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What Is Required in a Society for Democracy to Work

What is required in a society for democracy to work is a question that has intrigued scholars,
politicians, and citizens alike for centuries. Democracy, often celebrated as the government "of the
people, by the people, for the people," relies on more than just elections and voting booths. It
demands a complex interplay of social, political, and cultural factors that create an environment
where democratic principles can thrive. Understanding these requirements helps us appreciate why
democracy flourishes in some places and struggles in others.

The Foundations of Democracy: Beyond the Ballot Box

Democracy is not merely the act of casting votes every few years; it is a living system that requires
certain foundational elements within a society to function effectively. Without these, democracy risks
becoming superficial or even dysfunctional.

Political Culture and Civic Engagement

One of the most critical ingredients in a successful democracy is a political culture that values
participation, tolerance, and respect for differing opinions. Citizens must be willing to engage in public
discourse, attend civic meetings, and hold their leaders accountable. A society where people are
apathetic or distrustful of political processes undermines democratic governance.

Civic engagement goes beyond voting—it includes community involvement, activism, and informed
debate. When people feel their voices matter and that they can influence policy, democracy is more
vibrant and responsive.

Rule of Law and Independent Judiciary

For democracy to work, the rule of law must be firmly established. This means that laws apply equally
to all citizens, including leaders, and that there is a clear, transparent legal framework that protects
rights and resolves disputes fairly.

An independent judiciary is essential to uphold the constitution and prevent abuses of power. Courts
must be free from political interference to ensure justice is served impartially. Without these
safeguards, democracy can easily be eroded by corruption, authoritarianism, or the tyranny of the
majority.



Freedom of Expression and Access to Information

No democracy can function properly without freedom of speech and access to accurate information.
These elements empower citizens to make informed choices and hold their governments accountable.

Free Press and Media Diversity

A free and diverse media landscape is one of the pillars supporting democratic societies. When
journalists can investigate and report without fear of censorship or reprisal, they provide essential
checks on government power and inform the public about key issues.

Media diversity ensures that multiple perspectives are represented, preventing monopolies of
information that could skew public opinion or suppress minority voices. Societies with vibrant
independent media tend to have healthier democracies.

Education and Political Literacy

Education plays a crucial role in preparing citizens to participate meaningfully in democracy. Political
literacy—understanding how government works, the importance of rights and responsibilities, and
how to critically evaluate information—is vital.

Governments and civil society must prioritize education systems that promote critical thinking, civic
values, and awareness of democratic processes. An informed electorate is better equipped to engage
in discussions, resist misinformation, and choose leaders wisely.

Social Equality and Inclusion

Democracy demands that all members of society have equal opportunities to participate and
influence decisions. Social inequalities—whether based on race, gender, class, or other factors—can
undermine democratic ideals if large groups are marginalized or excluded.

Protecting Minority Rights

A functioning democracy protects the rights of minorities against the "tyranny of the majority." Legal
safeguards, anti-discrimination laws, and inclusive policymaking help ensure that diverse voices are
heard and respected.

When minorities feel excluded or oppressed, social tensions rise, and democratic institutions can be
destabilized. Inclusion fosters social cohesion and trust in democratic processes.



Economic Equity and Access

While democracy is fundamentally political, economic inequality can have profound effects on its
quality. Extreme disparities in wealth can translate into disproportionate political influence for the
wealthy, distorting representation.

Policies that promote economic inclusion, reduce poverty, and provide access to basic services help
level the playing field. When citizens have security and opportunity, they are more likely to
participate actively in democracy.

Strong Institutions and Transparent Governance

Democracy thrives on institutions that are robust, accountable, and transparent. These
institutions—legislatures, electoral commissions, law enforcement agencies—must operate fairly and
efficiently.

Fair and Free Elections

Elections are the cornerstone of democratic legitimacy. For democracy to work, elections must be free
from fraud, intimidation, and manipulation. Independent electoral bodies, clear rules, and transparent
processes build trust in the system.

