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Chicago Art Institute History: A Journey Through Time and Creativity

chicago art institute history is a fascinating tale of passion, culture, and
artistic innovation that has shaped one of the most iconic cultural
institutions in the United States. From its modest beginnings in the late
19th century to becoming a world-renowned museum and school, the Art
Institute of Chicago has played a pivotal role in nurturing artistic talent
and preserving masterpieces that continue to inspire generations.

The Origins of the Chicago Art Institute

The story of the Chicago Art Institute begins in 1879 when a group of artists
and patrons sought to create a space dedicated to the appreciation and
education of the visual arts. Initially founded as the Chicago Academy of
Design, the institution aimed to provide art education and promote
exhibitions in a city rapidly growing in cultural significance.

From the Chicago Academy of Design to the Art
Institute

The original academy faced financial difficulties, especially after the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871, which devastated much of the city’s infrastructure.
However, artists and supporters persevered, and by 1882, the organization was
reorganized and renamed the Art Institute of Chicago. This reinvention marked
a turning point, enabling the institution to secure funding, expand its
mission, and begin acquiring a permanent collection of artworks.

Architectural Evolution and the Iconic Building

One of the most striking elements of the Chicago Art Institute’s history is
its architectural journey. The museum’s iconic building, situated along
Michigan Avenue and adjacent to Millennium Park, is a masterpiece in itself.

The 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition Influence

The 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition held in Chicago was a landmark event
that influenced many cultural institutions, including the Art Institute. The
exposition showcased grand neoclassical architecture, and the Art Institute’s
current Beaux-Arts building, designed by Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge, was



completed shortly after in 1893. Its grand entrance, flanked by the famous
lion statues, has become a symbol of the city’s artistic heritage.

Modern Expansions and Renovations

Over the decades, the Art Institute has undergone several expansions and
renovations to accommodate its growing collection and visitor numbers.
Notable among these is the Modern Wing, opened in 2009 and designed by
architect Renzo Piano. This addition brought contemporary architectural flair
and expanded gallery space, emphasizing the museum’s commitment to both
historical and modern art.

Building a World-Class Collection

The heart of the Chicago Art Institute lies in its vast and diverse art
collection, which spans thousands of years and includes works from every
continent.

Early Acquisitions and Focus

In its early years, the museum prioritized acquiring European paintings,
prints, and sculptures. The collection quickly grew to include masterpieces
from the Renaissance to the 19th century, featuring artists such as Claude
Monet, Pablo Picasso, and Vincent van Gogh.

American Art and Impressionism

The museum is especially renowned for its American art collection, showcasing
the evolution of American painting and sculpture. Additionally, the Art
Institute holds one of the finest collections of Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist art outside Paris. Iconic works like Georges Seurat’s “A Sunday
on La Grande Jatte” and Grant Wood’s “American Gothic” are among the
highlights that draw millions of visitors each year.

Expanding Horizons: Asian and Contemporary Art

Recognizing the importance of global art traditions, the Art Institute
expanded its collection to include extensive Asian art, featuring ancient
ceramics, calligraphy, and contemporary pieces. The museum’s contemporary art
holdings continue to grow, reflecting current trends and voices in the art
world.



The School of the Art Institute of Chicago
(SAIC)

Integral to the Chicago Art Institute history is the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, one of the leading art schools in the country.

Origins and Growth

Founded in 1866, even before the museum itself, SAIC has been a hub for
creative education, fostering innovation and experimentation. The school and
museum have maintained a close relationship, allowing students to engage
directly with the museum’s collections and exhibitions.

Influence on the Art World

SAIC has produced many influential artists, designers, and educators who have
contributed significantly to contemporary art and culture. Its
interdisciplinary approach encourages students to explore various media and
challenge traditional boundaries.

Chicago Art Institute’s Role in the Community
and Culture

More than just a museum, the Art Institute of Chicago has played an essential
role in the city’s cultural fabric.

Educational Programs and Public Engagement

The institute offers a wide range of educational programs for all ages,
including workshops, lectures, and family activities. These initiatives help
demystify art and make it accessible to a broad audience, fostering a deeper
appreciation of creative expression.

Exhibitions and Cultural Events

From blockbuster exhibitions featuring international artists to intimate
showcases of local talent, the Art Institute remains a vibrant center for art
lovers. Seasonal events, film screenings, and collaborations with other
cultural institutions further enrich the city’s artistic life.



