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Personal Statement for Graduate School Psychology: Crafting Your Path to Success

personal statement for graduate school psychology is a crucial part of your application that offers more than
just a summary of your academic record. It’s your chance to tell your story, express your passion for
psychology, and demonstrate why you are an ideal candidate for the program. Unlike transcripts or test
scores, this essay gives admissions committees a window into your motivations, experiences, and goals.
Writing a compelling personal statement requires introspection, clarity, and an understanding of what
graduate schools value in prospective students.

In this article, we’ll explore how to write an effective personal statement for graduate school psychology,
including the key elements to include, tips for showcasing your strengths, and common pitfalls to avoid.
Whether you’re applying for clinical, counseling, or research-focused programs, these insights will help
you articulate your unique journey and aspirations.

Understanding the Purpose of Your Personal Statement

Graduate programs in psychology receive hundreds of applications each year. Your personal statement
serves as a narrative that sets you apart from the competition. Admissions committees want to see more
than just strong grades and test scores; they want to understand your personality, your commitment to the
field, and how you envision your future.

A well-crafted personal statement highlights:

- Your motivation for pursuing graduate study in psychology
- Relevant academic and practical experiences
- Specific interests within psychology (e.g., neuropsychology, developmental psychology, clinical practice)
- Career goals and how the program aligns with them
- Your unique qualities or challenges overcome that have shaped your perspective

By thoughtfully addressing these points, you create a cohesive story that resonates with reviewers and
demonstrates your preparedness for graduate-level work.

Key Components to Include in Your Personal Statement for
Graduate School Psychology



1. Introduction: Capturing Interest Early

Start with an engaging opening that reflects your enthusiasm and personal connection to psychology. This
could be a brief anecdote, a defining moment, or a statement about your long-standing interest in the field.
The goal is to hook the reader and set a positive tone for the rest of your essay.

2. Academic Background and Relevant Experience

Discuss your undergraduate studies, research projects, internships, or work experiences related to
psychology. Be specific about what you learned and how these experiences influenced your decision to
pursue graduate school. Admissions committees appreciate concrete examples that demonstrate your skills
and commitment.

3. Research Interests and Career Goals

Articulate your specific areas of interest within psychology and how you intend to develop expertise in
these during graduate school. Whether your focus is on clinical practice, experimental research, or applied
psychology, explain how the program’s faculty, resources, or training opportunities align with your
ambitions.

4. Personal Qualities and Overcoming Challenges

Graduate programs look for candidates with resilience, empathy, and critical thinking skills. Sharing
personal challenges you have overcome or unique perspectives you bring can add depth to your statement.
However, keep the tone positive and focus on growth rather than hardship.

5. Why This Program?

Tailor your statement to each school by highlighting what attracts you to their specific program. Mention
faculty members you want to work with, particular research centers, clinical training sites, or the
program’s philosophy that resonates with your values.



Tips for Writing an Effective Personal Statement for Graduate
School Psychology

Start Early and Revise Often

Writing a personal statement is a process, not a one-time task. Begin drafting months before the deadline to
give yourself ample time for reflection and refinement. Multiple revisions help you clarify your message
and correct any awkward phrasing or errors.

Show, Don’t Just Tell

Instead of simply stating that you are passionate or hardworking, illustrate these qualities through specific
examples. For instance, describe a research project where you demonstrated perseverance or an internship
that deepened your understanding of psychological theories in practice.

Maintain a Conversational Yet Professional Tone

Your personal statement should sound genuine and engaging without being overly casual. Strike a balance
by writing clearly and confidently while letting your personality shine through.

Address Gaps or Weaknesses Thoughtfully

If your academic record has blemishes or you lack certain experiences, briefly explain these circumstances
without making excuses. Emphasize what you learned from these challenges and how you have grown.

Use Keywords and Phrases Relevant to Psychology Graduate Programs

Incorporating terms like “clinical training,” “psychological assessment,” “behavioral research,” “ethical
practice,” and “cognitive development” naturally within your essay can help demonstrate your familiarity
with the field’s language and priorities.



Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Personal Statement

- **Generic Statements:** Avoid clichés such as “I want to help people” without context or personal insight.
Admissions committees want to understand how your experiences shape your unique approach to
psychology.
- **Excessive Jargon:** While it’s important to use relevant terminology, overloading your statement with
technical language can make it difficult to read and less personal.
- **Lack of Focus:** Stay on topic and answer the prompt clearly. Don’t stray into unrelated areas or include
unnecessary details.
- **Ignoring Instructions:** Follow word limits and formatting guidelines carefully. Failure to do so may
reflect poorly on your attention to detail.
- **Poor Proofreading:** Typos and grammatical errors distract from your message and suggest a lack of
professionalism.

Examples of Strong Personal Statement Themes for Psychology
Graduate School

Some applicants find it helpful to build their statements around a central theme or narrative. Here are a
few examples:

- **A transformative experience:** Describe how a personal event sparked your interest in psychology and
led you to pursue advanced study.
- **Research passion:** Focus on a particular research question or project that inspired your academic
journey and future goals.
- **Commitment to service:** Highlight volunteer work, internships, or clinical experiences that reflect
your desire to make a difference in mental health.
- **Overcoming adversity:** Share how personal challenges have strengthened your resilience and shaped
your approach to psychology.

Final Thoughts on Writing Your Personal Statement for
Graduate School Psychology

Crafting a personal statement for graduate school psychology is both an opportunity and a challenge. It’s
your chance to step beyond numbers and transcripts and share your authentic self with the admissions
committee. By focusing on your motivations, experiences, and goals—and presenting them in a clear,
compelling way—you can create an essay that leaves a lasting impression.



Remember that honesty and reflection are key. The best personal statements are those that reveal a
genuine passion for psychology and a thoughtful understanding of the path ahead. Take the time to revise,
seek feedback, and make your story shine. Your personal statement is more than just a requirement—it’s
the foundation of your future in graduate psychology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a personal statement for graduate school in psychology?
A personal statement for graduate school in psychology is a written essay that outlines your academic
background, research interests, professional goals, and reasons for pursuing advanced study in psychology. It
highlights your qualifications and motivations to help admissions committees understand why you are a
good fit for their program.

How can I make my psychology graduate school personal statement stand
out?
To make your personal statement stand out, focus on telling a compelling story about your passion for
psychology, include specific examples of relevant experiences, demonstrate your understanding of the
field, and clearly articulate your career goals. Tailor the statement to each program and maintain a
professional yet personal tone.

What key elements should be included in a psychology graduate school
personal statement?
Key elements include your motivation for studying psychology, relevant academic and research
experiences, skills and strengths, future career goals, and how the specific graduate program aligns with
your objectives. Including examples of challenges overcome or unique perspectives can also strengthen
your statement.

How long should a personal statement for psychology graduate school be?
Typically, personal statements for psychology graduate programs are between 500 to 1000 words, or about
one to two pages. However, it’s important to follow the specific instructions provided by each program, as
requirements can vary.

Should I discuss research experience in my psychology personal
statement?
Yes, discussing research experience is highly recommended. Graduate programs in psychology often value



applicants with research skills and experience. Describe your role, what you learned, and how it influenced
your academic interests and career goals.

How important is it to tailor my personal statement for each psychology
graduate program?
It is very important to tailor your personal statement for each program. Admissions committees want to see
that you understand their specific research areas, faculty, and program strengths, and that your goals align
with what they offer. Personalized statements show genuine interest and effort.

Can I include personal challenges or experiences in my psychology
graduate school personal statement?
Yes, including personal challenges or experiences can be effective if they are relevant to your motivation
for studying psychology or have shaped your perspective. Be sure to present them thoughtfully and focus
on how you have grown or what you have learned.

What common mistakes should I avoid when writing a psychology
personal statement?
Common mistakes include being too generic, repeating your resume, using clichés, failing to proofread,
lacking focus or clear goals, and not tailoring the statement to the program. Avoid overly technical jargon
and ensure your writing is clear, concise, and engaging.

