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Edward Gorey The Gashlycrumb Tinies: A Darkly Delightful Classic in Illustrated Literature

edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies is a phrase that instantly conjures images of quirky, macabre, and
whimsically grim illustrations coupled with dark humor. This iconic work by Edward Gorey has
captivated readers and art enthusiasts alike since its publication in 1963. With its uniquely morbid charm
and poetic brevity, The Gashlycrumb Tinies stands as a testament to Gorey’s distinctive style—a blend of
Victorian gothic aesthetics, dry wit, and a fascination with the eerie side of childhood. If you’ve ever
wondered what makes this little book such a beloved classic, then dive in as we explore the intricate world
of Edward Gorey and his unforgettable alphabet of unfortunate children.

Who Was Edward Gorey?

Before delving into The Gashlycrumb Tinies, it’s worth understanding the man behind the pen. Edward
Gorey (1925–2000) was an American writer and artist known for his distinctive pen-and-ink drawings that
combine a sense of the macabre with a peculiar delicacy. His work often features Victorian and Edwardian
settings, with characters caught in bizarre, often unsettling scenarios. Gorey’s style defies simple
classification; his art is both elegant and eerie, humorous and haunting.

Gorey’s influence extends beyond The Gashlycrumb Tinies. He illustrated numerous books, designed sets
for theater productions, and even created the opening sequence for the 1977 PBS series Mystery!. Despite
his sometimes dark themes, his work appeals to all ages, blending literary sophistication with playful
nonsense.

The Gashlycrumb Tinies: An Alphabet of Affliction

At its core, The Gashlycrumb Tinies is an abecedarium—a book that presents the alphabet in a unique
narrative form. However, instead of the usual sunny or educational approach, Gorey introduces readers to
twenty-six children, each meeting a grim fate. Each letter corresponds to a child’s name and their
untimely demise, delivered in a concise rhyming couplet.

A Closer Look at the Format

The book’s format is deceptively simple: two-page spreads, each containing a letter, a brief rhyming
couplet, and an intricately detailed black-and-white illustration capturing the event. For example:



- "A is for Amy who fell down the stairs."
- "B is for Basil assaulted by bears."

This structure cleverly juxtaposes the innocence of an ABC book with dark humor and gothic tragedy,
creating an unsettling yet captivating reading experience.

Why Is It So Popular?

The appeal of The Gashlycrumb Tinies lies in its perfect balance between morbidity and whimsy. Here are
a few reasons why it has remained a cult favorite:

Unique Artistic Style: Gorey’s delicate cross-hatching and detailed drawings evoke a timeless,
otherworldly atmosphere.

Dark Humor: The playful tone of the rhymes contrasts with the grim subject matter, producing a
black comedy effect.

Memorable Characters: Each child’s name and fate are distinct, making the book endlessly quotable
and referential.

Ambiguity and Imagination: The brevity invites readers to imagine the stories behind each incident,
enhancing engagement.

Edward Gorey’s Influence on Gothic and Dark Humor Art

Edward Gorey’s work, especially The Gashlycrumb Tinies, paved the way for a resurgence of interest in
gothic art and dark humor in popular culture. His aesthetic has inspired a wide range of artists, writers, and
filmmakers.

Legacy in Literature and Illustration

Many contemporary illustrators who blend whimsy with the macabre cite Gorey as a primary influence.
His unique approach to storytelling through images and sparse text has become a model for graphic novels
and illustrated poetry alike. The Gashlycrumb Tinies’ playful yet unsettling tone can be seen in works by
authors like Tim Burton and Neil Gaiman.



Impact on Popular Culture

The book’s influence extends beyond literature into fashion, design, and even music. Gorey’s distinct visual
motifs—top hats, Victorian attire, and shadowy figures—have become emblematic of a particular gothic
sensibility. References to The Gashlycrumb Tinies appear in TV shows, album art, and alternative culture,
demonstrating its lasting cultural resonance.

