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William S Burroughs Short Stories: Exploring the Avant-Garde Worlds of a Literary Icon

william s burroughs short stories open a portal into some of the most experimental and
provocative writing of the 20th century. Known primarily for his groundbreaking novels like *Naked
Lunch*, Burroughs’ short fiction offers an equally compelling glimpse into his sharp wit, dark
imagination, and innovative narrative techniques. For readers interested in the Beat Generation,
postmodern literature, or avant-garde storytelling, diving into his short stories is an essential
experience. They reveal Burroughs’ ability to shock, entertain, and challenge conventional literary
forms—all within a compact framework.

The Unique Style of William S Burroughs Short Stories

William S Burroughs didn’t write short stories in the traditional sense. His work frequently defies
linear storytelling, embracing fragmentation, collage, and cut-up techniques that disrupt narrative
flow. This style creates a disorienting but thrilling reading experience, where time and space bend,
and characters morph unpredictably.

Cut-Up Technique and Narrative Experimentation

One of the most famous hallmarks of Burroughs’ work, including his short stories, is the cut-up
method. This technique involves physically cutting and rearranging text to create new meanings and
juxtapositions. Burroughs discovered it as a way to break free from linear constraints and to tap into
subconscious associations.

In his short stories, the cut-up style often results in surreal, dreamlike sequences and fragmented
dialogue that challenge readers to piece together meaning. This experimentation not only influences
the story’s form but also its themes—reflecting chaos, control, addiction, and societal collapse.

Dark Humor and Satire

Despite the complexity of his narrative style, Burroughs’ short stories are infused with a biting dark
humor. His works often satirize authority, conformity, and the absurdities of modern life. This
cynical yet witty tone makes his stories simultaneously unsettling and oddly entertaining.

Notable Collections of William S Burroughs Short
Stories

While Burroughs wrote numerous short stories throughout his career, several collections stand out
as essential reading for fans and newcomers alike.



Naked Lunch and Other Short Fictions

Although *Naked Lunch* is primarily known as a novel, it originated from a series of loosely
connected short stories and vignettes. Many of these pieces were published separately before being
compiled into the book. This collection showcases Burroughs’ hallmark nonlinear style and
provocative subject matter—ranging from drug addiction to dystopian control systems.

Exterminator! (1973)

This collection is a treasure trove of Burroughs’ short fiction, reflecting his mature style. The stories
here delve into themes like addiction, surveillance, and societal decay, often with a sci-fi or
metaphysical twist. Readers will find bizarre characters, dystopian landscapes, and a pervasive
sense of paranoia.

Interzone (1989)

Named after the mythical city that appears in many of Burroughs’ works, *Interzone* is a fascinating
anthology of short stories and essays. It captures the chaotic energy of Burroughs’ early career and
presents a variety of styles, from straightforward narratives to experimental cut-ups. The stories
often explore themes of exile, identity, and control.

Themes Explored in William S Burroughs Short Stories

Burroughs’ stories are rich with recurring motifs and themes that reflect his unique worldview and
personal experiences.

Addiction and Control

A prominent theme throughout Burroughs’ short fiction is addiction—not just to drugs, but to power,
technology, and societal systems. Many stories portray addiction as a metaphor for the human
condition, highlighting how control mechanisms infiltrate both the mind and society.

Paranoia and Surveillance

Burroughs wrote during the Cold War era, and his stories often reflect a deep mistrust of authority
and surveillance. The paranoid tone permeates his narratives, with characters frequently pursued,
monitored, or manipulated by shadowy forces.



Language as a Virus

In many of his short stories, Burroughs conceptualizes language itself as a form of control—almost a
living virus that shapes thought and behavior. This idea underpins much of his experimental writing,
where disrupting language patterns becomes a form of rebellion.

How to Approach Reading William S Burroughs Short
Stories

Given Burroughs’ unconventional style, his short stories can be challenging. Here are some tips to
get the most out of his work:

Read with an open mind: Expect nonlinear plots and fragmented narratives. Let go of
traditional story expectations.