How can I demonstrate my fit with a psychology graduate program in
my personal statement?
Demonstrate your fit by researching the program’s faculty, research areas, and values, then explaining how
your interests and experiences align with them. Mention specific faculty members you want to work with
and how the program’s resources will help you achieve your career goals.

Additional Resources
Personal Statement for Graduate School Psychology: Crafting a Compelling Narrative

personal statement for graduate school psychology serves as a pivotal component in the admissions process,
offering applicants a unique opportunity to articulate their motivations, experiences, and aspirations beyond
standardized test scores and transcripts. In the competitive landscape of psychology graduate programs,
where candidates often possess similar academic qualifications, a well-crafted personal statement can
distinguish an applicant by providing insight into their personality, research interests, and professional



goals.

This article delves into the nuances of developing an effective personal statement for graduate school
psychology, exploring its essential elements, common challenges, and strategic approaches. Additionally, it
examines how applicants can balance personal storytelling with professional tone, integrate relevant
keywords, and address program-specific expectations to maximize their chances of acceptance.

The Role of the Personal Statement in Psychology Graduate
Admissions

Graduate programs in psychology typically seek candidates who demonstrate a clear understanding of the
field’s demands, a commitment to ethical practice, and the potential to contribute meaningfully to research
or clinical work. The personal statement acts as a narrative bridge connecting an applicant's past
experiences with their future ambitions.

Unlike other components such as the curriculum vitae or letters of recommendation, the personal
statement is entirely under the applicant’s control, making it a strategic tool for shaping the admissions
committee’s perception. It allows applicants to highlight unique facets such as cross-cultural experiences,
leadership in relevant projects, or specific research interests that align with the program’s faculty expertise.

Key Elements of an Effective Personal Statement for Psychology
Graduate School

Crafting a compelling personal statement requires careful attention to content, structure, and tone. The
following elements are critical to include:

Introduction with a clear thesis: Begin with a concise statement that outlines your motivation for
pursuing graduate studies in psychology.

Academic background: Discuss relevant coursework, research projects, or academic achievements that
have prepared you for advanced study.

Research interests: Specify areas within psychology that you wish to explore, ideally linking them to
faculty members or ongoing projects at the institution.

Professional experiences: Include internships, clinical work, or volunteer activities that have
enriched your understanding of psychology.



Personal qualities and skills: Highlight traits such as critical thinking, empathy, or resilience that are
vital for success in psychology.

Future goals: Articulate how the program fits into your career trajectory and what you aim to
accomplish post-graduation.

Incorporating these components ensures that the personal statement is comprehensive and tailored to the
expectations of psychology graduate programs.

Balancing Personal Narrative and Professionalism

One of the challenges in writing a personal statement for graduate school psychology is striking the right
balance between personal storytelling and professional tone. Admissions committees appreciate authenticity
but expect the narrative to be relevant and focused.

Applicants should avoid overly emotional language or unrelated anecdotes. Instead, personal experiences
should be framed in a way that illustrates growth, learning, or a deepening interest in psychology. For
example, describing a volunteer experience with a mental health organization can demonstrate both
empathy and practical exposure to clinical settings.

Professionalism also extends to clarity and precision in writing. Grammar, syntax, and style reflect an
applicant’s communication skills, which are essential in both academic and clinical contexts.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite its importance, many applicants struggle with common pitfalls that can undermine the
effectiveness of their personal statements.

Generic Statements and Lack of Specificity

A frequent mistake is the use of vague phrases such as “I have always loved psychology” without
elaboration. Admissions committees seek concrete examples that demonstrate genuine engagement with
the discipline.

To avoid this, applicants should provide specific instances—such as a research project on cognitive
behavioral therapy or an internship at a psychiatric clinic—that reveal their commitment and relevant



skills.

