
how to groom a shih tzu at home
How to Groom a Shih Tzu at Home: A Complete Guide for Pet Owners

how to groom a shih tzu at home is a question many new and seasoned dog owners ask
because this charming breed requires regular care to keep its coat healthy and looking
beautiful. Shih Tzus are known for their luxurious, flowing hair that can easily become
tangled or matted without proper attention. Fortunately, grooming your Shih Tzu at home is
a manageable task once you understand the right techniques, tools, and routine. This guide
will walk you through everything you need to know about maintaining your furry friend’s
coat, nails, ears, and overall hygiene in the comfort of your home.

Understanding the Shih Tzu’s Coat and Grooming
Needs

Before diving into the practical steps of grooming a Shih Tzu, it’s helpful to understand
what makes their coat unique. Shih Tzus have a double coat consisting of a soft undercoat
and a longer, silkier topcoat. This combination requires regular brushing to prevent mats,
which can be painful and lead to skin problems.

Unlike many short-haired breeds, Shih Tzus don’t shed as much, but their hair continuously
grows, which means trimming is essential to keep their coat manageable. Grooming also
provides an opportunity to check for any skin issues, parasites, or abnormalities that you
might not notice otherwise.

Essential Grooming Tools for Your Shih Tzu

Having the right tools on hand makes grooming your Shih Tzu at home much easier and
safer. Here’s a quick list of essentials:

Slicker brush: Perfect for detangling and removing loose hair.

Comb: A metal comb helps catch smaller tangles and smooth the coat.

Dog grooming scissors: Rounded-tip scissors are safer for trimming fur around
sensitive areas.

Electric clippers: Useful if you prefer to give your dog a shorter haircut or “puppy
cut.”

Dog shampoo and conditioner: Choose gentle, hypoallergenic products formulated
for dogs.

Nail clippers or grinder: To keep nails trimmed and prevent discomfort or injury.



Ear cleaning solution and cotton balls: For routine ear maintenance.

Having these tools ready will make your grooming sessions smoother and more comfortable
for your Shih Tzu.

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Groom a Shih Tzu
at Home

1. Brushing Your Shih Tzu’s Coat

Regular brushing is the foundation of how to groom a Shih Tzu at home effectively. Ideally,
you should brush your dog daily or at least several times a week. Begin by using the slicker
brush to gently work through any mats or tangles. Be patient and use slow, gentle strokes
to avoid hurting your dog.

Once the main tangles are removed, switch to the metal comb to go through the coat more
thoroughly, especially behind the ears, under the legs, and around the collar area—these
spots are prone to matting. Brushing not only helps prevent tangles but also stimulates
natural oils in the skin, promoting a shiny and healthy coat.

2. Bathing Your Shih Tzu

Bathing your Shih Tzu every 3 to 4 weeks is generally sufficient unless your dog gets
particularly dirty. Always use lukewarm water and a dog-specific shampoo to avoid irritating
their sensitive skin. Wet your dog thoroughly, apply shampoo, and massage it into the coat,
paying special attention to areas that tend to get oily or dirty.

After rinsing, apply a conditioner if your dog’s coat tends to be dry or tangled. This step
helps soften the hair and makes brushing easier post-bath. Make sure to rinse thoroughly to
prevent any residue, which can cause itching or irritation.

Dry your Shih Tzu with a towel first, then use a blow dryer on a low, cool setting while
brushing the coat gently. Keeping the coat dry prevents fungal infections and keeps your
dog comfortable.

3. Trimming and Haircuts

When learning how to groom a Shih Tzu at home, mastering basic trimming is important.
Many owners opt for a “puppy cut,” which is a shorter, more manageable style that takes
less daily maintenance. Use electric clippers with a guard to trim the body hair evenly, but
be cautious around sensitive areas.



For the face, feet, and sanitary areas, scissors with rounded tips offer more precision and
safety. Trim hair around the eyes carefully to prevent irritation and remove excess hair
from the paws to avoid dirt buildup. If you’re nervous about trimming, start slowly and only
trim small amounts until you feel more confident.

4. Nail Care

Nail trimming is a crucial, often overlooked part of grooming a Shih Tzu at home. Long nails
can cause discomfort and affect your dog’s walking posture. Use nail clippers designed for
small dogs or a nail grinder for a smoother finish.

