the social dilemma rhetorical analysis

The Social Dilemma Rhetorical Analysis: Unpacking the Power of Persuasion in
Digital Media

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis invites us into a fascinating
exploration of how this influential documentary uses rhetoric to expose the
dark side of social media. By combining storytelling, expert testimonies, and
emotional appeals, the film crafts a compelling narrative that resonates
deeply with viewers concerned about technology’s impact on society. But what
exactly makes The Social Dilemma so persuasive, and how do its rhetorical
strategies work to engage and convince its audience? Let’s dive into an in-
depth analysis to understand the techniques behind its powerful message.

Understanding the Context of The Social Dilemma

Before dissecting the rhetorical elements, it’s essential to understand the
documentary’s context. Released in 2020, The Social Dilemma explores the
ethical and psychological consequences of social media platforms dominated by
algorithms designed to capture user attention. Featuring interviews with
former tech insiders from companies like Facebook, Google, and Twitter, the
film reveals how these platforms manipulate users for profit, often at the
expense of mental health, privacy, and democratic discourse.

This backdrop sets the stage for a rhetorical journey where ethos, pathos,
and logos intertwine to create a narrative that not only informs but also
warns and motivates change.

Ethos: Establishing Credibility Through Expert
Voices

One of the most striking aspects of The Social Dilemma rhetorical analysis is
its effective use of ethos, or ethical appeal. The documentary builds trust
by featuring credible experts—former employees who have firsthand knowledge
of social media’s inner workings. Figures like Tristan Harris, a former
Google design ethicist, lend authenticity and authority to the film's
message.

By showcasing insiders who have “seen behind the curtain,” the documentary
reinforces its credibility. This isn’t an abstract critique from outsiders
but a candid confession from those who helped build these platforms. Their
insider status enhances the audience’s trust, making the warnings about
algorithms and data exploitation feel urgent and believable.

The Role of Personal Stories in Strengthening Ethos

Beyond professional credentials, personal anecdotes from these experts add a
human dimension to their credibility. For example, some interviewees share
their regrets or describe the emotional toll of working on addictive
technologies. These narratives invite viewers to see the experts not just as



authorities but as concerned individuals, which deepens the ethical appeal.

Pathos: Engaging Emotions to Drive Home the
Message

Emotional appeal, or pathos, plays a central role in The Social Dilemma’s
persuasive strategy. The documentary doesn’t just present facts; it connects
with viewers on an emotional level, stirring feelings of fear, concern, and
even hope.

Visual Storytelling and Emotional Impact

One of the most effective rhetorical devices used is dramatization. The film
intersperses interviews with fictionalized scenes showing a teenage boy
struggling with social media addiction and its effects on his family. This
narrative thread makes abstract issues tangible, helping viewers empathize
with the psychological struggles caused by platforms designed to be
addictive.

The use of unsettling visuals, such as data points and algorithmic processes
personified as puppeteers, evokes a sense of manipulation and loss of
control. These imagery choices amplify the emotional resonance, encouraging
viewers to question their own social media habits.

Appealing to Parental and Societal Concerns

The documentary’s emotional appeal also targets parents and society at large,
emphasizing the dangers social media poses to younger generations. By
highlighting issues like cyberbullying, mental health crises, and
misinformation, The Social Dilemma taps into broader anxieties about
technology’s role in shaping future citizens. This pathos—-driven approach
fosters a collective sense of responsibility, motivating viewers to consider
both personal and systemic solutions.

Logos: Building Logical Arguments Through
Evidence and Reasoning

While ethos and pathos engage the audience’s trust and feelings, logos—the
appeal to logic—is crucial for The Social Dilemma’s intellectual persuasion.
The documentary presents statistics, expert analysis, and cause-effect
reasoning to support its claims about social media’s harmful effects.

Data and Research: Strengthening the Logical
Foundation

Throughout the film, viewers encounter data points such as increased rates of



depression among teens correlating with social media use. Experts explain
algorithmic mechanisms in accessible language, clarifying how user behavior
is tracked and manipulated to maximize engagement.

These explanations demystify complex technology, making the argument
accessible to a broad audience. The logical flow helps viewers understand
that the problem isn’t simply individual misuse but systemic design choices
driven by profit motives.

