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Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6: Understanding Moral Virtue Through Habit

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 is a pivotal segment in Aristotle’s exploration of ethics, delving
deep into the nature of moral virtue and how it is acquired. This chapter stands as a cornerstone in
philosophical discussions on character development, habit formation, and the practical dimensions
of ethical behavior. For anyone interested in classical philosophy, moral psychology, or the
foundations of virtue ethics, this chapter offers rich insights that remain remarkably relevant today.

In this article, we’ll unpack the key ideas presented in nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6, exploring
Aristotle’s views on the relationship between actions, habits, and virtues. We’ll also consider how
these ancient reflections can inform modern understandings of ethical development and personal
growth.

The Essence of Moral Virtue in Nicomachean Ethics 2
Chapter 6

At the heart of nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 lies the assertion that moral virtues are not innate
qualities but rather acquired states. Aristotle argues that no one is born virtuous; instead, virtues
come about through consistent practice and habituation. This idea challenges any simplistic notion
of virtue as a natural talent or a fixed personality trait.

Virtue as a Habit

One of the most famous lines from this chapter is Aristotle’s claim that “we become just by doing
just acts, temperate by doing temperate acts, brave by doing brave acts.” This highlights the concept
that virtues are essentially habits—stable dispositions cultivated through repeated actions.

- Virtue is a product of habitual behavior rather than mere theoretical knowledge.

- Moral excellence arises from the alignment of feelings and actions with reason.

- The process of habituation shapes one’s character over time, emphasizing the importance of early
and consistent ethical education.

This perspective shifts the focus from abstract moral principles to lived experience, suggesting that
ethical development is a dynamic, ongoing process.

The Role of Choice and Deliberation

Aristotle also underscores the significance of deliberate action in the formation of virtue. Habits
alone are insufficient if not coupled with conscious choice and rational deliberation. In other words,
virtuous acts must be chosen knowingly and for their own sake.



- Moral virtue requires an understanding of what one is doing and why.
- Ethical behavior is not about mere compliance but involves an active commitment to the good.
- The alignment between reason and desire is essential for genuine virtue.

This interplay between habit and rationality remains a foundational concept in virtue ethics,
highlighting the complexity of moral agency.

Practical Implications of Nicomachean Ethics 2
Chapter 6

Understanding Aristotle’s insights into virtue formation has practical significance, especially in
areas like education, psychology, and personal development.

Habituation and Character Building

Aristotle’s emphasis on habituation suggests that developing good character traits requires more
than just knowing what is right; it demands practicing right actions consistently. For educators and
parents, this means:

- Creating environments that encourage positive behaviors.
- Reinforcing good habits through repetition and positive feedback.
- Recognizing that moral education is a gradual and sustained effort.

This approach aligns with modern psychological theories about habit formation and the importance
of role models and social context in shaping behavior.

Overcoming the Challenges of Moral Development

The chapter also implicitly acknowledges that acquiring virtue is not always easy. Human beings
often struggle with conflicting desires and impulses, making the process of habituation complex.

- Repeated actions can help reorient desires and emotions towards the good.

- Developing virtue involves both external behaviors and internal states, such as feelings and
motivations.

- Ethical growth requires perseverance and self-reflection.

By framing virtue as a skill honed over time, Aristotle offers a hopeful yet realistic vision of moral
progress.

Connecting Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 to



Contemporary Thought

The ideas in nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 resonate with several modern discussions in ethics and
psychology. For instance, the concept that virtues are habits aligns well with contemporary research
on neuroplasticity and behavior change. The notion that deliberate practice leads to excellence is
echoed in fields ranging from sports to leadership development.

Virtue Ethics in Modern Philosophy

Aristotle’s virtue ethics, particularly as articulated in this chapter, has experienced a revival in
recent decades. Unlike deontological or consequentialist ethical frameworks, virtue ethics focuses
on character and the development of moral wisdom.

- This approach encourages personal growth and ethical reflection.

- It offers a flexible framework that can adapt to complex real-life situations.

- Nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 provides foundational arguments for this character-centered
morality.

