what languages are spoken in ethiopia

What Languages Are Spoken in Ethiopia: A Rich Tapestry of Linguistic
Diversity

what languages are spoken in ethiopia is a fascinating question because
Ethiopia is one of the most linguistically diverse countries in Africa.
Nestled in the Horn of Africa, this country boasts a rich cultural heritage
that is reflected vividly in its languages. With over 80 distinct languages
and numerous dialects spoken across its vast regions, Ethiopia offers a
complex linguistic landscape that tells stories of its history, ethnic
groups, and social dynamics.

Understanding the languages spoken in Ethiopia not only opens a window into
the country's cultural mosaic but also provides insight into how
communication, education, and governance function in this multilingual
society. Let’s explore the main languages, their origins, and how they
coexist in everyday Ethiopian life.

The Linguistic Landscape of Ethiopia

Ethiopia’'s languages belong primarily to three major language families:
Afroasiatic, Nilo-Saharan, and Omotic. The Afroasiatic family, which includes
Semitic and Cushitic branches, dominates the linguistic scene. This diversity
is largely due to Ethiopia’s geographic position as a crossroads of
civilizations and its long history of migrations and cultural exchanges.

The Afroasiatic Language Family

The Afroasiatic family is the most widespread in Ethiopia, encompassing
several major languages:

e Semitic Languages: This branch includes Amharic, Tigrinya, and Gurage
languages. Amharic, the official working language of the federal
government, is the most widely spoken Semitic language and acts as a
lingua franca in many parts of Ethiopia.

e Cushitic Languages: Oromo and Somali are two of the largest Cushitic
languages spoken in Ethiopia. Oromo is actually the most widely spoken
language in the country in terms of native speakers, while Somali is
predominant in the eastern regions bordering Somalia.



Omotic and Nilo-Saharan Languages

Besides Afroasiatic languages, Omotic languages are primarily spoken in the

southwestern parts of Ethiopia. These languages, such as Wolaytta and Gamo,

represent a unique linguistic group that is less widely known but crucial to
Ethiopia’'s cultural identity.

Nilo-Saharan languages are spoken by smaller communities, mainly in the
western and southern regions. Languages like Nuer and Anuak are part of this
family and reflect the diversity of Ethiopia’s ethnic mosaic.

Key Languages Spoken in Ethiopia

Delving deeper into the most significant languages provides a clearer picture
of Ethiopia’s linguistic fabric.

Amharic: The Official Language

Amharic holds the status of the official federal language and is used
extensively in government, media, and education. Written in the Ge'ez script,
Amharic has a rich literary tradition dating back centuries. While it serves
as a unifying language, especially in urban centers like Addis Ababa, its
reach extends throughout the nation.

For anyone visiting or doing business in Ethiopia, learning basic Amharic
phrases can be incredibly helpful, as it bridges communication gaps among
diverse ethnic groups.

Oromo: The Largest Ethnic Language

Oromo is spoken by the Oromo people, who form the largest ethnic group in
Ethiopia. This language is part of the Cushitic family and has several
dialects across the country. Although Oromo did not have the same official
status as Amharic for many years, it has gained increasing recognition and 1is
used in regional administration and media, particularly in the Oromia region.

Understanding Oromo’s role highlights the dynamic linguistic politics in
Ethiopia, where language is closely tied to identity and regional autonomy.

Tigrinya and Somali

Tigrinya is mainly spoken in the northern Tigray region and in neighboring



Eritrea. It shares similarities with Amharic but remains distinct in
vocabulary and pronunciation.

Somali is widely spoken in the Somali Regional State of Ethiopia, reflecting
the ethnic ties with Somalia. This Cushitic language plays a vital role in
trade and cross-border relations.

Multilingualism in Ethiopian Society

One of the most remarkable aspects of Ethiopia’s linguistic environment is
the prevalence of multilingualism. Many Ethiopians grow up speaking their
mother tongue at home, learn Amharic or Oromo in school, and may also
understand other regional languages.

