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Cubs First Baseman History: A Journey Through One of Baseball’s Key Positions

cubs first baseman history is a fascinating tale that weaves through the decades of Chicago Cubs
baseball. The first base position, often overlooked by casual fans, has played a crucial role in the
team's successes and struggles alike. From power hitters who changed the game to dependable glove
men who anchored the infield, the Cubs’ first basemen have left an indelible mark on the franchise’s
legacy.

Exploring this history offers a deeper appreciation not only for the players who wore the Cubs uniform
but also for how the first base role has evolved in Major League Baseball. Whether you’re a die-hard
Cubs fan or someone interested in the rich tapestry of baseball history, understanding the Cubs’ first
baseman history brings to light some legendary names and memorable moments.

The Importance of the First Base Position in Cubs
Baseball

First base is often considered a cornerstone position on any baseball team. It’s where many plays
end, and it demands a unique blend of defensive skill and offensive prowess. For the Cubs, first
basemen have typically been expected to deliver power at the plate while also providing reliable
fielding to support the infield defense.

In the context of the Cubs first baseman history, this position has seen players who not only
contributed significantly to the team's offensive output but also became fan favorites and clubhouse
leaders. The position’s strategic importance and the players’ ability to drive in runs have often made
first basemen pivotal to the Cubs’ playoff pushes and championship runs.

Early Cubs First Basemen: Setting the Foundation

Frank Chance: The Original “First Baseman King”

One of the earliest and most iconic figures in Cubs first baseman history is Frank Chance. Playing in
the early 1900s, Chance was not only a stellar first baseman but also the legendary Cubs manager
who led the team to multiple World Series titles. His nickname, “The Peerless Leader,” reflected his
leadership on and off the field.

Chance’s defensive skills at first base, combined with his contact hitting and baseball IQ, set a high
standard for those who followed. His era marked the beginning of the Cubs’ identity as a competitive
franchise, and his legacy is still celebrated by Cubs enthusiasts.



Bill Nicholson and the Power Hitter Tradition

Moving into the mid-20th century, the Cubs saw first basemen who brought more power to the lineup.
Bill Nicholson, although more known as an outfielder, occasionally played first base and exemplified
the type of slugger the Cubs sought during the 1940s. His presence hinted at the shift toward first
basemen becoming more than just defensive specialists.

This period laid the groundwork for future first basemen who would wield the bat with authority,
changing how the team approached the position offensively.

Modern Era Cubs First Basemen: From Power to
Versatility

Derrek Lee: The Gold Glove Winner and Offensive Force

One of the most celebrated first basemen in Cubs history, Derrek Lee, dominated the position in the
2000s. Lee was a rare blend of defensive excellence and offensive productivity, earning multiple Gold
Glove awards while consistently hitting for power and average.

His contribution was vital during a transitional phase for the Cubs, and his leadership helped stabilize
the infield. Lee’s tenure highlighted how a first baseman could impact both sides of the game, making
him a model player for the role.

Anthony Rizzo: The Modern-Day Face of Cubs First Base

No discussion of Cubs first baseman history would be complete without mentioning Anthony Rizzo.
Drafted in 2007 and becoming a mainstay from 2012 onwards, Rizzo’s impact transcended statistics.
He was the heart and soul of the Cubs during their historic 2016 World Series win, the franchise’s first
championship in 108 years.

Rizzo combined power hitting, excellent on-base skills, and solid defense, earning multiple All-Star
appearances and Gold Gloves. Beyond his on-field performance, his leadership and community
involvement made him a beloved figure in Chicago.

Notable Cubs First Basemen and Their Contributions

While Chance, Lee, and Rizzo stand out, many other players have contributed to the Cubs first
baseman history. Some brought power, others versatility, and a few were key stopgaps during
rebuilding years.



Ferguson Jenkins: Though primarily known as a pitcher, Jenkins occasionally played first base
early in his career, showcasing the Cubs’ flexible use of players.

Mark Grace: Famous for his smooth glove work and consistent bat, Grace’s years with the
Cubs in the late 1980s and 1990s remain fondly remembered.

Heath Davis: A lesser-known figure but part of the team’s efforts during the 1980s to find a
steady presence at first base.

Each contributed uniquely, adding layers to the rich tapestry of the Cubs first baseman history.

Evolution of the First Base Role within the Cubs
Organization

Over the decades, the expectations for Cubs first basemen have shifted in line with broader baseball
trends. Early players were valued mostly for defensive reliability, while the modern era demands a
more balanced skill set with significant offensive output, especially power hitting.