Focus on atmosphere and themes: Instead of trying to piece together a straightforward
plot, pay attention to mood, symbolism, and recurring ideas.

Explore his cut-up technique: Understanding this method enhances appreciation of the
text’s structure and meaning.

Read multiple stories in succession: Burroughs’ themes and styles resonate more deeply
when experienced as a body of work rather than isolated pieces.

The Influence of Burroughs’ Short Stories on Literature
and Culture

William S Burroughs’ short stories have had a lasting impact on both literature and popular culture.
His experimental approach helped pave the way for postmodern and experimental writers who
challenge the boundaries of narrative form.

Impact on Beat Generation and Beyond

As a core figure of the Beat Generation, Burroughs influenced contemporaries like Allen Ginsberg
and Jack Kerouac. His short stories’ raw honesty and stylistic innovations inspired a generation of
writers to explore alternative ways of storytelling.



Legacy in Music, Film, and Art

Burroughs’ influence extends beyond literature. Musicians such as David Bowie and Kurt Cobain
cited his work as an inspiration. Filmmakers have adapted or drawn from his stories’ surreal and
dystopian elements. His short stories’ themes of alienation and rebellion continue to resonate in
various creative fields.

Where to Find William S Burroughs Short Stories

For readers eager to explore Burroughs’ short fiction, several avenues are available:

Published Collections: Books like *Exterminator!* and *Interzone* are widely available in
print and digital formats.

Literary Magazines and Anthologies: Some of his early short stories appeared in magazines
during the 1950s and 60s; anthologies of Beat literature often include select pieces.

Archives and Online Resources: Certain academic and literary websites feature Burroughs’
short fiction or critical essays about his work.

Exploring William S Burroughs short stories is a rewarding experience for anyone interested in the
fringes of literary innovation. His work challenges readers to reconsider what stories can be and
how language can be wielded to both liberate and control. Whether you’re encountering his work for
the first time or returning as a fan, these stories offer endless layers of discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous short stories by William S.
Burroughs?
Some of the most famous short stories by William S. Burroughs include "The Junky's Christmas,"
"The Cut-Up Method of Brion Gysin," and "The Discipline of D.E." These stories showcase his
experimental style and themes of addiction, control, and societal decay.

How does William S. Burroughs' writing style manifest in his
short stories?
Burroughs' writing style in his short stories is characterized by nonlinear narratives, cut-up and
collage techniques, surreal and often disturbing imagery, and exploration of themes like addiction,
control systems, and altered states of consciousness.



Are William S. Burroughs’ short stories connected to his
novels?
Yes, many of Burroughs’ short stories share thematic and stylistic elements with his novels, such as
explorations of drug addiction, societal control, and the use of experimental narrative techniques.
Some stories serve as extensions or experiments related to his larger works.

Where can I find collections of William S. Burroughs’ short
stories?
Collections of William S. Burroughs' short stories can be found in books like "Interzone," "The
Burroughs File," and "Exterminator!" These anthologies compile many of his shorter works and are
widely available in bookstores and online.

What influence did William S. Burroughs have on the short
story genre?
William S. Burroughs significantly influenced the short story genre by introducing experimental
techniques such as the cut-up method, challenging traditional narrative structures, and addressing
taboo subjects, thus expanding the boundaries of literary expression.

How do themes of addiction appear in Burroughs’ short
stories?
Addiction is a central theme in many of Burroughs’ short stories, depicted with raw honesty and
often autobiographical detail. He explores the psychological, social, and physical consequences of
drug dependency, reflecting his own experiences.

What role does the cut-up technique play in William S.
Burroughs' short stories?
The cut-up technique plays a crucial role in Burroughs' short stories, allowing him to disrupt
conventional narratives and create fragmented, collage-like texts. This method challenges readers'
perceptions and enhances the experimental nature of his work.

