
imitation of life funeral scene
Imitation of Life Funeral Scene: A Deep Dive into Its Emotional and Cinematic Impact

Imitation of life funeral scene stands out as one of the most poignant moments in cinematic
history, capturing the complex interplay of grief, identity, and societal pressures. Whether you’re a
film enthusiast, a student of cinema, or simply someone intrigued by emotionally charged
storytelling, this particular scene from the classic film “Imitation of Life” offers a wealth of insight
into how filmmakers use funerals to convey deeper themes. In this article, we’ll explore the
significance of the funeral scene, its impact on the narrative, and why it continues to resonate with
audiences decades after the film's release.

The Context Behind the Imitation of Life Funeral Scene

To appreciate the depth of the funeral scene, it helps to understand the broader context of the film.
Released in 1959 and directed by Douglas Sirk, “Imitation of Life” is a melodrama that explores
complex themes such as race, motherhood, ambition, and identity. The story follows two
women—Lora, a white aspiring actress, and Annie, her Black housekeeper—whose lives become
intertwined in unexpected ways.

Why the Funeral Scene Is So Crucial

The funeral scene is not just a moment of mourning; it’s a turning point in the film’s narrative. It
brings to the surface unresolved tensions between the characters, especially regarding race and
motherhood. The scene is powerful because it confronts societal taboos and personal heartbreak
simultaneously. It’s a moment that forces the characters—and viewers—to reckon with the harsh
realities of life and loss.

Emotional Layers in the Imitation of Life Funeral Scene

When discussing the funeral scene, one cannot overlook the emotional complexity that underpins it.
The scene is drenched in sorrow, but it also reveals underlying conflicts, regrets, and unspoken
truths.

The Role of Grief and Denial

In “Imitation of Life,” grief is portrayed in a multi-dimensional way. The characters display mourning
that is deeply personal yet influenced by societal expectations. The funeral scene captures these
nuances beautifully. For example, Annie’s grief is compounded by her racial identity and her
complicated relationship with her daughter, Sarah Jane. This grief is not just about loss but also
about the loss of acceptance and love.



Symbolism and Cinematic Techniques

Douglas Sirk’s direction during the funeral scene uses symbolism and lighting to heighten the
emotional stakes. The somber color palette, the tight framing of characters, and the use of shadows
all work together to immerse the audience in the mood of despair and reflection. These choices
enrich the scene’s emotional resonance and underscore the theme of imitation—how people often
mask their true feelings or societal realities.

Imitation of Life Funeral Scene and Its Cultural
Significance

This scene also holds cultural weight, especially in the context of racial dynamics in America during
the 1950s. The film bravely tackled issues that were often ignored or glossed over in mainstream
cinema at the time.

Representation of Race and Identity

One of the most talked-about aspects of the funeral scene is its subtle yet powerful commentary on
race. Annie’s role as a Black mother and her struggles with her daughter’s rejection of her racial
identity add layers of complexity to the scene. It highlights the pain of racial passing and the societal
pressures to conform to certain ideals of beauty and acceptance.

Impact on Modern Audiences

Despite being over sixty years old, the funeral scene in “Imitation of Life” continues to resonate with
viewers today. Its themes of racial tension, identity crisis, and maternal love are timeless and
universal. Modern filmmakers often reference or draw inspiration from this scene when portraying
similar emotional and cultural conflicts.

Behind the Scenes: Crafting the Imitation of Life
Funeral Scene

Understanding how this scene was crafted reveals the dedication and artistry behind its enduring
impact.

Acting and Performance

The actors’ performances during the funeral scene are masterclasses in subtlety and emotional
depth. Juanita Moore, who played Annie, delivered a performance that conveyed deep sorrow and



resilience with minimal dialogue. Lana Turner’s portrayal of Lora added a layer of complexity,
embodying both vulnerability and societal privilege.

Screenwriting and Dialogue

The screenplay carefully balances exposition with emotional beats, allowing the funeral scene to
unfold naturally without feeling forced. The dialogue is sparse but meaningful, letting silence and
body language speak volumes.

Music and Sound Design

The score during the funeral scene is understated yet haunting. It complements the visual
storytelling without overwhelming the emotions on screen. The use of silence at key moments
enhances the weight of the scene, inviting viewers to sit with the grief and tension.

