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data 2000 law allows for the prescription of certain controlled substances under
regulated circumstances, revolutionizing the way medications are prescribed and dispensed
in the United States. Enacted in 2000, this federal legislation provides a legal framework for
practitioners to prescribe controlled substances via telemedicine, ensuring patient access
while maintaining strict oversight to prevent misuse and diversion. Understanding the
nuances of this law is essential for healthcare providers, patients, and policymakers alike.

What Is the Data 2000 Law?

The Data 2000 law, officially known as the Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000, was
introduced to address the growing need for accessible treatment of opioid dependence.
Before this act, prescribing certain controlled substances, particularly opioid agonists like
buprenorphine, was tightly restricted to specialized treatment programs. Data 2000 law
allows qualified physicians to prescribe these medications in office-based settings,
significantly expanding the reach of opioid addiction treatment.

Background and Purpose

The opioid epidemic has been a pressing public health crisis, prompting governments to
seek innovative solutions. Data 2000 law was designed to lower barriers for treatment by
authorizing physicians to treat opioid use disorder (OUD) with approved medications
outside of traditional methadone clinics. This shift not only improves patient convenience
but also reduces stigma and encourages more individuals to seek help.

Key Provisions of the Law

One of the pivotal aspects of the Data 2000 law allows for the prescription of
buprenorphine, a partial opioid agonist, by qualified practitioners who have received special
training and obtained waivers. This contrasts with methadone, which remains restricted to
federally licensed opioid treatment programs. The law also sets patient limits per provider,
ensuring careful monitoring and responsible prescribing.

Who Can Prescribe Under the Data 2000 Law?

Healthcare providers interested in prescribing under the Data 2000 law must meet specific



criteria. Primarily, physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants can obtain
waivers after completing required training and applying through the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

Training and Certification Requirements

To prescribe buprenorphine under Data 2000, healthcare providers need to complete
specialized training that covers addiction medicine, medication management, and
counseling techniques. This training ensures prescribers are equipped to manage patients
with opioid use disorder effectively and safely.

Patient Limits and Waivers

Initially, prescribers were limited to treating 30 patients at a time. However, subsequent
amendments have increased this number to 100 and, in some cases, up to 275 patients for
qualified providers. These limits help balance accessibility with quality of care and risk
management.

Data 2000 Law Allows for the Prescription of
Which Medications?

At its core, the Data 2000 law specifically targets medications that assist in opioid addiction
treatment. The most notable drug allowed under this act is buprenorphine, marketed under
various brand names such as Suboxone and Subutex.

Buprenorphine: A Game Changer in Opioid Treatment

Buprenorphine is a partial opioid agonist, meaning it activates opioid receptors in the brain
but to a lesser degree than full agonists like heroin or methadone. This property helps
reduce cravings and withdrawal symptoms without producing the intense high associated
with opioid abuse. Importantly, buprenorphine has a ceiling effect that lowers the risk of
respiratory depression, making it safer in overdose situations.

Combination Medications

Some formulations combine buprenorphine with naloxone, an opioid antagonist, to deter
misuse via injection. This combination is particularly effective in preventing abuse while
maintaining the medication’s therapeutic benefits.



Implications for Telemedicine and Remote
Prescribing

One of the groundbreaking outcomes of the Data 2000 law is its influence on telemedicine
practices. Especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, regulatory flexibility allowed providers
to prescribe buprenorphine remotely without an in-person evaluation, a move that
profoundly impacted access to addiction treatment.

Expanding Access Through Telehealth

Telemedicine reduces barriers such as transportation difficulties, stigma, and shortage of
local addiction specialists. Providers can conduct virtual assessments and manage
treatment plans, ensuring continuity of care for patients in underserved or rural areas.

Regulatory Challenges and Future Directions

While temporary waivers have facilitated telehealth prescribing, long-term policies are still
evolving. Stakeholders continue to debate balancing the need for access with safeguards
against diversion and misuse. The Data 2000 law serves as a foundation for these
discussions, highlighting the importance of adaptable, patient-centered addiction treatment
models.

