the forgotten 500 the untold story of the
men who risked all for the greatest
rescue mission of world war ii

The Forgotten 500: The Untold Story of the Men Who Risked All for the Greatest Rescue
Mission of World War Il

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest
rescue mission of world war ii reveals a gripping chapter of bravery, sacrifice, and
clandestine heroism that many history books have overlooked. During the chaos and
devastation of World War Il, a daring operation unfolded in the Balkans, where hundreds of
Allied airmen were trapped behind enemy lines. This is the story of how a small group of
soldiers, local resistance fighters, and Allied forces came together to orchestrate one of the
most remarkable rescue missions in wartime history—an operation that saved over 500
men against overwhelming odds.

The Context: World War II’'s Balkan Front and the
Airmen Behind Enemy Lines

When we think of World War Il rescue missions, dramatic evacuations like Dunkirk often
come to mind. Yet, the Balkans were the stage for an equally daring but less publicized
operation. The rugged mountains of Yugoslavia, occupied by Axis forces, became the
unintended prison for hundreds of Allied airmen whose planes had been shot down during
bombing raids over Nazi-controlled Europe.

Why Were So Many Airmen Stranded?

The strategic bombing campaigns against the Axis powers were essential but perilous.
Many Allied bombers faced fierce anti-aircraft fire and enemy fighters. When planes were
hit and crashed, surviving crew members found themselves isolated in hostile territory,
surrounded by enemy patrols and harsh terrain. Without immediate help, their chances of
survival were slim.

The airmen had two choices: try to evade capture on their own or seek assistance from
local resistance groups. In Yugoslavia, the Partisans, led by Josip Broz Tito, were actively
engaged in guerrilla warfare against the Axis and were willing to aid the stranded soldiers.
However, the logistics of rescuing hundreds of men from deep behind enemy lines was a
monumental challenge.



The Forgotten 500: The Rescue Mission That
Defied the Odds

The operation that would come to be known as “The Forgotten 500” was a secret airlift
coordinated by the United States Army Air Forces and the Yugoslav Partisans in 1944. Over
the course of several weeks, approximately 500 downed airmen were evacuated by C-47
transport planes from an improvised airstrip carved out in the dense forests and rugged
hills near the town of Pranjani.

How the Operation Was Planned and Executed

Planning this rescue was an exercise in ingenuity and courage. The first obstacle was
identifying and gathering the scattered airmen in a single, secure location. The Partisans
played a crucial role, guiding the airmen through hostile territory and protecting them from
Axis patrols.

Once assembled, the biggest challenge was creating a makeshift airfield suitable for the
C-47 Skytrain planes to land and take off safely. This involved clearing trees, leveling the
ground, and camouflaging the area from enemy reconnaissance.

The pilots and ground crew faced constant danger. Flying into a contested zone with limited
navigation aids, dodging enemy fighters, and landing on a primitive runway demanded
exceptional skill and nerve. Each successful flight meant rescuing dozens of men and
delivering supplies to the resistance fighters.

The Men Who Risked Everything

The story of the forgotten 500 is not only about the airmen saved but also about the men
who risked their lives to make the rescue possible. The Partisans endured brutal conditions
and relentless enemy attacks to provide safe passage. The American pilots, often flying
under the cover of darkness, knew that a single mistake could end in disaster.

Their collaboration epitomized the spirit of international cooperation during the war. It also
highlighted the unsung heroes—those whose names never made headlines but whose
actions were vital to the Allies’ success.

Legacy and Recognition: Bringing the Forgotten
500 to Light

Despite the scale and significance of the mission, “the forgotten 500 the untold story of the
men who risked all for the greatest rescue mission of world war ii” remained largely
unknown for decades. It wasn’t until historians and veterans began sharing their accounts
that this incredible tale gained wider recognition.



Books, Documentaries, and the Power of Storytelling

One of the key factors in restoring this story to public consciousness has been the
publication of detailed books and documentary films. Works like Gregory A. Freeman’s “The
Forgotten 500" provide firsthand testimonies and vivid descriptions that bring the mission
to life.

These narratives serve not only as historical records but also as reminders of the resilience
and humanity that can emerge even in the darkest times. They offer valuable insights into
how courage, trust, and collaboration can overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

Lessons from the Forgotten 500

This operation teaches us several important lessons relevant beyond its historical context:

e The importance of local alliances: The cooperation between Allied forces and
Yugoslav Partisans was crucial. It shows how local knowledge and support can be
decisive in complex missions.

* Adaptability in warfare: Creating a makeshift airstrip in hostile terrain
demonstrates innovative problem-solving under pressure.

« Human cost of war: Each rescued airman had a story of survival, sacrifice, and
hope, reminding us of the personal dimension behind military campaigns.

Remembering the Heroes: Honoring the
Forgotten 500 Today

Today, memorials and reunions help keep the memory of the forgotten 500 alive. Veterans
and their families continue to share their stories, ensuring that the bravery of those who
risked everything is not lost to history.

Why This Story Matters Now

In an era where global conflicts are often mediated by technology and distance, the tale of
the forgotten 500 serves as a powerful reminder of the human element in warfare. It
highlights the extraordinary lengths ordinary people can go to save lives and support a
greater cause.