Applications in Everyday Life

On a practical level, the insights from this chapter can help individuals understand how to cultivate
virtues such as courage, temperance, and justice in their own lives.

- Start small: consistent, intentional actions build moral habits.
- Reflect on motives: ensure actions are chosen for the right reasons.
- Embrace the process: moral development is ongoing and requires patience.

By approaching ethical growth as an active, habitual practice, people can better navigate moral
challenges and foster lasting character change.

Key Takeaways from Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6

To summarize some of the core lessons from this important chapter:

- Virtue is not innate but acquired through habituation.

- Repeated actions shape character by aligning feelings and reason.

- Moral choices must be deliberate and informed by understanding.

- Ethical development is a lifelong process requiring practice and reflection.

- Aristotle’s insights remain relevant to modern discussions on character and morality.

These points underscore the enduring wisdom of Aristotle’s ethical philosophy and its value for
anyone seeking a meaningful, virtuous life.

Exploring nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 invites us to reconsider the role of habit in our moral lives



and encourages us to take responsibility for cultivating virtues through conscious effort. In a world
often focused on outcomes or rules, Aristotle’s focus on character and habituation offers a refreshing
and profound perspective on what it means to live well.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main topic discussed in Nicomachean Ethics Book
2, Chapter 6?

The main topic of Nicomachean Ethics Book 2, Chapter 6 is the nature of virtue and how it relates to
feelings and states of character.

How does Aristotle define virtue in this chapter?

Aristotle defines virtue as a state of character concerned with choice, lying in a mean relative to us,
determined by reason and as a prudent person would determine it.

What role do feelings play in virtue according to Nicomachean
Ethics 2.6?

Feelings are important because virtue involves the right kind of feelings at the right times, with the
right people, for the right reasons, and in the right way.

Why does Aristotle emphasize the 'mean' in virtuous behavior
in this chapter?

Aristotle emphasizes the mean to show that virtue is about moderation, avoiding excess and
deficiency in emotions and actions.

How is choice connected to virtue in this section of
Nicomachean Ethics?

Choice is central to virtue because virtuous actions are done knowingly and for their own sake,
reflecting deliberate decisions rather than impulsive reactions.

What example does Aristotle use to illustrate virtue in Book 2,
Chapter 6?

Aristotle often uses examples related to courage and temperance to illustrate how virtue involves
finding the mean between extremes of excess and deficiency.



Additional Resources

**Understanding Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6: The Doctrine of the Mean and Moral Virtue**

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6 represents a pivotal moment in Aristotle’s exploration of moral
philosophy, wherein he elaborates on the nature of virtue as a mean between extremes. This
chapter, nestled within the broader framework of the Nicomachean Ethics, provides critical insights
into Aristotle’s ethical theory, specifically addressing how moral virtue is developed and maintained.
For scholars, students, and enthusiasts of classical philosophy, engaging with this chapter is
essential for grasping the nuanced balance Aristotle advocates for in human character.

In-depth Analysis of Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6

Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics is structured around the pursuit of eudaimonia, often translated as
“flourishing” or “happiness,” which he posits as the ultimate goal of human life. Chapter 6 of Book 2
delves into the concept of moral virtue, presenting it as a habit or disposition that lies between two
vices: excess and deficiency. This chapter builds on the foundational ideas introduced earlier and
provides a systematic account of how virtue is neither innate nor accidental but acquired through
deliberate practice and moderation.

At the core of this discourse is the “Doctrine of the Mean,” a principle that argues virtue is the
balanced midpoint between two extremes. For example, courage is the mean between recklessness
(excess) and cowardice (deficiency). Aristotle’s insight here is that virtue is not about rigidly
adhering to a fixed standard but about finding the appropriate measure relative to the individual and
circumstances. This relativity makes the doctrine both practical and adaptable, highlighting
Aristotle’s empirical approach to ethics.

The Nature of Moral Virtue

Chapter 6 emphasizes that moral virtues are states of character concerned with choice and are
formed through habituation. Aristotle stresses that virtues are not inherent traits present from birth
but are developed by repeatedly performing virtuous acts. This process of habituation shapes one’s
desires and emotions, aligning them with rational principles. The text underscores the role of
deliberate action in cultivating virtue, suggesting that moral excellence arises from consistent
practice rather than passive acceptance.

