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think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students is designed to help young
learners develop essential social cognition skills that are critical for success both inside and outside
the classroom. Social thinking is more than just knowing the rules of etiquette—it’'s about
understanding how our thoughts, feelings, and behaviors affect others, and how to navigate complex
social interactions with confidence and empathy. This curriculum provides educators, therapists, and
parents with structured tools and strategies to teach these skills to school-aged children, especially
those who might struggle with social communication, such as children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), ADHD, or other social learning challenges.

What Is the Think Social Curriculum?

Think Social is a comprehensive program developed by Michelle Garcia Winner, a speech-language
pathologist and social cognition expert. The curriculum is rooted in the idea that social thinking is a
learned skill, much like reading or math, and can be explicitly taught through targeted lessons. Unlike
traditional social skills groups that focus on surface behaviors, Think Social emphasizes the underlying
thought processes that guide social behavior. This approach helps students not only understand what
to do but why certain social behaviors work better than others in different contexts.

Focus on Social Cognition and Perspective Taking

A core component of the Think Social curriculum is teaching perspective-taking—the ability to see a
situation from another person’s point of view. This is crucial for empathy, problem-solving, and
forming meaningful relationships. Through engaging activities and real-life examples, students learn
to recognize social cues, interpret others’ thoughts and feelings, and adjust their own behavior
accordingly. By fostering this deeper understanding, the curriculum aids children in becoming more
flexible and adaptive in social settings.

Who Can Benefit from Think Social?

While the curriculum is designed for school-age children broadly, it is particularly beneficial for those
with social communication difficulties. Children with ASD, social anxiety, ADHD, or nonverbal learning
disabilities often find social situations confusing or overwhelming. Think Social offers a structured,
predictable way to break down social challenges into manageable parts, helping these students build
confidence and social competence. However, many typically developing children also gain valuable
insights and improve their interpersonal skills through this curriculum.



Key Components of the Think Social Curriculum

The Think Social curriculum covers a broad range of social thinking concepts, organized into lessons
that build upon one another. Some of the most important elements include:

1. Understanding Social Situations

Students learn to identify the “expected” and “unexpected” behaviors in various social contexts. This
helps them grasp why certain actions are appropriate in some settings but not others, making social
rules less arbitrary and easier to follow.

2. Social Problem-Solving

The program encourages kids to think critically about social dilemmas by considering multiple
perspectives and possible outcomes. This skill supports better decision-making and reduces conflicts.

3. Self-Regulation and Emotional Awareness

Recognizing one’s own emotions and managing responses is central to social success. Think Social
teaches children to monitor their feelings and use strategies to stay calm and focused during
interactions.

4. Conversation Skills

The curriculum goes beyond basic greetings to address turn-taking, topic maintenance, and reading
nonverbal cues like body language and facial expressions. These skills help children engage in
meaningful conversations and build stronger friendships.

5. Flexible Thinking

Social situations are dynamic, and rigid thinking can lead to misunderstandings. Think Social
promotes cognitive flexibility, encouraging students to adjust their thoughts and actions when faced
with unexpected changes.

Implementing Think Social in Schools

Introducing the Think Social curriculum in a school setting can transform the way social skills are
taught. Here are some practical insights for educators:



Creating a Supportive Environment

Teachers can foster a classroom culture that values empathy and respect by incorporating Think
Social lessons into daily routines. This might include morning meetings focused on social thinking
topics or role-playing scenarios during group activities.

Collaboration with Speech-Language Pathologists and
Counselors

Since Think Social was developed by experts in communication disorders, collaborating with speech
therapists or school counselors can enhance the program’s effectiveness. These professionals can
provide specialized support and tailor lessons to individual student needs.

Using Visual Supports and Interactive Materials

Many students benefit from visual aids like social thinking maps, cue cards, and videos that illustrate
concepts in a relatable way. Interactive materials keep learners engaged and reinforce abstract ideas
through practice.

Tips for Parents Supporting Think Social at Home

Parents play a crucial role in reinforcing social thinking skills outside school. Here are some
suggestions for integrating the curriculum’s principles at home:

* Model social thinking: Narrate your own thought process during social interactions, so
children see how you consider others’ perspectives.

e Discuss social stories: Share stories from books, TV shows, or daily life and talk about
characters’ feelings and decisions.

* Practice problem-solving: Role-play common social challenges your child might face and
brainstorm different ways to respond.

e Encourage emotional vocabulary: Help children name their feelings and recognize emotions
in others to deepen emotional awareness.