Overemphasis on Personal Hardships

While overcoming adversity can be a powerful narrative element, dwelling excessively on personal
hardships may detract from the applicant’s academic and professional qualifications.

It is advisable to briefly acknowledge challenges only if they have directly influenced the decision to
pursue psychology or have shaped relevant personal qualities, always steering the narrative toward
positive outcomes and learning experiences.

Ignoring Program Fit

Each psychology graduate program has unique strengths and focus areas. Failing to demonstrate knowledge
of the program and how it aligns with one’s interests can signal a lack of genuine interest.

Applicants should research faculty members, ongoing research, and program philosophy, weaving these
elements naturally into their statements to show intentionality.

Strategic Approaches to Writing and Refining the Personal
Statement

Research and Customization

An effective personal statement for graduate school psychology is not a one-size-fits-all document. Tailoring
the statement for each application by referencing specific faculty, research facilities, or program attributes
enhances relevance and appeal.

Integrating LSI Keywords Organically

Latent semantic indexing (LSI) keywords related to psychology graduate admissions—such as “psychology
research experience,” “clinical psychology training,” “graduate program application,” “mental health
counseling,” and “psychological assessment skills”—should be incorporated naturally within the narrative.
This approach not only improves search engine optimization when the statement is submitted through



digital platforms but also demonstrates familiarity with key concepts in the field.

Seeking Feedback and Revisions

Multiple rounds of revision are crucial. Peer reviews, mentor feedback, or consultations with writing
centers can help identify ambiguities, enhance coherence, and ensure that the tone remains professional
and engaging.

Maintaining Word Count and Clarity

Most graduate programs provide word or page limits. Adhering strictly to these guidelines while
maintaining clarity and depth requires careful editing. Avoid redundancy and overly complex sentences to
keep the reader engaged.

Comparative Insights: Personal Statements Across Psychology
Subfields

Psychology encompasses diverse subfields such as clinical, counseling, cognitive, developmental, and social
psychology, each with slightly different expectations for the personal statement.

Clinical Psychology: Emphasizes clinical experience, ethical considerations, and an understanding of
psychopathology.

Cognitive Psychology: Focuses on research design, experimental methods, and analytical skills.

Counseling Psychology: Highlights interpersonal skills, cultural competence, and counseling
experiences.

Developmental Psychology: Values longitudinal research experience and knowledge of
developmental stages.

Social Psychology: Prioritizes group dynamics research, social behavior studies, and statistical
proficiency.

Applicants should tailor their personal statements to reflect the unique demands and methodologies of their



chosen subfield, thereby demonstrating alignment with the program’s objectives.

Utilizing Examples for Clarity

In illustrating research interests or experiences, referencing concrete projects or outcomes can strengthen
the statement. For example, an applicant interested in clinical psychology might describe their role in a
cognitive-behavioral therapy study, detailing their contributions to data collection, analysis, and patient
interaction.

Similarly, describing a leadership position in a psychology club or a community mental health initiative can
showcase initiative and teamwork skills.

The integration of such examples not only enriches the narrative but also substantiates claims of aptitude
and dedication.

In sum, the personal statement for graduate school psychology transcends mere formality; it is a strategic
narrative tool that, when thoughtfully composed, can significantly influence admissions decisions. By
combining specificity, professionalism, and personal insight, applicants can effectively convey their
suitability for rigorous graduate training and their potential to contribute to the evolving field of
psychology.