Additionally, the advent of advanced analytics has influenced how the Cubs evaluate and utilize first
basemen. Factors like on-base percentage, slugging percentage, and defensive metrics now guide
decision-making. This analytical approach has refined the search for the ideal first baseman, blending
traditional scouting with modern data.

Training and Development of First Basemen in the Cubs Farm
System

The Cubs have invested heavily in developing first basemen through their minor league system.
Emphasis on strength training, defensive drills, and hitting mechanics aims to prepare prospects for
the dual demands of the position.

Players like Rizzo benefited from this comprehensive development approach, which highlights the
importance of nurturing talent from the ground up. This pipeline ensures that Cubs first baseman
history is continually enriched by emerging stars ready to take on the role.

Impact of Cubs First Basemen on Franchise Success

It’s no coincidence that some of the Cubs’ most successful seasons featured standout performances
from their first basemen. The position often serves as a linchpin in the lineup, producing RBIs, home
runs, and clutch hits that define playoff runs.

For example, during the 2016 World Series-winning season, Anthony Rizzo’s consistent hitting and
leadership energized the team. Similarly, Derrek Lee’s 2005 MVP-caliber season helped the Cubs



contend in the National League Central.

The impact of first basemen extends beyond statistics; their presence often affects team morale,
clubhouse dynamics, and fan engagement, proving their value is multifaceted.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Cubs First Basemen

As the Cubs continue to build for sustained success, the first base position remains a key focus. With
ongoing scouting and player development, future Cubs first basemen are expected to blend power,
defensive flexibility, and leadership qualities.

Young prospects in the Cubs’ farm system demonstrate promising skills, and the front office is
attentive to the evolving demands of the position. Whether through homegrown talent or strategic
acquisitions, the Cubs’ commitment to excellence at first base is clear.

Fans eagerly watch as the next chapter in Cubs first baseman history unfolds, hopeful that new stars
will carry forward the legacy established by legends like Frank Chance, Derrek Lee, and Anthony
Rizzo.

---

The story of Cubs first baseman history is a compelling narrative of tradition, innovation, and passion.
It reflects not only the evolution of a position but also the spirit of a franchise and its devoted fanbase.
Through the decades, first basemen have been integral to the Cubs’ identity, shaping the game and
inspiring generations. Whether you’re reminiscing about past greats or anticipating future heroes, the
journey of Cubs first basemen remains a vital and exciting part of baseball lore.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Chicago Cubs' first baseman during their 2016
World Series run?
Anthony Rizzo was the Chicago Cubs' first baseman during their 2016 World Series run, playing a
crucial role in the team's historic championship victory.

Which Cubs first baseman holds the franchise record for most
home runs in a single season?
Derrek Lee holds the Chicago Cubs franchise record for most home runs in a single season by a first
baseman, hitting 46 home runs in 2005.

Who was the first baseman for the Chicago Cubs when they



last won the World Series before 2016?
During the Chicago Cubs' 1908 World Series win, the first baseman was Frank Chance, who was also
the team's player-manager.

How has Anthony Rizzo impacted the Cubs as a first baseman?
Anthony Rizzo had a significant impact as the Cubs' first baseman, providing leadership, strong
defense, and consistent offensive production from 2012 to 2021, including helping the team win the
2016 World Series.

Are there any Hall of Fame first basemen in Chicago Cubs
history?
Yes, Frank Chance, who played first base for the Cubs in the early 1900s, is a Hall of Fame inductee
known for his leadership and contributions to the team during its early championships.

Who succeeded Derrek Lee as the Cubs' primary first
baseman?
After Derrek Lee, players like Bryan LaHair and later Anthony Rizzo took over the role of primary first
baseman for the Cubs.

What notable achievements have Cubs first basemen
accomplished historically?
Cubs first basemen have achieved milestones such as contributing to World Series championships,
setting franchise home run records (Derrek Lee), and earning multiple All-Star selections, most
notably Anthony Rizzo's leadership and awards during the 2010s.

Additional Resources
Cubs First Baseman History: A Legacy of Power and Persistence

cubs first baseman history is a rich tapestry woven through the evolution of one of Major League
Baseball’s most storied franchises. The Chicago Cubs, with their deep-rooted place in baseball lore,
have seen a diverse array of first basemen over the decades, each leaving a unique impact on the
team’s identity and performance. From early pioneers to modern-day stars, the role of the Cubs’ first
baseman has been both pivotal and reflective of broader trends in the game.

