
henri nouwen the prodigal son

Henri Nouwen and The Prodigal Son: A Journey of Grace and Redemption

henri nouwen the prodigal son is a phrase that resonates deeply within Christian spirituality and pastoral
care. Henri Nouwen, a renowned Catholic priest, professor, and spiritual writer, offered profound reflections
on the parable of the Prodigal Son, illuminating its timeless message of grace, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
His book, *The Return of the Prodigal Son*, has touched countless readers by exploring this biblical story
through the lens of personal experience, art, and spiritual insight.

Understanding Henri Nouwen’s approach to the Prodigal Son enriches our appreciation of this parable beyond
its familiar narrative. It invites us to contemplate the complexity of human relationships—between the
wayward child, the forgiving father, and the resentful elder brother—and to recognize ourselves in each role.

Henri Nouwen’s Encounter with the Prodigal Son

Henri Nouwen’s reflections on the Prodigal Son began during a visit to the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg,
Russia, where he encountered Rembrandt’s famous painting, *The Return of the Prodigal Son*. This artwork
became the catalyst for a deep spiritual meditation that would culminate in his book published in 1992.

The Impact of Rembrandt’s Painting

What made Rembrandt’s depiction so compelling for Nouwen was the way it captured the intimate moment of
reconciliation. The father’s gentle embrace, the son’s humble posture, and the quiet presence of the elder brother
conveyed a profound narrative of love and forgiveness that transcended words. Nouwen saw himself in all
three figures at different points in his life—sometimes wayward and searching, sometimes compassionate and
forgiving, sometimes judgmental and distant.

This encounter inspired Nouwen to explore the parable with fresh eyes, emphasizing that it is not only a story
about a lost son but a mirror reflecting the human condition and God’s unconditional love.

Key Themes in Henri Nouwen’s Reflection on The Prodigal Son

Nouwen’s meditation on the parable goes beyond a simple explanation of the biblical text. He delves into the
emotional and spiritual dynamics that the story reveals.

The Prodigal Son as a Symbol of Our Human Journey

For Nouwen, the prodigal son represents anyone who has experienced separation—whether from God, family, or
self. This son’s journey into a distant land, marked by reckless living and eventual despair, mirrors the times we
stray from our true selves and the divine love that calls us home.

Nouwen encourages readers to embrace the reality of human brokenness while holding onto the hope of return
and healing. This perspective offers comfort to those struggling with guilt, shame, or feelings of unworthiness.



The Father’s Embrace: Unconditional Love and Forgiveness

Central to Nouwen’s interpretation is the father’s response. Unlike the strict, judgmental figures often imagined,
Nouwen portrays the father as a symbol of God’s extravagant mercy. The father runs to meet his son, clothes
him with a robe, and celebrates his return without hesitation or blame.

This portrayal challenges us to reconsider our understanding of divine love—not as conditional or punitive
but as welcoming and restorative. It invites believers to experience God’s grace personally and to extend that
grace toward others.

The Elder Brother: A Reflection on Resentment and Self-Righteousness

Often overlooked, the elder brother in the parable represents another vital aspect of human spirituality.
Nouwen identifies with this figure’s struggle with jealousy and self-righteousness. The elder brother’s refusal
to join the celebration exposes the dangers of pride and the inability to forgive.

By highlighting this character, Nouwen brings balance to the parable and reminds readers that spiritual
maturity involves overcoming resentment and embracing compassion for those who have erred.

The Spiritual Lessons from Henri Nouwen’s The Prodigal Son

Nouwen’s insights offer practical and transformative lessons for anyone on a spiritual path.

Embracing Our Brokenness

One of the most powerful messages in Nouwen’s work is the invitation to recognize and accept our brokenness.
Instead of denying or hiding our faults, we are encouraged to bring them into the light, trusting that God’s
love will meet us there. This honesty fosters healing and inner peace.

