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William Gurnall and The Christian in Complete Armour: A Timeless Spiritual Classic

william gurnall the christian in complete armour is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realm of Christian
literature. William Gurnall, a 17th-century English clergyman and author, penned one of the most profound
and enduring works on spiritual warfare titled *The Christian in Complete Armour*. This monumental work has
influenced countless believers by illuminating the struggles and triumphs of the Christian life through vivid
metaphor and scriptural wisdom. In this article, we’ll explore the significance of Gurnall’s masterpiece, its
historical context, and why it remains relevant for modern readers seeking strength in their spiritual journey.

Who Was William Gurnall?

William Gurnall was a Puritan minister born in 1617. He served as the rector of St. Andrew’s Church in
Colchester, England, during a turbulent era marked by political strife and religious upheaval. Living through
the English Civil War and the rise of Puritanism, Gurnall was deeply immersed in the challenges facing the church
and its followers. His pastoral heart and deep theological insight shaped his writings, which sought to equip
Christians with practical tools for facing spiritual adversity.

Gurnall’s Ministry and Influence

Gurnall’s pastoral work was characterized by a compassionate dedication to his congregation’s spiritual
well-being. His sermons and writings reflected a keen understanding of human nature and the spiritual battles
believers encounter daily. Despite facing persecution during the Restoration period, Gurnall remained steadfast
in his ministry, leaving behind a legacy that would inspire generations.

The Christian in Complete Armour: An Overview

At its core, *The Christian in Complete Armour* is a comprehensive guide to spiritual warfare, inspired by the
Apostle Paul’s exhortation in Ephesians 6:10-18 about putting on the full armor of God. Gurnall’s work is
divided into three volumes, each delving into different aspects of the Christian’s fight against sin, temptation,
and the devil’s schemes.

Structure and Themes

The book’s structure mirrors the pieces of armor described in Scripture: the belt of truth, breastplate of
righteousness, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Spirit, and more. Gurnall elaborates on each
element, explaining their significance and how believers can actively “wear” these spiritual defenses in everyday
life.

Themes such as perseverance, vigilance, and reliance on God’s grace permeate the text. Gurnall does not shy
away from portraying the Christian life as a battlefield, but he balances this with encouragement and hope,
emphasizing God’s power to protect and empower His people.

Why *The Christian in Complete Armour* Still Matters

In a world filled with distractions, challenges, and moral complexities, Gurnall’s insights offer timeless



wisdom. His vivid imagery and relatable examples make the concept of spiritual warfare accessible, reminding
readers that faith requires intentionality and courage. For pastors, theologians, and laypeople alike, the book
serves as both a theological resource and a practical handbook.

Key Lessons from William Gurnall’s Classic

Exploring the depths of *The Christian in Complete Armour* reveals several valuable lessons that can enrich
a believer’s walk with Christ.

The Reality of Spiritual Warfare

One of Gurnall’s primary contributions is his unflinching acknowledgment that Christians are engaged in a real
and ongoing spiritual battle. This perspective encourages believers not to underestimate the schemes of the
enemy or become complacent in their faith.

The Importance of Putting on the Full Armor

Rather than relying on isolated virtues or occasional acts of devotion, Gurnall stresses the need for a
holistic approach. Each piece of the armor complements the others, creating a comprehensive defense that guards
the heart, mind, and soul.

Faith as an Active Defense

Gurnall highlights faith not just as belief, but as a dynamic shield that deflects doubts and fears. Cultivating
trust in God equips Christians to withstand attacks and remain steadfast amid trials.

Practical Spiritual Disciplines

The book is rich with advice on prayer, meditation on Scripture, and cultivating holiness. Gurnall encourages
believers to engage daily in these disciplines as part of their preparation for spiritual combat.

LSI Keywords and Related Concepts in Gurnall’s Work

When discussing *william gurnall the christian in complete armour*, several related terms naturally come up,
enhancing our understanding of his work:

Puritan spirituality and doctrine

Spiritual warfare in Christian theology

Armor of God biblical interpretation

Christian perseverance and sanctification

Historical context of 17th-century English church



Faith, prayer, and holiness practices

By weaving these themes throughout his writings, Gurnall connects deep theological truths with practical
application, making his book a rich resource for spiritual growth.