To trim nails safely, hold your dog’s paw firmly and clip small sections at a time. Avoid
cutting into the quick, the pink part inside the nail that contains blood vessels and nerves. If
you accidentally cut the quick, apply styptic powder or cornstarch to stop the bleeding.

5. Ear Cleaning

Regular ear cleaning helps prevent infections, especially since Shih Tzus have floppy ears
that can trap moisture and debris. Use a vet-recommended ear cleaner and cotton balls to
wipe the inside of the ears gently. Avoid using cotton swabs inside the ear canal, as they
can cause damage.

Look out for signs of infection such as redness, foul odor, or excessive scratching, and
consult your vet if you notice any abnormalities.

6. Dental Hygiene

Although not directly part of the coat grooming, dental care is essential for your Shih Tzu’s
overall health. Brushing your dog’s teeth with a pet-friendly toothpaste several times a
week helps prevent plaque buildup and gum disease.

Tips for Making Grooming a Positive Experience

Many Shih Tzus can be sensitive or nervous during grooming sessions, so creating a calm
and enjoyable environment is key. Here are some tips to keep grooming stress-free:

Start young: Introduce grooming routines early to help your dog get accustomed to
the process.

Use treats and praise: Reward your Shih Tzu during and after grooming to build
positive associations.



Take breaks: If your dog becomes restless or anxious, pause and resume when
they’re calmer.

Be gentle: Handle your dog softly and avoid pulling on tangles or hair.

Choose a quiet space: Groom in a low-distraction environment to keep your pet
focused and relaxed.

Recognizing When to Visit a Professional
Groomer

While learning how to groom a Shih Tzu at home can cover most of the routine care, there
are times when professional grooming might be necessary. If your dog has severe matting,
skin issues, or requires a complex haircut style, a professional groomer has the expertise
and equipment to handle these challenges safely.

Scheduling regular professional grooming every few months can complement your at-home
efforts and ensure your Shih Tzu remains comfortable and looking their best.

---

Grooming your Shih Tzu at home is not just about keeping them looking adorable; it’s also
an important part of maintaining their health and well-being. With patience, the right tools,
and a consistent routine, you can easily manage your Shih Tzu’s grooming needs while
strengthening your bond. Whether you’re brushing out a silky coat, trimming nails, or
keeping those adorable eyes clean, your efforts will help your Shih Tzu stay happy, healthy,
and picture-perfect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential grooming tools needed to groom
a Shih Tzu at home?
To groom a Shih Tzu at home, you will need a slicker brush, comb, grooming scissors, nail
clippers, dog shampoo, conditioner, and a blow dryer. These tools help keep the coat clean,
tangle-free, and well-maintained.

How often should I groom my Shih Tzu at home?
Shih Tzus should ideally be groomed every 4 to 6 weeks. Regular brushing should be done
daily or at least several times a week to prevent mats and tangles, while full grooming
sessions can be spaced out.



What is the best way to bathe a Shih Tzu at home?
Use lukewarm water and a gentle, dog-specific shampoo. Wet your Shih Tzu thoroughly,
massage the shampoo into the coat, rinse well, and follow with a conditioner to keep the
coat soft. Dry the dog completely with a towel and blow dryer on a low setting.

How do I safely trim my Shih Tzu's hair around the
eyes?
Use blunt-tipped grooming scissors and carefully trim the hair around the eyes to prevent
irritation and improve visibility. Hold the hair away from the eyes gently and trim small
amounts at a time to avoid accidents.

What is the best technique to brush a Shih Tzu's coat?
Start by using a slicker brush to remove tangles and mats gently, then use a comb to go
through the coat. Brush in the direction of hair growth, being careful not to pull too hard to
avoid hurting your dog.

How can I trim my Shih Tzu’s nails at home without
causing pain?
Use a dog nail clipper and trim small amounts of the nail at a time, avoiding the quick (the
pink area inside the nail that contains blood vessels). If unsure, trim just the tips or use a
nail grinder to smooth edges.

How do I prevent matting in my Shih Tzu’s coat
between grooming sessions?
Regular brushing, ideally daily, helps prevent mats. Keeping the coat clean and conditioned
also reduces tangling. Additionally, keeping the hair trimmed shorter during warmer
months can help.