This perspective contrasts with other philosophical traditions that might emphasize innate goodness
or divine command. Aristotle’s view is pragmatic, underscoring human agency and responsibility in
ethical development. It acknowledges the complexity of human behavior, recognizing that emotions
and impulses require regulation through reasoned guidance.

The Doctrine of the Mean Explained

The doctrine serves as a cornerstone for understanding Aristotle’s ethical framework. In
Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6, Aristotle articulates that virtue is a mean state between two



extremes of character traits, which are vices. This mean is not a strict midpoint but a relative middle
that depends on individual circumstances, social context, and practical wisdom (phronesis).

For instance:

e Courage balances between rashness and cowardice.
 Temperance moderates between self-indulgence and insensitivity.

¢ Generosity lies between wastefulness and stinginess.

This relativity challenges simplistic moral frameworks, encouraging nuanced judgment rather than
dogmatic adherence to absolutes. Aristotle’s mean is flexible, dynamic, and responsive to context,
which allows it to accommodate the diversity of human experiences.

Practical Implications for Ethical Behavior

Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 offers more than theoretical insight—it provides a practical guide
for ethical living. By framing virtue as habitual moderation, Aristotle invites individuals to actively
assess their actions and emotions, cultivating balance through conscious effort. This approach has
implications for modern ethical discussions, particularly in areas like character education, moral
psychology, and behavioral ethics.

The chapter also implicitly acknowledges the challenges in achieving this mean. It is not always
intuitive to determine what constitutes the appropriate level of response or behavior. Therefore,
Aristotle highlights the necessity of experience and education in developing moral sensitivity. The
cultivation of virtues requires time, reflection, and community involvement, suggesting that ethics is
a social as well as individual endeavor.

Comparisons with Contemporary Ethical Theories

When comparing Aristotle’s doctrine in Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 to contemporary ethical
theories, several distinctions emerge. Unlike deontological ethics, which prioritizes adherence to
absolute rules, Aristotle’s virtue ethics is situational and character-based. It focuses on who the
person is rather than solely on what the person does.

Similarly, consequentialist theories, such as utilitarianism, emphasize outcomes rather than
character traits. Aristotle’s framework, by contrast, values the development of good character as
intrinsically valuable, with right actions stemming naturally from virtuous dispositions.

These contrasts highlight the enduring relevance of Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6, as it
encourages ethical reflection rooted in personal growth and contextual judgment, rather than rigid
rule-following or utilitarian calculations.



Key Features of Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6

e Virtue as a Habit: Moral virtue is acquired through repeated practice, not innate qualities.
e Doctrine of the Mean: Virtue lies between two vices, emphasizing moderation and balance.

e Relativity and Context: The mean is relative to the individual and situation, requiring
practical wisdom.

¢ Role of Rational Choice: Virtue involves deliberate decisions aligned with reason.

 Emphasis on Character Formation: Ethics is about shaping desires and emotions, not just
external actions.

By understanding these features, readers can appreciate the complexity and depth of Aristotle’s
moral philosophy and its influence on subsequent ethical thought.

Challenges and Criticisms

While Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 presents a compelling vision of virtue, it is not without
critiques. Some scholars argue that the doctrine of the mean is too vague, potentially allowing for
subjective interpretation that could justify morally questionable behavior under the guise of
moderation. The reliance on “practical wisdom” as a guiding principle presupposes a level of moral
competence that not all individuals possess, raising questions about accessibility and universality.

Moreover, the cultural and historical context of Aristotle’s work means that some virtues and their
corresponding means may not align neatly with contemporary values, especially regarding issues
like gender roles or social hierarchy. Despite these concerns, the chapter remains a foundational
text that invites ongoing dialogue and reinterpretation.

Impact and Legacy of Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6

The influence of Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 extends beyond classical philosophy into modern
ethics, psychology, and education. Its emphasis on habituation and balance resonates with
contemporary ideas about character education and emotional intelligence. Many modern virtue
ethicists build upon Aristotle’s insights, advocating for a return to character-focused morality in an
age dominated by rule-based or consequence-based ethics.