The Impact of Think Social on Student Development

When students engage with the Think Social curriculum, they often show improvements not only in



social skills but also in academic performance and self-esteem. Feeling more competent in social
situations reduces anxiety and distractions, allowing children to focus better on learning. Moreover,
positive peer interactions foster a sense of belonging, which is vital for motivation and overall well-
being during the school years.

Educators have reported that students who participate in Think Social groups become more proactive
in resolving conflicts, more patient listeners, and more confident communicators. These benefits
extend beyond the classroom, equipping children with life skills that will serve them well into
adulthood.

Think Social’s emphasis on thoughtful, flexible social cognition makes it a valuable resource in today’s
diverse and dynamic educational landscape. By teaching students how to “think social,” we empower
them to navigate the complexities of human relationships with greater ease and success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Think Social, the social thinking curriculum for school
age students?

Think Social is a curriculum designed to teach social thinking and related social skills to school-age
students, helping them understand social cues, perspectives, and appropriate social behaviors.

Who is the target audience for the Think Social curriculum?

The Think Social curriculum is primarily designed for school-age students, including those with social
learning challenges such as autism spectrum disorder, ADHD, and other social communication
difficulties.

What are the core components of the Think Social curriculum?

Core components include lessons on perspective-taking, understanding social cues, problem-solving
in social situations, managing emotions, and improving communication skills.

How does Think Social help students improve their social
skills?

Think Social uses structured lessons, interactive activities, and real-life scenarios to teach students
how to interpret social information, regulate their behavior, and respond appropriately in various
social contexts.

Can Think Social be integrated into regular classroom
settings?

Yes, Think Social is designed to be flexible and can be integrated into general education classrooms,
special education settings, or used in small groups or individual therapy sessions.



What age ranges are best suited for the Think Social
curriculum?

Think Social is suitable for school-age children, typically ranging from elementary through middle
school, though some materials may be adapted for older students.

Are there any assessments included in Think Social to track
student progress?

Yes, Think Social includes assessment tools and progress monitoring checklists to help educators and
therapists measure students’ understanding and application of social thinking skills.

Who developed the Think Social curriculum?

Think Social was developed by Michelle Garcia Winner, a speech-language pathologist and social
cognition expert known for her work in social thinking and social communication.

Where can educators and parents access the Think Social
curriculum materials?

Think Social curriculum materials can be accessed through the Social Thinking company’s website
and authorized distributors, offering teacher guides, student workbooks, and supplemental resources.

Additional Resources
Think Social: A Social Thinking Curriculum for School Age Students

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students is an educational framework
designed to enhance social cognition and interpersonal skills among children and adolescents.
Developed to address the growing need for structured social-emotional learning in school settings,
this curriculum offers a systematic approach to teaching social thinking concepts, enabling students
to interpret social cues, understand perspectives, and engage more effectively with peers and adults.
As schools increasingly prioritize social skills alongside academic achievement, programs like Think
Social have become crucial tools for educators, therapists, and families aiming to support children
with diverse social learning needs.

Understanding Think Social: Foundations and
Objectives

Think Social is grounded in the theory that social thinking is a critical component of emotional
intelligence and overall social competence. The curriculum is tailored for school age students,
typically ranging from elementary to middle school, and is particularly beneficial for those who
struggle with social communication challenges—such as children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), or other social cognitive delays.



At its core, Think Social emphasizes the importance of recognizing and interpreting social information,
including body language, facial expressions, and tone of voice. These skills are essential for
successful social interactions and relationship-building. Through engaging lessons and activities, the
curriculum encourages students to become more aware of their own thoughts and feelings, as well as
those of others, fostering empathy and self-regulation.

Key Components and Structure

The Think Social curriculum is comprehensive, often segmented into modules or units that focus on
specific social concepts. These include understanding social cues, perspective-taking, managing
emotions, problem-solving in social situations, and developing conversational skills. The lessons are
designed to be interactive and adaptable, utilizing role-playing, visual supports, and group discussions
to accommodate diverse learning styles.

One distinguishing feature of Think Social is its emphasis on "thinking with your eyes," a concept that
teaches children to use visual attention to gather social information. This approach helps students
decode nonverbal signals and anticipate social outcomes, which are skills frequently overlooked in
traditional academic curricula.