Understanding the Themes Behind The Gashlycrumb Tinies

While on the surface The Gashlycrumb Tinies may seem like a morbid joke, it subtly explores deeper
themes about childhood, mortality, and the inevitability of fate.

Mortality and Childhood

By pairing the innocence of an alphabet book with the finality of death, Gorey creates a poignant
commentary on the fragility of life. The children’s bizarre demises are exaggerated yet symbolic,
reminding readers that life’s unpredictability spares no one.

Dark Humor as a Coping Mechanism

The grim humor in The Gashlycrumb Tinies can be seen as a way to confront uncomfortable truths.
Laughing at the absurdity of misfortune allows readers to process fear and loss in a less threatening context.

Victorian and Edwardian Nostalgia

Gorey’s choice of setting and style evokes a bygone era, adding a layer of nostalgic eeriness. This historical
ambiance enhances the book’s gothic atmosphere and reflects society’s fascination with death and mourning
rituals from those periods.

Tips for Appreciating and Collecting The Gashlycrumb Tinies

If you’re new to Edward Gorey or thinking about acquiring a copy of The Gashlycrumb Tinies, here are
some pointers to deepen your appreciation:



Read Aloud: The rhymes have a rhythm that’s fun to vocalize, enhancing the playful tone despite
the dark content.

Study the Illustrations: Each drawing is packed with subtle details—look closely to catch hidden
elements and visual jokes.

Explore Gorey’s Other Works: Books like The Doubtful Guest and Amphigorey offer similar delights
for fans of his style.

Collect Different Editions: Over the years, various printings and special editions have been released,
some featuring unique cover art or bonus content.

Join Communities: Online forums and fan groups often share interpretations and fan art, which can
enrich your understanding and enjoyment.

The Artistic Techniques Behind The Gashlycrumb Tinies

Edward Gorey was a master of pen-and-ink illustration, and The Gashlycrumb Tinies showcases his skill in
creating mood and texture with minimal color.

Cross-Hatching and Line Work

Gorey’s signature cross-hatching technique builds depth and shadow, giving each scene a rich, tactile
quality. This method allows the illustrations to feel both detailed and delicate, reinforcing the book’s eerie
yet elegant vibe.

Composition and Framing

Each two-page spread is carefully composed, balancing text and image to guide the reader’s eye. Gorey
often uses framing devices, such as curtains or architectural elements, that suggest a theatrical presentation,
as if each child’s fate is a staged performance.

Monochrome Palette

The stark black-and-white imagery strips away distractions and focuses attention on form, expression, and



atmosphere. This choice enhances the gothic tone and timelessness of the work.

Why The Gashlycrumb Tinies Remains Relevant Today

Despite being published over half a century ago, Edward Gorey’s The Gashlycrumb Tinies continues to
resonate with modern audiences. Its blend of humor, art, and storytelling appeals to those who appreciate
literature that challenges conventional norms.

In an age where children’s media often leans heavily on positivity and safety, Gorey’s work offers a
refreshing—if unsettling—reminder of life’s complexities. The interplay of innocence and darkness
encourages readers to embrace ambiguity and find beauty in the unexpected.

Moreover, the rise of gothic aesthetics and alternative humor in contemporary culture has only amplified
interest in Gorey’s legacy. From tattoo art to indie fashion, the influence of The Gashlycrumb Tinies can be
seen across creative disciplines, proving that Edward Gorey’s vision is as enduring as it is unique.

In exploring Edward Gorey’s The Gashlycrumb Tinies, one not only discovers a charmingly dreadful
alphabet book but also gains insight into the power of art to blend whimsy with mortality, inviting us to
see the world through a lens both quaint and curious.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Edward Gorey, the author of The Gashlycrumb Tinies?
Edward Gorey was an American writer and artist known for his macabre and whimsical illustrated books,
including The Gashlycrumb Tinies.