How to Apply Gurnall’s Teachings Today

For contemporary believers, engaging with *The Christian in Complete Armour* might seem daunting due to its
length and 17th-century style. However, its core messages are highly applicable in today’s fast-paced, often
spiritually confusing environment.

Start Small and Reflect

Rather than trying to read the entire work at once, consider focusing on one piece of the armor per week or
month. Reflect on what the belt of truth or the shield of faith means in your daily life and how you can
cultivate these qualities.

Incorporate Spiritual Disciplines

Gurnall’s emphasis on prayer and Scripture meditation remains crucial. Setting aside time each day to pray
intentionally and read the Bible with the mindset of spiritual preparation can transform your approach to life’s
challenges.

Engage with a Community

Spiritual warfare is not meant to be fought alone. Connect with a church group or study circle that values
deep theological discussion and mutual encouragement. Sharing insights from Gurnall’s work can strengthen
collective faith.

Use Modern Resources

Numerous modern editions and study guides exist that help unpack Gurnall’s sometimes dense prose. Listening to
sermons or podcasts that discuss *The Christian in Complete Armour* can also provide fresh perspectives and
practical applications.

William Gurnall’s Legacy in Christian Literature

Beyond *The Christian in Complete Armour*, William Gurnall’s impact endures through the many who have
discovered renewed strength and clarity in their spiritual walk because of his writings. His ability to combine
theological depth with heartfelt pastoral care has made his work a staple in Puritan studies and Christian
devotional literature.

Notable Christian thinkers and authors have praised Gurnall’s contributions, often citing his work alongside
other Puritan giants such as John Owen and Richard Baxter. His vivid portrayal of the Christian as a soldier



equipped by divine power offers encouragement that transcends time and culture.

Whether you are a scholar, pastor, or simply a seeker of spiritual wisdom, diving into *The Christian in
Complete Armour* opens a door to a richer understanding of what it means to live courageously for Christ.

---

Engaging with William Gurnall’s *The Christian in Complete Armour* invites readers into a profound journey of
faith, endurance, and victory. It challenges believers to recognize the reality of spiritual battles while offering
a roadmap for victory through God’s provision. This classic work remains a beacon for those determined to
walk the Christian path with intentionality and strength.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Gurnall, the author of 'The Christian in Complete
Armour'?

William Gurnall was a 17th-century English clergyman and author, best known for his work 'The Christian in
Complete Armour,' which is a comprehensive treatise on the Christian life and spiritual warfare.

What is the main theme of 'The Christian in Complete Armour' by William
Gurnall?

'The Christian in Complete Armour' primarily focuses on the spiritual battles that Christians face and how
they can be equipped with faith, scripture, and prayer to stand firm against temptation and adversity.

Why is 'The Christian in Complete Armour' considered a classic in Christian
literature?

It is considered a classic because of its thorough biblical exposition on spiritual warfare, practical advice for
Christian living, and its rich, eloquent prose that has inspired readers for centuries.

How is 'The Christian in Complete Armour' structured?

The book is structured into three volumes, each addressing different aspects of the Christian's spiritual armour
and how to apply it in daily life to overcome challenges and grow in faith.

Is 'The Christian in Complete Armour' still relevant for modern readers?

Yes, many readers and pastors find the insights on spiritual warfare and Christian perseverance timeless and
applicable to contemporary challenges faced by believers today.

Additional Resources
William Gurnall The Christian in Complete Armour: An Enduring Masterpiece of Spiritual Warfare

william gurnall the christian in complete armour stands as a monumental work in the realm of Christian
literature, offering profound insights into the nature of spiritual conflict and the believer’s response to it.
Written in the mid-17th century, this three-volume treatise remains a seminal text for those exploring themes
of faith, perseverance, and the metaphorical battles faced by Christians. Its enduring relevance and depth have
made it a subject of continued study, discussion, and admiration among theologians, historians, and spiritual



readers alike.