Additional Resources
William S Burroughs Short Stories: An Analytical Exploration of His Literary Craft

william s burroughs short stories occupy a distinct and influential place within twentieth-century
American literature. Renowned primarily for his groundbreaking novels such as *Naked Lunch*,
Burroughs' shorter works offer a concentrated glimpse into his experimental narrative style,
thematic preoccupations, and subversive worldview. This article delves into the nature of William S
Burroughs short stories, examining their stylistic features, recurring motifs, and their impact on
contemporary and subsequent literature. By analyzing his short fiction, we gain a deeper
understanding of how Burroughs challenged conventional storytelling and expanded the boundaries



of literary expression.

Understanding the Essence of William S Burroughs
Short Stories

William S Burroughs’ short stories are characterized by their fragmented, non-linear narratives and
their exploration of taboo subjects such as addiction, control, sexuality, and societal decay. Unlike
traditional short story formats which often adhere to a clear beginning, middle, and end, Burroughs’
stories frequently employ a cut-up technique—an innovative method of textual collage that disrupts
linearity to evoke a hallucinatory or dreamlike effect. This stylistic decision not only reflects
Burroughs’ avant-garde literary ethos but also mirrors the chaotic reality of the postmodern
condition he often depicted.

His short stories often function as microcosms of his broader thematic universe. While his novels
tend to be sprawling and labyrinthine, the short stories afford a more distilled experience of his
narrative experiments, allowing readers to engage with his ideas in a more immediate and
sometimes more accessible form.

Key Themes in Burroughs’ Short Fiction

Burroughs’ short stories recurrently probe themes that are both personal and political. Among the
most prominent are:

Drug addiction and altered states: Burroughs’ own struggles with substance abuse inform
much of his writing, with addiction portrayed not merely as a personal affliction but as a
metaphor for societal control mechanisms.

Control and subversion: The tension between authoritarian control and individual freedom
permeates his narratives, often illustrated through dystopian or surreal settings.

Sexuality and identity: His stories confront and deconstruct traditional notions of sexuality
and identity, frequently featuring queer characters and challenging normative social mores.

Paranoia and conspiracy: Many stories evoke an atmosphere of suspicion and surveillance,
reflecting Cold War anxieties and the pervasive sense of distrust in institutions.

These themes are not merely presented as abstract ideas but are woven into the fabric of his prose,
often delivered with a dark humor and a biting satirical edge.

Stylistic Features That Define Burroughs’ Short Stories



William S Burroughs short stories are notable for their experimental form and linguistic innovation.
His writing style eschews conventional narrative coherence in favor of fragmented imagery, abrupt
shifts in perspective, and the juxtaposition of seemingly unrelated elements. This approach is partly
attributed to his pioneering use of the cut-up technique, which he developed alongside Brion Gysin.
The cut-up method involves physically cutting text and rearranging it to create new meanings and
associations, effectively disrupting linear narrative flow.

This technique contributes to a disorienting reading experience that challenges readers to piece
together meaning from disparate fragments. It also mirrors the thematic concern with fractured
consciousness and the destabilization of reality.

In addition to the cut-up method, Burroughs’ prose is marked by:

Use of repetition and refrain

Graphic and sometimes shocking imagery

Dialogue that blends the mundane with the surreal

Intertextual references to popular culture, science fiction, and conspiracy theories

These stylistic choices have influenced a diverse range of writers, musicians, and artists,
establishing Burroughs as a seminal figure in the countercultural canon.

Notable Collections and Individual Stories

Several collections compile William S Burroughs short stories, each offering unique insights into his
evolving literary style:

Exterminator! (1973): This collection includes stories like “The Discipline of DE” and1.
“Twilight’s Last Gleamings,” which showcase Burroughs’ fascination with control systems and
dystopian futures.

Interzone (1989): Named after the liminal space that figures prominently in his work, this2.
volume gathers stories that blend hallucinatory imagery with noir sensibilities.