What is The Gashlycrumb Tinies about?
The Gashlycrumb Tinies is an illustrated alphabet book by Edward Gorey that humorously depicts the
deaths of 26 children, each representing a letter of the alphabet.

When was The Gashlycrumb Tinies first published?
The Gashlycrumb Tinies was first published in 1963.

Why is The Gashlycrumb Tinies considered a classic in dark humor



literature?
The Gashlycrumb Tinies is considered a classic because of its unique blend of dark humor, gothic
illustration style, and clever use of the alphabet format to tell morbid stories.

What art style did Edward Gorey use in The Gashlycrumb Tinies?
Edward Gorey used a detailed pen-and-ink drawing style with a gothic and Victorian aesthetic in The
Gashlycrumb Tinies.

How has The Gashlycrumb Tinies influenced popular culture?
The Gashlycrumb Tinies has influenced popular culture by inspiring artists, writers, and filmmakers with
its dark humor and unique visual storytelling.

Are there any adaptations or merchandise based on The Gashlycrumb
Tinies?
Yes, The Gashlycrumb Tinies has inspired merchandise such as prints, apparel, and even stage adaptations
that celebrate Edward Gorey's distinctive style.

What themes are explored in The Gashlycrumb Tinies?
The Gashlycrumb Tinies explores themes of mortality, innocence lost, and the macabre, all delivered with
a darkly comic tone.

Additional Resources
Edward Gorey The Gashlycrumb Tinies: A Darkly Whimsical Exploration of Childhood

edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies stands as a hallmark of macabre children’s literature, blending gothic
aesthetics with morbid humor in a uniquely compelling fashion. Since its original publication in 1963, The
Gashlycrumb Tinies has captivated readers with its eerie alphabet book format, chronicling the untimely
demises of 26 children, each corresponding to a letter of the alphabet. This work exemplifies Edward
Gorey’s distinctive artistic voice and has become a touchstone for those interested in the intersection of dark
whimsy and illustrative storytelling.

Edward Gorey and the Genesis of The Gashlycrumb Tinies

Edward Gorey, an American writer and artist, was known for his pen-and-ink drawings, which often



evoked a Victorian Gothic atmosphere tinged with black comedy. His fascination with the macabre and his
talent for intricate, cross-hatched illustrations culminated in The Gashlycrumb Tinies, a work that
simultaneously parodies traditional children’s alphabet books and subverts their innocence by portraying
grim fates.

The Gashlycrumb Tinies is structured as an abecedarium, where each letter introduces a character who
meets a bizarre and fatal end. For example, "A is for Amy who fell down the stairs," or "B is for Basil
assaulted by bears." This juxtaposition of childlike format with morbid content is emblematic of Gorey’s
ability to challenge literary conventions.

In-depth Analysis of The Gashlycrumb Tinies

Artistic Style and Visual Impact

One of the most striking aspects of Edward Gorey the Gashlycrumb Tinies is its distinctive artistic style.
Gorey employs fine, meticulous cross-hatching and a monochromatic palette, which intensifies the eerie
and timeless atmosphere. His illustrations are reminiscent of early 20th-century etchings, evoking a sense
of nostalgia while also unsettling the viewer.

Unlike colorful children’s books, Gorey’s use of black and white creates a stark contrast that emphasizes the
grim nature of the text. The characters are depicted in period clothing, often Victorian or Edwardian,
further adding to the gothic ambiance. The muted visuals invite readers to focus closely on the details,
encouraging repeated examination of each page.

Literary and Thematic Elements

The Gashlycrumb Tinies operates on multiple thematic levels. On the surface, it is a darkly humorous
alphabet book, but beneath lies a commentary on the fragility of childhood and mortality. The poem-like
text is succinct yet evocative, employing rhyme and rhythm that mimic traditional nursery rhymes,
which makes the morbid content more impactful.