Tips for Visitors Interested in the Chicago Art
Institute History

If you’re planning a visit and want to immerse yourself in the rich history
of the Chicago Art Institute, here are some helpful tips:

Start with the Architecture: Spend some time admiring the building’s
exterior and the famous lion statues before entering.

Explore the Permanent Collection: Don’t miss the Impressionist and
American art galleries, which offer a glimpse into the museum’s
historical strengths.

Visit the Modern Wing: Experience the blend of modern art and
architecture that symbolizes the institute’s evolution.

Join a Guided Tour: Many tours focus specifically on the museum’s
history and key artworks, providing context and stories behind the
collections.

Check Out the School Exhibitions: SAIC student exhibitions showcase
emerging talent and connect visitors to the ongoing creative legacy.

Exploring the Chicago Art Institute history reveals much about the city’s
cultural ambitions and the enduring power of art to inspire, educate, and
unite people across generations. Whether you are an art enthusiast, a
student, or a casual visitor, the Art Institute offers a rich tapestry of
stories waiting to be discovered.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Art Institute of Chicago founded?
The Art Institute of Chicago was founded in 1879.

What was the original purpose of the Art Institute
of Chicago?
The original purpose of the Art Institute of Chicago was to promote the fine
arts through education and exhibitions.



How did the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition impact
the Art Institute of Chicago?
The 1893 World's Columbian Exposition boosted the Art Institute's prominence
by attracting international attention and expanding its collection and
facilities.

When was the iconic Beaux-Arts building of the Art
Institute of Chicago completed?
The Beaux-Arts building, which is the main building of the Art Institute of
Chicago, was completed in 1893.

How has the Art Institute of Chicago contributed to
American art history?
The Art Institute of Chicago has played a significant role in American art
history by housing one of the largest and most diverse collections of
artworks, supporting American artists, and influencing art education and
appreciation.

Additional Resources
Chicago Art Institute History: A Chronicle of Artistic Legacy and Cultural
Influence

chicago art institute history traces the evolution of one of America’s most
prestigious art institutions, the Art Institute of Chicago. Established in
the late 19th century, this institution has played a pivotal role in shaping
the cultural and artistic landscape not only of Chicago but also of the
United States. The trajectory of the Art Institute reflects broader trends in
art, education, and museum curation, making its history a rich subject for
exploration. This article delves into the origins, development, and continued
significance of the Chicago Art Institute, while analyzing its contributions
to art education, collection curation, and public engagement.

Origins and Founding of the Art Institute of
Chicago

The Chicago Art Institute was founded in 1879, emerging amidst a period of
rapid urban growth and cultural ambition in Chicago. Its establishment was
driven by a group of civic leaders and artists who recognized the need for a
dedicated institution to promote fine arts education and appreciation in the
Midwest. Initially, the institute functioned primarily as a school of art,
but it quickly expanded its mission to include a public art museum.



The dual nature of the institute—as both an educational establishment and a
museum—reflects a common model among major art institutions of the era,
designed to foster both the creation and consumption of art. Early
collections consisted largely of European paintings and sculptures, acquired
through donations from wealthy patrons and strategic purchases. This
foundation set the stage for the institute’s later prominence.

The 1893 World's Columbian Exposition and Its Impact

A critical moment in chicago art institute history was the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago. The exposition showcased global art
and architecture, elevating the city’s cultural profile. The Art Institute
benefited significantly from this event, acquiring artwork and gaining
increased public visibility. The fair also spurred the construction of the
institute’s iconic building in Grant Park, completed in 1893, which remains a
landmark for its Beaux-Arts architecture.

Growth and Expansion Through the 20th Century

Throughout the 20th century, the Art Institute of Chicago expanded its
collections, educational programs, and physical footprint. The acquisition of
major artworks from prominent artists such as Georges Seurat, Vincent van
Gogh, and Pablo Picasso positioned the museum as a world-class art
repository. Notably, the institute houses Seurat’s “A Sunday on La Grande
Jatte,” a masterpiece of pointillism and a highlight of its Impressionist and
Post-Impressionist collections.

Educational Innovation and Art School Development

The Art Institute’s school evolved to become one of the nation’s leading art
education centers. Its curriculum adapted over the decades to reflect
changing artistic movements and pedagogical approaches, balancing classical
training with modern and contemporary art practices. This educational
commitment contributed to Chicago’s reputation as a hub for artists and
designers.

