a field guide to american houses

A Field Guide to American Houses: Discovering the Charm of U.S. Home Styles

a field guide to american houses opens the door to a fascinating journey
through the diverse architectural styles that have shaped the American
landscape over centuries. From the cozy Colonial cottages of the East Coast
to the sprawling Ranch homes of the West, each style tells a unique story
about the country’s history, culture, and regional influences. Whether you're
a homeowner, a history buff, or simply curious about the distinct features
that define American homes, this guide will walk you through the essentials
of identifying and appreciating the most iconic house styles across the
United States.

Understanding the Roots of American Home
Architecture

Before diving into specific styles, it helps to understand how American
architecture developed. The U.S. is a melting pot of cultures, and this
diversity is reflected in its homes. Early settlers brought European
influences, which then evolved to suit local climates, materials, and
lifestyles. Over time, technological advances and economic shifts gave rise
to new designs, blending tradition with innovation.

This blend means that a field guide to American houses isn’t just about

aesthetics; it’s about recognizing how history, geography, and society
intertwine to shape the places people call home.

Classic American House Styles and Their Key
Features

Colonial Style

One of the most enduring and recognizable styles, Colonial architecture dates
back to the 17th and 18th centuries. These homes are typically symmetrical,
with a centered front door and evenly spaced windows. Common features
include:

e Two to three stories

e Gabled roof



e Double-hung windows with shutters

e Brick or wood siding

Colonial houses embody the early American spirit, reflecting the practical
needs and simple elegance of the era. Variations such as Georgian and Dutch
Colonial add regional flair, making this style a versatile part of the
American housing story.

Victorian Homes

Victorian architecture flourished during the late 19th century and is known
for its ornate detailing and eclectic mix of elements. These homes often
feature:

e Steep, complex rooflines

e Decorative trim called “gingerbread”

e Asymmetrical facades

e Wraparound porches

e Bright, varied color schemes

If you spot a house that looks like it belongs in a fairy tale or a classic
novel, chances are it’s Victorian. This style showcases craftsmanship and
artistic expression, with substyles such as Queen Anne and Second Empire
offering distinct variations.

Craftsman Bungalows

Emerging in the early 20th century, the Craftsman style reflects the Arts and
Crafts movement’s emphasis on simplicity and natural materials. Key
identifiers include:

e Low-pitched, gabled roofs with wide eaves

e Exposed rafters and decorative beams

e Porches supported by thick, tapered columns



e Built-in cabinetry and handcrafted woodwork inside

Craftsman homes are beloved for their cozy, inviting feel and integration
with nature. They often feature open floor plans and use local stone or wood,
blending seamlessly into suburban neighborhoods or wooded areas.

Ranch Style Houses

Post-World War II America saw the rise of the Ranch style, which emphasized
simplicity, affordability, and connection to the outdoors. Characteristics
include:

e Single-story layout

e Long, low roofline

e Large windows and sliding glass doors

e Open floor plans connecting living spaces

Ranch homes became synonymous with the American Dream—practical, family-
friendly, and ideal for sprawling suburban lots. Their design encourages
indoor-outdoor living, often incorporating patios and backyards as extensions
of the home.

Mid-Century Modern

Mid-Century Modern architecture gained popularity from the 1940s through the
1960s. These homes emphasize clean lines, minimal ornamentation, and
functional design. Features to look for include:

Flat or low-pitched roofs

Expansive glass windows

Open interior spaces

Integration with nature and landscape

This style reflects a forward-looking optimism and a desire to harmonize



living spaces with the environment. Mid-Century Modern houses often showcase
innovative materials and construction techniques from the post-war era.

Regional Influences on American Home Styles

America’s vast geography means that regional differences significantly impact
the design of houses. A field guide to American houses wouldn't be complete
without recognizing how climate and culture shape architecture.

New England and the Northeast

In the colder climates of the Northeast, homes often feature steep roofs to
shed snow and robust chimneys for fireplaces. Cape Cod and Saltbox styles are
common, characterized by their simple, symmetrical forms and wood shingle
exteriors.

The South

Southern homes frequently incorporate large porches and raised foundations to
combat heat and humidity. Styles like the Southern Plantation and Creole
Cottage reflect a blend of European and Caribbean influences, emphasizing
ventilation and outdoor living spaces.