Regular elections with genuine competition allow citizens to choose their representatives and remove
those who fail to serve public interests.

Checks and Balances

Effective democracy requires a system of checks and balances among the branches of government.
Separation of powers prevents any single group from accumulating excessive control.

Accountability mechanisms—such as legislative oversight, anti-corruption agencies, and public
audits—help maintain integrity in governance. When leaders know they are monitored, they are less
likely to abuse power.

Social Trust and Shared Values

Beyond institutions and laws, democracy depends on social trust—the belief that fellow citizens and
institutions will act in good faith. Shared values like respect for human rights, fairness, and the
common good bind society together.



Building Trust Among Citizens

Trust fosters cooperation and reduces polarization, which is essential in diverse societies. When
people trust each other, they are more open to compromise and collective problem-solving.

Efforts to bridge social divides, promote dialogue, and encourage empathy contribute to a stable
democratic culture.

Respect for Democratic Norms

Democracy flourishes when citizens and leaders alike respect unwritten norms such as peaceful
transfer of power, acceptance of electoral outcomes, and minority participation. Violations of these
norms can threaten democratic stability, even if formal rules remain intact.

The Role of Civil Society and Active Citizenship

A vibrant civil society—comprising non-governmental organizations, community groups, and advocacy
networks—plays a vital role in sustaining democracy. These groups mobilize citizens, monitor
government actions, and promote transparency.

Active citizenship means not only voting but also holding leaders accountable, volunteering, and
participating in public life. When people take ownership of their democracy, it becomes more resilient
and responsive.

Understanding what is required in a society for democracy to work illuminates how complex and
fragile democratic systems can be. It’s not enough to simply hold elections; a healthy democracy
demands engaged citizens, strong institutions, social inclusion, and a culture of respect and trust. By
nurturing these conditions, societies can build democratic systems that truly reflect the will and
welfare of their people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the fundamental requirements for democracy to
function effectively in a society?

For democracy to function effectively, a society needs free and fair elections, rule of law, protection of
human rights, political pluralism, an informed citizenry, and accountability of government institutions.

Why is an informed and educated citizenry important for



democracy?

An informed and educated citizenry is crucial because it enables individuals to make knowledgeable
decisions during elections, engage in meaningful political debates, and hold their leaders
accountable.

How does the rule of law support democracy in a society?

The rule of law ensures that laws are applied equally to all individuals, including government officials,
preventing abuses of power and protecting citizens’ rights, which is essential for a functioning
democracy.

What role does freedom of speech and press play in a
democratic society?

Freedom of speech and press allows for open discussion, criticism of the government, and
dissemination of diverse viewpoints, which are vital for transparency, accountability, and informed
decision-making in democracy.

Why is political pluralism necessary for democracy to thrive?

Political pluralism ensures the existence of multiple political parties and viewpoints, giving citizens
real choices and preventing the concentration of power, which maintains a healthy democratic
environment.

How important is an independent judiciary for democracy?

An independent judiciary upholds the constitution and protects citizens' rights by ensuring laws are
applied fairly and checks and balances are maintained, which safeguards democracy from
authoritarian tendencies.

What is the significance of civic participation in a democratic
society?

Civic participation, such as voting, activism, and community involvement, empowers citizens to
influence government decisions, promotes accountability, and strengthens democratic governance.

How does social trust affect the functioning of democracy?

Social trust fosters cooperation among citizens and between the public and institutions, reducing
polarization and enabling collective decision-making, which is essential for democratic stability.

What role does transparency in government play in
supporting democracy?

Transparency allows citizens to access information about government actions and spending, which
helps prevent corruption and builds trust in democratic institutions.



Why is protection of minority rights essential in a democracy?

Protecting minority rights ensures that all groups have a voice and are safeguarded from majority
tyranny, promoting fairness, social cohesion, and respect for diversity within a democracy.

