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Star Reading Test Practice Kindergarten: A Guide to Boosting Early Literacy
Skills

star reading test practice kindergarten is an essential topic for parents and
educators who want to support young learners as they embark on their reading
journey. The STAR Reading test is a popular assessment tool used in many
schools to gauge students' reading abilities and help tailor instruction to
their individual needs. For kindergarteners, practicing for this test can be
both exciting and a little daunting. However, with the right approach and
resources, children can develop the confidence and skills needed to perform
well.

Understanding the STAR Reading Test for Kindergarten

The STAR Reading test is an adaptive computerized assessment that measures a
student’s reading level, comprehension, and progress over time. While it is
commonly used across various grade levels, the kindergarten version is
designed to evaluate foundational literacy skills such as letter recognition,
phonemic awareness, and basic vocabulary.

Because the test adapts to each child's responses, it can provide a
personalized snapshot of their reading abilities. This makes it a valuable
tool for teachers to identify areas where a child might need additional
support or enrichment.

Why Practice Matters for Kindergarteners

Kindergarten students are at the very beginning of their literacy journey.
They are learning the alphabet, understanding the sounds that letters make,
and starting to recognize simple words. Practicing for the STAR Reading test
at this stage isn't about drilling or overwhelming children with too many
exercises. Instead, it’s about familiarizing them with the types of questions
they might encounter and building their confidence in reading-related tasks.

When children practice in a supportive and fun environment, they are more
likely to engage positively with the test. This early exposure can reduce
anxiety, improve focus, and ultimately lead to a more accurate assessment of
their true abilities.

Effective Strategies for STAR Reading Test Practice Kindergarten

Creating a Positive Learning Environment



One of the most important elements in preparing kindergarteners for the STAR
Reading test is fostering a positive and encouraging atmosphere. Young
children thrive when they feel safe and supported, so it’s important to keep
practice sessions light-hearted and enjoyable.
Here are some tips to create the right environment:

e Use playful activities that incorporate reading skills, such as letter

matching games or storytelling.

e Keep practice sessions short-10 to 15 minutes is enough to maintain
attention without causing fatigue.

e Praise efforts and celebrate small successes to build motivation.

e Incorporate movement and hands-on materials like letter blocks or
flashcards to make learning dynamic.

Focusing on Foundational Skills

Since the STAR Reading test for kindergarten assesses early literacy skills,
practice should concentrate on the basics. These include:

Letter recognition: Helping children identify uppercase and lowercase
letters.

Phonemic awareness: Recognizing and manipulating the sounds in words.

Vocabulary building: Introducing simple words and their meanings through
pictures and stories.

Listening comprehension: Encouraging children to listen to stories and
answer questions about them.

Activities like singing the alphabet song, playing rhyming games, and reading
aloud together are excellent ways to strengthen these foundational skills.

Utilizing STAR Reading Test Practice Resources

Many online platforms and educational websites offer resources specifically
designed for STAR Reading test practice for kindergarten students. These
resources often include practice quizzes, interactive games, and printable



worksheets that align with the test’s format.

Choosing the Right Materials

When selecting materials for practice, it’s important to ensure they are age-
appropriate and engaging. Look for resources that:

Use colorful visuals to capture interest.

Include simple instructions and clear feedback.

Allow children to progress at their own pace.

Focus on skills that the STAR Reading test evaluates, such as letter
sounds and sight words.

Some popular options include educational apps designed for early readers,
interactive storybooks, and printable flashcards tailored to kindergarten
literacy development.

Incorporating Practice into Daily Routines

Integrating STAR Reading test practice into everyday activities can make
learning feel natural rather than forced. For example:
e Pointing out letters and words on signs during outings.

e Encouraging children to "read" picture books by describing images and
guessing words.

e Playing word-based games during car rides or quiet time.

e Setting aside a daily reading routine with parents or caregivers.

These moments not only reinforce reading skills but also help children see
reading as a fun and meaningful part of life.

Supporting Emotional Readiness for the STAR



Reading Test

Young children’s emotional readiness can significantly impact their
performance on assessments like the STAR Reading test. It’s essential to
address any anxieties or fears they might have about testing.

Building Confidence Through Encouragement

Simple affirmations and reassurance go a long way in helping kindergarteners
feel prepared. Remind them that the test is just a way to see how much they
have learned and that it’'s okay to make mistakes.