Language and Education

In recent decades, Ethiopia has made efforts to introduce mother tongue
education in early grades, recognizing the importance of learning in one’s
native language for cognitive development. This policy supports languages
like Afaan Oromo, Tigrinya, Somali, and others, allowing children to start
schooling in the language they speak at home before transitioning to Amharic
or English.

Languages in Media and Technology

Radio, television, and digital media in Ethiopia broadcast programs in
multiple languages to cater to the diverse population. This multilingual
approach helps preserve minority languages and promotes inclusivity.

Moreover, the rise of social media platforms has encouraged younger
generations to engage with their native languages creatively, through music,
storytelling, and online discussions.

Languages and Cultural Identity

Language in Ethiopia is more than just a communication tool; it is a core
component of cultural identity and heritage. Each language carries
traditions, oral histories, and unique worldviews.



Languages and Ethnic Groups

Ethiopia’s roughly 80 ethnic groups often correlate closely with linguistic
boundaries. For example:

1.

2.

The Oromo people speak Oromo.

The Amhara people primarily speak Amharic.

. The Tigray people speak Tigrinya.
. The Somali people speak Somali.

. The Sidama and Wolaytta people speak languages from the Omotic family.

This connection between language and ethnicity influences social
interactions, cultural festivals, and even political representation.

Preserving Linguistic Heritage

With globalization and urbanization, some of Ethiopia’s smaller languages
face challenges in preservation. However, there are ongoing efforts by
linguists, educators, and community leaders to document and revitalize these
languages. Language preservation is crucial for maintaining Ethiopia’s rich
cultural diversity and ensuring that future generations appreciate their
ancestral roots.

English and Other Foreign Languages in Ethiopia

While Ethiopia’s indigenous languages dominate everyday life, foreign
languages also play significant roles.

English is widely taught in schools and used in higher education, business,
and international communication. It often serves as a bridge language,
especially among educated urban populations and in diplomatic contexts.

Additionally, Arabic has historical and religious significance due to
Ethiopia’'s proximity to the Arab world and the presence of Muslim
communities. Some Ethiopians, particularly in eastern regions, speak Arabic
or use it in religious settings.



Tips for Language Learners and Travelers

If you're planning to visit or work in Ethiopia, understanding the linguistic
nuances can enrich your experience:

e Learn Basic Phrases: Amharic phrases like "Selam" (hello) and
"Amesegenallo" (thank you) go a long way in building rapport.

» Respect Multilingualism: Recognize that people might switch between
languages depending on context.

e Use Language Apps: Apps and online resources are available for Amharic,
Oromo, and other major languages.

e Engage Locally: Listening and participating in cultural events can help
you pick up regional dialects and expressions.

Exploring the languages spoken in Ethiopia is like embarking on a journey
through the country’s soul—-each language opens a door to a unique community,
history, and way of seeing the world. Whether you’'re a linguist, traveler, or
curious learner, Ethiopia’s linguistic diversity offers endless opportunities
to discover something new and meaningful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the official languages spoken in Ethiopia?

Ethiopia does not have a single official language at the federal level, but
Amharic is the working language of the federal government. Additionally,
regional states have their own official languages.

Which language is most widely spoken in Ethiopia?

Amharic is the most widely spoken language in Ethiopia and serves as the
lingua franca among different ethnic groups.

How many languages are spoken in Ethiopia?

Ethiopia is home to over 80 languages, belonging mainly to the Afroasiatic
language family, including Cushitic, Semitic, and Omotic branches.

What are some of the major languages spoken in



Ethiopia besides Amharic?

Other major languages include Oromo, Tigrinya, Somali, Afar, and Sidamo.

Is English widely spoken in Ethiopia?

English is widely taught in schools and used in higher education and
business, making it a common second language, especially among the younger
generation.

What language family do Ethiopian languages
primarily belong to?

Most Ethiopian languages belong to the Afroasiatic language family,
specifically the Semitic, Cushitic, and Omotic branches.