Use of Cause and Effect to Explain Consequences

The Social Dilemma effectively employs cause-and-effect reasoning to link
social media design with real-world outcomes, like political polarization and
the spread of misinformation. By tracing the pathways from algorithmic
prioritization of sensational content to societal division, the film offers a
coherent and compelling argument that invites critical thinking.

Rhetorical Devices and Techniques Beyond the
Core Appeals

The documentary’s rhetorical power also stems from its use of various
literary and cinematic techniques that enhance engagement and persuasion.

Juxtaposition and Contrast

The Social Dilemma contrasts the shiny, user-friendly interfaces of social
media platforms with their darker psychological impacts. This juxtaposition
highlights the deceptive nature of these technologies, making the hidden
dangers more striking.

Repetition and Framing

a

Key phrases and concepts, such as “attention economy” and “surveillance
capitalism,” are repeated throughout to reinforce their importance. The
framing of social media as a “dilemma” itself invites viewers to grapple with
the ethical complexities rather than accept simple solutions.

Call to Action and Empowerment

Rather than leaving viewers feeling helpless, the documentary ends with
suggestions for individual and collective action, from limiting screen time
to advocating for regulatory reforms. This hopeful tone encourages agency,
making the rhetorical message not only cautionary but also motivating.



Why The Social Dilemma’s Rhetorical Approach
Resonates Today

In an era dominated by digital communication, The Social Dilemma’s rhetorical
strategy strikes a chord by blending credible insights with emotional
storytelling and logical clarity. Its multi-layered approach ensures that
diverse audiences—from tech insiders to everyday users—can connect with the
message.

By analyzing the documentary’s use of ethos, pathos, and logos, along with
its cinematic techniques, we gain a richer appreciation for how powerful
rhetoric can influence public discourse on technology. This understanding is
especially valuable for educators, policymakers, and content creators seeking
to foster informed conversations about social media’s role in society.

Ultimately, The Social Dilemma rhetorical analysis reveals that effective
persuasion lies not Jjust in presenting facts but in crafting a narrative that
speaks to our values, fears, and hopes—making complex issues accessible and
compelling for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central rhetorical strategy used in 'The
Social Dilemma'?

The central rhetorical strategy in 'The Social Dilemma' is the use of ethos,
as it features credible tech insiders who expose the manipulative practices
of social media companies.

How does 'The Social Dilemma' use fear as a
rhetorical device?
The documentary employs fear by highlighting the potential dangers of social

media addiction, misinformation, and privacy invasion, prompting viewers to
critically evaluate their online behavior.

What role does pathos play in 'The Social Dilemma'?

Pathos is used effectively through personal stories and emotional testimonies
that illustrate the negative impact of social media on individuals and
society, engaging the audience's empathy.

How does 'The Social Dilemma' establish credibility
(ethos) ?
The film establishes ethos by featuring former employees and insiders from

major tech companies like Google, Facebook, and Twitter, lending authority to
its claims.



What rhetorical appeals are combined in 'The Social
Dilemma' to persuade its audience?

The documentary combines ethos, pathos, and logos by presenting expert
testimonies, emotional narratives, and data-driven evidence to persuade
viewers about the risks of social media.

In what way does 'The Social Dilemma' use visual
rhetoric?

Visual rhetoric in the film includes dramatized scenarios and infographics
that illustrate complex concepts like algorithmic manipulation, making the
message more accessible and impactful.

How does the narrative structure of 'The Social
Dilemma' contribute to its rhetorical effectiveness?

The narrative structure interweaves expert interviews with dramatized
stories, maintaining viewer engagement while reinforcing the documentary’s
key arguments about social media’s dangers.

What is the purpose of the dramatized segments in
'The Social Dilemma'?

The dramatized segments serve to emotionally connect the audience with the
real-1life consequences of social media addiction and manipulation, enhancing
the persuasive power of the documentary.

How does 'The Social Dilemma' address
counterarguments or differing perspectives?

The film acknowledges the benefits of social media but emphasizes the
unintended harmful consequences, thereby preemptively addressing
counterarguments to strengthen its position.

What is the overall rhetorical goal of 'The Social
Dilemma'?