Southwest and Desert Regions

Adobe and Pueblo Revival styles dominate here, utilizing earth-toned stucco
and flat roofs. Thick walls help regulate indoor temperatures, making these
homes well-suited for hot, dry climates.

Midwest and Great Plains

Practicality rules in these areas, with Farmhouse and Prairie styles leading
the way. Prairie homes, popularized by Frank Lloyd Wright, emphasize
horizontal lines and open interiors, connecting residents with the expansive
landscape.

Tips for Identifying American House Styles

Approaching a field guide to American houses with fresh eyes can turn a



casual walk through a neighborhood into an educational adventure. Here are
some tips to help you recognize different styles:

1. Look at the roofline: Is it steep, flat, gabled, or hipped? The roof
often reveals the era and style.

2. Notice window placement and style: Symmetry often points to Colonial,
while large glass panes suggest Mid-Century Modern.

3. Examine exterior materials: Wood siding, brick, stucco, or stone can
hint at regional influences.

4. Observe decorative details: Ornate trim, columns, and porches help
differentiate Victorian from Craftsman styles.

5. Consider the layout: Single-story or multi-story, open floor plan or
segmented rooms—these features can guide your identification.

Taking photos and comparing them with architectural guides or apps can also
deepen your understanding and appreciation.

The Evolving Landscape of American Homes

American residential architecture continues to evolve, blending traditional
styles with modern innovations. Contemporary homes often mix elements from
different eras, creating hybrid designs that reflect today'’s diverse tastes
and needs. Energy efficiency, sustainability, and smart technologies have
also become key factors influencing new home construction and renovations.

Yet, no matter how much styles change, the foundational elements captured in
a field guide to American houses remain essential. They connect us to our
past, reveal regional stories, and showcase the creativity that defines
American living spaces.

Exploring these homes is more than just a study of buildings—it’s a way to
experience the rich cultural tapestry and history embedded in every porch,
window, and roofline across the country. Whether you're dreaming of your next
home, restoring an old one, or simply wandering through a neighborhood,
understanding these architectural styles adds a meaningful layer to your
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'A Field Guide to American Houses' about?

'A Field Guide to American Houses' is a comprehensive reference book that
helps readers identify and understand the architectural styles of American
residential buildings through detailed descriptions and illustrations.

Who is the author of 'A Field Guide to American
Houses'?

The author of 'A Field Guide to American Houses' is Virginia Savage
McAlester, a noted architectural historian.

Why is 'A Field Guide to American Houses' considered
important?
The guide is important because it provides a systematic way to recognize and

appreciate the diverse architectural styles found in American homes, making
it valuable for historians, architects, preservationists, and enthusiasts.

What types of architectural styles are covered in 'A
Field Guide to American Houses'?

The book covers a wide range of styles including Colonial, Victorian,
Craftsman, Ranch, Modern, and many regional variations and vernacular house
types.

How can 'A Field Guide to American Houses' help
homeowners?

Homeowners can use the guide to identify the style of their house, understand
its historical context, and make informed decisions about renovation,
restoration, or decoration consistent with the original architecture.

Is 'A Field Guide to American Houses' suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the guide is designed to be accessible to both beginners and

professionals, featuring clear explanations, photographs, and illustrations
to aid in recognizing different house styles.

Does 'A Field Guide to American Houses' include
illustrations?

Yes, the book includes numerous illustrations and photographs that visually
demonstrate the key features of each architectural style.



When was 'A Field Guide to American Houses' first
published?

'A Field Guide to American Houses' was first published in 1984 and has since
been updated in subsequent editions to include newer styles and additional
information.

Can 'A Field Guide to American Houses' be used for
historic preservation?

Absolutely. Preservationists and architects use the guide as a resource to
accurately identify architectural styles and ensure that restoration efforts
maintain the historical integrity of American homes.

Additional Resources

A Field Guide to American Houses: Exploring Architectural Styles Across the
United States

a field guide to american houses offers a fascinating lens through which to
view the cultural, historical, and regional diversity of the United States.
From colonial-era structures to modern suburban developments, American
residential architecture reflects varied influences, climatic adaptations,
and evolving tastes. Understanding these styles not only enriches
appreciation for the built environment but also assists homeowners, real
estate professionals, and enthusiasts in identifying and preserving
architectural heritage.