Context and Historical Significance

William Gurnall (1617–1679), an English clergyman, crafted The Christian in Complete Armour during a
turbulent period marked by political upheaval and religious conflict. The English Civil War and its aftermath
influenced much of Gurnall’s writing, as the struggle between opposing forces provided a vivid backdrop for his
allegory of spiritual warfare. His work draws heavily on Ephesians 6:10-18, where Paul instructs believers
to “put on the whole armour of God,” using this scripture as the foundation for a detailed exploration of
Christian defense mechanisms against sin, temptation, and the devil’s schemes.

Unlike many theological treatises of its time, Gurnall’s work is notable for its pastoral tone, practical
application, and rich biblical exegesis. It is not merely a doctrinal manual but a guide designed to fortify the
believer’s heart and mind against spiritual adversity.

In-Depth Analysis of The Christian in Complete Armour

At its core, william gurnall the christian in complete armour serves as an exhaustive manual on spiritual
resilience. He breaks down the Christian’s protective gear into distinct elements—truth, righteousness, peace,
faith, salvation, and the word of God—each meticulously examined for its role in the believer’s life. This
systematic approach allows readers to grasp the complexities of spiritual warfare in a structured and
accessible manner.

Structure and Thematic Breakdown

The Christian in Complete Armour is divided into three volumes, each progressively deepening the discussion:

Volume 1: Focuses on the nature of the Christian’s enemy and the general call to spiritual warfare.

Volume 2: Explores the individual pieces of the “armour” and how believers can effectively “wear” them in
daily life.

Volume 3: Concentrates on the offensive and defensive strategies within spiritual battles, including
prayer and vigilance.

This tiered progression from awareness to application underscores Gurnall’s pastoral sensitivity,
acknowledging the reader’s need to first understand the enemy before engaging in combat.

Comparative Perspective: Gurnall and His Contemporaries

In the realm of 17th-century spiritual literature, william gurnall the christian in complete armour
distinguishes itself through its comprehensive and practical nature. Compared to contemporaries such as John
Owen, whose works are often more doctrinal and polemical, Gurnall’s text reads as a compassionate
pastoral guide. While Owen’s writings engage in theological rigor, Gurnall’s emphasis on the believer’s lived
experience provides a complementary dimension.

Moreover, The Christian in Complete Armour predates and arguably influences later devotional classics like



John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, especially in its allegorical treatment of the Christian life as a journey
fraught with spiritual conflict.

Key Features and Contributions

One of the defining features of william gurnall the christian in complete armour is its balance between
theological depth and practical application. Readers encounter not only a rich theological framework but
also actionable insights for spiritual growth.

Detailed Exegesis and Scriptural Foundation

Gurnall’s reliance on scripture is meticulous. Each component of the “armour” is unpacked with references to
biblical passages, enabling the reader to see the interconnectedness of doctrine and daily practice. This
scriptural anchoring enhances the work’s credibility and enduring appeal.

Pastoral Tone and Accessibility

Although written in the 17th century, the language, while archaic, remains accessible to contemporary
readers interested in historical Christian writings. Gurnall’s pastoral heart shines through as he addresses
common spiritual struggles with empathy, offering encouragement rather than condemnation.

Themes of Perseverance and Vigilance

Central to the text is the insistence on perseverance in faith and constant vigilance against spiritual
complacency. Gurnall warns that the Christian life is not passive but an active struggle requiring discipline
and awareness. This theme resonates strongly with modern readers facing their own challenges in maintaining
spiritual integrity.

Pros and Cons of Engaging with The Christian in Complete Armour

Engaging with william gurnall the christian in complete armour offers numerous benefits but also some
challenges, especially considering its historical context.

Pros

Comprehensive Coverage: Thorough exploration of spiritual warfare equips readers with a holistic
understanding.

Timeless Insights: Themes of faith, struggle, and perseverance remain relevant across centuries.

Rich Scriptural Integration: Extensive biblical references provide a solid theological foundation.

Pastoral Sensitivity: Encouraging and empathetic tone helps readers relate personally.



