peter darling

Peter Darling: The Choreographer Behind Iconic Dance Moments

peter darling is a name that might not immediately ring a bell to everyone, but his influence on
contemporary dance, theatre, and film is undeniable. As one of the most innovative and respected
choreographers in the entertainment industry, Peter Darling has shaped some of the most memorable
performances that blend storytelling with movement. Whether you’ve watched a dazzling West End
show or a groundbreaking music video, there’s a good chance you’ve witnessed Peter Darling’s creative

touch.

In this article, we’ll explore who Peter Darling is, his journey into choreography, and how his unique style
has left an indelible mark on the world of dance and performance art. We’ll also delve into some of his most

famous works and the impact he continues to have on aspiring dancers and choreographers.

Who Is Peter Darling?

Peter Darling is a British choreographer renowned for his work in theatre, film, and television. With a
career spanning over two decades, he has become synonymous with inventive and emotionally resonant
choreography that enhances storytelling. Darling’s approach often combines classical techniques with

contemporary movement, bringing an energetic and fresh perspective to traditional dance forms.

Unlike choreographers who focus solely on technical prowess, Peter Darling is celebrated for his ability to
weave dance into the fabric of a narrative seamlessly. This storytelling through movement is what makes

his work stand out and why directors and producers seek him out for major projects.

Early Life and Career Beginnings

Peter Darling’s passion for dance began at a young age. Growing up in the UK, he trained in various dance
styles, including ballet, jazz, and contemporary dance. His early exposure to diverse dance forms laid the

foundation for his eclectic choreographic style.

After completing his formal education in dance and choreography, Darling started working in theatre
productions, gradually building a reputation for his dynamic and innovative routines. His breakthrough
came when he was tapped to choreograph for high-profile West End shows, where his inventive use of

movement helped revitalize classic productions.



Peter Darling’s Signature Style and Approach

One of the things that set Peter Darling apart in the world of choreography is his emphasis on storytelling.
His dances don’t just fill the stage; they tell stories, evoke emotions, and develop characters. This narrative-

driven style has won him accolades and a loyal following among performers and audiences alike.

Blending Genres for a Unique Dance Language

Peter Darling’s choreography often mixes elements from different dance genres, creating a unique fusion
that feels modern yet accessible. He draws from classical ballet’s precision, street dance’s raw energy, and

contemporary dance’s fluidity to craft routines that surprise and engage.
This blending of styles is especially evident in his work for musical theatre, where he adapts choreography

to suit the tone and theme of each production. Whether it’s a gritty urban tale or a whimsical fantasy,

Darling’s movements enhance the story without overwhelming it.

Collaborative Process and Working with Performers

Darling is known for his collaborative approach, working closely with directors, actors, and designers to
ensure that choreography supports the overall vision of a production. He values input from performers,

often tailoring routines to showcase their strengths and personalities.

This inclusive method not only fosters a positive creative environment but also results in performances that
feel authentic and energized. For dancers and actors, working with Peter Darling can be a transformative

experience, as he encourages exploration and personal expression within the choreography.

Notable Works and Contributions

Peter Darling’s portfolio boasts an impressive array of projects across theatre, film, and television. His

choreography has been instrumental in creating some of the most iconic dance sequences in recent years.

“Billy Elliot the Musical” — A Landmark Achievement

Perhaps Peter Darling’s most celebrated work is his choreography for “Billy Elliot the Musical.” This show,

which tells the story of a young boy’s passion for ballet against the backdrop of a mining strike, required



dance that was both technically challenging and emotionally powerful.

Darling’s choreography captured the raw determination and joy of the protagonist, blending ballet with
elements of northern English folk dance and street styles. The result was a fresh and inspiring dance

narrative that helped the musical win numerous awards and critical acclaim worldwide.

Film and Television Projects

Beyond theatre, Peter Darling has contributed his talents to various film and television productions. His
work in music videos and televised performances often brings a cinematic quality to dance, combining

sharp choreography with visual storytelling.

For instance, Darling has worked with popular musical acts, choreographing routines that enhance the
artist’s message and stage presence. His involvement in television specials and live broadcasts demonstrates

his versatility and ability to adapt choreography for different formats.