The Burroughs File (1984): A compilation of earlier and rare short stories, illustrating the3.
development of his narrative experimentation.

Individual stories such as “The Junky’s Christmas” stand out for their narrative clarity and emotional
depth, contrasting with his more cryptic and fragmented pieces. “The Junky’s Christmas” is often
praised for its poignant portrayal of addiction and redemption, demonstrating that Burroughs’ short
fiction can be both accessible and profound.



The Influence and Legacy of William S Burroughs’
Short Stories

William S Burroughs’ short stories have left an indelible mark on both literature and popular culture.
His innovative narrative techniques have inspired writers across genres, from postmodern novelists
to experimental poets. The cut-up technique, in particular, has been adopted and adapted by
musicians like David Bowie and bands such as Radiohead, illustrating the cross-disciplinary impact
of Burroughs’ literary experiments.

Academically, Burroughs’ short stories are studied for their role in the Beat Generation and the
broader context of American avant-garde literature. His work challenges traditional literary forms
and confronts the limitations of language, making it a fertile ground for theoretical exploration in
fields such as poststructuralism and cultural studies.

Moreover, Burroughs’ exploration of marginalized identities and taboo subjects has paved the way
for more inclusive and diverse narratives in contemporary literature. His fearless engagement with
issues of addiction, sexuality, and societal control continues to resonate with readers and critics
alike.

Comparative Perspective: Burroughs vs. Other Beat Writers

Compared to contemporaries like Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg, Burroughs’ short stories exhibit
a more radical formal experimentation. While Kerouac’s prose often embodies spontaneous flow and
Ginsberg’s poetry channels personal and social revelation, Burroughs disrupts narrative conventions
to a degree that is both challenging and provocative. This sets his short stories apart within the Beat
literary movement, positioning them at the intersection of Beat sensibility and postmodern
innovation.

Challenges and Critiques of Burroughs’ Short Stories

Despite their influence, William S Burroughs short stories can be polarizing. The fragmented
structure and dense allusions may alienate readers accustomed to traditional storytelling. Critics
have argued that the cut-up technique, while innovative, sometimes sacrifices coherence and
emotional engagement.

Additionally, Burroughs’ frequent use of graphic content and controversial themes has sparked
debate over the ethical implications of his work. Some readers find his portrayals of violence and
sexuality unsettling or problematic, raising questions about the balance between artistic freedom
and social responsibility.

However, these critiques also underscore the provocative power of Burroughs’ short fiction, which
continues to challenge readers to confront uncomfortable realities.

William S Burroughs short stories remain a vital part of the literary landscape, offering a unique
fusion of avant-garde experimentation and incisive social commentary. Their enduring relevance lies



in their ability to reflect and refract the complexities of human experience through a kaleidoscope of
fragmented narratives and radical form.