Additional Resources

**What Is Required in a Society for Democracy to Work**

What is required in a society for democracy to work is a question that has intrigued political
scientists, sociologists, and policymakers for decades. Democracy, often hailed as the most inclusive
and participatory form of governance, does not function in a vacuum. It demands a specific set of
social, political, economic, and cultural conditions to thrive effectively. Without these foundational
elements, democratic systems risk becoming hollow shells, vulnerable to corruption, authoritarian
backsliding, or public disillusionment. This article explores the critical prerequisites for democracy to
function properly within a society, drawing on comparative data, historical insights, and contemporary
examples.

Foundations of a Functional Democracy

Democracy is more than just regular elections and majority rule—it is a complex system of
governance that depends on institutional integrity, citizen participation, and respect for individual
rights. When investigating what is required in a society for democracy to work, several foundational
elements emerge as indispensable.

Rule of Law and Independent Judiciary

A central pillar for democracy is a robust rule of law framework. This means that laws must be clear,
publicized, stable, and fairly enforced. More importantly, the judiciary must operate independently
from political influence. Without an impartial legal system, democratic principles such as equality
before the law and protection of minority rights become meaningless. Countries with weak judiciaries
often experience political manipulation and erosion of civil liberties, ultimately undermining
democratic governance.

Free and Fair Elections

Elections are the lifeblood of democracy, providing citizens with the means to choose their
representatives. For democracy to work, elections must be free from coercion, transparent, and
competitive. This requires independent electoral commissions, unbiased media coverage, and
mechanisms to prevent fraud. Electoral fairness ensures that political power transitions peacefully, a
hallmark of stable democracies. For example, Scandinavian countries consistently rank high in
electoral integrity, correlating with their strong democratic records.



Political Pluralism and Multiparty Systems

Democracy thrives on political diversity. A vibrant multiparty system enables various viewpoints to
compete for power, reflecting the society’s diversity. Societies with limited political pluralism often
witness dominant-party rule or one-party states, which stifle opposition and curtail democratic
discourse. Encouraging political competition fosters accountability and responsiveness among elected
officials.

Informed and Engaged Citizenry

Democracy is participatory by nature, requiring citizens who are informed and actively engaged in
political processes. Education plays a pivotal role in cultivating political awareness and critical
thinking. Civic education empowers individuals to understand their rights, recognize misinformation,
and hold leaders accountable. Societies with higher literacy rates and widespread access to unbiased
information tend to have stronger democratic participation.

Social and Economic Preconditions for Democracy

Beyond political institutions, social and economic conditions heavily influence the viability of
democracy. What is required in a society for democracy to work encompasses not only governance
structures but also the broader societal context.

Social Cohesion and Trust

A functioning democracy depends on a certain level of social cohesion and trust among its citizens.
Societies deeply divided along ethnic, religious, or ideological lines often struggle to maintain
democratic stability. Social fragmentation can lead to polarization, conflict, and challenges in reaching
consensus on policy matters. Democratic societies often invest in mechanisms that promote dialogue,
inclusion, and conflict resolution to mitigate these risks.

Economic Stability and Equality

Economic conditions significantly impact democratic resilience. While democracy does not necessitate
wealth, extreme poverty or inequality can undermine democratic participation and foster
disenchantment with political institutions. Economic stability provides citizens with security and the
capacity to engage meaningfully in civic life. Moreover, reducing inequality helps prevent the
concentration of political power among elites, supporting more equitable representation.

Freedom of Expression and Press



A free press and freedom of expression are essential for democracy to work. Independent media
serve as watchdogs, exposing corruption and informing the public debate. When these freedoms are
restricted, misinformation flourishes, and citizens’ ability to make informed decisions diminishes.
Countries where press freedom is limited often exhibit weakened democratic practices and increased
authoritarian tendencies.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing
Democratic Requirements

While the requirements for democracy to work are well-documented, implementing these conditions
is often fraught with challenges. The path to democracy is neither linear nor uniform across different
societies.

Balancing Majority Rule and Minority Rights

One of the enduring tensions in democracy is balancing the will of the majority with the rights of
minorities. Societies must implement legal protections and institutions that prevent the "tyranny of
the majority." This balance is crucial to maintaining social harmony and ensuring that democracy is
inclusive rather than oppressive.

