
the hunger artist franz kafka
The Hunger Artist Franz Kafka: A Deep Dive into the Story and Its Meaning

the hunger artist franz kafka is a phrase that immediately evokes curiosity and
intrigue, especially for those familiar with Kafka's unique style of storytelling. Franz
Kafka, one of the most influential writers of the 20th century, crafted "The Hunger Artist"
as a short story that delves into themes of alienation, art, and the human condition. This
tale, though brief, resonates deeply with readers and critics alike, offering a rich canvas
for interpretation and reflection.

The Story Behind The Hunger Artist Franz Kafka

At its core, "The Hunger Artist" tells the story of a professional faster—an individual who
performs the act of fasting as a form of public entertainment. The hunger artist fasts for
extended periods, drawing crowds fascinated by his endurance and mysterious dedication.
However, as the story unfolds, the hunger artist becomes increasingly isolated,
misunderstood, and ultimately forgotten by the society that once admired him.

Kafka wrote "The Hunger Artist" in 1922, during a time when his own health was
deteriorating, which adds a layer of autobiographical depth to the narrative. The story was
published posthumously in 1924, shortly after Kafka’s death, and has since become a
pivotal piece for understanding Kafka’s exploration of existential themes.

Plot Overview

The hunger artist is introduced as a man who fasts for up to forty days, showcased in a
cage at fairs and public gatherings. His art is the act of fasting itself, a silent performance
that captivates audiences initially. However, over time, public interest wanes, and the
artist becomes alienated. He feels misunderstood because, in his eyes, his fasts could last
even longer, but no one believes in the authenticity of his art anymore.

Eventually, the hunger artist is replaced by a panther, an animal that draws more
attention with its raw vitality. In a poignant final moment, the hunger artist reveals that he
fasted not out of rebellion or protest but because he never found food he liked. This
confession adds a tragic dimension to his character, highlighting themes of isolation and
the misunderstood artist’s plight.

Exploring Themes in The Hunger Artist Franz
Kafka

Kafka’s story is rich with symbolism and themes that touch on universal human



experiences. Understanding these layers can deepen one’s appreciation of the narrative.

Alienation and Isolation

One of the most prominent themes in "The Hunger Artist" is alienation. The artist’s fasting
is not merely a physical act but a metaphor for his emotional and social detachment. As
public interest fades, the hunger artist becomes increasingly isolated, underscoring
Kafka’s recurring exploration of loneliness and estrangement in modern life.

The Nature of Art and the Artist

Kafka uses the hunger artist as a symbol for the misunderstood or unappreciated artist.
The hunger artist’s fasting represents artistic expression that is invisible or
incomprehensible to the masses. This theme resonates with anyone who has felt that their
creative work is undervalued or misinterpreted.

The Search for Meaning and Authenticity

The hunger artist’s confession that he fasted because he never found food he liked ties
into the existential quest for meaning. It suggests that his fasting was less about spectacle
and more about a profound dissatisfaction with the world around him. This reflects Kafka’s
broader philosophical concerns about authenticity and the human struggle to find
purpose.

Literary Style and Symbolism in The Hunger
Artist Franz Kafka

Franz Kafka’s writing style is distinctive, characterized by precise language, surreal
situations, and a bleak yet captivating tone. In "The Hunger Artist," these stylistic
elements come together to create a haunting and thought-provoking narrative.

Kafkaesque Atmosphere

The term “Kafkaesque” is often used to describe situations that are absurd, oppressive, or
nightmarish. In this story, the hunger artist’s plight embodies this atmosphere. His
suffering is both physical and psychological, set against a backdrop of societal indifference
that feels both surreal and deeply human.



Symbolism of Fasting

Fasting in the story is a powerful symbol with multiple interpretations. It can be seen as a
form of self-denial, an artistic discipline, or even a critique of consumer culture. The
hunger artist’s fasts challenge the audience’s understanding of endurance and self-
control, reflecting broader questions about sacrifice and value.

The Cage and the Panther

The cage where the hunger artist performs symbolizes confinement and the limitations
imposed by society. When the panther replaces the artist, it represents vitality, freedom,
and natural instinct—qualities that starkly contrast with the artist’s self-imposed suffering.
This juxtaposition emphasizes the tension between artifice and nature, or between
suffering and vitality.