Are there any indigenous languages in Ethiopia that
are endangered?

Yes, some smaller indigenous languages in Ethiopia are considered endangered
due to declining numbers of speakers and the dominance of larger languages
like Amharic and Oromo.

How does Ethiopia's linguistic diversity affect
communication within the country?

Ethiopia's linguistic diversity means that many people are multilingual,
often speaking their ethnic language, Amharic as a federal lingua franca, and
sometimes English, which facilitates communication across different regions.

Additional Resources

**Exploring Linguistic Diversity: What Languages Are Spoken in Ethiopia**

what languages are spoken in ethiopia is a question that opens a window into
one of the most linguistically diverse countries in Africa. Ethiopia stands
out not only for its rich cultural heritage and ancient history but also for
its complex tapestry of languages. With over 80 distinct languages and
numerous dialects, Ethiopia’s linguistic landscape reflects its ethnically
diverse population and regional variations. Understanding the languages
spoken in Ethiopia requires an exploration of its official languages, major
ethnic tongues, and the sociopolitical factors influencing language use
today.



A Multilingual Nation: The Linguistic Landscape
of Ethiopia

Ethiopia’'s language situation is characterized by a multitude of languages
belonging primarily to three major families: Afroasiatic, Nilo-Saharan, and
Omotic. The Afroasiatic family is dominant, with Cushitic and Semitic
branches representing the majority of languages spoken. This linguistic
diversity is closely tied to Ethiopia’s ethnic composition, where language
often serves as a marker of identity and cultural heritage.

The constitutional recognition of languages in Ethiopia reflects this
diversity. The 1995 Ethiopian Constitution declares Amharic as the working
language of the federal government, yet regional states have the autonomy to
select their own official languages. This decentralized approach has led to
widespread use of various languages in education, administration, and media
at regional levels.

Amharic: The Historical Lingua Franca

Amharic is arguably the most widely recognized language in Ethiopia and
serves as the country’s federal working language. It belongs to the Semitic
branch of the Afroasiatic family and has a long-standing historical role as
the language of administration and literature. Amharic uses the Ge'ez script,
an ancient writing system unique to Ethiopia and Eritrea.

As a first language, Amharic is spoken by approximately 32 million people,
but its influence extends far beyond this number as a second language across
different ethnic groups. Its prominence is both a legacy of Ethiopia’s
imperial past and a practical necessity for communication between diverse
linguistic communities. However, the dominance of Amharic has also been a
point of contention, with some ethnic groups advocating for greater
recognition of their languages.

Afar and Oromo: Major Cushitic Languages

Among the Cushitic languages, Oromo and Afar stand out due to the size of
their speaker populations and their cultural significance. Oromo is the most
widely spoken language in Ethiopia by the number of native speakers, with
estimates ranging from 35 to 40 million. It is primarily spoken in the Oromia
regional state, the largest region in Ethiopia by area and population.

Oromo is part of the Cushitic branch of Afroasiatic languages and uses the
Latin script today, a shift from the traditional Ge'ez script. This
adaptation has facilitated literacy and educational development in the Oromo-
speaking regions. Similarly, Afar is spoken by the Afar ethnic group
concentrated in the northeastern part of the country and neighboring Djibouti



and Eritrea.

Both Oromo and Afar illustrate the linguistic plurality within Ethiopia,
where regional languages coexist with federal authorities’ use of Amharic.

Tigrinya and Other Semitic Languages

Tigrinya is another significant Semitic language spoken predominantly in the
Tigray region of northern Ethiopia and parts of Eritrea. It shares the Ge'ez
script with Amharic and has a rich literary tradition. With roughly 7 million
speakers in Ethiopia, Tigrinya holds official status in the Tigray regional
state and serves as a key cultural identifier for the Tigrayan people.

Other Semitic languages include Gurage and Harari, each with its own unique
dialects and cultural backgrounds. These languages, while smaller in terms of
speaker numbers, contribute to the intricate linguistic mosaic of Ethiopia.