For history enthusiasts, military scholars, and anyone fascinated by tales of courage and
resilience, the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest



rescue mission of world war ii offers a profound and inspiring narrative. It encourages us to
look beyond the well-known battles and appreciate the countless acts of heroism that
shaped the outcome of the war—and, ultimately, the world we live in today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Forgotten 500: The Untold Story of the
Men Who Risked All for the Greatest Rescue Mission of
World War II' about?

It is a historical account detailing the largest rescue mission of World War Il, where
American airmen were saved from Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia with the help of local
resistance fighters.

Who is the author of 'The Forgotten 500'?

The book was written by Gregory A. Freeman.

What was the significance of the rescue mission
described in the book?

The rescue mission saved over 500 downed American airmen who were trapped behind
enemy lines, showcasing extraordinary bravery and cooperation between the Allied forces
and Yugoslav partisans.

When did the rescue mission take place?
The mission took place in 1944 during World War II.

Which group helped the American airmen escape in
'The Forgotten 500'?

The Yugoslav Partisans, a communist-led resistance movement, played a crucial role in
protecting and aiding the American airmen.

How did the American airmen end up behind enemy
lines?

Many airmen were shot down during bombing missions over Nazi-occupied territories and
had to evade capture by enemy forces.

What challenges did the rescue mission face according



to the book?

The mission faced dangers such as hostile terrain, enemy forces, limited communication,
and the risk of betrayal, making the operation highly risky for everyone involved.

Has 'The Forgotten 500' been adapted into any other
media?

Yes, the story was adapted into a documentary film titled 'The Forgotten 500' released in
2013.

Why is the mission called 'The Forgotten 500'?

It is called 'The Forgotten 500' because the heroic rescue mission and the men involved
were largely unknown or unrecognized for many years after World War Il.

Additional Resources

The Forgotten 500: The Untold Story of the Men Who Risked All for the Greatest Rescue
Mission of World War Il

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest
rescue mission of world war ii stands as a compelling chapter in the annals of military
history, yet it remains relatively obscure outside dedicated historical circles. This
extraordinary operation, characterized by courage, ingenuity, and self-sacrifice, involved a
group of Allied airmen stranded behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia during the harrowing
years of World War Il. Their rescue not only exemplified the complexities of wartime
collaboration but also highlighted the indispensable role of local resistance fighters and the
perilous nature of covert operations. Exploring this mission provides a deeper
understanding of its strategic significance, the human stories behind it, and its enduring
legacy.

The Strategic Context of the Rescue Mission

During World War II, the European theater was marked by fluid battle lines and the constant
threat of airmen being shot down over hostile territory. Yugoslavia, occupied by Axis
powers, became a perilous landscape for downed pilots. The resistance movement,
particularly the Partisans led by Josip Broz Tito, played a critical role in sheltering Allied
personnel. However, extracting these men was fraught with danger and logistical
challenges.

The operation known as "The Forgotten 500" involved the rescue of approximately 500
downed airmen who had evaded capture with the assistance of local Partisan fighters. This
mission was unique, not only because of the sheer number of personnel involved but also
due to the complexity of coordinating between the Allied command, Yugoslav Partisans,
and the perilous geography of the Balkans.



Origins and Planning

The origins of the rescue mission trace back to the increasing number of Allied airmen
being shot down during bombing raids over Axis-occupied Europe. As many as 1,200
airmen found refuge with the Partisans, yet the Allies faced a dilemma: leaving these men
behind risked their capture or death, but mounting a rescue operation in hostile territory
was fraught with tactical risk.

The planning phase required meticulous coordination. British and American forces worked
alongside Tito’s Partisans to identify safe landing zones deep within enemy territory. The
operation demanded secrecy to avoid German detection and adaptability to the
unpredictable conditions of wartime Yugoslavia.

The Execution of the Rescue: Challenges and
Triumphs

The rescue mission involved a series of daring nighttime airlifts, primarily using C-47
Skytrain transport aircraft. Pilots navigated treacherous mountain terrain and the constant
threat of enemy fire to land on improvised airstrips carved out by Partisan forces. The term
“The Forgotten 500” emerged because this mission, despite its scale and success, was
overshadowed by larger, more publicized operations during the war.

Key Figures and Their Roles

Several individuals played pivotal roles in the mission’s success. Brigadier General William
H. Tunner, famed for orchestrating the "Hump" airlift over the Himalayas, was instrumental
in organizing the rescue flights. On the ground, Partisan leaders exhibited extraordinary
courage and resourcefulness, maintaining the security of downed airmen and preparing
landing strips under enemy surveillance.

The airmen themselves, many of whom had survived harrowing escapes, demonstrated

resilience and cooperation in the face of adversity. Their survival depended not only on
military planning but also on the goodwill and bravery of the local resistance.

Operational Challenges

The mission faced numerous challenges:
e Geographical obstacles: The rugged mountainous terrain complicated landing and
takeoff procedures.

e Enemy presence: German patrols and air defenses posed constant threats to both
aircrews and ground forces.



e Communication barriers: Coordination between multilingual teams required
innovative solutions.

* Weather conditions: Unpredictable weather increased the risk of accidents during
night flights.

Despite these hurdles, the operation succeeded in evacuating most of the stranded airmen,
a testament to the meticulous planning and extraordinary bravery of all involved.