Living in the Spirit of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is more than a moral duty; it is a liberating act that frees both the forgiver and the forgiven.
Nouwen reminds us that forgiveness begins with experiencing God’s forgiveness ourselves, which then empowers
us to forgive others—whether family members, friends, or even ourselves.

Finding Our Place in the Family of God

The parable underscores that the family of God is a place of belonging for all—lost and found, young and
old, prodigal and dutiful. Nouwen encourages us to see ourselves as part of this spiritual family, called to
celebrate, mourn, forgive, and love together.

How Henri Nouwen’s Prodigal Son Insights Influence Modern
Spirituality



Henri Nouwen’s reflections have had a significant impact on contemporary Christian thought and spiritual
practice.

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Many pastors, spiritual directors, and counselors draw upon Nouwen’s approach to the Prodigal Son when
guiding individuals through crises of faith, addiction, or family conflict. His emphasis on compassion, humility,
and the transformative power of grace makes his work a valuable resource in healing broken relationships.

Personal Spiritual Growth

Readers seeking a deeper connection with God often find Nouwen’s interpretation inspiring and accessible. His
ability to weave personal vulnerability with theological insight encourages people to explore their spiritual
journeys without fear of judgment.

Interfaith and Ecumenical Dialogue

While rooted in Christian tradition, Nouwen’s themes of reconciliation and unconditional love resonate across
religious boundaries. His reflections invite dialogue about universal human experiences of loss, hope, and
forgiveness.

Practical Tips Inspired by Henri Nouwen’s Reflections on the
Prodigal Son

If you wish to incorporate some of Henri Nouwen’s spiritual wisdom into your daily life, consider these
practical steps:

Practice self-compassion: Acknowledge your mistakes without harsh self-criticism, recognizing that
everyone is on a journey of growth.

Extend forgiveness: Reflect on people in your life you may be holding resentment toward and consider
ways to release that burden.

Seek reconciliation: If estranged from loved ones, take steps toward healing relationships, inspired by the
father’s welcoming embrace.

Engage with art and scripture: Like Nouwen’s encounter with Rembrandt’s painting, use creative
expressions to deepen your understanding of spiritual truths.

Reflect regularly: Use journaling or meditation to explore which character of the parable you identify
with and what that reveals about your spiritual state.

Henri Nouwen’s work on the Prodigal Son remains a beacon of hope for those navigating the complexities of
faith, forgiveness, and human frailty. His compassionate voice reminds us that no matter how far we wander,
the path home is always open, marked by a love that never fails.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Henri Nouwen and what is his connection to the Parable of the
Prodigal Son?

Henri Nouwen was a Dutch Catholic priest, theologian, and writer known for his spiritual works. He wrote a
profound reflection on the Parable of the Prodigal Son, exploring its themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and
God's unconditional love.

What is the main insight Henri Nouwen offers in his book "The Return of the
Prodigal Son"?

In "The Return of the Prodigal Son," Nouwen offers the insight that all three characters in the parable—the
younger son, the elder son, and the father—represent different aspects of the human experience and our
relationship with God, encouraging readers to embrace forgiveness, compassion, and spiritual growth.

How does Henri Nouwen interpret the father’s role in the Prodigal Son
parable?

Henri Nouwen interprets the father as a symbol of God’s unconditional love and mercy. The father’s open arms
and joyful acceptance of the returning son illustrate the divine invitation to repentance and the
transformative power of forgiveness.

Why is Henri Nouwen’s reflection on the Prodigal Son considered relevant
for modern spiritual seekers?

Nouwen’s reflection is relevant because it addresses universal themes such as alienation, shame, forgiveness,
and acceptance. His compassionate and introspective approach helps modern spiritual seekers understand their
own struggles and the possibility of healing through God’s love.

Can Henri Nouwen’s interpretation of the Prodigal Son be applied to
personal growth and relationships?

