a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan

**Exploring the Depths of "A Visit from the Goon Squad" by Jennifer Egan**

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan is a novel that has captivated readers and critics
alike with its innovative storytelling and profound exploration of time, memory, and human
connection. Published in 2010, this Pulitzer Prize-winning work defies traditional narrative
structures, weaving together interconnected stories that span decades and perspectives. If you're
curious about what makes this book so unique and why it resonates so deeply with readers, you're in
the right place.

What Is "A Visit from the Goon Squad" About?

At its core, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is a mosaic of characters linked by their pasts in the music
industry, their personal struggles, and the inevitable passage of time. The “goon squad”
metaphorically represents time itself—relentless, unavoidable, and sometimes cruel. Jennifer Egan
masterfully captures how time shapes identities, relationships, and destinies.

Unlike a traditional novel with a linear plot, the book is composed of thirteen chapters, each
focusing on different characters, moments, and even narrative styles. These snapshots create a rich
tapestry that reflects the complexity of life and the inescapable impact of the past on the present.

Jennifer Egan’s Innovative Narrative Techniques

One of the standout features of *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is Jennifer Egan’s experimental
approach to storytelling. She doesn’t just tell a story; she plays with form and perspective in
captivating ways.

Non-Linear Storytelling

The narrative jumps back and forth across time—from the 1970s to the early 2000s and beyond. This
non-linear progression mimics how memory works, where past experiences surface unexpectedly
and influence present actions. Readers experience the characters’ lives in fragments, gradually
piecing together their stories and the connections between them.

Varied Perspectives and Voices

Egan gives voice to an eclectic cast, ranging from aging music producers to teenage hackers. Each

chapter adopts a unique tone and style, allowing readers to see the world through different lenses.

This multiplicity enriches the narrative and emphasizes the diverse ways people cope with time and
change.



The PowerPoint Chapter

Perhaps the most talked-about segment is the chapter written as a PowerPoint presentation, titled
“Great Rock and Roll Pauses.” This inventive format uses slides with minimal text and images to
convey a story about a character’s struggles with addiction and recovery. It’s a bold departure from
conventional prose and highlights Egan’s willingness to experiment with form to deepen emotional
impact.

Thematic Depths of the Novel

Beyond its narrative ingenuity, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* delves into profound themes that
resonate universally.

Time and Its Consequences

The goon squad—time—lurks over every page. Characters face the consequences of past decisions,
the erosion of youth, and the shifting nature of identity. Egan explores how time can be both
destructive and redemptive, shaping lives in unpredictable ways.

Music as a Metaphor

Music plays a central role, not just as a backdrop, but as a metaphor for creativity, connection, and
the passage of eras. The novel’s characters are intertwined with the music industry, making songs
and performances symbolic of their hopes, failures, and transformations.

Technology and Modern Life

Egan also touches on the influence of technology and cultural shifts, particularly in later chapters.
The inclusion of a chapter focused on a young hacker reflects changing social landscapes and the
new challenges of identity and communication in the digital age.

Why Readers Are Drawn to "A Visit from the Goon
Squad”

There are several reasons why *A Visit from the Goon Squad* has become a modern classic beloved
by many.



Relatable Characters and Emotional Honesty

Despite their varied backgrounds and circumstances, the characters feel authentic and deeply
human. Their vulnerabilities, regrets, and moments of hope strike a chord with readers who see
reflections of their own experiences in the narrative.

Fresh and Engaging Storytelling

Egan’s inventive narrative techniques keep readers intrigued and engaged. The unpredictability of
the structure invites active participation, as readers piece together timelines and relationships,
making the reading experience immersive and rewarding.