Gorey’s work also plays with the conventions of children’s literature by introducing morbidity where
innocence is expected. This subversion invites readers to reconsider the boundaries of genre and audience,
questioning why certain themes are taboo in children’s books. The blend of whimsy and death creates a
tension that is both disturbing and fascinating.



Comparisons to Other Works in Children’s Literature

While The Gashlycrumb Tinies is unique, it shares thematic resonances with other works that explore
dark humor and death in the context of childhood. For instance, Roald Dahl’s stories often feature grim fates
for children but are presented with more overt humor and narrative complexity. Similarly, Edward
Gorey’s later work, such as The Doubtful Guest, continues to explore gothic whimsy but with less emphasis
on mortality.

In contrast to traditional alphabet books designed purely for education and innocence, The Gashlycrumb
Tinies occupies a niche that appeals to both adults and children who appreciate gothic art and literature. Its
cult status has influenced a variety of artistic and literary adaptations, underscoring its importance beyond
its original format.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of Edward Gorey The
Gashlycrumb Tinies

The influence of Edward Gorey the Gashlycrumb Tinies extends into various cultural spheres, from
literature to fashion and even music. Gorey’s aesthetic has inspired designers and artists who gravitate
toward gothic and vintage motifs. Additionally, the book has been referenced in numerous pop culture
contexts, symbolizing a blend of innocence and darkness.

Enduring Appeal Among Readers and Collectors

Collectors highly prize original editions of The Gashlycrumb Tinies due to its distinctive style and limited
print runs. The book’s compact size and unique format make it a sought-after item among fans of illustrated
books and macabre art. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to provoke thought and emotion through
concise storytelling and haunting imagery.

Moreover, educators and literary critics have examined the book as an example of how children’s literature
can challenge societal norms and engage with complex themes. Its presence in academic discussions
highlights its significance beyond entertainment.

Adaptations and Modern Interpretations

While The Gashlycrumb Tinies has not been widely adapted into mainstream media, its influence is
evident in various artistic reinterpretations. Some theater companies have staged readings or performances
inspired by Gorey’s work, emphasizing its dramatic and poetic qualities. Additionally, graphic artists



continue to draw inspiration from Gorey’s style, creating new works that echo his gothic sensibility.

The book’s themes have also found resonance in contemporary discussions about childhood, mortality, and
the role of dark humor in literature. This ongoing relevance ensures that Edward Gorey the Gashlycrumb
Tinies remains a vital part of literary and artistic conversation.

Key Features and Considerations When Exploring The
Gashlycrumb Tinies

Format: A compact, illustrated alphabet book with 26 illustrated entries.

Style: Black-and-white pen-and-ink drawings with gothic and Victorian influences.

Theme: Morbid humor, death, childhood innocence subverted.

Audience: Appeals to adults interested in gothic art as well as mature children and collectors.

Availability: Original editions are collectible; reprints and digital versions are accessible.

Despite its brevity, The Gashlycrumb Tinies offers a rich and layered experience, blending visual art and
poetry in a manner that few children’s books dare to attempt. Its balance of whimsy and darkness invites
readers to reflect on mortality through a uniquely playful lens.

Edward Gorey’s legacy, bolstered by works like The Gashlycrumb Tinies, continues to influence the
realms of illustration and literature, proving that even the darkest themes can be approached with
creativity and wit.

