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What Language Do Djiboutians Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of
Djibouti

what language do djiboutians speak is a question that opens the door to a
fascinating exploration of a small yet culturally rich nation located in the
Horn of Africa. Djibouti’s linguistic diversity reflects its unique position
as a crossroads of African, Arab, and French influences, making the topic
both intriguing and complex. If you’ve ever wondered about the languages
spoken in Djibouti, this article will guide you through the main languages,
their origins, and the role they play in everyday life.

The Official Languages of Djibouti

Djibouti recognizes two official languages: French and Arabic. These
languages are entrenched in the country’s history and politics and serve as
the main languages of government, education, and formal communication.

French: The Colonial Legacy

French has a prominent role in Djibouti, thanks to its colonial past. The
country was a French territory known as French Somaliland until gaining
independence in 1977. Since then, French has remained one of the official
languages. It is widely used in administration, education, and media. French
serves as a unifying language in a country with multiple ethnic groups and
languages. Many Djiboutians learn French from an early age, particularly in
urban centers like Djibouti City.

Arabic: Religious and Cultural Significance

Arabic, the other official language, is deeply connected to Djibouti’s
Islamic heritage. The majority of Djiboutians are Muslim, and Arabic is the
language of the Quran, Islamic scholarship, and religious practices. Modern
Standard Arabic is used in official documents, religious contexts, and some
media outlets. Additionally, Djibouti’s proximity to the Arabian Peninsula
influences the use of Arabic in trade and international relations. Arabic
also connects Djibouti to the broader Arab world culturally and politically.

Native Languages: Somali and Afar



While French and Arabic dominate official spheres, the everyday linguistic
reality of Djibouti is shaped by two indigenous languages: Somali and Afar.
These languages reflect the two largest ethnic groups in the country and are
spoken by the majority of the population.

Somali Language

Somali is one of the most widely spoken languages in Djibouti. It belongs to
the Cushitic branch of the Afroasiatic language family and is closely related
to Afar. Somali is the mother tongue for the Somali ethnic group, which forms
a significant portion of Djibouti’s population. It’s used in daily
conversation, oral traditions, music, and storytelling. Somali in Djibouti
shares many similarities with the Somali spoken in neighboring Somalia and
Ethiopia, though regional dialects exist.

Afar Language

The Afar language is another Cushitic language spoken by the Afar people, who
inhabit the northern and western parts of Djibouti. Like Somali, Afar is a
vital part of the community’s identity and heritage. It is used in homes,
markets, and cultural events. The Afar language also crosses national
borders, as Afar speakers live in Eritrea and Ethiopia, making it a language
of regional importance.

Multilingualism in Djibouti: A Daily Reality

Understanding what language do Djiboutians speak also means appreciating the
multilingual nature of the society. Many Djiboutians grow up speaking Somali
or Afar at home while learning French and Arabic in school. This
multilingualism is not just a practical skill but also a reflection of the
country’s diverse cultural tapestry.

Language Use in Education and Media

Education in Djibouti typically happens in French, especially at the
secondary and higher levels. Arabic is also taught, primarily for religious
studies and as a second language. Somali and Afar, despite being widely
spoken, are less commonly used in formal education but remain vital in early
childhood and community settings.

In media, French and Arabic dominate national newspapers, radio, and
television broadcasts. However, programs in Somali and Afar are increasingly
common, reflecting a growing recognition of the importance of native



languages in preserving cultural identity.

Practical Tips for Visitors and Expats

If you’re planning to visit or live in Djibouti, knowing what language do
djiboutians speak can enhance your experience. Here are some practical tips:

Learn Basic French Phrases: French will be your best bet for official
matters, shopping, and navigating urban areas.

Familiarize Yourself with Somali or Afar Greetings: Even a few words can
go a long way in building rapport with locals.

Understand Arabic’s Role: If you’re interested in religious or cultural
events, Arabic knowledge is valuable.

Use Multilingual Resources: Many signs and documents are bilingual or
trilingual, so being adaptable helps.