Thought-Provoking Themes

The novel encourages reflection on the nature of time, memory, and personal growth. It prompts
readers to consider how their own lives are shaped by past choices and how they might confront the
future.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Novel

Given the novel’s complexity and unconventional structure, here are some helpful tips to enhance
your reading experience:

e Embrace the Non-Linearity: Don’t worry about following a strict chronological order. Allow
the fragmented stories to unfold naturally, and enjoy discovering connections gradually.

e Pay Attention to Details: Small details about characters and events often have larger
significance across chapters. These subtle links enrich the overall narrative.

e Reflect on the Themes: Take time to consider the broader themes of time, memory, and
identity as you read. This reflection adds depth to your understanding of the characters’

journeys.

e Appreciate the Form: When you reach the PowerPoint chapter or other stylistic shifts,
embrace the novelty. These sections offer unique insights into the story and characters.

The Legacy of "A Visit from the Goon Squad"

Since its publication, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* by Jennifer Egan has left a lasting impact on



contemporary literature. It challenged conventions and inspired other writers to experiment with
narrative forms. The novel’s success at prestigious awards like the Pulitzer Prize highlighted the
literary world’s appreciation for innovation and emotional depth.

Moreover, the book continues to be studied in academic settings and book clubs, where readers
explore its intricate storytelling and thematic richness. Its influence extends beyond literature,
sparking conversations about how stories can be told in new and meaningful ways.

Reading *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is not just about following a plot—it’s an invitation to
experience the passage of time through a kaleidoscope of voices, styles, and emotions. Jennifer
Egan’s work reminds us that life is complex, interconnected, and ever-changing, much like the novel
itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' by
Jennifer Egan?

‘A Visit from the Goon Squad' explores themes of time, change, and the interconnectedness of
people's lives, focusing on how past actions influence present circumstances.

How is the narrative structure of 'A Visit from the Goon Squad’
unique?

The novel uses a non-linear narrative with multiple perspectives and styles, including a PowerPoint
chapter, to reflect the fragmented and evolving nature of time and memory.

Who are the main characters in 'A Visit from the Goon Squad'?

Key characters include Bennie Salazar, a music producer, and his assistant Sasha, whose lives and
relationships are explored across different times and settings.

What role does music play in 'A Visit from the Goon Squad'?

Music serves as a backdrop and metaphor for the passage of time and change, highlighting the
characters' connections and the cultural shifts over the decades.

Why did Jennifer Egan choose the title 'A Visit from the Goon
Squad'?

The 'Goon Squad' is a metaphor for time itself, an unstoppable force that disrupts and changes lives,
emphasizing the novel's focus on the impact of time.

How was 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' received by critics and



readers?

The novel was widely acclaimed for its innovative style and profound themes, winning the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction in 2011 and gaining a strong following among readers.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Multifaceted Narrative of *A Visit from the Goon Squad* by Jennifer Egan**

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan stands as a landmark in contemporary American
literature, notable for its innovative structure and incisive exploration of time, memory, and human
connection. Jennifer Egan’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel defies traditional storytelling by weaving
together a mosaic of interconnected characters and timelines, offering readers a profound
meditation on the relentless passage of time and its impact on identity.

In-Depth Analysis of *A Visit from the Goon Squad*

At its core, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is less a conventional novel and more a collection of linked
short stories that coalesce into a cohesive narrative tapestry. Jennifer Egan employs a fragmented,
non-linear style that challenges readers to piece together the lives of her characters across decades.
The title itself, referencing the "goon squad" as a metaphor for time, sets the tone for the thematic
preoccupation with aging, loss, and transformation.

The novel’s structure is one of its most distinctive features. Instead of following a single
protagonist’s journey, Egan shifts perspectives between various characters—most notably Bennie
Salazar, a music producer, and his assistant Sasha, whose lives intersect in the 1970s and then
again in the 2000s. This multiplicity of viewpoints allows the novel to explore a wide array of human
experiences related to ambition, regret, and redemption.

Innovative Narrative Techniques

Jennifer Egan’s narrative experimentation extends beyond her use of multiple narrators. One
chapter famously takes the form of a PowerPoint presentation, blending visual storytelling with
traditional prose. This stylistic choice not only reflects the digital age’s influence but also challenges
the boundaries of literary form, inviting readers to engage with the text in unconventional ways.