The overall rhetorical goal is to raise awareness about the manipulative
design of social media platforms and to motivate viewers to reconsider their
digital habits and demand ethical reform.

Additional Resources

The Social Dilemma Rhetorical Analysis: Dissecting the Digital Age’s Dark
Side

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis offers a compelling exploration into
the persuasive strategies used in the 2020 documentary “The Social Dilemma.”
This film unpacks the complex and often troubling relationship between social
media platforms and their users, highlighting the ethical quandaries and
psychological consequences rooted in algorithm-driven technology. By applying



a rhetorical lens, this analysis uncovers how the documentary crafts its
message to both inform and alarm, leveraging ethos, pathos, and logos to
engage viewers in a critical conversation about digital manipulation.

Unpacking the Rhetorical Framework of The
Social Dilemma

At its core, “The Social Dilemma” employs a multifaceted rhetorical approach
to expose the inner workings of social media companies and their impact on
society. The documentary blends interviews with former tech insiders,
dramatized scenarios, and data-driven insights, creating a narrative that is
both authoritative and emotionally resonant. This combination invites viewers
to scrutinize the ethical implications of pervasive technology use, while
also appealing to a broad audience beyond tech experts.

Ethos: Establishing Credibility Through Insider
Testimonies

A significant rhetorical strength of the documentary lies in its use of
ethos, or ethical appeal. By featuring interviews with former employees from
major technology firms such as Facebook, Google, and Twitter, the film
grounds its arguments in firsthand experience. These insiders lend
credibility and authenticity, positioning the documentary as a trustworthy
exposé rather than speculative criticism. For example, Tristan Harris, a
former Google design ethicist, serves as a central figure, articulating the
ways social platforms exploit human psychology to maximize engagement and
profit.

This strategic use of expert testimony not only reinforces the film’'s claims
but also appeals to audiences’ respect for authority, enhancing its
persuasive effect. The insiders’ candid reflections on the unintended
consequences of algorithmic manipulation underscore the documentary’s urgent
call for reform.

Pathos: Evoking Emotional Responses Through
Dramatizations

“The Social Dilemma” skillfully employs pathos to evoke emotional responses,
making abstract technological issues tangible and personal. The dramatized
vignettes portray a fictional family grappling with social media addiction,
cyberbullying, and political polarization. These narratives humanize the
broader systemic problems by illustrating their effects on individuals’
mental health and interpersonal relationships.

This emotional appeal is crucial for engaging viewers who might otherwise
dismiss the documentary as overly technical or alarmist. By depicting
relatable scenarios—such as a teenager’s escalating anxiety linked to social
media use—the film fosters empathy and concern, encouraging audiences to
reflect on their own digital habits and the societal ramifications.



Logos: Leveraging Data and Logical Arguments

Complementing ethos and pathos, the documentary integrates logos, or logical
appeal, through the presentation of data, statistics, and clear explanations
of algorithmic processes. It explains how social media platforms use
sophisticated machine learning to curate content tailored to users’
psychological triggers, thereby increasing screen time and advertising
revenue.

For instance, the film cites studies linking excessive social media use to
rising rates of depression and anxiety among adolescents, providing empirical
support for its warnings. Furthermore, it outlines the feedback loops created
by recommendation algorithms that amplify misinformation and extreme content,
contributing to social fragmentation and political unrest.

This evidence-based approach lends intellectual rigor to the documentary’s
narrative, appealing to viewers’ reason and reinforcing the urgency of
addressing these technological challenges.

Key Themes Explored Through Rhetoric

The social dilemma rhetorical analysis reveals several intertwined themes
that the documentary foregrounds through its rhetorical strategies.

The Illusion of User Control

One prevailing theme is the deceptive nature of user autonomy on social media
platforms. Despite perceptions of choice and freedom, the documentary argues
that algorithms subtly manipulate users’ attention and behavior. This theme
is conveyed through illustrative metaphors and analogies, such as comparing
social media to a “slot machine” that exploits human reward systems.

By framing the issue this way, the film challenges the audience’s assumptions
about agency in the digital environment, prompting critical reflection on how
much control individuals truly have over their online experiences.