Impact on Dance and Emerging Choreographers

Peter Darling’s influence extends beyond his own projects. As a mentor and role model, he has inspired a

new generation of choreographers who aspire to combine technical skill with narrative depth.

Educational Contributions and Workshops

In addition to professional work, Darling often participates in workshops and masterclasses, sharing his
expertise with young dancers and choreographers. His teaching emphasizes the importance of
understanding character and story in choreography, encouraging students to think beyond movement

alone.

These educational efforts contribute to the evolution of dance as an art form, fostering creativity and

innovation in upcoming talents.

Shaping Contemporary Theatre Dance

Through his innovative choreography, Peter Darling has played a key role in transforming contemporary
theatre dance. His work challenges traditional boundaries and invites audiences to experience dance as a

vital storytelling tool.



This progressive outlook has influenced how musicals and stage productions approach choreography,

encouraging integration of diverse dance styles and narrative-driven movement.

Tips for Aspiring Choreographers Inspired by Peter Darling

For those looking to follow in Peter Darling’s footsteps, there are valuable lessons to take from his career

and creative process.

¢ Embrace Storytelling: Always consider how your choreography can serve the story or emotion you

want to convey.

o Explore Different Styles: Don’t limit yourself to one genre; blend techniques to create fresh and

engaging movement.

¢ Collaborate Actively: Work closely with performers and creative teams to develop choreography

that fits the overall vision.

e Adapt and Innovate: Be open to experimenting and tailoring your work to different mediums,

whether stage, screen, or live events.

¢ Invest in Continuous Learning: Attend workshops, seek feedback, and stay curious about new trends

and techniques in dance.

Peter Darling’s journey illustrates that successful choreography is as much about creativity and

communication as it is about technical skill.

Peter Darling’s name may not always be in the spotlight, but his impact resonates through the
performances and productions he shapes. His ability to craft dance that tells compelling stories has redefined
choreography in theatre and beyond, inspiring audiences and artists alike. As dance continues to evolve,

choreographers like Peter Darling remind us of the power of movement to connect, express, and transform.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Peter Darling?

Peter Darling is a renowned British choreographer and movement director known for his work in theatre,

film, and television.

‘What are some notable works choreographed by Peter Darling?

Peter Darling is best known for choreographing the musical 'Billy Elliot the Musical,' as well as working

on 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory' and the film 'Rocketman.’

Has Peter Darling won any awards for his choreography?

Yes, Peter Darling has won several awards including the Olivier Award for Best Theatre Choreographer
for 'Billy Elliot the Musical.'

‘What style of choreography is Peter Darling known for?

Peter Darling is known for his dynamic and narrative-driven choreography that often integrates

contemporary dance with storytelling.

Is Peter Darling involved in any recent projects?

As of recent updates, Peter Darling continues to work on various theatre and film projects, though specific

latest projects may vary.

Where did Peter Darling receive his training?

Peter Darling trained at the London Contemporary Dance School, which helped shape his unique
choreographic style.

Has Peter Darling worked in television?

Yes, Peter Darling has contributed choreography and movement direction to several television productions

and specials.

How has Peter Darling influenced modern choreography?

Peter Darling has influenced modern choreography through his innovative blend of storytelling and dance,

inspiring a new generation of choreographers in theatre and film.



Additional Resources

Peter Darling: The Visionary Behind Contemporary Dance Innovation

peter darling is a name that resonates deeply within the world of contemporary dance and choreography.
Renowned for his transformative approach to movement and storytelling, Darling has carved a niche that
blends theatricality with raw human emotion, influencing both stage productions and popular culture. This
comprehensive review delves into the artistry, impact, and signature style of peter darling, exploring how

his contributions have shaped modern dance narratives.

Understanding Peter Darling’s Choreographic Philosophy

At the core of peter darling’s work is a commitment to authenticity and innovation. Unlike choreographers
who prioritize technique over storytelling, Darling integrates movement as a narrative device, making
choreography an essential vehicle for character development and plot progression. His style often marries
dynamic physicality with theatrical elements, creating performances that are both visually arresting and

emotionally compelling.