This article delves into the most prominent American house styles, their
defining characteristics, and the social contexts that shaped them. Through a
detailed exploration, readers gain insight into the nuances of design,
construction materials, and regional variations that distinguish one style
from another. This comprehensive field guide aims to be an essential resource
for anyone interested in the architectural tapestry of American homes.

Historical Roots and Evolution of American
House Styles

American residential architecture can be broadly categorized by historical
periods, each marked by distinct aesthetics and construction methods. Early
colonial houses, for example, often exhibit simplicity and practicality,
molded by European settlers adapting to new environments. Over time, styles
evolved to mirror technological advances, cultural trends, and economic
conditions.

The 18th and 19th centuries saw the rise of styles such as Georgian, Federal,



and Victorian, each with unique features that contributed to the
architectural language of their time. Moving into the 20th century, the
proliferation of the Craftsman bungalow, Ranch, and Mid-century Modern homes
reflected changing lifestyles and innovations in building techniques. Today,
contemporary designs often blend traditional motifs with sustainability and
smart-home technology.

Colonial and Early American Styles

Colonial homes are among the earliest forms of American residential
architecture. Characterized by symmetrical facades, steep roofs, and central
chimneys, these houses often feature wood-frame construction with clapboard
or brick exteriors. The Georgian style, dominant from the early 1700s to late
18th century, is noted for its balanced windows, decorative crown moldings,
and paneled doors with transoms.

Following Georgian influence, the Federal style emerged with a lighter, more
refined aesthetic. Federal homes typically incorporate elliptical fanlights
above front doors, slender columns, and sidelights, reflecting the nascent
nation’s aspirations toward classical ideals. These homes, prevalent in the
northeastern United States, often convey an elegant simplicity.

Victorian and Late 19th Century Styles

The Victorian era introduced a range of ornate, eclectic styles that contrast
sharply with the restraint of colonial designs. Queen Anne architecture,
widely recognized for its asymmetrical facades, turrets, patterned shingles,
and expansive porches, dominated the late 1800s. These houses often utilized
vibrant colors and intricate woodwork, signaling wealth and artistic
expression.

Other Victorian substyles include the Stick style, known for its decorative
trusses and stickwork, and the Second Empire style, identifiable by mansard
roofs and dormer windows. These designs flourished during a time of

industrial growth, enabled by advances in mass-produced building materials.

20th Century American House Styles

The 20th century marked a shift toward more practical and affordable housing,
influenced by suburbanization and modernism. This era gave rise to a variety
of styles that continue to shape the American residential landscape.



Craftsman and Bungalow

Emerging from the Arts and Crafts movement, the Craftsman bungalow gained
popularity in the early 1900s. These homes emphasize handcrafted details,
natural materials like wood and stone, and low-pitched gabled roofs. Wide
eaves with exposed rafters and tapered porch columns are signature elements.

Craftsman houses are celebrated for their cozy, functional interiors and
integration with the surrounding environment. Their modest size and efficient
layouts made them accessible to the growing middle class, especially in the
western and midwestern states.

Ranch Style

The Ranch house became synonymous with post-World War II suburban expansion.
Characterized by single-story layouts, sprawling footprints, and open floor
plans, Ranch homes prioritize ease of movement and a strong connection to
outdoor spaces. Large windows, sliding glass doors, and attached garages are
common features.

Ranch houses often utilize inexpensive materials such as stucco or brick
veneer, catering to mass housing demands. Though sometimes criticized for
their uniformity, Ranch designs remain popular due to their adaptability and
straightforward construction.

Mid-Century Modern

Mid-century Modern architecture reflects a break from traditional forms,
embracing minimalism, innovative materials, and integration with nature.
These houses, prominent from the 1940s to 1960s, often showcase flat or low-
pitched roofs, expansive glass walls, and open interior plans.

Influenced by architects like Frank Lloyd Wright and the Bauhaus movement,
Mid-century Modern homes emphasize functionality and simplicity. Their
timeless appeal has led to a resurgence in interest, with many homeowners
investing in restoration and preservation.

Regional Variations in American House
Architecture
Geography and climate have always played crucial roles in shaping American

house styles. A field guide to American houses must consider how regional
factors influence design, materials, and construction techniques.



Northeast and Mid-Atlantic

In the Northeast, historic homes often retain colonial influences, with
saltbox and Cape Cod styles prevalent. These designs feature steep roofs to
shed snow, central chimneys for heating, and modest ornamentation. Brick and
wood siding are common, tailored to withstand cold winters.