William S Burroughs Short Stories

  william s burroughs short stories: The Letters of William S. Burroughs William S.
Burroughs, 1994-06-01 These funny, filthy, and terrifically smart letters reveal him in a way that no
biographer can. -- New York Newsday Guru of the Beat generation, éminence grise of the
international avant-garde, dark prophet, and blackest of satirists, William S. Burroughs has had a
range of influence rivaled by few living writers. This volume of his correspondence from 1945 to
1959 vividly documents the personal and cultural history through which Burroughs developed,
revealing clues to illuminate his life and keys to open up his texts. More than that, it shows how
letter-writing was itself integral to his life and to his fiction. Beginning as surprisingly formal notes
from the road to his friends Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac, the letters deepen in substance and
style. Then, in Tangier, comes a dramatic shift in voice and vision and the explosive, distinctive
letters that will become Naked Lunch. Letters were lifelines for Burroughs, the outcast; and
works-in-progress for Burroughs, the writer; and, they track his turbulent journey across two
decades and three continents. To read them as they were written is to experience a unique merging
of life and letters, the extraordinary story of Williams S. Burroughs homme de lettres. Unrelenting
impact. -- Los Angeles Reader
  william s burroughs short stories: The Job William S. Burroughs, 2012-08-02 William
Burroughs’ work was dedicated to an assault upon language, traditional values and all agents of
control. Produced at a time when he was at his most extreme and messianic, The Job lays out his
abrasive, incisive, paranoiac, maddened and maddening worldview in interviews interspersed with
stories and other writing. On the Beat movement, the importance of the cut-up technique, the press,
Scientology, capital punishment, drugs, good and evil, the destruction of nations, Deadly Orgone
Radiation and whether violence just in words is violence enough – Burroughs’ insights show why he
was one of the most influential writers and one of the sharpest, most startling and strangest minds
of his generation.
  william s burroughs short stories: Interzone William S. Burroughs, 1990-02-01 In 1954
William Burroughs settled in Tangiers, finding a sanctuary of sorts in its shadowy streets, blind
alleys, and lowlife decadence. It was this city that served as a catalyst for Burroughs as a writer, the
backdrop for one of the most radical transformations of style in literary history. Burroughs's life
during this period is limned in a startling collection of short stories, autobiographical sketches,
letters, and diary entries, all of which showcase his trademark mordant humor, while delineating the
addictions to drugs and sex that are the central metaphors of his work. But it is the extraordinary
WORD, a long, sexually wild and deliberately offensive tirade, that blends confession, routine, and
fantasy and marks the true turning point of Burroughs as a writer-the breakthrough of his own
characteristic voice that will find its full realization in Naked Lunch. James Grauerholz's incisive
introduction sets the scene for this series of pieces, guiding the reader through Burroughs's literary
evolution from the precise, laconic, and deadpan writer of Junky and Queer to the radical,
uncompromising seer of Naked Lunch. Interzone is an indispensable addition to the canon of his
works.
  william s burroughs short stories: The Soft Machine William S. Burroughs, 2011-02-24 In
Naked Lunch, William S. Burroughs revealed his genius. In The Soft Machine he begins an
adventure that will take us even further into the dark recesses of his imagination, a region where
nothing is sacred, nothing taboo. Continuing his ferocious verbal assault on hatred, hype, poverty,
war, bureaucracy, and addiction in all its forms, Burroughs gives us a surreal space odyssey through

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/william-s-burroughs-short-stories.pdf