Lessons From the Imitation of Life Funeral Scene for
Filmmakers and Storytellers

If you’re a filmmaker or storyteller looking to convey complex emotions through a funeral scene,
“Imitation of Life” offers several valuable lessons.

Use Subtext to Convey Complexity: Not every emotion needs to be spelled out. Sometimes
what’s left unsaid speaks louder.

Leverage Cinematic Tools: Lighting, framing, and music can amplify the emotional impact
without relying on dialogue.

Address Broader Themes: A funeral scene can be a powerful vehicle to explore societal
issues alongside personal grief.

Focus on Character Dynamics: The relationships between characters add layers of meaning
to the scene.

Exploring Similar Funeral Scenes in Classic Cinema

The use of funeral scenes to explore emotional and social themes is a common motif in classic films.
Comparing the “Imitation of Life” funeral scene with others can enrich our understanding.



Funeral Scenes That Resonate

Films like “Gone with the Wind” and “A Raisin in the Sun” also use funerals to highlight racial and
familial tensions. These scenes often serve as emotional climaxes, forcing characters to confront
their realities.

What Makes Imitation of Life Stand Out?

While many films use funerals as dramatic devices, “Imitation of Life” is distinctive because it
intertwines personal grief with the broader societal critique on race and identity. This dual focus
gives the funeral scene a layered emotional texture that few films manage to achieve.

Why the Imitation of Life Funeral Scene Still Matters
Today

In an era where conversations about race, identity, and representation are more prominent than
ever, revisiting the funeral scene from “Imitation of Life” provides valuable perspectives. It reminds
us that cinema can be both a mirror and a catalyst for societal reflection.

Whether you’re watching the film for the first time or revisiting it after many years, the funeral
scene invites viewers to engage with its emotional depth and cultural significance. It’s a testament
to the power of film to tell stories that are both deeply personal and profoundly universal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the funeral scene in 'Imitation of
Life'?
The funeral scene in 'Imitation of Life' serves as a poignant moment that highlights the themes of
loss, identity, and reconciliation between the characters, emphasizing the emotional climax of the
story.

How does the funeral scene in 'Imitation of Life' reflect the
racial tensions depicted in the film?
The funeral scene underscores the racial tensions by showcasing the complex relationships between
the black and white characters, particularly through the interactions and emotions expressed during
the ceremony.



Which characters are present during the funeral scene in
'Imitation of Life'?
Key characters present at the funeral scene include Sarah Jane, her mother Annie, and Lora, among
others, each representing different aspects of the film's central themes.

How is the funeral scene in 'Imitation of Life' used to develop
Sarah Jane's character?
The funeral scene acts as a turning point for Sarah Jane, revealing her internal struggles with
identity and acceptance, and marking a moment of emotional vulnerability and growth.

What emotions are predominantly portrayed in the funeral
scene of 'Imitation of Life'?
The scene predominantly portrays sorrow, regret, and a sense of reconciliation, capturing the
complex emotional landscape of the characters as they confront loss and societal challenges.

How does the cinematography in the funeral scene of
'Imitation of Life' enhance the storytelling?
The cinematography uses close-ups and somber lighting to emphasize the characters' emotional
states and the gravity of the moment, thereby deepening the audience's engagement with the
narrative.

Is the funeral scene in 'Imitation of Life' based on a real event
or purely fictional?
The funeral scene, like the rest of the film, is a fictional dramatization based on the novel by Fannie
Hurst and is not directly based on a real event.

What role does music play during the funeral scene in
'Imitation of Life'?
Music in the funeral scene accentuates the somber mood and emotional intensity, helping to convey
the themes of mourning and reflection integral to the scene.

How has the funeral scene in 'Imitation of Life' been received
by audiences and critics?
The funeral scene is often praised for its emotional depth and powerful performances, with critics
noting it as a key moment that effectively captures the film’s exploration of race, identity, and
family.



Additional Resources
**The Imitation of Life Funeral Scene: A Cinematic Study**

imitation of life funeral scene stands out as one of the most poignant and emotionally charged
moments in cinematic history. This scene, pivotal in both the 1934 original and the 1959 remake of
*Imitation of Life*, encapsulates deep themes of loss, identity, and societal tensions. As a key
narrative and symbolic element, the funeral scene deserves an analytical exploration to understand
its impact, artistry, and the cultural conversations it evokes.