Yes, Henri Nouwen’s interpretation encourages individuals to recognize their own flaws and the need for
forgiveness, both receiving and giving it. His insights promote empathy, reconciliation, and deeper self-awareness,
which are essential for personal growth and healthy relationships.

Additional Resources
**Henri Nouwen and The Prodigal Son: A Profound Exploration of Spirituality and Human Longing**

Henri Nouwen the prodigal son serves as a significant motif in the spiritual writings of Henri Nouwen, a
renowned Catholic priest, theologian, and author. Nouwen’s interpretation of the biblical parable of the
Prodigal Son goes beyond a mere retelling; it offers an intricate analysis of human vulnerability, divine
compassion, and the journey toward self-acceptance. This article explores how Henri Nouwen engages with the
themes embodied in the Prodigal Son narrative, analyzing the deeper spiritual insights he provides and the impact
his reflections have had on contemporary Christian thought.



Understanding Henri Nouwen’s Perspective on The Prodigal Son

Henri Nouwen’s engagement with the parable of the Prodigal Son, found in Luke 15:11-32, reflects his broader
theological focus on the inner life and the struggle for spiritual wholeness. Unlike some traditional
interpretations emphasizing repentance or moral lessons, Nouwen’s approach centers on the emotional and
psychological dimensions of the three main characters: the younger son, the elder son, and the father. Through
this lens, Nouwen unpacks the complex dynamics of sin, forgiveness, jealousy, and unconditional love.

Nouwen’s most famous work on the subject, *The Return of the Prodigal Son*, was inspired not only by the
biblical text but also by a profound encounter with Rembrandt’s 17th-century painting of the same story. This
artistic influence is crucial in understanding how Nouwen visualizes the narrative—inviting readers to enter
the scene and contemplate the posture and expressions of each figure. The painting becomes a meditative tool for
spiritual reflection, bridging biblical exegesis with personal experience.

The Three Figures: Symbolism and Spiritual Roles

1. **The Younger Son: The Journey of Alienation and Return**
The younger son represents the human condition marked by restlessness and a desire for autonomy. Nouwen
interprets his departure from home as a metaphor for the existential quest for freedom and identity outside the
security of the familial or spiritual home. The son’s eventual destitution and decision to return symbolize the
painful recognition of dependence and need for reconciliation. Nouwen highlights this as the moment where true
humility and vulnerability emerge, crucial for authentic spiritual growth.

2. **The Elder Son: The Challenge of Resentment and Righteousness**
Often overlooked, the elder son embodies the struggle with bitterness and self-righteousness. Nouwen draws
attention to the elder son’s refusal to join the celebration upon the younger son’s return, portraying a
spiritual blindness rooted in envy and a sense of injustice. This figure invites readers to examine their own
attitudes toward grace and forgiveness, especially when they feel overlooked or burdened by expectations.

3. **The Father: The Embodiment of Unconditional Love**
Central to Nouwen’s interpretation is the father’s role as the embodiment of divine love—patient,
compassionate, and without conditions. The father’s active running to embrace the returning son defies
cultural norms of dignity and honor, illustrating God’s eagerness to forgive and restore. Nouwen uses this
image to challenge conventional understandings of justice and to evoke a deeper sense of God’s mercy.

Henri Nouwen’s Theological Contributions Through The Prodigal
Son

Henri Nouwen’s reflections on the Prodigal Son have contributed significantly to spiritual theology,
particularly in the areas of pastoral care, self-acceptance, and the understanding of community. His work
encourages readers to move beyond simplistic dichotomies of sinner and saint, inviting a more nuanced
appreciation of human complexity.

Self-Reflection and Inner Healing

Nouwen’s exploration of the prodigal son’s story emphasizes the importance of self-reflection as a tool for
healing. He posits that recognizing one’s brokenness is the first step toward transformation. This perspective
aligns with modern psychological understandings of vulnerability and resilience, making Nouwen’s spiritual
insights accessible to a contemporary audience seeking holistic growth.



