
thomas aquinas on god and evil

**Thomas Aquinas on God and Evil: Understanding a Theological Perspective**

thomas aquinas on god and evil presents one of the most profound and enduring
examinations of a question that has perplexed theologians, philosophers, and
believers for centuries: How can an all-good, all-powerful God allow evil to
exist? Aquinas, a medieval philosopher and theologian, offers a nuanced view
that seeks to reconcile God's perfect nature with the reality of evil in the
world. His insights continue to influence contemporary discussions on divine
justice, morality, and the problem of evil.

The Context of Thomas Aquinas' Thought

Before diving into Aquinas' specific ideas on God and evil, it helps to
understand his intellectual background. Aquinas was heavily influenced by
Aristotelian philosophy, which emphasized reason and the natural order. At
the same time, he was deeply rooted in Christian theology, especially the
teachings of the Bible and Church tradition. This blend allowed Aquinas to
approach theological problems systematically, often using reason to explain
matters of faith.

His work, particularly the *Summa Theologica*, is where most of his
reflections on God and evil can be found. Rather than dismissing evil or
ignoring its existence, Aquinas confronted it head-on, aiming to provide a
rational explanation that upheld God’s goodness and omnipotence.

What Does Thomas Aquinas Say About God?

To understand Aquinas on God and evil, it’s essential first to grasp his
conception of God. Aquinas describes God as the ultimate being — perfect,
infinite, and unchanging. God is the source of all existence and the highest
good. His nature is pure goodness, which means God cannot be the author of
evil.

Aquinas famously argued that God is “ipsum esse subsistens,” or “being
itself.” This means that God doesn’t just possess existence; God is existence
in its fullest form. Consequently, everything that exists derives its being
from God, who is the necessary foundation of all reality.

God’s Omnipotence and Goodness

Aquinas maintained that God’s omnipotence is unlimited, but it is a power
that is consistent with God’s nature. God’s power is not arbitrary; it is
always directed toward good. This means God cannot do evil because that would
contradict His very nature as goodness itself.

This understanding is crucial when exploring the problem of evil. If God is
all-powerful and all-good, why does evil persist in the world? Aquinas’
answer acknowledges the reality of evil but reframes its nature and origin in
a way that preserves God’s goodness.



Understanding Evil in Aquinas’ Philosophy

One of the most important aspects of Thomas Aquinas on God and evil is his
definition and explanation of evil itself. According to Aquinas, evil is not
a “thing” in itself but rather a privation or absence of good. This concept,
known as *privatio boni*, suggests that evil is a lack of something that
ought to be present.

Evil as a Privation

Think about darkness: it is not an entity on its own but the absence of
light. Similarly, evil does not have independent existence; it is the absence
or corruption of good. For example, blindness is an evil because it is the
lack of sight, which is good.

This idea helps to explain why God, who creates everything good, is not the
creator of evil. Since evil is a deficiency or absence, it cannot be directly
created. Instead, evil results from creatures turning away from their
intended good or failing to fulfill their nature.

Types of Evil: Moral and Natural

Aquinas distinguishes between two main types of evil:

Moral Evil: This is the evil that results from human free will and
wrongdoing, such as sin, injustice, and cruelty.

Natural Evil: These are evils that arise from natural causes, such as
disease, natural disasters, and suffering not directly caused by human
actions.

For Aquinas, moral evil occurs because humans, created with free will, can
choose to turn away from God and the good. Natural evil, on the other hand,
is part of the imperfect material world and serves a larger divine purpose.

The Role of Free Will and Divine Providence

One of the key elements in Thomas Aquinas on God and evil is the interplay
between human free will and divine providence. Aquinas argues that God allows
evil to exist because it is a consequence of granting humans free will.
Without free will, genuine love and moral goodness would be impossible.

Free Will as a Gift

Aquinas sees free will as a necessary condition for moral responsibility.
Humans must be free to choose good or evil for their actions to have real
moral value. When people commit evil acts, they misuse the freedom God has



given them, not because God wills evil but because God permits freedom.