Contextual Background of the Imitation of Life Funeral
Scene

The film *Imitation of Life*, based on Fannie Hurst’s 1933 novel, centers around the intersecting
lives of two women: a white single mother and her African American housekeeper. The story delves
into complex themes of race, motherhood, and ambition. In both film versions, the funeral scene
emerges as a climactic moment, confronting the characters—and the audience—with profound grief
and unresolved emotional tensions.

The 1959 adaptation, directed by Douglas Sirk, is particularly renowned for its use of melodrama
and vivid visual storytelling. The funeral scene in this version is often highlighted for its emotional
intensity and the way it addresses issues of racial identity and mother-daughter relationships,
especially through the portrayal of Sarah Jane, the African American character grappling with her
racial identity.

Anatomy of the Funeral Scene: Emotional and
Cinematic Elements

Visual Composition and Direction

The funeral scene in *Imitation of Life* is meticulously crafted through Douglas Sirk’s signature
style, employing saturated colors, carefully framed shots, and close-ups that capture raw emotional
expression. The use of lighting contrasts—shadows mingling with bright daylight—symbolizes the
clash between hope and despair. The camera work shifts dynamically, zooming in on faces that
reveal inner turmoil, making the audience intimately feel the characters’ grief.

Performance and Character Dynamics

The actors’ performances during the funeral scene are critical to its success. Susan Kohner’s
portrayal of Sarah Jane is a tour de force, illustrating the pain of rejection and identity conflict. The
scene captures her breakdown upon learning of her mother’s death, showcasing the intersection of



personal loss and racial alienation. Meanwhile, Juanita Moore, playing Annie, conveys the stoic
strength and heartbreak of a mother who has endured both social prejudice and personal sacrifice.

Dialogue and Sound Design

The dialogue in this scene is sparse but loaded with meaning, allowing silence and sobs to fill the
emotional space. The sound design complements the visuals with a subdued score that swells to
underscore moments of peak emotion. This restraint in dialogue enhances the authenticity of grief,
making the scene reverberate with a sense of realism despite its melodramatic framework.

Thematic Significance of the Funeral Scene

Exploration of Race and Identity

The funeral scene in *Imitation of Life* operates on multiple thematic levels, but none more
prominent than the exploration of race. Sarah Jane’s rejection of her African American heritage
culminates in this moment of vulnerability, where societal pressures and personal denial collide. The
scene exposes the tragic consequences of racial passing and internalized racism, offering a
commentary that was groundbreaking for its time.

Motherhood and Loss

The scene also foregrounds the complex nature of motherhood. Annie’s grief is not only for her
daughter’s death but also for the emotional distance that developed between them. The funeral
serves as a painful reconciliation of love and misunderstanding, emphasizing the sacrifices and
emotional labor of motherhood under difficult social constraints.

Social Commentary and Melodramatic Impact

Beyond individual loss, the funeral scene reflects broader social realities, including segregation and
racial tensions in mid-20th century America. Using melodrama as a vehicle, the film brings these
issues to the forefront, making the funeral scene a powerful narrative device that evokes empathy
and critical reflection from viewers.

Comparative Analysis: 1934 vs. 1959 Funeral Scenes

The original 1934 *Imitation of Life* funeral scene is more restrained, reflecting the cinematic
conventions and social attitudes of its era. It focuses more on the white characters’ perspective, with
less emphasis on the African American experience. The 1959 remake, however, offers a more



nuanced and emotionally intense portrayal, particularly through its expanded role for Sarah Jane
and Annie.

This evolution highlights changing cultural landscapes and the increasing willingness of Hollywood
to confront racial issues more directly. The 1959 scene’s vivid emotionality and social critique have
made it a subject of academic interest and cinematic praise, often studied for its melodramatic
power and cultural resonance.

Pros and Cons of the Funeral Scene’s Dramatic Approach

Pros: The scene’s emotional intensity effectively conveys grief and social conflict; it uses
cinematic tools to enhance viewer empathy; it serves as a critical commentary on race and
identity.

Cons: Some critics argue the melodramatic style risks over-sentimentalizing complex issues;
certain character motivations may feel exaggerated; the scene’s theatricality may alienate
viewers seeking subtlety.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Imitation of Life
Funeral Scene

The *imitation of life funeral scene* has left an indelible mark on film history. It is frequently cited in
discussions about race representation in Hollywood and the power of melodrama to address social
issues. The scene’s emotional resonance continues to influence filmmakers and audiences, inspiring
reinterpretations and scholarly analysis.

