history of zeta phi beta

History of Zeta Phi Beta: A Legacy of Sisterhood and Service

history of zeta phi beta is a fascinating journey that highlights the powerful impact of
African American women in the realms of education, community service, and social
activism. Founded during a time of great social challenges, this sorority has grown into a
beacon of empowerment and sisterhood that continues to inspire generations. Let’'s explore
the origins, evolution, and enduring influence of Zeta Phi Beta through its rich and inspiring
history.

The Founding of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority

The history of Zeta Phi Beta begins in the early 20th century, a period marked by the
struggle for civil rights and equality in the United States. On January 16, 1920, five
visionary women at Howard University in Washington, D.C., founded Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated. These founders—Arizona Cleaver Stemons, Myrtle Tyler Faithful, Viola Tyler
Goings, Fannie Pettie Watts, and Pearl Anna Neal—were more than just college students;
they were trailblazers who sought to create a sisterhood built on the principles of
scholarship, service, sisterhood, and finer womanhood.

Unlike many sororities at the time, Zeta Phi Beta was established with a strong emphasis on
community service and social consciousness. The founders wanted to ensure that the
sorority’s mission extended beyond campus life, focusing on uplifting African American
communities and addressing societal challenges. This commitment to service remains a
cornerstone of the organization today.

Why Zeta Phi Beta Stood Out

What distinguished Zeta Phi Beta from other sororities was its unique founding philosophy.
The founders emphasized inclusivity and the importance of academic excellence coupled
with practical action. At a time when African American women faced significant barriers to
higher education and professional opportunities, Zeta Phi Beta provided a supportive
network that encouraged leadership and personal growth.

The sorority’s motto, “A Community-Conscious, Action-Oriented Organization,” captures its
founders’ vision perfectly. This focus on activism and tangible community impact helped

Zeta Phi Beta grow rapidly, attracting members who were passionate about making a
difference.

Expansion and Growth Through the Decades

As the history of Zeta Phi Beta unfolded, the sorority expanded its reach beyond Howard



University. The 1920s and 1930s saw the establishment of chapters at other major
universities, and the organization’s influence began to spread nationwide. This expansion
was fueled not only by the desire to create more opportunities for African American women
but also by the growing need for community programs addressing education, health, and
civil rights.

Notable Milestones in the Sorority’s History

Over the years, Zeta Phi Beta has achieved several significant milestones that highlight its
evolving role in society:

e 1923: Zeta Phi Beta became the first African American sorority to be chartered on a
predominantly white campus (University of lowa).

» 1948: The organization officially incorporated, solidifying its legal and organizational
structure.

e 1965: Zeta Phi Beta launched the Z-HOPE (Zetas Helping Other People Excel)
program, which formalized its community service efforts with a focus on health,
education, and economic development.

¢ 1970s-1980s: The sorority expanded internationally, establishing chapters in the
Caribbean and Africa.

These milestones not only demonstrate the sorority’s resilience but also its adaptability to
changing social landscapes. The history of Zeta Phi Beta is marked by a continuous
commitment to addressing contemporary issues while nurturing a strong sisterhood.

The Impact of Zeta Phi Beta on African American
Communities

One of the most compelling aspects of the history of Zeta Phi Beta is the sorority’s
unwavering dedication to community service. From its inception, the organization has
focused on initiatives that uplift African American communities and promote equality.

Z-HOPE: A Legacy of Service

The Z-HOPE program is perhaps the most well-known example of the sorority’s community
involvement. This initiative encompasses efforts in health awareness, education support,
and economic development. Through Z-HOPE, Zeta Phi Beta members have organized
health fairs, literacy programs, mentorship opportunities, and scholarships aimed at
improving the lives of underserved populations.



By integrating service into its core mission, Zeta Phi Beta has empowered countless
individuals to pursue higher education, maintain better health, and engage in civic
leadership. This service-oriented approach has been a defining feature throughout the
sorority’s history.