God’s Providence and the Greater Good

Despite the existence of evil, Aquinas insists that God’s providence governs
everything toward an ultimate good. Even evils serve a greater purpose within
God’s plan. This does not mean that evil is good, but rather that God can
bring good out of the existence of evil.

This perspective offers hope and reassurance: evil and suffering, while real,
do not exist outside God’s knowledge or control. They are woven into the
fabric of creation in a way that ultimately leads to a greater harmony and
order.

Exploring the Problem of Evil Through Aquinas’
Lens

The problem of evil is one of the most challenging issues in theology,
questioning how evil can coexist with a benevolent God. Thomas Aquinas’
approach provides a thoughtful resolution that many find compelling.

Why Does God Permit Evil?

Aquinas asserts that God permits evil for a variety of reasons:

To preserve free will: Free will is essential for genuine love and moral1.
goodness.

To allow for soul-making: Challenges and suffering can lead to growth in2.
virtue and character.

To demonstrate divine justice: The existence of evil allows for the3.
exercise of justice and mercy.

To bring about a greater good: God’s providence can turn even evil into4.
an instrument for good.

These reasons emphasize that evil’s presence does not negate God’s goodness
but instead fits into a larger divine economy.

Limitations of Human Understanding

Aquinas also highlights the limits of human knowledge. Humans cannot fully
grasp the divine perspective or plan. What appears as evil or suffering from
a human viewpoint may serve purposes beyond our comprehension.

This humility in the face of mystery is a hallmark of Aquinas’ thought. It



encourages believers to trust in God’s wisdom even when confronted with pain
and injustice.

Implications of Thomas Aquinas on God and Evil
for Today

Reflecting on Thomas Aquinas on God and evil offers valuable lessons for
contemporary readers grappling with similar questions. His insights remind us
that:

**Evil is not an independent force but a lack of good**, shifting how we
think about moral failure and suffering.

**Free will is central to human dignity and moral responsibility**,
explaining why evil can exist without implicating God as its author.

**Trust in divine providence can provide comfort**, knowing that
apparent evils may have a role in a greater, ultimately good plan.

**Humility before mystery is important**, recognizing that our
understanding is limited compared to divine wisdom.

For those wrestling with the coexistence of God and evil, Aquinas provides a
framework that is both intellectually rigorous and spiritually reassuring.

---

In exploring Thomas Aquinas on God and evil, we encounter a rich tradition
that continues to speak to the age-old struggle between faith and the reality
of suffering. His blend of philosophy and theology invites us to think
deeply, embrace the complexity of life’s moral questions, and find hope in
the steadfast goodness of God amid the presence of evil.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Thomas Aquinas' view on the existence of God
in relation to evil?

Thomas Aquinas argued that the existence of evil does not negate the
existence of God. He posited that God is the ultimate good and creator of all
things, and that evil is a privation or absence of good rather than a created
substance.

How does Thomas Aquinas define evil in his
philosophy?

Aquinas defines evil as a privation of good, meaning it is not a thing in
itself but the absence or lack of some good that ought to be present. Evil is
a deficiency rather than a positive entity.



According to Thomas Aquinas, why does God allow evil
to exist?

Aquinas believed that God permits evil to exist because it can lead to a
greater good or serve a higher purpose in the divine plan. Evil is allowed as
part of the order of creation, which ultimately reflects God's goodness and
wisdom.

What is the role of free will in Thomas Aquinas'
explanation of evil?

For Aquinas, free will is essential to moral responsibility and the existence
of evil. Humans can choose actions that are contrary to the good, which
results in moral evil. Free will allows for genuine love and goodness but
also the possibility of sin.

How does Aquinas reconcile God's omnipotence with the
presence of evil?

Aquinas reconciles this by explaining that God's omnipotence means He can do
all things that are logically possible and consistent with His nature.
Creating free beings who can choose evil is consistent with God's goodness
and omnipotence because it allows for the greater good of free will and moral
growth.

Does Thomas Aquinas believe that natural evil has a
purpose?

Yes, Aquinas holds that natural evil, such as suffering and natural
disasters, exists within the created order and can serve a purpose in God's
providential plan, often contributing to the overall good or the development
of virtues like patience and compassion.