Edward Gorey The Gashlycrumb Tinies

  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Gashlycrumb Tinies, Or, After the Outing Edward
Gorey, 1997 A new, small-format edition of one of Gorey's dark masterpieces of surreal morality
(Vanity Fair) - a witty, disquieting journey through the alphabet. -- Provided by the publisher
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Gashlycrumb Tinies Edward Gorey, 2018-11 No
Marketing Blurb
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Edward Gorey - The Gashlycrumb Tinies , 1997-01-01
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Gashlycrumb Tinies Edward Gorey, 2013
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Gashlycrumb Tinies Edward Gorey,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/edward-gorey-the-gashlycrumb-tinies.pdf


  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Amphigorey Edward Gorey, 1980-01-28 An illustrated
collection of 15 macabre short stories. In this gorgeously detailed volume, American artist and
author Edward Gorey accents amphigory (nonsense verse or composition) with his signature
cross-hatched pen-and-ink drawings. A mix of poetry and prose, light-hearted and decidedly more
morbid storytelling, the book is sure to satisfy both fans of art and lovers of short stories alike.
Stories included: The Unstrung Harp The Listing Attic The Doubtful Guest The Object Lesson The
Bug Book The Fatal Lozenge The Hapless Child The Curious Sofa The Willowdale Handcar The
Gashlycrumb Tinies The Insect God The West Wing The Wuggly Ump The Sinking Spell The
Remembered Visit
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: 2003 Edward Gorey: the Gashlycrumb Tinies Diary
Active Parenting Publishers, 2002-09 Gorey's wan, haunted kidlets meet their ends in wildly diverse
ways in the service of his cautionary couplets, in this darkly amusing engagement calendar for 2003.
Twenty-six images enhance weekly grids, full-page monthly grids, and spreads showing the months
of 2003 and 2004.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Gashlycrumb Tinies, Or, After the Outing , 2019
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Gashlycrumb Tinies Edward Gorey, 2007
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Amphigorey Edward Gorey, 1972 Collects fifteen
works by the U.S. artist and author Edward Gorey, providing a journey into a macabre world. --
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Ascending Peculiarity Edward Gorey, 2001 A vivid
self-portrait in words of one of the great American artists of the twentieth century. Designed to
appeal to Gorey lovers as well as those seeking an introduction to his work, Ascending Peculiarity
includes reproductions of previously unpublished drawings and photographs. Edited by Karen
Wilkin. Edward Gorey's extraordinary and disconcerting books are avidly sought and treasured
throughout the world, but until now little has been known about the man himself. While he was
notoriously protective of his privacy, Gorey did grant dozens of interviews over the course of his life.
And as the conversations collected in this book demonstrate, he proved to be unfailingly charming,
gracious, and fascinating. Here is Gorey in his own words, ruminating on everything from French
symbolist poetry to soap operas, from George Balanchine and the unique beauty of ballet to
Victorian photographs of dead children. We meet the artist in his ramshackle book-lined studio in
Manhattan and his equally bizarre house on Cape Cod. We listen as he describes his legendary
upbringing and vast range of influences, as well as how he managed to work amid all his cats.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Gorey Secrets Malcolm Whyte, 2021-11-01 Edward
Gorey (1925–2000) was a fascinating and prolific author and artist. Of the one hundred delightful
and fascinating books that Gorey wrote and illustrated, he rarely revealed their specific inspirations
or their meanings. Where did his intriguing ideas come from? In Gorey Secrets: Artistic and Literary
Inspirations behind Divers Books by Edward Gorey, Malcolm Whyte utilizes years of thorough
research to tell an engrossing, revealing story about Gorey’s unique works. Exploring a sampling of
Gorey’s eclectic writings, from The Beastly Baby and The Iron Tonic to The Curious Sofa and
Dracula, Whyte uncovers influences of Herman Melville, Agatha Christie, Edward Lear, the I Ching,
William Hogarth, Rene Magritte, Hokusai, French cinema, early toy books, eighteenth-century
religious tracts for children, and much more. With an enlightening preface by Gorey collaborator
and scholar Peter F. Neumeyer, Gorey Secrets brings important, uncharted insight into the genius of
Edward Gorey and is a welcome addition to collections of both the seasoned Gorey reader and those
who are just discovering his captivating books.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Tim Burton Encyclopedia Samuel J. Umland,
2015-09-28 Tim Burton is one of the most inventive filmmakers in the world. From his early work as
an animator for Disney studios to his distinctive takes on iconic characters like Batman and Alice in
Wonderland, Burton’s skewed vision of the world has informed all of his films. Imbuing his films with
a comically dark tone, Burton provides a twisted slant on conventional storytelling. In The Tim
Burton Encyclopedia, Samuel J. Umland looks at all aspects of this idiosyncratic storyteller’s films,
which frequently display childlike wonder and a macabre humor. Entries in this volume focus on