Implementation in School Settings

Integrating Think Social into school environments requires collaboration among educators, speech-
language pathologists, counselors, and special education professionals. The curriculum's flexibility
allows it to be incorporated into general classroom instruction or delivered in small group or
individualized sessions. This adaptability makes it suitable for inclusive classrooms as well as
specialized programs.

Schools that have adopted Think Social often report improvements in students' social interactions,
classroom behavior, and overall engagement. The curriculum's evidence-informed strategies align
with broader social-emotional learning (SEL) frameworks endorsed by educational authorities,
enhancing its appeal for systematic adoption.

Training and Resources for Educators

Effective delivery of the Think Social curriculum depends on adequate training. Educators and
therapists typically undergo professional development workshops that familiarize them with the
curriculum's philosophy, tools, and teaching methods. These sessions cover how to scaffold lessons,
monitor progress, and adjust interventions based on individual student needs.

Resources accompanying the curriculum include detailed lesson plans, visual aids, workbooks, and
digital materials designed to support consistent implementation. The availability of these materials
facilitates ongoing practice and reinforcement of social thinking skills beyond the classroom.



Evaluating the Effectiveness of Think Social

Research on social thinking curricula, including Think Social, suggests positive outcomes in enhancing
social cognition and adaptive behaviors among school age children. Studies highlight improvements
in perspective-taking abilities, social problem-solving, and peer relationships. However, as with many
social-emotional programs, the effectiveness can vary depending on factors such as fidelity of
implementation, student engagement, and the presence of supportive environments.

Comparatively, Think Social distinguishes itself from other social skills programs by focusing explicitly
on the cognitive processes underlying social interactions rather than merely teaching behavioral

scripts. This analytical focus aims to equip students with a more generalized and transferable
understanding of social dynamics.

Pros and Cons of the Curriculum

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Comprehensive approach addressing cognitive and emotional aspects of social
interaction.

[¢]

Flexible implementation suitable for diverse educational settings.

o

Strong emphasis on visual processing and perspective-taking enhances real-world
applicability.

[¢]

Supports students with a range of social learning challenges.

e Cons:
o Requires trained facilitators for optimal outcomes, which may pose logistical challenges.

o Some concepts may be abstract for younger or lower-functioning students without
additional supports.

o Limited large-scale empirical studies specifically evaluating long-term impacts.

Complementing Think Social with Other Interventions

While Think Social offers a structured curriculum focused on social cognition, it is most effective when



integrated with other interventions tailored to individual student needs. Occupational therapy, speech
therapy, and behavioral interventions often complement the social thinking curriculum by addressing
sensory processing, communication skills, and behavior management.

Furthermore, parental involvement enhances the generalization of social thinking skills beyond the
school context. Training parents to reinforce key concepts at home can help solidify learning and
promote consistent social development.

Technology and Digital Adaptations

In recent years, digital tools and apps have been developed to supplement traditional social thinking
curricula. Think Social has seen adaptations that include interactive software and video modeling,
which engage students through multimedia content. These resources cater to tech-savvy learners and
provide additional opportunities for practice in motivating formats.

Digital adaptations also allow for remote or hybrid learning models, which have become increasingly
relevant in contemporary educational landscapes. However, ensuring that technology complements
rather than replaces interpersonal instruction remains a priority.

Future Directions and Trends

As awareness of social-emotional learning grows, curricula like Think Social are likely to evolve with
emerging research and educational innovations. Personalized learning approaches and data-driven
assessments are poised to enhance the precision and effectiveness of social thinking interventions.

Moreover, expanding accessibility through online platforms and multilingual resources could broaden
the curriculum’s reach, accommodating diverse populations and educational contexts. Collaboration
between researchers, practitioners, and technology developers will be key to advancing the
curriculum’s impact.

In summary, think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students provides an essential
framework for fostering social cognition and interpersonal competence in educational settings. Its
thoughtful design and evidence-informed strategies make it a valuable asset in addressing the
complex social learning needs of today’s students.