Moreover, its depiction of racial passing and maternal relationships remains relevant in
contemporary conversations about identity politics and family dynamics. The scene exemplifies how
cinema can serve as both entertainment and a mirror to societal challenges.

In examining the funeral scene, one recognizes not only the artistic craftsmanship involved but also
the courage to confront painful realities in a medium often driven by commercial considerations.
This balance of artistry and social awareness is a testament to the enduring significance of
*Imitation of Life* as a film and cultural artifact.

Imitation Of Life Funeral Scene

  imitation of life funeral scene: Imitation of Life Douglas Sirk, 1991 Douglas Sirk (Claus Detler
Sierck) was born in Hamburg, Germany, in 1900. He made nine films before fleeing Nazi Germany,
eventually coming to America. His best-known films, made during the 1950s--all of them
melodramas--were Magnificent Obsession, All That Heaven Allows, The Tarnished Angels, Written on
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the Wind, and Imitation of Life (made in 1958, released in 1959). This volume includes the complete
continuity script of the film, critical commentary and published reviews, interviews with the director,
and a filmography and bibliography. It also includes an excellent introduction by Lucy Fischer.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Imitation of Life Fannie Hurst, 2004-12-07 A reprint of the
1933 classic novel, the basis for two film versions, with a new introduciton.
  imitation of life funeral scene: CinemaTexas Notes Louis Black, Collins Swords, 2018-02-26
Austin’s thriving film culture, renowned for international events such as SXSW and the Austin Film
Festival, extends back to the early 1970s when students in the Department of Radio-Television-Film
at the University of Texas at Austin ran a film programming unit that screened movies for students
and the public. Dubbed CinemaTexas, the program offered viewers a wide variety of films—old and
new, mainstream, classic, and cult—at a time when finding and watching films after their first run
was very difficult and prohibitively expensive. For each film, RTF graduate students wrote program
notes that included production details, a sampling of critical reactions, and an original essay that
placed the film and its director within context and explained the movie’s historical significance. Over
time, CinemaTexas Program Notes became more ambitious and were distributed around the world,
including to luminaries such as film critic Pauline Kael. This anthology gathers a sampling of
CinemaTexas Program Notes, organized into four sections: “USA Film History,” “Hollywood
Auteurs,” “Cinema-Fist: Renegade Talents,” and “America’s Shadow Cinema.” Many of the note
writers have become prominent film studies scholars, as well as leading figures in the film, TV,
music, and video game industries. As a collection, CinemaTexas Notes strongly contradicts the
notion of an effortlessly formed American film canon, showing instead how local film
cultures—whether in Austin, New York, or Europe—have forwarded the development of film studies
as a discipline.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Attachment Film, Emotion, and Cognition Mette Kramer,
2024-12-12 Attachment Film, Emotion, and Cognition is a bold intervention that seeks to center the
bodily and affective dimensions of film traditionally regarded as “feminine”. The author uses
attachment theory in an interdisciplinary framework with an emphasis on biology and a
species-based understanding of pro-social behavior to approach films about attachment motivations.
By blending affective and cognitive neuroscience research with tendencies deeply embedded in the
humanities, this book makes a major contribution to the field of cognitive film theory. The focus on
attachment theory also makes a meta-generic address via its focus on romance and melodrama that
makes it useful for other narratives that overlap affective and generic boundaries. The book presents
a model of attachment-film experiences with its inbuilt shifts in affective and cognitive regulative
processes and makes an ambitious case for how engagement with attachment film viewing can be
understood from both a universal and an individual perspective.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Born to Be Hurt Sam Staggs, 2024-06-04 In a passionate and
witty behind-the-scenes expose, the author of All About All About Eve takes on the classic 1959
Douglas Sirk film starring Lana Turner Few films inspire the devotion of Imitation of Life, one of the
most popular films of the '50s--a split personality drama that's both an irresistible women's picture
and a dark commentary on ambition, motherhood, racial identity, and hope lost and found. Born to
be Hurt is the first in-depth account of director Sirk's masterpiece. Lana Turner, on the brink of
personal and professional ruin starred as Lora Meredith. African-American actress Juanita Moore
played her servant and dearest friend, and Sandra Dee and Susan Kohner their respective
daughters, caught up in the heartbreak of the black-passing-for-white daughter in the 1950s. Both
Moore and Kohner were Oscar-nominated as Best Supporting Actress. Sam Staggs combines vast
research, extensive interviews with surviving cast members, and superb storytelling into a
masterpiece of film writing. Entertaining, saucy, and incisive, this is irresistible reading for every
film fan.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Passed On Karla FC Holloway, 2003-09-03 A personal and
historical account of the particular place of death and funerals in African American life.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Pop Stars on Film Kirsty Fairclough, Jason Wood, 2023-02-23