Additional Resources
Thomas Aquinas on God and Evil: A Philosophical Examination

thomas aquinas on god and evil presents a profound intersection of theology
and philosophy, exploring one of the most enduring questions in the history
of Western thought: how can evil exist in a world governed by an omnipotent,
omnibenevolent God? Aquinas, the 13th-century Dominican friar and influential
scholastic philosopher, tackled this problem with nuanced arguments that
continue to influence contemporary discussions on theodicy and divine
justice. His approach integrates Aristotelian metaphysics with Christian
doctrine, providing a framework that addresses the nature of God, the essence
of evil, and the implications for human free will.

Understanding Thomas Aquinas’ Concept of God

At the core of Aquinas’ philosophy is the classical theistic conception of
God as the ultimate cause and the highest good. Aquinas famously argued for
the existence of God through his "Five Ways," which include arguments from



motion, causation, contingency, degrees of perfection, and teleology. For
Aquinas, God is pure actuality, without potentiality, perfect, immutable, and
the necessary being from which all contingent beings derive their existence.

This foundational understanding is crucial when examining Aquinas on God and
evil. Since God is perfect and the highest good, Aquinas asserts that evil
cannot be a "thing" in itself but rather a privation or absence of good. This
metaphysical stance shapes his entire approach to the problem of evil,
differentiating it sharply from the notion of evil as a positive force or
substance.

The Nature of Evil According to Aquinas

Aquinas' analysis rejects the idea of evil as a created entity. Instead, he
defines evil as a privation of good—a lack or corruption in something that
ought to possess good. This concept, rooted in Neoplatonic and Aristotelian
traditions, positions evil not as an independent reality but as a deficiency
or imperfection in a being.

For example, blindness is an evil only insofar as it represents a deprivation
of sight, which is a natural good for humans. Similarly, moral evil arises
from the absence or corruption of right reason and will. This understanding
has significant implications:

Ontological Implication: Evil does not have its own essence; it is
parasitic on good.

Theological Implication: God, being all-good, did not create evil but
allows privation as a consequence of finite creation.

This framework attempts to reconcile the existence of evil with a benevolent
God by denying that evil is a positive creation. Instead, it is a byproduct
or consequence of the limitations inherent in created beings.

The Problem of Evil and Divine Omnipotence

One of the most pressing challenges to classical theism is the problem of
evil: If God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnibenevolent, why does evil
exist? Aquinas' response integrates his metaphysical understanding of evil
with a robust account of divine providence and human freedom.

God’s Omnipotence and the Permissibility of Evil

Aquinas argues that God's omnipotence does not imply that God must do the
logically impossible. Since evil is a privation, not a positive reality, God
cannot simply "create" evil as He creates good. Furthermore, Aquinas holds
that God permits evil to exist for a greater good. This notion aligns with
the classical idea of divine providence, where God’s governance allows for
certain evils insofar as they contribute to a greater harmony or ultimate
purpose.



For instance, the existence of free will is essential for genuine love and
moral responsibility. However, free will entails the possibility of choosing
evil. Thus, God’s allowance of moral evil is a necessary condition for a
world where creatures can participate freely in goodness.

Free Will and Moral Responsibility

Aquinas places significant emphasis on human free will as the root of moral
evil. Evil actions stem from the misuse of free will, where individuals turn
away from the good. This perspective protects the goodness of God by shifting
responsibility for moral evil to creatures rather than divine causation.

This approach provides a coherent explanation for moral evil but raises
questions about natural evil (e.g., suffering caused by natural disasters).
Aquinas addresses this by integrating natural evil into a broader
teleological order, where such events, while harmful locally, contribute to
the overall balance and order of creation.

Comparisons with Other Theodicies

In the landscape of philosophical and theological responses to the problem of
evil, Aquinas’ views can be compared to other prominent theodicies:

Augustinian Theodicy: Augustine posited evil as a corruption due to the
fall, similar to Aquinas’ privation theory but with a stronger emphasis
on original sin and divine punishment.