Burton’s artistic inspirations as well as creative personnel behind the camera, including writers,
cinematographers, costume designers, art directors, and other collaborators, notably his frequent
composer Danny Elfman. Recurring actors are also represented, such as Michael Keaton, Helena
Bonham-Carter, Jack Nicholson, and, of course, Johnny Depp. Film entries include all of his features
such as Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure, Beetlejuice, Edward Scissorhands, Ed Wood, Big Fish, and Dark
Shadows. Each entry is followed by a bibliography of published sources, both in print and online.
Featuring entries focused on every stage of Burton’s career—including early animated shorts like
Frankenweenie and his work as a producer—this volume provides indispensable information about
one of the most distinctive filmmakers of the past three decades. Comprehensive and entertaining,
The Tim Burton Encyclopedia will appeal to scholars, researchers, and fans of this singular
director’s work.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: E Is for Edward The Edward Gorey Charitable Trust,
Gregory Hischak, 2025-09-30 A sweeping, gorgeously produced celebration of beloved American
writer, artist, and illustrator Edward Gorey on his 100th birthday. Issued by the Edward Gorey
Charitable Trust and produced in creative partnership with The Edward Gorey House. For more than
seven decades, Edward Gorey's work has delighted fans of all ages and inspired artists across
multiple disciplines. His collection of self-authored books, which comprises more than 100 volumes
including The Gashlycrumb Tinies and The Doubtful Guest, remains a profoundly radical and
uncompromised body of work. Viewed either separately or in their entirety, these works represent
one of the most unique voices in American arts and letters. E Is for Edward celebrates Edward Gorey
as author, illustrator, humorist, playwright, printmaker, fabric artist, and stage designer,
showcasing the vast array of material he created between 1953 and his death in 2000. Curated by
Gregory Hischak, Director of The Edward Gorey House, the book is organized by major themes and
topics that characterize Gorey's work including hapless children, mutant menageries, the murder
mystery, the ballet, sartorial elegance, stylized decor, and the many recurring motifs and latent
symbolism that underlie these subjects. In addition, Hischak offers a look into the pages of the
dozens of rarely-viewed notebooks kept by Gorey throughout his lifetime. Illustrated with hundreds
of original pieces of art and archival material, E Is for Edward is a must-have for every fan and the
most comprehensive, in-depth exploration of Gorey's art in more than a decade.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Gorey's Worlds Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art,
Erin Monroe, Robert Greskovic, Arnold Arluke, Kevin Shortsleeve, 2018-03-13 Published on the
occasion of the exhibition Gorey's Worlds, organized by the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Unpacking My Library Leah Price, 2011-11-29 As
words and stories are increasingly disseminated through digital means, the significance of the book
as object—whether pristine collectible or battered relic—is growing as well. Unpacking My Library:
Writers and Their Books spotlights the personal libraries of thirteen favorite novelists who share
their collections with readers. Stunning photographs provide full views of the libraries and close-ups
of individual volumes: first editions, worn textbooks, pristine hardcovers, and childhood companions.
In her introduction, Leah Price muses on the history and future of the bookshelf, asking what books
can tell us about their owners and what readers can tell us about their collections. Supplementing
the photographs are Price's interviews with each author, which probe the relation of writing to
reading, collecting, and arranging books. Each writer provides a list of top ten favorite titles,
offering unique personal histories along with suggestions for every bibliophile. Unpacking My
Library: Writers and Their Books features the personal libraries of Alison Bechdel, Stephen Carter,
Junot Díaz, Rebecca Goldstein and Steven Pinker, Lev Grossman and Sophie Gee, Jonathan Lethem,
Claire Messud and James Wood, Philip Pullman, Gary Shteyngart, and Edmund White.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Amphigorey Too Edward Gorey, 1980-05-08 This
follow-up to the darkly humorous Amphigorey is wittier, more macabre, and more wondrous than
ever. Master illustrator and iconic gothic storyteller Edward Gorey gives his fans 20 more
nonsensically and mind-bending tales that draw fans and unsuspecting newcomers into a world only
he can create. Gorey’s pen-and-ink drawings spur the imagination and satisfy fans of art and the