Can I groom my Shih Tzu at home if they are scared of
grooming?
Yes, but take it slow. Use positive reinforcement such as treats and praise. Start with short
grooming sessions, gradually increasing the time as your dog becomes more comfortable.
Consider using calming sprays or consulting a professional if needed.

What is the recommended haircut style for a Shih Tzu
groomed at home?
The 'puppy cut' is popular and easy to maintain at home. It involves trimming the coat to a
uniform length of about 1 to 2 inches, which reduces matting and makes grooming simpler.



How do I clean my Shih Tzu’s ears during grooming?
Use a dog-safe ear cleaning solution and a cotton ball or soft cloth to gently clean the outer
ear. Avoid inserting anything deep into the ear canal. Regular ear cleaning helps prevent
infections.

Additional Resources
How to Groom a Shih Tzu at Home: A Detailed Guide for Pet Owners

how to groom a shih tzu at home is a question many Shih Tzu owners find themselves
asking, especially given this breed’s distinctive coat and grooming needs. Known for their
long, luxurious double coats and charming personalities, Shih Tzus require regular
maintenance to keep them healthy, comfortable, and looking their best. While professional
grooming is an option, many pet owners prefer the convenience and cost savings of
grooming their Shih Tzu at home. This article provides a comprehensive, step-by-step
approach to home grooming your Shih Tzu, highlighting important considerations, tools,
and techniques to ensure an effective and stress-free experience.

Understanding the Unique Grooming Needs of a
Shih Tzu

Before diving into the practical steps of how to groom a Shih Tzu at home, it’s crucial to
understand the breed’s coat characteristics and grooming demands. Shih Tzus have a
dense double coat consisting of a soft undercoat and a longer topcoat, which can grow
quite long and is prone to tangling and matting. Regular grooming prevents painful mats
and skin irritations while also promoting healthy skin and fur.

Unlike breeds with short coats, Shih Tzus require more frequent brushing — ideally daily or
at least several times a week. Their hair is also prone to collecting debris and moisture,
which can lead to infections if not properly managed. Additionally, their facial hair around
the eyes and mouth needs special attention to prevent tear stains and bacterial build-up.

Essential Grooming Tools for Home Use

To groom a Shih Tzu effectively at home, assembling the right toolkit is fundamental. Using
inadequate or improper tools can lead to discomfort for your dog or ineffective grooming
results. Here are the essential tools every Shih Tzu owner should have:

Slicker Brush: Ideal for detangling and removing loose hair from the undercoat
without damaging the topcoat.

Comb: A fine-toothed metal comb helps detect mats and smooth out the coat after
brushing.



Grooming Scissors: Rounded-tip scissors are necessary for safely trimming sensitive
areas such as around the eyes, ears, and paws.

Electric Clippers: For those who prefer a shorter, more manageable coat, clippers
with adjustable blades are useful for body trims.

Dog Shampoo and Conditioner: Using gentle, hypoallergenic products formulated
for dogs helps maintain coat health and prevent skin irritation.

Nail Clippers or Grinder: Maintaining nail length is important for your Shih Tzu’s
comfort and joint health.

Ear Cleaning Solution: Regular ear cleaning prevents infections common in floppy-
eared breeds like the Shih Tzu.

Step-by-Step Guide to Grooming Your Shih Tzu at
Home

The grooming process for a Shih Tzu can be broken down into manageable steps.
Consistency and patience are key, especially if your dog is new to grooming sessions.

1. Brushing and Detangling

Begin with gently brushing your Shih Tzu’s coat to remove tangles and loose hair. Using a
slicker brush, start from the head and work down to the tail, brushing in the direction of hair
growth. Pay extra attention to areas prone to matting such as behind the ears, under the
legs, and around the neck. Follow up with a fine-toothed comb to locate any hidden mats
and knots.

If you encounter mats, use your fingers to gently loosen them or carefully cut them out if
they are too tight. Avoid pulling on the hair, as this can cause pain and distress.

2. Bathing

Bathing your Shih Tzu should be done every three to four weeks, or more frequently if your
dog gets particularly dirty. Use lukewarm water and a dog-specific shampoo to protect the
natural oils of their coat. Apply shampoo thoroughly and gently massage it into the fur and
skin.