The Ethical Responsibility of Tech Companies

Another central theme involves the ethical obligations of technology
companies. The film critiques the prioritization of profit over public well-
being, suggesting that social media firms have abdicated moral responsibility
by designing addictive platforms. This argument is bolstered by insider
confessions and data demonstrating the intentional engineering of user
engagement at the expense of mental health.

Through this lens, the documentary positions itself not only as a critique
but also as a call to action, urging reform in industry practices and greater
regulatory oversight.



The Societal Consequences of Algorithmic Design

The documentary also explores the broad societal impact of social media
algorithms, including the spread of misinformation, polarization, and erosion
of democratic discourse. By illustrating how recommendation systems
prioritize sensational content to maximize engagement, the film reveals the
unintended social harms embedded in digital architecture.

This theme is rhetorically reinforced by juxtaposing stark statistics with
visual dramatizations of societal division, creating a persuasive argument
about the far-reaching implications of technological design choices.

Comparative Perspectives and Critical
Considerations

While “The Social Dilemma” has been praised for its insightful critigque and
accessible presentation, some critics argue that its rhetorical framing
simplifies complex issues or leans toward alarmism. For instance, the film’s
dramatizations, while effective emotionally, may risk sensationalizing user
behavior or underrepresenting counterarguments about user agency and
technological benefits.

Moreover, the documentary predominantly features perspectives from former
industry insiders, which, while enhancing ethos, may also introduce bias by
emphasizing regret and ethical concerns without fully exploring ongoing
innovations aimed at mitigating social harms.

Despite these critiques, the rhetorical techniques deployed in the
documentary successfully foreground pressing questions about technology’s

role in society, sparking widespread discussion and raising awareness among
diverse audiences.

Pros and Cons of The Social Dilemma’s Rhetorical
Approach

e Pros:

o Combines expert testimony with emotional storytelling to engage
viewers.

o Uses clear, logical explanations to demystify complex algorithms.

o Raises awareness of ethical and social consequences of social media.

e Cons:
o Potential oversimplification of nuanced technological issues.

o Possible bias due to reliance on insider narratives.



o Emotional dramatizations may appear sensational to some viewers.

Implications for Digital Literacy and Public
Discourse

The social dilemma rhetorical analysis highlights the documentary’s role in
advancing digital literacy by exposing the hidden mechanics of social media
platforms. Its persuasive strategies encourage audiences to critically assess
their online behaviors, recognize manipulative design, and advocate for
transparency and ethical reform.

In a broader sense, the film contributes to public discourse by framing
social media not just as a tool but as a powerful force shaping culture,
politics, and individual psychology. By emphasizing the interconnectedness of
technology and society, the documentary invites ongoing dialogue about
balancing innovation with responsibility in the digital age.

Through its effective use of rhetorical appeals, “The Social Dilemma” serves
as a catalyst for reflection and change, urging viewers to reconsider their
relationship with technology and the collective future it influences.

The Social Dilemma Rhetorical Analysis

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Rhetoric, Ideology and Social Psychology Charles
Antaki, Susan Condor, 2014-03-05 Professor Michael Billig is one of the most significant living
figures in social psychology. This book will bring together expert accounts of Billig's ideas on a wide
range of issues in a single text. Each of the contributors will explain the importance of Billig‘s work
for a specific area detailing its application to a particular social psychological problematic.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Rhetoric and Democracy in a Post-Truth Era Joshua ]J.
Frye, Steven R. Goldzwig, 2024-08-30 Rhetoric and Democracy in a Post-Truth Era offers a timely
examination of public communication and political culture in the United States and the systemic
feedback loops that have amplified democratic dysfunction and violence. Informed by both deductive
and inductive analysis of four key perils (post-truth; polarization; [social media] platform; and
populism) in the interplay of complex systems, Joshua J. Frye and Steven R. Goldzwig examine
rhetorical traditions and trajectories to synoptically explain both how we got to this point and how
we can fix it. Exploring salient and increasingly important issues affecting the public life and culture
of American democracy and democracies worldwide, this work expands public understanding of the
current political landscape, reveals what effective democratic citizenship requires, and identifies
communication practices that can be used to better engage with these contemporary challenges.
Scholars of communication, rhetoric, and political science will find this book of particular interest.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of the American Presentational
Social Theatre of the Thirties Bertram Barer, 1960