The Human Dimension: Stories of Survival and
Solidarity

Beyond the strategic and tactical aspects, "The Forgotten 500" encapsulates profound
human experiences. The airmen’s narratives of evasion, survival, and eventual rescue
reveal the complex interplay of fear, hope, and camaraderie.

The Role of the Yugoslav Partisans

The Partisans’ contribution went far beyond providing shelter. They acted as guides,
protectors, and coordinators, often risking their lives to facilitate the rescue mission. Their
commitment challenged prevailing stereotypes and highlighted a shared Allied cause
transcending national boundaries.

Airmen’s Accounts

Many of the rescued airmen recounted the harrowing conditions they endured while in
hiding—scarce food, constant threat of betrayal, and the psychological toll of isolation.
Their gratitude towards the Partisans and the rescue crews underscores the extraordinary
nature of this collaboration.

The Forgotten Legacy and Historical Recognition

Despite its remarkable success, the story of "The Forgotten 500" remained largely
unrecognized for decades. Several factors contributed to this:

e The mission’s covert nature and the political sensitivities surrounding Yugoslavia’s
wartime factions.

e The overshadowing of the operation by larger, more publicized Allied campaigns.



e The post-war geopolitical climate, which complicated open acknowledgment of the
Partisans’ role.

In recent years, efforts have been made to bring this story to light through books,
documentaries, and commemorative events. Such recognition not only honors the men who
risked all for the mission but also enriches our understanding of the multifaceted nature of
World War Il.

Comparisons to Other WWII Rescue Operations

When compared to other air rescue missions like the "Great Escape" or the evacuation at
Dunkirk, "The Forgotten 500" stands out for its scale and the integration of local resistance
forces. Unlike more conventional military operations, this rescue exemplified
unconventional warfare combined with humanitarian effort.

Implications for Modern Military and
Humanitarian Operations

The lessons from "The Forgotten 500" continue to resonate in contemporary military and
rescue operations. The mission underscores the importance of:

e Local alliances: Cooperation with indigenous forces can be decisive in hostile
environments.

e Adaptability: Flexibility in planning and execution is critical when operating in
unpredictable conditions.

e Risk management: Balancing operational objectives with the safety of personnel
requires nuanced decision-making.

These principles are echoed in modern special operations and humanitarian missions
worldwide.

The story of the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest
rescue mission of world war ii is a poignant reminder of the extraordinary lengths to which
individuals and groups will go to save lives amidst the chaos of war. It challenges historians
and the public alike to reconsider the narratives of heroism and sacrifice that define our
collective memory of World War Il. As new research and testimonies continue to emerge,
this once-overlooked episode gains its rightful place in the broader tapestry of history.



The Forgotten 500 The Untold Story Of The Men Who Risked
All For The Greatest Rescue Mission Of World War Ii

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Forgotten 500 Gregory A. Freeman, 2008-09-02 The astonishing,
never-before-told story of the greatest rescue mission of World War I[I—when the OSS set out to
recover more than 500 airmen trapped behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia. “An amazing, riveting tale
of unsung heroes who went above and beyond.”—James Bradley, New York Times bestselling author
of Flags of Our Fathers During a bombing campaign over Romanian oil fields, hundreds of American
airmen were shot down in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. Local Serbian farmers and peasants risked
their own lives to give refuge to the soldiers while they waited for rescue, and in 1944, Operation
Halyard was born. The risks were incredible. The starving Americans in Yugoslavia had to construct
a landing strip large enough for C-47 cargo planes—without tools, without alerting the Germans, and
without endangering the villagers. And the cargo planes had to make it through enemy airspace and
back—without getting shot down themselves. Classified for over half a century for political reasons,
the full account of this unforgettable story of loyalty, self-sacrifice, and bravery is now being told for
the first time ever. The Forgotten 500 is the gripping, behind-the-scenes look at the greatest escape
of World War II.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Forgotten 500 Gregory A. Freeman, 2025-11-04 The astonishing,
never-before-told story of the greatest rescue mission of World War I[I—when the OSS set out to
recover more than 500 airmen trapped behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia. “An amazing, riveting tale
of unsung heroes who went above and beyond.”—James Bradley, New York Times bestselling author
of Flags of Our Fathers During a bombing campaign over Romanian oil fields, hundreds of American
airmen were shot down in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. Local Serbian farmers and peasants risked
their own lives to give refuge to the soldiers while they waited for rescue, and in 1944, Operation
Halyard was born. The risks were incredible. The starving Americans in Yugoslavia had to construct
a landing strip large enough for C-47 cargo planes—without tools, without alerting the Germans, and
without endangering the villagers. And the cargo planes had to make it through enemy airspace and
back—without getting shot down themselves. Classified for over half a century for political reasons,
the full account of this unforgettable story of loyalty, self-sacrifice, and bravery is now being told for
the first time ever. The Forgotten 500 is the gripping, behind-the-scenes look at the greatest escape
of World War II.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Summary of The Forgotten 500 Abbey Beathan, 2019-06-10 The Forgotten
500 by Gregory A. Freeman - Book Summary - Abbey Beathan (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original
book.) The untold story of the greatest rescue mission of World War II is finally out in the open. The
amazing story of American airmen trapped in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. There is much to talk about
this tale: the kindness of local Serbian farmers and peasants who put everything on the line in order
to give a helping hand to the American soldiers, how they all thought their lives were over but the
most amazing part of this tale, is how they were rescued. In this book, you'll read all about
Operation Halyard; the legendary rescue mission. (Note: This summary is wholly written and
published by Abbey Beathan. It is not affiliated with the original author in any way) A sense of duty
pursues us ever. It is omnipresent, like the Deity. If we take to ourselves the wings of the morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, duty performed or duty violated is still with us, for our
happiness or our misery. - Gregory A. Freeman Operation Halyard had to be executed perfectly. The
starving Americans needed to construct a large strip large enough for the rescue plane without tools
and without alerting the Germans or endangering the villagers. On top of that, the cargo plane had
to make it through highly guarded airspace without being shot down. Due to political reasons, the
story was buried but now we can read for the first time ever how these American airmen survived
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with all odds stacked against them. A story of loyalty, self-sacrifice and human kindness. A thrilling
and touching tale that will keep you hooked until the end. P.S. The Forgotten 500 is an extremely
interesting book about the most amazing rescue that happened in WWII. P.P.S. It was Albert
Einstein who famously said that once you stop learning, you start dying. It was Bill Gates who said
that he would want the ability to read faster if he could only have one superpower in this world.
Abbey Beathan's mission is to bring across amazing golden nuggets in amazing books through our
summaries. Our vision is to make reading non-fiction fun, dynamic and captivating. Ready To Be A
Part Of Our Vision & Mission? Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get
Your Copy. Why Abbey Beathan's Summaries? How Can Abbey Beathan Serve You? Amazing
Refresher if you've read the original book before Priceless Checklist in case you missed out any
crucial lessons/details Perfect Choice if you're interested in the original book but never read it
before Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book or
to simply get the gist of the original book. One of the greatest and most powerful gift in life is the
gift of knowledge. The way of success is the way of continuous pursuit of knowledge - Abbey Beathan