After rinsing, apply a conditioner formulated for dogs to maintain softness and reduce
tangling. Proper rinsing is essential to avoid leaving any residue that can cause itching or
irritation. Dry your Shih Tzu with a towel first, then use a blow dryer on a low, cool setting
to avoid overheating or burning the skin.



3. Trimming and Haircuts

Depending on your preference and lifestyle, you may choose to keep your Shih Tzu’s coat
long or opt for a shorter “puppy cut” which is easier to maintain. When trimming at home,
use grooming scissors or clippers carefully, focusing on sensitive areas such as the face,
paws, and sanitary zones.

For a full haircut, it’s recommended to use clippers with adjustable blades to ensure an
even cut. Always go slowly and keep your dog calm. If you are unsure or uncomfortable
with using clippers, it might be safer to leave this step to a professional groomer.

4. Nail Care

Regular nail trimming is essential to prevent overgrowth, which can affect your dog’s gait
and cause discomfort. Use nail clippers designed for small dogs and trim only the tip of
each nail, avoiding the quick (the pink area inside the nail that contains nerves and blood
vessels).

If you are nervous about cutting the quick, a nail grinder can be a gentler alternative to file
down nails gradually. Check nails every two to three weeks and maintain a routine.

5. Ear and Eye Cleaning

Shih Tzus are prone to ear infections due to their floppy ears, which trap moisture. Cleaning
ears weekly with a vet-approved ear cleaning solution helps prevent buildup of wax and
debris. Use a cotton ball or soft cloth — avoid inserting anything deep into the ear canal.

For eye care, wipe around the eyes daily with a damp cloth or specialized pet eye wipes to
reduce tear stains and keep the area clean. This is particularly important for Shih Tzus
given their prominent, expressive eyes.

Benefits and Challenges of Grooming a Shih Tzu
at Home

Choosing to groom your Shih Tzu at home has distinct advantages. It strengthens the bond
between owner and pet, reduces grooming costs, and allows for more frequent
maintenance, which is beneficial for a breed with demanding coat care. However, it
requires a time commitment, patience, and a willingness to learn proper techniques to
avoid injury or discomfort.

One challenge is managing the Shih Tzu’s sensitive skin and coat without professional-
grade equipment or experience. Mistakes like cutting too close or missing mats can cause
irritation or lead to infection. Additionally, some dogs may be anxious or uncooperative
during grooming, requiring gentle handling and sometimes breaks during the session.



Investing in quality grooming tools and educating yourself through tutorials or professional
guidance can mitigate most of these challenges. Over time, many owners find home
grooming to be a rewarding and cost-effective approach to caring for their Shih Tzu.

Maintaining a Regular Grooming Schedule

Consistency is crucial when it comes to grooming a Shih Tzu at home. Establishing a routine
not only keeps your dog looking their best but also allows you to monitor their overall
health closely. Weekly brushing, monthly bathing, and regular trimming and cleaning will
help prevent common issues such as matting, skin infections, and overgrown nails.

Scheduling grooming sessions as a calm, enjoyable bonding time can also reduce anxiety
for your pet. Incorporating treats and positive reinforcement encourages cooperation,
making the experience smoother for both owner and dog.

The process of how to groom a Shih Tzu at home is not just about aesthetics; it plays a
significant role in your dog’s well-being. Well-maintained coats and clean ears reduce the
risk of infections, while proper nail care supports mobility. With the right knowledge and
tools, home grooming can be a manageable task that enhances your Shih Tzu’s quality of
life.

