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**Eric Hobsbawm The Age of Extremes: A Masterpiece of 20th Century History**

eric hobsbawm the age of extremes is more than just a book title—it’s a profound journey through one of the
most tumultuous and transformative periods in modern history. Hobsbawm, a towering figure among historians,
offers an exceptional panoramic view of the 20th century, a time characterized by rapid change, conflict, and
paradox. His narrative not only uncovers the political and economic upheavals but also delves into the
social and cultural shifts that shaped the world we live in today.

If you’ve ever wondered how the century that witnessed two world wars, the Cold War, and the rise and fall
of ideologies unfolded, Eric Hobsbawm’s *The Age of Extremes* provides a compelling and deeply analytical
account. Let’s explore what makes this work a cornerstone for anyone interested in understanding 20th-
century history.

Who Was Eric Hobsbawm?

Before diving into *The Age of Extremes*, it helps to know a bit about its author. Eric Hobsbawm was a British
historian renowned for his Marxist perspective and his ability to synthesize vast amounts of information into
accessible narratives. Born in 1917 and living through much of the century himself, Hobsbawm’s personal
experiences deeply influenced his analysis, giving him a unique insider’s viewpoint on many historical events.

His scholarship is characterized by a critical examination of capitalism, imperialism, and social change. *The
Age of Extremes*, published in 1994, is the third book in his series on the “long 19th century,” but this volume
tackles what Hobsbawm famously calls the “short 20th century” — from 1914 to 1991.

Understanding The Age of Extremes: The Short 20th Century

Hobsbawm divides the 20th century into a distinctive period he terms the “short century,” starting with the
outbreak of World War I in 1914 and ending with the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. This framing is
critical because it highlights the century’s defining moments of radical transformations and catastrophic
events.

The “Age of Catastrophe” (1914–1945)

The first half of the century was marked by what Hobsbawm calls the “Age of Catastrophe.” This era
encompasses:

- World War I, which shattered old empires and led to massive loss of life.
- The Great Depression, shaking economies worldwide and fueling political extremism.
- The rise of fascism and Nazism, culminating in World War II.
- The Holocaust and other atrocities that exposed humanity’s darkest capacities.

Hobsbawm explains how these events disrupted the optimism of the 19th century and created a world where
ideological battles became a defining feature. His analysis provides clarity on how economic hardship and
political instability fed into the extremes of fascism and communism.



The “Golden Age” (1945–1973)

Following the devastation of the first half-century, Hobsbawm identifies a “Golden Age” of relative stability
and growth. This period saw:

- The rebuilding of Europe through initiatives like the Marshall Plan.
- The rise of the welfare state and expansion of social democracy.
- Economic prosperity in Western countries and technological advancements.
- The beginning of decolonization and independence movements in Asia and Africa.

This section is particularly insightful because it challenges the notion that the 20th century was dominated
solely by conflict and despair. Instead, Hobsbawm reveals how collaboration and reconstruction led to
unprecedented improvements in living standards, even amid ongoing Cold War tensions.

The “Crisis Decades” (1973–1991)

Hobsbawm’s narrative then moves into the “Crisis Decades,” where the previously stable “Golden Age” begins to
unravel. Key features include:

- The oil crises of the 1970s that triggered economic stagflation.
- The rise of neoliberalism and market fundamentalism under leaders like Thatcher and Reagan.
- The intensification and eventual thawing of the Cold War.
- The collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the communist bloc.

This phase is crucial for understanding the political and economic landscape of the late 20th century and its
lingering effects on the 21st century. Hobsbawm’s critical perspective questions whether this period’s
transformations truly marked progress or a retreat from the social gains of the post-war era.

Thematic Insights in Eric Hobsbawm The Age of Extremes

Hobsbawm’s work is not just a chronological account but a thematic exploration of the forces shaping
modern history. Several themes stand out:

Economic Shifts and Capitalism

One of the core analyses in *The Age of Extremes* is the transformation of global capitalism. Hobsbawm
traces capitalism’s evolution from industrial expansion to the financialized economy of the late 20th century.
He explains how economic crises repeatedly destabilized societies, influencing political outcomes and social
structures.