Furthermore, the chapter’s nuanced treatment of ethical behavior encourages a more
compassionate and individualized approach to moral development, recognizing human complexity

rather than simplistic categorizations of right and wrong.

In summary, Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6 remains a vital text for understanding the foundations



of virtue ethics. Its exploration of the mean, habit, and practical wisdom continues to inform ethical
discourse and offers valuable guidance for those seeking to cultivate moral excellence in their
personal and professional lives.

Nicomachean Ethics 2 Chapter 6

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: What We Owe to Nonhuman Animals Gary Steiner,
2023-09-27 This book strongly challenges the Western philosophical tradition’s assertion that
humans are superior to nonhuman animals. It makes a case for the full and direct moral status of
nonhuman animals. The book provides the basis for a radical critique of the entire trajectory of
animal studies over the past fifteen years. The key idea explored is that of ‘felt kinship’—a sense of
shared fate with and obligations to all sentient life. It will help to inspire some deep rethinking on
the part of leading exponents of animal studies. The book’s strong outlook is expressed through an
appeal for radical humility on the side of humans rather than a constant reference to the
‘human-animal divide’. Historical figures examined in depth include Aristotle, Seneca, and Kant;
contemporary figures examined include Christine Korsgaard and Martha Nussbaum. This book
presents an account according to which the tradition has not proceeded on the basis of impartial
motivations at all, but instead has made a set of pointedly self-serving assumptions about the proper
criteria for assessing moral worth. Readers of this book will gain exposure to a wide variety of
thinkers in the Western philosophical tradition, historical as well as contemporary. This book is
suitable for professionals working in nonhuman animal studies, students, advanced undergraduates,
and practitioners working in the fields of philosophy, environmental studies, law, literature,
anthropology, and related fields.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Polygamy in Primetime Janet Bennion, 2012 A provocative
look at the costs and benefits of polygamy among western fundamentalist Mormon women

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Toward a Premodern Posthumanism Chad Augustine
Cordova, 2025-04-15 Drawing on early modern French thought to free nature and aesthetics from
metaphysical humanism What good is aesthetics in a time of ecological crisis? Toward a Premodern
Posthumanism: Anarchic Ontologies of Earthly Life in Early Modern France shows that philosophical
aesthetics contains unheeded potentialities for challenging the ontological subjection of nature to
the human subject. Drawing on deconstructive, ecological, and biopolitical thought, Chad Cérdova
uncovers in aesthetics something irreducible to humanist metaphysics: an account of how beings
emerge and are interrelated, responsive, and even response-able without reason or why. This
anarchic and atelic ontology, recovered from Kant, becomes the guiding thread for a new,
premodern trajectory of posthumanism. Charting a path from Aristotle to Heidegger to today’s
plant-thinking, with new readings of Montaigne, Pascal, Diderot, Rousseau, and others along the
way, this capacious study reveals the untimely relevance of pre-1800 practices of writing, science,
and art. Enacting a multitemporal mode of reading, Cérdova offers a defense and illustration of the
importance of returning to early modern texts as a way to rethink nature, art, ethics, and politics in
a time when these concepts are in flux and more contentious than ever.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Virtue John W. Chapman, William Arthur Galston, 1993-08
In the United States, there exists increasing uneasiness about the predominance of self-interest in
both public and private life, growing fear about the fragmentation and privatization of American
society, mounting concerns about the effects of institutions—ranging from families to schools to the
media—on the character of young people, and a renewed tendency to believe that without certain
traditional virtues neither public leaders nor public policies are likely to succeed. In this thirty-fourth
volume in The American Society of Legal and Political Philosophy, a distinguished group of
international scholars from a range of disciplines examines what is meant by virtue, analyzing
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various historical and analytical meanings of virtue, notions of liberal virtue, civic virtue, and judicial
virtue, and the nature of secular and theological virtue. The contributors include: Jean Baechler
(University of Paris-Sorbonne), Annette C. Baier (University of Pittsburgh), Ronald Beiner
(University of Toronto), Christopher J. Berry (University of Glasgow), J. Budziszweski (University of
Texas), Charles Larmore (Columbia University), David Luban (University of Maryland), Stephen
Macedo (Harvard University), Michael ]J. Perry (Northwestern University), Terry Pinkard
(Georgetown University), Jonathan Riley (Tulane University), George Sher (University of Vermont),
Judith N. Shklar (Harvard University), Rogers M. Smith (Yale University), David A. Strauss
(University of Chicago), and Joan C. Williams (American University).

