbanism but also the making of the European economy.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Islamization and Archaeology José C. Carvajal
Loépez, 2023-05-04 This fresh approach to the study of Islamization proposes an innovative
conceptual framework that treats the subject as a particular case of cultural change. The aim of the
volume is to make Islamization amenable to archaeological and historical analyses of changes in
material conditions of life without forsaking the specific history of Islam. Islam and Islamization
must be understood in their particular social context, but also in relation to the conditions that hold
them together over large geographical and chronological expanses. Archaeologists and historians
have considered Islamization from a range of different perspectives, from conversion to cultural
change, though these studies have tended to be underpinned by a normativist conception of Islam.
In contrast, José C. Carvajal Lopez takes a hermeneutical stance, wherein Islam is the result of
exploration, and adopts a New Materialist theoretical analysis to explore Islamization and its impact
on identities, communities and their material culture. The consequences for the study of Islamization
are examined through examples that include some of the author's own experiences. This innovative
take on Islamization is not exclusively interested in the spread of the religion or of the polity, and
therefore it overcomes the theoretical limits imposed by the concepts of religious conversion and
ideological imposition. This book will appeal to scholars interested in associating cultural and
religious change and, in particular, those working on Islam, whether within or outside the discipline
of archaeology.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Ethics and Burial Archaeology Duncan Sayer,
2017-10-19 The investigation of human remains has always been central to archaeological, but
archaeologists are not the only ones with an interest in their treatment. Political groups, religious
organisations, descendant communities and disenfranchised interest groups are all becoming more
vocal in expressing their opinions on this subject on a world stage. This book sets a new agenda for
ethical studies in mortuary investigation, adducing a series of case studies which can be used to
understand the questions facing burial archaeology. Who owns the dead - not just their bodies but
also their stories? Do the remains themselves matter or are there other political agendas which
influence interest groups? The author encourages archaeologists to be more open and inclusive
when conducting mortuary projects, as it is often the perception of secrecy or interference with the
dead that raises concern about the treatment of historical and scientifically important skeletal
remains.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: From Stonehenge to Mycenae John Barrett,
Michael J. Boyd, 2019-06-13 This book reconsiders how we can understand archaeology on a grand
scale by abandoning the claims that material remains stand for the people and institutions that
produced them, or that genetic change somehow caused cultural change. Our challenge is to