the wounded galaxies in a book only he could create.
  william s burroughs short stories: Last Words William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 Last Words:
The Final Journals of William S. Burroughs is the most intimate book ever written by William S.
Burroughs, author of Naked Lunch and one of the most celebrated literary outlaws of our time. Laid
out as diary entries of the last nine months of Burroughs's life, Last Words spans the realms of
cultural criticism, personal memoir, and fiction. Classic Burroughs concerns -- literature, U.S. drug
policy, the state of humanity, his love for his cats -- permeate the book. Most significantly, Last
Words contains some of the most personal work Burroughs has ever written, a final reckoning with
his life and regrets, and his reflections on the deaths of his friends Allen Ginsberg and Timothy
Leary. It is a poignant portrait of the man, his life, and his creative process -- one that never quit, not
even in the shadow of death.
  william s burroughs short stories: The Western Lands William S. Burroughs, 1988-12-07
From the legendary author of Naked Lunch, the conclusion of his trilogy that includes Cities of the
Red Night and Palace of Dead Roads The Western Land is legendary Beat writer William S.
Burrough’s profound, revealing, and often astonishing meditation on morality, loneliness, life, and
death -- a Book of the Dead for the nuclear age. Burrough's visionary power, his comic genius, and
his unerring ability to crack the codes that make up the life of this century are undimished. -- J.G.
Ballard, Washington Post Book World
  william s burroughs short stories: Exterminator! William S. Burroughs, 1979-03-29 A wity,
rauchy, satrical novel from the Beat legend and author of Naked Lunch Conspirators plot to explode
a train carrying nerve gas. A perfect servant suddenly reveals himself to be the insidious Dr. Fu
Manchu. Science-fantasy wars, racism, corporate capitalism, drug addiction, and various medical
and psychiatric horrors all play their parts in this mosaiclike, experimental novel. Here is William S.
Burroughs at his coruscating and hilarious best.
  william s burroughs short stories: Early Routines William S. Burroughs, 1981
  william s burroughs short stories: Word Virus William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 With the
publication of Naked Lunch in 1959, William Burroughs abruptly brought international letters into
the postmodern age. Beginning with his very early writing (including a chapter from his and Jack
Kerouac's never-before-seen collaborative novel), Word Virus follows the arc of Burroughs's
remarkable career, from his darkly hilarious routines to the experimental cut-up novels to Cities of
the Red Night and The Cat Inside. Beautifully edited and complemented by James Grauerholz's
illuminating biographical essays, Word Virus charts Burroughs's major themes and places the work
in the context of the life. It is an excellent tool for the scholar and a delight for the general reader.
Throughout a career that spanned half of the twentieth century, William S. Burroughs managed
continually to be a visionary among writers. When he died in 1997, the world of letters lost its most
elegant outsider.
  william s burroughs short stories: The Job William S. Burroughs, Daniel Odier, 1984 The Job
is William S. Burroughs at work, attacking our traditional values, condemning what he calls the
American nightmare, and expressing his often barbed views on Scientology, the police, orgone
therapy, history, women, writing, poitics, sex, drugs, and death. His conversation splices images of
death-by-hanging with elevators and airports, the story of his drug addiction and cure with ideas on
the use of hieroglyphs.
  william s burroughs short stories: My Education William S. Burroughs, 1996-06-01 My
Education is William S. Burroughs's final collection, first published two years before his death in
1997. It is a book of dreams, written over several decades and as personal and close to a memoir as
we will see. The dreams cover themes from the mundane and ordinary -- conversations with his
friends Allen Ginsberg or Ian Sommerville, feeding his cats, procuring drugs or sex -- to the erotic,
bizarre, and visionary. Always a rich source of imagery in Burroughs's own fiction, in this book,
dreams become a direct and powerful force in themselves. Mr. Burroughs has lost none of his
irreverence or wit, but in recent years he has acquired an elegant, elegiac tone. – The New York
Times