Implications for Pastoral Ministry and Spiritual Direction

In pastoral contexts, Nouwen’s approach offers a compassionate framework for engaging with individuals who
experience alienation, guilt, or resentment. His emphasis on presence rather than judgment encourages ministers
and spiritual directors to accompany others gently on their journeys, echoing the father’s welcoming stance.
This has influenced many religious leaders and counselors who incorporate Nouwen’s insights into their
practice.

Community and Reconciliation

Finally, Nouwen’s reading underscores the challenges and opportunities for reconciliation within communities.
The tension between the two brothers reflects real-world dynamics of exclusion and inclusion, competition,
and grace. By highlighting these dynamics, Nouwen calls for a community rooted in empathy and open-
heartedness, where all members can find acceptance.

Comparative Analysis: Henri Nouwen’s Interpretation Versus
Traditional Views

Traditional theological interpretations of the Prodigal Son often focus on repentance and the moral lesson
of forgiveness. In contrast, Henri Nouwen’s interpretation is more psychological and relational. Where
classical readings might emphasize the younger son’s sinfulness, Nouwen focuses on the father’s unconditional
love and the elder son’s struggle with resentment, bringing a more balanced view of human failings and divine
mercy.

This nuanced approach has been praised for its pastoral sensitivity but also critiqued by some for potentially
underplaying the significance of repentance and moral responsibility. Nevertheless, Nouwen’s work has carved
out a unique space in theological literature, bridging scripture, art, psychology, and spirituality.

Strengths and Limitations of Nouwen’s Approach

Strengths: Offers a compassionate and psychologically rich interpretation; integrates art and
scripture; applicable to pastoral care and personal spirituality; emphasizes unconditional love.

Limitations: May underemphasize traditional doctrinal elements like sin and repentance; the subjective
nature of interpretation could lead to varied understandings.

The Enduring Legacy of Henri Nouwen and The Prodigal Son

The ongoing relevance of Henri Nouwen’s engagement with the Prodigal Son lies in its ability to speak to diverse
audiences—ranging from theologians and clergy to laypersons seeking spiritual depth. His work transcends
denominational boundaries, inviting reflection on fundamental human experiences of loss, forgiveness, and
belonging.

In contemporary spirituality, where existential questions and emotional struggles often intersect, Nouwen’s
insights offer a beacon of hope grounded in the radical embrace of love. His meditative use of Rembrandt’s
painting further enriches this experience, providing a visual and contemplative dimension that encourages readers



to dwell deeply on the mystery of grace.

Through his writings, Henri Nouwen the prodigal son emerges not simply as a biblical character but as a symbol
of the human journey toward wholeness—one marked by pain, longing, and ultimately, the transformative
power of love.