Ideology and Political Conflict

The century was marked by ideological extremities—from communism and fascism to liberal democracy.
Hobsbawm’s Marxist lens helps readers understand these competing ideologies not as abstract theories but as
responses to material conditions and class struggles.



Social Change and Cultural Movements

Beyond politics and economics, Hobsbawm pays close attention to social dynamics, including the rise of the
working class, feminism, and youth culture. He highlights how cultural shifts often paralleled or challenged
political changes, adding depth to the understanding of the century’s extremes.

Why Eric Hobsbawm The Age of Extremes Remains Relevant Today

In a world still grappling with ideological polarization, economic uncertainty, and rapid technological change,
*The Age of Extremes* provides lessons that resonate deeply. Here’s why this book continues to attract
readers and scholars alike:

- **Comprehensive Scope:** Few histories capture the complexity of the 20th century with such breadth and
depth.
- **Balanced Critique:** Hobsbawm neither romanticizes nor condemns outright but offers nuanced
interpretations.
- **Accessible Style:** Despite its scholarly rigor, the book is engaging and readable for general audiences.
- **Historical Context:** Understanding past extremes helps contextualize current global challenges, from
political upheaval to economic crises.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Age of Extremes

- **Take Your Time:** The book is dense with information; reading it in sections can help absorb the details.
- **Supplement with Documentaries:** Visual media about the World Wars, Cold War, and 20th-century
culture can enrich your understanding.
- **Discuss with Others:** History is interpreted differently by readers; joining book clubs or forums can offer
new perspectives.
- **Cross-Reference:** Compare Hobsbawm’s interpretations with other historians to appreciate different
viewpoints on controversial events.

Impact and Legacy of Eric Hobsbawm The Age of Extremes

Since its publication, *The Age of Extremes* has become a fundamental text in historical studies, influencing
both academic research and popular history writing. It has shaped how people think about the century’s defining
events and continues to spark debate about the nature of progress and catastrophe.

Many historians credit Hobsbawm with bridging the gap between academic history and public understanding. His
ability to connect large-scale political and economic trends with human stories makes his work enduringly
powerful.

Whether you are a student, history enthusiast, or casual reader, engaging with *The Age of Extremes* offers
a deeper appreciation of the forces that have shaped the modern world.

---

Eric Hobsbawm’s *The Age of Extremes* invites us to reflect on how history’s darkest and brightest moments
are intertwined. It’s a reminder that extremes—whether in politics, economics, or culture—often arise from the
same roots and that understanding them is key to navigating the complexities of our own times.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Age of Extremes' by Eric Hobsbawm about?

'The Age of Extremes' is a historical analysis of the twentieth century, covering major political, social, and
economic events from 1914 to 1991, written by historian Eric Hobsbawm.

Who was Eric Hobsbawm?

Eric Hobsbawm was a British historian known for his works on the history of the 19th and 20th centuries,
particularly focusing on social and economic history.

When was 'The Age of Extremes' published?

'The Age of Extremes' was first published in 1994.

What time period does 'The Age of Extremes' cover?

The book covers the period from 1914, the start of World War I, to 1991, the end of the Cold War and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union.

Why is the 20th century called the 'Age of Extremes' according to
Hobsbawm?

Hobsbawm refers to the 20th century as the 'Age of Extremes' due to the unprecedented political upheavals,
wars, economic crises, and ideological conflicts that shaped the era.

What are some key themes in 'The Age of Extremes'?

Key themes include totalitarianism, the World Wars, the Cold War, decolonization, economic development and
crises, and the rise and fall of ideologies.

How does Hobsbawm view the impact of the Cold War in 'The Age of
Extremes'?

Hobsbawm analyzes the Cold War as a period of ideological conflict and tension that shaped global politics
and society, ultimately leading to significant changes with the fall of the Soviet Union.

What is Hobsbawm's perspective on capitalism in 'The Age of Extremes'?

Hobsbawm critiques capitalism's fluctuations throughout the 20th century, highlighting both its economic
growth phases and the crises that resulted in social and political instability.

How does 'The Age of Extremes' address cultural changes in the 20th
century?

The book discusses cultural shifts including the rise of mass media, changes in social norms, and the impact of
technological advancements on everyday life.



Is 'The Age of Extremes' considered a definitive history of the 20th century?