  william s burroughs short stories: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2007-12-01 Since its
original publication in Paris in 1959, Naked Lunch has become one of the most important novels of
the twentieth century. Exerting its influence on the relationship of art and obscenity, it is one of the
books that redefined not just literature but American culture. For the Burroughs enthusiast and the
neophyte, this volume—that contains final-draft typescripts, numerous unpublished
contemporaneous writings by Burroughs, his own later introductions to the book, and his essay on
psychoactive drugs—is a valuable and fresh experience of a novel that has lost none of its relevance
or satirical bite.
  william s burroughs short stories: The Job Daniel Odier, 1974
  william s burroughs short stories: The Short Story in Midcentury America Sam V. H.
Reese, 2017-06-06 The Short Story in Midcentury America provides in-depth case studies of four
major writers of the post–World War II era—Paul Bowles, Mary McCarthy, Eudora Welty, and
Tennessee Williams—examining how they used the contained aesthetics of short fiction to map out
an oppositional stance to the dominant narratives, both political and literary, of mid-twentieth
century U.S. culture. Sam V. H. Reese presents a new understanding of the connections between
politics, ideology, and literary form, arguing that writers employed the short story to critique the
cultural mores of the early Cold War. The four authors under discussion found themselves socially
marginalized by mainstream U.S. culture due to such factors as their gender, sexual orientation,
religion, and foreign residence. Reese shows that each author embraced the short story’s
compressed form as a means of resisting political coercion and conformity, speaking out in support
of freedom and open expression. Reese argues that these four writers used the formal restrictions of
the short story to develop a type of fiction that became recognizably countercultural, challenging the
expansive, sprawling novels then receiving acclaim from critics. His analysis underscores the means
by which each author’s short stories utilized the aesthetic practices of mediums outside conventional
narrative fiction: Bowles’s career as a composer, McCarthy’s criticism and memoirs, Williams’s
playwriting, and Welty’s photography. By studying both their prose and its conceptualization, Reese
reveals how writers resisted the political and stylistic pressures that defined U.S. literary culture in
the early years of the Cold War. In The Short Story in Midcentury America, Reese establishes a new
framework for considering countercultural literature in the United States, reassessing the critical
standing of the short story and re-evaluating the relationship between marginal social positions and
literary form during the mid-twentieth century.
  william s burroughs short stories: Naked Lunch William S. Burroughs, 2001 Since its
original publication in Paris in 1959, Naked Lunch has become one of the most important novels of
the twentieth century. Exerting its influence on the relationship of art and obscenity, it is one of the
books that redefined not just literature but American culture. For the Burroughs enthusiast and the
neophyte, this volume—that contains final-draft typescripts, numerous unpublished
contemporaneous writings by Burroughs, his own later introductions to the book, and his essay on
psychoactive drugs—is a valuable and fresh experience of a novel that has lost none of its relevance
or satirical bite.
  william s burroughs short stories: Cursed from Birth William S. Burroughs. Jr., 2006-08-23
Being the son of counter-culture author William S. Burroughs is bound to be a trial. After all, the
man who frequented lesbian dives and had a fascination with firearms couldn't possibly make that
great of a father. Perhaps inevitably, William Jr. (called Billy) referred to himself as cursed from
birth and in the book of the same name editor David Ohle collects parts of Billy's third and
unfinished novel Prakriti Junction, his last journals and poems, and correspondence and
conversations to recreate this tortured life. Endowed with the sufferings — but not the patience — of
Job, Billy's life was often characterized by tragedy and frustration, although there were also pockets
of success and levity. More than just the memoir of a casualty of the Beat Generation, Cursed From
Birth provides rare insight in Billy's father, as well as his scene, friends, and times. It also provides
an all-too-familiar story of familial difficulties that anyone with difficult parents can understand and
appreciate.



  william s burroughs short stories: Encyclopedia of the American Short Story Abby H. P.
Werlock, 2015-04-22 Two-volume set that presents an introduction to American short fiction from
the 19th century to the present.
  william s burroughs short stories: Liminality and the Short Story Jochen Achilles, Ina
Bergmann, 2014-12-05 This book is a study of the short story, one of the widest taught genres in
English literature, from an innovative methodological perspective. Both liminality and the short story
are well-researched phenomena, but the combination of both is not frequent. This book discusses the
relevance of the concept of liminality for the short story genre and for short story cycles,
emphasizing theoretical perspectives, methodological relevance and applicability. Liminality as a
concept of demarcation and mediation between different processual stages, spatial complexes, and
inner states is of obvious importance in an age of global mobility, digital networking, and interethnic
transnationality. Over the last decade, many symposia, exhibitions, art, and publications have been
produced which thematize liminality, covering a wide range of disciplines including literary,
geographical, psychological and ethnicity studies. Liminal structuring is an essential aspect of the
aesthetic composition of short stories and the cultural messages they convey. On account of its very
brevity and episodic structure, the generic liminality of the short story privileges the depiction of
transitional situations and fleeting moments of crisis or decision. It also addresses the moral
transgressions, heterotopic orders, and forms of ambivalent self-reflection negotiated within the
short story's confines. This innovative collection focuses on both the liminality of the short story and
on liminality in the short story.
  william s burroughs short stories: White Subway William S. Burroughs, 1975
  william s burroughs short stories: The BBC National Short Story Award 2016 KJ Orr,
Tahmina Anam, Lavina Greenlaw, Claire-Louise Bennett, Hilary Mantel, 2016-09-16
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