Peter Darling’s approach is distinct in its balance between precision and fluidity. He employs a diverse
vocabulary of dance that draws from ballet, jazz, and street dance, yet adapts these forms to suit the
emotional tone of each project. This flexibility allows his choreographies to resonate with a broad audience,

from traditional theatergoers to contemporary dance enthusiasts.

Signature Works and Their Cultural Impact

One cannot discuss peter darling without referencing his groundbreaking work on productions such as
“Billy Elliot: The Musical.” Darling’s choreography in this show was pivotal in translating the protagonist’s
emotional journey into physical movement, effectively bridging the gap between narrative and dance. The
success of “Billy Elliot” not only cemented Darling’s reputation but also demonstrated how choreography

could serve as a powerful storytelling tool.

Beyond theater, Darling’s influence extends to music videos, live concerts, and television. His ability to
adapt his choreographic style to different mediums showcases his versatility and understanding of audience
engagement. This adaptability has made him a sought-after collaborator among artists and directors looking

to infuse their projects with inventive movement.



Analyzing the Elements of Peter Darling’s Choreography

Peter Darling’s choreography is characterized by several key elements that set his work apart:

Emotional Authenticity: Movements are crafted to express genuine feelings, allowing performers to

convey complex psychological states.

Character-Driven Movement: Dance sequences are tailored to the personas of the characters,

enhancing narrative cohesion.

Innovative Use of Space: Darling often experiments with stage layouts and spatial dynamics to create

immersive experiences.

Integration of Multiple Dance Styles: His choreographies blend classical and contemporary techniques

to reflect diverse influences.

These elements contribute to a choreographic language that is both accessible and sophisticated, appealing to

audiences’ intellect and emotions alike.

The Role of Collaboration in Darling’s Projects

Collaboration stands as a cornerstone in peter darling’s creative process. He frequently works closely with
directors, set designers, costume artists, and music composers to ensure that choreography complements
other production aspects seamlessly. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the overall aesthetic and helps

maintain thematic consistency throughout a performance.

Furthermore, Darling’s engagement with performers is notable for its emphasis on trust and
communication. He encourages dancers to bring their own interpretations to the choreography, fostering a
dynamic rehearsal environment where innovation thrives. This collaborative spirit not only enhances the

final product but also cultivates a positive artistic culture.

Comparing Peter Darling with Contemporary Choreographers

In the landscape of modern choreography, peter darling occupies a unique position. When compared to
peers such as Steven Hoggett or Matthew Bourne, Darling’s work is distinguished by its narrative clarity

and emotional depth. While some choreographers prioritize abstract movement or visual spectacle, Darling



consistently centers human stories, making his pieces relatable and impactful.

His contemporaries may experiment with avant-garde forms or push the boundaries of physicality, but
Darling’s strength lies in his ability to blend accessibility with artistic integrity. This balance has earned

him critical acclaim and a loyal following among both critics and mainstream audiences.

Pros and Cons of Peter Darling’s Approach

e Pros:

o

Strong narrative focus enhances audience engagement.

o

Versatile choreography adaptable across mediums.

Collaborative methods foster creative innovation.

o

[¢]

Emotional authenticity resonates with diverse viewers.

e Cons:

o Sometimes prioritizes storytelling over technical complexity, which may not appeal to purist

dancers.

o Reliance on theatrical elements can overshadow pure dance technique for some audiences.

These considerations illustrate how Darling’s style caters primarily to emotionally driven productions

rather than purely abstract or technical showecases.

The Future Trajectory of Peter Darling’s Career

Looking ahead, peter darling is poised to continue influencing the evolution of dance and theater. With the
increasing integration of multimedia and technology in performance art, Darling’s adaptive style makes

him well-suited to explore new forms of expression. His ability to fuse narrative with innovative



choreography positions him as a leading figure in shaping contemporary performing arts.

Moreover, Darling’s commitment to mentorship and education suggests that his impact will extend beyond
his own works, inspiring the next generation of choreographers and performers. As the dance world
evolves, his contributions may well serve as a benchmark for combining artistic storytelling with

movement.

Peter Darling’s unique blend of emotional depth, technical versatility, and collaborative spirit underscores
his status as a pivotal force in contemporary choreography. His works continue to captivate and inspire,

reflecting a profound understanding of how dance can illuminate the human experience.