'The Age of Extremes' is widely regarded as a seminal and comprehensive analysis of the 20th century, though
some critics debate Hobsbawm's interpretations and ideological perspectives.

Additional Resources
Eric Hobsbawm: The Age of Extremes – A Critical Examination of the Twentieth Century

eric hobsbawm the age of extremes stands as one of the most influential historical analyses of the tumultuous
twentieth century. Published in 1994, this work by the renowned British historian Eric Hobsbawm offers a
sweeping overview of the “short twentieth century,” spanning from 1914 to 1991. By dissecting the political,
social, economic, and cultural upheavals of this era, Hobsbawm provides readers with a comprehensive lens
through which to understand the forces that shaped modern history. This article delves into Hobsbawm's
interpretation, its critical reception, and the enduring relevance of The Age of Extremes in contemporary
historical discourse.

Contextualizing Eric Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes

Eric Hobsbawm was already a towering figure in historiography by the time he wrote The Age of Extremes.
Known for his Marxist perspective and his detailed studies of the nineteenth century, particularly in works like
The Age of Revolution and The Age of Capital, Hobsbawm turned his analytical prowess to the twentieth
century in this volume. The subtitle, "The Short Twentieth Century, 1914–1991," reflects his view that the
century was bounded by two world wars and the ideological conflicts surrounding them.

The book is divided into three parts: "The Age of Catastrophe," "The Golden Age," and "The Landslide." Each
section tackles a distinct phase marked by crises, recovery, and decline, respectively. This tripartite structure
helps readers navigate the complex historical narrative of a century marked by extremes—wars, revolutions,
ideological battles, economic booms, and busts.

The Age of Catastrophe: War and Revolution

Hobsbawm opens the narrative with the catastrophic impact of World War I, which he views as a pivotal
moment that shattered the relative stability of the nineteenth century. The war’s unprecedented scale and
devastation ushered in political revolutions, most notably in Russia, and set the stage for ideological
conflicts that would dominate the century. Hobsbawm's analysis extends beyond military history to explore
the social and economic consequences of the war, including the breakdown of empires and the rise of new nation-
states.

In this section, Hobsbawm also examines the interwar period, marked by economic instability and the rise of
totalitarian regimes. His treatment of the Great Depression and the ascent of fascism and communism highlights
the ideological polarization that defined much of the century’s first half. Importantly, Hobsbawm does not shy
away from critiquing both capitalist and communist systems, offering a balanced view that underscores the
complexities of political power during this era.

The Golden Age: Postwar Recovery and Growth

Following the devastation of the first half of the century, Hobsbawm identifies the post-World War II period
as the "Golden Age," characterized by unprecedented economic growth, technological innovation, and relative
political stability in the West. This era, roughly spanning from 1945 to the early 1970s, saw the emergence
of the welfare state, advances in education and healthcare, and a surge in living standards.



Hobsbawm’s exploration of this period reveals the paradoxes inherent in the capitalist democracies’ success,
including ongoing social inequalities and geopolitical tensions during the Cold War. He also highlights the role
of decolonization and the transformation of global power structures, emphasizing how former empires grappled
with the legacies of colonialism amid the broader context of economic prosperity.

The Landslide: Crisis and Decline

The final section, "The Landslide," examines the years from the 1970s onward, a period marked by economic
crises, political turmoil, and ideological disillusionment. Hobsbawm argues that this phase signaled the decline
of the postwar consensus, with the rise of neoliberalism, the weakening of labor movements, and the eventual
collapse of Soviet communism.

This analysis is particularly notable for its nuanced understanding of the Cold War’s end and the global
realignments that followed. Hobsbawm refrains from celebrating the triumph of liberal democracy uncritically;
instead, he points to the new challenges posed by globalization, economic inequality, and cultural
fragmentation. The Age of Extremes thus closes on a cautious note, warning against simplistic narratives of
progress.

Key Themes and Analytical Strengths

One of the primary strengths of Eric Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes lies in its integrative approach. Unlike
narrowly focused historical accounts, the book interweaves political, economic, and cultural threads to
present a holistic view of the twentieth century. Hobsbawm’s Marxist background informs his attention to
class dynamics and economic structures, but his writing remains accessible and engaging, appealing to both
scholars and general readers.