Think Social A Social Thinking Curriculum For School Age
Students

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Think Social! Michelle
Garcia Winner, 2005 Includes detailed lessons, worksheets and vocabulary for a social skills
curriculum for children.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: You Are a Social
Detective! Michelle Garcia Winner, Pamela Crooke, 2021-01-04 The social world is a big,
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complicated place! We are all social detectives as we observe, gather, and make sense of the clues
within different social contexts (settings, situations, and the people in them) to figure out the hidden
rules for expected behaviors. This leads us toward understanding how we each feel and think about
others in a situation and how we choose to respond to each other’s actions and reactions. We are
good Social Detectives when we use our eyes, ears, hearts, and brains to figure out what others are
planning to do next or are presently doing and what they mean by their words and actions. This
revised, expanded 2nd edition of the awarding-winning storybook teaches from the social learner’s
perspective about the power of observation, reading context, and interpreting clues before choosing
how to respond in ways that meet their social goals. A new structured approach to observation, new
illustrations reflecting a broader range of inclusion and diversity in characters, practice pages and
activities for deeper learning, specific teaching tips, and a glossary of Social Thinking Vocabulary
and concepts are just some of the new material you’ll find inside. This is the first book in the
Superflex® series. It guides readers on a journey of discovery where they can: - Learn formulas for
gathering clues by observing a setting, situation, and people in it - Be empowered to figure out how
the social world works through their own detective lens - Learn to identify feelings and emotions and
connect them to behaviors - Understand that all feelings are okay, even uncomfortable ones, and we
can still learn and grow - Get support from emojis and special word banks - Find core Social
Thinking® Vocabulary words highlighted throughout to support and strengthen key learning
concepts - Have numerous opportunities to make smart guesses about hidden social rules in various
situations - See examples and tips for school, home, and community life - Celebrate how all of us are
social observers who are affected by others’ actions and reactions

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Visual Support for
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders Vera Bernard-Opitz, Anne Haussler, 2011 Combining their
years of experience working with individuals on the autism spectrum, the authors bring practical
ideas and teaching methods for offering visual supports to students with autism spectrum disorders.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: You Are a Social
Detective! Teaching Curriculum & Support Guide Pamela Crooke, Michelle Garcia Winner, Kari
Zweber Palmer, Long/Detailed: Bring social emotional learning into the classroom! Thousands of
schools, clinics, and homes have found the award-winning storybook, You Are a Social Detective!
(Winner & Crooke, 2020), to be a practical, engaging addition to their libraries. While simply
reading the storybook is educational, the social and emotional concepts are ripe for deeper teaching
in whole-class and small-group settings. Piloted and tested over years in large school districts, the
You Are a Social Detective! Teaching Curriculum and Support Guideis just the tool you need to bring
this important social emotional learning (SEL) into the classroom. Help your students become Social
Detectives with this easy-to-use curriculum that fits into your current teaching day. Designed as a
companion guide to teach the concepts explored in You Are a Social Detective!more deeply, this
curriculum provides 10 structured lesson plans and visual tools to support building students’ social
attention, social interpretation, and self-awareness. Discover practical strategies for teaching
students to define social situations, make smart guesses, and uncover hidden social expectations.
The concepts taught in these 10 lessons support the SEL areas of self-awareness, self-management,
social awareness, relationship skills, and problem solving for decision making. Each chapter is a
lesson plan that includes: * Big picture context for each lesson ¢ Lesson objectives ¢ Key vocabulary
to emphasize ¢ Suggestions for how to introduce the lesson ¢ Discussion prompts ¢ Extension
activity ideas with photo examples ¢« Writing prompts to extend the learning Appendices includes
downloadable and printable activity visuals (Thinksheets) for each lesson, a family letter template, a
professional letter template, a literature resource guide, and writing prompts to expand teaching.
Also availableincluded: Supplemental PowerPoint Visual Teaching Visuals Tools available online for
curriculum purchasers. Each lesson has a short teaching PowerPoint to make your lessons come
alive with visuals from the storybook and Turn & Talk activities. Also available are downloadable and
printable Thinksheets from the curriculum. These online tools can be used to support large group,
small group, or tele-education. The multiple award-winning You Are a Social Detective! is the first



book in the Superflex series. It teaches social learners the power of observation, reading context,
and interpreting clues to figure out how to respond in ways that meet their social goals.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Practical Solutions for
Stabilizing Students with Classic Autism to be Ready to Learn Judy Endow, 2010 This title
recognizes the importance of offering stabilization strategies that afford students a better regulated
body, often enabling students with classic autism to increase their time in school, most of them
working up to full-day participation.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Your First Source for
Practical Solutions for ASD ,