Other Notable Languages and Their
Sociolinguistic Roles

Omotic Languages: A Diverse Group

The Omotic languages, primarily spoken in southwestern Ethiopia, represent a
less widely known but linguistically important group. Languages such as
Wolaytta, Gamo, and Hamer are part of this family. Speakers of Omotic
languages often maintain strong cultural traditions and use their native
tongues in daily life and local governance.

Omotic languages tend to have fewer speakers than the major Cushitic and
Semitic languages but are vital for understanding Ethiopia’s ethnolinguistic
diversity. Their preservation and development have become topics of academic
interest and policy discussions, particularly in the context of language
education.

English and Other Foreign Languages

In addition to indigenous languages, English holds an essential position in
Ethiopia’'s educational system and international communication. It is taught
as a second language from early schooling levels and used extensively in
higher education, business, and diplomacy. The prominence of English reflects
Ethiopia’'s engagement with the global community and its efforts to modernize
its economy.



Arabic also has a presence, especially among Muslim communities and in
religious contexts, given Ethiopia’s historical connections with the Arab
world.

The Role of Language Policy and Education

Ethiopia’'s approach to language policy has evolved significantly over the
past few decades. The federal system, established in the 1990s, grants
considerable autonomy to regional states to promote their own languages in
administration, education, and media. This has led to the
institutionalization of several regional languages as official languages
within their respective states.

For example, Oromo, Tigrinya, Somali, and Afar are used as mediums of
instruction in primary education in their regions. This policy aims to
enhance literacy and educational outcomes by using mother tongues, which
research shows is effective in early learning.

However, challenges remain. The coexistence of multiple official and working
languages creates complexities in governance and communication. Moreover,
disparities in resource allocation for language development affect some
languages’ vitality and status.

Pros and Cons of Ethiopia’s Multilingual Policy

e Pros: Promotes cultural preservation, increases access to education in
native languages, and acknowledges ethnic diversity.

e Cons: Can complicate national unity, create administrative
inefficiencies, and sometimes fuel ethnic tensions.

Balancing linguistic diversity with national cohesion continues to be a
delicate task for policymakers.

Language and Identity in Contemporary Ethiopia

Language in Ethiopia is more than a communication tool; it is deeply
intertwined with identity, politics, and social status. Different linguistic
groups often align with ethnic and regional identities, influencing political
affiliations and social dynamics.

Movements advocating for the recognition of minority languages and greater



cultural autonomy frequently emphasize language rights. Conversely, the
dominance of Amharic in federal institutions sometimes leads to feelings of
marginalization among other ethnic communities.

This dynamic interplay between language and identity shapes Ethiopia’s social
landscape, making the question of what languages are spoken in Ethiopia not
just a linguistic inquiry but a window into the country’s complex socio-
political fabric.

Ethiopia’'s linguistic profile is a fascinating reflection of its historical
depth and ethnic diversity. From the widespread use of Amharic and Oromo to
the rich traditions of Tigrinya, Omotic languages, and beyond, the country’s
languages are living testaments to its multifaceted identity. As Ethiopia
continues to navigate its multilingual reality, the interplay between
language, culture, and politics remains central to its national discourse and
development.

What Languages Are Spoken In Ethiopia

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Language in Ethiopia Marvin Lionel Bender, 1976
This comprehensive study is the result of research by an interdisciplinary team of international
scholars, all with a particular interest in Ethiopia. The first part of the book contains an important
classification of Ethiopian languages, looks at their distribution and studies some special language
situations. The second part describes the official status of languages, the effects of migrations,
urbanization and education, and discusses the spread of Amharic and patterns of bilingualism. The
third part analyses in detail the organization of language teaching and teacher training in Ethiopia.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Grammatical and Sociolinguistic Aspects of
Ethiopian Languages Derib Ado, Almaz Wasse Gelagay, Janne Bondi Johannessen, 2021-04-23 The
focus of this unique publication is on Ethiopian languages and linguistics. Not only major languages
such as Amharic and Oromo receive attention, but also lesser studied ones like Sezo and Nuer are
dealt with. The Gurage languages, that often present a descriptive and sociolinguistic puzzle to
researchers, have received ample coverage. And for the first time in the history of Ethiopian
linguistics, two chapters are dedicated to descriptive studies of Ethiopian Sign Language, as well as
two studies on acoustic phonetics. Topics range over a wide spectrum of issues covering the lexicon,
sociolinguistics, socio-cultural aspects and micro-linguistic studies on the phonology, morphology
and syntax of Ethiopian languages.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Area Handbook for Ethiopia American University
(Washington, D.C.). Foreign Areas Studies Division, George Arthur Lipsky, 1964