The Linguistic Influence of Djibouti’s
Geography and History

Djibouti’s languages are shaped by its strategic location on the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait, a gateway between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. This
position has historically made the country a hub for trade, migration, and
cultural exchange.

Cross-Border Language Connections

Languages spoken in Djibouti are closely linked to those in neighboring
countries such as Somalia, Ethiopia, and Eritrea. For example, Somali and
Afar communities extend beyond Djibouti’s borders, allowing for shared
linguistic and cultural ties.

The Impact of Trade and Migration

Djibouti’s role as a port city attracts people from across Africa and the
Middle East, introducing additional languages and dialects into the mix, such
as Arabic dialects and some Ethiopian Semitic languages. This diversity
enriches the linguistic environment and contributes to the country’s dynamic



cultural life.

Preserving Native Languages Amid Globalization

As French and Arabic continue to dominate official spheres, efforts to
preserve and promote Somali and Afar languages are gaining momentum. Language
preservation is crucial for maintaining cultural heritage and identity in a
rapidly globalizing world.

Community and Educational Initiatives

Various NGOs and cultural organizations in Djibouti are working to document
and teach native languages. There is growing advocacy for incorporating
Somali and Afar more fully into the education system and media.

The Role of Technology

Technology also plays a role in language preservation. Social media
platforms, mobile apps, and online resources are increasingly available in
Somali and Afar, helping younger generations connect with their linguistic
roots while engaging with the wider world.

Exploring what language do djiboutians speak reveals a multilingual society
where history, culture, and practicality intersect. Whether through the
official languages of French and Arabic or the vibrant native tongues of
Somali and Afar, language in Djibouti is a living testament to the country’s
rich and diverse identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the official languages spoken in Djibouti?
The official languages of Djibouti are French and Arabic.

Which indigenous languages are commonly spoken by
Djiboutians?
Somali and Afar are the most commonly spoken indigenous languages in
Djibouti.



Is French widely spoken in Djibouti?
Yes, French is widely spoken in Djibouti, especially in government,
education, and media, due to the country's colonial history.

Do Djiboutians speak Arabic as a native language?
While Arabic is an official language, most Djiboutians speak it as a second
language rather than a native language.

What language is used for education in Djibouti?
French is primarily used as the language of instruction in schools in
Djibouti.

Are there any other languages spoken by minority
groups in Djibouti?
Besides Somali and Afar, some minority groups in Djibouti may speak Arabic
dialects and other regional languages, but Somali and Afar dominate among
local languages.

Additional Resources
What Language Do Djiboutians Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of Linguistic
Diversity in Djibouti

what language do djiboutians speak is a question that invites a complex and
nuanced answer, reflecting the rich cultural tapestry of this strategically
located East African country. Djibouti, situated at the Horn of Africa, is a
melting pot of ethnicities and languages, shaped by its historical ties to
Arab, African, and French influences. Understanding the linguistic landscape
of Djibouti requires examining its official languages, indigenous tongues,
and the socio-political contexts that have shaped language use across its
population.

The Official Languages of Djibouti

Djibouti recognizes two official languages: French and Arabic. This bilingual
official status stems primarily from its colonial history and geopolitical
affiliations.

French, inherited from Djibouti’s period as French Somaliland until
independence in 1977, remains dominant in government administration,
education, and formal communication. It functions as the language of
instruction in many schools and is the primary medium in legal and diplomatic



affairs. French also serves as a lingua franca among the diverse ethnic
groups residing in Djibouti, facilitating communication in urban centers like
Djibouti City.

Arabic, on the other hand, reflects Djibouti’s cultural and religious
connections to the Arab world. It is both a liturgical language due to the
predominance of Islam in the country, and one of the official languages as
per Djibouti’s constitution. Modern Standard Arabic is used in media and
religious education, whereas various dialects influence everyday speech among
Djiboutians of Arab descent.