Personal Statement For Graduate School Psychology

  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Becoming a Health Psychologist Tracey
A. Revenson, Patrice G. Saab, Peggy M. Zoccola, Lara N. Traeger, 2019-09-25 Becoming a Health
Psychologist provides an overview of the different training paths students can take to prepare
themselves for graduate school and careers in the field of health psychology. You’ll find tips on how
to choose and apply for graduate programs as well as numerous practical examples such as emails to
potential advisors and questions to ask during interviews. Throughout, the authors provide examples
of different health psychology careers, along with references, resources, and first-hand experiences.
It details what is involved in becoming a health psychologist, what a health psychology career
entails, and how to reach that goal. The inclusion of tips from a diverse group of successful students,
early career, and senior health psychologists makes this book an invaluable resource for anyone
looking to start their career or for advisors who are counselling students about career choices. For
many readers, this book may serve as the mentor they never had.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Contemporary Clinical Psychology
Thomas G. Plante, 2010-08-20 Contemporary Clinical Psychology, Third Edition introduces students
to this fascinating profession from an integrative, biopsychosocial perspective. Thoroughly updated
to include the latest information on topics central to the field, this innovative approach to studying
clinical psychology delivers an engaging overview of the roles and responsibilities of today's clinical
psychologists that is designed to inform and spark interest in a future career in this dynamic field.
Highlighting evidence-based therapies, multiple case studies round out the portrayal of clinical

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/personal-statement-for-graduate-school-psychology.pdf


practice. Designed for graduate and undergraduate students in introductory clinical psychology
courses.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Complete Book of Graduate
Programs in the Arts and Sciences Princeton Review (Firm), 2004-09 Our Best 357 Colleges is
the best-selling college guide on the market because it is the voice of the students. Now we let
graduate students speak for themselves, too, in these brand-new guides for selecting the ideal
business, law, medical, or arts and humanities graduate school. It includes detailed profiles;
rankings based on student surveys, like those made popular by our Best 357 Colleges guide; as well
as student quotes about classes, professors, the social scene, and more. Plus we cover the ins and
outs of admissions and financial aid. Each guide also includes an index of all schools with the most
pertinent facts, such as contact information. And we've topped it all off with our school-says section
where participating schools can talk back by providing their own profiles. It's a whole new way to
find the perfect match in a graduate school.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Introduction to Clinical Psychology
Douglas A. Bernstein, Bethany A. Teachman, Bunmi O. Olatunji, Scott O. Lilienfeld, 2020-10-29
Resource added for the Psychology (includes Sociology) 108091 courses.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000
graduate programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art
history, conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language &
literature, psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and
more. Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Graduate Programs in Business,
Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2014 (Grad 6) Peterson's, 2013-12-20
Peterson's Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2014
contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate programs in disciplines such as,
accounting & finance, business administration & management, education, human resources,
international business, law, library & information studies, marketing, social work, transportation
management, and more. Up-to-date info, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate
and Professional Institutions, provides valuable data on degree offerings, professional accreditation,
jointly offered degrees, part-time & evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance
degrees, faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit
head and application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a
specific graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. Also find
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2015 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2014-11-25 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences 2015 contains details on more than 11,000 graduate programs of
study across all relevant disciplines-including the arts and architecture, communications and media,
psychology and counseling, political science and international affairs, economics, and sociology,
anthropology, archaeology, and more. Informative data profiles include facts and figures on
accreditation, degree requirements, application deadlines and contact information, financial



support, faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured
institutions, offer complete details on specific graduate programs, schools, or departments as well as
information on faculty research. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as
others in the graduate series.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Introduction to Clinical Psychology
Geoffrey P. Kramer, Douglas A. Bernstein, Vicky Phares, 2019-08-22 Designed to provide a thorough
survey of the field, Introduction to Clinical Psychology, eighth edition, is accessible to advanced
undergraduates as well as graduate students. This text presents a scholarly portrayal of the history,
content, professional functions, and the future of clinical psychology. Extensive use of case material
and real-world applications illustrates each theoretical approach. After reading this book, students
will better understand clinical psychology as a field of professional practice and scientific research,
and will be better able to apply theoretical concepts to real-world clinical cases.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Social Sciences 2011 Peterson's, 2011-07-01 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Social Sciences
contains a wealth of information on colleges and universities that offer graduate work in Area &
Cultural Studies; Communication & Media; Conflict Resolution & Mediation/Peace Studies;
Criminology & Forensics; Economics; Family & Consumer Sciences; Geography; Military & Defense
Studies; Political Science & International Affairs; Psychology & Counseling; Public, Regional, &
Industrial Affairs; Social Sciences; and Sociology, Anthropology, & Archaeology. Institutions listed
include those in the United States, Canada, and abroad that are accredited by U.S. accrediting
agencies. Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, degree requirements, entrance requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty
research, and unit head and application contact information. Readers will find helpful links to
in-depth descriptions that offer additional detailed information about a specific program or
department, faculty members and their research, and much more. In addition, there are valuable
articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international and
minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Insider's Guide to Graduate
Programs in Clinical and Counseling Psychology Michael A. Sayette, John C. Norcross,
2018-02-05 This book has been replaced by Insider's Guide to Graduate Programs in Clinical and
Counseling Psychology, 2020/2021 Edition, ISBN 978-1-4625-4143-0.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Majoring in Psychology Jeffrey L.
Helms, Daniel T. Rogers, 2011-02-23 With coverage of important preparatory issues and the key
psychology subfields, Majoring in Psychology: Achieving Your Educational and Career Goals
provides undergraduate students with clear, concise, research-based information on strategies to
begin a successful undergraduate career in psychology. Provides the most comprehensive text on
majoring in psychology currently available Discusses the benefits of pursuing a psychology degree
and key steps to prepare for a job or graduate study in the field Features brief topical contributions
written by national figures in their respective subfields Incorporates current data and research on
diversity-related issues as well as guidance on how to ensure personality traits and abilities match
the skills that potential career paths demand
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Peterson's Graduate Programs in
Business, Education, Health, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2012 Peterson's,
2012-05-15 Peterson's Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Health, Information Studies, Law
& Social Work 2012 contains a wealth of info on accredited institutions offering graduate degrees in
these fields. Up-to-date info, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and
Professional Institutions, provides valuable data on degree offerings, professional accreditation,
jointly offered degrees, part-time & evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance
degrees, faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit



head and application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a
specific graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. Also find
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Psychologists in Making Ami
Rokach, 2024-02-08 In this unique book, well established psychologists share their observations on
teaching psychology, the meaning of self-care, and what they believe psychology programs attempt
to educate and instil in their students. The volume begins with a mid-career psychologist who
reflects on his schooling and shares his learnings. Authors in the next chapter discuss the
differences between undergraduate and graduate programs, what they attempt to teach and instil in
the students who aspire to be psychologists. Chapter 3 examines the characteristics of
undergraduate and graduate psychology students that enhance their chances for academic success,
while the next chapter describes a program that teaches psychology students the art of self-care to
avoid burnout. An issue which minority psychologists often may face is discrimination, overt or
covert which makes reaching their goals and achieving what they want, that much more difficult. In
Chapter 4, a well-established Chinese Canadian psychology professor describes his marathon in the
field of psychology. This is followed by a chapter that lays out the roadmap to becoming a
psychologist. The last chapter describes how university students see people’s characteristics and
psychopathology come to life by learning about famous and well-known figures. This intriguing book
explores ways to create, teach, foster and enhance the holistic growth of psychologists and will be a
beneficial read for students and general readers considering a career in this fascinating profession.
The chapters in this book where originally published as a special issue of The Journal of Psychology.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Success as a Psychology Major
David E. Copeland, Jeremy Ashton Houska, 2020-02-07 Success as a Psychology Major, First Edition
by David E. Copeland and Jeremy A. Houska is an essential resource for any student interested in
pursuing an undergraduate degree in psychology. Built from the ground up with input from
hundreds of psychology students, this First Edition answers every question a trepidatious
undergraduate may have. Success as a Psychology Major opens with practical tools on how to be a
successful student, walks readers through the psychology curriculum, highlights key skills to
develop, and presents the various academic and career paths to take after graduation. Unique
chapters on joining a research lab, professional organizations and clubs, documenting students′
accomplishments, and practical tools for managing time and money provide students with resources
they will use throughout their academic career. Presented in a modular format with a
student-friendly narrative, this text is a step-by-step road map to a fulfilling and meaningful
experience as a student of psychology.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Insider's Guide to Graduate Programs
in Clinical and Counseling Psychology John C. Norcross, Michael A. Sayette, 2016-01-04 This
perennial bestseller is the resource you can rely on to help you select--and get into--the graduate
clinical or counseling psychology programs that meet your needs. The Insider's Guide is based on
intensive research and includes information and step-by-step guidance not available from any other
source. In-depth profiles on more than 300 accredited programs provide details on specializations or
tracks, admission requirements, acceptance rates, financial aid, research areas, clinical
opportunities, and more. Special features include tips on completing prerequisite coursework,
accumulating clinical and research experience, and writing your CV. A handy time line pinpoints
important steps to take in the months and years leading up to submitting your applications. Planning
and decision-making worksheets help you streamline the selection process and identify your top
choices. The 2016/2017 Edition features updates throughout and new content on student loans,
internship match rates, and GRE preparation.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: REA's Authoritative Guide to Graduate
Schools Research and Education Association, Rea, Staff of Research Education Association,
1998-01-01 REAs reference book profiles top graduate schools in over sixty fields of study, including