How the Data 2000 Law Affects Patients and
Providers

The enactment of the Data 2000 law has had profound effects on both patients struggling
with opioid use disorder and the medical professionals treating them.

Benefits for Patients

Patients benefit from greater availability of treatment options in familiar healthcare settings
such as primary care offices. This integration reduces stigma and encourages early
intervention. Moreover, office-based treatment allows for more holistic care, addressing co-
occurring conditions alongside addiction.

Challenges for Providers

Providers must navigate regulatory requirements, complete specialized training, and
manage complex patient needs. Additionally, some clinicians express concerns about the



administrative burden and risk of patient non-compliance or diversion. Despite these
challenges, many find the ability to prescribe buprenorphine under Data 2000 empowering
and vital in combating the opioid crisis.

Tips for Healthcare Providers Prescribing Under
Data 2000 Law

For clinicians interested in leveraging the Data 2000 law to prescribe controlled substances
for opioid addiction treatment, here are some practical tips:

Complete required training: Ensure all educational requirements are met to obtain
the necessary waiver.

Understand patient eligibility: Screen patients carefully to determine suitability for
buprenorphine treatment.

Implement monitoring protocols: Use urine drug screens and regular follow-ups to
track treatment progress.

Coordinate care: Collaborate with counselors, social workers, and support networks
for comprehensive care.

Stay updated on regulations: Keep informed about federal and state laws that may
impact prescribing practices.

Broader Impact of the Data 2000 Law on Public
Health

Beyond individual treatment, the Data 2000 law has contributed to shifting societal and
healthcare perspectives on addiction. By legitimizing office-based medication-assisted
treatment (MAT), it has helped frame opioid use disorder as a chronic medical condition
rather than a moral failing. This paradigm shift promotes compassion, reduces stigma, and
encourages investment in evidence-based interventions.

Furthermore, expanding access to buprenorphine through this law has been linked to
reductions in opioid-related overdose deaths in communities where providers are actively
engaged in MAT programs. While challenges remain, Data 2000 represents a critical step
toward integrating addiction treatment into mainstream medicine.

---

Navigating the complexities of controlled substance prescribing is no small task, but the
Data 2000 law allows for the prescription of medications like buprenorphine in a way that



balances accessibility with safety. As the opioid crisis continues to evolve, understanding
and utilizing this law effectively remains a cornerstone of modern addiction treatment
strategies, offering hope and healing to countless individuals nationwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the DATA 2000 law?
The DATA 2000 law, enacted in 2000, allows qualified physicians to prescribe and dispense
FDA-approved Schedule III, IV, and V controlled substances for the treatment of opioid
addiction in office-based settings.

Who is eligible to prescribe medications under the
DATA 2000 law?
Physicians who obtain a waiver by completing specific training and applying to the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) are eligible to
prescribe buprenorphine for opioid addiction treatment under the DATA 2000 law.

What types of medications can be prescribed under the
DATA 2000 law?
Under the DATA 2000 law, qualified practitioners can prescribe FDA-approved Schedule III,
IV, and V medications, such as buprenorphine, for the treatment of opioid use disorder in
office-based settings.

How does the DATA 2000 law impact opioid addiction
treatment?
The DATA 2000 law expands access to opioid addiction treatment by allowing qualified
healthcare providers to prescribe certain controlled substances like buprenorphine outside
of specialized opioid treatment programs, facilitating office-based treatment.

Are there patient limits for prescribing under the DATA
2000 law?
Yes, under the DATA 2000 law, practitioners are initially limited to treating 30 patients with
buprenorphine for opioid addiction, with the possibility to apply for an increased limit of 100
or 275 patients based on experience and qualifications.

Additional Resources
Data 2000 Law Allows for the Prescription of Controlled Substances: An In-Depth Review



data 2000 law allows for the prescription of controlled substances under specific
regulatory frameworks aimed at balancing patient access to necessary medications with
the prevention of drug abuse and diversion. Enacted as part of the Drug Addiction
Treatment Act of 2000, the Data 2000 law fundamentally reshaped the way certain
medications, especially those used in opioid addiction treatment, can be prescribed by
qualified healthcare providers outside traditional opioid treatment programs. This
legislation has had profound implications for medical practice, public health, and regulatory
oversight in the United States.