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages Ronny
Meyer, Bedilu Wakjira, Zelealem Leyew, 2023-05-04 This handbook provides a comprehensive
account of the languages spoken in Ethiopia, exploring both their structures and features and their
function and use in society. The first part of the volume provides background and general
information relating to Ethiopian languages, including their demographic distribution and
classification, language policy, scripts and writing, and language endangerment. Subsequent parts
are dedicated to the four major language families in Ethiopia - Cushitic, Ethiosemitic, Nilo-Saharan,
and Omotic - and contain studies of individual languages, with an initial introductory overview


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/what-languages-are-spoken-in-ethiopia.pdf

chapter in each part. Both major and less-documented languages are included, ranging from
Ambharic and Oromo to Zay, Gawwada, and Yemsa. The final part explores languages that are outside
of those four families, namely Ethiopian Sign Language, Ethiopian English, and Arabic. With its
international team of senior researchers and junior scholars, The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian
Languages will appeal to anyone interested in the languages of the region and in African linguistics
more broadly.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig,
2020-09-03 Are you curious to know what all human languages have in common and in what ways
they differ? Do you want to find out how language can be used to trace different peoples and their
past? Then this book is for you! Now in its third edition, it guides beginners through the rich
diversity of the world's languages. It presupposes no background in linguistics, and introduces the
reader to linguistic concepts with the help of problem sets, end of chapter exercises and an
extensive bibliography. Charts of language families provide geographical and genealogical
information, and engaging sidebars with demographic, social, historical and geographical facts help
to contextualise and bring languages to life. This edition includes a fully updated glossary of all
linguistic terms used, new problem sets, and a new chapter on cartography. Supplementary online
materials include links to all websites mentioned, and answers to the exercises for instructors.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Language Policy in Ethiopia Mekonnen Alemu
Gebre Yohannes, 2021-02-18 This book examines the interplay and tensions between hegemonic and
counter-hegemonic language policy and processes in Tigray, a regional state of Ethiopia, in the
period of pre- and post-1991. Viewing language use and language policy as dynamic social and
ideological processes, the book presents Ethiopia as an example of language policy creation and
implementation over time, in a highly volatile political context. The case of Ethiopia is unique in that
different language policies and practices were put in place as the country’s leaders changed through
political takeovers. Declared language policies were not always implemented, and those
implemented were often protested. The book starts with an overview and review of language policy
and planning, followed by a chapter on the history of such planning in Ethiopia. It then presents the
methodology used for the study, and examines the appropriation of hegemonic LPP, patterns of
resistance, schools and public sites as centers of resistance, and the emergence and development of
specific patterns of language use in different regions of the country. The book ends with
recommendations for future research, and draws the overall conclusion that since LPP is a dynamic
and multilayered contextual process, official or de facto language policy is often undermined by
overt or covert unofficial language policies, ideologies, mechanisms, and agents that result in
different patterns of language use.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: An Introduction to the Languages of the World
Anatole Lyovin, 1997 This text is designed to introduce students to the variety of languages of the
world.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Ethiopia Siegbert Uhlig, David Appleyard,
Alessandro Bausi, Wolfgang Hahn, Steven Kaplan, 2017 ETHIOPIA is a compendium on Ethiopia and
Northeast Africa for travellers, students, businessmen, people interested in Africa, policymakers and
organisations. In this book 85 specialists from 15 countries write about the land of our fossil
ancestor "Lucy', about its rock-hewn churches and national parks, about the coexistence of
Christians and Muslims, and about strange cultures, but also about contemporary developments and
major challenges to the region. Across ten chapters they describe the land and people, its history,
cultures, religions, society and politics, as well as recent issues and unique destinations,
documented with tables, maps, further reading suggestions and photos.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3
Ulrich Ammon, Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed
description available for SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: The Handbook of Linguistics Mark Aronoff, Janie
Rees-Miller, 2008-04-15 Presupposing no prior knowledge of linguistics,The Handbook of Linguistics