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Summary: the Forgotten 500 Abbey Beathan, 2018-07-17 The Forgotten
500 by Gregory A. Freeman | Book Summary | Abbey Beathan (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original
book. If you're looking for the original book, search this link: http://amzn.to/2GvWCHP) The untold
story of the greatest rescue mission of World War II is finally out in the open. The amazing story of
American airmen trapped in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. There is much to talk about this tale: the
kindness of local Serbian farmers and peasants who put everything on the line in order to give a
helping hand to the American soldiers, how they all thought their lives were over but the most
amazing part of this tale, is how they were rescued. In this book, you'll read all about Operation
Halyard; the legendary rescue mission. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published by
Abbey Beathan. It is not affiliated with the original author in any way) A sense of duty pursues us
ever. It is omnipresent, like the Deity. If we take to ourselves the wings of the morning, and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea, duty performed or duty violated is still with us, for our happiness or
our misery. - Gregory A. Freeman Operation Halyard had to be executed perfectly. The starving
Americans needed to construct a large strip large enough for the rescue plane without tools and
without alerting the Germans or endangering the villagers. On top of that, the cargo plane had to
make it through highly guarded airspace without being shot down. Due to political reasons, the story
was buried but now we can read for the first time ever how these American airmen survived with all
odds stacked against them. A story of loyalty, self-sacrifice and human kindness. A thrilling and
touching tale that will keep you hooked until the end. P.S. The Forgotten 500 is an extremely
interesting book about the most amazing rescue that happened in WWII. P.P.S. It was Albert
Einstein who famously said that once you stop learning, you start dying. It was Bill Gates who said
that he would want the ability to read faster if he could only have one superpower in this world.
Abbey Beathan's mission is to bring across amazing golden nuggets in amazing books through our
summaries. Our vision is to make reading non-fiction fun, dynamic and captivating. Ready To Be A
Part Of Our Vision & Mission? Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get
Your Copy. Why Abbey Beathan's Summaries? How Can Abbey Beathan Serve You? Amazing
Refresher if you've read the original book before Priceless Checklist in case you missed out any
crucial lessons/details Perfect Choice if you're interested in the original book but never read it
before FREE 2 Page Printable Summary BONUS for you to paste in on your office, home etc
Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book or to
simply get the gist of the original book. If you're looking for the original book, search for this link:
http://amzn.to/2GvWCHP One of the greatest and most powerful gift in life is the gift of knowledge.
The way of success is the way of continuous pursuit of knowledge - Abbey Beathan

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Great Wartime Escapes and Rescues David W. Mills, Kayla L. Westra,
2019-05-17 Students, military historians, and casual readers will all find this compelling collection