Background and Purpose of the Data 2000 Law

The Data 2000 law was introduced in response to the burgeoning opioid epidemic and the
need for more accessible, effective treatment options for opioid use disorder (OUD). Prior to
this law, medications like methadone, widely used for opioid dependence treatment, were
restricted to tightly regulated opioid treatment programs (OTPs). This limited patient access
due to geographic, social, and regulatory barriers.

By allowing specially trained physicians to prescribe certain controlled substances,
including buprenorphine, in office-based settings, the Data 2000 law aimed to decentralize
treatment and integrate addiction management into mainstream medical care. This shift
represented a pivotal moment in addressing substance use disorders with evidence-based
pharmacotherapy.

Scope of Prescription Under Data 2000

The primary focus of the Data 2000 law is the prescription of Schedule III, IV, or V narcotic
medications approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the treatment of
opioid addiction. Among these, buprenorphine stands out as the most significant
medication enabled by this legislation.

Medications Covered

Buprenorphine: A partial opioid agonist that reduces cravings and withdrawal
symptoms without producing the same high as full agonists.

Buprenorphine/Naloxone combinations: Designed to reduce misuse potential, the
addition of naloxone deters intravenous abuse.

Medications such as methadone remain restricted to OTPs, highlighting the unique role of
Data 2000 in expanding access to alternative treatments.



Qualified Prescribers and Regulatory Requirements

Under the Data 2000 law, physicians must obtain a waiver, commonly referred to as the “X-
waiver,” to prescribe buprenorphine for opioid addiction treatment. This requires:

Completion of specialized training approved by the Substance Abuse and Mental1.
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

Registration with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to obtain a unique2.
identification number.

Compliance with patient limits initially set at 30 patients per physician, with3.
opportunities for expansion.

More recently, legislative changes have sought to reduce these barriers, reflecting evolving
perspectives on addiction treatment and prescriber accessibility.

Impact on Opioid Use Disorder Treatment

The Data 2000 law has significantly influenced how opioid addiction is managed in the
United States. By allowing office-based treatment, it has:

Expanded Access and Reduced Stigma

Patients no longer need to attend specialized clinics exclusively. Receiving treatment in
primary care or specialty offices helps normalize addiction treatment, potentially increasing
patient willingness to seek help.

Improved Treatment Outcomes

Studies have demonstrated that buprenorphine prescribed under Data 2000 provisions
results in better retention rates and reduced illicit opioid use compared to non-
pharmacologic approaches. This law supports evidence-based medicine by facilitating
medication-assisted treatment (MAT).

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its benefits, the Data 2000 law faces criticism and operational hurdles:



Prescriber Shortage: The requirement for special training and the X-waiver has
historically limited the number of providers able to prescribe buprenorphine.

Patient Caps: Limits on the number of patients per prescriber can restrict treatment
availability in high-need areas.

Regulatory Complexity: Providers must navigate federal and state regulations,
sometimes leading to confusion or hesitation to prescribe controlled substances.

Comparison With Other Controlled Substance
Prescription Laws

To appreciate the uniqueness of Data 2000, it’s important to compare it with other federal
frameworks regulating controlled substances.

Controlled Substances Act (CSA)

The CSA categorizes drugs into schedules based on abuse potential and medical use,
regulating manufacturing, distribution, and prescribing. Unlike the CSA’s broad scope, Data
2000 specifically addresses opioid addiction treatment medications and the contexts in
which they can be prescribed.

Methadone Regulations

Methadone treatment for opioid dependence is not covered under Data 2000 but is
regulated under stricter OTP rules. This distinction underscores Data 2000’s role in
diversifying treatment modalities by enabling office-based prescriptions.

Recent Developments and Future Directions

In recent years, there have been efforts to update and expand the provisions of the Data
2000 law to better respond to the ongoing opioid crisis.

Legislative Amendments

Congress has introduced bills to eliminate or ease X-waiver requirements, aiming to
increase the number of practitioners prescribing buprenorphine. The COVID-19 pandemic
accelerated some of these changes, with temporary waivers allowing telehealth initiation of
buprenorphine therapy.