Practicing Mindfulness and Relaxation

Introducing basic mindfulness techniques, such as deep breathing or quiet
time before practice sessions, can help children manage stress and improve
focus.

Collaborating with Teachers and Caregivers

Effective STAR Reading test practice for kindergarteners is often a team
effort. Teachers can provide valuable insights into a child’s current reading
level and suggest targeted activities. Caregivers, in turn, can reinforce
these practices at home.

Communicating Progress and Needs

Regular communication between educators and parents allows for tailored
support. Sharing observations about what works well and areas needing
improvement helps create a consistent learning experience.

Encouraging a Growth Mindset

Promoting the idea that skills develop over time with effort helps children
approach the STAR Reading test with curiosity rather than pressure.
Celebrating progress, no matter how small, fosters resilience and a love for
learning.

By understanding what the STAR Reading test assesses and implementing
thoughtful practice strategies, kindergarteners can build a strong foundation



for reading success. With patience, creativity, and collaboration, the
journey toward literacy becomes an exciting adventure rather than a stressful
challenge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the STAR Reading Test for kindergarten
students?

The STAR Reading Test for kindergarten is a computer-adaptive assessment
designed to measure early reading skills such as letter recognition, phonemic
awareness, and basic vocabulary.

How can kindergarten students practice for the STAR
Reading Test?

Kindergarten students can practice by engaging in activities like flashcards
for letters and sounds, reading simple books, and using online reading games
that focus on phonics and comprehension.

Why is STAR Reading Test practice important for
kindergarteners?

Practicing helps young learners become familiar with the test format, reduces
anxiety, and improves foundational reading skills, which supports their
overall reading development.

Are there specific resources available for STAR
Reading Test practice in kindergarten?

Yes, many educational websites and apps offer STAR Reading practice materials
tailored for kindergarten, including interactive exercises, sample questions,
and reading comprehension activities.

How long does the STAR Reading Test take for
kindergarten students?

The test typically takes about 15 to 20 minutes, as it adapts to the
student's reading level, making it suitable for young children's attention
spans.

Can parents help their kindergartners prepare for



the STAR Reading Test?

Absolutely. Parents can support by reading aloud to their child, practicing
letter sounds, asking questions about stories, and encouraging daily reading
habits.

Additional Resources

Star Reading Test Practice Kindergarten: Enhancing Early Literacy Assessment

star reading test practice kindergarten has become an increasingly discussed
topic among educators and parents aiming to support early literacy
development. As the Star Reading assessment gains traction in elementary
education, understanding its application and the role of practice tests for
kindergarten students is essential. This article explores the nuances of Star
Reading test practice for kindergarten, offering insights into how early
exposure to reading assessments can influence learning trajectories, the
benefits and challenges of practice materials, and the broader implications
for literacy education.

Understanding Star Reading and Its Role in
Kindergarten

Star Reading is a computer-adaptive assessment tool designed to measure
reading comprehension and skills across various grade levels. While
traditionally used from first grade onward, there is a growing interest in
adapting Star Reading practices to kindergarteners. The goal is to
familiarize young learners with the format and expectations of reading
assessments, thereby easing future testing anxiety and providing educators
with early insights into reading readiness.

Kindergarten students, typically aged five to six, are at a critical
developmental phase where foundational literacy skills such as phonemic
awareness, letter recognition, and vocabulary acquisition take center stage.
Although Star Reading primarily measures comprehension and fluency through
graded passages, practice tests tailored for kindergarten can focus on pre-
reading skills and simple sentence recognition, aligning with developmental
appropriateness.

The Importance of Early Reading Assessment Practice

Introducing star reading test practice kindergarten sessions allows children
to become comfortable with the test environment. Early practice can:



e Reduce unfamiliarity and anxiety associated with computerized testing
formats.

e Help educators identify students who may require additional support or
enrichment.

e Encourage parental involvement by providing clear indicators of a
child's reading progress.

e Support differentiated instruction by highlighting individual skill
levels early.

However, it remains crucial that these practice sessions maintain a balance
between assessment and engagement, ensuring that young learners do not
perceive reading as a high-stakes activity too early in their education.