Moreover, Egan’s prose is notable for its lyrical quality, balancing sharp dialogue with evocative
descriptions that capture the emotional undercurrents of her characters’ lives. The shifts in
tone—from nostalgic to cynical, hopeful to despairing—mirror the unpredictability of life itself,
reinforcing the novel’s thematic concerns.

Thematic Exploration: Time, Memory, and Identity



Central to *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is the exploration of time as an unstoppable force. The
“goon squad” metaphor personifies time as a group that relentlessly disrupts lives, eroding youth
and certainty. This theme resonates throughout the interlinked stories, as characters grapple with
their past choices, present realities, and uncertain futures.

Memory plays a crucial role in how characters perceive themselves and each other. Egan delves into
the fallibility of memory, showing how recollections are often fragmented, selective, or distorted.
This investigation into memory’s unreliability deepens the novel’s psychological complexity, inviting
readers to question the nature of truth and narrative.

Identity, too, is fluid and multifaceted within the novel. Characters often reinvent themselves or
confront the dissonance between who they were and who they have become. This fluidity reflects
broader cultural anxieties about authenticity and the self in a rapidly changing world.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

When compared to other contemporary works that explore time and interconnectedness—such as
David Mitchell’s *Cloud Atlas* or Zadie Smith’s *White Teeth*—*A Visit from the Goon Squad*
distinguishes itself through its intimate focus on the music industry and the personal ramifications of
cultural shifts. While Mitchell’s work spans multiple eras with a science fiction slant, and Smith’s
novel explores multiculturalism and family dynamics, Egan’s novel offers a more introspective look
at the passage of time and its subtle emotional toll.

Critics have lauded Egan’s ability to blend experimental form with accessible storytelling. The novel
won the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, underscoring its critical acclaim and cultural impact. Its
innovative approach has influenced a generation of writers seeking to push the boundaries of
narrative structure.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: The novel’s inventive form and richly drawn characters create a compelling and
thought-provoking reading experience. Egan’s prose is both elegant and approachable, making
complex themes digestible.

e Limitations: Some readers may find the non-linear structure challenging, and the stylistic

shifts—such as the PowerPoint chapter—could disrupt narrative immersion. Additionally, the
fragmented nature of the stories sometimes leaves certain character arcs feeling incomplete.

Contextual Features and Cultural Impact

Set against the backdrop of the music industry, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* offers a unique lens
on cultural evolution from the late 20th century into the digital age. Egan’s insider knowledge



enriches the depiction of industry dynamics, including the rise and fall of artists and the pervasive
influence of technology on creativity and communication.

The novel’s engagement with technology—illustrated notably in the innovative chapter
format—anticipates broader societal shifts toward digital media and fragmented attention spans.
This prescience adds a layer of relevance, positioning the novel as both a product and critique of its
time.

Furthermore, the book’s exploration of themes such as addiction, trauma, and redemption resonates
with contemporary discussions about mental health and personal resilience. Egan’s nuanced
portrayal avoids clichés, offering instead a compassionate and honest examination of human frailty.

Audience and Accessibility

While *A Visit from the Goon Squad* appeals to readers interested in literary fiction and
experimental narratives, it also attracts those drawn to character-driven stories and cultural
commentary. Its accessible prose style broadens its reach beyond academic circles, making it
suitable for book clubs and general readers seeking depth without obscurity.

The novel’s episodic nature allows readers to engage with individual chapters independently, though
the full impact emerges when the entire work is considered as an interconnected whole. This
flexibility enhances its appeal, accommodating diverse reading preferences.

The multifaceted narrative and thematic richness of *A Visit from the Goon Squad* by Jennifer Egan
ensure its continued relevance and influence in literary discourse. Its probing inquiry into time’s
relentless march and the complexities of human relationships invites ongoing reflection and
discussion among readers and critics alike.