The Role of French and Arabic in Society

The coexistence of French and Arabic as official languages is unique,
balancing Djibouti’s colonial legacy with its Islamic cultural identity.
French is often associated with modern state functions and international
relations, while Arabic connects citizens to a shared religious and
historical heritage. Nonetheless, neither French nor Arabic is the mother
tongue for the majority of Djiboutians, highlighting the distinction between
official language policies and everyday linguistic realities.

Indigenous Languages: Somali and Afar

Beyond the official languages, Djibouti’s primary indigenous languages are
Somali and Afar. These two Cushitic languages are spoken by the majority of
the population and are central to ethnic identity and daily communication.

Somali Language

Somali is spoken predominantly by the Somali ethnic group, which makes up
approximately 60% of Djibouti’s population. It belongs to the Cushitic branch
of the Afroasiatic language family and has its own unique script based on
Latin letters introduced in the 20th century. Somali is rich in oral
literature, poetry, and folklore, serving as a vital vehicle for cultural
expression.

In Djibouti, Somali is the lingua franca in many regions, especially in rural
areas and among the Issa clan, a prominent Somali subgroup. Its widespread
use underscores its importance in social interaction, commerce, and local
governance.

Afar Language



Afar is spoken by around 35% of the population, primarily by the Afar ethnic
group inhabiting the northern and western parts of the country. Like Somali,
Afar is a Cushitic language, but it has distinct phonological and grammatical
features that set it apart. Afar speakers maintain strong cultural traditions
and use their language in daily life, community events, and traditional
leadership structures.

While Afar does not have the same level of official recognition as French or
Arabic, it enjoys significant status within its community and is increasingly
promoted through local media and educational initiatives.

Linguistic Dynamics and Multilingualism

The question of what language do Djiboutians speak cannot be answered by
identifying a single dominant language. Instead, multilingualism is the norm.
Most Djiboutians are at least bilingual, often fluent in their native tongue
(Somali or Afar) as well as French or Arabic.

Language Use in Education and Media

Djibouti’s education system primarily uses French as the language of
instruction, reflecting its colonial heritage and international diplomatic
ties. However, Arabic is also taught, particularly in religious schools and
institutions focusing on Islamic studies. Efforts to incorporate Somali and
Afar into primary education have been sporadic but are gaining traction as
part of cultural preservation efforts.

Media outlets in Djibouti broadcast in multiple languages, including French,
Arabic, Somali, and Afar, catering to the diverse audience. This multilingual
media landscape helps sustain linguistic diversity while promoting national
cohesion.

Language and Identity

Language in Djibouti is deeply intertwined with ethnic and religious
identity. Somali and Afar languages affirm ethnic heritage and community
bonds, while Arabic connects to Islamic faith and broader Arab culture.
French, meanwhile, symbolizes modern statehood and international engagement.

This multilingual identity can foster unity, but it also presents challenges
in balancing the promotion of indigenous languages with the practical demands
of governance and education.



Comparative Linguistic Insights: Djibouti in
the Horn of Africa

Comparing Djibouti’s linguistic profile with neighboring countries reveals
similarities and distinctions. Like Djibouti, Somalia and Ethiopia host
Cushitic languages (Somali and Oromo, respectively) alongside other tongues.
However, Djibouti’s dual official language policy of French and Arabic is
relatively unique in the region.

While Somalia uses Somali and Arabic officially, and Ethiopia officially
recognizes multiple languages including Amharic and Oromo, Djibouti’s
emphasis on French reflects its colonial past, setting it apart from
predominantly Anglophone or Arabic-speaking neighbors.

Pros and Cons of Djibouti’s Linguistic Landscape

Pros: Multilingualism promotes cultural richness and international
connectivity. French and Arabic provide access to global diplomatic and
economic networks. Indigenous languages preserve ethnic identity and
social cohesion.

Cons: Linguistic diversity complicates education policy and national
communication. Limited institutional support for Somali and Afar can
marginalize these languages. Balancing multiple languages requires
continuous policy adjustments.