Henri Nouwen The Prodigal Son

  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Return of the Prodigal Son Anniversary Edition
Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2016-10-04 With a preface by James Martin, SJ. A specially-priced two-in-one
omnibus gift edition of Henri Nouwen's bestselling The Return of the Prodigal Son and it's
companion and prequel Home Tonight. In seizing the inspiration that came to him through
Rembrandt's depiction of the powerful Gospel story The Return of the Prodigal Son, Henri Nouwen
probes several movements of the parable: the younger son's return, the father's restoration of
sonship, the elder son's vengefulness, and the father's compassion. In his reflection on Rembrandt in
light of his own life's journey, the author evokes a powerful drama of the parable in a rich,
capativating way that is sure to reverberate in the hearts of readers. The themes of homecoming,
affirmation, and reconciliation will be newly discovered by all who have known loneliness, dejection,
jealousy, or anger. Coupled with the lectures that inspired the book and originally collected in Home
Tonight, this special 2-in-1 omnibus will be the definitive edition of the spiritual classic.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Return of the Prodigal Son Henri J. M. Nouwen,
2013-11-20 With over a million copies sold, this classic work is essential reading for all who ask,
“Where has my struggle led me?” A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt’s The
Return of the Prodigal Son catapulted Henri Nouwen on an unforgettable spiritual adventure. Here
he shares the deeply personal and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within
where God has chosen to dwell. As Nouwen reflects on Rembrandt’s painting in light of his own life
journey, he evokes a powerful drama of the classic parable in a rich, captivating way that is sure to
reverberate in the hearts of readers. Nouwen probes the several movements of the parable: the
younger son’s return, the father’s restoration of sonship, the elder son’s resentfulness, and the
father’s compassion. The themes of homecoming, affirmation, and reconciliation will be newly
discovered by all who have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy, or anger. The challenge to love as
God loves, and to be loved as God’s beloved, will be seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable
known to Christians throughout time, and is here represented with a vigor and power fresh for our
times.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Henri Nouwen and The Return of the Prodigal Son
Gabrielle Earnshaw, 2020-05-12 The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming is Henri
Nouwen’s most popular book, selling over one million copies since its publication in 1992. What
accounts for its ongoing popularity as a spiritual classic? Drawing from extensive research in
Nouwen’s archives, author and Chief Archivist for the Henri Nouwen Legacy Trust, Gabrielle
Earnshaw, provides a detailed account of how the book came to be written, shedding light on
Nouwen’s writing process and aspects of his life experience that influenced his insights and ideas.
Earnshaw examines Nouwen’s intellectual formation as well as the impact of his family and friends
on the shape of the book. Letters, many published here for the first time, give us a privileged look at
Henri’s world during the nine years he took to complete the book. Earnshaw considers how it
compares to other books published at the same time to place the work and its author in a historical,
cultural and religious/spiritual context. Finally, she explores how Nouwen himself was changed by
the book and why twenty-three later it continues to touch the hearts and minds of 21st century
readers.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Home Tonight Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2009-03-24 Home

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/henri-nouwen-the-prodigal-son.pdf


Tonight follows the path of Henri Nouwen’s spiritual homecoming. More than three years prior to
writing his great classic, The Return of the Prodigal Son, Nouwen suffered a personal breakdown
followed by a time of healing solitude when he encountered Rembrandt’s famous painting. Within his
solitude he reflected on and identified with the parable’s characters and experienced profound and
inspiring life lessons. This captivating book was created from never-before-published materials that
formed the basis of the small workshop inspired by Nouwen’s intimate encounter with Rembrandt’s
painting. Readers are led to welcome their unique Belovedness through practices of “spiritual
listening,” journaling, and communing with God, thus connecting personally with the unique,
unconditional love of the One who created them. Home Tonight is a practical guide for the inner
journey home.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Love, Henri Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2016-10-04 Seven million
copies of his books in print! This collection of over 100 unpublished letters from the bestselling
author of such spiritual classics as The Return of the Prodigal Son and The Wounded Healer offers
deep spiritual insight into human experience, intimacy, brokeness, and mercy. Over the course of his
life, Henri Nouwen wrote thousands of letters to friends, acquaintances, parishioners, students, and
readers of his work all around the world. He corresponded in English, Dutch, German, French, and
Spanish, and took great care to store and archive the letters decade after decade. He believed that a
thoughtful letter written in love could truly change someone's life. Many people looked to Nouwen as
a long distance spiritual advisor. Love, Henri consists of over a hundred letters that stretch from the
earliest years of Henri's career up through his last 10 years at L'Arche Daybreak. Rich in spiritual
insights the letters highlight a number themes that emerged in both Henri's work over the years,
including vocation, solitude, prayer, suffering, and perseverance in difficult times. These deeply
spiritual letters, sometimes poignant, sometimes funny, ulimately demonstrate the rich value of
communicating with God through others.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Essential Henri Nouwen Henri Nouwen, 2009-12-01 “We
always have a choice to live the moment as a cause of resentment or as a cause for joy.”—Henri
Nouwen (1932–1996) The insights of Henri Nouwen have shown millions of people how to choose joy
in any moment—even moments full of pain and brokenness. Few spiritual writers have ever spoken
so powerfully and directly to the heart as he did, in part because he compassionately bared his own
soul and struggles to his readers, but also because he deeply understood that God can be discovered
in every aspect of ourselves, even—almost especially—in the parts we find difficult to acknowledge.
This anthology of Nouwen’s teaching covers all his major themes—God, love, life, death, psychology,
woundedness, healing, and social action—and is drawn from among his more than forty books. It’s
the perfect, compact introduction to this brilliant and humble Catholic priest whom Christianity
Today called “one of the world’s great spiritual writers.”
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: From Fear To Love - Lenten Reflections on the Parable
of the Prodigal Son Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2002
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Spiritual Life Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2016-08-16 The
Spiritual Life has descriptive copy which is not yet available from the Publisher.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Flying, Falling, Catching Henri J. M. Nouwen, Carolyn
Whitney-Brown, 2022-03-08 “Flying, Falling, Catching is a beacon of hope. It reminds us that despite
all the perils and sufferings that surround us, with which we often collide, we can find healing,
peace, and awe even in the most unusual detours that life offers. A must read.” — Marina Nemat,
Author of international best-seller Prisoner of Tehran In Carolyn Whitney-Brown's deft hands,
Henri’s intentions literally, vividly swing alive. This is a beautiful, moving story about
interconnectivity, interdependence, and life's rich, beautiful, complicated pageant. I devoured it in a
sitting.” — Lisa Napoli, Author of Susan, Linda, Nina & Cokie Henri Nouwen’s real-life story of his
surprising friendship with a traveling trapeze troupe. What will we do with our lives, and with whom
will we do it? In this story of flying and catching, Nouwen invites us all to let go and fly, even when
we are afraid of falling. During the last five years of his life, best-selling spiritual author Henri J. M.
Nouwen became close to The Flying Rodleighs, a trapeze troupe in a traveling circus. Like Nouwen’s