Irenaean Theodicy: This perspective sees evil as a necessary part of
soul-making or spiritual growth, which contrasts with Aquinas’ more
metaphysical grounding of evil as privation.

Process Theodicy: Modern process theology challenges classical
omnipotence, suggesting God co-evolves with creation, a view quite
distant from Aquinas’ immutable God.

Aquinas’ synthesis of Aristotelian metaphysics and Christian doctrine remains
distinctive for its rigorous logical structure and its affirmation of God’s
sovereignty without denying the reality of evil.

Strengths and Limitations of Aquinas’ Approach

The strengths of Aquinas on God and evil lie in the clarity of his
metaphysical distinctions and the integration of free will into his theodicy.
His framework allows for a coherent understanding of evil without
compromising divine goodness or power.

However, critics point out some limitations:

Problem of Natural Evil: While moral evil is addressed through free



will, natural evil remains more difficult to reconcile fully.

Privation Theory Limitations: Defining evil solely as privation may not
fully capture the experiential reality of suffering and injustice.

Divine Permissiveness: The allowance of evil for a greater good raises
difficult ethical questions about divine justice and human suffering.

These challenges have spurred ongoing philosophical debate and
reinterpretation within both scholastic and modern contexts.

Implications for Contemporary Theology and
Philosophy

Thomas Aquinas’ exploration of God and evil continues to resonate in modern
theological and philosophical discourse. His insistence on the metaphysical
nature of evil as privation influences contemporary Catholic thought and
broader Christian apologetics. Moreover, his integration of free will into
the problem of evil provides a foundation for discussions on human agency,
moral responsibility, and divine justice.

In a time when secular and pluralistic worldviews challenge traditional
theistic assumptions, Aquinas offers a robust intellectual framework for
grappling with the existence of evil without abandoning faith in a benevolent
deity. His work invites ongoing reflection on the nature of good, the limits
of human understanding, and the mystery of divine providence.

The dialogue between Aquinas’ medieval insights and contemporary concerns
highlights the enduring complexity of theodicy. While no single explanation
resolves all tensions, Aquinas’ contribution remains a touchstone for anyone
seeking a reasoned approach to the coexistence of God and evil in
philosophical theology.

Thomas Aquinas On God And Evil

  thomas aquinas on god and evil: God and Evil Herbert McCabe, 2010-02-26 Herbert
McCabe was one of the most original and creative theologians of recent years. Continuum has
published numerous volumes of unpublished typescripts left behind by him following his untimely
death in 2001. This book is the sixth to appear. McCabe was deeply immersed in the philosophical
theology of St Thomas Aquinas and was responsible in part for the notable revival of interest in the
thought of Aquinas in our time. Here he tackles the problem of evil by focusing and commenting on
what Aquinas said about it. What should we mean by words such as 'good', 'bad', 'being', 'cause',
'creation', and 'God'? These are McCabe's main questions. In seeking to answer them he
demonstrates why it cannot be shown that evil disproves God's existence. He also explains how we
can rightly think of evil in a world made by God. McCabe's approach to God and evil is refreshingly
unconventional given much that has been said about it of late. Yet it is also very traditional. It will
interest and inform anyone seriously interested in the topic.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Thomas Aquinas on God and Evil Brian Davies, 2011-08-24
Renowned Aquinas scholar Brian Davies offers the first in-depth study of the saint's thoughts on God

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/thomas-aquinas-on-god-and-evil.pdf