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: The Hermeneutics of Jesuit Leadership in Higher
Education Maduabuchi Muoneme, S.J., 2017-03-31 With a focus on seven Jesuit university leaders
emeriti and the late University of Notre Dame President Father Theodore Hesburgh, this book offers
a critical analysis of the common values, philosophies, and leadership practices of Jesuit-Catholic
university presidents within the broader higher education context. Looking at the impact of these
leaders’ spirituality on their leadership styles, The Hermeneutics of Jesuit Leadership illuminates the
influence of their common perspectives and leadership styles on university policy and culture.
Offering a clear framework for Jesuit-Catholic organizational culture in higher education, the author
explores the key lessons and practices that can be derived from the presidents’ similar leadership
ideals and qualities.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Accounting for the Commandments in Medieval Judaism
Jeremy P. Brown, Marc Herman, 2022-01-17 Accounting for the Commandments in Medieval
Judaism explores the discursive formation of the commandments as a generative matrix of Jewish
thought and life in the posttalmudic period. Each study sheds light on how medieval Jews crafted the
commandments out of theretofore underdetermined material. By systematizing, representing, or
interrogating the amorphous category of commandment, medieval Jewish authors across both the
Islamic and Christian spheres of influence sought to explain, justify, and characterize Israel’s legal
system, divine revelation, the cosmos, and even the divine order. This volume correlates bodies of
knowledge—such as jurisprudence, philosophy, ethics, pietism, and kabbalah—that are normally
treated in isolation into a single conversation about a shared constitutional concern.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: The Moral Virtues and Theological Ethics, Second Edition
Romanus Cessario, O.P., 2008-11-15 Since it was first published in 1991, The Moral Virtues and
Theological Ethics has received praise from a wide range of commentators, both Catholic and
Protestant. This second edition includes discussion of works that have appeared since the early
1990s, especially the first papal document to address fundamental questions of moral theology,
Veritatis Splendor. Those who already have adopted the book for classroom use will welcome this
new edition, while those who have just been introduced to it will find an authoritative account of the
status that virtue-centered theological ethics enjoys today. Following a new preface, the text of the
six chapters from the original edition remains unchanged. However, Romanus Cessario has
substantially updated his notes to account for recent literature on the subject, and a new chapter
that accommodates his original study to current developments in moral theology. This second edition
will inspire a new generation of students and teachers.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: The Primacy of the Political Dick Howard, 2010 The
conflict between politics and antipolitics has replayed itself throughout Western history and
philosophical thought. Plato's quest for absolute certainty led him to denounce political democracy,
an anti-political position later challenged by Aristotle. This back-and-forth exchange came to a head
at the time of the American and French revolutions. Through this wide-ranging narrative, Dick
Howard throws new light on a recurring philosophical dilemma, proving our political problems are
not as unique as we think. Howard begins with democracy in ancient Greece and the rise and fall of
republican politics in Rome. In the wake of Rome's collapse, political thought searched for a new
medium, and the conflict between politics and antipolitics reemerged through the contrasting
theories of Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas. During the Renaissance and the Reformation, the



emergence of the modern individual again shifted the terrain. Even so, politics vs. antipolitics
dominated the period, frustrating even Machiavelli, who sought to reconceptualize the nature of
political thought. Hobbes and Locke, theorists of the social contract, then reenacted the conflict,
which Rousseau sought (in vain) to overcome. Adam Smith and the growth of modern economic
liberalism, the radicalism of the French revolution, and the conservative reaction of Edmund Burke
subsequently marked the triumph of antipolitics, and the American Revolution may have offered the
potential groundwork for a renewal of politics. Taken together, these historical examples, viewed
through the prism of philosophy, reveal the roots of today's political climate and suggest the
trajectory of the battles yet to come