Addressing Corruption and Ensuring Accountability

Corruption undermines democratic institutions by eroding public trust and skewing political outcomes.
Societies require transparent governance, anti-corruption bodies, and citizen oversight to curb such
practices. Accountability mechanisms, including free media and active civil society organizations, play
a vital role in sustaining democratic health.

Adapting to Technological and Social Changes

The digital age has introduced new complexities to democratic governance. While technology can
enhance citizen engagement, it also poses risks such as misinformation campaigns and cyber
interference in elections. Societies need adaptive strategies and regulations to protect democratic
processes without stifling innovation and free expression.

Comparative Insights: Democracy in Practice

Examining varied democratic experiences worldwide offers valuable insights into what is required in a
society for democracy to work effectively.



e Nordic Countries: Characterized by high social trust, strong welfare states, and transparent
institutions, these societies exemplify how social equality and institutional integrity reinforce
democratic stability.

* Emerging Democracies: Nations transitioning from authoritarianism often struggle with weak
institutions and political polarization but demonstrate that democracy can evolve through
sustained reforms and international support.

* Fragile Democracies: Some countries exhibit formal democratic structures but lack true
political pluralism or independent judiciary systems, highlighting the risks of superficial
democratic practices.

These examples underscore that democracy is not a one-size-fits-all model but rather a system
deeply embedded in the social fabric and institutional arrangements of each society.

What is required in a society for democracy to work ultimately reflects a blend of political will,
societal values, and institutional robustness. While no democracy is perfect, understanding these
essential elements helps navigate the complexities of democratic governance and fosters
environments where democratic principles can flourish sustainably.

What Is Required In A Society For Democracy To Work

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Development Anthropology Mr.
Rohit Manglik, 2024-03-09 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector,
committed to empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in
competitive exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured
content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Computers and the Cybernetic
Society Michael A. Arbib, 2014-05-10 Computers and the Cybernetic Society, Second Edition
examines the impact of computers on the cybernetic society and covers topics such as expert
systems, management applications, and office automation. The idea of a computer program is
considered, along with data banks and the movement and storage of information. Advances in
computer technology are also discussed. Comprised of nine chapters, this book begins with an
assessment of the interaction between computer developments and social pressures. The interplay
between the exciting possibilities of computer networking and the social implications of computer
technology is highlighted by focusing on planning networks and public information networks. The
next two chapters provide a basic understanding of computers and programming by describing key
concepts such as computer graphics, networks, microcomputers, and program design. The next five
chapters give a comprehensive overview of the impact of computers on the cybernetic society. The
final chapter explains how hardware works and describes the circuitry that computers use to
execute a program at the level of machine-language instructions. This monograph is intended for
both students and instructors in the fields of computer science and cybernetics.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society and the Aid Industry
Alison Van Rooy, 2020-04-14 'This book is valuable for and beyond the international development
industry. It deftly leads a non-specialist through the maze of ideas and arguments plaguing the
concept of civil society, and critically examines how and what happens, when the international aid
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system tries to turn confusing and complex political theory into effective development policy and
practice fitting the individual preconditions and historical trajectories of the worlds varied nations.
The comparative evidence, analysis and recommendations on offer are essential reading for anyone
attempting to understand or "build" someone else's - as well as their own - civil society, especially
when justifying the use of tax payers' money to do so.' ALAN FOWLER, CO-FOUNDER, INTRAC 'This
book will be really useful to numerous readers, 011 a subject becoming ever more topical in the
world of development and beyond. It puts order into the deeply confused debate about civil society,
describes what the aid donors are doing to pursue their new goals, offers four penetrating case
studies, and concludes with sensible suggestions for future policy. The authors have made a
practical and lucid assessment of the huge civil society literature; they have also contributed
valuably to it, and deserve to he listened to.' PROFESSOR ROBERT CASSEN, LONDON SCHOOL OF
ECONOMICS Northern governments and NGOs are increasingly convinced that civil society will
enable people in developing countries to escape the poverty trap. Civil Society and the Aid Industry,
the product of extensive research by the prestigious North-South Institute in Canada, makes a
critical appraisal of this new emphasis in the aid industry. It explores the roles of Northern
governmental, multilateral and non-governmental agencies in supporting civil society, presenting
in-depth case studies of projects in Peru, Kenya, Sri Lanka and Hungary, and gives detailed policy
recommendations intended to improve the effectiveness and appropriateness of future projects.
Originally published in 1998