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Dialogue and Rhetoric Edda Weigand, 2008-10-09
The volume deals with the relationship between dialogue and rhetoric. The actual state of the art in
dialogue analysis is characterized by a tendency to overcome the distinction between competence


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/the-social-dilemma-rhetorical-analysis.pdf

and performance and to combine components from both sides of the dichotomy, in a way which
includes rules as well as inferences. The same is true of rhetoric: the guidelines proposed here no
longer state that rationality and persuasion are mutually exclusive but suggest that they interact in
what might be called the ‘mixed game’. The concept of a dialogic rhetoric thus poses the question of
how to integrate the different voices. Part I of the volume assembles several ‘rhetorical paradigms’
which are applied to real-life performance. Part II on ‘Thetoric in the mixed game’ contains a
selection of papers which illustrate the interaction of various components. The Round Table
discussion in Part III brings proponents of different paradigms face to face with each other and
shows how they justify their own positions and present arguments against rival paradigms.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of Popular American Film
Marc T. Newman, 1993

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of the Preaching of Clovis
Gillham Chappell Harold Ross Cherry, 1970

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: The SAGE Handbook of Social Science
Methodology William Outhwaite, Stephen Turner, 2007-10-18 An excellent guidebook through
different approaches to social science measurement, including the all-important route-maps that
show us how to get there. - Roger Jowell, City University In this wide-ranging collection of chapters,
written by acknowledged experts in their fields, Outhwaite and Turner have brought together
material in one volume which will provide an extremely important platform for consideration of the
full range of contemporary analytical and methodological issues. - Charles Crothers, Auckland
University of Technology This is a jewel among methods Handbooks, bringing together a formidable
collection of international contributors to comment on every aspect of the various central issues,
complications and controversies in the core methodological traditions. It is designed to meet the
needs of those disciplinary and nondisciplinary problem-oriented social inquirers for a
comprehensive overview of the methodological literature. The text is divided into 7 sections:
Overviews of methodological approaches in the social sciences Cases, comparisons and theory
Quantification and experiment Rationality, complexity and collectivity Interpretation, critique and
postmodernity Discourse construction Engagement. Edited by two leading figures in the field, the
Handbook is a landmark work in the field of research methods. More than just a ‘cookbook’ that
teaches readers how to master techniques, it will give social scientists in all disciplines an
appreciation for the full range of methodological debates today, from the quantitative to the
qualitative, giving them deeper and sharpen insights into their own research questions. It will
generate debate, solutions and a series of questions for researchers to exploit and develop in their
research and teaching.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Handbook of Social Movements Across Disciplines
Bert Klandermans, Conny Roggeband, 2009-12-18 This book aims to revisit the interdisciplinary
roots of social movement studies. Each discipline raises its own questions and approaches the
subject from a different angle or perspective. The chapters of this handbook are written by
internationally renowned scholars representing the various disciplines involved. They each review
the approach their sector has developed and discuss their disciplines’ contributions and insights to
the knowledge of social movements. Furthermore, each chapter addresses the unanswered
questions and discusses the overlaps with other fields as well as reviewing the interdisciplinary
advances so far.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: The Social Use of Metaphor ]. David Sapir, J.
Christopher Crocker, 2016-11-11 Through the use of language, as symbolic action, man attempts to
control his social, natural, and supernatural environments. In this book J. David Sapir, J. Christopher
Crocker, and their fellow contributors investigate the nature of metaphor and related symbolic forms
as a means of coming to terms with the world.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of Scientific Articles in
Journals and the Popular Press Jennie L. Romney, 1998

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Interacting With Audiences Ann M. Blakeslee,