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Renaissance Hybrids Gary A. Schmidt, 2016-04-08 In the
first book-length study explicitly to connect the postcolonial trope of hybridity to Renaissance
literature, Gary Schmidt examines how sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English authors, artists,
explorers and statesmen exercised a concerted effort to frame questions of cultural and artistic
heterogeneity. This book is unique in its exploration of how 'hybrid' literary genres emerge at
particular historical moments as vehicles for negotiating other kinds of hybridity, including but not
limited to cultural and political hybridity. In particular, Schmidt addresses three distinct
manifestations of 'hybridity' in English literature and iconography during this period. The first
category comprises literal hybrid creatures such as satyrs, centaurs, giants, and changelings; the
second is cultural hybrids reflecting the mixed status of the nation; and the third is generic hybrids
such as the Shakespearean 'problem play,' the volatile verse satires of Nashe, Hall and Marston, and
the tragicomedies of Beaumont and Fletcher. In Renaissance Hybrids, Schmidt demonstrates
‘postmodern’ considerations not to be unique to our own critical milieu. Rather, they can fruitfully
elucidate cultural and literary developments in the English Renaissance, forging a valuable link in
the history of ideas and practices, and revealing a new dimension in the relation of early modern
studies to the concerns of the present.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Not Losing Face Richard Michael Head, 2025-01-01 What
power is, may be, or imagined to be, through human considerations. It is vital since the energy used
to generate power is life's social and cultural fabric. Since power is understood in many ways, it
shows that it is too complicated to just conveniently rationalize from a compartmental methodology.
However, there is also a paradox here since power can be reduced to the simplicity of acting in a
certain way or not acting in a certain way. This ‘acting’ may be self-induced or from pressure applied
by others and societal expectations. Hence, power is multifaceted, but also of a binary yes or no
within its potentiality and actuality. It is the versatile nature of power within the space of its binary
disposition that the book interweaves with. When ‘interweaving,’ eleven ‘faces’ have been selected
to offer what power is and does. Eight are prominent social thinkers or ‘simply’ thinkers who
consider what life is, as it may be incorrect just to restrict or label them to the social aspect of living,
as being of and in existence is more than that. Another is the physical evolving environment through
which all living beings enjoy movement. One other participates with power through religious filters
of production, and the remaining one is an artistic appreciation of how to power. My face of power
filters these faces.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Plato's Sophist Martin Heidegger, 2003-07-09 This volume
reconstructs Martin Heidegger's lecture course at the University of Marburg in the winter semester
of 1924-25, which was devoted to an interpretation of Plato and Aristotle. Published for the first time
in German in 1992 as volume 19 of Heidegger's Collected Works, it is a major text not only because
of its intrinsic importance as an interpretation of the Greek thinkers, but also because of its close,
complementary relationship to Being and Time, composed in the same period. In Plato's Sophist,
Heidegger approaches Plato through Aristotle, devoting the first part of the lectures to an extended
commentary on Book VI of the Nichomachean Ethics. In a line-by-line interpretation of Plato's later
dialogue, the Sophist, Heidegger then takes up the relation of Being and non-being, the ontological
problematic that forms the essential link between Greek philosophy and Heidegger's thought.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Human Excellence and an Ecological Conception of