Historical Materialism and Ideological Critique

Hobsbawm’s application of historical materialism provides a critical framework for understanding the
century’s extremes. By emphasizing the material conditions underpinning political events, he challenges idealist
interpretations that prioritize individual agency or abstract ideologies alone. His critique of capitalism’s
crises and communism’s failures is grounded in economic realities rather than mere ideology, lending credibility
and depth to his arguments.

Comparative Perspectives and Global Scope

The Age of Extremes stands out for its global scope, moving beyond Eurocentric narratives to include
developments in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Hobsbawm’s treatment of decolonization, the Cold War in the
developing world, and the global economic shifts of the late twentieth century broadens the analytical
horizon. This comparative perspective enhances the book’s relevance for understanding contemporary global
issues rooted in historical processes.

Balancing Optimism and Pessimism

Hobsbawm strikes a careful balance between recognizing the achievements of the twentieth century and
acknowledging its profound tragedies. His discussion of technological progress, social reforms, and cultural
innovations is tempered by candid assessments of war, repression, and inequality. This balanced tone avoids the
pitfalls of triumphalist or defeatist histories, encouraging readers to grapple with the century’s



contradictions.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding The Age of Extremes

While widely praised, Eric Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes has not escaped criticism. Some scholars argue that
his Marxist lens sometimes leads to selective emphasis, particularly in his evaluations of Soviet communism and
Western capitalism. Critics have pointed out that Hobsbawm’s sympathy towards leftist movements
occasionally downplays authoritarian excesses or human rights abuses.

Others have noted that the book’s broad scope sometimes sacrifices depth, especially in complex regional
histories. For example, the nuanced realities of postcolonial states or the diversity of Cold War experiences
across different countries receive less detailed attention. These critiques suggest that while The Age of
Extremes is a monumental synthesis, it may require supplementation with more specialized studies for
comprehensive understanding.

Relevance in the Digital Age and Contemporary Scholarship

More than two decades after its publication, Eric Hobsbawm the age of extremes remains a foundational text
for students and historians seeking to comprehend the twentieth century’s complexity. Its methodological
approach—combining economic analysis, political history, and cultural insights—continues to influence
contemporary historiography.

In an era marked by renewed geopolitical tensions, global economic uncertainties, and cultural debates,
revisiting Hobsbawm’s insights offers valuable perspective. The book’s exploration of ideological polarization,
economic crises, and social movements resonates with current challenges, from rising populism to the legacy of
globalization.

Moreover, as digital archives and new historical methodologies emerge, scholars build upon Hobsbawm's work,
refining and contesting his interpretations. The Age of Extremes thus serves both as a historical monument and
a point of departure for ongoing inquiry into the forces shaping our world.

Integrating The Age of Extremes into Academic and Public Discourse

For educators and researchers, The Age of Extremes is a vital resource that bridges complex historical events
with accessible narrative. Its inclusion in university curricula worldwide underscores its pedagogical value,
fostering critical thinking about history’s multifaceted nature.

Public intellectuals and commentators also draw on Hobsbawm’s themes when discussing contemporary
societal shifts, demonstrating the book’s influence beyond academia. By situating current events within a
broader historical trajectory, The Age of Extremes encourages nuanced debate and informed reflection.

---

Eric Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes remains a landmark work that challenges readers to confront the
contradictions, tragedies, and achievements of the twentieth century. Through rigorous analysis and sweeping
narrative, it invites ongoing engagement with history’s most turbulent era, revealing patterns and lessons
that continue to shape our present and future.