South and Southeast

Southern homes frequently incorporate expansive porches and raised
foundations to combat heat and humidity. The Plantation style, with its grand
columns and symmetrical layout, reflects antebellum tastes. Additionally,
Shotgun houses—narrow, rectangular dwellings—are notable for their efficient
use of space in urban settings.

Midwest and Plains

Midwestern homes often embrace practical designs such as the American
Foursquare, which offers a boxy, efficient layout suited to harsh winters.
The use of durable materials like brick and stone is typical, and many homes
include basements for additional storage and shelter.

West and Pacific Coast

The West Coast showcases a diverse mix, from Craftsman bungalows to Spanish
Colonial Revival styles. Coastal climates encourage open floor plans and
large windows to maximize natural light and views. Adobe and stucco are
frequently used in southwestern regions, reflecting Spanish and Mexican
heritage.

Identifying Features and Architectural Details

A critical skill in any field guide to American houses is recognizing the
architectural elements that define each style. These details not only assist
in accurate classification but also reveal the historical and cultural
narratives embedded in the structures.

* Rooflines: Steeply pitched roofs often indicate colonial or Gothic
Revival styles, while flat or low-pitched roofs suggest Mid-century
Modern or Ranch designs.



e Windows: Double-hung sash windows are common in traditional styles,
whereas large picture windows characterize modern homes.

e Porches and Columns: The presence and style of porches—ranging from
wraparound Victorian verandas to minimalist Craftsman stoops—offer clues
to a house’s architectural lineage.

e Ornamentation: Decorative elements such as brackets, dentil moldings,
and stained glass denote Victorian and revival styles, contrasting with
the clean lines of modern architecture.

Preservation and Contemporary Trends

In recent decades, there has been a growing movement to preserve historic
American homes, recognizing their cultural significance and architectural
value. Preservation efforts often involve restoring original features and
adapting homes for modern use without compromising heritage.

Simultaneously, contemporary home construction increasingly blends
traditional styles with new technologies and sustainability practices. Green
building materials, energy-efficient designs, and smart home systems are
integrated into classic forms, creating a dynamic dialogue between past and
present.

Understanding the diverse styles cataloged in a field guide to American
houses enables homeowners and professionals to make informed decisions about
maintenance, renovation, and real estate investments. It also fosters a
deeper appreciation for the complex story of America’s architectural
identity, shaped by centuries of innovation, migration, and regional
adaptation.

A Field Guide To American Houses

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
Arcie Lee McAlester, 1984 The guide that enables you to identify, and place in their historic and
architectural contexts, the houses you see in your neighborhood or in your travels across America.
17th century to the present.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
Arcie Lee McAlester, 2013 First edition (c1984) written by Virginia and Lee McAlester.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to America's Historic Neighborhoods and
Museum Houses Virginia McAlester, Arcie Lee McAlester, 1998 This remarkable,
information-packed architectural field guide to historic sports in the Western states comes from the
authors of the perennially popular FIELD GUIDE TO AMERICAN HOUSES. The book covers 110
cities and towns with 172 historic neighborhoods and almost 200 museum houses. Over 300


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-195/a-field-guide-to-american-houses.pdf

illustrations and 175 maps.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Architecture Carole Rifkind,
1980

a field guide to american houses: Great American Houses and Their Architectural Styles Lee
McAlester, Virginia McAlester, 1995-01-03 A sumptuously illustrated, authoritative introduction to
the principal architectural and decorating styles of the American house, from Colonial times to the
mid-twentieth century. In this lavishly produced volume, authors Virginia and Lee McAlester explore
outstanding landmark houses that exemplify America's major architectural and interior design styles
from Colonial times to the mid-twentieth century. These twenty-five houses are illustrated with more
than 350 specially commissioned full-color photographs of interior and exterior views, 125
black-and-white line drawings and floor plans, historical paintings, and vintage photographs. The
text not only discusses the houses architectural innovations and design elements but also profiles
the architects and their clients. The featured houses were built by many of the country's leading
architects—from Alexander Jackson Davis, Richard Morris Hunt, Henry Hobson Richardson, and
McKim, Mead and White to Frank Lloyd Wright, the Greene brothers, and Walter Gropius—and
owned by some of its most celebrated citizens, including Thomas Jefferson, Mark Twain, Thomas
Edison, Jay Gould, the Guggenheim's, the Phippses', and the Vanderbilt's. As a result, the book is as
much a cultural history as it is an architectural study. The authors also include an informative
discussion of each style as it can be seen in vernacular versions around the country. Located all over
the United States, most of the featured houses are open to the public, and the book provides their
addresses and other helpful information for visitors. Great American Houses and Their Architectural
Styles will be irresistible to all house lovers, architects, and designers, and will give readers a
deeper understanding and appreciation of our rich architectural heritage.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
Arcie Lee McAlester, 1987