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Scientist Speaks Out, A: A Personal
Perspective On Science, Society And Change Glenn T Seaborg, 1996-07-29 In A Scientist Speaks
Out — A Personal Perspective on Science, Society, and Change, Nobel Laureate (Chemistry, 1951)
Glenn T Seaborg shares some of his thoughts and reflections on his broad interests, from the
formulation of national science policy to the promise of youth. During a distinguished career in
science and public service that spanned more than 50 years, he published over 500 works and
maintained a public speaking schedule that included about 700 speeches on a wide variety of topics.
This volume is a collection of nearly forty of his more popular speeches and articles, directed at a
mostly non-scientific and non-technical audience. Since this volume is a compendium of reprints,
readers will be able to share some of Seaborg's thoughts, as he originally penned them.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society, Associations and Urban
Places Boudien de Vries, 2016-12-05 In recent years the concept of 'civil society' has become central
to the historian's understanding of class, cultural and political power in the nineteenth-century town
and city. Increasingly clubs and voluntary societies have been regarded as an important step in the
formation of formal political parties, particularly for the working and middle classes. The result of
this is the assertion that the more associations existing in a particular society, the deeper democracy
becomes entrenched. In order to test this hypothesis, this volume brings together essays by an
international group of urban historians who examine the construction of civil society from
associational activity in the urban place. From their studies, it soon becomes clear that such simple
propositions do not adequately reflect the dynamics of nineteenth-century urban society and politics.
Urban associations were ideological in purpose and deliberately discriminatory and as such set the
boundaries of civil society. Thus competing and segmented associations were not only an indication
of pluralism and strength, but also highlighted a fundamental weakness when faced down by the
interests of the state. Through a wide array of urban associations in a broad range of settings,
comprising Austria and Bratislava, France and Italy, the Netherlands, Austro-Hungary, England,
Scotland and the US, this volume reflects on the construction of class, nation and culture in the
associations of the nineteenth-century urban place. In so doing it shows that a deep and interlocking
civil society does not automatically lead to a rise in democratic activity. Expansion of the networks of
urban association could equally result in greater subdivision and to the fragmentation and isolation
of certain groups. Partition as much as coherence is our understanding of civil society and
associations in the nineteenth-century urban place.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: School & Society James McKeen