Eric Hobsbawm The Age Of Extremes

  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Age of Extremes Eric J. Hobsbawm, 1994 An overview of
the history of the twentieth century reviews the legacy of two world wars, the Depression, the end of
colonialism, the Cold War, the collapse of the USSR, and the era's technological and scientific
advances.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Age of Extremes Eric J. Hobsbawm, 1994
Hobsbawm divides the century into the Age of Catastrophe, 1914-1945; the Golden Age, 1947-1973;
and the Landslide, 1973-1991 and moves data into an era whose revolutions have transformed us
more thoroughly than in any period--Publisher's description.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Age of Extremes Eric Hobsbawm, 1996-02-13
Dividing the century into the Age of Catastrophe, 1914–1950, the Golden Age, 1950–1973, and the
Landslide, 1973–1991, Hobsbawm marshals a vast array of data into a volume of unparalleled
inclusiveness, vibrancy, and insight, a work that ranks with his classics The Age of Empire and The
Age of Revolution. In the short century between 1914 and 1991, the world has been convulsed by
two global wars that swept away millions of lives and entire systems of government. Communism
became a messianic faith and then collapsed ignominiously. Peasants became city dwellers,
housewives became workers—and, increasingly leaders. Populations became literate even as new
technologies threatened to make print obsolete. And the driving forces of history swung from Europe
to its former colonies. Includes 32 pages of photos.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Age Of Extremes Eric Hobsbawm, 2020-02-06
THE AGE OF EXTREMES is eminent historian Eric Hobsbawm's personal vision of the twentieth
century. Remarkable in its scope, and breathtaking in its depth of knowledge, this immensely
rewarding book reviews the uniquely destructive and creative nature of the troubled twentieth
century and makes challenging predicitions for the future.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Origins of the Modern World Robert Marks, 2007
How did the modern world get to be the way it is? How did we come to live in a globalized,
industrialized, capitalistic set of nation-states? Moving beyond Eurocentric explanations and
histories that revolve around the rise of the West, distinguished historian Robert B. Marks explores
the roles of Asia, Africa, and the New World in the global story. He defines the modern world as
marked by industry, the nation state, interstate warfare, a large and growing gap between the
wealthiest and poorest parts of the world, and an escape from environmental constraints. Bringing
the saga to the present, Marks considers how and why the United States emerged as a world power
in the 20th century and the sole superpower by the 21st century; the powerful resurgence of Asia;
and the vastly changed relationship of humans to the environment.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Age of Capital Eric Hobsbawm, 1996-11-26 In this
book, Eric Hobsbawm chronicles the events and trends that led to the triumph of private enterprise
and its exponents in the years between 1848 and 1875. Along with Hobsbawm's other volumes, this
book constitutes and intellectual key to the origins of the world in which we now live. Although it
pulses with great events—failed revolutions, catastrophic wars, and a global depression—The Age of
Capital is most outstanding for its analyis of the trends that created the new order. With the sweep
and sophistication that have made him one of our greatest historians, Hobsbawm indentifies this
epoch's winners and losers, its institutions, ideologies, science, and religion.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Enduring Loss in Early Modern Germany Lynne Tatlock,
2010 Cross-disciplinary perspectives on responses to material and spiritual loss in early modern
Germany trace how individuals and communities registered, coped with, and made sense of
deprivation through a spectrum of activities, often turning loss into gain and acquiring agency.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: On History Eric J. Hobsbawm, 1997 Few historians have
done more to change the way we see the past than Eric Hobsbawm. From his early books on the
Industrial Revolution and European empires, to his magnificent study of the short twentieth century,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/eric-hobsbawm-the-age-of-extremes.pdf