Why The Hunger Artist Franz Kafka Still Matters
Today

Decades after its publication, "The Hunger Artist" remains relevant, offering insights into
contemporary issues surrounding art, identity, and societal expectations.

The Modern Artist’s Struggle

In today’s world, many artists face challenges similar to Kafka’s hunger
artist—misunderstanding, commercial pressures, and the struggle to maintain
authenticity. The story encourages reflection on how society values or devalues artistic
endeavors and the sacrifices artists make.

Reflections on Alienation in the Digital Age

The theme of alienation is perhaps more pertinent than ever in an age dominated by social
media and digital connections. Kafka’s portrayal of profound isolation despite public
attention invites readers to ponder the nature of real connection versus superficial
engagement.

Endurance and Self-Discipline

The hunger artist’s extreme fasting highlights themes of endurance and self-discipline that
resonate beyond the realm of art. Whether in personal goals, professional pursuits, or
philosophical ideals, the story challenges readers to consider the limits and costs of



dedication.

Tips for Reading and Interpreting The Hunger
Artist Franz Kafka

If you’re diving into Kafka’s story for the first time or revisiting it, here are a few tips to
enhance your experience:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: Kafka’s language is precise but layered. Taking time
to ponder each paragraph helps uncover deeper meanings.

Consider Historical Context: Understanding Kafka’s life and the early 20th-
century European setting adds richness to the themes of alienation and societal
change.

Explore Multiple Interpretations: The story invites diverse
readings—psychological, existential, artistic—so be open to different perspectives.

Discuss with Others: Sharing thoughts in a book club or online forum can reveal
new insights and enhance appreciation.

“The Hunger Artist Franz Kafka” is not just a story about fasting; it’s a profound
meditation on human experience. Whether you are a literature enthusiast, a student, or
simply curious, engaging with this work offers a unique window into Kafka’s mind and the
enduring questions that define our existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Franz Kafka's 'The Hunger
Artist'?
The main theme of 'The Hunger Artist' is the conflict between individual artistic
expression and societal expectations, exploring isolation, misunderstanding, and the
nature of art and suffering.

How does Franz Kafka portray the hunger artist's
relationship with his audience?
Kafka portrays the hunger artist's relationship with his audience as strained and distant;
the artist feels misunderstood and unappreciated, while the audience is more interested in
spectacle than the artist's true experience.



What symbolism is associated with the hunger artist's
fasting in Kafka's story?
The hunger artist's fasting symbolizes extreme dedication, self-discipline, and the artist's
struggle for purity and meaning, as well as commentary on self-sacrifice and alienation in
the pursuit of art.

Why does the hunger artist feel misunderstood in
Kafka's story?
The hunger artist feels misunderstood because his art of fasting is not recognized or
appreciated for its deeper significance; the public sees it as mere spectacle, leading to his
isolation and despair.

What role does the cage play in 'The Hunger Artist' by
Franz Kafka?
The cage represents confinement and isolation; it physically contains the hunger artist,
symbolizing the boundaries imposed by society and the internal limitations the artist
experiences.

How does 'The Hunger Artist' reflect Franz Kafka's
views on the artist's place in society?
'The Hunger Artist' reflects Kafka's view that artists often suffer alienation and
misunderstanding, struggling to communicate their vision in a society that values
entertainment over true artistic expression.

Additional Resources
The Hunger Artist by Franz Kafka: An In-depth Exploration of Isolation and Artistic
Obsession

the hunger artist franz kafka stands as one of the most compelling and enigmatic short
stories in Kafka’s oeuvre, encapsulating themes of alienation, self-denial, and the elusive
nature of artistic recognition. Written in 1922, the narrative delves into the life of a
professional fasting performer whose art remains misunderstood and ultimately forgotten
by society. This article examines the intricate layers of Kafka’s story, its thematic
significance, and the broader cultural and literary implications that have kept "The
Hunger Artist" relevant in contemporary discourse.

Contextualizing The Hunger Artist within Kafka’s



Work

Kafka’s literary legacy is often marked by explorations of existential anxiety, bureaucratic
absurdity, and the fragility of human identity. "The Hunger Artist" fits seamlessly into this
framework, presenting a protagonist whose extreme commitment to his craft results in
both physical and emotional deterioration. Unlike Kafka’s more famous novels such as
*The Trial* or *The Metamorphosis*, this short story is concise yet profound, offering a
microcosm of Kafka’s worldview.