A Visit From The Goon Squad By Jennifer Egan

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad Jennifer Egan,
2010-06-08 NATIONAL BESTSELLER « NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE WINNER ¢ With music
pulsing on every page, this startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and redemption “features
characters about whom you come to care deeply as you watch them doing things they shouldn't,
acting gloriously, infuriatingly human” (The Chicago Tribune). One of the New York Times’s 100
Best Books of the 21st Century * One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years
Bennie is an aging former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young
woman he employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a
host of other characters whose paths intersect with theirs. “Pitch perfect.... Darkly, rippingly
funny.... Egan possesses a satirist’s eye and a romance novelist’s heart.” —The New York Times
Book Review

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-05-20

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer
Egan Samarra Hyde, 2011

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad Reread Ivan


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-196/a-visit-from-the-goon-squad-by-jennifer-egan.pdf

Kreilkamp, 2021-02-02 Jennifer Egan described her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel A Visit from the
Goon Squad as a combination of Proust and The Sopranos. In rereading the book, Ivan Kreilkamp
takes Egan up on her comparison, showing how it blends a concern with the status of the novel in
the twenty-first century with an elegiac meditation on how we experience the passage of time.
Kreilkamp, a former music critic, examines how Egan’s characters turn to rock and especially punk
in search of community and meaning. He considers what the novel’s portrayal of music says about
the role of art in contemporary culture as digitization makes older technologies obsolete. Combining
personal and critical reflection, he reveals how A Visit from the Goon Squad articulates and
responds to the sense of loss many feel as cherished physical objects are replaced with immaterial
data. For Kreilkamp, Egan’s novel compellingly combines the psychological realism of the
nineteenth-century novel with more recent and transient forms such as the celebrity magazine
profile or a PowerPoint presentation to provide a self-reflective diagnosis of the decay and
endurance of literature. Arranged like Egan’s novel into A and B sides, this book highlights not only
how A Visit from the Goon Squad speaks to our mass-media and digital present but also its
page-turning pleasure.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: A Visit from the Goon Squad , 2010

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Keep Jennifer Egan, 2007-07-10
NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ Part horror tale, part mystery, part romance ... utterly fantastic.”—O,
The Oprah Magazine ¢ The bestselling, award-winning author of A Visit from the Goon Squad
brilliantly conjures a world from which escape is impossible and where the keep—the tower, the last
stand—is both everything worth protecting and the very thing that must be surrendered in order to
survive. Two cousins, irreversibly damaged by a childhood prank, reunite twenty years later to
renovate a medieval castle in Eastern Europe. In an environment of extreme paranoia, cut off from
the outside world, the men reenact the signal event of their youth, with even more catastrophic
results. And as the full horror of their predicament unfolds, a prisoner, in jail for an unnamed crime,
recounts an unforgettable story that seamlessly brings the crimes of the past and present into
piercing relation.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Study Guide: a Visit from the Goon Squad by
[ennifer Egan (SuperSummary) SuperSummary, 2019-02-23 SuperSummary, a modern alternative to
SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging works of literature. This
41-page guide for A Visit From The Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis covering 13 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Time and Meaning.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Digital Banal Zara Dinnen, 2018-01-02
Contemporary culture is haunted by its media. Yet in their ubiquity, digital media have become
increasingly banal, making it harder for us to register their novelty or the scope of the social
changes they have wrought. What do we learn about our media environment when we look closely at
the ways novelists and filmmakers narrate and depict banal use of everyday technologies? How do
we encounter our own media use in scenes of waiting for e-mail, watching eBay bids, programming
as work, and worrying about numbers of social media likes, friends, and followers? Zara Dinnen
analyzes a range of prominent contemporary novels, films, and artworks to contend that we live in
the condition of the “digital banal,” not noticing the affective and political novelty of our relationship
to digital media. Authors like Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, Sheila Heti, Jonathan Lethem, Gary
Shteyngart, Colson Whitehead, Mark Amerika, Ellen Ullman, and Danica Novgorodoff and films such
as The Social Network and Catfish critique and reveal the ways in which digital labor isolates the
individual; how the work of programming has become an operation of power; and the continuation of
the “Californian ideology,” which has folded the radical into the rote and the imaginary into the
mundane. The works of these writers and artists, Dinnen argues, also offer ways of resisting the
more troubling aspects of the effects of new technologies, as well as timely methods for seeing the
digital banal as a politics of suppression. Bridging the gap between literary studies and media