own life, a trapeze act is full of artistry, exhilarating successes, crushing failures and continual
forgiveness. He wrote about his experience in a genre new to him: creative non-fiction. In Flying,
Falling, Catching, Nouwen's colleague and friend Carolyn Whitney-Brown presents his unpublished
trapeze writings framed by the true story of his rescue through a hotel window by paramedics
during his first heart attack. Readers will meet Nouwen as a spiritual risk taker who was
transformed through his engagement with these trapeze artists, as well as his participation in the
Civil Rights movement, his life in community with people with intellectual disabilities, his personal
growth through friendships during the 1990s AIDS pandemic, and other unexpected encounters.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: You Are the Beloved Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2017-10-31 Seven
million copies of his books in print! This daily devotional from the bestselling author of such spiritual
classics as The Return of the Prodigal Son and The Wounded Healer offers deep spiritual insight into
human experience, intimacy, brokenness, and compassion. “Henri Nouwen’s timeless and loving
words are quiet prayers that will forever live in my heart.”—Brené Brown, New York Times
bestselling author of Braving the Wilderness “We are the Beloved,” Henri Nouwen famously wrote.
“We are intimately loved long before our parents, teachers, spouses, children, and friends loved or
wounded us. That’s the truth of our lives. That’s the truth I want you to claim for yourself.” You Are
the Beloved empowers readers to claim their central identity as the Beloved of God and live out that
truth in their daily lives. Featuring key insights from Nouwen’s previously published works, along
with a selection of never-before-seen writings, this profound collection of daily readings will appeal
to those who know and love Nouwen’s work as well as to new readers seeking deeper awareness of
their identity as a child of God.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Seeds of Hope Robert Durback, 1990-11 Featuring passages
from more than 20 of Nouwen's classic books, as well as previously published material, this portable
Nouwen, explores the major themes and writings that comprise the essence of this man's great life
and work. Includes a biographical portrait of Nouwen, highlighting the events that shaped his life.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Caring for Joy: Narrative, Theology, and Practice Mary
Clark Moschella, 2016-09-07 In Caring for Joy: Narrative, Theology, and Practice Mary Clark
Moschella offers a new account of the value of joy in caregiving vocations, demonstrating how the
work of caring for persons, communities, and the world need not be a dreary endeavor overwhelmed
by crises or undermined by despair. Moschella presents glimpses of joy-in-action in the narratives of
five notable figures: Heidi Neumark, Henri Nouwen, Gregory Boyle, Pauli Murray, and Paul Farmer,
gleaning their wisdom for the construction of a theology of joy that embodies compassion,
connection, justice, and freedom. Care must be deep enough to hold human suffering and spacious
enough to take in the divine goodness, beauty, and love. This book expands the pastoral theological
imagination and narrates joy-full approaches to transformational care. “This work is a scholarly,
engaging and compassionate call to reconsider the significance of joyful living and joyful lives in
radical pastoral theology.” — Heather Walton, University of Glasgow, President of the International
Academy of Practical Theology, July 2016. “Based on biographies, interviews, and life stories, Mary
Clark Moschella presents joy as a counter-cultural emotion, as a spiritual path, and as a fruit of the
Spirit. In her research, joy and reason are not ultimately opposed.” — Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner,
Professor of Pastoral Care, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, July 2016.
“This highly readable and compelling theology of joy will inspire you to explore how joy might
energize your vocation, especially caregiving vocations that use narrative approaches to spiritual
care and pastoral counseling. I plan on using this book as a textbook in my theodicy, grief, death and
dying, and vocational courses.” — Carrie Doehring, Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling, Iliff
School of Theology, Denver, August 2016 “Mary Moschella has given us a rare text, one that is
theologically rich, intellectually sophisticated, drenched in pastoral wisdom, and beautifully written.
She gives us a pastoral theology attuned to the realities of diversity and sensitive to the complex
challenges facing those who lives constantly interface with suffering. There is simply nothing else
like this book in pastoral care.” — Willie James Jennings, Professor of Systematic Theology and
Africana Studies, Yale University, August 2016