How To Groom A Shih Tzu At Home

  how to groom a shih tzu at home: How to Groom A Shih Tzu Perfectly Tammy Sprinkle,
2007 Instructional guide for beginners. Includes step by step instructions with photos on how to
groom your Shih Tzu at home. Includes haircut instructions. Includes information on recommended
equipment, styling and brushing, appropriate shampoos and conditioners, flea control, nail
maintenance, ear and eye cleaning procedures. Addresses grooming challenges and offers solutions.
Instructions are designed for pet-quality grooming. Written instructions are also appropriate for
grooming a Lhasa Apso. Show-grooming instruction is not included. Interior of book is black and
white.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzu For Dummies Eve Adamson, 2011-02-25 To
know a Shih Tzu is to love a Shih Tzu . . . they’re irresistible, coy, flirtatious, and passionately
devoted companions. They love the good life, and though they can be shrewd (or selectively deaf, or
consciously naïve), the Shih Tzu is so endearing that even “big dog” lovers find themselves swooning
over this adorable breed. But is the Chinese Charmer the right match for you? Shih Tzu for Dummies
answers all of your questions, like: What is a Shih Tzu really like? Can I get a Shih Tzu if I have
children or other pets? How difficult is grooming? Can I do it myself or should I get a professional?
How do I find a good breeder? What about a good vet? What should my Shih Tzu eat? Do small dogs
really need that much training? How can I teach my Shih Tzu some basic commands? The Shih Tzu
is built for one job and one job alone: to be your close personal friend for life. A dog bred for
companionship must be allowed to do its job, and its job is to be with you. So, if you have the time
(for grooming), dedication (for training), and room (on your lap and in your heart), the Shih Tzu is a
small dog with a lot of love just waiting for a new best friend.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: How to Start a Home-based Pet Grooming Business Kathy
Salzberg, Melissa Salzberg, 2011-06 This comprehensive guide contains all the necessary tools and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/how-to-groom-a-shih-tzu-at-home.pdf


strategies you need to successfully launch and grow your own home-based pet grooming business.
You'll get practical, real-world advice on every aspect of setting up and maintaining a thriving
business.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: The Complete Guide to Shih Tzu Jon Han, 2014-01-04
Get The Definitive Shih Tzu Ownership Guide. Whether you own a Shih Tzu, or are considering it,
existing owners agree that this is the must have owner's manual. Shih Tzus’ are extremely
rewarding companions that develop loyal bonds with their owners. The breed dates back years, and
to this day they are most well-known for their unwavering protective nature and ability to serve as
loyal companions. This comprehensive owners guide provides you with the most critical information,
resources, and training strategies needed to successfully raise and care for your Shih Tzu. From
choosing the right Shih Tzu puppy, to caring for your Shih Tzu, the information within this guide will
serve as your go to resource for years to come. Highlights from the The Complete Guide to Shih
Tzus: · The Right and Wrong Reasons for Buying a Shih Tzu · Breed Overview and Ownership
Expectations · How the Shih Tzu Adoption Process Really Works · All About Shih Tzu Puppies ·
Preparing Your Home for a Shih Tzu · How to Keep Your Dog Healthy, Safe, and Happy · Common
Health Problems · Caring for Shih Tzu Health Issues · Exercise & Activity Expectations · Showing
Your Shih Tzu · Training for Guard Dogs, Therapy Dogs, Working Dogs, & More · The Aging Process
and Life Expectations · Hundreds of Tips and Answers to Frequently Asked Questions As with all dog
breeds, there are many advantages and disadvantages to owning a Shih Tzu. From the day you bring
home your new puppy, or adopt, you will be bombarded with questions and concerns. It is critical
that you have all of the required proper care information available, at any time, so that you do not
make any costly errors or put your new best friend into danger. The importance of proper training
and care, from the start, cannot be understated. The worst problems in Shih Tzu ownership almost
always start early. Be pro-active, learn everything there is to know about Shih Tzu ownership, and
get started on the right track. From the puppy days to the later years, new and sometimes difficult
decisions are required from Shih Tzu owners. This manual will help you make the correct decision,
based on medical and training best practices, so that you never go to sleep worried about your pet's
health or mood. Always make care decisions based on your particular dog and be sure to know all of
the facts. Ultimately, this guide will prepare you for the vast array of purchasing, adoption, training,
healthcare, and expectation-related information that will confront you at one time or another. This
complete manual includes photographs, and nearly a dozen chapters full of useful information for
your Shih Tzu. Additionally, the manual includes a very helpful table of contents so that you can
easily and accurately find the important information you are looking for in an instant. The complete
Guide to Shih Tzu is designed to help first-time dog owners and experienced individuals alike, with
ease and clarity. Purchase the The Complete Guide to Shih Tzus today and save yourself from costly
mistakes that could create financial disasters, poor long-term behaviour, and increased stress in
both you and your dog's living environment. A well-prepared Shih Tzu owner makes for a happy, and
healthy dog. With our 100% No Quibble, Money Back Guarantee you have nothing to lose, but
everything to gain. A more caring, loving companionship with your chosen, loyal friend. Get The
Complete Guide to Shih Tzus’ now Be prepared to care Take care of yourself and… Your Shih Tzu
Jon
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: How to Start a Home-Based Pet Care Business Kathy
Salzberg, 2006-03 From advice on zoning and insurance to pet grooming and health issues, this
guide can help you hit the ground running. Learn how to price competitively, attract clients, and
build your reputation as a professional groomer, dog walker/pet sitter, or obedience trainer.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Paw Prints to Success: A Starter's Quick Guide to House
Call Grooming Lacey Morris, 2020-11-21 So, you’re thinking about starting a grooming business?
Then Paw Prints to Success: A Starter’s Quick Guide to House Call Grooming will help you to get
started with basic, easy to understand information. Lacey Morris weaves funny stories and matter of
fact details to help you get ready for the world of house calling. Lacey began by grooming her own
dogs in 2018, and fell in love with grooming. And just like that, an entrepreneur was born. Not more