Architectural and Curatorial Developments

The museum’s physical expansion includes the addition of the Modern Wing in
2009, designed by architect Renzo Piano. This wing significantly increased
gallery space for modern and contemporary art, aligning with trends in museum
curation that emphasize accessibility and engagement. The integration of
natural light and open spaces in the Modern Wing contrasts with the original



building’s classical style, symbolizing the institution’s blend of tradition
and innovation.

Chicago Art Institute’s Collection and Cultural
Significance

The Art Institute’s collection encompasses over 300,000 works spanning 5,000
years, making it one of the largest and most comprehensive collections in the
United States. Its holdings range from ancient artifacts to contemporary
installations, with strong representations in Impressionism, American art,
Old Masters, and Asian art.

Iconic Works and Their Influence

Beyond Seurat’s famed painting, the institute boasts masterpieces by Grant
Wood, Mary Cassatt, and Edward Hopper. Each piece contributes to a narrative
about American identity and artistic evolution. The presence of such works
not only attracts millions of visitors annually but also supports scholarly
research and public programming.

Role in Public Engagement and Community Outreach

The Art Institute also functions as a cultural hub through exhibitions,
lectures, workshops, and digital initiatives. Its efforts to make art
accessible reflect an understanding of museums as active participants in
community life rather than static repositories. This approach is integral to
its ongoing relevance amid shifting audience expectations in the digital age.

Challenges and Adaptations in the Modern Era

Despite its successes, the Art Institute has faced challenges common to major
art institutions, including funding pressures, evolving visitor demographics,
and the need for technological integration. The COVID-19 pandemic, for
example, forced temporary closures and accelerated the expansion of online
collections and virtual programming. These adaptations highlight the
institute’s resilience and commitment to maintaining its educational and
cultural mission.

Balancing Tradition and Innovation



The tension between preserving historical legacy and embracing contemporary
art forms and technologies is a persistent theme in the chicago art institute
history. Decisions about acquisitions, exhibitions, and educational offerings
continually negotiate this balance, reflecting broader debates within the
museum sector.

Legacy and Future Directions

As the Art Institute of Chicago approaches its sesquicentennial, its history
offers insights into the evolving role of art institutions in society. From
its 19th-century origins to its 21st-century innovations, the institute
exemplifies how museums can serve as custodians of heritage while fostering
creativity and dialogue.

The ongoing expansion of its collection and educational programs signals a
forward-looking strategy that embraces diversity and inclusion, aiming to
reflect a broader spectrum of artistic voices and audiences. This evolution
ensures that the chicago art institute history remains a living story,
continuously shaped by cultural currents and community needs.