and evil, revealing that Aquinas's thinking about God and evil can be traced through his
metaphysical philosophy, his thoughts on God and creation, and his writings about Christian
revelation and the doctrines of the Trinity and the Incarnation.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: De Malo Saint Thomas (Aquinas), Richard J. Regan, 2001
The De Malo represents some of St. Thomas Aquinas' most mature thinking on goodness, badness,
and human agency. Together with the second part of the Summa Theologiae, it is one of his most
sustained contributions to moral philosophy and theology. Aquinas examines the full range of
questions associated with evil: its origin, its nature, its variety, its relation to good, and its
compatibility with the existence of an omnipotent, benevolent God. This edition offers the Leonine
Commission's authoritative edition of the Latin text with a new, clear, and readable English
translation by Richard Regan with an extensive introduction and notes by Brian Davies.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: The Deficient Cause of Moral Evil According to
Thomas Aquinas Edward Cook, 1996
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: On Evil Saint Thomas (Aquinas), 2003 The 'De Malo'
represents some of Aquinas' most mature thinking on goodness, badness and human agency. This
text offers Richard Regan's English translation, based on the Leonine Commission's authoritative
edition of the Latin text. Brian Davies has provided an extensive introduction and notes.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: The Reality of God and the Problem of Evil Brian Davies,
2006-10-11 An important new book on how we can still believe in a God of love and confront the
problem of evil in the world. Probably the most important book on the subject since John Hick's book
`Evil and the God of Love`. &; Evil is a strong word that people now employ fairly rarely. Many
people believe these days that God is omnipotent,omniscient and good and that what we deem to be
bad or evil in the world is no reason for abandoning belief in God. It is an intellectual or theoretical
problem not one where the focus is on how one might bring about some desirable goal ( a practical
matter). &; Professor Davies says we should tackle this problem by attending to the basics, by asking
whether there is a God and then What is God? he starts by summarizing the arguments so far (from
Seneca to the present day). He then moves to what he describes as the basics (see above) and
demonstrates that much of what has been written about on the topic of evil is in fact irrelevant or
just plain wrong. &; Finally, though many theologians argue that evil is a mystery, Davies argues
that this too is wrong and a cop out. We should rather be concerned with the problem (or mystery) of
good. The real issue is ` Why is there not more good than there is`. From the discussion Aquinas
emerges as a hero (as filtered through analytical philosophy) but many moderns thinkers do not
emerge so well. Davies effectively picks holes int e arguments of Peter Geach, Paul Helm, Richard
Swinburne and even Mary Baker Eddy. &; This is a lively book on a tricky subject, written at all
times with humour and much practical example.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Thomas Aquinas's Summa Contra Gentiles Brian Davies,
2016 The Summa Contra Gentiles, one of Aquinas's best known works after the Summa Theologiae,
is a philosophical and theological synthesis that examines what can be known of God both by reason
and by divine revelation. A detailed expository account of and commentary on this famous work,
Davies's book aims to help readers think about the value of the Summa Contra Gentiles (SCG) for
themselves, relating the contents and teachings found in the SCG to those of other works and other
thinkers both theological and philosophical. Following a scholarly account of Aquinas's life and his
likely intentions in writing the SCG, the volume works systematically through all four books of the
text.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Free Will and God's Universal Causality W. Matthews
Grant, 2019-05-16 The traditional doctrine of God's universal causality holds that God directly
causes all entities distinct from himself, including all creaturely actions. But can our actions be free
in the strong, libertarian sense if they are directly caused by God? W. Matthews Grant argues that
free creaturely acts have dual sources, God and the free creaturely agent, and are ultimately up to
both in a way that leaves all the standard conditions for libertarian freedom satisfied. Offering a
comprehensive alternative to existing approaches for combining theism and libertarian freedom, he