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia MacAlester,
John Philip MacAleer, 1988

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
A. Lee McAlester, 1986

a field guide to american houses: American Houses Gerald L. Foster, 2004-03-09 American
Houses is a historical guide to the architecture of the American home. While other architectural field
guides show only fagades, this book includes floor plans, showing how the form of a house arises
from its function. Photographs and drawings of exteriors illustrate the significant field marks of each
style and help pinpoint the key elements that can identify a house even when it has been remodeled
beyond recognition. Beautifully illustrated, clearly written, and impeccably researched, American
Houses is an essential reference for anyone interested in the history of American residential
architecture.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide To American Houses Antonio Diaz,
2020-08-20 American house styles come in many shapes, some with architectural details borrowed
from classical profiles, some unique to the New World. While many of the house styles brought by
the first European settlers to North America remained popular until the mid-20th century, other
styles have joined them, adding a vast choice for homeowners. Whether it's a Colonial or Victorian
look to a bit more Modern or Postmodern, or something in between, there's something for every
taste. You will find anything else in this book!

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia Savage
McAlester, 2015-07-29 The fully expanded, updated, and freshly designed second edition of the most
comprehensive and widely acclaimed guide to domestic architecture: in print since its original
publication in 1984, and acknowledged everywhere as the unmatched, essential guide to American
houses. This revised edition includes a section on neighborhoods; expanded and completely new
categories of house styles with photos and descriptions of each; an appendix on Approaches to
Construction in the 20th and 21st Centuries; an expanded bibliography; and 600 new photographs



and line drawings.

a field guide to american houses: American Houses: A Field Guide to the Architecture
of the Home Gerald Foster, 2004-03-01 American Houses is not only an innovative guide to the
styles of American domestic architecture, from native American and early Colonial structures to
Beaux Arts and postmodern residences, it also explains the cultural, geographical, and historical
origins of each style.

a field guide to american houses: Old-House Journal , 1984-10 Old-House Journal is the
original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical
architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
voice.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to Contemporary American Architecture
Carole Rifkind, 2001 Leading urbanist Carole Rifkind takes readers on an illuminating tour through
half a century of design in this comprehensive and lavishly illustrated book. From private homes and
public housing to museums, religious and educational edifices, shopping centers, malls, and office
buildings, the accessible text demonstrates the interplay between form and function, and how the
uses of space, mass, materials, and ornament have evolved to produce the structures that surround
us today. Rifkind also discusses the development of style and analyzes the contributions of more
than two hundred architects, as well as the political and economic forces that influenced their work.
Filled with over four hundred photographs and line drawings, A Field Guide to Contemporary
American Architecture is an essential reference for both casual observers and serious scholars. Its
in-depth exploration of the postwar intellectual, social, and artistic environment offers a unique
perspective on our recent past and the forces that shape our modern landscape.

a field guide to american houses: Old-House Journal , 1985-01 Old-House Journal is the
original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical
architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
voice.

a field guide to american houses: The Ozarks Milton D. Rafferty, 2001-11-01 The Ozark
Mountains reach into Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, forming a region with great
natural beauty and a distinctive cultural and historical landscape. This comprehensive volume, a
fully updated edition of a beloved classic, reaches into history, anthropology, economics, and
geography to explore the complex relationships between the Ozarks' people and land through times
of profound change. Drawing on more than thirty years of research, field observations, and
interviews, Rafferty examines this subject matter through a range of topics: the settlement patterns
and material cultures of Native Americans, French, Scotch-Irish, Germans, Italians, African
Americans, Hispanics, and Asians in the region; population growth; the guerrilla warfare and battles
of the Civil War; the cultural transformations wrought by railroads, roads, mass media, and modern
communication systems; the discovery, development, and decline of the great mining districts; the
various forms of agriculture and the felling of the region's vast forests; and the built landscape, from
log cabins to Victorian mansions to strip malls. This new edition also explores the new and potent
forces which have reshaped the region over the last twenty years: tourism and the growing service
industry, suburbanization, rapid population growth and retirement living, and agribusiness. Lavishly
illustrated with historic and contemporary photographs, maps, and charts.