the Psyche John Hanwell Riker, 1991-07-03 This book explores the possibility of grounding the idea
of human excellence, which has traditionally been associated with hierarchical systems, on an
ecological structuring of the psyche. Riker bases his concept on recent work in psychoanalytic
theory, emotion theory, sociobiology, ethnogenic social psychology, and feminism, as well as on the
insights of such philosophers as Aristotle, Nietzsche, Whitehead, Heidegger, and Wittgenstein.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Introduction to Moral Theology Romanus Cessario, 2013
Originally published in 2001, Introduction to Moral Theology responded to the need for a new
introduction to the basic and central elements of Catholic moral theology written in the light of
Veritatis splendor. Since then, it has become a standard text for students and a reputable resource
on such topics as moral theology and the good of the human person created in God's image; natural
law; principles of human action; determination of the moral good through objects, ends, and
circumstances; and the virtues, gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the Beatitudes. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Catholic Moral Thought series is designed to provide students with a comprehensive
presentation of both the principles of Christian conduct and the specific teachings and precepts for
fulfilling the requirements of the Christian life. Soundly based in the teaching of the Church, the
volumes set out in depth, in a manner and style suitable for scholars, students, and general readers,
the basic principles of Catholic moral thought and the application of those principles within areas of
ethical concern that are of paramount importance today. In its initial phase, the series includes an
introductory volume and volumes on sexual ethics, bioethics, and social ethics. ABOUT THE
AUTHOR: Romanus Cessario, OP, is professor of systematic theology at St. John's Seminary in
Brighton, Massachusetts. He has authored, coauthored, or edited several books, including The Moral
Virtues and Theological Ethics, A Short History of Thomism, and Christian Faith and the Theological
Life. PRAISE FOR THE ORIGINAL EDITION: Introduction to Moral Theology is an auspicious, solid
beginning for an important new series. More than other disciplines, moral theology needs to be
thought through again and again - in the teeth of changing habits, symbols, and mores. Solid, not
trendy, guidelines are needed.--Michael Novak, American Enterprise Institute A learned and
traditional Catholic account of Aquinas's vision of the moral life. . . .--Choice Cessario does a
splendid job of introducing the series. . . . Essential reading for advanced undergraduate and
graduate students of theology.--First Things A] splendid book on moral theology. . . . This book
depicts in a grand style and well-argued fashion what shape reflection on moral theology must take
when one embraces moral realism. Cessario does not reduce the moral life to will and obligation, but
embraces the totality of the human person made in the imago Dei who seeks beatitude as part of a
created world. . . . Advanced undergraduates, seminarians, and graduate students will benefit
greatly from the fact that Cessario always notifies the reader of areas of significant disagreement
and nonetheless provides a reasoned argument for navigating these areas in favor of moral realism.
The book includes thorough footnotes and an extensive bibliography that provide an excellent
starting point for students and scholars alike to deepen their acquaintance with the voluminous
secondary literature on St. Thomas Aquinas and moral theology.--Nova et Vetera Cessario has
established himself as one of the leading scholars in the field of Roman Catholic moral theology, and
those expecting to find a probative discussion of the essential features of the Thomisitic articulation
of that tradition will not be disappointed. It is a masterful presentation. . . . The work is the product
of a master theologian, a loyal servant of the church, and the efforts required to keep pace with his
insights are well worth it. There are no viable competitors on the horizon of moral theology.
Teachers more familiar with the features of that tradition can easily rely on Cessario's work to
spawn within the classroom a series of very useful reflections. Newcomers will profit from the
sweeping and vital

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: The Framers and Fundamental Rights Robert A. Licht,
1991 The authors relate current arguments to traditional ideas of republicanism and democracy and
compare them with those of our Revolution, Civil War, and civil rights and suffrage movements.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Freedom and Fulfillment Joel Feinberg, 2020-09-01 Dealing
with a diverse set of problems in practical and theoretical ethics, these fourteen essays, three of