useful in learning about escape strategies, hostage situations, and rescue operations during times of
conflict. Great Wartime Escapes and Rescues tells the captivating stories of dozens of escapes and
rescues from conflicts dating from the 16th century to present, with extensive coverage of the world
wars of the 20th century and the Vietnam War. In addition, escapes and rescues related to terrorist
activities and regional conflicts are featured. Some stories of escapes and rescues included in this
work have been written about extensively and portrayed in films, including The Great Escape and
Captain Phillips' rescue by Navy SEALs. Other stories are less widely known but just as absorbing.
The book opens with a detailed introductory essay that illuminates the government policies and
tactics various countries have used to rescue soldiers and civilians during wartime, as well as the
diverse methods that prisoners of war have used to escape notorious camps and prisons. The entries,
organized alphabetically, are augmented by engaging sidebars related to the escapes and rescues.
The book also includes references to such sources as autobiographies, biographies, news accounts,
and interviews with veterans.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Red Rebel of San Giovanni T. Giles Campbell, 2023-01-30 From a
battered old trunk in the basement, to the crumpled scrapbook in the bookcase, to an aging
envelope in an unused jewelry box, they marched to the pages of this book to join the chorus to
remember. Telegrams, letters, taped interviews and voices from decades ago joined in to provide a
chilling description of World War II. Red was a Red Cross lady, her brother lost in the confusion of
war. Some were courageous soldiers, others became prominent heroes. The author weaves common
lives and historic events into an emotional explanation of what war was like for everyday Americans.
By Colonel Ronald Losee, US Marines (Ret.) Retired Marine Colonel Ron Losee is a graduate of the
University of Illinois, School of Journalism. His 31-year career took him to the Far East, from Korea
to South Vietnam and many places in between. Later, as a Marine Reservist, when on vacation found
him as a newspaper city editor. I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book! This is a story about typical
American families and their neighborhood friends during WWII. It brings a different perspective of
not only the war front, but stateside life during the war. By Colonel Tony Baggiano, USAF (Ret.) He
served 20 years in the United States Air Force and his last Air Force assignment was the
Commander of the San Antonio Data Services. He was awarded numerous medals which included
Vietnam Service Medal with four bronze stars. The best way to teach history is to tell a story and
that's what this book does. This is not your normal war book as it tells a story about friends and
neighbors fighting in WWII and their families at home. It tells a different story about the War to End
all Wars. By Lieutenant Colonel James O'Donnell, USA (Ret.) Infantry combat commander from
Company to Battalion and to Army level and a Distinguished member of the 16th Infantry Regiment.
This memoir is a collection of WWII narratives about five heroic people whose wartime stories are
connected. From Richmond, Virginia are Harriet Vaden, her brother Pfc. Herbert Herbie Vaden Jr.,
1st Lt. Jimmie Monteith, and 1st Lt. Richard Dick Williams; and from Emmons, Minnesota, TSgt.
Donald Singlestad. Herbie and Donald end up in the 5th Army fighting in Italy during the invasion of
Salerno and many battles afterwards. Donald Singlestad later became the most decorated soldier of
the 34th Infantry Division. Harriet joins the Red Cross after her younger brother Herbie enlisted,
and she is assigned to the 454th Bomb Group in San Giovanni and Cerignola, Italy. When Herbie
becomes MIA and severely wounded, Harriet travels across war-torn Italy to find him. Meanwhile,
Richard Williams, a friend of the Vadens, was a bombardier with the 454th Bomb Group and
becomes a prisoner of war in Romania. Included are the stories of Jimmy Monteith, a neighbor of the
Vadens in Richmond, who is assigned to the 16th Infantry of the 7th Army and earns the Medal of
Honor during the Normandy invasion. Family photographs, V-mails, and other memorabilia help tell
the story of these incredible heroes as they face the perils of war. The wartime experiences affected
each of them in many ways, both good and bad. As they survived each experience, their reasons for
serving changed in many ways; and when they returned home, they had to re-build their lives
physically and emotionally if they were to achieve happy lives again. Their stories mostly in their
own words are long overdue.



the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Fighting Elites John C. Fredriksen, 2011-12-12 From Army Rangers to
Green Berets to the U.S. Navy SEAL team that killed Osama bin Laden, this book explains what
makes Special Forces special, covering the rich and varied history of elite formations in American
military history and describing their recruitment, intense training, and equipment in depth. Most
civilians have only a vague idea of what the U.S. Special Forces are all about—who they are, how
they differ from our normal military forces, what they've accomplished throughout our history, and
how they operate today. Fighting Elites: A History of U.S. Special Forces examines the rich and
varied history of U.S. Special Forces, identifies their contributions to specific conflicts from colonial
times forward, and highlights their present operational excellence. In this first-ever reference guide
to U.S. Special Forces, military historian John C. Fredriksen provides a carefully balanced
presentation, describing all units in their own detailed section that discusses their origins,
recruitment, training, tactics, and equipment, and defining military engagements, if known. The text
also contains 20 biographical entries of noted personalities associated with special purpose
activities.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Office of Strategic Services 1942-45 Eugene Liptak, 2013-02-20 The
Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA, was founded in 1942 by William 'Wild Bill'
Donovan under the direction of President Roosevelt. Agents were enlisted from both the armed
services and civilians to produce operational groups specialising in different foreign areas including
Italy, Norway, Yugoslavia and China. In 1944 the number of men and women working in the service
totalled nearly 13,500. This intriguing story of the origins and development of the American
espionage forces covers all of the different departments involved, with a particular emphasis on the
courageous teams operating in the field. The volume is illustrated with many photographs, including
images from the film director John Ford who led the OSS Photographic Unit and parachuted into
Burma in 1943.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Savage Will Timothy M. Gay, 2013-09-03 In the tradition of incredible true
stories from The Great Escape to Argo, Savage Will recounts a tale of survival, daring, and evasion
behind enemy lines: that of American medics and nurses stranded for two months in Nazi-occupied
Albania. “Amazing.”—The Washington Times ¢ “New and surprising.”—America in WWII ¢ “A
must-read espionage and survival story.”—Marcus Brotherton ¢ “Wonderfully entertaining”—Alex
Kershaw In 1943, men and women of the 807th Medical Air Evacuation Squadron boarded a routine
flight from Sicily to the Italian mainland to care for wounded soldiers. En route, their plane drifted
hundreds of miles off course and crash-landed in remote mountainous Albania. The unarmed
Americans were trapped hundreds of blizzard-plagued miles from Allied lines, in a country torn
apart by rival bands of pro- and anti-German guerrillas. Hunted by German soldiers, the castaways
relied on what one survivor called their “savage will” to elude their enemy and find their way to
freedom. What followed is the most thrilling untold story of World War II—a saga reaching from
President Roosevelt and top Allied intelligence officials to a host of brave Albanian Resistance
fighters, the British and U.S. Mediterranean air forces, and the dashing English lieutenant and the
tenacious American captain sent behind enemy lines to carry out a heroic rescue.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Final Mission of Bottoms Up Dennis R. Okerstrom, 2011-10-28 On
November 18, 1944, the end of the war in Europe finally in sight, American co-pilot Lieutenant Lee
Lamar struggled alongside pilot Randall Darden to keep Bottoms Up, their B-24] Liberator, in the
air. Over Pula in what is now Croatia, they were once more hit by German fire. Lamar all but
surrendered to death before fortuitously bailing out and being captured. in 2006 Lamar received an
email from Croatian archaeologist Luka Bekic who had discovered the wreckage of Bottoms Up.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Forgotten Casualties Kevin T Hall, 2023-08-01 Sheds new light on the