Technological Integration

Telemedicine and electronic prescribing are increasingly leveraged to comply with Data
2000 regulations while enhancing patient access. These innovations reduce geographic
barriers and have the potential to transform addiction treatment delivery.

Policy Considerations

Balancing expanded access with preventing diversion remains a priority. Policymakers
continue to refine oversight mechanisms, such as prescription drug monitoring programs
(PDMPs), to ensure appropriate use of controlled substances prescribed under Data 2000.

Conclusion

The Data 2000 law allows for the prescription of certain controlled substances in a way that
fundamentally changed opioid addiction treatment in the U.S. By enabling qualified
physicians to prescribe buprenorphine in office settings, it has broadened access to
effective medication-assisted therapies. While challenges remain—such as prescriber
shortages and regulatory complexity—the law represents a critical step toward integrating
substance use disorder treatment into mainstream healthcare. Ongoing reforms and
technological advancements promise to further enhance the law’s impact, making it a
cornerstone of contemporary addiction medicine.
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provide rationales for key skills and competencies. - Study practice includes review questions at the
end of each chapter, an exam-review appendix with sample questions, and online review questions. -
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Injectable Opioid Agonist Therapies and Managed Alcohol Programs; Office-Based Addiction
Treatment (OBAT) in Primary Care: Models that Work; Alcohol Use Disorder Pharmacotherapy: the
Use of FDA and non-FDA Approved Medications; When and How to Treat Possible Cannabis Use
Disorder; Clinical Presentations of New Drugs with Abuse Potential; Use of Technology in Addiction
Therapy; Sleep Management Among Patients with Substance Use Disorders; Pain Management
Among Patients with Substance Use Disorders; E-Cigarettes: A Path to Recovery or a Road to Hell?;
Are Adolescent and Young Adults Different When Addressing Substance Use Disorders?; and
Smoking Cessation for Those in Recovery from Substance Use Disorders.
  data 2000 law allows for the prescription of: The ASAM Principles of Addiction
Medicine Shannon Miller, 2018-11-26 Publisher's Note: Products purchased from 3rd Party sellers
are not guaranteed by the Publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitlements
included with the product. Thoroughly updated with the latest international evidence-based research
and best practices, the comprehensive sixth edition of the American Society of Addiction Medicine’s
(ASAM) official flagship textbook reviews the science and art behind addiction medicine and
provides health care providers with the necessary information to not only properly diagnose and
treat their patients, but to also serve as change agents to positively impact clinical service design
and delivery, as well as global health care policy.
  data 2000 law allows for the prescription of: Lowinson and Ruiz's Substance Abuse
Pedro Ruiz, Eric C. Strain, 2011 A comprehensive, authoritative text on all aspects of substance
abuse and addiction medicine. Scientific topics such as the biology of various addictions and all
dimensions of clinical treatment and management are addressed by a wide range of leading
contributors. Behavioral addictions are addressed also, so the text is not solely devoted to specific
substances and their misuse--Provided by publisher.
  data 2000 law allows for the prescription of: Handbook of Office-Based Buprenorphine
Treatment of Opioid Dependence John A. Renner, Jr., Petros Levounis, Anna T. LaRose, 2017-12-05
With a new foreword by Nora Volkow, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, this second
edition of Office-Based Buprenorphine Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder provides updated
information on evidence-based treatment for opioid use disorder (OUD) -- an increasingly important



topic as the epidemic of opioid misuse and overdose deaths grows in the United States. Bulleted
clinical pearls at the end of each chapter, as well as specific clinical recommendations and detailed
case discussions throughout, make it easier for readers to retain knowledge and integrate it into
their clinical practice. The guide also features sample documentation and scales, including a
treatment contract and a patient consent, that can be used to model documents in practice. This new
edition of Office-Based Buprenorphine Treatment has been updated to reflect DSM-5 language, and
two additional chapters have been included: one that addresses other pharmacotherapies useful in
treating OUD, including methadone and naltrexone, and another that discusses OUD treatment
specifically with regard to women's health and pregnancy. Among the numerous other revisions
included in the second edition are the following: Information about new formulations of
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