Pop stars have provided audiences with performative moments that have become ingrained in
popular consciousness. They are a lens through which deeper understandings about race, gender,
politics, history and the artistic process can be understood. When combined with the most affective
of mediums – cinema, the combination can be both thrilling and alarming. From the relatively early
days of cinema, figures from the world of popular music have made forays into acting and
contributed cameo appearances. From Little Richard and Kylie Minogue to Nick Cave and Tom
Waits, Pop Stars On Film: Popular Culture in a Global Market offers a collection of essays on some of
the most influential international performances from a diverse range of cultural icons. The book
considers industry shifts, access and diversity, but also the notion of cultural appropriation,
audience appeal, marketing and demographics. Perhaps most importantly, the publication will look
at what happens when cultures collide and coalesce.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Stealing the Show Miriam J. Petty, 2016-03-08 Stealing the
Show is a study of African American actors in Hollywood during the 1930s, a decade that saw the
consolidation of stardom as a potent cultural and industrial force. Petty focuses on five performers
whose Hollywood film careers flourished during this period—Louise Beavers, Fredi Washington,
Lincoln “Stepin Fetchit” Perry, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, and Hattie McDaniel—to reveal the
“problematic stardom” and the enduring, interdependent patterns of performance and spectatorship
for performers and audiences of color. She maps how these actors—though regularly cast in
stereotyped and marginalized roles—employed various strategies of cinematic and extracinematic
performance to negotiate their complex positions in Hollywood and to ultimately “steal the show.”
Drawing on a variety of source materials, Petty explores these stars’ reception among Black
audiences and theorizes African American viewership in the early twentieth century. Her book is an
important and welcome contribution to the literature on the movies.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Life 24x a Second Elsie M. Walker, 2024 Life 24x a Second
highlights the life-sustaining and life-affirming power of cinema. Author Elsie Walker pays particular
attention to pedagogical practice and students' reflections on what the study of cinema has given to
their lives. This book provides multiple perspectives on cinema that matters for the deepest personal
and social reasons-from films that represent psychological healing in the face of individual losses to
films that represent humanitarian hope in the face of global crises. Ultimately, Walker shows how
cinema that moves us emotionally can move us toward a better world. Life 24x a Second makes the
case for cinema as a life force in uplifting and widely relatable ways. Walker zeroes in on films that
offer hope in relation to the Black Lives Matter movement (Imitation of Life, 1959, and
BlacKkKlansman, 2018); contemporary feminism (Nobody Knows, 2004); rite-of-passage experiences
of mortality and mourning (Ikiru, 1952, and A Star Is Born, 2018), and first-love grief (Call Me by
Your Name, 2017, and Portrait of a Lady on Fire, 2019). Life 24x a Second invites readers to reflect
on their own unique film-to-person encounters along with connecting them to others who love
cinematic lessons for living well.
  imitation of life funeral scene: American Domesticity Kathleen Anne McHugh, 1999 This
work considers American representations of domesticity and domestic labour over the last two
centuries in historical, popular and feminist texts. The author asserts that the political power and
effectivity of the idea of normative domestic femininity cannot be overestimated.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Analysing Media Texts (Volume 4) Gillespie, Marie, Toynbee,
Jason, 2006-05-01 Provides an introduction to analysing media texts. This book with its award
winning DVD, helps students learn how to do semiotic, genre and narrative analysis, content and
discourse analysis, and engage with debates about the politics of representation.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Lexicon of Global Melodrama Heike Paul, Sarah Marak,
Katharina Gerund, Marius Henderson, 2022-05-02 This new go-to reference book for global
melodrama assembles contributions by experts from a wide range of disciplines, including cultural
studies, film and media studies, gender and queer studies, political science, and postcolonial studies.
The melodramas covered in this volume range from early 20th century silent movies to
contemporary films, from independent ›arthouse‹ productions to Hollywood blockbusters. The