The story’s publication in *Die neue Rundschau* in 1922 came at a time when Kafka was
grappling with tuberculosis, a disease that would claim his life shortly thereafter. This
personal context arguably deepens the narrative’s preoccupation with suffering and
endurance, themes that resonate throughout the text.

The Plot and Its Symbolism

At its core, "The Hunger Artist" chronicles the career of a man who performs public fasts
as a form of artistic expression. His performances, initially met with fascination, gradually
lose public appeal, leading to his marginalization. The hunger artist’s unwavering
dedication to fasting is depicted not merely as a spectacle but as a profound personal and
artistic endeavor. Kafka’s portrayal transcends the surface-level grotesqueness of
starvation to probe deeper questions about authenticity and the human desire for
recognition.

The artist’s fasting becomes a metaphor for existential deprivation—a voluntary sacrifice
that isolates him from the world. His art is misunderstood; the public’s waning interest
symbolizes the broader societal neglect of unconventional or esoteric forms of creativity.
Furthermore, the hunger artist’s confession near the story’s end—that he fasted not for
the audience but because he never found food that satisfied him—adds a layer of tragic
irony, emphasizing themes of alienation and unfulfilled desire.

Thematic Analysis

Artistic Alienation and the Quest for Authenticity

One of the story’s central themes is the alienation experienced by the artist, a motif
recurrent in Kafka’s work. The hunger artist embodies the archetype of the misunderstood
creator, whose uncompromising standards alienate him from both his audience and
society at large. His fasting, an extreme form of self-discipline, is a manifestation of his
search for purity in art. However, this search isolates him, underscoring the tension
between personal authenticity and public acceptance.

Kafka critiques the public’s superficial engagement with art—the hunger artist is initially
celebrated but later dismissed, reflecting society’s fickleness and preference for



entertainment over genuine artistic expression. This dynamic raises questions about the
viability of art that resists commodification or mass appeal.

Physical and Spiritual Suffering

The physical ordeal of fasting parallels spiritual and existential suffering. Kafka’s narrative
blurs the boundaries between the corporeal and the metaphysical, portraying starvation as
both a bodily condition and a spiritual trial. The hunger artist’s emaciated body becomes a
symbol of his internal desolation and the sacrifices entailed by unwavering devotion to an
ideal.

This duality challenges readers to reconsider the nature of suffering in the context of
artistic creation. Is suffering an intrinsic component of authenticity, or does it merely
alienate and diminish the artist? Kafka’s ambiguous portrayal invites multiple
interpretations.

Public Perception and the Role of Spectacle

The decline in the hunger artist’s popularity reflects shifting public tastes and the
commodification of art. Initially, the fasting exhibitions captivate audiences, but as novelty
fades, interest wanes. Kafka subtly critiques the ephemeral nature of public attention and
the reduction of art to spectacle.

The story also introduces the figure of the circus manager, who commodifies the hunger
artist’s act, prioritizing profit over artistic integrity. This tension between art and
commerce remains relevant, illustrating the challenges artists face when navigating
market forces.

Literary Devices and Style

Kafka’s prose in "The Hunger Artist" is notable for its precision and economy, which belie
the story’s complex thematic content. His use of irony is particularly effective; the hunger
artist’s ultimate demise is both tragic and absurd. The narrative’s detached, almost
clinical tone enhances the sense of alienation and underscores the existential themes.

Symbolism permeates the text—from the cage that confines the hunger artist to the rats
that appear in his final moments, each element invites deeper interpretation. The cage
itself is a powerful metaphor for the constraints imposed by society, artifice, and self-
imposed limits.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to other Kafka works, "The Hunger Artist" shares thematic kinship with



*The Metamorphosis*, where the protagonist’s transformation results in social isolation.
Both stories explore the consequences of being fundamentally different in a conformist
society. Additionally, aspects of the hunger artist’s plight echo existentialist literature’s
focus on absurdity and alienation, aligning Kafka with broader philosophical currents.