Cons

Length and Density: The three volumes are extensive and may be daunting for casual readers.

Archaic Language: Some readers may find the 17th-century prose challenging without modernized
editions.

Historical Specificity: References to contemporary events and contexts might require additional
background knowledge.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The enduring legacy of william gurnall the christian in complete armour is evidenced by its continued publication
and study in theological seminaries and among lay readers. Its influence extends beyond historical curiosity,
serving as a foundational text for understanding spiritual warfare in both academic and devotional contexts.

In the modern era, where the concept of spiritual warfare can sometimes be misinterpreted or oversimplified,
Gurnall’s nuanced approach offers a corrective. He neither trivializes the struggle nor succumbs to
fearmongering but encourages a balanced, scripture-grounded perspective.

Furthermore, the metaphor of “complete armour” remains a powerful image utilized in sermons, counseling, and
Christian education, testifying to the lasting impact of Gurnall’s work on Christian thought and practice.

William Gurnall’s masterpiece transcends its time, inviting readers into a profound reflection on the nature of
faith under fire. The Christian in Complete Armour remains not only a literary treasure but also a spiritual
compass for those navigating the complexities of the Christian journey.

William Gurnall The Christian In Complete Armour

  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian In Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 2021 In a world where war is a persistent reality in media and in film, there is a
larger, consequential war being waged everyday that is often neglected: the Spiritual war inside of
us. Written in the English Puritan era but just as powerful and inspiring today, William Gurnall's
timeless epic The Christian in Complete Armour serves as a beautifully written and action-packed
spiritual guidebook A call to arms for Christians, Gurnall's expounded sermons on Ephesians 6:10-20
are as practical as they are illuminating. With stunning prose and page-turning excitement, the
battle for the soul and the descriptions of the God-given protections and weapons ascribed to the
believer are detailed and explained. Gurnall's masterpiece has been inspiring Christians since the
17th century, and has never been as applicable and urgently needed as the present day. Praise of
the work: If I might read only one book beside the Bible, I would choose The Christian in Complete
Armour. -John Newton Peerless and priceless; every line full of wisdom. -C. H. Spurgeon A beautiful
feature in Gurnall's book is its richness in pithy, pointed, and epigrammatical sayings. You will often
find in a line and a half some great truth, put so concisely, and yet so fully, that you really marvel
how so much thought could be got into so few words. -J. C. Ryle
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: Daily Readings from The Christian in
Complete Armour William Gurnall, 2015-08-18 If I might read only one book beside the Bible, I
would choose The Christian in Complete Armour. —John Newton The Christian in Complete Armour:

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/william-gurnall-the-christian-in-complete-armour.pdf


Daily Readings in Spiritual Warfare is packed with truths for spiritual triumph. Originally written in
the seventeenth century by Pastor William Gurnall, The Christian in Complete Armour is among the
most highly regarded Christian books ever written in the English language. Charles Spurgeon called
it the best thought breeder in our library. This version, edited into modern English and compiled into
365 readings by editor James S. Bell Jr., gives Christians soul-searching and inspiring devotional
supplements to the Bible. For baby believers and seasoned ones alike, The Christian in Complete
Armour: Daily Readings in Spiritual Warfare will help readers walk and stand in the triumph of
Christ.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 1865
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 1994-09-09 The Christian in Complete Armour provides daily readings packed with
tools for spiritual triumph. Written in the seventeenth century by Pastor William Gurnall and
compiled into 365 readings by editor James S. Bell, Jr., this collection supplies Christians with a
soul-searching and inspiring supplement to the Bible.'The best thought breeder in our library.'
-Charles Spurgeon
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, Hamilton Smith, 1991*
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 2015-10-17
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour;
Or a Treatise on the Saints'war with the Devil, Etc William GURNALL, 1865
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in complete armour; or
a treatise on the Saints' war with the devil, etc William GURNALL, 1845
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour:
Volume II William Gurnall, 2014-08-20 William Gurnall was an English clergyman and writer.
Gurnall is most famous for the book The Christian in Complete Armour.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour,
Or, a Treatise of the Saints' War Against the Devil, Wherein a Discovery Is Made of That
Grand Enemy of God and His People, in His Policies, Power, Seat of His Empire,
Wickedness, and Chief Design He Hath Against the Sain William Gurnall, 2015-09-01 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: Extracts from the Writings of William
Gurnall William Gurnall, 2008-08 Retaining Gurnall's original text, Smith creates a volume of
devotional readings which stand the test of time in sharing Gurnall's challenge to the Christian's
conscience.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 1862
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 2017-08-24 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,