studies, The Digital Banal recovers the shrouded disturbances that can help us recognize and
antagonize our media environment.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Look at Me Jennifer Egan, 2009-12-23
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST ¢ In this ambitiously multilayered novel from the bestselling,
award-winning author of A Visit from the Goon Squad, a fashion model named Charlotte Swenson
emerges from a car accident in her Illinois hometown with her face so badly shattered that it takes
eighty titanium screws to reassemble it. She returns to New York still beautiful but oddly
unrecognizable, a virtual stranger in the world she once effortlessly occupied. With the surreal
authority of a David Lynch, Jennifer Egan threads Charlotte’s narrative with those of other casualties
of our infatuation with the image. There’s a deceptively plain teenaged girl embarking on a
dangerous secret life, an alcoholic private eye, and an enigmatic stranger who changes names and
accents as he prepares an apocalyptic blow against American society. As these narratives inexorably
converge, Look at Me becomes a coolly mesmerizing intellectual thriller of identity and imposture.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Candy House Jennifer Egan, 2023-03-07
The Candy House opens with the staggeringly brilliant Bix Bouton, whose company, Mandala, is so
successful that he is one of those tech demi-gods with whom we're all on a first name basis. Bix is
40, with four kids, restless, desperate for a new idea, when he stumbles into a conversation group,
mostly Columbia professors, one of whom is experimenting with downloading or externalizing
memory. It's 2010. Within a decade, Bix's new technology, Own Your Unconscious-that allows you
access to every memory you've ever had, and to share every memory in exchange for access to the
memories of others-has seduced multitudes. But not everyone. In spellbinding interlocking
narratives, Egan spins out the consequences of Own Your Unconscious through the lives of multiple
characters whose paths intersect over several decades. Intellectually dazzling, The Candy House is
also extraordinarily moving, a testament to the tenacity and transcendence of human longing for real
connection, love, family, privacy and redemption. In the world of Egan's spectacular imagination,
there are counters who track and exploit desires and there are eluders, those who understand the
price of taking a bite of the Candy House. Egan introduces these characters in an astonishing array
of narrative styles-from omniscient to first person plural to a duet of voices, an epistolary chapter
and a chapter of tweets. If Goon Squad was organized like a concept album, The Candy House
incorporates Electronic Dance Music's more disjunctive approach. The parts are titled: Build, Break,
Drop. With an emphasis on gaming, portals, and alternate worlds, its structure also suggests the
experience of moving among dimensions in a role-playing game. The Candy House is a bold, brilliant
imagining of a world that is moments away. Egan takes to stunning new heights her deeply intuitive
forays into the darker aspects of our technology-driven, image-saturated culture (Vogue). The Candy
House delivers an absolutely extraordinary combination of fierce, exhilarating intelligence and
heart--

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work
surveys American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse
range of American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials.
Bringing useful and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a
century of American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides
overviews of literary movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical,
cultural, and political contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary American Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres,
and movements that are emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary
movements represented, such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and
development of modern Native American literature, African American literature, and other
representative groups that showcase the diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary
documents and background material provides indispensable information for student research.



a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Tribe of Pyn David Cowart, 2015-12-02 A
study of generational inheritance, engagement, and cross-fertilization in the landscape of literary
postmodernism