understand the worlds that made great projects like the building of Stonehenge or Mycenae
possible. The radiocarbon revolution made the old view that the architecture of Mycenae influenced
the building of Stonehenge untenable. But the recent use of 'big data' and of genetic histories have
led archaeology back to a worldview where 'big problems' are assumed to require 'big solutions'.
Making an animated plea for bottom-up rather than top-down solutions, the authors consider how
life was made possible by living in the local and materially distinct worlds of the period. By
considering how people once built connections between each other through their production and use
of things, their movement between and occupancy of places, and their treatment of the dead, we
learn about the kinds of identities that people constructed for themselves. Stonehenge did not
require an architect from Mycenae for it to be built, but the builders of Stonehenge and Mycenae
would have shared a mutual recognition of the kinds of humans that they were, and the kinds of
practices these monuments were once host to.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Heritage, Communities and Archaeology
Laurajane Smith, Emma Waterton, 2013-11-20 This book traces the development of 'community
archaeology', identifying both its advantages and disadvantages by describing how and why tensions
have arisen between archaeological and community understandings of the past. The focus of this
book is the conceptual disjunction between heritage and data and the problems this poses for both
archaeologists and communities in communicating and engaging with each other. In order to explain
the extent of the miscommunication that can occur, the authors examine the ways in which a range
of community groups, including communities of expertise, define and negotiate memory and identity.
Importantly, they explore the ways in which these expressions are used, or are taken up, in struggles
over cultural recognition - and ultimately, the practical, ethical, political and theoretical implications
this has for archaeologists engaging in community work. Finally, they argue that there are very real
advantages for archaeological research, theory and practice to be gained from engaging with
communities.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Gerasa and the Decapolis David Kennedy,
2013-11-20 During the Long Classical Millennium (fourth century BC to eighth century AD),
Northwest Jordan was part of two worlds, looking west to the Mediterranean as well as east towards
the Arabian desert. It was not only a collection of distinctive micro-regions but a 'virtual island’,
isolated by geography on all sides. Here one finds historical and archaeological data of an intensity
and quality probably superior to that of any region in the Near East other than Israel. This book
exploits some of that evidence to explain the character of an unusual region with a dense network of
cities and an unexpected surge of settlement which reached a peak and extent not encountered
again until the mid-twentieth century. It explores and develops some of the principal themes one
may investigate for the region of Northwest Jordan, but which often apply to the Near East as a
whole.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: The State in Ancient Egypt Juan Carlos Moreno
Garcia, 2019-09-05 This book presents a new analysis of the organization, structure and changes of
the pharaonic state through three millennia of its history. Moreno Garcia sheds new light on this
topic by bringing to bear recent developments in state theory and archaeology, especially
comparative study of the structure of ancient states and empires. The role played by pharaonic
Egypt in new studies often reiterates old views about the stability, conservatism and 'exceptionalism'
of Egyptian kingship, which supposedly remained the same across the Bronze and Iron Ages. Ancient
Egypt shared many parallels with other Bronze and Iron Age societies as can be shown by an
analysis of the structure of the state, of the limits of royal power, of the authority of local but
neglected micro-powers (such as provincial potentates and wealthy non-elite), and of the circulation
and control of wealth. Furthermore, Egypt experienced deep changes in its social, economic,
political and territorial organization during its history, thus making the land of the pharaohs an ideal
arena in which to test applications of models of governments and to define the dynamics that rule
societies on the longue durée. When seen through these new perspectives, the pharaonic
monarchies appear less exceptional than previously thought, and more dependent on the balance of



power, on their capacity to control the kingdom's resources and on the changing geopolitical
conditions of their time.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Confronting Colonial Objects Carsten Stahn,
2024-05-23 The treatment of cultural colonial objects is one of the most debated questions of our
time. Calls for a new international cultural order go back to decolonization. However, for decades,
the issue has been treated as a matter of comity or been reduced to a Shakespearean dilemma: to
return or not to return. Confronting Colonial Objects seeks to go beyond these classic dichotomies
and argues that contemporary practices are at a tipping point. The book shows that cultural takings
were material to the colonial project throughout different periods and went far beyond looting. It
presents micro histories and object biographies to trace recurring justifications and contestations of
takings and returns while outlining the complicity of anthropology, racial science, and professional
networks that enabled colonial collecting. The book demonstrates the dual role of law and cultural
heritage regulation in facilitating colonial injustices and mobilizing resistance thereto. Drawing on
the interplay between justice, ethics, and human rights, Stahn develops principles of relational
cultural justice. He challenges the argument that takings were acceptable according to the
standards of the time and outlines how future engagement requires a re-invention of knowledge
systems and relations towards objects, including new forms of consent, provenance research, and
partnership, and a re-thinking of the role of museums themselves. Following the life story and
transformation of cultural objects, this book provides a fresh perspective on international law and
colonial history that appeals to audiences across a variety of disciplines. This is an open access title
available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read on the
Oxford Academic platform and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access
locations.

loot legitimacy and ownership colin renfrew: Introducing Archaeology, Third Edition
Robert J. Muckle, Stacey L. Camp, 2020-10-01 Now in its third edition, Introducing Archaeology
continues to be a lively and approachable textbook for introductory-level students. Covering
traditional elements of archaeology, including methods and prehistory, the new edition also opens
up greater conversations about the current state of archaeology, discussing issues of representation,
inclusion, and diversity in the field. The authors highlight recent developments in digital and public
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