Tracing the Evolution of Cubs First Basemen

The position of first baseman for the Chicago Cubs has often been associated with power hitters and
dependable defensive players. Historically, this role demands not only offensive production but also
the ability to anchor the infield defense. The Cubs’ first baseman history reveals shifts in player



profiles, from the classic slugger archetype to more versatile and athletic figures in recent years.

Early Era: Establishing the Foundation

In the early 20th century, the Cubs’ first basemen were foundational to the team’s competitive edge.
Players like Frank Chance, who doubled as a player-manager, exemplified leadership and consistency.
Chance, inducted into the Hall of Fame, was known for his sharp defensive skills and timely hitting,
setting a standard for future Cubs first basemen.

Following Chance, the Cubs roster featured several notable first basemen through the 1920s and
1930s, a period marked by fluctuating team success. These players often combined solid batting
averages with reliable fielding, contributing to the Cubs’ competitive presence in the National League.

The Mid-Century Power Surge

The post-World War II era witnessed a shift towards power hitting at first base, aligning with broader
MLB trends. Cubs first basemen during the 1940s to 1960s were expected to deliver home runs and
drive in runs, becoming central figures in the lineup.

One standout figure was Ernie Banks, although primarily a shortstop and later a first baseman, Banks
symbolized the Cubs’ offensive heart. His tenure included seasons playing at first base, where his
power and charisma energized the fan base. Banks’ transition to first base reflected the evolving
demands of the position and the team’s strategic adjustments.

Modern Era: Versatility and Analytics

As baseball entered the analytics era, the role of the first baseman expanded beyond traditional
metrics. For the Cubs, recent decades have seen first basemen who blend offensive firepower with
defensive agility and an understanding of advanced statistics.

Players like Anthony Rizzo, who anchored the position from 2011 through much of the 2020s,
exemplify this modern archetype. Rizzo combined high on-base percentages, power hitting, and Gold
Glove-caliber defense, contributing significantly to the Cubs’ 2016 World Series victory—the
franchise’s first in 108 years. His leadership on and off the field underscores the evolving expectations
of a Cubs first baseman in the 21st century.

Key Figures and Their Impact

Examining individual players provides insight into how the Cubs’ first baseman history intertwines
with the team’s broader narrative.



Frank Chance: The Cornerstone of Early Cubs Baseball

Frank Chance’s influence extends beyond his statistical output. Serving as a player-manager from
1905 to 1912, he led the Cubs to multiple pennants and World Series appearances. His defensive
prowess at first base was complemented by a batting average consistently above .300, embodying
the all-around skill set prized in early baseball.

Ernie Banks: Mr. Cub’s Adaptability

Though Banks is more famously associated with shortstop, his stint at first base showcased his
adaptability and offensive consistency. Banks’ tenure helped cement the Cubs’ identity during
challenging years and provided a bridge between eras.

Anthony Rizzo: The Modern Standard-Bearer

Rizzo’s era marked a renaissance for the Cubs, especially at first base. His combination of power,
plate discipline, and defensive excellence set new benchmarks. Rizzo’s leadership was instrumental
during the Cubs’ 2016 championship run, highlighting how a dominant first baseman can influence
team culture and success.

Statistical Trends and Performance Analysis

Analyzing the Cubs’ first baseman history through statistics reveals patterns in offensive production
and defensive contributions.

Home Run Production: Over the decades, first basemen for the Cubs have increasingly
become power hitters. Players like Rizzo and Banks elevated home run totals compared to
early-era players, reflecting changes in training, ballparks, and hitting philosophy.

Defensive Metrics: While offensive stats often dominate discussions, defensive value at first
base has been crucial. The Cubs’ better defensive first basemen, such as Rizzo, earned Gold
Gloves and contributed to run prevention.

On-Base and Slugging Percentages: Modern Cubs first basemen tend to have higher OBP
and SLG, aligning with advanced approaches to hitting and plate discipline.

Comparative Overview

When comparing Cubs first basemen across eras, it is important to contextualize statistical
achievements within the prevailing conditions of their times—such as changes in pitching quality,



ballpark dimensions, and league-wide offensive environments. Despite these variables, the position
has consistently demanded a blend of offensive impact and defensive reliability.

Challenges and Transitions

The cubs first baseman history is not without its challenges. Periods of instability at the position have
sometimes mirrored broader team struggles. Injuries, inconsistent performance, or frequent roster
changes at first base have occasionally impeded the Cubs’ ability to maintain offensive momentum.