Understanding what language do Djiboutians speak thus involves appreciating
the country’s layered linguistic ecosystem, where languages serve different
social, cultural, and political functions.

Emerging Trends and the Future of Language in
Djibouti

As Djibouti advances economically and politically, language policies continue
to evolve. There is growing advocacy for greater inclusion of Somali and Afar
in formal education and media, recognizing that linguistic empowerment can
enhance social equity.

Technological advancements and globalization also influence language use.
Younger Djiboutians increasingly engage with French and Arabic through
digital platforms, while local languages adapt to new media formats.



The interplay between tradition and modernity ensures that the question of
what language do Djiboutians speak will remain a dynamic conversation,
reflecting broader trends in identity, governance, and cultural preservation.

What Language Do Djiboutians Speak

  what language do djiboutians speak: Introduction to Djibouti Gilad James, PhD, Located in
the Horn of Africa, Djibouti is a small country that is often overlooked on the continent. It is one of
the smallest countries in Africa, with a population of just over one million people. Despite its size,
Djibouti is strategically located at the mouth of the Red Sea and is a hub for international trade and
military operations. This has led to the construction of several major ports, including the Port of
Djibouti, which is one of the busiest in Africa. The country is also home to several foreign military
bases, including those of France, the United States, and China. As a result, Djibouti has become an
important player in regional politics and is often referred to as the gateway to Africa. However,
despite its geopolitical significance, Djibouti faces several challenges such as poverty,
unemployment, and political instability. The country's economy is largely dependent on foreign aid
and military spending, which has resulted in an unequal distribution of wealth and limited economic
opportunities for the majority of its citizens.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula
Reutner, 2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory,
multilingualism is a common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries
are Indo-European, in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era
of colonization, the areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them.
Twenty-six states are presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to
Spanish. They are considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation,
linguistic history, external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy.
The result is a comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a
coherent structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Djibouti , 1996
  what language do djiboutians speak: Historical Dictionary of Djibouti Daoud Aboubaker
Alwan, Yohanis Mibrathu, 2000 Established as a country a little more than a century ago, born as an
independent republic in June 1977, Djibouti is among the youngest as well as the smallest states in
Africa. Yet its strategic location at the crossroads of the maritime trade routes between Africa, Asia
and Europe turned this tiny spot on the world map into a vital player in twentieth century
geopolitics. This historical dictionary has been conceived not as a history book but as a reading grid
for the major historical items that are still molding the country's social, political and economic life.
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Lion Of Djibouti Lindsey D. Linden, 2015-02-14 A
war torn Ethiopia and an America in the throes of social unrest provide the background for a
poignant story of loss, famine, war, faith and love. Guided by spirit elephants, haunted by
hyena-men, The Lion Of Djibouti is the quest of two brothers to reunite across two continents after a
brutal lion attack.
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Djibouti Gateway Paul Williams, 2014-10-03 The
sequel to the thrilling Bam Memorandum follows the notorious terrorist, Ibrahim, a top level planner
for al Qaeda, as he resurrects his plan for a global attack on the Western world. He is aided in his
campaign by an unwitting group of wealthy Americans, planning to overthrow the Administration of

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/what-language-do-djiboutians-speak.pdf