Chicago Art Institute History

  chicago art institute history: The Art Institute of Chicago , 19??
  chicago art institute history: School of the Art Institute of Chicago, The Thomas C. Buechele
and Nicholas C. Lowe, 2017 In 2016, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC) reached its
150th year. What sustains an institution is sometimes extraordinary, sometimes mundane, and often
simply a matter of the sheer will of those involved. An unparalleled museum school, SAIC embodies
something greater than the individuals who have passed through it, and yet it has also depended
upon the unique and special nature of its protagonists--its founders who survived the Great Chicago
Fire and rebuilt the school, a president who cast the hands and face of Abraham Lincoln, an alumna
who was a celebrated illustrator and an activist in the women's suffrage movement, the creators of
monumental sculptures throughout the country, and numerous scholars of art history and
technique--to challenge and shape its form. The school's history is punctuated by marvelous
moments of heightened public discourse in art making and scholarship. This book represents a
glimpse into the lives of generations of students, staff, and faculty as full participants in an
astounding learning environment.
  chicago art institute history: Museum Education at the Art Institute of Chicago Art
Institute of Chicago, 2003 This special issue of Museum Studies explores the broad history and
practice of art education at the Art Institute, charting the museum's past, present, and future vision
of what museum education can be and do. Drawing from a rich trove of archival, oral, and
photographic resources, authors offer a lively account of museum education as an evolving
profession, an outlet for aesthetic and political programs, and a crucial element of the Art Institute's
public mission from the moment of its founding in 1879. The project, sponsored by the Woman's
Board of The Art Institute of Chicago to commemorate its fiftieth anniversary, also explores that
group's signal commitment to education and volunteerism at the museum, which has ranged from
creating suburban community associations to sponsoring a corps of volunteer docents, from
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establishing a pioneering children's museum to planning celebrations that open the Art Institute's
doors to the widest possible public. A pathbreaking effort, this publication constitutes an important,
unique contribution to the history of education in American cultural institutions.
  chicago art institute history: History of the Art Institute of Chicago from Its
Incorporation on May 24, 1879 to the Death of Charles L. Hutchinson Anne Felicia Cierpik,
1957
  chicago art institute history: Art in Chicago Maggie Taft, Robert Cozzolino, 2018-10-10 For
decades now, the story of art in America has been dominated by New York. It gets the majority of
attention, the stories of its schools and movements and masterpieces the stuff of pop culture legend.
Chicago, on the other hand . . . well, people here just get on with the work of making art. Now that
art is getting its due. Art in Chicago is a magisterial account of the long history of Chicago art, from
the rupture of the Great Fire in 1871 to the present, Manierre Dawson, László Moholy-Nagy, and
Ivan Albright to Chris Ware, Anne Wilson, and Theaster Gates. The first single-volume history of art
and artists in Chicago, the book—in recognition of the complexity of the story it tells—doesn’t follow
a single continuous trajectory. Rather, it presents an overlapping sequence of interrelated narratives
that together tell a full and nuanced, yet wholly accessible history of visual art in the city. From the
temptingly blank canvas left by the Fire, we loop back to the 1830s and on up through the 1860s,
tracing the beginnings of the city’s institutional and professional art world and community. From
there, we travel in chronological order through the decades to the present. Familiar
developments—such as the founding of the Art Institute, the Armory Show, and the arrival of the
Bauhaus—are given a fresh look, while less well-known aspects of the story, like the contributions of
African American artists dating back to the 1860s or the long history of activist art, finally get
suitable recognition. The six chapters, each written by an expert in the period, brilliantly mix
narrative and image, weaving in oral histories from artists and critics reflecting on their work in the
city, and setting new movements and key works in historical context. The final chapter, comprised of
interviews and conversations with contemporary artists, brings the story up to the present, offering
a look at the vibrant art being created in the city now and addressing ongoing debates about what it
means to identify as—or resist identifying as—a Chicago artist today. The result is an
unprecedentedly inclusive and rich tapestry, one that reveals Chicago art in all its variety and
vigor—and one that will surprise and enlighten even the most dedicated fan of the city’s artistic
heritage. Part of the Terra Foundation for American Art’s year-long Art Design Chicago initiative,
which will bring major arts events to venues throughout Chicago in 2018, Art in Chicago is a
landmark publication, a book that will be the standard account of Chicago art for decades to come.
No art fan—regardless of their city—will want to miss it.
  chicago art institute history: Over a Century Roger Gilmore, 1982
  chicago art institute history: The School of the Art Institute of Chicago , 1988
  chicago art institute history: Bulletin of the Art Institute of Chicago , 1915
  chicago art institute history: Paintings at the Art Institute of Chicago James Rondeau,
2017-01-01 An updated selection of key paintings at the Art Institute of Chicago, featuring works
from around the globe and dating from ancient Egypt to the present day The Art Institute of
Chicago, one of the most beloved and important museums in the world, houses an extraordinary
collection of objects from diverse places, cultures, and time periods. This beautiful catalogue opens
the doors of the museum to readers, presenting an expansive selection of painted works from around
the globe, introduced insightfully by James Rondeau, president and director of the Art Institute. New
color photography accompanies entries written by a team of curators, art historians, and educators,
which put the works into context. The book showcases a dazzling range of paintings, including an
Egyptian funeral portrait, an ancient Mexican wall mural, Chinese scroll paintings, Japanese painted
screens, and works by artists such as Caillebotte, Cassatt, El Greco, Gauguin, Homer, Hopper, Johns,
Lichtenstein, Matisse, Mitsuoki, Monet, Morisot, Motley, O'Keeffe, Picasso, Pollock, Rembrandt,
Richter, Rubens, Sargent, Seurat, Tiepolo, Turner, Van Gogh, Warhol, Whistler, and Wood;
contemporary artists featured include Kerry James Marshall, Wanda Pimentel, and Kazuo Shiraga.