Features of Effective Star Reading Test
Practice for Kindergarten

Effective practice materials for star reading test practice kindergarten
should be carefully designed to meet the developmental needs of early
learners. Key features include:

Age-Appropriate Content

Kindergarten practice materials must utilize simple vocabulary and sentence
structures. Incorporating images alongside text helps maintain engagement and
supports comprehension. For example, practice passages might include:

e Short sentences with common sight words.

e Illustrations that provide contextual clues.

e Interactive elements like highlighting or dragging words.

Adaptive Difficulty

Star Reading assessments are computer-adaptive, meaning the difficulty
adjusts based on the student’s responses. Practice tests simulating this
adaptability can better prepare kindergarteners for the actual test



experience. Adaptive practice helps in:

e Building confidence by starting with easier questions.
e Gradually introducing more challenging content as competence grows.

e Personalizing learning to meet diverse skill levels within a
kindergarten class.

Feedback and Progress Tracking

Immediate, constructive feedback enhances learning during practice sessions.
For kindergarten students, this might involve:

e Positive reinforcement for correct answers.

e Gentle prompts or hints for incorrect responses.

e Visual progress charts accessible to parents and teachers.

Such features ensure that star reading test practice kindergarten tools are
not merely evaluative but also instructional.

Comparing Star Reading Test Practice with Other
Kindergarten Reading Assessments

Kindergarten reading assessments are diverse, with popular tools including
DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills), Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment, and the STAR Early Literacy test. Comparing these with
star reading test practice kindergarten reveals distinct advantages and
limitations.

Scope and Focus

e STAR Early Literacy: Designed specifically for pre-readers and early
readers, focusing on alphabet knowledge, phonological awareness, and
comprehension readiness.



e DIBELS: Emphasizes fluency and phonemic awareness with brief, timed
tasks.

e Star Reading: Centers on comprehension and vocabulary, typically for
readers beyond kindergarten level but adaptable for early exposure.

While STAR Early Literacy may offer more precise diagnostics for kindergarten
reading readiness, star reading test practice kindergarten can complement
these by building familiarity with computer-adaptive testing and
comprehension tasks.

Ease of Use and Engagement

Star Reading's engaging interface and adaptive questioning can be appealing
to young learners, but its complexity may require additional adult guidance
compared to more straightforward assessments like DIBELS. Practice tests that
replicate Star Reading's format enable teachers to scaffold learning and
introduce technology-assisted testing gently.

Pros and Cons of Star Reading Test Practice for
Kindergarten

Pros

Early Familiarity: Students get accustomed to computerized testing
environments.

Data-Driven Insights: Provides educators with early indicators of
reading comprehension potential.

Adaptive Learning: Tailors difficulty to individual student ability.

Parental Engagement: Enables parents to track progress through
accessible reports.

Cons



» Developmental Appropriateness: The test’s design is primarily for older
students, so kindergarten adaptations may be limited.

e Technology Dependence: Requires access to devices and adult supervision,
potentially excluding some learners.

e Potential Stress: Overemphasis on testing at an early age may induce
anxiety.

Implementing Star Reading Test Practice in
Kindergarten Classrooms

To effectively incorporate star reading test practice kindergarten
activities, educators should consider a multi-faceted approach:

1. Integrate Practice with Curriculum: Use practice tests as part of
regular literacy instruction rather than isolated assessments.

2. Provide Supportive Environments: Ensure adult guidance is available to
help children navigate the test interface.

3. Use Results to Inform Instruction: Analyze practice test data to tailor
reading groups and interventions.

4. Engage Families: Share progress and strategies with parents to extend
learning beyond the classroom.

By embedding star reading test practice kindergarten experiences within a
supportive and developmentally sensitive framework, educators can leverage
the benefits while minimizing drawbacks.

Role of Educators and Parents

Teachers play a pivotal role in mediating the star reading test practice
process. Their expertise ensures that assessments do not overshadow the joy
of reading during these formative years. Similarly, parents who actively
participate in practice sessions can reinforce learning and reduce test-
related anxiety.



Future Directions and Considerations

As digital assessment tools evolve, adaptations of Star Reading for
kindergarten learners are likely to become more refined. Emerging
technologies such as gamification and AI-driven personalized learning may
enhance the efficacy of star reading test practice kindergarten resources.
However, ongoing research is needed to validate the reliability and impact of
such tools at the kindergarten level.