Additionally, the evolving nature of baseball—such as shifts towards defensive versatility and the
emphasis on launch angle and exit velocity—has pressured first basemen to adapt continually. The
Cubs organization has often embraced this evolution, tailoring player development and acquisitions to
fit contemporary baseball trends.

Impact of Free Agency and Trades

The Cubs’ management strategy regarding first base has included a mix of homegrown talent and
high-profile acquisitions. Trades and free agency signings have played a role in shaping the position,
with some moves yielding long-term stability and others serving as short-term solutions.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Cubs First Basemen

As the Cubs continue to build toward sustained success, the first base position remains a critical
focus. Emerging prospects and strategic acquisitions aim to replicate or surpass the contributions of
past stalwarts.

Technological advancements and data-driven scouting contribute to identifying players who can fulfill
the multifaceted demands of the position. The legacy embedded in the cubs first baseman history
serves as both inspiration and a benchmark for upcoming players aspiring to leave their mark on
Wrigley Field.

The enduring significance of the first base position within the Cubs franchise is evident in how it has
adapted to the changing dynamics of the game while maintaining its core expectations: delivering
power, providing defensive stability, and leading with consistency. This blend of tradition and
innovation continues to define the position’s role in Chicago’s baseball narrative.

Cubs First Baseman History

  cubs first baseman history: The A-To-Z History of Base Ball Mark Cressman, 2008-05-20
The A to Z History of Base Ball: Twentieth Century Baseball Players explores the careers of the
finest professional baseball players who played during the 20th Century. You will discover the
details of players' career, accomplishments and their career statistics as well as their rank amongst

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/cubs-first-baseman-history.pdf


the all-time greats. You will learn about such baseball immortals as Hank Aaron, Ty Cobb, Lou
Gehrig, Josh Gibson, Christy Mathewson, Satchel Paige, Babe Ruth, Ted Williams, and many more.
Turn the pages and immerse yourself in twentieth century baseball players facts.
  cubs first baseman history: Cubs by the Numbers Al Yellon, Kasey Ignarski, Matthew
Silverman, 2016-09-06 What do Dizzy Dean, Catfish Metkovich, John Boccabella, Bill Buckner, Mark
Prior, and Jason Heyward all have in common? They all wore number 22 for the Chicago Cubs, even
though eight decades have passed between the last time Dizzy Dean buttoned up a Cubs uniform
with that number and the first time outfielder Jason Heyward performed the same routine. Since the
Chicago Cubs first adopted uniform numbers in 1932, the team has handed out only 77 numbers to
more than 1,500 players. That’s a lot of overlap. It also makes for a lot of good stories. Newly
updated, Cubs by the Numbers tells those stories for every Cub since ’32, from current staff ace Jake
Arrieta to former third baseman turned division-winning manager Don Zimmer. This book lists the
players alphabetically and by number; these biographies help trace the history of baseball’s most
beloved team in a new way. For Cubs fans, anyone who ever wore the uniform is like family. Cubs by
the Numbers reintroduces readers to some of their long-lost ancestors, even those they think they
already know. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a
broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college
football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your
team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a
die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats,
Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins,
Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  cubs first baseman history: The Team-By-Team Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball
Dennis Purdy, 2006-08-01 Baseball historian, Dennis Purdy, performs the feat of marrying statistics,
scholarship, biography, trivia, and anecdote to create a massively pleasurable work.
  cubs first baseman history: Meeting the Mets: A Quirky History of a Quirky Team Thomas
Droleskey, 2013-04-03 Meeting the Mets: A Quirky History of a Quirky Team is a volume one of a
two-part retrospective on the history of the New York Mets, a team that is now in its fifty-second
season of play. The author, Dr. Thomas A. Droleskey, attended over 1600 games at the Polo Grounds
and William A. Shea Municipal Stadium between July 15, 1962, and July 16, 2002. While he has not
attended games since that point for reasons that are described in the book, he was pretty visible in
the stands as a very unofficial cheerleader for over a quarter of a century, known as The Lone
Ranger of Shea Stadium. Droleskey provides a personal retrospective on the origins of the Mets,
highlighting some of the quirks of a quirky team, including memories of utterly meaningless games
that might put a smile or two on the faces of those who have followed the team over the years. The
books contains lots and lots of trivia about the Mets and baseball, interspersed with personal many
bits of cultural trivia and history.
  cubs first baseman history: Baseball: An Illustrated History , 200?
  cubs first baseman history: 99 and Counting Pete Walken, 2008-03-26 99 & counting, life as
a Chicago Cubs fan is a memoir, containing the history and statistics of the Chicago Cubs from their
last World Series visit in 1945 through the 2007 season, including detailed
  cubs first baseman history: Incredible Baseball Stats Kevin Reavy, Ryan Spaeder,
2019-04-16 As America's pastime since the mid-1800s, baseball offers the sights, sounds, and even
smells that are deeply entrenched in our culture. But for some, the experience can be less sensory.
Some, such as Ryan Spaeder and Kevin Reavy, live for baseball statistics. Stats give the game
historical context and measurables for past, present, and predictive analysis. Incredible Baseball
Stats, newly updated, helps tell unique baseball stories, showcasing extraordinary stats and facts in
baseball history, through the 2018 season. For example, in 2015, the Nationals’ Bryce Harper broke