comprehensive overview of global melodramatic film in the Lexicon constitutes a valuable resource
for scholars and practitioners of film, teachers, film critics, and anyone who is interested in the past
and present of melodramatic film on a global scale. The Lexicon of Global Melodrama includes
essays on All That Heaven Allows, Bombay, Casablanca, Die Büchse der Pandora, In the Mood for
Love, Nosotros los Pobres, Terra Sonâmbula, and Tokyo Story.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Hollywood and the Movies of the Fifties Foster Hirsch,
2023-10-10 A fascinating look at Hollywood’s most turbulent decade and the demise of the studio
system—set against the boom of the post–World War II years, the Cold War, and the atomic
age—and the movies that reflected the seismic shifts “The definitive book on 1950s Hollywood.”
—Booklist “Lavish. . . insightful, rich, expansive, penetrating.” —Kirkus Hollywood in the 1950s was
a period when the film industry both set conventions and broke norms and traditions—from
Cinerama, CinemaScope, and VistaVision to the epic film and lavish musical. It was a decade that
saw the rise of the anti-hero; the smoldering, the hidden, and the unspoken; teenagers gone wild in
the streets; the sacred and the profane; the revolution of the Method; the socially conscious; the
implosion of the studios; the end of the production code; and the invasion of the ultimate body
snatcher: the “small screen” television. Here is Eisenhower’s America—seemingly complacent,
conformity-ridden revealed in Vincente Minnelli’s Father of the Bride, Walt Disney’s Cinderella, and
Brigadoon, among others. And here is its darkening, resonant landscape, beset by conflict,
discontent, and anxiety (The Man Who Knew Too Much, The Asphalt Jungle, A Place in the Sun,
Touch of Evil, It Came From Outer Space) . . . an America on the verge of cultural, political and
sexual revolt, busting up and breaking out (East of Eden, From Here to Eternity, On the Waterfront,
Sweet Smell of Success, The Wild One, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Jailhouse Rock). An
important, riveting look at our nation at its peak as a world power and at the political, cultural,
sexual upheavals it endured, reflected and explored in the quintessential American art form.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Femmes Fatales Mary Ann Doane, 2013-06-17 In this work of
feminist film criticism, Mary Ann Doane examines questions of sexual difference and knowledge in
cinematic, theoretical, and psychoanalytic discourses. Femmes Fatales examines Freud, the female
spectator, the meaning of the close-up, and the nature of stardom. Doane's analyses of such figures
as Pabst's Lulu and Rita Hayworth's Gilda trace the thematics and mechanics of maskes,
masquerade, and veiling, with specific attention to the form and technology of the cinema. Working
through and against the intellectual frameworks of post-structuralist and psychoanalytic theory,
Doane interrogates cinematic and theoretical claims to truth about women which rely on judgements
about vision and its stability or instability. Reflecting the shift in conceptual priorities within feminist
film theory over the last decade, Femmes Fatales addresses debates over female spectatorhsip,
essentialism and anti-essentialism, the tensions between psychoanalysis and history, and the
relations between racial and sexual difference. Doane's nuanced and original readings of the femme
fatale in cinema illustrate confrontations between feminism, film theory and psychoanalysis. This
book should be of interest to students and lecturers in women's studies, communications studies and
film theory.
  imitation of life funeral scene: The Hidden Foundation David E. James, Rick Berg, 1996
Ranging from the earliest days of the cinema to the present, The Hidden Foundation reestablishes
class as a fundamental aspect of film history. Featuring prominent film scholars and historians, this
volume is unique in its international scope, diversity of perspectives and methodologies, and the
sweep of its analysis. The Hidden Foundation begins with a review of the history of class in social
and political thought, going on to chronicle its disappearance from film and cultural studies.
Subsequent essays consider topics ranging from American and Soviet silent film through Chinese
and American film in the fifties, to the restructuring of the working class that was a feature of films
of the 1980s in both the United States and Great Britain.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Black Writers Interpret the Harlem Renaissance Cary D.
Wintz, 2020-11-25 First Published in 1996. One of the most interesting features of the Harlem
Renaissance was the degree to which black writers and poets were involved in promoting and