The Cultural Impact and Interpretations

Since its publication, "The Hunger Artist" has inspired numerous interpretations across
disciplines including psychology, philosophy, and art criticism. Scholars often regard the
story as a meditation on the artist’s role in society and the paradox of seeking recognition
while maintaining authenticity.

The hunger artist’s extreme fasting has also been analyzed through the lens of asceticism
and self-mortification, drawing parallels with religious practices that involve sacrifice and
purification. Such interpretations highlight Kafka’s ability to infuse a seemingly simple
narrative with rich, multifaceted meanings.

In popular culture, the story’s themes resonate with contemporary discussions about
mental health, the pressures of creative industries, and the alienation wrought by modern
life. Its exploration of invisibility and misunderstanding continues to find relevance in
artistic and academic circles.

Pros and Cons of Kafka’s Narrative Approach

Pros: Kafka’s concise storytelling creates a powerful, focused narrative that sparks
deep reflection. His use of ambiguity invites diverse interpretations, enriching the
reader’s engagement.

Cons: The story’s abstract and symbolic nature may challenge readers seeking
straightforward narratives. Some may find the protagonist’s motivations opaque or
the ending unsatisfying.

Nevertheless, this complexity is often regarded as a strength, emblematic of Kafka’s
literary genius.

The enduring fascination with the hunger artist franz kafka lies in its profound
exploration of the human condition—its yearning for meaning, recognition, and the painful
costs of remaining true to oneself. Through this story, Kafka offers a poignant critique of
society’s relationship with art and the artist, a dialogue that remains as relevant today as
it was a century ago.