2000-10 This volume examines how scientists learn about and then address their audiences,
studying scientific rhetoric in actual practice. For scholars and students in scientific and technical
writing, rhetoric, studies of science, and related areas.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: The Handbook of Organizational Rhetoric and
Communication Oyvind Thlen, Robert L. Heath, 2018-08-14 A one-stop source for scholars and
advanced students who want to get the latest and best overview and discussion of how organizations
use rhetoric While the disciplinary study of rhetoric is alive and well, there has been curiously little
specific interest in the rhetoric of organizations. This book seeks to remedy that omission. It
presents a research collection created by the insights of leading scholars on rhetoric and
organizations while discussing state-of-the-art insights from disciplines that have and will continue
to use rhetoric. Beginning with an introduction to the topic, The Handbook of Organizational
Rhetoric and Communication offers coverage of the foundations and macro-contexts of rhetoric—as
well as its use in organizational communication, public relations, marketing, management and
organization theory. It then looks at intellectual and moral foundations without which rhetoric could
not have occurred, discussing key concepts in rhetorical theory. The book then goes on to analyze
the processes of rhetoric and the challenges and strategies involved. A section is also devoted to
discussing rhetorical areas or genres—namely contextual application of rhetoric and the challenges
that arise, such as strategic issues for management and corporate social responsibility. The final
part seeks to answer questions about the book’s contribution to the understanding of organizational
rhetoric. It also examines what perspectives are lacking, and what the future might hold for the
study of organizational rhetoric. Examines the advantages and perils of organizations that seek to
project their voices in order to shape society to their benefits Contains chapters working in the
tradition of rhetorical criticism that ask whether organizations’ rhetorical strategies have fulfilled
their organizational and societal value Discusses the importance of obvious, traditional, nuanced,
and critically valued strategies such as rhetorical interaction in ways that benefit discourse Explores
the potential, risks, paradoxes, and requirements of engagement Reflects the views of a team of
scholars from across the globe Features contributions from organization-centered fields such as
organizational communication, public relations, marketing, management, and organization theory
The Handbook of Organizational Rhetoric and Communication will be an ideal resource for advanced
undergraduate students, graduate students, and scholars studying organizational communications,
public relations, management, and rhetoric.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: The Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology Leonie
Huddy, David O. Sears, Jack S. Levy, 2013-08-01 Political psychology applies what is known about
human psychology to the study of politics. It examines how people reach political decisions on topics
such as voting, party identification, and political attitudes as well as how leaders mediate political
conflicts and make foreign policy decisions. The Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology gathers
together a distinguished group of scholars from around the world to shed light on these vital
questions. Focusing first on political psychology at the individual level (attitudes, values,
decision-making, ideology, personality) and then moving to the collective (group identity, mass
mobilization, political violence), this fully interdisciplinary volume covers models of the mass public
and political elites and addresses both domestic issues and foreign policy. Now with new material
providing an up-to-date account of cutting-edge research within both psychology and political
science, this is an essential reference for scholars and students interested in the intersection of the
two fields.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: From Nonresistance to Justice Ervin R. Stutzman,
2011-03-29 The more things change, the more they stay the same. From Nonresistance to Justice
explores how this is true when it comes to teaching about peace for the former Mennonite Church,
now part of Mennonite Church USA. Has the church changed in regard to its beliefs and practices
about peace over the past 100 years? Yes. Has it remained the same? Yes. Reading this book will
show that both are true. Through the book, Ervin Stutzman shows how the church moved from an
emphasis on nonresistance and nonconformity to engage in advocacy for peace and justice. At the



same time, he presses for a greater emphasis on the way that God’s activity must guide our work in
the world, arguing for a stronger link between God’s grace, justice, and peace. Volume 46 in the
Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History Series.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Rethinking Objectivity Allan Megill, 1994 Although
objectivity is a term used widely in many areas of public discourse, from discussions concerning the
media and politics to debates over political correctness and cultural literacy, the question What is
objectivity? is often ignored, as if the answer were obvious. In this volume, Allan Megill has gathered
essays from fourteen leading scholars in a variety of fields--history, anthropology, philosophy,
psychology, history of science, sociology of science, feminist studies, literary studies, and
accounting--to gain critical understanding of the idea of objectivity as it functions in today's world.
In diverse essays the authors provide fascinating studies of objectivity in such areas as
anthropological research, corporate and governmental bureaucracies, legal discourse, photography,
and the study and practice of the natural sciences. Taken together, Megill argues, this volume calls
for developing a notion of objectivities. The absolute sense of objectivity--that is, objectivity as a
God's eye view--must be supplemented, and in part supplanted, by disciplinary, procedural, and
dialectical senses of objectivity. This book will be of great interest to a broad range of scholars as it
presents current thinking on a topic of fundamental concern across the disciplines in the humanities
and social sciences. Contributors. Barry Barnes, Dagmar Barnouw, Lorraine Code, Lorraine Daston,
Johannes Fabian, Kenneth J. Gergen, Mary E. Hawkesworth, Barbara Herrnstein Smith, Evelyn Fox
Keller, George Levine, Allan Megill, Peter Miller, Andy Pickering, Theodore M. Porter