Peter Darling

peter darling: Peter Darling Austin Chant, 2017-02-09 Ten years ago, Peter Pan left Neverland
to grow up, leaving behind his adolescent dreams of boyhood and resigning himself to life as Wendy
Darling. Growing up, however, has only made him realize how inescapable his identity as a man is.
But when he returns to Neverland, everything has changed: the Lost Boys have become men, and
the war games they once played are now real and deadly. Even more shocking is the attraction Peter
never knew he could feel for his old rival, Captain Hook-and the realization that he no longer knows
which of them is the real villain.

peter darling: Peter Darling S. A. Chant, 2025-07-15 Rainbow Crate special edition. When Peter
Pan returns to Neverland as a grown man, he's haunted by reminders of the life he left behind in
London-the life of Wendy Darling, the girl he was supposed to be. What's more, Neverland has
changed in his absence. His Lost Boys have a new leader, and the magic of the island no longer
bends to his whims as it used to. The only person who truly missed Peter is Captain James Hook,
who is delighted to have his old rival back. But when a new war ignites between the Lost Boys and
Hook's pirates, the ensuing bloodshed becomes all too real-and Peter's rivalry with Hook starts to
blur into something far more complicated, sensual, and deadly.

peter darling: The Life and Death of Peter Sellers Roger Lewis, 2025-07-17 'A fascinating,
tragic and instructive story, vividly told' Sunday Telegraph Roger Lewis, in his no-holds-barred
biography, exposes a Peter Sellers the world little knows. Recognized as the greatest British comic
since Charlie Chaplin, Sellers was the grand master of fifty-five films - from Dr. Strangelove, to
Being There and the Pink Panther hits. But shadowing his phenomenal career was a history of
increasingly bizarre behaviour involving psychotic violence, compulsive promiscuity, drug abuse and
humiliating self-destructive obsessions with people including Princess Margaret, Sophia Loren, Liza
Minnelli and each of his four wives (Ann Hayes, Britt Ekland, Miranda Quarry and Lynne Frederick).
He alternately showered his wives and children with gifts and then threatened to kill them. Sellers'
fluidity as an actor made for a terrifying madness that grew like a slow metastasizing cancer
throughout his adult life. The Life and Death of Peter Sellers concludes with his premature death at
the age of 54, 'sick at heart and alone in those sunless hotel rooms', so recoiled from intimacy that
no one really knew him anymore. PRAISE FOR THE LIFE AND DEATH OF PETER SELLERS 't is a
mad book - but then the subject is a madman. I love Lewis's passion ... | recommend it' Sunday
Times 'Reinventing the genre as well as reassessing its subject with formidable intelligence, this
book is a remarkable achievement' Literary Review

peter darling: Theatre World 2008-2009 Ben Hodges, 2009-11-01 Scenes from the plays and
portraits of leading actors accompany a statistical record of the current season


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/peter-darling.pdf

peter darling: Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States Taken in the Year
1790 ... United States. Bureau of the Census, 1907

peter darling: The Yellow Incentive Bryan Roskams, 2012-09-28 Bryan Roskams carries on in
the same fast paced vein in this sequel to his fi rst book Tangled Webs Peter Doddington and the
love of his life Sophia, fi nd themselves once again embroiled in a life threatening situation. Bought
on, albeit indirectly, by the schizophrenic gang leader Brett Colardo. (Deceased) But this time linked
to a treasure hunt involving some of the gang leaders ex- members, let out of prison early. The greed
that motivates all parties concerned in the chase for the life changing amount of cash, leads to the
traumatic suffering and violent deaths of many of its characters.

peter darling: Sardana Renaissance Ray Harwood, 2015-12-03 In the third book of the Sardana
trilogy, the brilliant but ill-fated Peter Martinez rises from the ashes of a disaster that almost
destroys him, facing his physical and mental demons with the help of a vibrant young physic haunted
by her own tragic past. As old relationship shift and new links are formed in his Sardana chain,
Peter's vision of life grows deeper and richer. But is he destined to find lasting love, and can he help
a young boy achieve his dreams of Paralympic glory in Barcelona?