Advocacy and Social Justice

Beyond community programs, Zeta Phi Beta has played an active role in the civil rights
movement and ongoing social justice efforts. Members have been involved in voter
registration drives, educational reform campaigns, and initiatives to combat racial
discrimination and gender inequality.

The history of Zeta Phi Beta is intertwined with the broader narrative of African American
progress in the 20th and 21st centuries. Its members have consistently used their voices
and resources to push for systemic change and to uplift marginalized communities.

The Cultural and Educational Contributions of
Zeta Phi Beta

Zeta Phi Beta’s influence extends beyond social activism into cultural and educational
realms. The sorority has been instrumental in promoting academic achievement and
cultural pride among African American women.

Scholarship Programs and Educational Support

Recognizing the importance of education, Zeta Phi Beta has established numerous
scholarship programs designed to help young women access college and graduate school.
The sorority’s emphasis on scholarship, one of its founding pillars, has translated into
tangible support for students pursuing diverse fields of study.

Moreover, Zeta Phi Beta chapters often collaborate with schools and community
organizations to offer tutoring, mentoring, and college prep workshops. These efforts help
bridge educational gaps and foster a culture of academic excellence.

Preserving African American Heritage

Culturally, Zeta Phi Beta has played a role in celebrating and preserving African American
heritage. Through events, partnerships, and public awareness campaigns, the sorority
promotes understanding of black history and contributions to American society.

The annual celebration of Founders’ Day, for example, not only honors the sorority’s
creation but also serves as a platform for cultural expression and reflection on the progress



made by African American women.

Modern-Day Zeta Phi Beta

Today, the history of Zeta Phi Beta is a living story. The sorority continues to evolve, with
thousands of members worldwide committed to the same ideals set forth by the founders
over a century ago. Modern initiatives focus on expanding global outreach, embracing
technology, and addressing contemporary social issues such as mental health, economic
empowerment, and educational equity.

Continuing the Tradition of Sisterhood and Service

Despite changes in society and technology, the essence of Zeta Phi Beta remains steadfast.
Sisterhood, scholarship, service, and finer womanhood still guide the organization’s
activities and goals. Members find strength and inspiration in this legacy, knowing they
belong to a community that values both personal growth and collective responsibility.

For anyone interested in the history of Zeta Phi Beta, understanding this balance between

tradition and innovation offers valuable insights into how organizations can remain relevant
while honoring their roots.

Lessons from the History of Zeta Phi Beta

Exploring the history of Zeta Phi Beta provides several important takeaways for individuals
and organizations alike:

e Purpose-driven leadership: The founders’ clear vision and values gave the sorority
a lasting foundation.

« Community engagement matters: Real change happens when organizations invest
in the people they serve.

 Inclusivity and diversity: Zeta Phi Beta’s early commitment to inclusivity helped it
grow and thrive.

e Adaptability: Evolving to meet new challenges while honoring tradition is key to
longevity.

These lessons echo beyond sororities and can inspire anyone looking to build meaningful
communities or social movements.

The history of Zeta Phi Beta is more than just a timeline; it's a testament to the power of



collective action, sisterhood, and a steadfast commitment to making the world a better
place. As Zeta Phi Beta continues to write new chapters, its legacy remains a guiding light
for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Zeta Phi Beta founded?

Zeta Phi Beta was founded on January 16, 1920.

Who were the founders of Zeta Phi Beta?

Zeta Phi Beta was founded by five women: Arizona Cleaver, Myrtle Tyler, Viola Tyler, Fannie
Pettie, and Pearl Neal.

Where was Zeta Phi Beta established?
Zeta Phi Beta was established at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

What was the primary purpose behind the founding of
Zeta Phi Beta?

The primary purpose was to create a sorority that emphasized scholarship, service,
sisterhood, and finer womanhood, with an inclusive membership approach.

How does Zeta Phi Beta differ from other sororities
founded during the same era?

Unlike many sororities of its time, Zeta Phi Beta was founded with the principle of
inclusivity, welcoming women of all backgrounds and focusing heavily on community
service and social causes.

What are some significant historical milestones of Zeta
Phi Beta?