analyzing their own literary movement. One of its formative events was the 1926 attempt by Wallace
Thurman, Langston Hughes and other young writers to publish a literary magazine, FIRE!! This was
the first of several efforts by black writers to establish literary journals. While these efforts failed,
the magazine Opportunity employed a series of black poets as columnists to analyze and review
black literary efforts. This volume collects the writings of this important literary journal as well as
including many autobiographical and historical sketches.
  imitation of life funeral scene: The Routledge Companion to Global Popular Culture Toby
Miller, 2014-12-05 Research on popular culture is a dynamic, fast-growing domain. In scholarly
terms, it cuts across many areas, including communication studies, sociology, history, American
studies, anthropology, literature, journalism, folklore, economics, and media and cultural studies.
The Routledge Companion to Global Popular Culture provides an authoritative, up-to-date,
intellectually broad, internationally-aware, and conceptually agile guide to the most important
aspects of popular culture scholarship. Specifically, this Companion includes: interdisciplinary
models and approaches for analyzing popular culture; wide-ranging case studies; discussions of
economic and policy underpinnings; analysis of textual manifestations of popular culture;
examinations of political, social, and cultural dynamics; and discussions of emerging issues such as
ecological sustainability and labor. Featuring scholarly voices from across six continents, The
Routledge Companion to Global Popular Culture presents a nuanced and wide-ranging survey of
popular culture research.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Reproducing Race Rainier Spencer, 2011 Is postraciality just
around the corner? How realistic are the often-heard pronouncements that mixed-race identity is
leading the United States to its postracial future? In his provocative analysis, Rainier Spencer
illuminates the assumptions that multiracial ideology in fact shares with concepts of both white
supremacy and antiblackness. Spencer links the mulatto past with the mulatto present in order to
plumb the contours of the nation¿s mulatto future. He argues cogently, and forcefully, that the
deconstruction of race promised by the American Multiracial Identity Movement will remain an
illusion of wishful thinking unless we truly address the racist baggage that serves tenaciously to
conserve the present racial order.
  imitation of life funeral scene: The 'I' of the Camera William Rothman, 2004 Originally
published in 1988, The I of the Camera has become a classic in the literature of film. Offering
alternatives to the viewing and criticism of film, William Rothman challenges readers to think about
film in adventurous ways that are more open to movies and our experience of them. In a series of
eloquent essays examining particular films, filmmakers, genres and movements, and the
Americanness of American film, Rothman argues compellingly that movies have inherited the
philosophical perspective of American transcendentalism. This second edition contains all of the
essays that made the book a benchmark of film criticism. It also includes fourteen essays, written
subsequent to the book s original publication, as well as a new foreword. The new chapters further
broaden the scope of the volume, fleshing out its vision of film history and illuminating the author s
critical method and the philosophical perspective that informs it.
  imitation of life funeral scene: Opportunity , 1934
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IMITATION Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of IMITATION is an act or
instance of imitating. How to use imitation in a sentence
IMITATION | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary IMITATION definition: 1. made to look
like something else: 2. an occasion when someone or something imitates another. Learn more
Imitation - Wikipedia Imitation (from Latin imitatio, "a copying, imitation" [1]) is a behavior
whereby an individual observes and replicates another's behavior. Imitation is also a form of
learning that leads to the
imitation noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of imitation noun in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
Imitation - definition of imitation by The Free Dictionary Define imitation. imitation synonyms,
imitation pronunciation, imitation translation, English dictionary definition of imitation. n. 1. The act
or an instance of imitating: gave us his imitation of
IMITATION definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If someone does an imitation
of another person, they copy the way they speak or behave, sometimes in order to be funny
Imitation Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary IMITATION meaning: 1 : the act of
copying or imitating someone or something; 2 : something that is made or produced as a copy
imitation, n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English imitation, n. meanings,
etymology, pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary
Imitation - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Imitation means copying the words, facial
expressions, or actions of another person. Sometimes imitation is flattering, but often it's just
annoying — like when your little brother does it to drive
IMITATION Synonyms: 93 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Synonyms for
IMITATION: reproduction, copy, replica, version, clone, duplicate, replication, mock; Antonyms of
IMITATION: prototype, original, archetype, real, natural, genuine, true, authentic
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