The Age of Extremes, Hobsbawm has come to be known as one of the finest practitioners of his craft.
Available now for the first time in an affordable paperback edition, On History brings together his
most important essays on the study and practice of history. Ranging from early considerations of
history from below and the progress of history, to recent debate on the relevance of studying the
past, On History is an essential work from one of our preeminent thinkers.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: On the Edge of the New Century Eric J. Hobsbawm,
Antonio Polito, 2000 The sequel to The Age of Extremes by the best -known living historian in the
world (The Times, London). Eric Hobsbawm's The Age of Extremes was a remarkable phenomenon,
a book of serious and challenging historical analysis that became a worldwide bestseller. Now, On
the Edge of the New Century continues Hobsbawm's magisterial (The New York Times Book Review)
analysis of the twentieth century, asking crucial questions about our inheritance from the century of
conflict and its meanings for the years to come. Looking back over the last decade, Hobsbawm finds
the distinctions between internal and international conflicts and between the state of war and the
state of peace disappearing. He goes on to analyze the crisis of the multi-ethnic state and shows the
distortions of history involved in the creation of its myths. He expresses his anxiety over the system
of international relations between states that have so far ruled by colonialism and nuclear terror.
Hobsbawm then assesses the impact that a popular global culture has had on every aspect of life,
from happiness and social hierarchy to nutrition and the environment. Published this year
throughout the world, On the Edge of the New Century is a concise summary of the thinking of one
of the century's preeminent historians.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Revolutionaries Eric J. Hobsbawm, 2007 Recent years
have seen a remarkable growth of interest in revolution and social upheaval. This collection of
essays by distinguished historian and long-standing Marxist Eric Hobsbawm is a commentary and
critical retrospective on the revolutionary movements and ideas that dominated the twentieth
century, and which remain of crucial contemporary relevance. The essays here explore a broad
range of related topics including the history of communism, the influence of marxism, insurrection,
military coups and guerrilla warfare, and the role of intellectuals. This updated edition presents new
thoughts on anti-communist polemics and the Spanish Civil War. Written with clarity and masterly
assurance, Eric Hobsbawm's essays are indispensable for a true understanding both of
twentieth-century history and of the pattern of events today.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Rise of the Global Economy Michael Veseth,
2002 This volume is a comprehensive collection of critical essays on The Taming of the Shrew, and
includes extensive discussions of the play's various printed versions and its theatrical productions.
Aspinall has included only those essays that offer the most influential and controversial arguments
surrounding the play. The issues discussed include gender, authority, female autonomy and
unruliness, courtship and marriage, language and speech, and performance and theatricality.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Age of Extremes Eric J. Hobsbawm, 1996
Hobsbawm divides the century into the Age of Catastrophe, 1914-1945; the Golden Age, 1947-1973;
and the Landslide, 1973-1991 and moves data into an era whose revolutions have transformed us
more thoroughly than in any period--Publisher's description.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Fractured Times Eric Hobsbawm, 2014-05-06 Eric
Hobsbawm, who passed away in 2012, was one of the most brilliant and original historians of our
age. Through his work, he observed the great twentieth-century confrontation between bourgeois fin
de siècle culture and myriad new movements and ideologies, from communism and extreme
nationalism to Dadaism to the emergence of information technology. In Fractured Times,
Hobsbawm, with characteristic verve, unpacks a century of cultural fragmentation. Hobsbawm
examines the conditions that both created the flowering of the belle époque and held the seeds of its
disintegration: paternalistic capitalism, globalization, and the arrival of a mass consumer society.
Passionate but never sentimental, he ranges freely across subjects as diverse as classical music, the
fine arts, rock music, and sculpture. He records the passing of the golden age of the “free
intellectual” and explores the lives of forgotten greats; analyzes the relationship between art and