Significant milestones include its incorporation in 1923, the establishment of the national
headquarters, and its involvement in social programs such as the Z-HOPE initiative for
community outreach.

How has Zeta Phi Beta contributed to African American
history and culture?

Zeta Phi Beta has contributed by promoting education, social justice, and community
service, supporting civil rights movements, and empowering African American women
through scholarship and leadership development.



Additional Resources
History of Zeta Phi Beta: An In-Depth Exploration of a Pioneering Sorority

history of zeta phi beta is a rich narrative that reflects resilience, sisterhood, and a
commitment to service dating back nearly a century. Founded during a pivotal era for
African American women in higher education, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated has
grown into a prominent organization known for its scholarship, community involvement,
and advocacy efforts. This article offers a comprehensive examination of the sorority’s
origins, evolution, and enduring impact, weaving in relevant contextual details and insights
that underscore its significance in the landscape of American Greek-letter organizations.

Origins and Founding Principles

The history of Zeta Phi Beta begins in 1920 at Howard University in Washington, D.C., a
historically Black university that served as a crucible for leadership and activism during the
early 20th century. The sorority was established on January 16, 1920, by five visionary
women: Arizona Cleaver Stemons, Pearl Anna Neal, Myrtle Tyler Faithful, Fannie Pettie
Watts, and Viola Tyler Goings. These founders sought to create an organization that would
promote scholarship, service, sisterhood, and finer womanhood—principles that set Zeta
apart from other sororities at the time.

Unlike some contemporaries that emphasized social prestige or exclusivity, Zeta Phi Beta
distinguished itself by focusing on inclusivity and practical community engagement. This
foundational philosophy was a response to the social and educational challenges faced by
African American women in the segregated society of the early 20th century. The sorority’s
commitment to addressing real-world issues through grassroots action remains a defining
characteristic to this day.

Significance of the Founding Era

The early 1920s in America were marked by racial segregation, limited educational
opportunities for Black women, and widespread discrimination. Against this backdrop, the
sorority’s formation was both an act of defiance and empowerment. Zeta Phi Beta’s
founders were determined to uplift women academically and socially, challenging prevailing
stereotypes and providing a network of support that was rare at the time.

This historical context is crucial for understanding the sorority’s lasting impact. Zeta’'s
emphasis on scholarship and service was not merely symbolic; it was a strategic approach

intended to equip Black women with the tools needed to succeed in a racially stratified
society.

Growth and Expansion Through the Decades

Following its inception, Zeta Phi Beta rapidly expanded beyond Howard University,



establishing chapters at other colleges and universities across the United States. The
sorority’s inclusive ethos and robust programmatic focus attracted women eager to make a
difference both on campus and in their communities.

National Incorporation and Milestones

In 1923, just three years after its founding, Zeta Phi Beta became the first African American
Greek-letter organization to be incorporated. This legal recognition provided structural
stability and helped the sorority formalize its governance and outreach efforts. Over the
ensuing decades, Zeta continued to break barriers, including being the first Black sorority
to charter a chapter at a predominantly white institution (PWI), which was at the University
of Cincinnati in 1948.

Zeta Phi Beta also distinguished itself through partnerships and collaborations, notably with
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated. This partnership, often referred to as the “Divine

Nine” alliance, fostered joint initiatives that amplified the social impact of both
organizations.

Programmatic Initiatives and Social Impact

Throughout its history, Zeta Phi Beta has prioritized programs focusing on education,
health, and social justice. The sorority’s national programs have addressed issues such as:

e Scholarship and Academic Excellence: Offering scholarships and fostering
academic achievement among members and surrounding communities.

e Stork’s Nest Program: A prenatal education initiative aimed at reducing infant
mortality rates in underserved communities.

* Youth Empowerment: Programs like Z-HOPE (Zetas Helping Other People Excel)
provide mentorship and resources for youth development.

e Community Service: Advocacy for voter registration, health awareness campaigns,
and disaster relief efforts.