  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Joy of Encountering Jesus: Hoan Moses Chung,
2015-03-30 The Joy of Encountering Jesus does not call simply for faith in Jesus, but spells out how
and why we can believe in Jesus in this twenty-first century. Reflecting on human experiences
recorded in the Bible, including those of Jesus of Nazareth, we search for who we really are. Finding
our true selves is possible only by discovering the risen Jesus dwelling within us. Then the sun rises,
the whole world dances with joy, and our hearts are filled with Gods grace; we are Living Gods Life
in a New World. The Joy of Encountering Jesus provides 174 short homilies for three liturgical years
that will lead you to: rely on the heart rather than the head, utilize non-dualistic thinking rather than
dualistic, find God from within rather than from without, build Gods kingdom on earth, expand
knowledge on Jewish apocalypse and eschatology, update theology of resurrection and the
Eucharist.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Thomas Merton and the New World Paul R. Dekar,
2023-01-01 ‘Merton still matters’, writes Paul R. Dekar about Cistercian monk Thomas Merton.
Calling people to act justly, love kindness and walk humbly, Merton used his contemplative practice
to see beyond what disrupts and divides us from one another to find the truth of our common
humanity - unity in our creation in the image of God. In Thomas Merton and the New World, Dekar
focuses primarily on two issues of concern to our current world. First, he studies Merton’s warnings
of the abuse that stems from unmindful and irresponsible use of technology, and its ecological
devastation. Second, he examines Merton’s thinking on racial injustice in the mid-1960s through his
correspondence with his allies and contemporaries - James Baldwin, for example. Using Micah 6:8 to
arrange Merton’s focus on justice, lovingkindness, and humility, with input from Merton’s dialogue
with Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Rachel Carson and others, Dekar demonstrates just how prophetic
and transferable Merton’s teachings remain.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Dostoevsky and the Affirmation of Life Predrag Cicovacki,
2014-02-18 Dostoevsky's philosophy of life is unfolded in this searching analysis of his five greatest
works: Notes from the Underground, Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, The Possessed, and The
Brothers Karamazov. Predrag Cicovacki deals with a fundamental issue in Dostoevsky's opus
neglected by all of his commentators: How can we affirm life and preserve a healthy optimism in the
face of an increasingly troublesome reality? This work displays the vital significance of Dostoevsky's
philosophy for understanding the human condition in the twenty-first century. The main task of this
insightful effort is to reconstruct and examine Dostoevsky's aesthetically motivated affirmation of
life, based on cycles of transgression and restoration. If life has no meaning, as his central figures
claim, it is absurd to affirm life and pointless to live. Since Dostoevsky's doubts concerning the
meaning of life resonate so deeply in our own age of pessimism and relativism, the central question
of this book, whether Dostoevsky can overcome the skepticism of his most brilliant creation, is
innately relevant. This volume includes a thorough literary analysis of Dostoevsky's texts, yet even
those who have not read all of these novels will find Cicovacki's analysis interesting and enthralling.
The reader will easily extrapolate Cicovacki's own philosophical interpretation of Dostoevsky's
literary heritage.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Realizing Our Deepest Desires Bernie Owens, 2022-04-01
From his Jesuit background, Bernie Owens has written a twenty-first-century version of Teresa of
Avila’s sixteenth-century classic, The Interior Castle. He writes in an experiential, easy-to-read style
with numerous contemporary stories taken from North American and African cultures to illustrate
the seven stages of spiritual growth Teresa describes. His book is a map for those seeking guidance
on how to grow into praying and living contemplatively and dispose themselves for entering the
deeper stages of the spiritual journey. Finally, he names issues that frequently emerge during the
spiritual journey, describes the way for becoming a Beloved Disciple of Jesus as a proven path for
living intimately with Christ and the Triune God, and, lastly, presents the kind of God Teresa knew
and fiercely loved.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Howard Thurman and the Quest for Community Gowler,
David B., 2024 David Gowler integrates parable scholarship with extensive research on Howard