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Art of Identification Rex Ferguson,
Melissa M. Littlefield, James Purdon, 2021-08-13 Since the mid-nineteenth century, there has been a
notable acceleration in the development of the techniques used to confirm identity. From
fingerprints to photographs to DNA, we have been rapidly amassing novel means of identification,
even as personal, individual identity remains a complex chimera. The Art of Identification examines
how such processes are entangled within a wider sphere of cultural identity formation. Against the
backdrop of an unstable modernity and the rapid rise and expansion of identificatory techniques,
this volume makes the case that identity and identification are mutually imbricated and that our best
understanding of both concepts and technologies comes through the interdisciplinary analysis of
science, bureaucratic infrastructures, and cultural artifacts. With contributions from literary critics,
cultural historians, scholars of film and new media, a forensic anthropologist, and a human
bioarcheologist, this book reflects upon the relationship between the bureaucratic, scientific, and
technologically determined techniques of identification and the cultural contexts of art, literature,
and screen media. In doing so, it opens the interpretive possibilities surrounding identification and
pushes us to think about it as existing within a range of cultural influences that complicate the
precise formulation, meaning, and reception of the concept. In addition to the editors, the
contributors to this volume include Dorothy Butchard, Patricia E. Chu, Jonathan Finn, Rebecca
Gowland, Liv Hausken, Matt Houlbrook, Rob Lederer, Andrew Mangham, Victoria Stewart, and Tim
Thompson.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Walking and the Aesthetics of Modernity
Klaus Benesch, Francois Specq, 2016-08-31 This book gathers together an array of international
scholars, critics, and artists concerned with the issue of walking as a theme in modern literature,
philosophy, and the arts. Covering a wide array of authors and media from eighteenth-century fiction
writers and travelers to contemporary film, digital art, and artists’ books, the essays collected here
take a broad literary and cultural approach to the art of walking, which has received considerable
interest due to the burgeoning field of mobility studies. Contributors demonstrate how walking, far
from constituting a simplistic, naive, or transparent cultural script, allows for complex visions and
reinterpretations of a human'’s relation to modernity, introducing us to a world of many different and
changing realities.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Moments of Capital Eli Jelly-Schapiro,
2023-03-21 Undertaken at the interface of critical theory and world literature, Moments of Capital
sets out to grasp the unity and heterogeneity of global capital in the postcolonial present. Eli
Jelly-Schapiro argues that global capital is composed of three synchronous moments: primitive
accumulation, expanded reproduction, and the synthetic dispossession facilitated by financialization
and privatization. These moments correspond to distinct economic and political forms, and distinct
strands of theory and fiction. Moments of Capital integrates various intellectual traditions—from
multiple trajectories of Marxist thought, to Weberian inquiries into the spirit of capitalism, to
anticolonial accounts of racial depredation—to reveal the concurrent interrelation of the three
moments of capital. The book's literary readings, meanwhile, make vivid the uneven texture and
experience of capitalist modernity at large. Analyzing formally and thematically diverse
novels—works by Fiston Mwanza Mujila, Marlon James, Jennifer Egan, Eugene Lim, Rafael Chirbes,
Neel Mukherjee, Rachel Kushner, and others—]Jelly-Schapiro evinces the different patterns of feeling
and consciousness that register, and hypothesize a way beyond, the contradictions of capital. This
book develops a new conceptual key for the mapping of contemporary theory, world literature, and
global capital itself.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Literature in the Digital Age Adam Hammond,
2016-03-09 This book guides readers through the most salient theoretical and creative possibilities
opened up by the shift to digital literary forms.