than a year later, Varoom Grooming was born and took flight. Lacey was compelled to write this
book to help others due to the lack of resources available in the marketplace to guide her as Varoom
got off of the ground. Lacey is passionate, funny and devoted to the care and grooming of her
customer’s fur-babies. Paw Prints contains foundational information you’ll need to get
started…information you’ll find useful and on which you can build upon as you venture into house
calling.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: A New Owner's Guide to Shih Tzu JoAnn Regelman,
1996 Covers everything from the history of the breed, choice and selection through to grooming,
feeding, training and showing.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Meet the Shih Tzu American Kennel Club, 2011-10-04
The American Kennel Club's Meet the Shih Tzu is the AKC's first official publication on this popular
companion breed, published in conjunction with the American Shih Tzu and I-5 Press. Meet the Shih
Tzu presents accurate, authoritative information on all aspects of purchasing and owning this
elegant Toy breed. All titles in the American Kennel Club's Meet the Breed series are heavily
illustrated with color images of well-bred puppies and beautiful adults, making the books as
attractive as they are reliable. Meet the Shih Tzu contains eleven detailed chapters devoted to the
breed's history, characteristics, and the special requirements for owning this active and fully coated
Toy. A chapter devoted to the purchase and selection of the Shih Tzu puppy gives the reader specific
guidance on how to locate a qualified breeder and to recognize a healthy, sound puppy. Individual
chapters on house-training and basic obedience serve as a crash course in positive-training
techniques, the AKC's only recommended way of training dogs. Chapters on exercise, grooming,
feeding, and healthcare present indispensable information for new dog owners. As an official
publication of the AKC, Meet the Shih Tzu also explains the many vital programs offered by the
country's leading canine organization to all pet dog owners, including the S.T.A.R. Puppy and the
Canine Good Citizen programs, as well as descriptions of various dog sports such as conformation
showing, agility, herding, obedience and more. A detailed resources section offers recommendations
for websites, books, periodicals, and club affiliate programs, all of great interest to responsible new
dog owners.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzus Are the Best! Elaine Landau, 2010-08-01 What's
that dog with the flowing coat; tiny nose; and wide-eyed, friendly expression? It's the shih tzu! Shih
tzus are outgoing dogs with great looks and trusting personalities. Their owners think they are the
best dogs ever―and it's easy to see why. If you're a shih tzu fan, you'll want to learn all about this
breed, from its sweet nature and love of people to its history as a pampered pooch in China and
Tibet. You'll also want to find out how to care for the shih tzu. So check out this go-to guide for shih
tzu lovers―and learn all about why shih tzus are the best breed there is!
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: The Shih Tzu Karen Schweitzer, 2009 In this day and age,
children and young adults need every advantage they can get from their education. At Eldorado Ink,
we strive to establish our company as an exciting resource for nonfiction reference materials for
sixth grade and beyond.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: National Geographic Complete Guide to Pet Health,
Behavior, and Happiness Gary Weitzman, 2019 In National Geographic's comprehensive and
easy-to-use illustrated pet reference, a renowned veterinarian offers expert advice on common
health, behavior, and training for cats, dogs, and other domestic pets. Combining first aid, medical
reference, and tips and tricks of the trade, here is your go-to-guide for at-home animal care, focusing
on dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, and more! Building on more than two decades of veterinary experience,
Dr. Gary Weitzman covers topics including upset stomachs, house training, physical ailments and
behavior tips. The president and CEO of the San Diego Humane Society and former co-host of the
weekly NPR show The Animal House, Dr. Gary brings a wealth of experience to essential veterinary
questions, revealing basic first-aid techniques, when a trip to the vet is necessary, dietary
recommendations, simple training techniques, necessary supplies, essential behavior cues, and
much more.