Moreover, equity considerations remain critical. Ensuring that all
kindergarten students have access to practice materials and devices is
essential to prevent widening achievement gaps. Schools and policymakers must
address these challenges to maximize the potential benefits of early reading
assessments.

The exploration of star reading test practice kindergarten underscores the
broader trend toward data-informed literacy education. When judiciously
applied, these practices can support early identification of reading
difficulties and foster a lifelong love of reading.

Star Reading Test Practice Kindergarten

star reading test practice kindergarten: Improving Reading Comprehension of
Self-Chosen Books Through Computer Assessment and Feedback Keith James Topping,
2022-07-12 Schools around the world use online programs like Accelerated Reader and Reading
Counts to improve students’ reading comprehension of real books, but how can such software be
used most effectively? In this unique resource, researcher Keith Topping analyzes independent
research studies and brings you best practices on quality implementation to enhance effectiveness.
He explains the evidence base for the programs in a comprehensible way and addresses many
common questions, such as Does it work?, How should it be implemented to make it work?, and Is it
cheaper and more efficient in teacher time than what we were doing before? He also discusses best
practices for using the assessment data, for tailoring implementation in elementary vs. high schools,
and for working with disadvantaged students. Appropriate for teachers, literacy coaches, curriculum
leaders, and other stakeholders, the book will provide you with a strong research foundation and
easily accessible information to help you fine-tune your understanding of the reading programs and
implement them more successfully in your schools and classrooms.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Handbook of Reading Assessment Sherry Mee
Bell, R. Steve McCallum, 2015-07-30 The Handbook of Reading Assessment, Second Edition, covers
the wide range of reading assessments educators must be able to use and understand to effectively
assess and instruct their students. Comprehensive and filled with numerous authentic examples, the
text addresses informal classroom based assessment, progress monitoring, individual
norm-referenced assessment, and group norm-referenced or ‘high-stakes’ testing. Coverage includes
assessment content relevant for English language learners and adults. A set of test guidelines to use
when selecting or evaluating an assessment tool is provided. New and updated in the Second Edition
Impact on reading assessment of Common Core Standards for literacy; increased top-down focus on
accountability and high stakes tests; innovations in computerized assessment of reading Latest
developments in Response to Intervention (RTI) model, particularly as they impact reading


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/star-reading-test-practice-kindergarten.pdf

assessment International Reading Association standards for reading educators and brief discussion
of International Dyslexia Association standards Types of reading assessment, including discussion of
formative versus summative assessment Expanded coverage of assessment of reading motivation
Expanded coverage of writing assessment New and revised assessments across genres of reading
assessment Companion Website: numerous resources relevant to reading and writing assessment;
suggestions for evidence-based instructional practices that can be linked to assessment results;
PowerPoint slides; test bank; study guides; application exercises

star reading test practice kindergarten: Language and Literacy Development James P.
Byrnes, Barbara A. Wasik, 2019-08-09 This established text--now revised and updated--reveals how
spoken language skills are acquired and how they affect children’s later reading and writing
achievement. With a unique focus on the needs of educators, the book examines the foundations of
language in the developing brain. It explores the relationship of language processes to core literacy
skills and probes the impact of motivational and sociocultural factors on children’s learning.
Implications of developmental knowledge for classroom instruction are highlighted, and effective
practices reviewed. Revealing vignettes, clear explanations of research, and lists of “main ideas”
enhance the text’s accessibility for preservice teachers. New to This Edition *Chapter on emergent
literacy and the predictors of reading success. *Incorporates the latest research, including findings
from key longitudinal studies. *Increased attention to English learners, low-income children, and
children with disabilities. *Updated and expanded topics, including usage-based theories of language
acquisition, morphological knowledge in vocabulary and comprehension, phonological processing
skills, and writing development.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Resources in Education , 2001

star reading test practice kindergarten: A Place for Wonder Georgia Heard, Jennifer
McDonough, 2023-10-10 In A Place for Wonder, Georgia Heard and Jennifer McDonough discuss
how to create a landscape of wonder, a primary classroom where curiosity, creativity, and
exploration are encouraged. For it is these characteristics, the authors write, that develop
intelligent, inquiring, life-long learners. The authors’ research shows that many primary grade state
standards encourage teaching for understanding, critical thinking, creativity, and question asking,
and promote the development of children who have the attributes of inventiveness, curiosity,
engagement, imagination, and creativity. With these goals in mind, Georgia and Jennifer provide
teachers with numerous, practical ways—setting up wonder centers, gathering data though senses,
teaching nonfiction craft—they can create a classroom environment where student’s questions and
observations are part of daily work. They also present a step-by-step guide to planning a nonfiction
reading and writing unit of study—creating a nonfiction book, which includes creating a table of
contents, writing focused chapters, using wow words, and developing point of view. A Place for
Wonder will help teachers reclaim their classrooms as a place where true learning is the norm.