and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 2020-09 Put on your armor-it's time to fight. We are in a spiritual war, William
Gurnall reminds us, and the Christian's safety lies in resisting. All the armour provided is to defend
the Christian fighting, none to secure him flying; stand, and the day is ours; fly or yield, and all is
lost.Sitting it out is not an option. Many there are that have nothing to prove themselves Christians
but a naked profession, of whom we may say as they do of the cinnamon tree, that the bark is more
worth than all they have besides.This hard-hitting volume is packed with biblical wisdom for
day-to-day Christian living, as helpful today as it was when first published nearly four hundred years
ago. Although history left us little knowledge of William Gurnall's life, it preserved his book-a legacy
that has encouraged many generations of saints to fight sin, love Christ, and live holy and faithful
lives as Christians who have clothed themselves in the complete armor of God. Amongst all the
Puritan writings that have come down to us, none?are more practical than this one. - Hamilton
SmithWilliam Gurnall (1616-79) was born in King's Lynn, Norfolk, and received his bachelor's and
master's degrees from Cambridge University. From 1644 until his death, he served as rector of St.
Peter and St. Paul's Church, Lavenham, Suffolk. During a period of violent civil unrest in England,
Gurnall preached a series of messages on the topic of spiritual warfare. These he published in 1665
as The Christian in Complete Armour, which went through six editions in his lifetime and has been
republished countless times since.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall a M, 2016-06-23 Vol. II of II. This is a facsimile/reproduction of the original text
revised and re-published by John Campbell in 1845, written by William Gurnall in 1655. This is a two
volume edition. The Original book of this edition was in one large volume, the book has been divided
into two volumes for ease of use. Gurnall is known by his Christian in Complete Armour, published in
three volumes, dated 1655, 1658 and 1662. It consists of sermons or lectures delivered by the
author in the course of his regular ministry, in a consecutive course on Ephesians 6: 10-20. It is
described as a magazine whence the Christian is furnished with spiritual arms for the battle, helped
on with his armour, and taught the use of his weapon; together with the happy issue of the whole
war. It is thus considered a classic on spiritual warfare. The work is more practical than theological;
and its quaint fancy, graphic and pointed style, and its fervent religious tone render it still popular
with some readers. Richard Baxter and John Flavel both thought highly of the book. Toplady used to
make copious extracts from it in his common-place book. John Newton, the converted slave trader,
said that if he were confined to one book beside the Bible, he'd choose Christian Armour.
Cecil[disambiguation needed] spent many of the last days of his life in reading it, and repeatedly
expressed his admiration of it. Charles Haddon Spurgeon commented that Gurnall's work is peerless
and priceless; every line full of wisdom. The book has been preached over scores of times and is, in
our judgment, the best thought-breeder in all our library. The writing style is akin to that of the King
James Bible.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour:
Volume I William Gurnall, 2014-08-20 William Gurnall was an English clergyman and writer. Gurnall
is most famous for the book The Christian in Complete Armour.



  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour
William Gurnall, 1821
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour, Or, a
Treatise on the Saints War with the Devil, Wherein a Discovery Is Made of the Policy, Power,
Wickedness, and Stratagems Made Use of by That Enemy of God and His People William Gurnall,
2015-11-04 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: CHRISTIAN IN COMP ARMOUR OR A
William 1617-1679 Gurnall, 2016-08-25 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  william gurnall the christian in complete armour: The Christian in Complete Armour; Or a
Treatise on the Saints' War with the Devil, Etc. William GURNALL, John Charles Ryle, 1864
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