totalitarianism; and dissects phenomena as diverse as surrealism, art nouveau, the emancipation of
women, and the myth of the American cowboy. Written with consummate imagination and skill,
Fractured Times is the last book from one of our greatest modern-day thinkers.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Interesting Times Eric Hobsbawm, 2007-12-18 Eric
Hobsbawm is considered by many to be our greatest living historian. Robert Heilbroner, writing
about Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes 1914-1991 said, “I know of no other account that sheds as
much light on what is now behind us, and thereby casts so much illumination on our possible
futures.” Skeptical, endlessly curious, and almost contemporary with the terrible “short century”
which is the subject of Age of Extremes, his most widely read book, Hobsbawm has, for eighty-five
years, been committed to understanding the “interesting times” through which he has lived. Hitler
came to power as Hobsbawm was on his way home from school in Berlin, and the Soviet Union fell
while he was giving a seminar in New York. He was a member of the Apostles at King’s College,
Cambridge, took E.M. Forster to hear Lenny Bruce, and demonstrated with Bertrand Russell against
nuclear arms in Trafalgar Square. He translated for Che Guevara in Havana, had Christmas dinner
with a Soviet master spy in Budapest and an evening at home with Mahalia Jackson in Chicago. He
saw the body of Stalin, started the modern history of banditry and is probably the only Marxist asked
to collaborate with the inventor of the Mars bar. Hobsbawm takes us from Britain to the countries
and cultures of Europe, to America (which he appreciated first through movies and jazz), to Latin
America, Chile, India and the Far East. With Interesting Times, we see the history of the twentieth
century through the unforgiving eye of one of its most intensely engaged participants, the
incisiveness of whose views we cannot afford to ignore in a world in which history has come to be
increasingly forgotten.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Oxford Handbook of European History, 1914-1945
Nicholas Doumanis, 2016-05-05 The period spanning the two World Wars was unquestionably the
most catastrophic in Europe's history. Despite such undeniably progressive developments as the
radical expansion of women's suffrage and rising health standards, the era was dominated by
political violence and chronic instability. Its symbols were Verdun, Guernica, and Auschwitz. By the
end of this dark period, tens of millions of Europeans had been killed and more still had been
displaced and permanently traumatized. If the nineteenth century gave Europeans cause to regard
the future with a sense of optimism, the early twentieth century had them anticipating the
destruction of civilization. The fact that so many revolutions, regime changes, dictatorships, mass
killings, and civil wars took place within such a compressed time frame suggests that Europe
experienced a general crisis. The Oxford Handbook of European History, 1914-1945 reconsiders the
most significant features of this calamitous age from a transnational perspective. It demonstrates
the degree to which national experiences were intertwined with those of other nations, and how
each crisis was implicated in wider regional, continental, and global developments. Readers will find
innovative and stimulating chapters on various political, social, and economic subjects by some of
the leading scholars working on modern European history today.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Memories and Representations of War Elena Lamberti,
Vita Fortunati, 2009 The contributors to this volume approach the World Wars as complex and
intertwined crossroads leading to the definition of a new European reality. While assessing the the
way the memories of the two World Wars have been readjusted each time in relation to the evolving
international historical setting and through various mediators of memory (cinema, literature, art and
monuments), the various essays contribute to unveil a cultural panorama inhabited by contrasting
memories.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: An Analysis of Tony Judt's Postwar Simon Young,
2017-07-05 Tony Judt was born in London in 1948, but spent most of his career in America. He
studied history at Cambridge and then earned his doctorate in France. His first major writings were
about France’s historical left-wing movements, particularly the French Socialist Party.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: Unsettled 1968 in the Troubled Present Aleksandra
Konarzewska, Anna Nakai, Michał Przeperski, 2019-10-14 Why does 1968 matter today? The authors



of this volume believe that it is a crucial point of reference for current developments, especially the
‘illiberal turn’ both in Europe and America. If we want to understand it, we need to look back into
1968 – the year that founded the cultural and political order of today’s world. The book consists of
the following four sections: '1968 and transnationality', '1968 and the transformation of meanings',
'Artistic representations of 1968', and '1968 and the European contemporaity'. This is followed by an
afterword from the significant keynote speaker at the conference Unsettled 1968: Origins – Myth –
Impact in June 2018 in Tübingen, Germany: Irena Grudzinska-Gross, herself a Polish ‘68er’, reflects
upon the conference and leaves remarks on her 50 years of engagement with what happened in
1968.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Making and Unmaking of the Chinese Radical
Right, 1918–1951 Nagatomi Hirayama, 2022-06-23 Examines the Chinese Youth Party's pivotal
role in the making and unmaking of the radical right in Republican China.
  eric hobsbawm the age of extremes: The Worlding Project Christopher Leigh Connery, Rob
Wilson, 2007-10-30 Globalization discourse now presumes that the “world space” is entirely at the
mercy of market norms and forms promulgated by reactionary U.S. policies. An academic but
accessible set of studies, this wide range of essays by noted scholars challenges this paradigm with
diverse and strong arguments. Taking on topics that range from the medieval Mediterranean to
contemporary Jamaican music, from Hong Kong martial arts cinema to Taiwanese politics, writers
such as David Palumbo-Liu, Meaghan Morris, James Clifford, and others use innovative cultural
studies to challenge the globalization narrative with a new and trenchant tactic called “worlding.”
The book posits that world literature, cultural studies, and disciplinary practices must be “worlded”
into expressions from disparate critical angles of vision, multiple frameworks, and field practices as
yet emerging or unidentified. This opens up a major rethinking of historical “givens” from Rob
Wilson’s reinvention of “The White Surfer Dude” to Sharon Kinoshita’s “Deprovincializing the Middle
Ages.” Building on the work of cultural critics like Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, and Kenneth Burke,
The Worlding Project is an important manifesto that aims to redefine the aesthetics and politics of
postcolonial globalization withalternative forms and frames of global becoming.
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