star reading test practice kindergarten: A Guidebook for Adolescent Reading ELA
Leaders' Task Force, 2000

star reading test practice kindergarten: Reading & Accountability United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Education and the Workforce, 2002

star reading test practice kindergarten: Illinois Libraries , 2000 Includes proceedings of the
Illinois Library Association.

star reading test practice kindergarten: The Cognitive Foundations of Reading and Its
Acquisition Wesley A. Hoover, William E. Tunmer, 2020-06-09 This book serves as a succinct
resource on the cognitive requirements of reading. It provides a coherent, overall view of reading
and learning to read, and does so in a relatively sparse fashion that supports retention. The initial
sections of the book describe the cognitive structure of reading and the cognitive foundation upon
which that structure is built. This is followed by discussions of how an understanding of these
cognitive requirements can be used in practice with standards, assessments, curriculum and
instruction, to advance the teaching of reading and the delivery of interventions for students who
encounter difficulties along the way. The book focuses on reading in English as its exemplar, but



shows how its framework can be adapted to understand the broad cognitive requirements for
reading and learning to read in any phonologically-based orthography. It provides a way for reading
professionals to think about reading and its development and gives them mechanisms that, coupled
with such understanding, will help them link what children must know to become strong readers to
what teaching can best provide through the competent use of available tools. In this way, the book
will help reading professionals be both efficient and effective in what they provide all their students
and be much better equipped to support those students who struggle to learn to read.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Informal Reading Assessments by Dr. Fry Dr Ed
Fry, 2001 This easy-to-use book contains a wide variety of language arts assessments to help
teachers of reading. The results of these assessments can determine what should be taught, measure
progress, and suggest areas that might be causing difficulty in learning to read. Book jacket.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Economic Opportunity Amendments of 1977-78
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Human Resources. Subcommittee on Employment,
Poverty, and Migratory Labor, 1978

star reading test practice kindergarten: Popular Educator, 1922

star reading test practice kindergarten: Introduction to Educational Research W. Newton
Suter, 2012 W. Newton Suter argues that what is important in a changing education landscape is the
ability to think clearly about research methods, reason through complex problems and evaluate
published research. He explains how to evaluate data and establish its relevance.

star reading test practice kindergarten: DSSSB TGT Social Studies Exam Prep Book (English

Edition) : Trained Graduate Teacher (Concerned Subject - Section B) - 12 Practice Tests EduGorilla
Prep Experts, 2023-10-11 « Best Selling Book in English Edition for DSSSB TGT Social Studies

(Concerned Subject) with objective-type questions as per the latest syllabus given by the DSSSB. «
Compare your performance with other students using Smart Answer Sheets in EduGorilla’s DSSSB
TGT Social Studies Practice Kit. * DSSSB TGT Social Studies Preparation Kit comes with 12 Practice
Tests with the best quality content. ¢ Increase your chances of selection by 16X. « DSSSB TGT Social
Studies Prep Kit comes with well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions.
Clear exam with good grades using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Handbook of Orthography and Literacy R.
Malatesha Joshi, P.G. Aaron, 2013-05-13 Until about two decades ago, the study of writing systems
and their relationship to literacy acquisition was sparse and generally modeled after studies of
English language learners. This situation is now changing. As the worldwide demand for literacy
continues to grow, researchers from different countries with different language backgrounds have
begun examining the connection between their writing systems and literacy acquisition. This text,
which derives from a NATO sponsored conference on orthography and literacy, brings together the
research of 70 scholars from across the world--the largest assemblage of such experts to date. Their
findings are grouped into three parts, as follows: Part I,Literacy Acquisition in Different Writing
Systems, describes the relationship between orthography and literacy in twenty-five orthographic
systems. This section serves as a handy reference source for understanding the orthographies of
languages as diverse as Arabic, Chinese, English, Icelandic, Kannada, and Kishwahili. Part
II,Literacy Acquisition From a Cross-Linguistic Perspective, makes direct comparisons of literacy
acquisition in English and other orthographic systems. The overall conclusion that emerges from
these eight chapters is that the depth of an orthographic system does influence literacy acquisition
primarily by slowing down the acquisition of reading skills. Even so, studies show that dyslexic
readers can be found across all orthographic systems whether shallow or deep, which shows that
dyslexia also has internal cognitive and biological components. Part III,Literacy Acquisition:
Instructional Perspectives, explores literacy acquisition from developmental and instructional
perspectives and ends with a look into the future of literacy research. This Handbook is appropriate
for scholars, researchers, and graduate students in such diverse fields as cognitive psychology,
psycholinguistics, literacy education, English as a second language, and communication disorders.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Multifaceted Assessment for Early Childhood