These initiatives underscore the sorority’s long-standing commitment to addressing
systemic issues and improving quality of life, particularly within African American
communities.

Organizational Structure and Membership

Understanding the history of Zeta Phi Beta also involves examining its organizational



framework and membership dynamics. The sorority is governed by a national body known
as the Grand Chapter, which oversees regional and local chapters. This structure enables a
cohesive national identity while allowing flexibility for chapters to address specific
community needs.

Membership Criteria and Evolution

Originally founded by college women, Zeta Phi Beta has maintained a focus on higher
education. Membership is primarily collegiate-based, but the sorority also includes alumnae
chapters that provide lifelong networks and opportunities for continued service. Over time,
the sorority has modernized its recruitment and membership policies to reflect changing
societal norms, emphasizing diversity, leadership potential, and commitment to the
sorority’s ideals.

Comparative Perspective Within the Divine Nine

Zeta Phi Beta is one of the nine historically African American Greek-letter organizations
collectively known as the Divine Nine. Compared to its counterparts, Zeta is often noted for
its pioneering incorporation status and its partnership with Phi Beta Sigma. While each
organization has unique traditions and focuses, Zeta’s emphasis on service and scholarship
resonates strongly across the collective.

Challenges and Contemporary Relevance

Like many historic organizations, Zeta Phi Beta has faced challenges, including navigating
social changes, membership retention, and maintaining relevance in a digital age. The
sorority’s leadership has responded by embracing technology, expanding outreach efforts,
and adapting programming to contemporary issues such as mental health, economic
empowerment, and social justice advocacy.

Moreover, Zeta’'s continued emphasis on educational attainment and community service
ensures that it remains a vital force within the African American community and the
broader society. Its history provides valuable lessons in resilience, adaptability, and the
power of collective action.

The history of Zeta Phi Beta is not just a chronicle of an organization but a testament to the
enduring spirit of African American women who have shaped the social and cultural fabric
of the United States. From humble beginnings at Howard University to a global network of
sisters committed to service, Zeta Phi Beta’s legacy continues to inspire future generations
to pursue excellence and effect meaningful change.
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history of zeta phi beta: Torchbearers of a Legacy, a History of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated, 1920 - 2017 Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 2018-04-15

history of zeta phi beta: Torchbearers of a Legacy Lullelia W. Harrison, 1998

history of zeta phi beta: Zeta Phi Beta Unauthorized History Wiggins, 2014-06-19 Zeta Phi
Beta Unauthorized History Quiz and Test Book based on historical and traditional facts.

history of zeta phi beta: 1920 Founders of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc , 2015

history of zeta phi beta: Finer Womanhood Walter "Big Walt." Anderson, 2006-01-01

history of zeta phi beta: Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc, 2015

history of zeta phi beta: Zeta Phi Beta Secrets ltty Bitnique, 2014-07-26 This collectible little
history study book includes the unauthorized history of Zeta Phi Beta with a COLLECTIBLE BOOK
COVER. It includes information about the origin of the organization, founders, traditions, and secret
college greek nomenclature.

history of zeta phi beta: Finer Women Tilu Khalayi, 2012-12-12 FINER WOMEN is about the
lives of women who worked towards building the name of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority by coalescing
around the ideals of scholarship, service, sisterly love, and finer womanhood. In an age where few
women went to college, FINER WOMEN chronicles the extraordinary lives of African-American
women like Nellie Buchanan, a Baltimore teacher whose dedication helped launch the careers of
Jazz musician Cab Calloway and Broadway actor and singer Avon Long; and Annie Turnbo Malone, a
woman who built a multi-million dollar beauty empire and inspired other women like Madam C]J
Walker to become business leaders themselves. This book provides interesting perspectives about
the lives of African-American women striving to attain college degrees, provide for their families,
and uplift themselves and their communities during the 1920s and 1930s.

history of zeta phi beta: Encyclopedia of African American Society Gerald D. Jaynes, 2005-02
An encyclopedic reference of African American history and culture.