out in a major way. He batted .330/.460/.649 with 42 home runs en route to his first MVP Award. It
was his fourth MLB season, but he was still younger than NL Rookie of the Year Kris Bryant. He
became the youngest player to lead the league in both on-base percentage and homers in the same
season since Ty Cobb in 1909. The authors have scoured the records for untold tales and looked at
familiar ones with new statistical insights, to create Incredible Baseball Stats, a perfect book for
baseball fans from coast to coast. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are
proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro
football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your
sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether
you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky
Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston
Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we
are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers
and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  cubs first baseman history: Watertown History Annual 1 Ken Riedl, William F. Jannke III,
2006-11-01 Watertown History Annual 1. Hometown Series of Publications. Watertown Historical
Society, Watertown, Wisconsin.
  cubs first baseman history: Chicago History for Kids Owen Hurd, 2007-07-01 From the
Native Americans who lived in the Chicago area for thousands of years, to the first European
explorers Marquette and Jolliet, to the 2005 Chicago White Sox World Series win, parents, teachers,
and kids will love this comprehensive and exciting history of how Chicago became the third largest
city in the U.S. Chicago's spectacular and impressive history comes alive through activities such as
building a model of the original Ferris Wheel, taking architectural walking tours of the first
skyscrapers and Chicago's oldest landmarks, and making a Chicago-style hotdog. Serving as both a
guide to kids and their parents and an engaging tool for teachers, this book details the first
Chicagoan Jean Baptiste Point du Sable, the Fort Dearborn Massacre, the Great Chicago Fire of
1871, the building of the world's first skyscraper, and the hosting of two World's Fairs. In addition to
uncovering Windy City treasures such as the birth of the vibrant jazz era of Louis Armstrong and the
work of Chicago poets, novelists, and songwriters, kids will also learn about Chicago's triumphant
and tortured sports history.
  cubs first baseman history: A History of the Baseball Fan Fred Stein, 2015-01-24 From the
genesis of baseball in the 1840s, when so-called kranks cheered the teams of their choice, fans have
been an ever-present component of the sport. As the number of fans has increased over the years,
their influence has increased proportionally. Following the evolution of the game and its fans over
more than a century, this book examines the role fans have played in the formation of modern
baseball and the part the sport has played in the lives of its devotees. How have fans influenced,
reacted to, or been affected by baseball's changes through history? How do fans determine player
popularity? Are there famous fans--and how do they manifest that interest? How has the evolution of
baseball in the media, including newspapers, radio, and television, affected the fan base? The
answers to these questions and more give a lively feel to this baseball history from a fan's
perspective. The final chapter sums up the fan's importance to the sport of baseball.
  cubs first baseman history: The Chicago Tribune Book of the Chicago Cubs Chicago
Tribune, 2021-05-19 The history of Chicago's first major league team, packed with photos, stories,
and profiles from the archives of their hometown newspaper. The Chicago Tribune Book of the
Chicago Cubs is a decade-by-decade look at one of baseball's most beloved (if hard-luck) teams,
starting with the franchise's beginnings in 1876 as the Chicago White Stockings and ending with the
triumphant 2016 World Series championship. For over a century, the Chicago Tribune has
documented every Cubs season through original reporting, photography, and box scores. For the
first time, this mountain of Cubs history has been mined and curated by the paper's sports
department into a single one-of-a-kind volume. Each era in Cubs history includes its own timeline,