The Hunger Artist Franz Kafka

  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist Franz Kafka, 1979-01-01 Written during
Kafka's final years as he battled tuberculosis, A Hunger Artist was the last work he personally
prepared for publication before his death in 1924. The story appeared first in Die Neue Rundschau
before being published as part of a collection by Verlag Die Schmiede. Max Brod recounted that
Kafka revised the text extensively while staying at the Kierling sanatorium near Vienna, perhaps
seeing parallels between the artist's physical withering and his own condition. The story chronicles
the decline of a professional faster whose art form - public starvation displays - falls out of fashion
with changing times. Set against the backdrop of Europe's post-war transformation, the text
captures the death of old cultural forms and the public's shifting appetites for entertainment. The
hunger artist's insistence on fasting beyond forty days - the maximum his impresario allows - points
to the gap between artistic purity and commercial demands. His body becomes a battlefield where
artistic integrity clashes with market forces, while his cage in the circus suggests how art gets
relegated to sideshows in an age of mass entertainment. The hunger artist's final confession - that he
fasted simply because he could never find food he liked - strips away the spiritual and artistic
pretensions surrounding his performance. This revelation transforms the story from allegory about
artistic sacrifice into something more ambiguous and personally haunting. The text resonates with
Kafka's own complicated relationship to food, his sense of alienation from Prague's literary culture,
and his struggles with tuberculosis that made eating difficult in his final years. When circus workers
clear away the hunger artist's body like so much straw, replacing him with a young panther full of
vital energy, the story delivers its sharpest bite - showing how quickly culture discards what it once
celebrated, how thoroughly new forms devour the old. This modern translation from the original
German is a fresh, accessible and beautifully rendered text that brings to life Kafka's great literary
work. This edition contains extra amplifying material including an illuminating afterword, a timeline
of Kafka's life and works alongside of the historical events which shaped his art, and a short
biography, to place this work in its socio-historical context.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist and Other Stories Franz Kafka, 2012-04-12 'In
recent decades, interest in hunger artists has greatly diminished.' Kafka published two collections of
short stories in his lifetime, A Country Doctor: Little Tales (1919) and A Hunger Artist: Four Stories
(1924). Both collections are included in their entirety in this edition, which also contains other,
uncollected stories and a selection of posthumously published works that have become part of the
Kafka canon. Enigmatic, satirical, often bleakly humorous, these stories approach human experience
at a tangent: a singing mouse, an ape, an inquisitive dog, and a paranoid burrowing creature are
among the protagonists, as well as the professional starvation artist. A patient seems to be dying
from a metaphysical wound; the war-horse of Alexander the Great steps aside from history and
adopts a quiet profession as a lawyer. Fictional meditations on art and artists, and a series of
aphorisms that come close to expressing Kafka's philosophy of life, further explore themes that recur
in his major novels. Newly translated, and with an invaluable introduction and notes, Kafka's short
stories are haunting and unforgettable. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's
Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth
of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to
clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Hunger Artist Franz Kafka, 2021-05-27 Franz Kafka's story, A
Hunger Artist, adapted as a stage monologue.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist / Ein Hungerkünstler Franz Kafka,
2015-03-23 This edition contains the English translation and the original text in German. A Hunger
Artist (Ein Hungerkünstler) is a short story by Franz Kafka first published in Die neue Rundschau in
1922. The story was also included in the collection A Hunger Artist (Ein Hungerkünstler), the last
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book Kafka prepared for publication, printed by Verlag Die Schmiede after Kafka's death. The
protagonist, a hunger artist who experiences the decline in appreciation of his craft, is an
archetypical creation of Kafka: an individual marginalized and victimized by society at large. The
title of the story has been translated also to A Fasting Artist and A Starvation Artist. Ein
Hungerkünstler ist eine Erzählung von Franz Kafka, die erstmals 1922 in der Zeitung Die neue
Rundschau erschien. Gleichzeitig ist es der Titel für den 1924 erschienenen Sammelband des
Autors, der noch drei weitere Prosatexte enthielt. Drei der vier Erzählungen haben jeweils eine
ironische Sicht auf das Künstlerleben zum Inhalt, wobei in zwei Fällen Zirkusfiguren gewählt
wurden. Vor und nach der Jahrhundertwende war die Verwendung von Gauklern und Artisten, also
Vertreter eher halbseidener Künste, in der Literatur sehr häufig. Siehe bei Frank Wedekind, Rainer
Maria Rilke, Charles Baudelaire, Paul Verlaine. Es ist eine bittere Ironie der Kafka-Texte, dass
Künstler und Zuschauer sich nicht verstehen können. Den Artisten treibt innerer Zwang; das
Publikum will kurzfristige Unterhaltung. Auch die Maus Josefine aus Kafkas letzter Erzählung ist
ihrem Publikum fern in ihrer Selbstvergessenheit.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Study Guide for Franz Kafka's "Hunger Artist" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016-07-14 A Study Guide for Franz Kafka's Hunger Artist, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your
research needs.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist Illustrated Franz Kafka, 2020-03-18 A
Hunger Artist explores many of the themes that were close to him: spiritual poverty, asceticism,
futility, and the alienation of the modern artis
  the hunger artist franz kafka: "a Hunger Artist", By Franz Kafka Franz Kafka, 2024-04-03 A
Hunger Artist is a thought-provoking short story by Franz Kafka that delves into themes of isolation,
alienation, and the pursuit of personal authenticity. The narrative revolves around the enigmatic
figure of the hunger artist, a performer whose artistry lies in his ability to endure prolonged fasting
as a form of public spectacle. Set against the backdrop of a carnival-like atmosphere, the story
follows the hunger artist as he engages in his extreme performances, captivating audiences with his
self-imposed starvation. Despite his dedication to his craft, the hunger artist finds himself
increasingly marginalized and misunderstood in a society that values spectacle over substance. As
the story unfolds, the hunger artist grapples with his own existential crisis, longing for recognition
and validation of his artistry in a world that seems indifferent to his suffering. Through his
interactions with spectators, promoters, and admirers, Kafka explores the complexities of artistic
expression, the fickleness of public opinion, and the inherent contradictions of human nature. A
Hunger Artist is a poignant exploration of the tension between the individual s quest for authenticity
and society s demands for conformity. With its stark imagery, introspective narrative, and existential
themes, Kafka s tale challenges readers to confront their own assumptions about art, identity, and
the pursuit of meaning in a world fraught with disillusionment and uncertainty.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: The Metamorphosis, a Hunger Artist, in the Penal
Colony, and Other Stories Franz Kafka, 2009 This collection brings together some of Kafka's best
known shorter fiction in a new translation by Ian Johnston.--WorldCat.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist Franz Kafka, 1996
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Kafka's "The Metamorphosis" and Other Writings: Franz
Kafka Franz Kafka, 2002-10-16 This essential collection of Franz Kafka's writings includes classic as
well as new translations: The Metamorphosis The Judgment A Country Doctor In the Penal Colony
From A Hunger Artist (First Sorrow, A Little Woman, A Hunger Artist, Josephine, the Singer; or, The
Mouse People) The Hunter Gracchus The Great Wall of China Letter to His Father>
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Hunger & A Hunger Artist by Franz Kafka , 2019
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Representative Short Story Cycles of the Twentieth
Century Forrest L. Ingram, 2012-05-02 No detailed description available for Representative Short