the United States, but unaware that their leader is a Russian agent, determined to aid Moscow to
return to the glory days of the Soviet Union. Pitted against these zealots are the embattled and
overstretched security forces of the United States and Great Britain who, however, have one ace up
their sleeve, a special agent who has been infiltrated into the very heart of the al Qaeda
organization. Together, they find themselves in a race against time to discover the extent and nature
of the attack they face, and to kill Ibrahim before he can bring his apocalyptic plan to fruition.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Djibouti Business Law Handbook Volume 1
Strategic Information and Basic Laws IBP USA, 2013-08 Djibouti Business Law Handbook -
Strategic Information and Basic Laws
  what language do djiboutians speak: Djibouti A "Spy" Guide Volume 1 Strategic
Information and Developments IBP USA, 2001-05 Strategic and practical info on government,
national security, army, foreign and domestic policy and more.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Djibouti Country Study Guide Volume 1 Strategic
Information and Developments IBP USA, 2013-08 Djibouti Country Study Guide - Strategic
Information and Developments
  what language do djiboutians speak: Djibouti Business Law Handbook Volume 1 Strategic
Information and Important Regulations IBP USA,
  what language do djiboutians speak: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich
Ammon, Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description
available for SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.
  what language do djiboutians speak: The SAGE International Encyclopedia of Music and
Culture Janet Sturman, 2019-02-26 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Music and Culture presents key
concepts in the study of music in its cultural context and provides an introduction to the discipline of
ethnomusicology, its methods, concerns, and its contributions to knowledge and understanding of
the world's musical cultures, styles, and practices. The diverse voices of contributors to this
encyclopedia confirm ethnomusicology's fundamental ethos of inclusion and respect for diversity.
Combined, the multiplicity of topics and approaches are presented in an easy-to-search A-Z format
and offer a fresh perspective on the field and the subject of music in culture. Key features include:
Approximately 730 signed articles, authored by prominent scholars, are arranged A-to-Z and
published in a choice of print or electronic editions Pedagogical elements include Further Readings
and Cross References to conclude each article and a Reader’s Guide in the front matter organizing
entries by broad topical or thematic areas Back matter includes an annotated Resource Guide to
further research (journals, books, and associations), an appendix listing notable archives, libraries,
and museums, and a detailed Index The Index, Reader’s Guide themes, and Cross References
combine for thorough search-and-browse capabilities in the electronic edition
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Incense Coast Brooks Tenney, 2010-08-24 In the
failed East African state of Somalia, piracy has become a dominant factor in the economy. Bordering
one of the world's busiest waterwayswith steady traffic coming and going through the Suez
CanalSomalia's north shore, once famed as the Incense Coast, provides a dependable parade of
suitable victims. Maritime nations have powerful naval contingents in the region; but, lacking legal
justification for preemptive action, they are paralyzed and ineffective. News media are hungry for
stories and photographs of pirates, and Jitka Malecek, a freelance photographer with prior
experience in East Africa, has a plan for obtaining them. Somalia acts as a magnet for her, drawing
the aggressive young photographer inexorably into the action. Commander Vance Morrisette of the
U.S. Navy, a former SEAL, has worked in the region before. Morrisette is given a covert assignment
to join a civilian security firm, providing protection against piracy. These contractors are constrained
to employ nonlethal techniques against heavily armed pirates who have no such restrictions. Chafing
under rules of engagement that handcuff law-abiding nations, Morrisette contemplates more violent
alternatives. When Jitka Malecek disappears into lawless Somalia, he must take matters into his own
hands and track her down before her time and luck run out.
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Palgrave Handbook of Language Policies in Africa