  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Dog breeds A to Z part 3 Diaa, 2025-05-20 Discover the
rich history and fascinating characteristics of over 60 dog breeds in this comprehensive guide!
Whether you're a seasoned dog owner or considering your first puppy, The Ultimate Guide to Dog
Breeds is the perfect companion to help you choose the best breed for your family. From loyal
German Shepherds to playful Golden Retrievers, each breed comes with its unique personality,
physical traits, and training needs. This book covers everything from breed origins and
temperaments to training tips and health care, helping you provide the best care for your furry
friend. Learn the history of each breed Explore key physical traits and behavioral characteristics
Discover tips for successful training and proper care Understand common health issues specific to
each breed Packed with essential insights and practical advice, this guide is perfect for anyone
looking to understand the diverse world of dogs. Whether you're interested in small companion dogs
like the Chihuahua or larger working breeds like the Siberian Husky, this book offers something for
every dog lover. The breeds covered in this part of the book Papillon Parson Russell Terrier Guide
Pekingese Pembroke Welsh Corgi Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Plott Hound Pointer (SYN: English
Pointer). Polish Lowland Sheepdog Pomeranian Poodle Portuguese Water Dog Pug Puli Pyrenean
Shepherd Redbone Coonhound Rhodesian Ridgeback Rottweiler Saint Bernard Saluki Samoyed
Schipperke Scottish Deerhound Scottish Terrier Sealyham Terrier Shetland Sheepdog Shiba Inu
Shih Tzu Siberian Husky Silky Terrier Skye Terrier. Smooth Fox Terrier Soft Coated Wheaten
Terrier Spinone Italiano Staffordshire Bull Terrier Standard Schnauzer Sussex Spaniel Swedish
Vallhund Tibetan Mastiff Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier Toy Fox Terrier. Vizsla Welsh Springer
Spaniel Welsh Terrier West Highland White Terrier Whippet Wire Fox Terrier Wirehaired Pointing
Griffon Xoloitzcuintli Yorkshire Terrier
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzu Dog Fancy Magazine, 2011-01-18 Celebrating one
of the East's most beautiful and highly prized companion dogs, the Shih Tzu, this Smart Owner's
Guide, created by the editors at Dog Fancy magazine, offers the most up-to-date and accurate
information every dog owner needs to become a well-informed caregiver for his dog. Illustrated with
color photographs of adorable puppies and handsome adults, this easy-to-read primer is designed in
a modern, lively manner that readers will find user-friendly and entertaining. Each Smart Owner's
Guide offers a description of the breed's character and physical conformation, historical overview,
and its attributes as a companion dog. The reader will find informative chapters on everything he or
she needs to know about acquiring, raising, and training this remarkable purebred dog, including:
finding a breeder and selecting a healthy, sound puppy; preparing for the puppy's homecoming,
shopping for supplies, and puppy-proofing the home; house-training; veterinary and home health
maintenance; feeding and nutrition; and grooming. Obedience training for basic cues (sit, stay, heel,
come, etc.) and solving potential problem behaviors (barking, chewing, aggression, jumping up, etc.)
are addressed in separate chapters, as are activities to enjoy with the dog, including showing,
agility, therapy work, and more. Entertaining tidbits and smart advice fill up colorful sidebars in
every chapter, which the editors call It's a Fact, Smart Tip, Notable & Quotable, and Did You Know?
Real-life heroes and rescue stories are retold in full-page features called Pop Pups and True Tails.
Recipes, training, and care tips are highlighted in the Try This feature pages. The Smart Owner's
Guide series is the only series that offers readers an online component in which dog owners can join
a breed-specific online club hosted by dogchannel.com. At Club Shih Tzu, owners of the breed can
find forums, blogs, and profiles to connect with other breed owners, as well as charts and checklists
that can be downloaded. More than just 20,000 pages of solid information, there's a host of fun to be
had at the club in the form of downloadable breed-specific e-cards, screensavers, games, and
quizzes. The Resources section of the book includes contact information for breed-related
organizations and rescues, as well as practical guidance on traveling with dogs, identification, and
locating qualified professionals to assist the dog owner, such as pet sitters, trainers, and boarding
facilities. This information-packed Smart Owner's Guide is fully indexed.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzu Jaime J. Sucher, 2000 This tiny, affectionate dog
craves lots of love and attention, and its long, thick coat requires daily grooming. Shih Tzu owners