profiles of key players and coaches, and feature stories that highlight it all, from the heavy hitters to
the no-hitters to the one-hit wonders. And of course, you can't talk about the Cubs without talking
about Wrigley Field. In this book, readers will find a complete history of that most sacred of
American stadiums, where Hack Wilson batted in 191 runs—still the major-league record—in 1930,
where Sammy Sosa earned the moniker Slammin' Sammy, and where fans congregated, even when
the team was on the road, throughout its scintillating championship run.
  cubs first baseman history: Latino Athletes Ian C. Friedman, 2014-05-14 Provides short
biographies of more than 175 notable Hispanic American athletes.
  cubs first baseman history: CHICAGO CUBS FACTS & TRIVIATM Wayne Mausser,
2010-06-23 What position did Charlie Hollocher play? Who was Don Kessinger traded to the
Cardinals for? How many pinch hit home runs did Willie Smith hit for the Cubs? Mark Grace was the
first rookie to lead the team in walks since who? In June of 1998, Sammy Sosa established a
single-month record for homers. How many did he hit? Former manager Jim Riggleman began his
managerial career with what minor league team? Relief pitcher Tom Gordon set a team record with
how many consecutive save opportunities in 2001? How many shutouts did Kerry Wood have going
into 2003?
  cubs first baseman history: The Valley Baseball League: A History of Baseball In the
Shenandoah Valley Chaz Weaver, 2014-05-29 Answers to the questions: Who hit the most
homeruns in a VBL season? What is the highest batting average in VBL history? Has anyone ever
thrown a perfect game? What is the record for strikeouts in a game? When did the VBL begin?
Which team won the most VBL championships? Which team has won the most VBL games? What is
the best (or worst) record in VBL history? Which coach won the most VBL championships? Histories
of All Current and Past Teams All-Time League Records Standings for Every Season Valley Baseball
League Hall of Fame
  cubs first baseman history: Negro Leaguers and the Hall of Fame Steven R. Greenes,
2020-09-02 Since 1971, 35 Negro League baseball players and executives have been admitted to the
Hall of Fame. The Negro League Hall of Fame admissions process, which has now been conducted in
four phases over a 50-year period, can be characterized as idiosyncratic at best. Drawing on baseball
analytics and surveys of both Negro League historians and veterans, this book presents an historical
overview of NLHOF voting, with an evaluation of whether the 35 NL players selected were the best
choices. Using modern metrics such as Wins Above Replacement (WAR), 24 additional Negro
Leaguers are identified who have Hall of Fame qualifications. Brief biographies are included for
HOF-quality players and executives who have been passed over, along with reasons why they may
have been excluded. A proposal is set forth for a consistent and orderly HOF voting process for the
Negro Leagues.
  cubs first baseman history: Great Teams in Baseball History Hanna Altergott, 2005-12-14
Discusses ten of the greatest baseball teams ever and explains what it was that made each one so
great.
  cubs first baseman history: The Chicago Cubs Warren N. Wilbert, William Hageman, 1997
Readers will enjoy reviewing the best seasons in Cubs history in Season at the Summit. The Chicago
White Stockings, later to become Wrigleyville's loveable Cubbies, were charter members of the
National League, and the only franchise that has operated continuously in the same city between the
first game played on April 1876 and today. During that time, over 1,750 ballplayers have pulled on
Cub uniforms, and out of that number, co-authors Warren Wilbert and William Hageman have
chosen the players who have put together individual seasons of such magnificent that they have
merited a top-50 billing.
  cubs first baseman history: Series, an Illustrated History of Baseball's Postseason Showcase
Sporting News, 1989-12
  cubs first baseman history: The New Biographical History of Baseball Donald Dewey,
Nicholas Acocella, Jerome Holtzman, 2013-10-01 In a special collector's edition format, this revised
edition of The New Biographical History of Baseball presents updated statistical research to create



the most accurate picture possible of the on-field accomplishments of players from earlier eras. It
offers original summaries of the personalities and contributions of over 1,500 players, managers,
owners, front office executives, journalists, and ordinary fans who developed the great American
game into a national pastime. Each individual included has had an impact on the sport as mass
entertainment or as a cultural phenomenon, and as an athletic art or a business enterprise. Also
included are first-time entries on players like Sammy Sosa and Albert Belle, and expanded entries
for such players as Mark McGwire and Barry Bonds. This special resource for fans of baseball
reflects the breakout talent and enduring fan favorites from all eras of the historic game.
  cubs first baseman history: The Bride and the Pennant Frank Leroy Chance, 1910 When
star pitcher Harry Sherman flunks out of school and can no longer play on the varsity team, he
embarks on a rigorous training program with a professional team.
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