is the ideal resource for people who want to learn about the subject and its subdisciplines.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: The Non-Bantu Languages of North-Eastern Africa A.
N. Tucker, M. A. Bryan, 2017-09-22 Originally published in 1956, this volume presents a survey of
the non-Bantu languages in the area extending south of the Sahara from Lake Chad to the Indian
Ocean, together withj those of South Africa. The arrangement is primarily linguistic, in as much as
larger units which show some indisputable affinities are where possible treated contiguously.
Languages in the centre of the total area are discussed first, followed by thos ein the west, north,
east and finally south.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: ,

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: On Results of the Reform in Ethiopia's
Language and Education Policies Catherine Griefenow-Mewis, 2009 This publication reflects the
results of the Ethiopian education reform as well as the exceptional efforts that multiethnic Ethiopia
undertakes in order to cope with the challenges arising from the population explosion. More than 55
per cent of the 77 million Ethiopians are under the age of 18 years. The great social and political
changes started in Ethiopia at the beginning of the 1990s have resulted in the substitution of the
educational system based on Amharic and English by one which uses a multilingual approach.
According to the Ministry of Education 22 out of the 84 languages spoken in Ethiopia are now used
as media of instruction in primary schools. The book presents the lectures delivered at the workshop
On the Results of the Reform in Ethiopia's Language and Education Policy held at Addis Ababa
University in April 2006 by Ethiopian education experts and a German research team. Their
contribution has facilitated a subsumption into the historical context and has given insight into the
analyses of the use of 8 Ethiopian languages in primary schools in different regions of the country.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Languages in Africa Elizabeth C. Zsiga, One Tlale
Boyer, Ruth Kramer, 2015-03-03 People in many African communities live within a series of
concentric circles when it comes to language. In a small group, a speaker uses an often unwritten
and endangered mother tongue that is rarely used in school. A national indigenous
language—written, widespread, sometimes used in school—surrounds it. An international language
like French or English, a vestige of colonialism, carries prestige, is used in higher education, and
promises mobility—and yet it will not be well known by its users. The essays in Languages in Africa
explore the layers of African multilingualism as they affect language policy and education. Through
case studies ranging across the continent, the contributors consider multilingualism in the
classroom as well as in domains ranging from music and film to politics and figurative language. The
contributors report on the widespread devaluing and even death of indigenous languages. They also
investigate how poor teacher training leads to language-related failures in education. At the same
time, they demonstrate that education in a mother tongue can work, linguists can use their expertise
to provoke changes in language policies, and linguistic creativity thrives in these multilingual
communities.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Ethiopia: A New Start? KJETIL TRONVOLL,
2000-04-03 Despite having been equated with the ancient Abyssinian cultures of Amhara and Tigray
for centuries, there are at least 80 different ethnic groups within Ethiopia. Until recently, there has
been little understanding of their cultures and traditions. Ethiopia has traditionally been governed
from the centre - one of the reasons for the growth of Eritrean nationalist movements, which led to
the eventual independence of Eritrea. This centralization and oppression of different ethnic groups
led to the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) coming to power in 1991,
and promising that Ethiopia’s peoples would no longer live under a centralized system, which
oppressed the majority of the population. The new government went on to restructure the State,
forming an ethnic federation with regional ethnically-based states and creating a most radical and
progressive Constitution. The Constitution guarantees ethnic groups a wide range of rights -
including secession from the ethnic federation. Yet the government is beset by claims from
opposition parties and national and international human rights organizations that it is guilty of
widespread violations of human rights. Furthermore, many ordinary Ethiopians are sceptical of the