mistreatment of downed airmen during World War II and the overall relationship between the air
war and state-sponsored violence. Throughout the vast expanse of the Pacific, the remoteness of
Southeast Asia, and the rural and urban communities in Nazi-occupied Europe, more than 120,000
American airmen were shot down over enemy territory during World War II, thousands of whom
were mistreated and executed. The perpetrators were not just solely fanatical soldiers or Nazi
zealots but also ordinary civilians triggered by the death and devastation inflicted by the war. In
Forgotten Casualties, author Kevin T Hall examines Axis violence inflicted on downed Allied airmen
during this global war. Compared with all other armed conflicts, World War II exhibited the most
widespread and ruthless violence committed against airmen. Flyers were deemed guilty because of
their association with the Allied air forces, and their fate remained in the hands of their often-hostile
captors. Axis citizens angered by the devastation inflicted by the war, along with the regimes’
consent and often encouragement of citizens to take matters into their own hands, resulted in
thousands of Allied flyers’ being mistreated and executed by enraged civilians. Written to help
advance the relatively limited discourse on the mistreatment against flyers in World War I,
Forgotten Casualties is the first book to analyze the Axis violence committed against Allied airmen in
a comparative, international perspective. Effectively comparing and contrasting the treatment of
POWs in Germany with that of their counterparts in Japan, Hall’s thorough analysis of rarely seen
primary and secondary sources sheds new light on the largely overlooked complex relationship
among the air war, propaganda, the role of civilians, and state-sponsored terror during the
radicalized conflict. Sources include postwar trial testimonies, Missing Air Crew Reports (MACR),
Escape and Evasion reports, perpetrators’ explanations and rationalizations for their actions,
extensive judicial sources, transcripts of court proceedings, autopsy reports, appeals for clemency,
and justifications for verdicts. Drawing heavily on airmen’s personal accounts and the testimonies of
both witnesses and perpetrators from the postwar crimes trials, Forgotten Casualties offers a new
narrative of this largely overlooked aspect of Axis violence.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Red Tails Gregory A. Freeman, 2011-07-05 A brand-new story about World
War II's daring African-American heroes from the author of The Forgotten 500. The Tuskegee
Airmen were the first African-American pilots in the US military, and Operation Halyard was one of
the most extraordinary rescue missions of World War II, described in Gregory Freeman’s The
Forgotten 500. Now a newly discovered connection between them has come to light—the “Red Tails”
flew fighter cover for the mission. The remarkable story is revealed here by the author whose work
James Bradley calls “amazing [and] riveting.”

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Daring World War II Raid on Ploesti William R. Bradle, 2017-06-01 An
in-depth look at the doomed U.S. Army Air Force attack on Romanian oil fields vital to Hitler’s
success. In 1943, the Allied powers were grasping for anything to undercut Hitler’s power and
relieve his relentless pressure on the Red Army, which had already suffered a staggering 11 million
casualties. The U.S. Army Air Force planned Operation Tidal Wave, which would take off from
Benghazi, Libya, fly low and maintain complete radio silence to escape Axis observation, and bomb
Hitler’s vital oil fields in Ploesti, Romania. On August 1, 177 B-24 bombers prepared to take off.
Fourteen hours later, only 88 B-24s returned. Operation Tidal Wave was a massive strategic defeat.
However, it proved the mettle of the USAAF and provided a rallying point for the public. Author
William R. Bradle offers the definitive account of this doomed operation—the strengths, weaknesses,
heroism, and failings—and takes readers into the thick of the action with thrilling accounts from
many of the crews. Praise for The Daring World War II Raid on Ploesti “This account of the Ploesti
mission...does an admirable job of laying out the planning, personalities, and attendant conflicts
among many participants, the mistakes made and losses inflicted by the Germans and Romanians....
An eminently readable story that further emphasizes and demonstrates the mettle of the Greatest
Generation.”—New York Journal of Books