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Resources in Education , 1997

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: This Era of Black Activism Mary Marcel, Edith
Joachimpillai, 2023-10-15 While much focus has been placed on Black Lives Matter activism in
response to police and civilian murders of Black men and women, the contributors argue that Black
activism in this era has addressed a broader range of issues in a wide array of settings, both on the
street and inside institutions and communities. This Era of Black Activism includes chapters on this
era of Black activism from 2000-2022. It describes how previous activism has influenced this
generation, while showing innovations in political approaches, leadership and organizational
formations, and the use of social and other media for movement purposes. Topics include the
innovations of #BlackLives Matter as a movement; the Florida activist group Dream Defenders;
policing and discrepancies in reporting on Ferguson; the role of citizen cameras in Black activism;
social media for Black community coping and well-being; BIPOC Gay Power activism vs. Gay Pride;
academic activism by Black and White professors; corporate responses to #BLM; #MeToo and
healing within the Black community; Black health activism and the Covid pandemic; and bridging
activism and policy for a new social contract. It also offers an additional bibliography on Black
activism for environmental justice, athlete anti-racist activism, and the role of the Black Church in
this era.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Ecospeak M. Jimmie Killingsworth, Jacqueline S.
Palmer, 2012-03-19 In this book, M. Jimmie Killingsworth and Jacqueline S. Palmer have a twofold
purpose: to analyze the patterns of rhetoric used in written discourse about environmental politics
and to make a practical contribution to the art of rhetorical criticism through the study of rhetoric in
use. The language, professional objectivity, and research programs of scientists insulate these
best-informed citizens in enclaves of specialization, limiting access to crucial information and
hindering effective reformative action. Science, the authors stress, is not merely a database to rely
upon but a view of the world that must be broadened in order to affect social morality.
Science-based activism must arise to ensure the care and future of the environment. Killingsworth
and Palmer argue that for grassroots activism to be tied to this globally conscious philosophy, a
rhetoric of sustainability must be cultivated.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: The New Testament Donald A. Hagner, 2012-11-15
This capstone work from widely respected senior evangelical scholar Donald Hagner offers a
substantial introduction to the New Testament. Hagner deals with the New Testament both



historically and theologically, employing the framework of salvation history. He treats the New
Testament as a coherent body of texts and stresses the unity of the New Testament without
neglecting its variety. Although the volume covers typical questions of introduction, such as author,
date, background, and sources, it focuses primarily on understanding the theological content and
meaning of the texts, putting students in a position to understand the origins of Christianity and its
canonical writings. Throughout, Hagner delivers balanced conclusions in conversation with classic
and current scholarship. The book includes summary tables, diagrams, maps, and extensive
bibliographies.

the social dilemma rhetorical analysis: Indonesia and the Politics of Disaster Phillip
Drake, 2016-07-15 Named after Lapindo Brantas, a gas exploration company that was drilling at the
eruption site, the Lapindo mudflow initially burst in 2006 and continues to flow today, becoming the
most expensive disaster in Indonesia’s history. Using this environmental incident in Indonesia as a
case study, this book explores representations of disaster in scientific reports, public discourse,
literature, and other cultural forms, observing the impact of these portrayals on the ways people
both understand and respond to complicated environmental disasters. The author argues that power
is expressed and contested in every representation of a disaster and its stakeholders. This book
develops terminologies and perspectives that not only probe the social and ecological conditions that
make disaster possible but also foster more effective and equitable strategies for adapting to a world
fraught with hazards. Interdisciplinary in nature, this book makes a significant contribution to the
fields of green cultural studies, disaster studies, science and technology studies and studies of
political ecology in Southeast Asia.
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