government’s agenda, questioning its commitment to promoting the rights of all ethnic groups.
MRG'’s Report Ethiopia: A New Start? analyzes the Constitution, which the government has
fashioned in order to create confidence among ethnic groups and minorities in Ethiopia. The Report
discusses the Constitution’s key points and focuses on implementation within the federation,
assessing the claims of the government’s detractors. The report’s author, Kjetil Tronvoll, gives a
balanced historical background to these issues and covers some of the principal areas for Ethiopia’s
social, economic and political development. The Report concludes with a series of recommendations
aimed at the Ethiopian government and the international community. Please note that the
terminology in the fields of minority rights and indigenous peoples’ rights has changed over time.
MRG strives to reflect these changes as well as respect the right to self-identification on the part of
minorities and indigenous peoples. At the same time, after over 50 years’ work, we know that our
archive is of considerable interest to activists and researchers. Therefore, we make available as
much of our back catalogue as possible, while being aware that the language used may not reflect
current thinking on these issues.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Languages in Jewish Communities, Past and Present
Benjamin Hary, Sarah Bunin Benor, 2018-11-05 This book offers sociological and structural
descriptions of language varieties used in over 2 dozen Jewish communities around the world, along
with synthesizing and theoretical chapters. Language descriptions focus on historical development,
contemporary use, regional and social variation, structural features, and Hebrew/Aramaic
loanwords. The book covers commonly researched language varieties, like Yiddish, Judeo-Spanish,
and Judeo-Arabic, as well as less commonly researched ones, like Judeo-Tat, Jewish Swedish, and
Hebraized Amharic in Israel today.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics ,
2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard
reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness
and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit
the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * ¢. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
*¢. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Ethiopia: Its People, Its Society, Its Culture George
Arthur Lipsky, 1962

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew
Simpson, 2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and national identity in Africa. Leading
specialists examine countries in every part of the continent - Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Senegal, Mali,



Sierra Leone, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanbia, South Africa,
and the nations of the Horn, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Each chapter describes and
examines the country's linguistic and political history and the relation of its languages to national,
ethnic, and cultural identities, and assesses the relative status of majority and minority languages
and the role of language in ethnic conflict. Of the book's authors, fifteen are from Africa and seven
from Europe and the USA. Jargon-free, fully referenced, and illustrated with seventeen maps, this
book will be of value to a wide range of readers in linguistics, politics, history, sociology, and
anthropology. It will interest everyone wishing to understand the dynamic interactions between
language and politics in Africa, in the past and now.

what languages are spoken in ethiopia: Semitic Languages Edward Lipinski, 2001 The first
comparative grammar of the Semitic languages, by H. Zimmern, was published a hundred years ago
and the last original work of this kind was issued in Russian in 1972 by B.M. Grande. The present
grammar, designed to come out in the centenary of the completion of Zimmern's work, fills thus a
gap. Besides, it is based on both classical and modern Semitic languages, it takes new material of
these last decades into account, and situates the Semitic languages in the wider context of
Afro-Asiatic. The introduction briefly presents the languages in question. The main parts of the work
are devoted to phonology, morphology, and syntax, with elaborate charts and diagrams. Then follows
a discussion of fundamental questions related to lexicographical analysis. The study is supplemented
by a glossary of linguistic terms used in Semitics, by a selective bibliography, by a general index,
and by an index of words and forms. The book is the result of twenty-five years of research and
teaching in comparative Semitic grammar.
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List of official languages - Wikipedia This is a ranking of languages by number of sovereign
countries in which they are de jure or de facto official, co-official, an administrative or working
language

A To Z List of Languages (All Languages in the World) - EngDic Welcome to the ultimate A to
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