history of zeta phi beta: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2019-08-27 This comprehensive
history of African American fraternities and sororities celebrates the spirit of Black Excellence in
higher education that has produced American leaders in politics, sports, arts, and culture such as
Kamala Harris, Colin Kaepernick, Michael Jordan, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni Morrison, and is
sure to be a treasured resource for generations to come. America’s Black fraternities and sororities
are a unique and vital part of 20th century African American history, providing young black
achievers with opportunities to support each other while they serve their communities and the
nation. From pioneering work in the suffragette movement to extraordinary strides during the Civil
Rights era to life-changing inner-city mentoring programs, members of these organizations share a
proud tradition of brotherhood, sisterhood, and service. Today, America’s nine black fraternities and
sororities are millions of members strong with chapters at HBCUs, Ivy League Schools, and colleges
across the nation including Stanford University, Howard University, and the University of Chicago.

history of zeta phi beta: The Kentucky African American Encyclopedia Gerald L. Smith, Karen
Cotton McDaniel, John A. Hardin, 2015-08-28 The story of African Americans in Kentucky is as
diverse and vibrant as the state's general history. The work of more than 150 writers, The Kentucky
African American Encyclopedia is an essential guide to the black experience in the Commonwealth.
The encyclopedia includes biographical sketches of politicians and community leaders as well as
pioneers in art, science, and industry. Kentucky's impact on the national scene is registered in an
array of notable figures, such as writers William Wells Brown and bell hooks, reformers Bessie Lucas
Allen and Shelby Lanier Jr., sports icons Muhammad Ali and Isaac Murphy, civil rights leaders
Whitney Young Jr. and Georgia Powers, and entertainers Ernest Hogan, Helen Humes, and the
Nappy Roots. Featuring entries on the individuals, events, places, organizations, movements, and
institutions that have shaped the state's history since its origins, the volume also includes topical
essays on the civil rights movement, Eastern Kentucky coalfields, business, education, and women.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/history-of-zeta-phi-beta.pdf

For researchers, students, and all who cherish local history, The Kentucky African American
Encyclopedia is an indispensable reference that highlights the diversity of the state's culture and
history.

history of zeta phi beta: Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the 21st Century Gregory
S. Parks, 2008-06-13 “A masterpiece of multidisciplinary scholarship that clearly demonstrates the
contemporary relevance of black fraternities and sororities.” —Hasan Kwame Jeffries, author of
Bloody Lowndes During the twentieth century, black Greek-Letter organizations (BGLOs) united
college students dedicated to excellence, fostered kinship, and uplifted African Americans. Members
of these organizations include remarkable and influential individuals such as Martin Luther King Jr.,
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, novelist Toni Morrison, and Wall Street pioneer Reginald F. Lewis.
Despite the profound influence of these groups, many now question the continuing relevance of
BGLOs, arguing that their golden age has passed. To foster a greater engagement with the history
and contributions of BGLOs, Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the Twenty-first Century brings
together an impressive group of authors to explore the contributions and continuing possibilities of
BGLOs and their members. Editor Gregory S. Parks and the contributing authors provide historical
context for the development of BGLOs, exploring their service activities as well as their relationships
with other prominent African American institutions. Both internally and externally, BGLOs struggle
to forge a relevant identity for the new century. Internally, these groups wrestle with many issues,
including hazing, homophobia, petty intergroup competition, and the difficulty of bridging the divide
between college and alumni members. Externally, BGLOs face the challenge of rededicating
themselves to their communities and leading an aggressive campaign against modern forms of
racism, sexism, and other types of fear-driven behavior. By embracing the history of these
organizations and exploring their continuing viability and relevance, Black Greek-Letter
Organizations in the Twenty-first Century demonstrates that BGLOs can create a positive and
enduring future and that their most important work lies ahead.