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: The Educator’'s Guide
to Autism Spectrum Disorder Kaye L. Otten, Sonja R. de Boer, Leslie Ann Bross, Sonja R. R. de
Boer, 2023-06-29 Identify the best interventions to fit the unique needs of each learner with autism
Whatever your role—general or special education teacher, school counselor, therapist, behavior
analyst, administrator—you undoubtedly interact with learners with autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
and are committed to helping them succeed and thrive. This easy-to-use accessible guide
summarizes more than 75 interventions and rates each based on the most recent evidence of
effectiveness and safety. Features include: A summary of interventions and treatments from a
comprehensive variety of domains organized into 11 categories, including behavioral interventions,
visual supports, social and emotional skills training, and physiological interventions, as well as
interventions that have the potential for causing harm An evidence-based five-point scale that clearly
rates each intervention’s effectiveness for specific learners Guidance for working with colleagues
and families to choose and implement the most promising treatments Written by educators with
decades of experience and expertise in a variety of settings, many of whom are also Board Certified
Behavior Analysts, this comprehensive guide is an indispensable resource for all those who serve
students with ASD.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: The Group Plan Ryan
Hendrix, Kari Zweber Palmer, Nancy Tarshis, Michelle Garcia Winner, 2021-01-29 NOTE: This
storybook includes a read-aloud option which is accessible on Google and IOS devices. Catch up with
Ellie, Jesse, Molly, and Evan on a field trip to a farm in storybook 2 of the We Thinkers! Vol. 1 social
emotional learning curriculum for ages 4-7. What an adventure as they learn what a group plan is
and why it’s important to follow the group plan instead of their own individual plans if they want to
get important things done as part of a group—like picking apples, collecting fresh eggs, carrying
pails of milk—as they work together with Grandma to make a delicious apple pie and fresh ice
cream. These young social learners find out that it’s fun and feels good to share thoughts, follow the
group plan, and think about others, which makes everyone feel calm and comfortable. Continue
building on this important social concept with the fundamental concepts taught in storybooks 3-10,
which align with the corresponding teaching units within the related curriculum. Best practice:
teach these concepts in order, starting with storybook 1 of 10 while using the corresponding
curriculum.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Humanizing Distance
Learning Paul Emerich France, 2020-11-06 In some ways, shouldn't we always be teaching from a
distance? Paul France asks this not as pitch for distance learning. But because part of the reason
distance learning has been so challenging, Paul asserts, is that we’re replicating long-standing
practices that promote dependent learning in our students. Why not use this unique moment of time
to reconnect with the true purpose of teaching: to help our students become liberated learners and
free thinkers? The next logical step in teachers’ months-long distance learning journey, Humanizing
Distance Learning describes how to center humanity and equity in our process of reimagining
learning. Even while teaching and learning miles apart through screens, you'll discover how to Build
independence within your students so they’re better equipped to tackle challenges with persistence
and learn how to learn Make collaboration and human connection essential components of your
pedagogy, offering students the chance to socialize and learn from one another Center and unpack




students’ identities, helping them develop a conscious knowledge of themselves, all the while using
their self-identified strengths to overcome any obstacles Plan, prepare, and implement humanized
instruction while teaching for student liberation—both digitally and in person. Investigate
technology integration, including the Digital Divide, as well as ways to minimize EdTech integration
so that our collective sense of humanity can continue to be front and center The future, Paul writes,
may be unclear, the road may be rocky, and the story may continue to be long and winding as we
push forward through this global crisis. But the answer will always be simple: We must teach and
learn in pursuit of a deeper sense of collective humanity—and for no other reason. This book is equal
parts visionary and practical, courageous and invitational. It addresses foundational needs and
wrenching challenges teachers faced during the recent time when U.S. teachers abruptly found
themselves teaching remotely. . . . It is a deeply humanizing book. ~Carol Ann Tomlinson, William
Clay Parrish, Jr. Professor Emeritus, University of Virginia Humanizing Distance Learning is a book
for our times not only because it addresses how to build a culture of thinking and teach for
understanding at a distance, but also because it challenges the status quo of education by offering a
more liberated and humane vision. ~Ron Ritchhart, Senior Research Associate, Harvard Graduate
School of Education Paul France has produced a timely and necessary book that will help educators
humanize distance learning. Recognizing incredible dimensions of complexity, this book will surely
help educators traverse times of uncertainty in distance learning. ~H. Richard Milner IV, Cornelius
Vanderbilt Chair of Education, Vanderbilt University