Cattell, Will Carson Ryan, Raymond Walters, 1922

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Nonprofit Organizations and Civil
Society in the United States Kelly LeRoux, Mary K. Feeney, 2014-11-13 LeRoux and Feeney’s
Nonprofit Organizations and Civil Society in the United States makes a departure from existing
nonprofit texts on the market: rather than focus on management, it focuses on nonprofit
organizations and their contributions to the social, political, and economic dimensions of society.
The book also covers the nexus between nonprofits and civil society. This text offers a
theory-oriented undergraduate introduction to the nonprofit field and an examination of the
multifaceted roles these organizations play in American society.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Student engagement in Europe:
society, higher education and student governance Manja Klemencic¢, Sjur Bergan, Rok Primozic,
2015-05-27 Democratic institutions and laws are essential, but they cannot bring about democracy
on their own. They will only function if they build on a culture of democracy, and our societies will
not be able to develop and sustain such a culture unless education plays an essential role. Student
engagement is crucial: democracy cannot be taught unless it is practised within institutions, among
students and in relations between higher education and society in general. This 20th volume of the
Council of Europe Higher Education Series demonstrates the importance of student engagement for
the development and maintenance of the democratic culture that enables democratic institutions
and laws to function in practice. This volume covers three aspects of student engagement that are
seldom explored: its role in society through political participation and civic involvement; its place in
higher education policy processes and policy-making structures; and how student unions represent
the most institutionalised form of student engagement. The authors are accomplished scholars,
policy makers, students and student leaders.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: International Encyclopedia of Civil
Society Helmut K. Anheier, Stefan Toepler, 2009-11-24 Recently the topic of civil society has
generated a wave of interest, and a wealth of new information. Until now no publication has
attempted to organize and consolidate this knowledge. The International Encyclopedia of Civil
Society fills this gap, establishing a common set of understandings and terminology, and an
analytical starting point for future research. Global in scope and authoritative in content, the
Encyclopedia offers succinct summaries of core concepts and theories; definitions of terms;
biographical entries on important figures and organizational profiles. In addition, it serves as a
reliable and up-to-date guide to additional sources of information. In sum, the Encyclopedia provides
an overview of the contours of civil society, social capital, philanthropy and nonprofits across
cultures and historical periods. For researchers in nonprofit and civil society studies, political
science, economics, management and social enterprise, this is the most systematic appraisal of a
rapidly growing field.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: NGOs, Political Protest, and Civil
Society Carew Boulding, 2014-06-23 This book shows how non-governmental organizations in the
developing world change how people participate in politics. The book uses a variety of quantitative
and qualitative evidence to demonstrate that NGOs boost political participation, including voting and
political protest.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Student engagement in Europe:
society, higher education and student governance (Council of Europe Higher Education Series No.
20) Manja Klemencic, Sjur Bergan, Rok Primozi¢, Council of Europe, 2015-06-01 Democratic
institutions and laws are essential, but they cannot bring about democracy on their own. They will
only function if they build on a culture of democracy, and our societies will not be able to develop
and sustain such a culture unless education plays an essential role. Student engagement is crucial:
democracy cannot be taught unless it is practised within institutions, among students and in
relations between higher education and society in general. This 20th volume of the Council of
Europe Higher Education Series demonstrates the importance of student engagement for the
development and maintenance of the democratic culture that enables democratic institutions and




laws to function in practice. This volume covers three aspects of student engagement that are
seldom explored: its role in society through political participation and civic involvement; its place in
higher education policy processes and policy-making structures; and how student unions represent
the most institutionalised form of student engagement. The authors are accomplished scholars,
policy makers, students and student leaders.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Global Civil Society 2004/5 Helmut K
Anheier, 2005 Contains a wealth of detail on globalization, people's values and attitudes, governance
and civil liberties, plus a chronology of the conferences, campaigns and protests that are the sinews
of global civil society.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society and Health Scott L.
Greer, Matthias Wismar, Gabriele Pastorino, Monika Kosinska, 2017-11-20 Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) can make a vital contribution to public health and health systems but
harnessing their potential is complex in a Europe where government-CSO relations vary so
profoundly. This study is intended to outline some of the challenges and assist policy-makers in
furthering their understanding of the part CSOs can play in tandem and alongside government. To
this end it analyses existing evidence and draws on a set of seven thematic chapters and six mini
case studies. They examine experiences from Austria Bosnia-Herzegovina Belgium Cyprus Finland
Germany Malta the Netherlands Poland the Russian Federation Slovenia Turkey and the European
Union and make use of a single assessment framework to understand the diverse contexts in which
CSOs operate. The evidence shows that CSOs are ubiquitous varied and beneficial and the topics
covered in this study reflect such diversity of aims and means: anti-tobacco advocacy food banks
refugee health HIV/AIDS prevention and cure and social partnership. CSOs make a substantial
contribution to public health and health systems with regards to policy development service delivery
and governance. This includes evidence provision advocacy mobilization consensus building
provision of medical services and of services related to the social determinants of health standard
setting self-regulation and fostering social partnership. However in order to engage successfully
with CSOs governments do need to make use of adequate tools and create contexts conducive to
collaboration. To guide policy-makers working with CSOs through such complications and help avoid
some potential pitfalls the book outlines a practical framework for such collaboration. This suggests
identifying key CSOs in a given area; clarifying why there should be engagement with civil society;
being realistic as to what CSOs can or will achieve; and an understanding of how CSOs can be
helped to deliver.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society
Michael Edwards, 2013-07-04 Broadly speaking, The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society views the
topic of civil society through three prisms: as a part of society (voluntary associations), as a kind of
society (marked out by certain social norms), and as a space for citizen action and engagement (the
public square or sphere).