  chicago art institute history: Conservation at the Art Institute of Chicago Art Institute of
Chicago, 2005 This fascinating volume explores how research, craft, and technology are united in
the Art Institute of Chicago’s mission to preserve its collection and further art-historical knowledge.
Addressing the many challenges conservators face, the publication highlights their work on objects
from throughout the museum, including books, furniture, electronic media, paintings, photographs,
posters, sculpture, and textiles. An introductory essay traces the development of the profession and
its specific history at the Art Institute. Case studies written by the museum’s conservators and
curators examine diverse works ranging from an ancient Egyptian statue of Osiris to Bruce
Nauman’s video Clown Torture. The authors explore how they determine appropriate treatment,
uncover an artist’s intentions and techniques, and employ pathbreaking new technologies.
  chicago art institute history: American Silver in the Art Institute of Chicago Art Institute of
Chicago, 2016-01-01 The history of American silver offers invaluable insights into the economic and
cultural history of the nation itself. Published here for the first time, the Art Institute of Chicago's
superb collection embodies innovation and beauty from the colonial era to the present. In the 17th
century, silversmiths brought the fashions of their homelands to the colonies, and in the early 18th,
new forms arose as technology diversified production. Demand increased in the 19th century as the
Industrial Revolution took hold. In the 20th, modernism changed the shape of silver inside and
outside the home. This beautifully illustrated volume presents highlights from the collection with
stunning photography and entries from leading specialists. In-depth essays relate a fascinating story
about eating, drinking, and entertaining that spans the history of the Republic and trace the
development of the Art Institute's holdings of American silver over nearly a century.
  chicago art institute history: Chicago's Historic Hyde Park Susan O'Connor Davis, 2013-07-09
Stretching south from 47th Street to the Midway Plaisance and east from Washington Park to the
lake’s shore, the historic neighborhood of Hyde Park—Kenwood covers nearly two square miles of
Chicago’s south side. At one time a wealthy township outside of the city, this neighborhood has been
home to Chicago’s elite for more than one hundred and fifty years, counting among its residents
presidents and politicians, scholars, athletes, and fiery religious leaders. Known today for the grand
mansions, stately row houses, and elegant apartments that these notables called home, Hyde
Park—Kenwood is still one of Chicago’s most prominent locales. Physically shaped by the Columbian
Exposition of 1893 and by the efforts of some of the greatest architects of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries—including Daniel Burnham, Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies Van Der Rohe—this area
hosts some of the city’s most spectacular architecture amid lush green space. Tree-lined streets give
way to the impressive neogothic buildings that mark the campus of the University of Chicago, and
some of the Jazz Age’s swankiest high-rises offer spectacular views of the water and distant
downtown skyline. In Chicago’s Historic Hyde Park, Susan O’Connor Davis offers readers a
biography of this distinguished neighborhood, from house to home, and from architect to resident.
Along the way, she weaves a fascinating tapestry, describing Hyde Park—Kenwood’s most
celebrated structures from the time of Lincoln through the racial upheaval and destructive urban
renewal of the 1940s, 50s, and 60s into the preservationist movement of the last thirty-five years.
Coupled with hundreds of historical photographs, drawings, and current views, Davis recounts the
life stories of these gorgeous buildings—and of the astounding talents that built them. This is
architectural history at its best.
  chicago art institute history: Art Deco Chicago Robert Bruegmann, 2018-10-02 An
expansive take on American Art Deco that explores Chicago's pivotal role in developing the
architecture, graphic design, and product design that came to define middle-class style in the
twentieth century Frank Lloyd Wright’s lost Midway Gardens, the iconic Sunbeam Mixmaster, and
Marshall Field’s famed window displays: despite the differences in scale and medium, each belongs
to the broad current of an Art Deco style that developed in Chicago in the first half of the twentieth
century. This ambitious overview of the city’s architectural, product, industrial, and graphic design
between 1910 and 1950 offers a fresh perspective on a style that would come to represent the
dominant mode of modernism for the American middle class. Lavishly illustrated with 325 images,