good storytelling. Some of the 20 stories in this collection include: “The Beastly Baby” “The Pious
Infant” “The Evil Garden” “The Inanimate Tragedy” “The Osbick Bird” “The Deranged Cousins” “The
Abandoned Sock” “Story for Sara” “A Limerick”
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Amphigorey Also Edward Gorey, 1993 Drawings
(including thirty-two pages in color), captions, and verse showcasing Gorey's unique talents and
humor. The Glorious Nosebleed, The Utter Zoo, The Epiplectic Bicycle, and fourteen other
selections.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: Frontiers in American Children’s Literature
Dorothy Clark, Linda Salem, 2016-02-29 Frontiers in American Children’s Literature is a
groundbreaking work by both established and emerging scholars in the fields of children’s literature
criticism, history, and education. It offers 18 essays which explore and critically examine the
expanding canon of American children’s books against the backdrop of a social history comprised of
a deep layering of trauma and struggle, redefining what equality and freedom mean. The book
charts new ground in how children’s literature is telling stories of historical trauma – the racial
violence of American slavery, the Mexican Repatriation Act, and the oppression and violence against
African Americans in light of such murders as in the AME Mother Emanuel Church and the shooting
of Michael Brown. This new frontier explores how truth telling about racism, oppression, and
genocide communicates with the young about violence and freedom in literature, transforming harsh
truths into a moral vision. Frontiers in American Children’s Literature will be an instant classic for
fans of children’s and adolescent literature, American literature, cultural studies, and students of
literature in general, as well as teachers and prospective teachers. Those interested in art history,
graphic novels, picture book art, African American and American Indian literature, the digital
humanities, and new media will also find this volume compelling. Authors and artists covered in
these essays include Laurie Halse Anderson, M.T. Anderson, Paolo Bacigalupi, Louise Erdrich, Eric
Gansworth, Edward Gorey, Russell Hoban, Ellen Hopkins, Patricia Polacco, Ann Rinaldi, Peter Sís,
Lynd Ward, and Naomi Wolf, among others. Essayists examine their subjects’ most provocative
works on the topics of realistic depictions of slavery, oppression, and trauma, and the triumph of
truth in storytelling over these experiences. From The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing to The
Birchbark House, from the graphic novel to picture books and the digital humanities in teaching and
reading, there is something for everyone in this collection. Contributors include leaders in the fields
of literature and education, such as the award-winning Katherine Capshaw and Anastasia Ulanowicz.
Margaret Noodin, poet and leader in American Indian scholarship and education, leads the essays on
American Indian children’s literature, while Steven Herb, Director of the Pennsylvania Center for
the Book and an affiliate of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, offers an insider’s
view of Caldecott Medal awardee Lynn Ward.
  edward gorey the gashlycrumb tinies: The Strange Case of Edward Gorey Alexander
Theroux, 2011-02-14 Drawing from a multitude of reference and his own personal relationship to
Gorey, literary heavyweight Alexander Theroux has accomplished an amazing feat of illuminating
the real Edward Gorey with ambiguity, wit, fervor and reverence, combined with honest and
clear-eyed appraisals of his work. No Gorey fan can be without it. Black-and-white illustrations and
photographs throughout.
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