Story Cycles of the Twentieth Century.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: A Hunger Artist Franz Kafka, 2016-09-28 This Squid Ink Classic
includes the full text of the work plus MLA style citations for scholarly secondary sources,
peer-reviewed journal articles and critical essays for when your teacher requires extra resources in
MLA format for your research paper.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Hungering Artist Or Artist in Hungering Harry Steinhauer,
2011-05-01
  the hunger artist franz kafka: SHORT STORIES FOR STUDENTS CENGAGE LEARNING.
GALE, 2016
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Franz Kafka Neil Heins, Portia Williams Weiskel, Neil Helms,
2009 Provides a biography of Franz Kafka along with critical views of his work.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Franz Kafka, the Jewish Patient Sander L. Gilman, 1995 Index.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: Franz Kafka (1883-1983) Charles Bernheimer, Calgary
Institute for the Humanities, 1986-07-31 The eight papers in this volume were originally presented
at the centennial conference on Franz Kafka held at the University of Calgary in October 1983. As
diverse in approach and methodology as these papers are the general drift of the volume is away
from Germanistik towards 'state-of-the-art' methods. The opening articles by Charles Bernheimer
and James Rolleston both deal with the similarities and contrasts between Kafka and Flaubert, with
Bernheimer focusing on the I and the dilemma of narration in Kafka's early story, Wedding
Preparation in the Country, and Rolleston on the time-dimensions in the Kafka's work that link him
to the Romantics. Other articles in the volume deal with the complex interrelationships between
author and narrator, and implied author and implied reader; with Kafka's place in the European
fable tradition and in classic and Romantic religious traditions; with Kafka's diaries; and with his
female protagonists.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: The Cambridge Introduction to Franz Kafka Carolin
Duttlinger, 2013-06-27 Franz Kafka (1883–1924) is one of the most influential of modern authors,
whose darkly fascinating novels and stories - where themes such as power, punishment and
alienation loom large - have become emblematic of modern life. This Introduction offers a clear and
accessible account of Kafka's life, work and literary influence and overturns many myths
surrounding them. His texts are in fact far more engaging, diverse, light-hearted and ironic than is
commonly suggested by clichés of 'the Kafkaesque'. And, once explored in detail, they are less
difficult and impenetrable than is often assumed. Through close analysis of their style, imagery and
narrative perspective, Carolin Duttlinger aims to give readers the confidence to (re-)discover Kafka's
works without constant recourse to the mantras of critical orthodoxy. In addition, she situates
Kafka's texts within their wider cultural, historical and political contexts illustrating how they
respond to the concerns of their age, and of our own.
  the hunger artist franz kafka: The Myth of Power and the Self Walter Herbert Sokel, 2002
The Myth of Power and the Self brings together Walter Sokel's most significant essays on Kafka
written over a period of thirty-one years, 1966-1997. Franz Kafka (1883-1924) has come to be one of
the most influential writers of the twentieth century. The Myth of Power and the Self brings together
Walter Sokel's most significant essays on Kafka written over a period of thirty-one years, 1966-1997.
This volume begins with a discussion of Sokel's 1966 pamphlet on Kafka and a summary of his 1964
book, Tragik und Ironie (Tragedy and Irony), which has never been translated into English, and
includes several essays published in English for the first time. Sokel places Kafka's writings in a very
large cultural context by fusing Freudian and Expressionist perspectives and incorporating more
theoretical approaches--linguistic theory, Gnosticism, and aspects of Derrida--into his synthesis. This
superb collection of essays by one of the most qualified Kafka scholars today will bring new
understanding to Kafka's work and will be of interest to literary critics, intellectual historians, and
students and scholars of German literature and Kafka.
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