proposes new solutions for reconciling libertarian freedom with robust accounts of God's
providence, grace, and predestination. He also addresses the problem of moral evil without the
commonly employed Free Will Defense. Written for analytic philosophers and theologians, Grant's
approach can be characterized as “neo-scholastic” as well as “analytic,” since many of the positions
defended are inspired by, consonant with, and develop resources drawn from the scholastic
tradition, especially Aquinas.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Thomas Aquinas's Summa Theologiae Brian Davies,
2014-06-18 Following a scholarly account of Thomas Aquinas's life, Davies explores his purposes in
writing the Summa Theologiae and works systematically through each of its three Parts. He also
relates their contents and Aquinas's teachings to those of other works and other thinkers both
theological and philosophical. The concluding chapter considers the impact Aquinas's best-known
work has exerted since its first appearance, and why it is still studied today. Intended for students
and general readers interested in medieval philosophy and theology, Davies's study is a solid and
reflective introduction both to the Summa Theologiae and to Aquinas in general.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Medieval Theories of Divine Providence 1250-1350 Mikko
Posti, 2020-04-20 In Medieval Theories of Divine Providence 1250-1350 Mikko Posti presents a
historical and philosophical study of the doctrine of divine providence in 13th- and 14th-century
Latin philosophical theology. In addition to offering a fresh and engaging reading of Thomas
Aquinas’s ideas concerning providence, Posti focuses on Siger of Brabant, Peter Auriol and Thomas
Bradwardine, among others. The book also provides an extended treatment of the relatively
little-known 13th-century work Liber de bona fortuna, consisting of Latin translations of chapters
found originally in Aristotle’s Ethica Eudemia and Magna moralia. In their treatments of Liber de
bona fortuna, the medieval theologians provided philosophically interesting explanations of good
fortune and its relationship to divine providence. See inside the book.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: The Comprehensive Guide to Science and Faith William A.
Dembski, Casey Luskin, Joseph M. Holden, 2021-10-05 Science and Faith Can—and Do—Support
Each Other Science and Christianity are often presented as opposites, when in fact the order of the
universe and the complexity of life powerfully testify to intelligent design. With this comprehensive
resource that includes the latest research, you’ll witness how the findings of scientists provide
compelling reasons to acknowledge the mind and presence of a creator. Featuring more than 45
entries by top-caliber experts, you’ll better understand… how scientific concepts like intelligent
design are supported by evidencethe scientific findings that support the history and accounts found
in the Biblethe biases that lead to scientific information being presented as a challenge—rather than
a complement—to Christianity Whether you’re looking for answers to your own questions or seeking
to explain the case for intelligent design to others, The Comprehensive Guide to Science and Faith is
an invaluable apologetic tool that will help you explore and analyze the relevant facts, research, and
theories in light of biblical truth.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Retrieving Apologetics Glenn B. Siniscalchi, 2016-01-07
Given the popes' recent statements of their desires to implement the New Evangelization, it is
imperative that Catholic theologians and other intellectually engaged laypersons retrieve the vital
discipline of apologetics. For, the New Evangelization places particular emphasis on reproposing the
Gospel to those who have experienced a crisis of faith . . . due to secularization. One salient method
of Catholic apologetics used to be characterized by three demonstrations, each of which assumes the
conclusions established in the previous step(s). Some might think that this classical method of
apologetics has been abandoned in the postconciliar Church, but Siniscalchi's book updates it.
Unlike the classical apologetics of the preconciliar era, Siniscalchi engages contemporary
scholarship in a variety of academic disciplines, such as philosophy, history, biblical studies,
sociology, and theology, to develop the steps that are necessary for showing the reasonableness of
faith.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Negation and Knowledge of God: Neoplatonism and
Christianity Daniel Jugrin, 2017-10-06 It is not soul, not intellect, not imagination, opinion, reason