history of zeta phi beta: Black Greek-letter Organizations in the Twenty-First Century Gregory
S. Parks, 2008-06-13 During the twentieth century, black Greek-Letter organizations (BGLOs) united
college students dedicated to excellence, fostered kinship, and uplifted African Americans. Members
of these organizations include remarkable and influential individuals such as Martin Luther King Jr.,
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, novelist Toni Morrison, and Wall Street pioneer Reginald F. Lewis.
Despite the profound influence of these groups, many now question the continuing relevance of
BGLOs, arguing that their golden age has passed. Partly because of their perceived link to hip-hop
culture, black fraternities and sororities have been unfairly reduced to a media stereotype—a world
of hazing without any real substance. The general public knows very little about BGLOs, and
surprisingly the members themselves often do not have a thorough understanding of their history
and culture or of the issues currently facing their organizations. To foster a greater engagement
with the history and contributions of BGLOs, Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the Twenty-first
Century: Our Fight Has Just Begun brings together an impressive group of authors to explore the
contributions and continuing possibilities of BGLOs and their members. Editor Gregory S. Parks and
the contributing authors provide historical context for the development of BGLOs, exploring their
service activities as well as their relationships with other prominent African American institutions.
The book examines BGLOs' responses to a number of contemporary issues, including non-black
membership, homosexuality within BGLOs, and the perception of BGLOs as educated gangs. As
illustrated by the organized response of BGLO members to the racial injustice they observed in Jena,
Louisiana, these organizations still have a vital mission. Both internally and externally, BGLOs
struggle to forge a relevant identity for the new century. Internally, these groups wrestle with many
issues, including hazing, homophobia, petty intergroup competition, and the difficulty of bridging
the divide between college and alumni members. Externally, BGLOs face the challenge of
rededicating themselves to their communities and leading an aggressive campaign against modern
forms of racism, sexism, and other types of fear-driven behavior. By embracing the history of these
organizations and exploring their continuing viability and relevance, Black Greek-Letter



Organizations in the Twenty-first Century demonstrates that BGLOs can create a positive and
enduring future and that their most important work lies ahead.

history of zeta phi beta: Black Greek-Letter Organizations 2.0 Matthew W. Hughey,
Gregory S. Parks, 2011-02-18 At the turn of the twentieth century, black fraternities and sororities,
also known as Black Greek-Letter Organizations (BGLOs), were an integral part of what W.E.B. Du
Bois called the “talented tenth.” This was the top ten percent of the black community that would
serve as a cadre of educated, upper-class, motivated individuals who acquired the professional
credentials, skills, and capital to assist the race to attain socioeconomic parity. Today, however,
BGLOs struggle to find their place and direction in a world drastically different from the one that
witnessed their genesis. In recent years, there has been a growing body of scholarship on BGLOs.
This collection of essays seeks to push those who think about BGLOs to engage in more critically and
empirically based analysis. This book also seeks to move BGLO members and those who work with
them beyond conclusions based on hunches, conventional wisdom, intuition, and personal
experience. In addition to a rich range of scholars, this volume includes a kind of call and response
feature between scholars and prominent members of the BGLO community.

history of zeta phi beta: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the Present
Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant events,
major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history from
1896 to the twenty-first-century.

history of zeta phi beta: History of Black Women Deans, College Alumnae
Organizations, and Activism Ashla C. Hill Roseboro, 2025-07-10 This historical account uncovers
the lived experiences and history of pioneering Black women deans. Few scholars have studied the
origins of Black deans of women and college graduates who were at the intersection of race and
gender. Ashla C. Hill Roseboro's History of Black Women Deans, College Alumnae Organizations,
and Activism fills this gap by sharing the lived experiences of pioneering administrators at
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and college alumnae who overcame barriers by
forming their own professional circles. She investigates newspaper reports, articles, and artifacts
from 1910 to the 1960s to provide insights on how these educated women advocated for higher
education standards through the collective work of awarding scholarships to students, strategy
meetings, and enrichment programs. This sisterhood emphasized how they took creative approaches
to gain members, improve education, and promote equality. Past successes and struggles of these
trailblazers illuminate how progress was made despite limitations and setbacks. This book points to
the path taken by these mentoring leaders who sacrificed for the greater good of their communities.
Leaders today can be inspired through these writings to continue being beacons of hope for greater
equity towards a just society.