a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The New York Times Book Review The New
York Times, 2021-11-02 A “delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most
influential book review in America, featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable
coverage over the past 125 years. Since its first issue on October 10, 1896, The New York Times
Book Review has brought the world of ideas to the reading public. It is the publication where
authors have been made, and where readers first encountered the classics that have enriched their
lives. Now the editors have curated the Book Review’s dynamic 125-year history, which is essentially
the story of modern American letters. Brimming with remarkable reportage and photography, this
beautiful book collects interesting reviews, never-before-heard anecdotes about famous writers, and
spicy letter exchanges. Here are the first takes on novels we now consider masterpieces, including a
long-forgotten pan of Anne of Green Gables and a rave of Mrs. Dalloway, along with reviews and
essays by Langston Hughes, Eudora Welty, James Baldwin, Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of
stunning vintage photographs, many of them sourced from the Times’s own archive, readers will
discover how literary tastes have shifted through the years—and how the Book Review’s coverage
has shaped so much of what we read today.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: Reflecting 9/11 Heather Pope, Victoria
Bryan, 2016-06-22 In over fifteen years, the cultural and artistic response to 9/11 has been
wide-ranging in form and function. As the turbulent post-9/11 years have unfolded - years that have
been shaped and characterized by the War on Terror, the Patriot Act, the Wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, 7/7, Abu Ghraib and Guantdnamo Bay - these texts have been commemorative and heroic, have
attempted to work through collective and individual traumas, and have struggled with trying to
represent the “terrorist other.” Many of these earlier domestic, heroic and traumatic works have so
often been read as limitations in narrative. This collection, however, challenges the language of
limitation and provides re-readings of earlier work, but also traces the emergence of a new paradigm
for discussing the artistic responses to 9/11 - one that frames these narratives as dialogic,
self-conscious and self-reflexive interventions in the responses to the attacks, the initial
representations of the attacks, and the ever-shifting social and geopolitical continuities of the 9/11
decade. These texts widen the conversation about the lasting impacts of 9/11, and incorporate
strands of discussion on American exceptionalism and imperialism, torture, and otherness, whilst
still remaining invested in the personal and collective traumas of the attacks. The authors included
here ask crucial questions about the way 9/11 is being historicized: will it, for example, be read as a
moment of rupture or epoch? Will it inevitably be attached to the War on Terror or the Wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan? As they trace the emergent patterns of reflexivity, politicization and dissent, the
contributions here are also implicitly invested in asking how far they extend.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The eBook Insider Editors and Authors at
Knopf Doubleday, 2010-12-21 The eBook Insider is the ultimate readers’ resource for choosing great
books. The perfect first stop to make along the way as you fill your e-reader with the books that
you’ll want to have in your library and recommend to friends. It’s the place to find out what some of
your favorite authors are reading and recommending, including Dan Brown, Nora Ephron, Carl
Hiaasen, Alexander McCall Smith, Chuck Palahniuk, and others. All in one place you can preview
excerpts from the best books of the year, from winners of the National Book Award, the Man Booker
Prize and the Pulitzer Prize to New York Times Notable Book selections. Whether you love fiction,
history, biographies or are looking for a thriller to keep you up all night, a thought-provoking pick
for your reading group, or the latest book to be adapted into a movie, you’re bound to find just what
you're looking for when you consult The eBook Insider. All of this from the editors and authors you'll
want to turn to for the best recommendations in reading, both on the printed page and on your
e-reading device.

a visit from the goon squad by jennifer egan: The Literature of Reconstruction Wolfgang
Funk, 2017-03-23 Winner of the 2016 ESSE Junior Scholar Book Award in Literatures in the English
Language The Literature of Reconstruction argues for the term and concept of 'postmillennial
reconstruction' to fill the gap left by the decline of postmodernism and deconstruction as useful



cultural and literary categories. Wolfgang Funk shows how this notion emerges from the theoretical
and philosophical development that led to the demise of postmodernism by relating it to the idea of
‘authenticity': immediate experience that eludes direct representation. In addition, he provides a
clear formal framework with which to identify and classify the features of 'reconstructive literature'
by updating the narratological category of 'metafiction’, originally established in the 1980s. Based
on Werner Wolf's observation of a 'metareferential turn' in contemporary arts and media, he
illustrates how the specific use of metareference results in a renegotiation of the specific patterns of
literary communication and claims that this renegotiation can be profitably described with the
concept of 'reconstruction'. To substantiate this claim, in the second half of the book Funk discusses
narrative texts that illustrate this transition from postmodern deconstruction to postmillennial
reconstruction. The analyses take in distinguished and prize-winning writers such as Dave Eggers,
Julian Barnes, Jennifer Egan and Jasper Fforde. The broad scope of authors, featuring writers from
the US as well as the UK, underlines the fact that the reconstructive tendencies and strategies Funk
diagnoses are of universal significance for the intellectual and cultural self-image of the global
North.
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