a field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to America's Historic Neighborhoods
and Museum Houses Virginia McAlester, Lee McAlester, 1998-03-01 This information-packed field
guide provides a tour of domestic architecture in 110 cities and towns in 17 western states; Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. The 172 historic



neighborhoods covered contain hundreds of interesting dwellings that can be viewed, without
ceremony, from the street -- and almost 200 museum houses of particular architectural &/or artistic
significance whose interiors can be visited. The book is organized alphabetically by state, and by
cities and towns within each state. There are 700 B&W photographs and drawings and 173 maps.
Here is a book that will be a landmark in its own right.

a field guide to american houses: Southern Homes and Plan Books Sarah J. Boykin, Susan M.
Hunter, 2018-08-01 Southern Homes and Plan Books showcases the architectural legacy and design
philosophy of Leila Ross Wilburn (1885-1967), a legacy that includes hundreds of houses in a variety
of popular house styles, from bungalows to ranch houses, built using Wilburn’s plan books during
the first six decades of the twentieth century. Wilburn opened her own firm in Atlanta in 1908 and
practiced until her death in 1967. She published nine plan books that offered mail order house
designs to contractors, builders, and prospective homeowners and allowed them the ease of
choosing a preconceived design and construction plan. Sarah J. Boykin and Susan M. Hunter provide
a survey of the southern homes built from Wilburn’s plan books, examining Wilburn’s architectural
legacy and her achievements as a plan book architect. The book provides beautiful photographs of
houses built from her plans, along with illustrations from the plan books themselves and other
related documents from the time. Readers can thus see how her designs were realized as individual
houses and also how they influenced the development of some of the Atlanta area’s beloved
historical neighborhoods, most notably Druid Hills, Morningside, Virginia-Highland, and Candler
Park, as well as the McDonough-Adams-Kings Highway (MAK) Historic District in Decatur. Today,
Wilburn’s houses are enjoyed as appealing, historic homes and represent some of the richest
examples of southern vernacular architecture to emerge from the plan book tradition.

a field guide to american houses: Under Every Roof Patricia Brown Glenn, 2009-10-19 This
book is a delightful guide to understanding and identifying architectural styles for kids and their
parents Why do houses look the way they do? Why do dome have small windows, while others seem
to be all glass? Why do some hug the landscape, while others are tall with very steep roofs? Why do
dome people live in mansions, while others live in mobile houses? Can you imagine a house that
looks like an elephant or a shoe? Children and adults will learn about the history of domestic
architecture, the styles of the houses we live in, and the terms for the architectural elements that
compose the buildings. Use the pictorial field guide to investigate your own house, then take it along
on family outings to identify different architectural details. Under Every Roof features more than 60
houses from 30 states and the District of Columbia that are listed in the National Register of Historic
Places; many of these are house museums that are open to the public. Kids need to understand the
house they live in, so the book also includes a wide variety of regional styles and architectural types.
The full-color, watercolor illustrations add a unique, gentle humor to the text.

a field guide to american houses: Historic Preservation, Third Edition: An Introduction
to Its History, Principles, and Practice (Third Edition) Norman Tyler, Ilene R. Tyler, Ted ].
Ligibel, 2018-10-16 This classic text covers the gamut of preservation issues in layman’s language.
Historic preservation, which started as a grassroots movement, now represents the cutting edge in a
cultural revolution focused on “green” architecture and sustainability. This book provides
comprehensive coverage of the many facets of historic preservation: the philosophy and history of
the movement, the role of government, the documentation and designation of historic properties,
sensitive architectural designs and planning, preservation technology, and heritage tourism, plus a
survey of architectural styles. An ideal introduction to the field for students, historians,
preservationists, property owners, local officials, and community leaders, this thoroughly revised
edition addresses new subjects, including heritage tourism and partnering with the environmental
community. It also includes updated case studies to reflect the most important historic preservation
issues of today; and brings the conversation into the twenty-first century.
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