history of zeta phi beta: Leadership in Nonprofit Organizations Kathryn A. Agard, 2011
Leadership in Non-Profit Organizations tackles issues and leadership topics for those seeking to
understand more about this dynamic sector of society. A major focus of this two-volume reference
work is on the specific roles and skills required of the non-profit leader in voluntary organizations.
Key features include: contributions from a wide range of authors who reflect the variety, vibrancy
and creativity of the sector itself an overview of the history of non-profit organizations in the United
States description of a robust and diverse assortment of organizations and opportunities for
leadership an exploration of the nature of leadership and its complexity as exemplified in the
non-profit sector availability both in print and online - this title will form part of the 2010
Encyclopedia Collection on SAGE Reference Online. The Handbook includes topics such as:
personalities of non-profit leaders vision and starting a nonprofit organization nonprofit law,
statutes, taxation and regulations strategic management financial management collaboration public
relations for promoting a non-profit organization human resource policies and procedures.

history of zeta phi beta: African American Fraternities and Sororities Tamara L. Brown,
Gregory S. Parks, Clarenda M. Phillips, 2012-02-29 The rich history and social significance of the
“Divine Nine” African American Greek-letter organizations is explored in this comprehensive



anthology. In the long tradition of African American benevolent and secret societies, intercollegiate
African American fraternities and sororities have strong traditions of fostering brotherhood and
sisterhood among their members, exerting considerable influence in the African American
community and being in the forefront of civic action, community service, and philanthropy. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Toni Morrison, Arthur Ashe, and Sarah Vaughn are just a few of the
trailblazing members of these organizations. African American Fraternities and Sororities places the
history of these organizations in context, linking them to other movements and organizations that
predated them and tying their history to the Civil Rights movement. It explores various cultural
aspects of the organizations, such as auxiliary groups, branding, calls, and stepping, and highlights
the unique role of African American sororities.

history of zeta phi beta: The History of Zeta Tau Alpha, 1898-1928 Mrs. Shirley Kreasan
Krieg, 1928

history of zeta phi beta: A Pledge with Purpose Gregory S. Parks, Matthew W. Hughey,
2024-02-06 Reveals the historical and political significance of “The Divine Nine”—the Black Greek
Letter Organizations In 1905, Henry Arthur Callis began his studies at Cornell University. Despite
their academic pedigrees, Callis and his fellow African American students were ostracized by the
majority-white student body, and so in 1906, Callis and some of his peers started the first,
intercollegiate Black Greek Letter Organization (BGLO), Alpha Phi Alpha. Since their founding,
BGLOs have not only served to solidify bonds among many African American college students, they
have also imbued them with a sense of purpose and a commitment to racial uplift—the endeavor to
help Black Americans reach socio-economic equality. A Pledge with Purpose explores the arc of
these unique, important, and relevant social institutions. Gregory S. Parks and Matthew W. Hughey
uncover how BGLOs were shaped by, and labored to transform, the changing social, political, and
cultural landscape of Black America from the era of the Harlem Renaissance to the civil rights
movement. Alpha Phi Alpha boasts such members as Thurgood Marshall, civil rights lawyer and US
Supreme Court Justice, and Dr. Charles Wesley, noted historian and college president. Delta Sigma
Theta members include Bethune-Cookman College founder Mary McLeod Bethune and women'’s
rights activist Dorothy Height. Huey P. Newton, co-founder of the Black Panther Party, who left an
indelible mark on the civil rights movement, was a member of Phi Beta Sigma, while Dr. Mae
Jemison, a celebrated engineer and astronaut, belonged to Alpha Kappa Alpha. Through such
individuals, Parks and Hughey demonstrate the ways that BGLO members have long been at the
forefront of innovation, activism, and scholarship. In its examination of the history of these
important organizations, A Pledge with Purpose serves as a critical reflection of both the collective
African American racial struggle and the various strategies of Black Americans in their great—and
unfinished—march toward freedom and equality.
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