Thurman’s life and writings to explore how Thurman’s insights about the Prodigal Son and Good
Samaritan parables provide a way forward in our quest for community. An online teacher’s guide
further explores how parables and visual art can heighten spiritual consciousness, demand an
ethical response, and create and deepen community.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: The Evolution of a Pentecostal Scholar Martin
Mittelstadt, 2024-10-14 This collection of previously published essays reveals a personal journey.
Two decades ago, I could not have anticipated the twenty-first century theological and
methodological shifts in biblical studies. In these essays, I encourage readers to observe my
evolution by way of adventures in Luke-Acts. In so doing, I invite readers to reimagine a story not
simply about the past, but rich with possibilities
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: What Are They Saying About the Parables? Second Edition
Gowler, David B., 2021 Much has changed in the more than two decades since the first edition of
this book appeared. Parable scholarship continues to be a dynamic area of New Testament research,
and a number of important studies were published and significant developments have occurred
during those years. Jesus’s parables, these simple but profound stories, continue to challenge us,
and, even after many readings, continue to reveal new insights.
  henri nouwen the prodigal son: Surviving Catholic Ministry Brad Bursa, 2025-07-25 Nobody
enters Catholic ministry aiming to become jaded. Yet it happens all the time. Ministers often grow
calloused and abandon ship. It does not have to be this way. In Surviving Catholic Ministry, Brad
Bursa combines his deep experience in the ministry field with insights drawn from Tradition to
provide readers a practical escape from burnout. This book challenges ministry leaders to reorder
every aspect of their lives and to do so from the inside out. Renewal from the inside out begins by
reclaiming baptismal identity. From this core, one can enter more deeply into the interior life, which
overflows into primary vocation, then ministry. Those who follow this course will not only survive
Catholic ministry but thrive in it.
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