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Core Practical
Treatment Frameworks: Set 2 Michelle Garcia Winner, Pamela Crooke, 2020-12-15 The social world
is a big place, and the information can feel overwhelming at first. This two-set collection of 26 core
practical frameworks (13 frameworks per set) is a powerhouse of visual teaching tools that includes
the most important conceptual and treatment frameworks within the Social Thinking Methodology.
Core Practical Treatment Frameworks: Set 2 contains 13 of our most popular treatment frameworks
to promote social emotional learning. Each provides visually scaffolded information to introduce core
social thinking concepts, such as perspective taking and social communication, while illuminating
different types of friendships and executive function. Treatment frameworks are for direct use with
social learners as they develop and expand their understanding of how the complex social world
works and how to navigate to self-regulate within it. In a ready-to-display format, each set of 13
frameworks presents—in both graphics and words—a variety of concepts, their purpose, instructions
for use, recommendations for related books, trainings, free articles and webinars, and connections
to other frameworks. Set 2 contains the following 13 frameworks: - 3 Part of Play/Activity - Boring
Moments - I Don’t Care Scale - 5 Steps of Being with Others - 6 Levels of the Friendship Pyramid - 4
Steps of Face-to-Face Communication - Ask a Question, Add a Thought - Solving Problems - Learning
How to Be Comfortable with Discomfort - Ladder of Success - The Spiral of Social Failure - The
Spiral of Social Success ‘- Independence Mountain The majority of frameworks were first presented
in print products published by Think Social Publishing, Inc., and/or in webinars, articles, On Demand
courses, and conference/livestream events that can be found on the Social Thinking website. We
strongly urge interventionists to explore these source products for deeper instruction, examples, and
learning for using the frameworks in practice.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Handbook of Child
and Adolescent Group Therapy Craig Haen, Seth Aronson, 2016-10-14 This handbook describes in
detail different contemporary approaches to group work with children and adolescents. Further, this
volume illustrates the application of these models to work with the youth of today, whether victims
of trauma, adolescents struggling with LGBT issues, or youth with varying common diagnoses such
as autism spectrum disorders, depression, and anxiety. It offers chapters presenting a variety of
clinical approaches written by experts in these approaches, from classic (play therapy and dialectical
behavior therapy) to cutting-edge (attachment-based intervention, mindfulness, and sensorimotor
psychotherapy). Because of its broad scope, the book is suitable for a wide audience, from students
to first-time group leaders to seasoned practitioners.




think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Reclaiming
Personalized Learning Paul Emerich France, 2022-02-18 Put the person back in personalization with
a touch of humanity. It’s a paradox: technology to individualize curriculum has made classrooms less
personal. In the second edition of this groundbreaking book, Paul France presents a vision of
humanized personalization that rejects the corporate mindset and instead holds equity and inclusion
at its center. Features include: Practical guidance on designing inclusive learning environments for
diverse groups Sustainable applications for humanized personalization in curriculum design,
assessment, and instruction Real-life stories from the author’s experience on both sides of the
personalization debate A multitude of classroom tools, adaptable to a variety of instructional
contexts