peter darling: SME Mining Engineering Handbook, Third Edition Peter Darling, Society
for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration (U.S.), 2011 This third edition of the SME Mining
Engineering Handbook reaffirms its international reputation as the handbook of choice for today's
practicing mining engineer. It distills the body of knowledge that characterizes mining engineering
as a disciplinary field and has subsequently helped to inspire and inform generations of mining
professionals.Virtually all of the information is original content, representing the latest information
from more than 250 internationally recognized mining industry experts. Within the handbook's 115
thought-provoking chapters are current topics relevant to today's mining professional: Analyzing
how the mining and minerals industry will develop over the medium and long term--why such
changes are inevitable, what this will mean in terms of challenges, and how they could be managed
Explaining the mechanics associated with the multifaceted world of mine and mineral economics,
from the decisions associated with how best to finance a single piece of high-value equipment to the
long-term cash-flow issues associated with mine planning at a mature operation Describing the
recent and ongoing technical initiatives and engineering developments in relation to robotics,
automation, acid rock drainage, block caving optimization, or process dewatering methods
Examining in detail the methods and equipment available to achieve efficient, predictable, and safe
rock breaking, whether employing a tunnel boring machine for development work, mineral
extraction using a mobile miner, or cast blasting at a surface coal operation Identifying the salient
points that dictate which is the safest, most efficient, and most versatile extraction method to
employ, as well as describing in detail how each alternative is engineered Discussing the impacts
that social and environmental issues have on mining from the pre-exploration phase to end-of-mine
issues and beyond, and how to manage these two increasingly important factors to the benefit of
both the mining companies and other stakeholders

peter darling: Hamlet in Pieces Andy Lavender, 2003-02-12 Within the space of a year,
between 1995 and 1996, three highly unusual shows were produced by three celebrated figures in
world theatre: Qui Est La, directed by Peter Brook, Elsinore, directed by Robert Lepage, and
Hamlet: a monologue, directed by Robert Wilson. Each was a version-at least in part-of
Shakespeare's Hamlet, although none of them treated the show in anything like an orthodox manner.

peter darling: The Trans and Non-Binary Hero's Journey Valerie Estelle Frankel, Dean
Leetal, 2024-07-10 A brave heroine whose quest involves living her true gender. A genderqueer
knight who battles the transphobic court to save their prince. Often fearing discovery, the trans hero
embarks on adventure, aided by an accepting mentor and other allies, and challenged by
transphobic villains and sometimes uncomprehending family members. Ultimately, the trans hero
triumphs, finding love, selfhood, and affirmation. This book adapts Joseph Campbell's classic pattern
of comparative mythology and applies it to trans and non-binary heroes in modern popular media
who are traversing multiple worlds. Analyzed are works for the screen such as Steven Universe, The




Matrix, Sense8, and Sandman; print materials such as DC and Marvel comics; and television, fantasy
books, and graphic novels from trans and non-binary creators worldwide.

peter darling: Passion for Dead Leaves John David, 2003-03-20 What does it mean to have a
Passion for Dead Leaves? It means to love what is old. To love what is past. To love what is dead. But
it can mean more than that. It can mean to resent the new. To fear the future. To believe that
change is bad. It can mean to oppose all change. To oppose developments that change old
environments. To oppose fashions that change old traditions. To oppose new ideas that change old
values. To believe that old was good and new is bad. But is that right or wrong? Change can be for
the worse. New developments can destroy what was worth keeping. New fashions can destroy good
traditions. New ideas can be dangerous or stupid. Guido Broccoli and Marcel Donkova believe in the
new. They have no Passion for Dead Leaves. Scylla Daer and Gudrun Donkova believe in the old.
They do have a Passion for Dead Leaves. Do you have a Passion for Dead Leaves? Read PASSION
FOR DEAD LEAVES, episode three of the ENEMIES OF SOCIETY series by John David, and decide.
Would you be an Enemy of Society?