Education Robert ]J. Wright, 2010 Multifaceted Assessment in Early Childhood is ideal for those on
upper-division undergraduate courses and first-level graduate courses in early childhood education
assessment. The book covers the various measures used in a range of assessment dimensions, and
includes valuable information regarding young children with special needs and English Language
Learners, which has rarely been touched upon in other textbooks. The chapters are focused on
student accessibility and include practical applications of key concepts. Features and benefits:
Covers a range of assessment concepts, including - Formative (uses feedback from learning to adapt
teaching) -Summative (i.e. tests, quizzes) -Authentic (focuses on complex/deeper tasks)
-Standardized (STAR, SAT) Includes coverage of assessment for English language learners and
children with special needs -- topics that are not provided enough coverage in other books (including
Wortham, McAfee, Puckett and Mindes). Wright's writing style grabs and engages the reader in the
topic. Two of our reviewers who use Wortham specifically cited Wright's writing style as a reason
they would adopt our book. A McAfee reviewer is likely to switch for the same reason.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Curriculum and Teaching Dialogue Barbara Slater
Stern, 2006-10-01 Editorial Review Board: Lynne Bailey, University of North Carolina—Charlotte.
Robert Boostrom, University of Southern Indiana. Monica Brown, University of the West Indies.
Susan Brown, University of Central Florida. India Broyles, University of New England. Lynn M.
Burlbaw, Texas A & M University. Jennifer Deets. Robert Donmoyer, University of San Diego. Moira
Fallon, SUNY—College at Brockport. Lyn Forester, Doane College. Jeffrey Kaplan, University of
Central Florida. J. Randall Koetting, Marian College. Karen Riley, Auburn University at Montgomery.
Judith J. Slater, Florida International University, Julia D. Sweeny, James Madison University. Jeanne
L. Tunks, University of North Texas. Editorial Advisory Board: Michael Apple, University of
Wisconsin—Madison. Thomas Barone, Arizona State University. D. Jean Clandinin, University of
Alberta, Canada. Elliot Eisner, Stanford University. Steve Selden, University of Maryland at College
Park. William F. Pinar, University of British Columbia.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Grade Teacher , 1922

star reading test practice kindergarten: Scholastic Success with Reading and Math
Jumbo Workbook Kathleen M. Hollenbeck, 2005-07 300 skill-building pages that give young
learners practice with the alphabet, sight words, handwriting, phonics, numbers, shapes and
everything they'll need to succeed as students. For use with Grade K.

star reading test practice kindergarten: Sharing Our Success David Bell, Kirk David
Anderson, Society for the Advancement of Excellence in Education, 2004 The disturbing educational
success rates for Aboriginal students in comparison with their peers have been documented for
many years. Reducing this persistent achievement gap is one of Canada's most pressing educational
challenges. Numerous reports commissioned by federal and provincial governments and Aboriginal
authorities have offered detailed examinations of the complex social, economic, linguistic, and
cultural interrelationships that contextualize the educational environments of Aboriginal students.
Many of their families struggle with the legacy of residential schools that ripped families apart and
caused immeasurable damage to the social fabric. Schools serving these communities work within a
context that may include poverty, learned helplessness, despair, and high levels of abuse, addictions
and violence. For some communities, student suicide rates may exceed graduation rates. Yet despite
many extraordinary challenges, some schools are producing tangible progress for their Aboriginal
students. This report springs from a study of ten such schools in an effort to identify practices that
appear to contribute to their success.
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