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Cognitive-Behavioral
Interventions in Educational Settings Ray W. Christner, Rosemary B. Mennuti, 2013-06-19
Schools and school staff play a critical role in the cognitive, behavioral, emotional, social, and
interpersonal development of children and adolescents. This second edition of Cognitive-Behavioral
Interventions in Educational Settings teaches readers to think strategically about the individual and
plan for effective and specific interventions based on the student’s age, developmental level, and
presenting problems. It is written by forward-thinking, established professionals whose writing
represents the state-of-the-art in cognitive behavioral interventions in educational settings, and
presents evidence-based interventions for a variety of issues commonly seen in schools. Including
both innovative and well-established approaches, they offer assessment methods and interventions
for a variety of issues and concerns faced by school-aged youth. The use of case studies and session
outlines, as well as the balance of theoretical and clinical concerns, enhances this book’s value as a
reference for both clinicians and students. New to this edition are topics on cyber-bullying, parent
and school consultation, school-wide positive behavioral support, and bipolar disorder. This is the
ideal reference for those who wish to select and utilize precise interventions in school settings.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Introducing Autism
Ruth Eren, 2024-06-01 Written by educators for educators, Introducing Autism: Theory and
Evidence-Based Practices for Teaching Individuals With ASD is an introductory text offering a broad
picture of Autism Spectrum Disorder for students, teachers, related service providers, and other
school personnel who are engaged in the education of individuals with ASD. Introducing Autism
imparts knowledge and understanding of the broad spectrum of ASD and suggests evidence-based
practices to support this population. Editor Dr. Ruth Eren and the text contributors provide readers
with a firm foundation of facts, strategies, and processes that help explain and address the complex
profile of an individual with ASD. As a result of this understanding, current and future practitioners
will be equipped with the skills and strategies to work collaboratively and effectively with their
school team as they create a program for a student on the spectrum. What’s included in Introducing
Autism: Content supported by case studies based in authentic educational settings Evidence-based
practices suggested for use in the classroom Voices from the Spectrum sections in each chapter
which feature the viewpoints from individuals on the spectrum Introducing Autism: Theory and
Evidence-Based Practices for Teaching Individuals With ASD will enable universities to offer a
comprehensive course that provides a strong foundation of knowledge and understanding of ASD to
prepare teachers and related service providers for certification.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Group Activities for
Social Emotional Learning using Sketch Comedy and Improv Games Shawn Amador, Eleni
Liossis, 2023-02-21 Children with strong social-emotional skills are better able to cope with everyday
challenges and benefit academically, professionally, and socially. But the benefits that can be
derived from these skills can only be seen if children are given the opportunity to develop them. This
accessible guide helps teach children to participate in social-emotional learning. Offering fun group
activities including social skill-based improv games, participant written plays, and basic plays that
can be transformed using the creative minds of children themselves. To increase participant comfort
levels with these activities, the book allows for a graduated exposure of techniques, starting with



improv trust building and joint focus games, and progressing to improvisation and writing sketches.
Featuring additional downloadable content, including worksheets and lesson plans for classroom
use, this is the perfect companion for educators and therapists.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Perspectives of
School-wide Implementation of Social Thinking Samantha Compton, 2014 Examines social validity of
two social thinking programs: Think Social! A Social Thinking Curriculum for School-Age Students;
and Superflex: A Social Thinking Curriculum Package.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Psychology and the Law
Leam A. Craig, Hugh C. H. Koch, Gus A. Baker, 2024-04-02 Discover first-hand insights into the
experience of acting as a psychologist expert witness In Psychology and the Law: Case Studies of
Expert Witnesses, a team of distinguished psychologists delivers an insightful and practical
collection of case studies exploring the role of mental health professionals acting as expert witnesses
in regulatory, judicial, and quasi-judicial proceedings. Each chapter is authored by an expert in their
field, covering situations ranging from the assessment of people involved in criminal and family law
proceedings and Parole Board hearings to the assessment of a civil litigant’s experience of historical
trauma resulting from the alleged negligence of the local authority. Each case follows the
involvement of the practitioner from initial retainer to the process of giving evidence in court or in a
court-like proceeding. The book also offers valuable judicial and legal perspectives on the roles
played by mental health professionals acting as expert witnesses, as well as discussion of the cross
examination of persons giving psychological evidence. Readers will also find: A thorough
introduction to the use of psychologists as expert witnesses Comprehensive explorations of clinical
forensic expert witness case studies Practical discussions of medicolegal expert witness case studies
Fulsome treatments of judicial and legal perspectives on the roles, uses, and limits of psychological
evidence and the use of psychologist experts in military court martials Perfect for undergraduate
and postgraduate students of law and psychology, Psychology and the Law: Case Studies of Expert
Witnesses will also benefit qualified psychologists, psychiatrists, lawyers, policymakers and
legislators, social workers, and members of the judiciary.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: IEP Goal Writing for
Speech-Language Pathologists Lydia Kopel, Elissa Kilduff, 2020-06-15 IEP Goal Writing for
Speech-Language Pathologists: Utilizing State Standards, Second Edition familiarizes the
speech-language pathologist (SLP) with specific Early Learning Standards (ELS) and Common Core
State Standards (CCSS) as well as the speech-language skills necessary for students to be successful
with the school curriculum. It also describes how to write defensible Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) goals that are related to the ELS and CCSS. SLPs work through a set of steps to determine a
student's speech-language needs. First, an SLP needs to determine what speech-language skills are
necessary for mastery of specific standards. Then, the SLP determines what prerequisite skills are
involved for each targeted speech-language skill. Finally, there is a determination of which Steps to
Mastery need to be followed. It is through this process that an SLP and team of professionals can
appropriately develop interventions and an effective IEP. The text takes an in-depth look at the
following speech-language areas: vocabulary, questions, narrative skills/summarize, compare and
contrast, main idea and details, critical thinking, pragmatics, syntax and morphology, and
articulation and phonological processes. These areas were selected because they are the most
commonly addressed skills of intervention for students aged 3 to 21 with all levels of functioning.
For each listed area, the text analyzes the prerequisite skills and the corresponding Steps to
Mastery. It provides a unique, step-by-step process for transforming the Steps to Mastery into
defensible IEP goals. The key is to remember that the goal must be understandable, doable,
measurable, and achievable. This text provides clear guidelines of quantifiable building blocks to
achieve specific goals defined by the student's IEP. School-based SLPs are instrumental in helping
students develop speech and language skills essential for mastery of the curriculum and standards.
All SLPs working with school-aged children in public schools, private practice, or outpatient clinics
will benefit from the information in this text. New to the Second Edition: * Ten Speech and Language