engineering, biology, psychology, and chemistry. The profiles have clear, easy-to-read comparison
charts that give details to help you select the best graduate school for you. Contains information on
enrollment, admissions requirements, financial aid, tuition, and much more. This book is a helpful
guide to students who are considering graduate school.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Graduate Study in Psychology,
2010 American Psychological Association, 2009 Provides information for more than 600 graduate
departments, programs, and schools of psychology in the United States and Canada.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Becoming an Industrial-Organizational
Psychologist Dennis Doverspike, Catalina Flores, 2019-02-01 So you want to be an
Industrial-Organizational (I-O) Psychologist? You may have heard that it is one of the fields of the
future, fast-growing, and a highly sought-after profession. But what is Industrial-Organizational
Psychology? What does an Industrial-Organizational Psychologist do? Answering these questions and
many more, Becoming an Industrial-Organizational Psychologist is the perfect introduction,
providing an expert overview of careers in Industrial-Organizational Psychology, the study of human
behavior in the workplace. Part 1 of the book discusses what I-O Psychology is and what I-O
Psychologists do, including the history of the field, research areas, and job types and titles. Part 2
discusses the undergraduate years, including how to make oneself competitive for graduate school,
and going through the process of identifying graduate programs, applying, and deciding on the right
program. Part 3 focuses on the graduate years, including advice on success in a graduate program
and in internships, as well as additional issues like licensure and transitioning from other careers.
Finally, Part 4 discusses how to find a job and begin a career in the various sectors of I-O
Psychology: academic, consulting, industry, and government.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Guide to American Graduate Schools
Harold R. Doughty, 2009-02-24 For students planning further study after college, the Guide to
American Graduate Schools puts the necessary information at their fingertips. Completely revised
and updated, this long-trusted and indispensable tool features comprehensive information on every
aspect of graduate and professional study, including: • Alphabetically arranged profiles of more than
1,200 accredited institutions, including enrollment, locations, libraries and other facilities, and
housing situations • Fields of study offered by each institution and types of degrees conferred •
Admissions standards and requirements, recruitment practices, and degree requirements • Tuition
costs and opportunities for financial aid • Details on scholarships, fellowships, assistantships, and
internships Organized in a clear, straightforward, easy-to-use format, this is the essential source
with which to begin planning for the future.
  personal statement for graduate school psychology: Graduate Programs in Business,
Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 (Grad 6) Peterson's, 2014-12-30
Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 contains
helpful facts and figures on more than 11,000 graduate programs. The comprehensive directory
includes more than 1,850 institutions and their programs in all of the relevant disciplines such as
accounting and finance, business management, education, law, library and information sciences,
marketing, social work, and many more. Informative data profiles feature facts and figures on
accreditation, degree requirements, application deadlines, contact information, financial support,
faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions,
offer complete details on specific graduate program, school, or department as well as information on
faculty research. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the
graduate series.
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