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue




mission of world war ii: Bombing Hitler's Hometown Mike Croissant, 2024-03-26 One of WWII's
final untold stories, this visceral account of the white-knuckled bombing mission American airmen
carried out on Hitler’s hometown of Linz, Austria is now told for the first time through the eyes of
the men on the airplanes as well as the innocent Austrians under the bombs. Fans of Masters of the
Air and Unbroken will be riveted by this groundbreaking true story of the aerial bombing and its
aftermath from retired CIA officer Mike Croissant. Foreword by Richard Overy, author of The
Bombers and the Bombed In April 1945, Linz was one of Nazi Germany’s most vital assets. It was a
crucial transportation hub and communications center, with railyards brimming with war materiel
destined for the front lines. Linz was also the town Hitler claimed as home and had long intended to
remake as the cultural capital of Europe, filling its planned Fuehrermuseum with world-famous art
stolen from his conquered territories. Inevitably, Linz was also one of the most heavily defended
targets remaining in Europe. The airmen of the Fifteenth Air Force were a mix of seasoned veterans
and newcomers. As their mission was unveiled in the predawn hours of April 25th, audible groans
and muffled expletives passed many lips. The reality of that mission would prove more brutal than
any imagined. In the unheated, unpressurized B-24 Liberator and B-17 Flying Fortress heavy
bombers, young men battled elements as dangerous as anything the Germans could throw at them.
When batteries of German anti-aircraft guns opened fire, the men flew into a man-made hell of
exploding shrapnel. Aircraft and men fell from the sky as Austrian civilians on the ground also
struggled to survive beneath the bombs during the deadly climax of Hitler’'s war. Drawing on
interviews with dozens of America’s last surviving World War II veterans, as well as previously
unpublished sources, Mike Croissant compellingly relates one of the war’s last truly untold
stories—a gripping chronicle of warfare, the death of Nazi Germany, and the beginning of the Cold
War. It is also a timeless tale of courage and terror, loss and redemption, humanity and savagery.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Blister Club Michael Lee Lanning, 2021-10-01 During World War II,
some 10,000 American bombers and fighters were shot down over Europe. Of the crews aboard,
26,000 men were killed, while 30,000 survived being shot down only to be captured and made
prisoners of war. Against the longest of odds, nearly 3,000 airmen made it to the ground alive,
evaded capture, and escaped to safety. These men proudly called themselves the Blister Club.
Drawing on tens of thousands of pages of mostly untapped documents in the National Archives,
Michael Lee Lanning tells the story of these courageous airmen. They had received
escape-and-evasion (E & E) training, and some were lucky enough to land with their E-&-E kits—but
all bets were off once they hit the ground. They landed after an air catastrophe. The geography was
usually unfamiliar. Civilians might or might not be trustworthy. German soldiers and Gestapo agents
hunted down airmen as well as civilians who dared help them. If an airman abandoned his uniform
for civilian garb, he forfeited Geneva Convention protections. Most faced the daunting task of
escaping on foot across hundreds of miles. The fortunate connected with one of the established
escape routes to Spain or Switzerland or across the English Channel, or they hooked up with the
underground resistance or friendly civilians. Upon return to friendly lines, these men were often
able to provide valuable intelligence about enemy troop dispositions and civilian morale. Many
volunteered to fly again even though regulations prohibited it. The Blister Club is history with a
punch. With a historian’s eye, Lanning covers the hows and whys of escape-and-evasion and aerial
combat in the European theater, but the book also vividly captures the stories of the airmen who did
the escaping and evading, including that of a young pilot named Chuck Yeager, who, during his own
escape, aided the French Resistance and helped another downed airman to safety—and then begged
to fly again, eventually securing Eisenhower’s approval to return to the air, where he achieved ace
status. Stories of escape are popular, especially those set during World War II, as are stories of the
war in the air. Combining both of these, The Blister Club should find an enthusiastic audience.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Secret Rescue Cate Lineberry, 2013-05-07 The “exciting” true story
of a downed cargo plane and a group of stranded U.S. Army medical personnel fighting to survive in



Nazi-occupied Albania (The Bowling Green Daily News). A Wall Street Journal Bestseller An Edgar
Award Finalist and Anthony Award Finalist for Best Critical or Non-Fiction Work When twenty-six
Army nurses and medics—part of the 807th Medical Air Evacuation Transport Squadron—boarded a
cargo plane for transport in November 1943, they never anticipated the crash landing in
Nazi-occupied Albania that would lead to a months-long struggle for survival. In a drama that
captured the attention of the American public, the group and its flight crew dodged bullets and
battled blinding winter storms as they climbed mountains and fought to stay alive, aided by
courageous villagers who risked death at Nazi hands to help them. A mesmerizing tale of the
heroism of ordinary people, The Secret Rescue tells a story of endurance kept secret for decades,
and of the daring rescue attempts by clandestine American and British organizations amid the
tumultuous landscape of the war. “Combines all of the elements that draw us to WWII stories: the
daring of The Guns of Navarone, the suspense of The Great Escape, and the bravery reminiscent of
I11 Met by Moonlight. It's the inclusion of so many women, though, that makes this story unique.”
—The Daily Beast “An amazing WWII survival-and-rescue story.” —Booklist