and not understanding, not logos, not intellection, not spoken, not thought, not number, not order,
not greatness, not smallness, not equality, not inequality, not likeness, not unlikeness, not having
stood, not moved, not at rest, not powerful, not intepowerful, not light, not living, not life, not
eternity, not time, not intellectual contact with it, not knowledge, not truth, not kingship, not
wisdom, not one, not unity, not divinity, not goodness, not spirit , not sonhood, not fatherhood, ...,
not something among what is not, not something among what is, not known as it is by beings, not a
knower of beings as they are. There is neither logos, name, or knowledge of it. It is neither dark nor
light, not error, and not truth. There is universally neither postulation nor abstraction of it. While
there are produced postulations and abstractions of those after it, we neither postulate nor abstract
it. Since beyond all postulation is the all-complete and single Cause of all; beyond all abstraction: the
preeminence of that absolutely free of all and beyond the whole. (Dionysius the Areopagite, De
mystica theologia V).
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: The Unmoored God Crowley, SJ, Paul G., 2017
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Ethical Implications of One God Robert Petkovsek, Bojan
Zalec, 2021-01-27 The issue of the ethical implications of monotheism is a very relevant topic from
the point of view of contemporary humanities and social science, and from the perspective of the
cultural and political condition in Europe and at the global scale. Therefore a scientific book devoted
to this subject makes a lot of sense. Throughout the history and in present times, monotheism has
been subjected to several sharp criticisms. On the other hand, we find also very different evaluations
of it. They stress its positive and even crucial contribution to peace, forming of rational, non-violent,
tolerant culture and society, to the scientific, political and cultural development, to democracy etc.
The book offers fresh interdisciplinary perspectives - mainly from the point of view of humanities -
on the ethical aspects of monotheism, broadens the scientific understanding of it, and establishes a
basis for resolving conflicts to which the understanding of monotheism is relevant or even decisive.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Seat of Wisdom James M. Jacobs, 2022-01-14 The Catholic
Church has always recognized that philosophy is necessary both to understand the faith as well as to
defend it. The need for a philosophically informed faith has become more acute with the rise of
secularism. Seat of Wisdom demonstrates that the philosophical principles developed in the Catholic
tradition, especially as articulated in Thomism, provide the intellectual foundation for belief in God
and are also the only reliable basis for a fully coherent vision of man’s place in the world. Seat of
Wisdom begins with an exploration of the relationship between faith and reason. Philosophy’s
essential role is to discover the rational principles underlying the intelligible order of reality. These
principles act as a bridge connecting science and religious faith, enabling the believer to integrate
all facets of human experience. Each of those first principles, as expressed in the transcendental
properties, are then analyzed as the basis of the major philosophical disciplines. Starting with
metaphysics’ study of being, the argument proceeds to consider the true, the good, and the beautiful
in terms of epistemology, anthropology, ethics, aesthetics, and political philosophy. Lastly, these
principles are shown to point to God as creator. The strength of the Catholic philosophical tradition
is evident when contrasted with reductive theories which fail to account for the breadth of human
experience. Consequently, each chapter will introduce influential philosophers whose inadequate
theories inform contemporary assumptions. Against this, the Thomistic argument is elucidated as
being inclusive of the insights of the reductive position. It will be seen that this “both/and” approach
is the only way to do justice to the glory of God and the gift of creation. Religion is prey to
skepticism when it is isolated from the rest of knowledge. This integrative argument, uniting
discussions of nature, politics, and theology according to common principles, enables the reader to
grasp the unity of wisdom. Moreover, by engaging alternative positions, it provides the reader with
tools to defend the Catholic worldview against those reductive philosophies which only deprive life
of its full meaning.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: The Ways of God Thomas Aquinas, 1995 How to make the
ways of God your ways. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote dozens of books, but of them all, this is the
simplest, and the one that everyday Christians can use most easily to become more like God. Carry



this pocket-sized paperback with you to make the ways of God your ways.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Is a Good God Logically Possible? James P. Sterba,
2019-07-16 Using yet untapped resources from moral and political philosophy, this book seeks to
answer the question of whether an all good God who is presumed to be all powerful is logically
compatible with the degree and amount of moral and natural evil that exists in our world. It is widely
held by theists and atheists alike that it may be logically impossible for an all good, all powerful God
to create a world with moral agents like ourselves that does not also have at least some moral evil in
it. James P. Sterba focuses on the further question of whether God is logically compatible with the
degree and amount of moral and natural evil that exists in our world. The negative answer he
provides marks a new stage in the age-old debate about God's existence.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: An Axiomatic Study of God Paul Weingartner, 2021-03-08
Weingartner shows that an essential part of natural or philosophical theology and even a part of
theology can be treated axiomatically. God’s essence, omniscience, omnipotence, creating activity,
and all-goodness are described by axioms and by theorems proved from them.
  thomas aquinas on god and evil: Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering Timothy
Keller, 2015-08-04 The question of why God would allow pain and suffering in the world has vexed
believers and nonbelievers forever. In Walking with God through Pain and Suffering, Timothy Keller
takes on this enduring issue and shows that there is meaning and reason behind pain and suffering,
making a forceful and groundbreaking case that this essential part of the human experience can be
overcome only by understanding our relationship with God. Using biblical wisdom and personal
stories of overcoming adversity, Keller brings a much-needed, fresh viewpoint to this important
issue.--Back cover
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