peter darling: Peter E. F. Benson, 2025-04-07 Peter is a notable work by E. F. Benson, a prolific
British author best known for his social comedies and vividly drawn characters. This novel,
published in 1930, delves into the life of its titular character, Peter, who embarks on a journey of
self-discovery and adventurous challenges. Set against the backdrop of the early 20th century,
Benson paints a rich portrait of society with its intricacies, contradictions, and the quest for personal
identity. The story explores Peter's relationships, both romantic and platonic, and his navigation
through social circles filled with eccentric personalities. Benson’s sharp wit and keen observations of
human nature bring life to the narrative, allowing readers to immerse themselves in Peter’s
experiences as he grapples with love, ambition, and the sometimes bewildering expectations of
society. With its blend of humor and introspection, Peter reveals Benson’s remarkable ability to
capture the essence of life’s complexities and the universal quest for belonging. This novel stands as
a testament to his talent in character development and narrative style, appealing to fans of literary
fiction and those interested in the social dynamics of the time. Through the lens of Peter’s
experiences, Benson offers profound insights into friendship, societal norms, and the pursuit of
happiness, making Peter a timeless exploration of human nature that resonates with readers today.

peter darling: Peter Edward Frederic Benson, 1922

peter darling: Light Up the Sky Moss Hart, 1949 THE STORY: The comedy revolves around a
group of New York theatre-folk who attend the opening of their new play in Boston. The lead actress,
the backer, and several others, are in seventh heaven at the prospect of a tremendous success which
they hope for

peter darling: Peter's Mother Henry De La Pasture, 2025-08-16 Reproduction of the original.
The Antigonos publishing house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We
make sure that these works are made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve
their cultural heritage.

peter darling: Wisconsin Volunteers, War of the Rebellion, 1861-1865 Wisconsin. Adjutant
General's Office, 1914

peter darling: Peter's Mother Mrs. Henry De La Pasture, 2019-12-23 Mrs. Henry De La
Pasture's Peter's Mother is a nuanced exploration of maternal love, sacrifice, and the complexities of
familial relationships set against the backdrop of early 20th-century English society. The narrative
unfolds through a mix of poignant dialogue and introspective prose, evoking the emotional turmoil of
a mother who grapples with her son'Ads burgeoning independence while reflecting on her own
unfulfilled dreams. The literary style is infused with rich symbolism and vivid imagery, characteristic
of the period's psychological realism, drawing readers into the heart of domestic life with both
tenderness and a stark portrayal of its challenges. Mrs. Henry De La Pasture, born in 1868, was a
prominent figure in the literary world, known for her ability to articulate the female experience in a
patriarchal society. Her upbringing in a genteel family and her personal experiences as a mother
likely informed the emotional depth in Peter's Mother. Through her often autobiographical works,



De La Pasture examines the intersection of duty and desire, illustrating her keen insight into the
nuances of human relationships. Peter's Mother is an essential read for those interested in early
modern literature and women's studies. Readers will find themselves captivated by De La Pasture's
ability to weave a compelling narrative that resonates with universal themes of love and sacrifice.
This novel not only serves as a poignant commentary on motherhood but also invites reflection on
the roles of women within their families and society.

peter darling: PETER PAN NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-10 If you need a free PDF
practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and
I'll send you a copy! THE PETER PAN MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE PETER PAN MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR PETER PAN KNOWLEDGE
AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS.
THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT
EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

peter darling: Starring Peter and Leigh Susan Beth Pfeffer, 2015-02-03 Leigh trades in her
acting career to play a starring role in her own life Most people don’t get to retire at age sixteen, but
that’s what Leigh is planning to do when she moves to Long Island to live with her mom and her new
stepfather. Leigh has been acting all her life, most recently on a successful TV show, and she can’t
wait to be the kind of normal high school student she’s only ever played on screen. For advice on
playing the role of a normal teenager, Leigh turns to her new stepbrother, Peter. Peter has
hemophilia, a medical condition that has kept him out of school for a while—but missing out on high
school life has given him a good eye for what normal looks like. Together, they figure two outsiders
can create one socially successful high school student. They might even be right. Peter is smart,
wryly funny, and a good friend when he’s not being a bad invalid. And Leigh knows she can do
it—after all, acting is what she’s good at. But the thing about acting is that at the end of the day you
get to go back to being yourself, a luxury Leigh starts to think she might not have appreciated
enough when she had it.

peter darling: Peter Lancelot John Gunther, 1927 Fantasy novel about a dissatisfied young
fellow who is granted his wish for unlimited wishes.
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