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society and Memory in Postwar
Germany Jenny Wustenberg, 2017-09-07 Blending history and social science, this book tracks the
role of social movements in shaping German public memory and values since 1945. Drawn from
extensive original research, it offers a fresh perspective on the evolution of German democracy
through civic confrontation with the violence of its past. Told through the stories of memory
activists, the study upends some of the conventional wisdom about modern German political history.
An analysis of the decades-long struggle over memory and democracy shows how grassroots actors
challenged and then took over public institutions of memorialization. In the process, confrontation of
the Holocaust has been pushed to the centre of political culture. In unified Germany, memory
politics have shifted again, as activists from East Germany have brought attention to the crimes of
the East German state. This book delivers a novel and important contribution to scholarship about
postwar Germany and the wider study of memory politics.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Post-Soviet Civil Society Anders
Uhlin, 2006-03-20 The development of civil society has varied greatly across the former Soviet



Union. The Baltic states have achieved a high level of integration with the West and European Union
membership, while some regions in Russia lag far behind. Now for the first time there is a
comparative study of civil society and democratization across post-Soviet national borders.
Acknowledging the enormous variation throughout the region, the book offers unique data on
developments in Russia, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Applying an innovative analytical framework
derived from theories of democratization, civil society, social movements and transnational relations,
the researchers have formulated broader comparisons and generalisations without neglecting the
specific post-Soviet context. The book provides a systematic comparison across sectors as well as
nations, and includes chapters on NGOs, the state and conflict, and transnationalisation.
Quantitative survey data is combined with qualitative interviews and case study research to both
confirm previous findings about the weakness of post-communist civil society and to qualify previous
research.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Is There a Third Way? Glen Segell,
2000

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Man Education and Society [in] the
Year 2000 Grant Venn, 1974

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society and the Search for Justice
in Russia Christopher Marsh, Nikolas K. Gvosdev, 2002-01-01 More than a decade has passed since
path-breaking policies aimed at liberalizing post-Soviet society were first introduced in Russia.
Today, these promises of freedom, equality, and justice remain largely unfulfilled and Russia's
political system continues to exhibit signs of the deep-rooted problems that may well retard, if not
completely derail, any possibility of future reform. Against this stark background, Civil Society and
the Search for Justice in Russia explores the various dimensions of Russia's civil society: the
meaning of, and search for, justice; the role of the Orthodox church as a principal unifier in civil
society; the need for new freedoms for women and ethnic minorities; and the role of mass education
and the free press in inculcating and articulating new civic values. Expertly blending the historical
with the theoretical, the recent with the empirical this work offers new insight and analysis into the
ability of a nascent Russian civil society to engage effectively with the twenty-first century Russian
state to ensure social, religious, and political justice.

what is required in a society for democracy to work: Civil Society & Development Jude
Howell, Jenny Pearce, 2001 Setting out to explore critically the way civil society has entered
development thinking, policy and practice as a paradigmatic concept of the 21st century, Howell
(development studies, U. of Sussex) and Pearce (Latin American politics, U. of Bradford) trace the
historical path leading to the encounter between the ideas of development and civil society in the
late 1980s and how donors have translated these into development policy an programs. They find
that there are competing normative visions, which have deep roots in Western European political
thought, about the role of civil society in relation to the state and market both among donors and
within the societies where donors are operating. This leads to donors playing a major role in shaping
the character of service provision. They also argue that their study exposes the hitherto unexplored
power of the market, as opposed to solely the state, to distort donor programs. c. Book News Inc.
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