will find all the information they need in this volume to keep a happy, healthy dog. Books in the
Complete Pet Owner's Manuals series present basic information about pets for new or soon-to-be
owners. Advice and instruction covers feeding, housing, health care, training, grooming, protection
against hazards, and more. Texts emphasize pet care basics and are easy for all readers to
understand, but most titles in this series also present facts that even experienced pet owners and
breeders will find new and useful. All books in this series are filled with high quality full-color photos
and instructive line drawings.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: How to Groom a Shih Tzu Perfectly Tammy Sprinkle,
2003-12-30
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzu Jo Ann White, 2010-06-04 Your Happy Healthy Pet
The authoritative information and advice you need, illustrated throughout with full-color
photographs--now revised and redesigned to be even more reader-friendly! Once the favorite pet of
the Chinese imperial court, the Shih Tzu today is a perennially popular companion dog--playful,
affectionate, and irresistibly cuddly. This updated guide gives you all the information you need to
understand, select, train, and care for a Shih Tzu, including: * An in-depth look at the Shih Tzu
temperament * The fascinating history of the breed * Tips for selecting a Shih Tzu puppy or adult
dog * Pointers on feeding, grooming, and health * Savvy advice on housebreaking and basic training
* Bonus chapters available on companion Web site
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Dog Wash. Can I Help You? J. L. Campbell, 2018-02-14
Fifty-seven-year-old Denise Jameson, an award-winning groomer who has been plying her trade for
over thirty-five years, is the manager of Dog Wash, a grooming salon inside a Your Pets store. Denise
works long hours, seven days a week, and her only desire is to see her favorite rock group, and
favorite singer, in concert. The salon never has a dull moment with pets of all breeds and sizes, and
the employees who help Denise groom the animals. There’s Christine, a groomer who brings her
talkative and, at times, trouble-making mynah bird, Diego, to work with her every day, and Stacy,
the other groomer with two small children and a third one on the way. Working with the groomers is
Kathy, a young grooming assistant who wants to be a singer. Her constant singing at the salon gets
on the nerves of Bob, another grooming assistant who is hoping to get accepted at a school for
veterinary medicine. Cheryl, a part-time grooming assistant, is content just to work with Denise.
Their lives intersect with Tony Lovic, a homeless US Army veteran, who would do anything to be
employed again. One day, hungry and desperate, Tony asks his patron saint, Francis of Assisi, to
pray for him to find a job. Then Tony enters Denise’s grooming salon, and Diego greets him by
saying, “Dog Wash. Can I help you?” It’s an action that will change more than one life for the better.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Floki’s Army Jason Purcell, 2020-04 If miracles occur,
there must be a reason. Follow the life of this little dog and discover the reason for his survival. His
story exposes the best and the worst of us. Good always overcomes evil. Website is; flokisarmy.com
Facebook page is; Floki's Army, putting an end to Puppy Mills.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Shih Tzus Robert Duffy, 2020-07-22 There are more than 8
million dogs in the U.K. and the Shih Tzu is one of the most popular breeds. A dog is for life and this
book shows you how to give a puppy a good home and how both dog and owner can enjoy the
relationship. The book walks the owner through ‘essential things to know’ including: microchips;
vaccinations; insurance; weight etc. All aspects of care are covered including: the Shih Tzu as a
puppy; the Shih Tzu as a ‘teen-ager’; feeding and exercising and dangerous foods to be avoided.
Health issues that might arise such as Ear mites, Ticks and Fleas are addressed and a chapter on
first aid for your Shih Tzu is invaluable. Much more is covered in the book in everyday language that
makes it easy to use and understand. Shih Tzus – The Essential Guide is a must for every owner, or
potential owner, of this delightful dog.
  how to groom a shih tzu at home: Pet Owner's Guide to the Shih Tzu Dorothy Gurney, 1994
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