them previously unpublished, reconfirm Joel Feinberg's leading position in the field of legal
philosophy. With a clarity and humor that will be familiar to readers of his other works, Feinberg
writes on topics including wrongful life suits in the law of torts, or whether there is any sense in the
remark that a person is so badly off that he would be better off not existing at all; the morality of
abortion; educational options; free expression; civil disobedience; and the duty of easy rescue in
criminal law. He continues with a three-part defense of moral rights in the abstract, a discussion of
voluntary euthanasia, and an inquiry into arguments of various kinds for not granting legal rights in
enforcement of a person's acknowledged moral rights. This collection concludes with two essays
dealing with concepts used in appraising the whole of a person's life: absurdity and self-fulfillment,
and their interplay.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: The Dignity of Legislation Jeremy Waldron, 1999-07-29
Jeremy Waldron here attempts to restore the good name of legislation in political theory. Focused in
particular on the writings of Aristotle, Locke and Kant, this book recovers and highlights ways of
thinking about legislation that present it as a dignified mode of governance and a respectable source
of law. The focus is particularly on legislation by assemblies, large gatherings of representatives who
air their disagreements in ferocious debate and make laws by deliberation and voting. Jeremy
Waldron has published extensively in law, philosophy and political theory. Here he presents a unique
study of the place of legislation in the canon of political thought - a study which emphasises the
positive features of democracy and representative assemblies. The Dignity of Legislation is original
in conception, trenchantly argued and very clearly presented, and will be of interest to a wide range
of scholars and thinkers.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Creativity and Entrepreneurship Lynn Book, David Peter
Phillips, 2013 'Creativity and Entrepreneurship speaks to an experiment in which we are all today
participating' in academia, in research, in commercial enterprise and in culture. Moving beyond
traditional borders, sometimes because we must and other times simpl

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Aristotle on Human Nature Gregory Kirk, Joseph Arel,
2023-06-01 Exploring Aristotle's concept of logos, this volume advances our understanding of it as a
singular feature of human nature by arguing that it is the organizing principle of human life itself.
Tracing its multiple meanings in different contexts, including reason, logic, speech, ratio, account,
and form, contributors highlight the ways in which we can see logos in human thinking, in the
organizing principles of our bodies, in our perception of the world, in our social and political life, and
through our productive and fine arts. Through this focus, logos reveals itself not as one feature
amongst others, but instead as the feature that organizes all others, from the most “animal” to the
most “spiritual.” By presenting logos in this way, readers gain a complex account of the philosophy
of human nature.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Rights in the Law James E. Bruce, 2013-09-18 James E.
Bruce explores the relationship between morality and God's free choices in the thought of Francis
Turretin (1623-1687). The first book-length treatment of Turretin's natural law theory, Rights in the
Law provides an important theological backdrop to Early Modern moral and political philosophy.
Turretin affirms Thomas Aquinas's approach to the natural law, calling it the common opinion of the
Reformed orthodox, but he develops it, too, by introducing a threefold scheme of right (ius)—divine,
natural, and positive—to explain how change within the law is possible. For example, God can
change the specific day for Sabbath observance from Saturday to Sunday—from positive
right—without changing the natural law precept that finite creatures ought to rest. Yet even with
respect to the natural law God is still free. God can make a world in which there is no such thing as
murder: he can choose not to make a world that contains such a thing as man. What God cannot do
is make a murderable man. So God's free choices determine the natural law insofar as the natural
law is constituted by the nature of the things that God has chosen to create.

nicomachean ethics 2 chapter 6: Business, Institutions, and Ethics John William Dienhart,
2000 Business, Institutions, and Ethics: A Text with Cases and Readings is the first text to use the
analysis of social institutions to examine business ethics. It explains fundamental concepts in ethics



and how to apply them to business and economics. The author shows how social institutions are
constituted by an integrated set of ethical, economic, and legal principles, and then uses these
principles to study the ethics of commerce at the individual, organizational, and market levels. This
unique work features thirty-four cases and articles that are organized into economic categories,
providing a conceptual unity and flexibility not found in similar texts. The first half of the text
focuses on theory, beginning with a case study that illustrates and unifies the theoretical discussions
that follow. It examines market institutions, organizational structure, and individual decision
making; interprets moral development as a process within institutional settings; and explains
egoism, care, utilitarianism, right, and pluralistic ethical theories. It also discusses how economic
analyses of markets and firms incorporate ethical principles, and argues that law reinforces ethical
and economic aspects of social institutions important to the continued existence and well-being of
society. The second half of the text consists of cases and articles organized by the economic
categories of property, risk-reward relationships, information, and competition. Topics covered
include corporate control, workplace dangers, marketing, and manufacturing relocation. Applicable
in both business schools and philosophy departments, Business, Institutions, and Ethics shows how
ethical principles can help us gather, sort, and interpret information necessary for making sound
business decisions. Ideal for courses in business ethics and business and society, it is also a valuable
reference for business professionals and philosophers.
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