the book narrates Art Deco’s evolution in 101 key works, carefully curated and chronologically
organized to tell the story of not just a style but a set of sensibilities. Critical essays from leading
figures in the field discuss the ways in which Art Deco created an entire visual universe that
extended to architecture, advertising, household objects, clothing, and even food design. Through
this comprehensive approach to one of the 20th century’s most pervasive modes of expression in
America, Art Deco Chicago provides an essential overview of both this influential style and the
metropolis that came to embody it.
  chicago art institute history: Proceedings of the American Association of Museums
American Association of Museums, 1914 Each vol. contains a list of members.
  chicago art institute history: Gordon Bunshaft and SOM Nicholas Adams, 2019-10-11 This
nuanced portrait of Gordon Bunshaft and his work for the architecture firm SOM explores his role in
defining the built aesthetic of corporate America.
  chicago art institute history: The Rough Guide to Chicago Rough Guides, 2009-07-01 The
Rough Guide to Chicago is the ultimate travel guide with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the
best attractions Chicago has to offer. Discover the pulsating metropolis of Chicago from the Gospel
brunch at the House of Blues, a heavenly but fattening experience, to the Oak Street Beach, the
glorious summertime playground in a somewhat unexpected location. Packed with detailed, practical
advice on what to see and do in Chicago, this guide provides reliable, up-to-date descriptions of the
best hotels in Chicago, Chicago's best bars and recommended restaurants, and tips on the best
shopping and festivals in Chicago for all budgets. Featuring detailed coverage on a full range of
attractions; from the Maxwell Street Market and Steppenwolf Theatre, to boat trips on the Chicago
River and the Ravinia Festival, you'll find expert tips on exploring Chicago's amazing attractions
with an authoritative background on Chicago's rich culture and history. Explore all corners of
Chicago with the clearest maps of any guide. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide
to Chicago.
  chicago art institute history: Grant Park Dennis H Cremin, 2013-05-28 On November 4, 2008,
when president-elect Barack Obama celebrated his victory with more than one hundred thousand
supporters in Chicago, everyone knew where to meet. Long considered the showplace and cultural
center of Chicago, Grant Park has been the site of tragedy and tension, as well as success and joy. In
addition to serving as the staging grounds for Abraham Lincoln’s funeral procession through the
city, the park has been the setting for civil rights protests and the 1968 Democratic National
Convention demonstrations. The faithful attended the open-air mass of Pope John Paul II in Grant
Park, and fans gathered there to cheer for the Chicago Bulls after their championship wins. The long
park overlooking the beautiful waters of Lake Michigan has played an active part in Chicago and U.
S. history. In 1836, only three years after Chicago was founded, Chicagoans set aside the first
narrow shoreline as public ground and declared it “forever open, clear, and free. . . .” Chicago
historian and author Dennis H. Cremin reveals that despite such intent, the transformation of Grant
Park to the spectacular park it is more than 175 years later was a gradual process, at first fraught
with a lack of funding and organization, and later challenged by erosion, the railroads, automobiles,
and a continued battle between original intent and conceptions of progress. Throughout the book,
Cremin shows that while Grant Park’s landscape and uses have changed throughout its rocky
history, the public ground continues to serve “as a display case for the city and a calling card to
visitors.” Amply illustrated with maps and images from throughout Chicago’s history, Grant Park
shows readers how Chicago’s “front yard” developed into one of the finest urban parks in the
country today. 2014 Illinois State Historical Society Book of the Year
  chicago art institute history: American Egyptologist Jeffrey Abt, 2011 James Henry Breasted
(1865-1935) had a career that epitomizes our popular image of the archaeologist. In this work, Abt
weaves together the disparate strands of Breasted's life, from his small-town origins following the
Civil War to his evolution into the father of American Egyptology.
  chicago art institute history: Cold War American Exhibitions of Italian Art and Design Antje
Gamble, 2023-07-13 Enriching the existing scholarship on this important exhibition, Italy at Work:



Her Renaissance in Design Today (1950–53), this book shows the dynamic role art, specifically
sculpture, played in constructing both Italian and American culture after World War II (WWII).
Moving beyond previous studies, this book looks to the archival sources and beyond the history of
design for a greater understanding of the stakes of the show. First, the book considers art’s role in
this exhibition’s import—prominent mid-century sculptors like Giacomo Manzù, Fausto Melotti, and
Lucio Fontana were included. Second, it foregrounds the particular role sculpture was able to play
in transcending the boundaries of fine art and craft to showcase innovative formalist aesthetics of
modernism without falling in the critiques of modernism playing out on the international stage in
terms of state funding for art. Third, the book engages with the larger socio-political use of art as a
cultural soft power both within the American and Italian contexts. Fourth, it highlights the important
role race and culture of Italians and Italian-Americans played in the installation and success of this
exhibition. Lastly, therefore, this study connects an investigation of modernist sculpture, modern
design, post-war exhibitions, sociology, and transatlantic politics and economics to highlight the
important role sculpture played in post-war Italian and American cultural production. The book will
be of interest to scholars working in art history, design history, museum studies, Italian studies, and
American studies.
  chicago art institute history: History of Milwaukee, City and County William George
Bruce, 1922
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