Esther Mukewa Lisanza, Leonard Muaka, 2024-07-08 This handbook explores language policies and
their impacts in Africa, examining the different language policies in each country from pre-colonial
to post-colonial times. Most African countries are multilingual, apart from a handful which are said
to be quasi-monolingual. The authors in this handbook investigate language policy in education,
media, legal courts, government documents and other public domains, and show how these policies
shape learning and delivery of services to the citizens. The volume also pays special attention to the
roles assigned to minority languages in Africa, most of which are endangered. The contributions also
investigate how these language policies are influenced by the history of colonialism and language
attitudes emanating from colonial rule. This handbook will be of interest to a diverse audience of
readers, including those interested in African languages, language planning and policy, and African
history and education.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Religion and Contemporary Politics Timothy J.
Demy, Jeffrey M. Shaw Ph.D., 2019-09-19 With respect to the countries of the world, this work
addresses two basic questions: How does religion affect politics in this country? and How does
politics affect religion in this country? Although there are many books on the topics of religion and
politics, reference works that consider the two together are few, with those that do exist primarily
addressing theory rather than trends. The present work does the latter, contextualizing them within
regional and national boundaries. In so doing, it recognizes the power of political and religious ideas
and movements on individuals, communities, and nations, making the work a valuable resource for
several disciplines, among them political science, international relations, religion, and sociology. The
work focuses on the interplay of religion and politics in countries around the world with an emphasis
on the post-2000s. It is organized by global geographic regions including Africa, Central and South
America, and the Middle East and presents countries alphabetically within those sections. Each
region has a brief overview of the political-religious dynamics of the area so readers can compare
and contrast the dynamics between and among countries in a region. The work also includes an
introduction, sidebars, and a bibliography.
  what language do djiboutians speak: Lonely Planet Ethiopia & Djibouti Lonely Planet,
Jean-Bernard Carillet, Anthony Ham, 2017-09-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide
publisher Lonely Planet Ethiopia & Djibouti is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice
on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Explore underground churches in
Lalibela, spot rare and beautiful animals in the Bale Mountains, or get to know Ethiopian cuisine in
Addis Ababa; all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Ethiopia and Djibouti and
begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet Ethiopia & Djibouti Travel Guide: Colour maps and
images throughout Highlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and
interests Insider tips to save time and money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and
trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit
tips, prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sight-seeing, going out, shopping,
hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel
experience - history, festivals, environment, wildlife, cuisine, religion, music, dance, literature,
painting, architecture Over 60 maps Covers Addis Ababa, Northern Ethiopia, Western Ethiopia,
Southern Ethiopia, Eastern Ethiopia, Djibouti Southern Ethiopia and more eBook Features: (Best
viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and offline maps prevent roaming
and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and reviews Add notes to personalise
your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities
get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and
images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet Ethiopia &
Djibouti, our most comprehensive guide to Ethiopia and Djibouti, is perfect for both exploring top
sights and taking roads less travelled. Looking for more extensive coverage? Check out Lonely
Planet Africa guide for a comprehensive look at all the region has to offer. About Lonely Planet:
Since 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's leading travel media company with guidebooks to
every destination, an award-winning website, mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated



traveller community. Lonely Planet covers must-see spots but also enables curious travellers to get
off beaten paths to understand more of the culture of the places in which they find themselves. The
world awaits! Lonely Planet guides have won the TripAdvisor Traveler's Choice Award in 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveller's
hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations
of people how to travel the world.' -- Fairfax Media 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no
other.' - New York Times Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the
images found in the physical edition.
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Report: Djibouti 2023 Oliver Cornock, With its
strategic location at the crossroads of Africa, Asia and the Middle East, Djibouti’s stability and solid
macroeconomic fundamentals make it an emerging market stand-out in 2023. Although the transport
and logistics sector forms the backbone of the country’s economy, Djibouti is diversifying
significantly to transform itself into a regional centre of trade and investment.
  what language do djiboutians speak: AF Press Clips , 1977
  what language do djiboutians speak: The Hiker travel guide for Djibouti YouGuide Ltd,
2025-09-24
  what language do djiboutians speak: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William J.
Frawley, 2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full
range of the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal,
mathematical, functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations
within branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of
intersection with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, and behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary
work in language and literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied
linguistics. Longer entries in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four
thousand words, survey the major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of
linguistics, semantics, and phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as
code switching, sound symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss
technical terms used within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important
scholars in the history of linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward
Sapir. A major portion of the work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families.
From those as familiar as English, Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and
Nahuatl, all corners of the world receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent
entries are analyzed in terms of their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems.
Lists attached to each article on a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still
spoken, within that group and provide detailed information on the number of known speakers,
geographical range, and degree of intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way,
virtually every known language receives coverage. For ease of reference and to aid research, the
articles are alphabetically arranged, each signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date
bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of
cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and
innovative, the 2nd edition of the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable
addition to personal, public, academic, and research libraries and will introduce a new generation of
readers to the complexities and concerns of this field of study.
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