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: OSS Training in the National Parks and Service Abroad in World War II
John Whiteclay Chambers (II), 2008 This study does not simply explore the training camps of Wild
Bill Donovan's organization in the two National Parks. It also assesses the effectiveness of the
training OSS agents received and how they utilizted it in their dangerious and often heroic exploits
overseas. It exlores the legacies of the OSS, upon the parks themselves, upon the veterans, and upon
the organization heirs of the OSS.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: As Good As Dead Stephen L. Moore, 2020-11-10 “[A] truly uplifting tale
of deliverance from certain death . . . A deeply personal read, in which the reader is drawn into the
highs and lows of the action, the tragedy, and the salvation, because Moore has so successfully
drawn out the characters. . . . Compelling reading and hard to put down.”—Naval History The heroic
story of eleven American POWs who defied certain death in World War II, As Good as Dead is an
unforgettable account of the Palawan Massacre survivors and their daring escape. In late 1944, the
Allies invaded the Japanese-held Philippines, and soon the end of the Pacific War was within reach.
But for the last 150 American prisoners of war still held on the island of Palawan, there would be no
salvation. After years of slave labor, starvation, disease, and torture, their worst fears were about to
be realized. On December 14, with machine guns trained on them, they were herded underground
into shallow air raid shelters—death pits dug with their own hands. Japanese soldiers doused the
shelters with gasoline and set them on fire. Some thirty prisoners managed to bolt from the fiery
carnage, running a lethal gauntlet of machine gun fire and bayonets to jump from the cliffs to the
rocky Palawan coast. By the next morning, only eleven men were left alive—but their desperate
journey to freedom had just begun. As Good as Dead is one of the greatest escape stories of World
War I, and one that few Americans know. The eleven survivors of the Palawan Massacre—some
badly wounded and burned—spent weeks evading Japanese patrols. They scrounged for food and
water, swam shark-infested bays, and wandered through treacherous jungle terrain, hoping to find
friendly Filipino guerrillas. Their endurance, determination, and courage in the face of death make
this a gripping and inspiring saga of survival.

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: The Greatest Missionary Generation Larry W. Sharp, 2021-10-05 In
The Greatest Missionary Generation: Inspiring Stories from around the World, Larry Sharp
establishes the characteristics, challenges, successes, and uniqueness of an incredible generation of
missionaries. It is of no small significance that the missionaries of the second half of the twentieth
century prepared the way for God’s people of the twenty-first century. Post-World War II purveyors
of the gospel had incredible opportunities and open doors, and they used them for the glory of God.
Through the retelling of personal stories of the missionaries in New Guinea, Brazil, Mexico, and
more, lesser known details of missionary activity in the 1950s and 1960s are revealed, including the



courage, personal calling, sacrifice, and excellence of these brave Christians. Their incredible
journeys prove that their legacy is worth celebrating and remembering. It is of utmost importance
for future generations to understand and appreciate the previous generation’s struggles and
triumphs. The Greatest Missionary Generation will mobilize hearts to love and serve the Lord. Key
points and features: An in-depth look into the lives and work of missionaries who served in the
decades after World War II Includes photos

the forgotten 500 the untold story of the men who risked all for the greatest rescue
mission of world war ii: Leading the Way to Victory Mark C. Vlahos, 2023-01-10 Leading the
Way to Victory is the official history of the 60th Troop Carrier Group, featuring unpublished
first-person accounts by participating veterans and expertly written by retired USAF Colonel Mark
C. Vlahos, combat veteran and former Vice Wing Commander of 314th Airlift Wing at the Little Rock
Air Force Base. The December 7, 1941, surprise attack on Pearl Harbor thrust the United States into
World War II. Just six months later in May 1942, flying new C-47 transport aircraft, the 60th Troop
Carrier Group led the way as the first U.S. TCG to deploy to England and the European Theater of
Operations in World War II. Leading the way to victory, the 60th TCG’s first mission—dropping U. S.
paratroopers outside of Oran, North Africa—was not only the first combat airborne mission in U.S.
Army history, but also the longest airborne mission of the entire war. This drop spearheaded
Operation TORCH, also known as the Invasion of North Africa, by taking key Axis airfields just
inland from the amphibious landing zones. The 60th TCG went on to fly some of the first combat
aeromedical evacuation missions and the first combat mission towing CG-4A “Waco” gliders during
Operation HUSKY—the Invasion of Sicily. As the new airborne, air land, aeromedical evacuation, and
glider missions matured in World War II, the 60th TCG continued to play a major role, paying in
blood for valuable lessons learned in the school of hard knocks. The group later flew dramatic
missions into Yugoslavia, supporting Partisans as part of the secret war in the Balkans, an episode of
World War II history still all but unknown today and dropped British paratroops in the airborne
invasion of Greece. The Group was inactivated at the end of the war. Drawing on official United
States Army Air Forces microfilm records, operational records in the National Archives, photographs
from both collections, published historical materials, and many personal accounts, author Mark C.
Vlahos’ expertly written and highly readable volume is certain to become the standard history and
go-to reference for the 60th TCG. This work offers scholars and lay readers alike an authoritative,
informative, and engaging saga of the Group’s battles, adversity, hardships, and triumphs from
inception through the Allied victory in Europe.
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