Checklists for determining speech and language needs of an individual, 3-21 years of age, as well as
measuring progress. * Material on measuring progress including five performance updates. * Goal
writing case studies for four students of different ages and skill levels. * A thoroughly updated
chapter on writing goals with up-to-date examples. * Revised Prerequisite Skills and Steps to
Mastery to reflect the current state of research. * Expanded focus on evidence-based practice.
Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be
included as published in the original print version of this book.

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Augmentative and
Alternative Communication: Engagement and Participation Erna Alant, 2016-12-30
Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Engagement and Participationreexamines the basic
components of human communication based on the development of meaning between two people
and provides a new theoretical framework for integrating the use of Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) strategies into interpersonal interactions. As such, it is an indispensable
resource for speech-language pathologists, special education practitioners, and researchers in AAC,
as well as for instructors and graduate students in the fields of speech and hearing sciences and
special education. The book employs a creative synthesis of engagement (personal involvement) and
participation (exchanges) to describe meaning-making and social closeness between partners. This
process allows for the acknowledgment of different levels of shared meaning and outlines a novel
approach to assessment and intervention. The book also describes the importance of integrating
relational (interaction-oriented) as well as instrumental (goal-oriented) communication functions as
essential in maintaining on-going relationships. Most resources in AAC tend to emphasize strategies
for enhancing participation, rather than strategies associated with the development of engagement
(being with) to enhance communication between communication partners. In contrast, this text uses
interactions between users of AAC and their communication partners as a basis to explore the
creative synthesis between engagement and participation to provide clinical guidelines for
assessment and intervention in both interpersonal and classroom contexts. Key features: A novel
theoretical approach focused on engagement and participation as core components in AAC
interventionEmphasis on empathic listening skills of both communication partner and user of AAC
strategies to facilitate engagement (emotional resonance) between themGuidance for teachers on
the benefits of a meaning-based approach to communication in the classroomApplication of empathic
listening strategies to people with dementia to address an increasing need for care of patients with
Alzheimer disease by caregivers and family membersintegration of social media and face-to-face
interactions as central to developing relationships in AAC interactions

think social a social thinking curriculum for school age students: Identifying,
Assessing, and Treating Autism at School Stephen E. Brock, Shane R. Jimerson, Robin L.
Hansen, 2007-12-27 As the rate of autism diagnosis continues to escalate, awareness and
recognition of this developmental brain disorder - as well as a demand for services - are also
mushrooming. School districts, already struggling under the weight of withering budgets and
increasing enrollments, are now scrambling to strike a balance between the types of services and
treatments parents want for their children and what the school system can afford to provide.
Consequently, a broad cross-section of professionals and parents are searching for the means and
methods by which to identify and address the wide-ranging educational needs of the children with
autism spectrum disorder. Identifying, Assessing, and Treating Autism at School provides a one-stop
resource that enables school psychologists to coordinate efforts between students and parents as
well as other educators, administrators, and social services providers to determine which
interventions are likely to be most effective in meeting the unique needs of children with autism.
This volume, designed as a practical, easy-to-use reference for school psychologists and other
educational professionals: Makes the case for why school psychologists and their colleagues need to
be more prepared, willing, and able to identify and serve students with autism. Identifies the causes,
prevalence, and associated conditions of autism spectrum disorders. Provides a review of screening,
referral, and diagnostic assessment processes. Offers much-needed guidance on conducting



psychoeducational assessments. Reviews appropriate treatments for students with autism. School
psychologists, general and special educators, counselors, and social workers will find Identifying,
Assessing, and Treating Autism at School an invaluable resource.
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